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LIFE AND WORKS OF TOBIAS SMOLLETT. 


Of tliesWeet few wlio hiue ('('iisij.'iied tlieir f.iine 
to posterity by a bold and lively evliibltioii of na¬ 
tional manners, tliere is, perbaiis, no one wim 
enjoys a reputation more imivly Kiiftlisb, or, wlio 
delineates with traits of bio.nier and more eennine 
bumour, professional jiecnharilies, liabils, and dis¬ 
tinctive foibles ofdiiieie.it elasse.s, than the author 
of “Roderick Randoin.” It ntaj be said, that be 
fills up that space in jirisse iietion whicb b’ieldiii}; 
left uuoccn]ned; for vvid'dy op]«)srd in genius as in 
their style, and their selection of eliaraeters, it has 
oeeiirred to ns, that the preceding liiographers 
of these t«o delightful virners —widiont except¬ 
ing in some degree Sir Waller Scott—have not 
shown a just diseriniinalion in attenijiting ni draw 
compari.soiis lietMcen niinds and piodnetions so 
diUerentlj con,^t^lcted; and, in |iarticn'ar. the in- 
senions i)r. IMoore, Smollett's friend and eonteni- 
poi.ii'v, and his .siiccesvir Dr. Aiiilerson, have not 
avoided this popni.ir erior, h.iving freipieiith in- 
tro'liieed the ii.iines of tlnse fiicil'- /•’iof 
their order in juxtaposition, and with the view of 
eoiiip.irison rather tlniii contrast. Ihippih ior the 
pie-eiit editor, both those eniiiieiit writers, followed 
b) one—the well-skilled master of every i[ieeies of 
coinposition,* have beijueatheil to him little more 
than the choice of selection, aliridgnient. and the 
.irraiigenient of whatever additions it may be his 
good tin tune to meet with. Spuing from an an- 
.'ieiit family of some dislinetion, in the etinnty of 
1 nniiliarlon, Snmilelt was liki'wise lelated h) inai- 
. Mg ' to that of the llonslons of lloiision, pos- 
se.ssed of consideiahle iiiiinence in the surrounding 
distiict, as well as of some of the nioie lucrative 
illiees in their native borough, i'roni genealogical 
leeords jireserved in the town archiv(‘s, it appears 
that an ancestor of the iianic— also a Tobitis---so 
larly as the l.'itli eeufnrv, contracted marriage 
with a daughter of Sir I’airiek llonsfon, who was 
master of a haiidsonie jiroperly in the eonntv of 
h'enfrew. We are fold of another ance.slor. who, 
111 the )e.ir l.'i.S.n, aililed to the honour of Ills family 
senteheon by blowing nji one of the great sliip.s of 
the Spanish Armada, having the military cliesl ini 
lio.ird, in a little bay of the isl.ind of Jlnll; and 
soil eager of distinction, the uil'ior's giaiidf.ilhcr. 
Sir .Tames Smollett, of I!onliill, joined the Scottish 
patriots who f,uonred the revolution, and perilled 
life and property for the preservation of civil and 
religions liberty. A man of rcin.irkable sagacity, 
and highly distinguished in the profession of the 
law, lie was chosen to reiiresent his native burgh 
in the Scottish jiarhament, apiiointed one of the 
commissioners of Mdiiiburgh, and lastly, a coni- 
inissioucr for drawing up the Tre.ity of the Union. 
'I'liis liold and active citizen married ,Iane, a 
daughter of Sir Aulay Macaulay, Jlart., by whom 

'tile still miliv.illetl .uithiir iil Wiiverirj, vvlutsc “ i.ivcv 
.01 till* Urillsti N'ovinsis" .irc [U'lteft lllunri 111 IMll 
^iiui, and win#.,, f.nnc oiilj glinis tin-tmi wiili tlie l.it' c 


be had four sons and two daughters, by whose 
means we hope to arrive in tine time at their 
iniinit.dil) facetion.s de.sctiidanf, who has conferred 
iniinortahty upon their name, and lijiou the litc- 
r.ii j character ol' his country. 

In compliance with the prevailing enstom. Sir 
James sent his four sons to the Universily of Ja'v- 
den; among whom thefirst, our author’s iiame.sakc, 
went into the army ; the second, James, was edu¬ 
cated to the law ; the third, also a bari’istcr, prae- 
I tised at the Scotieli bar, and both the latter suc- 
I ceedediii turntotheconimissary.shipsolongamiably 
1 iillcn by their f.ilhcr. ’The fourth son, Archibald, was 
I bred to no profession, but iiursned a course of libc- 
'■ r.il studies; was a traveller, and an aceomplisbed 
' geiilleniaii. It would, in fact, appettr from a re- 
I tiiupeclivc view, that the fanidy of the Smollctts 
1 Isiasted more than the usual average of national 
talent as well as good repute, anil it is emious to 
trace (he fortunes of the several indiv iduals, as pre¬ 
senting one of, the surest indcxis to gciieral 
ch.irai te,-. Wc here liiid it rcniarkiihl) cxcmplifled 
‘ in that general superioritv and iiuickiioss of parts 
' whnlial length .scciiicd to combine in giving birth 
I to the binnoroiis genius of the author of “J’ere- 
' grille J'ukle” and “lliimphiy Clinker.'’ TVe rc- 
I iiiaik. that all the Smollctts were distnigiiished in 
I their .-.everiil prot'essioes, while m the single ease ol 
I Areliiliald, the result of the want of steady and 
, regnkir employ ment was soon evident in the strait- 
I ness of Ills iortmic, and in that of his dc.scendaiits. 

I lie ]iaid. mdeiil, rather too dearly for his indul- 
I genee of cTegaiit ]ini -mt.s, and for his father's (or 
I Ills own) negleel of lunring him to some regular 
Imsiness or oeen)iatioii. [t]ion I is relnrn from 
l,e,vden, he married, without his father's eonsent, a 
danghler of I'll’. Cnmiingli.im, ol (iilbertfield, (the 
ii'siibneo of bVilliam Ihiiniiton. the friend and 
eorivs|ioiident of Allan Ramsay,) near Glasgow, a 
,\onng lady of distinguished taste, elcgauee. and wit; 
hid destitute of that peeuliur metal often consideted 
more attractive. 

Fortunately, insletid of indulging Ins resentment, 
his excellent father ..eerelly llattered. perhap.s, at his 
son’s elioiee, settled upon liiiii a li'e-reut of his 
Ininse and farm at Uahjulmni, on the hanks of the 
beven, elo.se to his own family inaiision, with an 
I annnily which raised his iiieome to about .'tlXl/. per 
aumim. Ry ibis lady, Arebibald Smollett bad 
two sous and a daugbler; and soon after tbe birth 
of tbe last he was suddenly cut off, leaving his 
young- family dependent u]ion the homity of tlieir 
grandfather. 'I'hat Iwiinty was judiciously be¬ 
stowed; the eldest of the two sons, Janies, was 
destined for a military profession ; ;indtbc younger, 
Tobi.is, tbe subject of our narrative, -was sent to 
Ihinibarton to receive a ehissieal education. ’J'lic 
d,nigiitcr, ,lane, married Mr. Teller, .i gentleman 
of iortinic, who succeeded also to the estate of 
lionliill, whicb onr author, unfort tin,itcly, did no' 
survive long enough to inbcrit. 



Till 


IJFK AM!) WOKKS OF TOBIAS SMOLLKTT. 


the y()nn<rev sog of Archibald Smollett, 
Mas horn in tlic old house at Dahpihurn, near the 
■villa/^e of Befiton, parish of Cardross, in 1721; 
and Mas laipti/ed by the name of Tobias Geor^ic, 
as appears from the church rej^istry lliore. l^irt 
of tile valley of Leven h hip between JiOch Ia>- 
mond and the loMii of Dumbarton, belongs to 
Oardross, and it was m this romantic region that 
tmiollett hrst saw the light. Jt Mould be diilicult, 
))erhaps, to point out a spot combining a greater 
number of natural attraelioiis ; and this may have 
bad its influence in prodiu'ing that ardent tem¬ 
perament which gave rise to some of his early 
poetical eompositioiis, and to his noble “Ode to 
Independence-a t<*ni|»erament remarkable for 
energy and vivacity, and which he retained almost 
to his latest momenta. 

Amidst scenes of beauty and sublimity, the 
birtli-plaee of so many eminent men, and rieli in 
historical associations, b^inollett may be said to 
have received his first impressions—his first edu¬ 
cation; for vve have his own description of this 
d<‘lightful valh'v to sliow th(* jirobable correctness 
of this supposition; and it had doubtless its clVeet 
in rnoiililing Ins future cliaracter. Indeed, few 
])oems can exceed in eliasfeness of ft*eling, jioetic 
enthusiasm, and correei expression, Ins lines to 
the Uiver Ijcv^en. Kor could any scenery (of 
tlie same character that insjnred the muse of 
Byron) be more likely to rouse the soui of ardent 
genius ; the gigantic Ben 1 omond “ looked from Ins 
throne of clouds,” over richly diviTsified ]>ros]»ects 
of wood and M'ater; while fiom another side rose 
the iiroiid beetling rook of Dumbarton in solitarv 
grandeur, easting its dark shadow <>\er the sands 
Mdiere the muivcs of the kevim and the ('Ivde 
intermiugle From its summit, views eipially 
jheturesque and grand opened upon everv side to 
the eye of the joutbful poet—the noble Foitli; 
the spires of Fort Glasgow; those of Cireenoek on 
the opposite shore; the l)uk<* of Argjle’s seat, 
and numerous vdlas on ea<*b suh‘ th<^ noble nviu’; 
jiresentiug a view extending over not less than seven 
counties. “'J’hcM'ater of Leven," obsiu'ves the author 
in his Humphry (Uinkcr, “though notliing neat 
so considerable as the C’'iyde, is mindi more trans- 
paienl, pastoral, and delightful, 'i'liis eharming 
stnxnn is the outlet of Loch Lomond, and tlirongh 
a tract of four miles pursues its M-indmi course 
over a bed of jiebbh's, till it joins the Fiiili of 
(‘lydo at Dumbarton. On this sjiot stands the 
castle formerly called Alchnul, and washed hy 
these tw'o rivers <m all suits except a narrow 
isthmus, whieli at everv sjwiug tid-- is overflovNed ; 
the whohOs a great enrio-.itv, limn th(‘ qmdjtv and 
Ibrm of iLe rock, as from the naime of its sgiin- 
lion. Avery little above tlu- sonieeof the J^evtii, 
on the lake, slainls the house of OamcKm, helona- 
ing to i\lr Smollett (tin* late eoinmlssarv), so em¬ 
bosomed in oak-v\U)od, that vve did not ])eiceive it 
till we were w^hiu flfly yards of the door, 'flic 
lake a)niroaehes on one side to Mithiii six. or seven 
yards of the yvindows. It might have been jilaeed 
in a higher sde, which yvould have afforded a inoie 
extensive prospect and a drier alniosjilierc; hut 
this imperfei lion is not chargealile on the present 
jirojirietor, who ]mi chased it ri-ady Imilt, rather 
than be at the trouble of repulnug 1 Is o\»n family 
house of Boubill, which stands two miles from 
hence, on the Ja'ven, so surrounded vvitii jilanta- 
tions, that U uiid tu be known by the name of the 


Mavis (or 'J'lirush) Nest. Above tbe house is a 
romantic glen, or cleft of a mountain, coy^ered 
with hanging woods, having at the bottom a stream 
of line w aler that forms a number of cascades in 
its descent to join the Levon, so that the scene is 
(piite enchanting. 

“I have seen the Lago di Gaidi, Albano di 
Vico, Bolsena and (Joneva, and I prefer loch 
Lomond to them all; a jireferenco which is cer¬ 
tainly owing to the verdant islands that seem to 
float upon its surface, afl'ording the most euchant- 
iug objects of rejiose to the excursive view'. Nor 
arc the banks destitute of beauties which can par¬ 
take of the sublime. On this side they display a 
sweet variety of woodland, corn held, tind justure. 
with several agreeable villas, emerging as it w'cie 
out of the lake, till at some distauee the j>rosjH<*t 
terminates in huge moimtains, eovx red with luMlh, 
which being in the bloom, aflbrus a very neh 
covering of purjde. ICvi*ry thing here is romantic 
beyond imagination. 'J'his country is justly sty led 
the Arcadia of Scotland; I do not doubt hut it may 
vie with Arcadia in every thing but elnuate. I 
am sure it excels it in verdure, wood, and water.” 
From tills interesting deserijition, it is easy to 
])ereeive the deep and perniunent mipri'ssioii made 
on the writer's mind liy tlie scenes of liis early 
days, and wliieh seem to have reeurred as foreihly 
in ahsenee, travel, and the decline of Ids brilliant 
powers as wlieii they first insjnred him, wandering 
iaiiej -frt'c—a hajijiy and careless youth;— 

“ On I.t'vcii's bank fu'«* to lovo, 

And tunc tin* rural |*i|ic to hoc, 
i cnvu'il not llu liapjiicst sn.v.n 
'I'hat cYcrtHKltir Aicadian i»l.iin 

There is little doubt, indeed, that, had the ymiiig 
enthusiast &ubse<]ucntlv devtded liunsclf to jHK'tical 
composition as a pursuit, from the peculiar sen¬ 
sibility, the enthusiasm, ami the vigour, mingled 
with the sweetness of numbers which he possessed, 
he must liave attained considerable celebrity, 
though, perhaps, not of so pleasing or popular 
a kind as that wbieli he so jire-einiiiently enjoys. 
But the suhseejuent ciremustanees of JSmolIett’s 
life prevented him from following Ins early tastes 
so far as Ins inclinations would liave led him; for 
v\e are iiiiorined hy Dr. Moore, thatwldleat the 
gnnnmar school ol J^lninhailon, he was not only, 
like lUirns, a great admirer of j'atriotie characters, 
e^vpi'cially of Wallace, but tluit be wrote some 
verses to that lieio's memory. It was at the same 
school, while engaged in acquiring the riuimients 
of classical leaiidng un<U*r j\Ir. dohn JjOVC, the 
WMU’thy antagonist of the renowned Kuddiman, 
that the young poet became aeijuainted with the 
writings of Buchaiinan, whose early' jioetical tem- 
jierament, whose examjde and education,—born as 
lie M'as amidst the same scenes,— struck his youthful 
imagination, ami gave fresh imjnilse to his ardour 
for literary pursuits. 'J'hat writer’s history of 
Scotland, full of romantic evenla and marvels, at 
once sujjjihed him wjtli themes for comjiosition, 
ami with means of eontiimed exercise and instruc¬ 
tion ill the Latin tongue, lb* is said thus early to 
have been parlieuIaiJy alleeted by the historian’s 
account of the death of flames 1 ., assassinaa'd at 
tlie instigation of his nobles in a eonveiit near 
Ferth, under cireumstanees of revolting barbarity. 
A young lady named Douglas and the ipiecn her^ 
self were jnesent; when the former, witli tl 
In-ioie sjiint of her race, flew to the door, am 
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fixoil lier arm as a bar to prevent the assassins 
from entering the royal fharnber. They liad 
•already slain the attendants, and quickly burst 
their way through this slight barrier; tlx'y nished 
with their daggers upon flic king; hut were for a 
time prevented, by the eflorts of the heroic girl 
and the queen, who threw themselves upon the 
monarch to shield him from their blows, from 
consummating tlieir dastardly crime. It was not 
till the queen had received two woirndh, and liotli 
ladies were much hurt, that they could be torn 
from the frantic cnibraee; when, after a stern 
resistance, the unhappy king fell covered with not 
less than twenty-eight wounds, several of whieli 
passed through the heart. So lasting was the 
impression of this touching narrative iij)on the 
mind of Smollett, that several years subsequently 
lie founded on this lustorieal incident liis spirited 
tragedy of the “ Jtegioide,” composed at the early 
age of eighteen. 

Smollett is stated also to liave indulged at school 
Ifs humorous vein, by inditing occasional satiies 
t>n the more heartlrss or stupid of his school¬ 
fellows. From Diimbarloii Ju* was soon afterwards 
removed to (Glasgow, where he could meet with 
greater opportunities of improvement, tind is said 
not to have neglected them, pursuing Ins clasucal 
studies with ibhgenee and success. It was tliere 
h<* formed an acquaintance with some joung stu¬ 
dents of physic, a cirennistance, probably* which 
induced him, though having no predilection for 
the profession, to comply with the wishes of his 
relatives, and hecoim* an apjirentice to 'Air. (lordon, 
a surgeon in exleiisive }»raetiee. But if not di¬ 
rectly contrary to his own views, Smollett soon 
grew' weary or di‘'gusted witli the <l<‘tails of Ins 
new profess-ion ; and, preferring a n:ore glorious 
earoei, it is said, “ in winch lie might furnish a case 
rather than attend one,” 

To w.iit on pan 

And .silent arts to iirjjc nii^hiuons,"— {Jhenside) 

he w'ished to embrace iJie career of arms, and is 
even stated to have sought to a\euge his disaji- 
ponited exptTtalioiis upon liis grandfather, as well 
as upon Ins master, hy representing the former 
under the disagreeable character of “the old 
judge,” and the latter as the inimitable “ Mr. 
I’otion,” Jvoderiek Random’s first master. lie 
nevertheless devoted himself to the study of ana¬ 
tomy and medieine, with ability and siieei'ss, under 
the different profes.«:ors of the universitu At tin* 
Kamc time he did not abandon bis hteiaiy tastes; 
nor were occasions wanting for <leveloj>ing his 
peculiar powers of satirical exlnlution, and paint¬ 
ing life and manners as he Tonnd tliem. It is 
4 \ideiif, tliathe <*arl} began to study the characters 
of mankind, and abundant ’neideiits were afforded 
him, during his ajiju’entieeship in a plaee like 
dlasgow', for the exercise <)f his wit and sarcasm, 
as well as his lance and pestle in the service of 
ICseulapiu.c,— sometimes to the no small dismay of 
tlie youngiT population. “Tie began,” says J)r. 
Moore, “ to direct the edge of his hoyish satire 
against such green and scanty shoots of affectation 
ann ridicule as (lie soil ptodueed, and of which 
he afterwards found a ripe and plentiful crop in 
the capital.” I'he shafts of his wit were not even 
then confined to the youthful circles of coijuotvy 
and foppery, but were sometimes aimed at more 
formal and serious assemblies He was particu¬ 


larly severe upon the more staid and serious part of 
the eomnmnity, when, in his inexjicrienced opinion, 
he idly cliose to designate by selfishness or hypo¬ 
crisy that which, periiaps, sprung from a very 
different source,—often from noble and self-denying 
feelings. These flights of his satiric muse, though 
exceedingly entertaining to liis young companions, 
gave iiinhrage to some of the more sober and steady 
citizens, who were as much at a loss to comprehend 
as to reli.sh a species of huinoiir which appeared to 
throw a sort ol ridicule upon that worldly wisdom 
and tliose amiable Scottish foibles, alway., of too 
serious a turn to supply the satirist with fair 
matter of eiifertainimmt; and it is no wonder, 
therefore, that they should ha\e considered him in 
the light of a young bottle imp, a poe'ieal I'uek, or 
small limb of the Evil One, sent, doubtless, to 
hufb't them for some of their inad\ertint sms, 
wliile the lively poet and his companions were no 
less sincere in voting the good people an mtoleiable 
bore. Some of tliese ** iron sleet of arrowy 
shower” upon the heads of peaceable money¬ 
making j)eopl(‘, art* .said to have eau.scd consider¬ 
able sensation, especially among (he aunts and 
dowagers <»f a former period, who could not com- 
I»relu*nd the drift of the young siiiner’.s argument, 
or .‘‘Ce how the happy representation of charaeters 
or inanm-rs of any kind will always alfoid mate¬ 
rials for an innocent laugh. The result ratl^^r of 
hilarity and tlie jieculuir talent he poss(*.ssed, than 
of any ill nature, it is not surprising that, on 
maturer r<'f 1 eetion, Ins attacks were referied by 
the good citizens to the jirojior quarter, and left 
nllnnately no disagreeable impression upon their 
TUinds regarding the chaiacter and reputation 
of the youthful satirist. 'I'bey belong to the 
same class of “juvenilia” as those related by Dr. 
Moore, upon the authority of one of liis college 
companions, and }*erhaps an actor in the scene; 
and wliich, doubtless, furnished the future novelist 
with iimts for some of lufi most ably coloured and 
exquisite scenes. 

“ On a winter evening when the streets were 
covered with snow. SinolloU happened to he en¬ 
gaged in a snow-ball fight with a few of his own 
age. Among his associates was the apprentice of 
that .surgeon who is supposed to have been deli¬ 
neated under the name of ('/ah in •Roderick Ran¬ 
dom.’ lie enteredhis shopwliile his apprentice was 
m tlie heat of the engagement. On the return of the 
latter, the master reimmstrated with him .severely 
for his iiegligenee in (juitting (he shop. The 
youth excused him.sclf h\ saying, that while lie 
was employed in making up a preseriplion, a 
fellow hit him with a snow-hall in the teeth, and 
that he liad been in pursuit of the deliiiqiieiit. 
‘ A mighty probable story, truly!’ .said the master; 
* hut It will not do. I wonder how long 1 should 
stand here before it would enter mortal man's licad 
to throw a snow-hall at wk.’ At the same mo¬ 
ment elevating himself with a sccTuful air, he 
receiv(*d a severe blow' in the face from another 
snow-hall. vSmollett, who stood concealed be¬ 
hind the pillar at the shop door, had heard the 
dialogue, and perceiving that his companion was 
puzzled for an answer, he extricated him by a re¬ 
partee equally smart and a propos'* 

It was owing to the ardour of his character, 
and to early incidents of this kind, that, in the 
opinion of some of his biographers, tlie author 
was supposed, on the appearance of his “ Roderick 
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Kandorn,” u* liave hcon giving a jiiece of auto- informs us, that his tragedy, graced with recoiii- 
biography, and that it really contained most of mendalions from his literary friends, “ -as taken 
the leading incidents in the writer's life. This into the protection of one of those little fellows 
period was, in fact, the dawn of the more matured who are sometimes called great men, and like other 
and brilliant jmwers by wliieh he was afterwards orphans, it was neglected accordingly. Stung with 
distinguished; and if he at times oufstcpjted the resentment, wdiich 1 mistook for contempt, 1 re- 
limits of decorum, or was guilty of little practical solved to ])inii5h this barbarous indiflerencc, and 
jests, he was always ready to atone for Ills offences, actually discarded my patron, consoling myself 
and in many cases helped to spread the re])utali(m w ith the barren praise of a few associates, who, in 
of those on whom ho had passed his boyish jokes, the most indefatigable manner, entployod their time 
by the powerful eulogy of a pen become justly eele- and influence in collecting from all quarters ob- 
brated, Tlius, in regard to blr. (iordon, (tlie servafions on my piece, which, in consequenet* of 
Fotion of Roderick liaridom) w ho practised with those suggestions, put on a tiew appearance almost 
great reputation as a physician, lu^ makes old ]\Ir. every day. until my occasions called me out of tlu' 
Bramble observe, “Iw^as introduced to Jlr. (Jor- kingdom.”—7Ve/orc/o Me A^y/u'/V/c. 
don, a patriot of a truly noble spirit, who is falluT n'he ])atron lierc allndod to is know nhi have been 
of the linen manufactory in that jilaee, and w'as Ja>rd Byttleton. “The managers (Jarriek and 
the great promoter of the cit> workhouse, infinn- L.icy,” says Sir Walter Scolf, “ gave the > mithiiil 
ary, and other works ol‘ public utility. TIad he author some (‘iiconragemeiit, W'liioli, perhaps, the 
lived in ancient Rome, he would have been ho- sanguine temper of Smollett overiated; tor in the 
noured with a statue at the public expense.” story of jMr. jMelopoyn, wlieiv he gives tlie 

In speaking of Smollett’s early (amduet, which liisfoi*y of liis attcinpfs to bring llie ‘Rcgici(l<'’ 
indicated so marked a love of frolic and jtlayful- on tlie stage, the patron and the manager are not 
ness, of which his works also give many proofs, spared; and in ‘ i’eregiine Viekic.’ the jiersonage 
it is observed by his excellent and judicious of (losling Scrag, which oceui •> in tlu* fust odilion 
biographer. Sir Walter Scott, that bis master ex- 1 only, is meant to repiesent Jjord Lvftleton.” 
pressed his conviction of the future eminence <»f | 'I’hus disappointed in liis expectations of literar 
his eccentric apprentice in very homely but ex- success in the outset, SmolU'tt aceeptcfl a Mluatinn 
pre|^ive terms, when some of his neighbours were procured for Idm by Jiis I'rieuds, as siiraeoii’s mate 
b<»asting the superior decorum and propriety of on board a ship olbtlie line, ami aceomjianied the 
thvir young pupils:—It may be all very true,” unfortunate expi'dition to ('artlKureiia, under Ad- 
said the keen-sighted Mr. (jordon, “but give me miral Vernon and General \V«*iiiw»*ii!i, in 17^1. 
before thoiii all my ow'n bubbly-nosed callant with He lias given us, in bis Roderick liaiuhuu,’’ a 
the^stane in his pouch.” sketch of the <*xpedition *, and a eiu iiniviaiillal 

1 his at once gives us an admirable lik<*ness, we | account of the events which loiiowed, equallv dis- 
think, of the gay sprightly wit, the idle good- j tinguisbed for acuteness of observation, and lor 
for-notlnng sort of urchin in Ids prankish deptli of reflection, will be found conlainul 
hours; “ never,” as it is happily added by Ills un- ‘.-1 Compcmltum. oj puldihlied in 177d. 

rivalled biographer, “without soim* iidschicvous j 'J’hough be continued only a brief jieiiod in the 
prank in his head, and a stone in his pocket ready navy, he did not fail to acquire that exa< I and i>ei- 
.0 execute it.”—.Vcoff’** Ai/c of Smollett. j feet command of nautical terms and pluavs, with 

Up to the eighteenth year of his age, the young all the peculiarities beionging u> sea life ami to 
medical student had continued to he sujijiorted in a . seamen which give so true and natural an air to Ins 
decent manner b)' ids grandfatber, wiio having descrijitions, and which seem to transpoit Isis 
promoted his elder brother in a iniiilary career, ' readers to the very scone, so powerful istlie illusion 
and refused to do the same for tlie younger, lie succeeds in producing. 'J’hc drudgerv of juo- 
aUhough he had expressed a strong predilection for | fessional duty, as in Ins iqquvntieeslnii, liowowr, 
it, was bound to prov ide in some way for bim. ^ be did not relish ; and no sooimr was lu* a complete 
Jh’obablj be would have done so, but djing at tins sailor as regarded the sort of knowledge he wanteil, 
time in no prosperous eireuinstances, it was found ; than he lett the ship, and went to n‘^lde f(»r some 
he had made little or no provision hir the cliildri'ii , time in the island of .lamaiea. Iltri' lie fiisl be- 
of his youngest son. Mis mother was still alive; , <'aine acqnamtedwithtbe heaulifnl aiidacconijilislied 
his brother was where il is said our author so inueb I Anne Jjasc(‘ili‘s, a lady wlioni lu* afterwauds mar- 
wislied himself—witli his veginient ; and Ins sister, ried.for his finances were at this period bv no means 
soon after Sir James’s death, married Air Telfer, [ in a satisfaetory,nnieb less inafiourishiiig eomiuimi. 
and Mrs, Smollett, liom that period, in general re-] Upon the return of our voung adventurer to 
suited with them at Leadhills, (ir Edinburgh. j bondon, he found the public iniiid in a stale of 

No sooner had the }oung surge<»ii comjtlcted Ins higli excilement after the decided victory obtained 
apprenticeship, than, in his nineteentli vear, liede- , ovi-rtlie Scotch Ilighlandei.s on the jilains of ('ul- 
tcrmiried to leave Scotland, and try to cut out a i loden. ’I’lie fearful slaughter of the insurgents, 
new path for liiiriself in the great Britisli nicho- | tlu* eold-hlooded (xecsses committed when the heat 
polls. The year previously he had finished his of (he confliel had sidisided, and the veporti‘d con- 
tragedy of the “ Regicide.” to which we have nivanco, if not the participation, of the Duke of 
alluded, and which he oaiTied vvith him as Ins sole (’iimherland, the commamh*r-in-ehi( f, in the devas- 
literary recommendation in the onts(*t. It is said ; lalions and cruellies which ensued, roused all the 
to have been Ins object likewise to sdieit employ- patriotic indignation of young Smollett’s soul. Of 
incut in the army or navy; but his chief wealth lay warm and susceptible feelings ; a strong love of iu- 
in the resources <>f a mind richly stored willi dependence, that early displayed itself, and an 
general knowledgi*, in a fine v’cinol humour, a warm enthusiastic regard for las country, derived no less 
ianey,and most engaging conv'ersation and address, from its striking historical associations than the wild 
Upon his arrival in London, the author himself grandeur and magnificence of its scenery, together 
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with his early principles, confirmed by habit und 
cdiicjitioj., made it natural that he should leel the 
wounds inflicted upon a whole people for the errors 
of a few misguided tuen. 'rhougli ojiposed to the 
Jacobites, his heart, as well as his principles, equally 
revolted against the perpetration of such injustice; 
and he p:ave ultoraiH‘o to his indignant scorn in 
those fervid and noble lines, enough of themselves 
to confiT upon him the enduriug; honour of the true 
patriot and tlie poet. Tliey were emphatically en¬ 
titled “The Tears of Scotland;” and for exquisite 
patlios and the melody of tin* verse, have been sur¬ 
passed hy few lyric effusions in our own language. 
Tlie opmiing has been pronounced eminently simple 
and l>eautiful:— 

Mourn, haploss Calodomn. mourn 

Ij.uus»i’(! jKMfi*, ihy l.iunls torn!” 

It is Stated hy Dr. Anderson that the ode origi¬ 
nally consisted only of six stanzas; and that the 
author, so far fnnn being deterred hy the strong 
pojMilur excitement aji.mist tin* *I.UM»hites. gave tlunn 
free cireniatioii; and wlien advised by liis Wliig 
friends at ail events to conceal his name, lie 
fearlessly rejeelcd those prudent remonstrances, and 
hasrened inori* openly t<i atow them. S) coui- 
ph'tely were all ideas of personal risk and lesjKmsi- 
Inhtx, or its injiirions eftecis upon his fortunes, 
ahsorhi d in that fervid .sentiment, the '•'■jiulignatio 
fiU'it versus" of tlie genuine satirist an<l p<M‘t, lint 
he even adiled a seventh stanza, more hold and 
uncomproiiiising than the former :— 

M lull ilie n .mil ws my M-ins, 

And unini'j* Mi'il ... 

)>( M iiiiiK'i ot ni\ nmntn 

■\Vulmi in> lilial lu.irt sluill i>tal ” 

It woiildajqiearthattheseverity exercisedtou ards 
his miliappy country men had eonsideralde intlnence 
in modilying Smollett's tiuauer ojuriions of the 
Whigs, and from a strenuous supporter of tlie house 
of llanover, family principles nliieh In* had gradu¬ 
ally' mihibed, he heeame a divided opponent of the 
ministers of George II. whom lie freely stigmatized 
as a set of •* Iiearlle.-'S and sordid Knaxes,” the op- 
pressiirs of Ins country. This was pretty hold, if 
not disinterested, for a young navy .surgeon,wliose 
expi'cLitioiis, already more than oiuv disappointed, 
might, it. wu'* thought, have taught him greater 
prudence or caution in bis manner of <*xpressing 
himself uiKler the eye of a ]iart}' in full possession 
of ])ovver, and flushed with nvent triumphs ■which 
left them nothing to drinid. So lar, however, from 
joining 111 the general incense to their praise, the 
young ])atriot aeeusi'd tlietn of Inniig no longer the 
supporters, but the betraym-s of freedom, no longer 
deserv ng the eonfidence of their country ; and 
tliere is little doubt that, had he been oUler in the 
political arena, more influential, or belter known, he 
Would have been selecl(‘d as a victim fit to .swell the 
triumph of the reigning ministry'. Sinolletl's youth 
and want of political weight at this period happily 
protected liim from the honour of martyrdom. 

But other and more jiressing inotivi's now with¬ 
drew him from the angry contest to try hi.s fortune 
in a more eongmiial, if not a more productive 
sphere. In 174(k he may bo said In liave first 
commenced that literary eare<T inwhieh he suh.sc- 
quently distinguished himself, hy Ihe publication of 
a satire, which he entitled “ Adviee,” in a 4io form, 
in Us plan it is not unlike one of Rope's satires, 
fewnded on the classic model; for it supposes a 
dialogue carried on Indwei'ii the poet and his friend, 


the latter of whom, according to rule, is repre¬ 
sented as giving advice, in order to elicit the 
spirited answers of the satirist. In the manner of 
bis great predecessors, ancient and modem, of 
Juvenal, iVrsius, Swift, Pope, und Fielding, he 
begins by lashing the villanies of the self-styled 
“ great,” the aristocracy, or, literally speaking, the 
best portion of .society, as they eoirqilaceiiliy assume 
to be, while sunk and besotted in the lowest and 
most degrading vices, and rolling in wealth and 
luxuries, acquired, at no distant date, by the rob¬ 
beries and blood-thirsty violence of their ""great 
aneeslors." 'I'lie author had here a fine* and fertile 
field; and he indulged his ironical vein with no 
small degree of fidicity and freiKloni. 'fheir rank 
hypocrisy and simony, their wiekedne.ss, oppn*s- 
Mon, and most of all, their destructive monopolies, 
whicfi devour entire comiminities, and consign ge¬ 
nerations iinhorn to penury <ind want, he holds iqi to 
the scorn and reproach of tlie nation, lie does not 
.sjiare Ihe most lofty piTsonages who then wielded 
the power of tlie new' Ilaimverian dymisty. 

This violent outlm‘ak of tlie satirical talents ofonr 
author, the usual path selected by writers of .strong 
and vigorous jiowers,-- just as u givat ]iatviot, or 
briefless barrister, eommeiiees liiscareiTby the nio.st 
virulent opposition, tlie better toenluuK’e his ]irice, 
— was regarded hy his friends witli well-founded 
uneasiness and solicit ude. They re])resented to 
him that the failnro of a Jiluy, the want of success 
in his ])rofessumal career, tlie slanghler of a few 
thousand Scotch fanatics and the eonfiseation of 
Scotch estates, aflbrded no sufficient reasons for 
ahandomnghis Wliig predilections, foratlackingtlie 
characters of the “chartered gr<’at,'’ whom I’ope, 
Swift, and Fielding, like the satirists of old, bail ail 
found to be too strong for tliein. Still, he it re- 
memlK'red to their honour, they were vainly 
tempted to sing their odes of recantation, by a good 
numd price being delicately jnit upon their con¬ 
version. 

'fhe names of the Dukes of Newcastle and 
Grafton.the Karls<»fBath, Granville, and (.'holmon- 
deley, of Sir William Yonge and Mr. Put, “the 
uii.sliakon Ahdiel.” are pointedly alluded to by Ihe 
subservient /mini who holds the dialogue in a 
character not to In* mistaken. It was quite ev'iilent 
that, at the speed he proe<'eded, fhe young satirist 
was in a fair way to make even Ihe metiopoli.s 
like Dumbarton, vulgarly' speakinir, “too hot for 
him ; ” to excite enmity wheie he imeht have made 
friends; to di'stroy his temper as well as Ids 
prospects; and to throw himself a vuttm under 
the Juggernaut wheels of political snjK'‘rstition 
without in the slightest degree heiiefitiiig the 
world, or promoting the cause of treedom and 
humauity whieli he htul so strongly at Iieart. It is 
alw'ays a dangerous gift, yet one almost iiiseparahle 
from genius of a lofty or sensitive kind, lo feel 
acutely the wrongs inflicted on mankind by their 
ruthless ojipressors, who, in the estimation of these 
modern censors, build up thmr mighty monarchies, 
their princely state and fortunes, upon flic broad 
enduring basis of tbe servile ignorance and super- 
.stition of man. It is not long, however, before 
many of these young enthusiasts and patriots of tbe 
day see reason to change, if not tlndr opinions, at 
lea.sf the expression of them, and joining the large 
and popular train of Mr. W orldly Wiseman, defeat 
the intentions of the “ great Leviathan, ” to devour 
them entirely alive. This vvas the step which fhe 
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friends of the warm-hoarted and susceptible poet— 
for it was then llic poetry of life with him—w^erc 
anxious for him to u<lopt, early ratlicr than late ; 
but with tlie generous disregard which marks the 
youth of every man of sterling genius or tal(‘nt, as 
It had already distinguished the boy ** with tlie stane 
in his jumch,” Smollett turned a deaf ear to the 
rep<*ated remonstrances addressed to him. He was 
at tlu* same time aware of the d.ingcr and obloquy 
•Mtending the course he pursued ; of the resentihent 
his attacks might occasion in the bosom of indi¬ 
viduals : but he still perse\ered in “ his open assaults 
upon vice and folly,” and n*jectiug all considerations 
of prudence, never hesitated to launch his arrows 
against the faults of public men, from the fear of 
making private enemies. 

The next (composition of which w e hear w as an 
opera, showing, at all events, the versatility of the 
author's powers, if not his exipiisite art in this 
sjieeies of comj»ositum. It w’as entitled “ Alceste,” 
and written for Mr. Kich, of (\)vent Garden ; hut, 
as in former instances, a misiindei*standing took 
place between the author and the manager, and it 
was neither acted nor pnblislied. 'The music was 
composed hy Handel, who, on finding that no use 
w'as likely to be made of it, viTy ceononiKMlly 
adapted it to Dryden’s lesser “ Ode tor St. ('eciiia's 
\y\xy*'— llanyliins's Ihstorif of \’ol. 1. ]>. liS. 

By no means encouraged to persevere in the 
diamaJie line hy this result, our poet had again re- 
c«»urse to his satirical weapons, possibly not in the 
}»est temper, and gave to tlie ungrateful \(orld his 
•* iieproof,” a satire, also in quarto, intended as a 
seeond part to his former, and composed, if any¬ 
thing, with increased vigour and acrimony. K\- 
lending his seventy of criticism from the Govern¬ 
ment to its suliordinates, lie fell upon the army 
itself, “fierce as ten (Quixotes, terrible as Saneho,'’ 
against the windmills or the lions. He lashed with 
becoming love of discipline (for the army tlien was 
assureilly fair game) the whole pack of military 
dastards, contractors, usurers, gamblers, poetasters, 
pimps, tSte. &c.; held up to derision the unpopular 
general of that time— 

“The vanquish’d knight, who triumpti’d in his trial”— 
Sir John (Vipe; and exposed the farce of the 
public Board of Irupiiry, whieli acipiitted him, in a 
strain of mock allegorical sarcasm and inve;ctive, 
that. il‘ ])ut into a plain dr«‘ss, could not have been 
exceeded. Tlie army, indited, w'as admirable food 
for satire, and the temptation was nottobe resisted 
by a talent like Smollett’s. Neither was his recent 
quarrel with Jiich forgotten, who figures in lus 
“ ke(*n iambics ” as the king of showmen, famous 
only for his art of exhibiting “tawdry and tinsel ” 
with peculiar (‘ftect:— 

" Fraufrlil witJi th#> spirit of a Gnflup monk, 

Lft liich with dullness and »luv«)tiou iliunk, 

Enjoy the peal so harlurou*? and hmd. 

While hife brain pours new monsteis on the crowd ” 

Hi’jntiof 

Themanager, however, w ashy this time pretty w ell 
proof against the missiles of disapjiointed authors ; 
he liad been well seasoned hy JNipe, and Young, and 
Fielding, and had gradually got a scaly hide as 
liard as any rhinoceros. Nor was his enmity less 
ferocious if his unwieldy strength Avas once roused; 
for, like his contemporary, Wa.ljiole, in the ministry, 
he loved to slumber and lave his enormous sides in 
all tlie seu^i and dirt of his theatrical Nile, spirjing 
his foul corruptions all abroad, and keeping decent 


and creditable people, with any regard for dean 
hands, at a re*'pectful distanct*. in thus incon¬ 
siderately attacking “ the great” and powerful, tlu* 
butts rather than the patrons of genius in tliat cor¬ 
rupt day, Sinollett was much, if not justly, blamed 
hy his friends, at that very time assiduously (uigaged 
in attempting to bring forth bis tragedy, when he 
was still comparatively unknown, and often ujiou 
the verge of penury, hut still undismayed, and 
])roudi> scorning patronage. 

At the same tune, with the imprudence so diarac- 
teristic of joung authors, and so jiroductive of 
most of their calamities, - in the imdst of this 
chivalrous war, a crusade of authorship against 
managers and ministers,—Smollett, who had main¬ 
tained a regular correspondence with the pretty 
idiss Lascellcs, now married her, upon the rich 
I expectaiic} of some .'lOOO/. of slave jirojicrty iu 
Jainai(‘a. Tlie marriage ceremony took place in 
London; and AVith the poet's slender resources, 

I it A\as perhajis an experiment not altogether 
I judicious; and in as far as founded iijion the 
, ladj's expectancies, almost sure to jirove, as it did, 

I a source of vexation and uneasiness. In many 
respects the union was not a happy one; nor per- 
hajw improved hy the eircumstunee of her possessing 
a small property, inadequate for married persons to 
appear with ropectahihty, jet tending to create a 
sense of depc*ulenc(‘ on tlie hushand’s side, tlioiigh 
I it is reeotdrd that she w^as a person of amiable dis- 
I position, and an elegant mind. With the same love 
i of display tliat in exactly similar eircumstanc(‘s 
I iiiijiclled Fielding, our author took a genteel house, 
and livedinastjleagreeahlctohisdispositionrather 
than his finances, in full expectation of receiving 
the fortune that belonged to bis wife. Instead of 
tins, however, he had to sustain a long and litigious 
suit, which sw'allowed up the greater jiart, leaving 
a trifling reii^idue, w hicli ill provided for the wants 
of a delicate w ifo wdlh an impaired constitution, and 
(hd)ts incurred upon the hopes of receiving an ample 
dower, 

Smollett was thus once more compelled to lur 
recourse to Ids pen, and in the year 17*1K he jmb- 
lished his “ Adventures of Koderiek Kandoin,’' in 
two vols. 121110 ., of wdiich the nearest model, jut- 
liaps, is to he found in the historical novel of Gil 
Bias. Jt is not exceeding the hounds of just praise 
to observe that it is hardly less replete with true 
humour and entertainin(‘nt. Jt had a quick and 
verv extensive sale, and at once brought him what 
he had long and vainly been in pursuit of -money 
and reputation. 

Jt is evident that many of the adventures in this 
delightful novel were borrowed from the events of 
th(' author's own life, and the cliaracters from per¬ 
sons with whom he was well acquainted. 'J’liat of 
Squire Gawky was taken from the life, and ('aptai is 
Oakum and Whiffle w'ere well known in the par¬ 
ticular vicinities w hich he has described. Koderiek 
bimself is often placed in eircLimstances not dis¬ 
similar to those in wliieli Smollett found himself; 
hut other incidents are so verj diUcreiif, that he was 
justified in believing that the aj»plieation would 
never lie made. For instance, the father of the 
hero is met Ivy the son in the West Indies, while 
the father of the author had long ceased to exi.st. 
Jioderiek was an only child; Smollett had both a 
brother and a sister. The mother of Kaiidom had 
I a brother, a lieuleiiant in tlie navy, one ot' the chief 
characters; but»Smo!letl had no uncle in the navy, 
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and in the same way there are innnirjc^’ahle in- 
stmiees to show that the siibjirt is scarcely worth 
mention, when the real and the feigned are so 
intiiiiutely interwoven as to r(*duce it wliolly to a 
matter of conjecture. Miss Jjaseelles is said to 
have sat for the portrait of Narcissa. 

It has been seen that Smollett e.'iily r(*sented the 
dictatorial conduct of patrons and managers, and 
in the story of Melojioyn, the severe strictures 
upon Laey and Garriek, under the characters of 
lhayer and Marmozet, seem to confirm the general 
opinion then euirent, tliat Melopoyu s tragedy an<i 
the iiKlignaiit critic's was the same. As if farther 
to retaliate upon them, and prove to tlie world the 
t rroneous judgment they had formed of his ]iro- 
duclions, he published in 1749 his drama of the 
“ llcgieide,” which, after rejection, had been exposed 
to the censure of the small fry of dramatic censors, and 
treated without any mercy. It was brought out by 
subscription, was successful, and is said to have 
realized for the author sonietliing considerable 'Phe 
result of this appeal to the supreme court of public 
opinion must have been exceedingly gratifying to 
SinolJelt, if we may judge from the extreme l>it- 
tcrncss with w'hieh he reiti,Tatcs in his ])rcface tin* 
complaints bcfori' made in Eodciick Ihnulom 
against patronizing insolence and the duplicity 
of niiinagers. “ 1 and my jirodiu’tion,’' he say's, 

“ were iiitroduei*!! to a lat(* pat<*nte<‘, of eourteous 
memory, who found means to amuse me a w ludi* 
season, and rlien declared it nnpraet!eal»le to bring ' 
it on till next year, advising me to make my ap¬ 
plication more early in the winter, that wcmiglit 
have time to elfeet such alterations as might lie 
thought necessary for its successful apiiearaiiee on 
the stage. Hut 1 ilid not find iiiy account in fol- • 
low’iiig this w holesonie advice, for to nic he was ' 
always less and less at leisun*. In short, after , 
suinlrv pvi>niis<‘s and many evasions, in the course ! 
of which he practised iijion me the wludeartof 
^irocrastination, 1 demanded his final answer witli ' 
such olislinacy and w’armtli, that he could no longer | 
resist rny importunity, and refiiM-d my tiagedv in | 
plain tiTiiis. Not that he mentiomsl any material j 
ohjeetion to the ]nece itself, Init seemed t(» fear lli..t ! 
my interest was ii »f siiflicicnt to support if m the \ 
Tepresinaation, allirmmg that no (luimatie <'(Uupo- j 
‘ ottcvcr perfect, could succeed 
English audience by its own merit, but must cn- 
tindy depend ujion a faction raised in its behalf.” 

It is evident from the fori'going that the Muing 
dramatist had just cause of eoin[iiaint as ri'garded 
want of ojicmu'ss and sincerity at tlieoutset outlie 
part of the manager ; Imt it is equally clear tli.it his 
warmth and iinpetnosity hurried liim into accusa¬ 
tions equally unjust, and w'bicb he could not support 
against men like Garrick and Lord Lyttleton, and 
that he afterward.s r<*gretled having made use of 
such expressions appeared from bis desire of atoning 
fr them by the sketch he gave of the eharacter.s 
of both those eminent men in his “Complete 
History of Flngland .”—Scotfx Life, p. 129. 

Upon his return from the West Indies, Smollett 
had resumed liis practice as a surgeon, and linally 
took out his diploma, granted by the Marischul 
college of Aberdeen, dated 1750, and set up as a 
regular professional man.* Jlewasnot, however, 
successful in his new career; of an impatient temper 

* Ho also publisliod an Kssay on the Kxtcrn.ii t-he of 
Waler, wUli remark« upon the method of ubiiic tlie niinoral 
R aters at Bath. 


and independent spirit, he was too deficient in little 
arts, and in patience and adajitation of manner, tu 
bt'ar with the foibles and caprices of individuals. 

“lie failed,” says his most recent andenlightenod 
biographer (Sir W. Scott), “to render hiiiisel/ 
agreeable to his female patients; certainly not from 
w ant of addrcs.s or figure, for lioth were remark¬ 
ably pleasing; but more probalily by a liasty im¬ 
patience of listening to petty c(>inj)laiiits, and a 
want of sympathy with the lamentations of those 
who laboured under no real indisjMisition. It is re¬ 
markable that although very many, perhaps the 
greatest numlKT of sucees.sful iin dieal men, have 
assumed a despotic authority over their patients 
after tlicir cliaracter w-as established, few or none 
have risen to pre-eminence in practice who used 
the same w'ant of ceremony in the coinmenccmeiit 
of their career. J’erluips, however, J)r. Smollett was 
too soon discouraged, and abandoned prematurely 
a proli'ssion in w'hicli success is proverbially slow.” 

In the summer of 1750, Smollett made a tour 
to Faris, where he had the advantage of studying 
IiA' and character on a new and more extended 
scene, that capital being the resort ofthe fashionable 
and the learned ; jieojile, indeed, of all ranks and 
pr<dessions, and from every part of Europe. He 
was accompanied in bis exciirsiims in the vicinity 
by bis friend J)r. Moore, himself an aiitl or of cele¬ 
brity, who has left us an interesting aeeouiit of Ins 
eecentrie eompaiiion, and his no le^s amusing re¬ 
marks. “M’he ]iainter.” Ik* say*;, “wliom Smollett 
afterwards typified iiiubr tlie name of Fuller, 
was Ill tlie capital of France at that time. 'Ibis 
man used to declaim with rapture on the siibje<l 
of /•///'(, and as Smollett declared, often ii«:ed the 
foMuwing expression. ‘J’aiis is very rich in the 
ait**. Jamdonis a Goth, and \\ estniii>stt*ra ^'alMbll, 
compared to l^iris.' 'I'his preference, with the pert 
manners of the iiian. disgusted Smollett, and be 
exliibited Hallet in his adventures of • JVregrine 
Fickle.’ Uliat would be iiu»re dillicult to justify 
IS. liis having glanced al the cbaiacter of tlie late 
Dr. Alomside. in his description ofthe pliysicjan 
in the same jierfonnanee. 1 liave been told that 
Snudh'tl's pique al him arose fnmi some refi(‘CtionR 
Akeiiside liad throvMi out against Scotland after 
his letuin fiom E<linburgb, where he luul studied. 
However inexpiable sneli an olfence may aj>pear 
in the eyes of a yonni' GaledonMii, the world in* 
geiu’ral will tliink it liiidily blaniableto have given 
any grounds An* the apjslwatioii of si' ritliculous a 
character as the pliysn i.in in * J’l'rcgrine,'to a man 
of so inueli genius and ical worth as Dr. Akeiiiside. 
This cliaracter, liowcvcr. is eontiasted in the most 
laughable inanner. with tin* poriiaits of Fallot and 
tiolter ; and in the eutertaiiuiient after the manner 
of tlie ancii’iits, given by (he pliy .sician to a French 
maripus. an Italian count, ami a German baron, 
Smollett displays eijual erudition and humour.*’ 
Dr. Al(H)ti‘'s Life of Smolh'U, vol. i. p. 124. 

'Thougli an aciiirate observer of nature and 
biinian ehaiaeier, and p(>s.ses''ing acute pciielratiou, 
Smollett, in eomnion with most ot his countrymen, 
imbibed prejndie<*s against the French, from which 
he was never aftirvvards entirely free; bo deeply, 
perhaps, had the original t'f Fallet wounded his 
self-love and nationality, lie never attained tho 
power of speaking their language with facility, 
which prevented him from mixing in their society, 
and deciding from personal knowledge and experi¬ 
ence upon their character. 
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The success of liis first novel hiiviiig encouraged 
the author lo persevere, he published in 1751 his 
IVregririe Tickle, which is supiiosed to have been 
written while he resided at Paris. It was received 
by the public with such extraordinary avidity, that 
avery large impression wasdisposedof iiiEngland, 
and another in Ireland, notwithstanding the ellbrts 
of booksellers and others, whom the autlior accuses 
of having attempted to obstruct the sale, from the 
circumstunee of its being jmblisbed upon the au¬ 
thor’s own account. With his characteristic iinjia- 
ticncc and imprudence he again rushed into the con¬ 
troversial lists, attempting to hold up the comfuet 
of his secret enemu‘s to the iiuT^nation of llie 
public, advancing accusations and complaints, whieli, 
how ever well or ill founded, the public iuis beiui 
at all times in the habit of treating with the utmost 
disregard and indifference. Nor were th<*se con¬ 
fined only U) hihlioj^lists; professional authors, 
public characters of 7hc day, and <*ven men of 
science and philosophers, were indiscrhninately 
mingled in bis angry attack. It miglit have been 
thought that the splendid jnerits and decided 
success ol' the work were the best revenge the 
autlior could have taken upon his ill w ishers, and he 
was .soon further gratified by hearing that it had j 
been traii.^lated into the French language. It was i 
then he began to repmit, as on former (»cca''ions, of 
his too great impetuovify and haste, a fact that we 
gather from his advertisement to a new eilition of 
the work. “Itwas llie author’s duty a.« well as 
his interest, to oblige the public with this edition, 
which he has endeavoured to render less unworthy 
their acceptanei*, by retrenching tlie sujierfluiiies 
of the first, reforming its nianners, and correcting 
its expres<:ii)!i. Divers uuinleivsting iucidcuts are 
wliolly supju’essed ; some humorous scenes he has 
endeavoured toheighteu, and hefiattm’s himsell that 
he has expunged every adventure, jdirase and insi¬ 
nuation,that could he construed by the most delicate 
reader into a trespass upon the rules of decorum. 

“He ow’us with contrition,that, in one or two 

stances, he gave way too iniich to the suggestions 
of personal n'sentment, and r<*pres< nted characters 
as they ajipeared to him at that time, through the 
exaggerating meduiiii of pn‘judict‘. JluL lie has in 
this impresMon endeavoured to make atonement 
for these extravagancies, llowsoeier he may have 
erred in point of judgment or disert'tion, lie <lefies 
the whole world to jirove that he was ever guilty 
of one act of malice, ingratitude, or di.dioiioiir. 
'riiis declaration he may he permitted to make 
without incurring the imputation of vanity or pie- 
sumption, eonsidiTiiigthe iiuiiierous shafts of en\}, 
rancour and revenge, tliat have lately, both in 
juildie and private, been levelled at his reputa¬ 
tion.” It is eiirums to observe, that even while 
apologizing and recanting his former errors, the 
author at tlie close of these ohsenalious seinns 
almost r<*ady to break out again, and aim anotlier 
blow at his real or imaginary hies; ofwhom, no doubt, 
the chief pan belonged to tin* latter description. 

At Paris, Dr. Smollett became aciiuainted witli 
several Scottish gmitlenien, exiled from their coun¬ 
try in eonse(|neiiee of the unliappy affair of 17‘15. 
Their situation is alluded lo with great feeling in 
the second volume, where Tickle meets them at 
Boulogne, as they are returning from tlieir daily 
pilgrimage to the .sea side, merely to feast their ey es 
upon t he prospect ofthewhiu* cliffs of England, which 
lliey were doomed never to approach. Mr. Jliuitm', 


of Burnside, was the imlividiial who is men¬ 
tioned as weeping bitterly over the misfortune of 
having involved a beloved wife and three chil¬ 
dren in misery and distress ; and in the impatience 
of his gidci^ cursing his intolerable fate. “ 1 mys(*lf,” 
says Dr. Moore, “heard Mr. liuiiter express him¬ 
self in this manner to Ur. Smollett, and at thesuiiic 
time relate the affecting visit which he and his 
companions daily made to the sea-sidc wlien they 
resided at Boulogrie. 

“Ill Teregrine I'iekle, several imstanees are given 
of the arbitrary nature of the French government, 
and of the infolerahh* insolence of the higlier 
classes of society towards the inferior. 'I'he story' 
of the king’s eei(yr;', who stalihed a barber for 
having aocideutaliy cut his face in sliaviiig, I re¬ 
member, w’as much talked of at that lime in Taris. 
Wlietluu* the barber actually die<i of the wound 
1 do not reeolleel.”— ^^oo/r\s LtJ(\ p. Tia. 

“Ten gnne Tickle,” observes Sir Walter Scott, 
“is more finished, more sedulously lalwnired into 
exeellenee, exhibits sceiu's of more aeenmulated 
interest, and jirosmits a rielier variety of char.ioter 
and adventure than Boderick iiamlom ; hut yet 
ihere is an eas<* and simpheity in the first novel 
w'liieh IS not ijiiite attained in the second, where tin 
author has substituted splendid colouring lor strict/ 
fidelily of outline. Tliree of the iminitahle sca- 
clniraeter.s, 'riunnion, Tipes, and even Jlaieiiway, 
hord<-r iiiioii caricature; but Lieutenant Bowling 
and Jack Battlin are truth and nature itwlf. The 
reason seems to lie, that when an author brings 
forth liis first rojiresenl.ition of any class of elia- 
raefers, he seizes on ihe l<*ailing and sinking out¬ 
lines, and therefore, in llie seeond attempt of the 
same Kind, he is foieed to make some distinction, 
and either to invest his personage with loss oh- 
vioiip and oi'diuary traits of character, or to place 
him ill a new' and less natural light. Hence it 
w’ouhl seem, the difference in opitiion which some¬ 
times occurs between the autlior and the reailer, 
res])ectiiig tlie eoinjiaralive value of early and of 
MihsiMpient publications. 'I’he anllior naturally 
e.st«*enis that most Ujion w lilch he is eonscions niueli 
more labour has been liestowed. W’hile the public 
often remain constant to their first love, and prefer 
tlie facility and trntli of tlie earlier work to tlie 
more elaliorate exeeulion displayed in those which 
follow it. But though the simplicity of its predecessor 
wa.s not, and could not he, repeated in Smollett's 
second novel. Ins [lowers are so far fioni evmeing 
any fallingolf, that in Teiegrine Tiekle there is u 
much wider range of charaeler and ineideiit than 
i.s exhibited in lh>dcn<'k Jhindom, as widl as a 
more rich and brilliant disjilay of the talents and 
humour of the distinguished author. 

“Teregrine Tickle, however, did not entirely 
ow e its success to its intrinsic merit. The Memoirs 
of a La<ly of Quality, a separate tale thrust into 
the work w ith w hieh it has no sort of connexion, in 
the manner lutriMlneed by Cervantes, and followed 
by Le Sage and Fielding, added considerably to its 
immediate popularity. These memoirs, now' re¬ 
garded as a tiresome and mnu'ci'ssary excrfseencc 
upon the main story. C(*nh>m the hi.stoi y of Lady 
Vane, renowned at that time for her beauty and 
her intrigues, 'fhe lady not only furni.shed Smollett 
with the materials for recording lier own infamy, 
hut it is said rewarded him handsomtdy for the 
in.s<»rlion of her story. Mr. Mackerchor, a character 
of a different description, w'as also introduced. Hr 
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nas remarka’olc for the benevolent Quixotry with 
Mhieli Ik* supported the pretensions of the unfortu- 
iM-te Mr. Annesley, a claimant of the title and pro¬ 
perty of Anglesea. Tlie jiublic took the interest 
in the frailties of Lady A^ane, and the henevolenee 
of Mr. Mackcpcher, which they always take in the 
history of living and remarkable chanicters; and 
the anecdotes respecting the demirep and the man 
of charity greatly promoted the instant popularity 
of L’ert'grine Tickle .”—Bioyraphwul MimoirSy 
pp. 130'-i;w. 

It is also observed by Dr. Moore, that in rcgtird 
toSmollelt's sea cliaraeters,. tliey were so enter- 
taimng to the ]ml)lie,and he was universally thought 
,to have .succeeded so wonderfully in drawing them, 
that he himself beeamc fond of the work ; jet he 
never u as so exipiisitely successful as in liis first 
attemjJt ill I’oni liowling. 

“ it has been said that Smollett was not successful 
iri\ drawing female chara<*t<‘rs; yet the ])rineipul 1 
female iu Ins romances is alwajs of the sfrielest | 
purity of imiid and manners. The character ot' | 
K\nilia. in Peregrine J‘iekle, ihegajest of them all, , 
is at the same time watchful ainl spirited. She 
does not indeed lecture on \irtue like a professor 
of moral philosophy; nor is she <leek«i in all 
the Ihiwerv omaineiits uilh uliieli tlie lu'roines 
of roin.niee are .soinetiiiies adorned.* She alviavs ! 
apjieavs in the simple dn-ss so heeouiing and so j 
])eculiurh natural to jonng English ladi<*sol \n1uo | 
and good* sense. AltluMigh Me uonld not adiise , 
any to permit theinselses t<f he drawn into the same 
situation wlncli she was, after ha\ ing been di-eojed 
to a masijnerade and from tlience to a tavern hy 
her lover ; yet if ever they should be beguiled into 
a siiinlar situation, they M'ill no wlicre lind more 
pn*]iei Muitinient to adojd, nor a better ex.iniple to 
I'oilon, than those of Emilia on that occasion. As 
soon as she pereeiNi^d the perfidious intentions of 
lier lover, she tiddresseil him in the following 
w'ords, ‘while li(*r<‘yes,' ue are told, ‘gleamed uitli 
ail the dignity of the most nwfid resentment.’ 

‘“Sir, 1 scorn to upbraid jou with a repetition 
of jour former vows and jirotestations, nor will 
I recapitulate the Jiitle arts you have practised to 
sn.irt* my heart; b<*canse, lliougli by <lint. of the 
most perfidious dissimulation, \oii ha\e lound 
means to deceive mj opinion, your utmost efibrts 
Iiave ne\er been abl<* to lull tlie Aigilaiice of my 
eouduet, or to migage my alVectioiis beyond th<‘ 
power of discarding jou wi(ln»ut a tear, wliene\er 
jay lioiiour sliduld ihmnind siieli a sacrifice. Sir, you 
aiV uiiwortliy of my einicein ov regret; and the 
sigh tliat now struggles fnnu my heart is the result 
of sorrow for my own want of diseeriimenl. As 
for your present attem])t upon my chastity, 1 de¬ 
spise y our ]K)wer as I detest your intention, 'fhough 
under the mask of the most delicate rt“speet, you 
have deeoyeil me from the inimeillate proti'ctioii of 
jniy frieinls, and contrived otluT impious stratagems 
to rum my jieaee and rejmtation, J confide too much 
iu my own innocenee and the authority of the law, 
to admit one thought of fear, much less to sink under 
the lioiTor of this shocking situation, into wdiich 
1 have been seduced. Sir, your behaviour on this 
occasion is in all respects low and contemptible, for, 
Titian as you are, you durstnot harbour one thought 
, ot executing your exeerabh* scheme, wliilc you 
I knew iny brother was near enough to prevent <ir 
; avenge the insult: so that you must not only he a 
: treacherous villain, but iilsoamostdespicablccoward. 


“ Having expressed herself in this manner, with 
a most majestic severity of aspect, she opened the 
door, and walking down stairs with surprising reso¬ 
lution committed herself to the care of a watchman, 
who aecommodated her with a hackney chair, in 
which she was safely conveyed to her uncle’s 
house.” 

This is an admirable picture of a heroine; and 
there is no doubt, for the times in which Smollett 
lived, a niostinoralandexcellent one,well adapted to 

prove^ of the highect utility ; when abductions, 
elopements, and a coiiipa^’atively bold disregard for 
tbe restraints of public and private deeonun, 
opened a career of villany to the fashionable and 
corrupt nobility which had need of severe chocks, 
to th(‘ extent of hanging and transporting for the 
freiiucncy of their capital crimes—as in the cases 
of Jionl i’ViTcrs and Lovelace—and their reckless 
violations of public law' and social order. Tin* 
ample, therelbro, of an heroic and virtuous resist- 
ane<* to the violence and intrigues of bad men, here 
olVered to her sex by the spuited Emilia, was ad¬ 
mirably calculated, as is justly remarked by J>r. 
Moore, to inspire noble and correct sentiments in 
thosi* exposed—and what ])ortion <if female society 
w’i‘re not exposed?—to the machinations of noble 
villains and ruffians, and at the same time to strike 
them w ith a certain aw e and terror, as it did Kieklc, 
w'lien a woman, fearless in the strength of her lofty 
])riuci])les and virtue, dared, like Emilia, to llasli 
the pietuie of their liideous erimc' in their very 
laces, and rouse with a strange dread the voice 
of the accusing deity in their hearts. In this and 
other scenes of his IVregrinc Pickle, Smollett 
showed himself a great maMerofthe passions, as 
well as an excellent censor and moralist, however 
he may have trespassed in regard to little details 
and w arm eolouring, which ought not to be allowed 
to detuud from the general and grand moral ten¬ 
dency of th 'whole, tlie high incentives to virtue, 
the Ik autiful sentiments, and exipiisite descriptions 
which it contains, 'riiere is indeed ample evidence 
throughout the entire story of JN*regrine Pickle, 
that howe\er occasionally carried away by the 
ardour of his feelings, his impatience and irrita¬ 
bility of temperament, there is in all his view.s 
and sentiments, a constant aspiring after some¬ 
thing good and noble, even in his most common¬ 
place characters; and it is this generous devotion 
to the bi tter jnirt of man's mixed and uncertain 
nature which lends so great a ehanu to his studied 
representations of life and manners: 

*• I’oi e’en his f.wlui is lean to virtue’s sid^” 

and like Swift and Vielding's, his indignation 
against Avhut lie conceives the insincerity, arrogance, 
and heartless oppression and hypocrisy of the 
falsely styled “great,” whether founded in justice 
or otherw ise, must alw ay s be pronounced honour¬ 
able to the feelings of the man. 

For some lime after, giving up all views of his 
profession, Smollett had fixed his residence at 
Chelsea—a convenient distance from l/mdon to 
]>reverit his serious occupations from being inter¬ 
rupted, yet sullieiently near to admit of his occa¬ 
sional visits, and to keep up regular communications 
with liis literary connexions. In the numberof those 
he now included 1 )r. Armstrong and Mr. Wilkes, 
who, as well as their common friends, became his 
welcome visitors, w'hilo ho as frequently joined 
their scientific and literary parties in town. 
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It vras about this period that Smollett be;?an to 
attain that high rank and that splendid reputation 
as a man of wit and letters, to which his native 
genius, his talents and extensive knowledge fully 
entitled him; and from this time we hear liirle of 
his virulent atlacks and jhtsoikvI satiri's; he I’clt 
that he had won by his own ertorts the position at 
which he aimed, and the angry spirit of neglected 
and disappointed merit Ix-eaine husluxl. 'J'hus in 
his second edition of JVregriiie Ihekle, he omitti'tT 
numerous invectives of the bitterest kind, which 
had found a place in the first; and he nsecl tlie 
pruning knife in other respects witli no sparing 
hand. The stricturi's upon lAttleton and Fieiiling, 
tile latter of whom he had nphraided for his de- 
pemlence on th<‘ great patron’s bounty, were wludly 
cancelled; and he attenijited to recall every thing 
he had written against them and otliers from a 
similar spirit of disappointed antliorship. He had 
ridiculetl the eeiebrated Monody on tin' I )eath of his 
Wife, by the pocf-statesinan, in a burlesque ode 
“Dn the Death of niy (irandmother,” for which 
no excuse can be pleadi’d unless it be Ins irresistible 
love of ridicule and of practical jesting -a foible 
which seems to have been Ixirn with him, and to 
have still impelh'd him, from the lime w'heii he picked 
quarrels w'itli his school-mates, for tlie mere love of 
the thing, always, like tlie idle urchin he (inee was, 
to carry a “stone in lus jiouch.” In the first edition 
of Teregriue Jhckle, tlnnv are nnmbeis o!'those 
|M*rsonu! adventures and odd tricks so inherent in 
Ins constitution, but which, with grow ing l■l•putalion 
and (‘molumenl, lie was cnrelul to erase from tlie 
second. ' iJ»* describes f/^ttlcton, whosi* (‘haracti'r 
and poetry he treated with eipiai disrespect, as the 
famous (iosling Scrag, Esq., son and heir <ifSir 
Marmadnkc Scrag, wiio seats himself in tlie chair 
of judgment, and gives sentence upon the authors 
of the ape. “ I should be glad to know on what 
pretensions to genius this predoniinanee is huinded? 
Do u few flimsy odes, liarreii epistles, pointless 
epigrams, and the supiu'stitious suggestions of a 
half-witted enthusiast, entitle him to that eminent 
rank he maintains in the world of letters.^ or did 
he acquire the reputation of a wit by a repetition 
of trit»‘invectives against n minister, eonv<‘yed in a 
theatrical cadent c, aecompaiued A\ith the most 
ridiculous gestures, before lie believed it was his 
interest to desert his master and rmiounce lus 
party. 1 never saw him open his mouth in pulilie, 
I never heard him sjieak in private conversation, 
without recollecting and ajqilying these two lines 
in Pope’s Duncmd: 

‘ Duliifss, (IcIifjJUfrt, e>i*ct the hvelv dune**. 

It<‘nn.‘iub’uni' slie litThclf was Dulnesj. once ’ 

AndLyttlcton’s long regard and friendship for Field¬ 
ing,winch ourauthor considers interested patronage, 
is contemptuously alluded toina retoinniendation to 
a young author to Iced the vanity of (Josliiig Scrag, 
Esq. “ I advise Mr.Spondy togive him the refusal of 
this pastoral; and who know.s but he may have 
the good fortune of being listed in the niimhcT of 
his heiiefactors. iq which case he may in process of 
time be provided for in the customs or the church ; 
and when he is inclined to marry ln.s own cook- 
maid, his gracious patron may condescend to give 
the bride away ; and may finally settle him in his 
old age as a trading Westminster Justice.”—iVc- 
rjrine Vickie^ Ed. 17.57, p. 123. 

Jn the Adventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom, 


Smollett had in view a strong moral purpose,—the 
exposure of viee.s belonging to a class rather than 
to an individual; and by this re])resentalion in one, 
of tlie hypocrisy, licentiousness, and ojipression of 
(he many, to hold them up to public odium and con¬ 
tempt. He observed tlic same historical arrange- 
meiitwhieli he had adopted in his fornuT romances; 
and so far from its having lK.*en in liis contemplation 
to give a model for imiuiliou, as he was accused of 
by his detractors, in tlie charae(<*rs» of hi.s heroes, 
his objeet was to warn and to deter; in imitation, in 
fact, of Le Sage, to lead a vonng man throu^li a 
variety of seenes, and put him info situations wliich 
afford the writer opportunities of exhibiting human 
nature in interesting points of view, of agit.iting 
the j)a.s.sions, of amiiMug the imagination, and of 
instructing the understanding of the read<*r. At 
tlie same time, the Adventures of ('omit Fathom 
present a complete picture of human dejuavity ; as 
if m addition to tlieir revolting character, tlu* author 
had wished to show Jiovv far his peculiar huniimr 
and genius eoidd carry him, coinhined with a moral 
object, (owluth he himself refers in his preface 
to this singular and most unenviahJe produclion. 
“ Mnt while we <io justici,” observes Iiih excellent 
biograplier. Sir W. Scott, “to the author’s motives, 
w<' are obliged (o deny the valklity ot liis reasoning. 
To a read< r of a good disjiosition and well-regul.itcd 
mind, the picture of moral depravity presented in 
the character of ('mint Fathom, is a disgusting 
]»olluti«>n of the imagination. To those, on the 
other hand, who liesitaic on the bunk of meditated 
iniqnitv, it is not safe to detail the arts b\ wiiich 
the ingenuity of viilanv has irimnphed in former 
instances; and it is well known that tlu*jiuhlieatioii 
of the re;il accomit (d’ nnconimon enims, allhougli 
attended by tlu* jiiibhc and iidamons pumsluiu'iit 
of tlie perj)e(rati*is, has often had tlie etleet of 
stimulating othi'rs to similar actions. To sonic 
iinh.qqiy minds it may occur .is a sort of extenua¬ 
tion of file crime which they meditate, that even if 
they carry their pur])ose, their guilt will fall far 
short of wliat the niillior has aserilted fii his fic¬ 
titious character; and there are other imaginations 
so ill-regulated, that they catch infection from 
stories of w’ickedness, nml feel an insaiu* impulse to 
emulate and to iva!i/e the pictures of v illanv, which 
are embodied in such narratives us lliose of Zcluco 
and ('omit Fathom.” 

'I'here is undoubtedly iniioh truth, as well as deep 
knowledge of life and human natiiic in these ob¬ 
servations, tiiouiili it may at the same time be 
observed, that if the most serums warnings, and 
tlie mo.st fearful examples are not only tliiown 
away upon a few of the most liardeiicd and de¬ 
praved, but even incite them to worse enine.s, it by 
no means follow .s, tliat the effect is the saim* iijmu 
the generality of offenders of a minor stamp, and 
that they may not, upon the whole, he productive of 
more good (lian evil. 

“(km.sidering, however,” continues hisbiographer, 
“the plan and tendency of tin* work, it is impo.s- 
sihle to deny our appluusi* to the wonderful know¬ 
ledge of life and manners wliich ks evinced in the 
tale of Count Fathom, as much as in any of Smol¬ 
lett’s works. The horrible adventure m the hut of 
the robbers is a talc of natural terror which rises 
into (he sublime; and though often imitated, has 
never ycl been surpassed, or perliaps cqviidled. In 
(k>uiit Fathom also is found the first candid attempt 
to do justice to a calumniated race. The benevo 
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lent Tew of Cumherlimd had hi^ prntotxpL* in the 
vonhy Israelite, whom SmolleK has introduced 
with very great etVect into the Iiislory of Fuihoni.” 

• ' Biographical Mmoirn, ^c. 

It is always interesting to observe the different 
views of distinguished writers regarding the same 
subject, and it may be remarked that another of 
his biographers, the ingenious author of Zelnco, 
takes precisely opposite ground, and considers that 
much of the merit of this work consists m its 
masterly exhibition of liuinun depravity. ‘‘Inde¬ 
pendent of any inelinatiou he may have to justify 
J)r. Smollett, it would not he thought surprising 
that the author of Zelueo should he eager to refute 
.smli HU interenee, if lie imagined it could In' 
made by any but the most snperheial observers of 
human nature; hy those who, while they urge it, 
inuf-t admit that Shukesjieure was the viekedest of 
mankind ; and not to mention a thou'^aiHl oilier in- 
slaiKvs, that the author of the Night Thoughts must 
have been oiu* of the most reveugidul men that ever 
the world ju'odneed; for w ho ever deli neat (‘d charac¬ 
ters more wicked than Iviehard and Macbeth.orwho 
ever eojieeived «uie more revengeful than ZangaZ' 

That Smollett was himsidf awareof the tendency 
of this popular opinion as likely to be iniurious to 
Ills work, appeals from the nmiark.s prefixed to it 
in his prefaee; but we do not think that either the 
author or }ii.> friend Dr. Moore say much to in- 
xalidare the strength of Sir \V. Seott’s ariruments 
U])on the subject. “'Fo relieve tin* imiid,’' farther 
ohsiTves I>r. Moore, “from the eontinued horror 
wliicli a series «if Mcious actions wonid create, the 
work isv.ined hv seciie'* of liiimonr, by animated 
and pietures(]ue desci i|»lions. and by incidents of 
melting tenderness. Of the first, however, the 
doctor iias been more sparing in Fi'nlmand Fathom 
than in either of his preceding iiosi'Is; but his 
description (d* a laud-storm when benighted in a 
forest, and llie iransuitions at a cottage fierpienttd 
by a band of murderers, are <‘X<piiMtel\ caleulated 
for exciting that species of horror which is so 
interesting to many readers; but in what be dc- 
iioiniiiates a midmglit julgrimage to Monimia's 
tomb. It must be acknowledged that the pathetie 
effect IS greatly dimiiiislu'd hy the romantie im- 
prohahility of the ineidents," - Dr. Moon's Li/r. 

Soon after the ajipcaranee of this novel, Smollett's 
habitual hastine.'*s of temper iinolved him m an 
unplea.sant aflair with a person of the name of 
(rordon. lie had been assisted, and even snatched 
from ruin hy the author's kindness; In' had even 
become bond for him to an inconvenient uinoimt. 
taking advantage of which the wretch thix-w him¬ 
self into court, set all his creditors at defiance, and 
treated his la'iielactor with so much impcrimence 
as to irritate him into giving him a sound beating. 
(Jordon brought Iiis action; and his ooun.w'l, llio 
Hon. Hume ('ampbell, from secret enmity to jioor 
Sinolh'tt. ma<le the most exaggerated statement, 
which had not, however, the I'ffect of imposing 
upon the jury, by wliom he was acijuilted. S<> 
Biroiigly, nevertheless, did Smollett resent the abuse 
heaped upon him by the h'urned counsel, that he 
eiiirusled to a friend a letter, vlemanding adeipiate 
reparation for the injurious treatment he had re¬ 
ceived by an instant apology from Mr. Campbell. 
But Mr. Mackereher very sensibly, perhajis, does 
not appear to have forwarded it to its destination, 
for in a few days Smollelt again addre.sses the 
'ifuisive counsellor as follows 
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“I havevv.nted .s<.-veral days in hope of receiving 
from you an acknowledgment touching those haish, 
unjnstinable, and let me add, unn.aunerly expres¬ 
sions which you annexed to my name in the (’ourt 
of Jving’.s Bench, when you opened the cause 
depetiduig between me and IVtcrClmdon; and as 
I do not find that you have discovered the least 
inelinatlon to retract what you said to my prejudice, 

I have taken this method to refresh your memory, 
§nd to demand such satisfaction as a gentleuiaii, 
injured as 1 am, has a right to elaitn. 

“ I’lie business of a counsellor is, I apprehend, 
to investigate the truth in behalf of his client; but 
surely he has no privilege to hlaekeii and aspiTse 
the character of the other party without tiny regard 
to veracity or decorum. 'J’lut you assumed this 
unwarrantable privilege in commenting upon your 
brief. I belhw'e you will not pretend to d<-ny, when 
J remind you of those jieeuliar flowers of elocu¬ 
tion which you poured forth on that notable occa¬ 
sion. First (»f all, in order to inspire the court with 
horror and contempt for the defendant, you gave 
the jury to understand that you did not know this 
J>r. Smollett; and indeed, his character appeared in 
such a light from the facts contained in your brief, 
that you never should di'Sire to know him. J sliould 
be glad to learn of wliat eonsc<iueuce it could be to 
the eiiuse wlietlicr yon did or did not know the 
defemlaiit. or whether you bail or liad not an iii- 
eliiiation to In* acquainted with him ? Sir, this was 
a jHtilui personality, calculated to depreciate the 
character of a gentleman to whom you was a 
slrai’ger, merely to gratify the rancour and malice 
of an abandoned fellow who .had fi'ed you to speak 
inhiscau.se. Did I ever seek your acquaintance, 
or court your protection^? I had been informed, 
imleod, that you was a lawyer of some reputation, 
and wlu'u the suit coiniiieneed would have retained 
you for that reason, had. not 1 been anticipated by' 
the jdaintiff; but far from coveting your ac- 
quainianee, 1 n< vir dreamed of exehanging a word 
with you on that or any other subject ; you luight 
ihereioie have spared your iinidmns declaration, 
until I had jiul it in y<uir jM»werto mortify me with a 
icpiilsi', vvliieh, upon luy luiiiour. would never have 
been the cnM*, were you a imieh greater man than 
you really are. Vet tlnswas not the only expedient 
you UM'd to prepossess the jury against me. You 
was hardy enough to re]»re.scnt me as a person 
devoid of all limnamty and remorse : as a baibarous 
nifliaii, who, lu a cowardly manner, had, vvith two 
assoeiates as barbarou.s as myself, calk'd a pence;ible 
gentleman out of las lodgings, and assaulted him 
111 the dark, w iih intent to murder. Such an horrid 
iinjmtation, publicly fixed upon a j»erson whose 
innoceuee you couhl liardly miss to know, is an 
outrage for w hich, 1 believe, I might find repanition 
from tlie law itself, notwithstanding your artful 
manner of qualifying the expiession hy saying, 
prornlcil (he /'acts < an he prorrd. This low suhler-^ 
fuge may. for aught 1 know, screen you from a 
prosecution at law, but can never acquit you iulliat 
court wliich every man of honour holds in his own 
breast. 1 say. you must have known my innocence, 
from tlie weakness of the evidence which you pro¬ 
duced, and with which you either was, or ought to 
have iieen previously acquainted, as well as from 
my general character and that of my antagonist, 
which it was your duty to have learned. I will 
venture to say, you did know my eharactor, and in 
your heart believed me incapable of such brutality 
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as you laid to my cliarge. Surely I do not over- | advanta^jo, pnz/linfr, perplexing, and brow-lM-ating 
rate iny own importance in affirming that I am not j him with such artifice, eagerness, and insult, as 
so obscure in life as to have escaped the notice of overwhelmed him with confusion, and had well 
Air. Hume Campbell; and J will 1 h* hold enough to j nigh deprived me of the benefit of his evidence, 
challenge hiin and tlie whole world to prove one Luckily for me, the next gentleman who was called 
instance in which my integrity was called, or at least confirmed what the other had swore, and proved to 
left 111 question. Have not I, therefore, reason to the satisfaction oi' judge and jury, and even to 
suppose that, in spite of your own internal eonvic- your own conviction, that this terrible deliberate 
tion, you undertook the cause of a wTetch, wliose assassination was no more than a simple blow given 
ingratitude, villany, and rancour are, I firmly be^ to a rascal after repeated provocation, and that of 
Iieve, without example in this kingdom; that y(m the most flagr;jnt kin<l; that no advantage was 
magnified a slight eorrectioii bestowed by his taken in point of weapons; and that two drabs, 
benefactor, in consequence of the most insolent whom they had picked up i‘or the purpose,^lad 
provocation, into a deliberate and malicious scheme affirmed upon oath u downriglit falsehood, wilIi a 
of assassination; and endeavoured, with all the view to blast my reputation. You yourself Mas so 
virulence of defamation, to destroy the character, conscious of tliis jialpablc detection, that you en- 
and even the life of an injured jierson, who, as well deavoured to excuse them by a forced exjiianation, 
as yoursell, is a gentleman, J v l)irtli, education, and M'lnch, you may dejieud upon it, shall not screen 
profession. In favour of mIioui, and in consequence tlicm from a prosecution for perjury. I Mill not 
of wliut, Muis all tins zeal nianifcsled, all this slatidm* say, tliat this was like iiatroiiiznig a cotijilc nf‘ 
eshausted, and all this seurrllity discliargcd ? Vour gi jisles w ho had forsworn themselves, eonsecpieiillj 
clieul, wlioui you dignified Mith the title of Ksniiire, forfeited all tith- to the coiintenanee, or indeed for- 


aiid endeavoured to raise to flu* sanu* footing Mith 
me 111 point of station and eliaraeter, you knew to 
be an abject miscreant, whom my compassion and 
humanity bad lifted from the most deplorable scenes 
of distress; whom I liad saved from imprisonment 
and niin ; whom J liad clothed and fed for a series 
of }ears; whom 1 had occasimialU assisted Mith 
my ]nirs(*, credit, and intluenci'. ^’oii knew, or 
ought to have known, tliat, after having reeeiied a 
thousand marks of my l)enevolen<*e, and jirevailed 
iijion me to endorse notes for tin* support of his 
credit, he willidrew liiniself into the verge of the 
court, and took up liis lialntaiioii in a paltry ale- 
bouse, wliere he not only S(‘f me and the rest of his 
creditors at defiance, hut provoked me, by sciirrilons 
and insolent letters and messages, to chastise liim 
in siieli a manner as gave him a handle for this 
prosecution, in wlncli yon signalized j ourself as Ins 
eliampion, for a very liononralde consideration. 
'Phore is something so ])alj»uhly ungrateful, per- 
fidums, and indeed dialiolical, in the conduct of tlic 
prosecutor, that, even m thesi* degenerate days, I 
wonder how he could find an attorney to appear in 
his behalf. (Hvmpora! O mores! After liaving 
thus sounded the trumpet of ohloipiy in your pi’e- 
amhle, ami tortiir<‘d every circumstance of the 
jdaintilV's evidence to my detriment and dishonour, 
you attempted to suhjeeV me to the ridiciik* of the 
court, liy asking a question of my first Mitness, 
M-liieh had no more relation to the cause than if 
you had di'sin'd to know tlie name of his grand¬ 
mother. What title had 3 on to aslt of a tradesman 
if he kncM me to he an author? Wliat affinity liad 
this question M’ith the ciremnstanees of tlie assault? 
"Was not this foreign to the jmrposi*? Was it not j 
impeitinent, and proposed with a vioM' to ]mt me 1 
out of eoiuitenanee, and to raisi' the laugh of the ' 
spectators at my expense? There, indeed, you was 
disappointed, as you freqmmlly are in thiise little , 
digri'ssive efforts by M’hieh make' yourself re¬ 
markable. Though I do not pretend to po.ssess that 
superlative degree of effrontery by m Inch some 
people make a figure at tlie bar, T have assiiraiiee 
euougli to stand the mention of my works without 
blusliiiig, esp<*eially when 1 despise the taste, and 
scorn the jirincijiles of liim who would turn them 
to my lii.sgraee. You siiceeedid, how ever, in one 
particular; I mean, in raising the indignation of 
my witness; of which you took all imaginable 


bcaraiice of the court- but ibis J will sai, tliat 
your tenderness for them was of a ])ieee with 30111 * 
whole beliaviour to me, w'liicb I think w’as eqiiall) 
insoieiil and unjust; for granting that you had 
reall} Mipjiosed me guilty of an intended assassina¬ 
tion before the trial began, 3011 saw me in tin* 
course of evidence acquitted of that susjjiinon, and 
lieanl the judge insist upon iiiy iunoeeiiei* ui his 
charge to the jnr 3 % wlio bionglit in tlieir verdict 
accoidingly. Tiieii, sir, 3011 ought in comnioii 
justice to have <nvned yourself mistaken, or to have 
taken some otlier opportunity of expressing your 
concern for what you liad said to my disadvantage; 
though even such an acknowledgment would not 
have been a suflieient uqiaration. beeausi* before 
my witnesses Averc called, many persons Ud’l tlu' 
court with impressions to my prejudice, conceived 
from the cahimnios which they beard yon espouse 
and cncouragi*. On the whole, you opened the 
trial with such liAjicrbulical iinjictuosity, and con¬ 
ducted it with siieli parlu’iilar bilti-rness and ran¬ 
cour, that cvcrvliody perceived you was more than 
ordinari IV interested; and 1 could not divine tlie 
mAsli-rioiis bond of union that attached you to 
IVter (Jordon, Esq., until yon furnished me with a 
key to tilt* w hole secret, b)' that strong emphasis 
with which 3 t)n pronounced the words, i-Lv/mnwd 
i'txoit J'dthom. 'i’lien ! discovered the soince of your 
good-will towards me, wliicli is no other than the 
history of a law-smt inserted in that performance, 
where tlie author takes occasion to observe, that 
the counsel behav'd like men of eon.sinnrnate 
abilities in their jtrofession ; exerting lliemsel\es 
with equal induslr 3 , eloquence, and erudition, in 
lli<‘ir endeaA’ours to jierplex the truth, brow-beat 
the evidence, puzzle the judge, and mislead the 
jury. Did ati} part of this character come home 
to 3 'our own conscience? or did 30 U resent it as a 
sarcasm levelled at the whole bench without di.s- 
tiiiction? I take it for granted tliis must have 
been tin* origin of 3 'our enmity to me; because 
I can recollect no other circumstance in my con¬ 
duct by Avliich 1 could incur the displeasure of a 
man whom I scarce knew by sight, and with whom 
I never had the least dispute, or indeed concern. 
If this was the case, you pay a ver 3 ' seury 3 com¬ 
pliment to 3 our ow*n integrity, by fathering a 
character which is not applicable to any honest 
man, and give the world a handle to believe that 
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crar courts of justice stund greatly in need of refor- 
matiou. Indeed, the petulance, license, and buf¬ 
foonery of some lawyers in the exercise of their 
function, is a reproach upon decency, and a scandal 
to the nation; and it is surprising that the judge, 
who represents liis Majesty’s person, should suffer 
such insults upfm the dignity of the place. Hut 
whatever liberties of this kind are granted to the 
counsel, no sort of freedom, it seems, must be 
allowed to the evidence, who, by the by, are of 
much more consequence to the cause. You will 
lake upon you to div<^»rl the audiene.e at the expense 
of a witness, by impertinenf allusions tosonu* parts 
of his private character and affairs; but if Ife jn-o- 
tends to retort the joke, yon insult, ahiiNe, and 
bellow against him as an impudent fellow who fails 
in las respect to tln‘ court. It was in this manner 
yon behaved to my lirst Avitness, whom )ou lirst 
provoked )Ulo a pa^-.sioii by injin’jous insinuations; 
secondly, took an advantage of th»‘eonliisi<»n which 
\<ui had <‘ntailed iijnm lorn; and !asll\, you insulted 
ium as u person wIjo had sluitfled lu his e\i<lenc<‘. 
'This might have been an irn*j).irahle injury to the 
character of a trad4'sman, had not lie been luckily 
known to the whole jury, and m.niv other peisons 
HI cviurt, as a man of umpiesdoned jirohity and 
eiedit. Sir, a witness has as good a title as you 
h.i\e to the protection of tin* court; and ought to 
li.ive mon*. because ca idenee is absolutely necessary 
lor the investigation of iriilli; whereas the aim of 
a lawyer is often to involve it in doubt and ob¬ 
scurity. Is it for this purpos(‘ you so freipieiitly 
deviate from the point, an<l endeavour to raise the 
mirth of tli<‘ au<lu*nee witii tl.it and insij>id 

similes.^ or, have you really so miserably mistaken 
ytmr own talents, as to s«*t up for the eliaracter of 
a nun of humour? For my own part, were I dis- 
powd to lie merry, I shouhl never desire a more 
jneeiiaiit subject of ridicule than your own ap- 
p'Mr.uiet* and Ix-haviour: but as I am at prcHUit in 
i veiv serious mood. I slull content myself with 
fl'uminiling adetjuate rejuration for the injurious 
In Hinent 1 have reeeived at y'oiir hands; otherwise 
I Will in four days j»ut tins letter in the press, and 
poll shall hear ui another inauner—not from a 
aullian aiul an assitssin-- lull fnun au iujuied geulle- 
pn.in, who IS not ashamed of subserilmig himself."-- 
VvV/*o/i. Miiij. vol, V. 

'risen' IS every reason to eoneluile, from a variety 
of eireiinistaiiees, that Smollett, as tlie injured parly, 
received a due apology, and eanu* off witli honour in 
this t(» him of all men, exceedingly iiriUiting and 
A'exatioiis affair. Jlis sjiinted and decided eoiuluet, 
th<* jM-rseveranee of his friend Maekendier, wliose 
jobligations ti» the Doctor’^ rendered him a w’arui 

I advocate—as hold and obstreperous us the eoiin- 
llor liimself—added to his ]mhlic ajipeal and 
e cessation of the correspondence, justify ns in 
e supposition that tlie author received wliat he 
usidered the reparation which one geullenmn is 
I'uud to make to anotlier, for injurious asjHTsions 
St ujioii him, like those so lavishly besl< wed By the 
ommruOIr Alexander II. Cumphell. 

Sul).-!,equeut to the jmhlicatiou of Count Fathom 
e literary connexions of the author bee.ime greatly 
‘tended: he iiad offers from different booksellers, 

• FhiR is proved hv the lolhuMiig extract from f>ne of 
jlmollett'a letters—“1 am mucli iiiortitied tli.at niv rascallv 
jfluai ion Will not at juasent permit me U send more than the 
Wucenclosed, ae nothmgeomd Rive me more ploaMue than 
w opportunity of showinp with how much fricndslsip and 
1 am," Scc.-^Entopeun Magazine, vol. v. 
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and, with “ the pen of a ready writer,” be reaped 
the substantial fruits of his fame, and found the 
great men of “ the trade” both more generous and 
more remunerative patrons than lords and princes. 
The great “ props and pillars” of the literature of 
that time, the Tonsons, the Lmtots the Millars, 
and the Cailells, folJowi'd by tin* dohnsons and the 
Robinsons, had created a new epoch in the diffusion 
of art and lettv^rs,- -innumerahle editions of standard 
works were exhausted; comparative fortunes were 
r<*alizi‘d by authors as well as by booksellers; and the 
wealth and reputation of tlic great lioudon houses 
wire then established. The temper of the Doctor, 
however, was not very favourable either for co¬ 
partnership, or for making over the entire copy¬ 
right of his works, though it had doubtless been the 
most judicious plan—for he might safely have en¬ 
trusted his fortune and his future success and 
celebrity in the liands of those so deeply interested in 
promotingtluun. ilepreferred, however,in 175.5,to 
jmhlish bis translation of tlie celebrated novel of ('er- 
vautes upon bis own account; encouraged by a liberal 
subscription, whicli had even exceeded bis expecta¬ 
tions. lie executed bis great task - for such it 
really was—with more spirit and ability than 
fidelity; be endeavoured, as he liimself states, to 
ndaiu tin* ideas witlmut strictly adliortng to the 
iiteiai expivssioris of the original; from which be 
has not .so far deviated, however, as to destroy that 
formality of idiom so peculiar to the Spaniards, and 
so essentia! to tin* character of llie work. Hut it is 
not either as a hiograjiher ora learned commentator 
of ('ervantes that the genius of Smollett was at all 
caleulati'd to shine; both previous and subseinient 
editors have done ample justice to that portion of 
the .subject, and none w'llh more taste, discrimina¬ 
tion, and sound judgment, than the last editor* of 
klolleux’s excellent and faithful version of this in¬ 
imitable and mimoiial work. The chief merit of 
the new translator, who, we .sliould remember, 
followed men of no mean leurning and jiower.s,— 
Shelton, jMotteiix, and darvis,—consists in tlie 
liap])} manner in which he has transfused tlie spirit 
of (’ervantes, ami contrived to kei'p up the Immour 
of the respective characters and scenes by adopting 
only the air and manner, finding corresponding 
iilioms, pioverhs, and ])hrases, and thus giving to 
it miieh of the gnic(‘ and :ittraction of an original 
production, lie indeed possesst'd these requisites 
in a high degree; and though he liad not the ad¬ 
vantages of having truvidled in the country, or of a 
close or critical kiiowiedgi* of the language, it is 
wonderful how successful lie bjisbeeu in mastering 
difficulties of every Kind, in particular as regarded 
obsolete customs, provincial manners, and turns of 
c'xjire.ssion, math* us(‘ of by Sancho and some otlier 
characters, and for which the hero himself, deeply 
read as be was in the literature and language of 
bis country, was at times compelled to ask an ex¬ 
planation from Ids sijuirc. Nearly all his bio- 
grapliers and annotators, incliiding d'ytler and the 
able editor of IVlottenx, agree in awarding tlie palm 
of excelleiiee to Smollett’s version, so far as a fund 
of original biiinour and a versatility of talent, by 
which tlie translator could accommodate Ids style to 
almost every species of writing, have the advantage. 

• Tins (‘\ffclK lit otlilicm waspulilixhcd by tlic distuiRiiihhed 
autlior of V.ilenuR. HcRiiiald iXatton and Adam Itlair; turn* 
M‘lt an tidiRliti iu-d {iitir, us vrell as an excellent Spanish 
s< Ills munitablc version of the .Spanish baliadei di9- 

phiys much Rcnms and viRoiir of imagination as thM 
edition of the Don iluixole learning and research. 
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Immediate.y upon the completion of this labori¬ 
ous task, the author relaxed for a season from his 
multifarious pursuits, and made an excursion into 
Scotland to visithis mother, an act of filialduty which 
he had for some time intended to perform. He 
found her at his sisteris, Mrs. TelferX at Seotston, 
w hero he spent some time; revived his old connex¬ 
ions, and, in many pleasant walks and rides, laid in 
a good stock of health to stand a sc*cond London 
bookseller’s campaign ; a work that, in the hands of 
an active, ardent writer like the Doctor, would not 
ill grace one of the twelve labours of Hercules, "VVe 
are told by Dr. Moore, that on first being shown 
into llie room to his mother, Mrs. Telfer, his sister, 
introduced him as a gentleman just arrived from 
the West Indies, who was well aetpiainted with her 
son. The Doctor humoured the conceit, jiiitting on 
a serious countenance, quite foreign to his own ; but 
hajipening once to smile, his mother instantly 
sprung from her chair, and throwing her arms 
round him—“ Ah, my son, my son I then T Imve 
found you at last!” Slie confessed at the same 
time that if he liad retained his solemn look and 
continued “to gloom,” she could not possiblyliavo i 
detected him, but that “his old roguish smile be- i 
trayed him in a moment.” ' 

Previous to his return to London, Smollett visit(*d 
different parts of Scotland, and spent twoda>s wuli 
Dr. Moore at (llasgow, sought out his old com¬ 
panions, and visited tlie spots long before celebrated ' 
for the brilliancy of his juvenile exploits of .‘^iiow- 
balling and throwing stones. 

Upon his return to town, Smollett was soon 
waited upon by the trade, lie was too <*l<*ver and 
indefatigable an allj' to be neglected, and among 
other otters, he was invited to superintend the 
Critical Keview, a literary journal, commenced 
in 175C, umler the auspices of the Tories, in opposi¬ 
tion to the Montlily Ueview imilortaken in 1749 
by Dr. (irifhths, wdtli directly opposite views, cal¬ 
culated for the support of the Whigs, the low 
church, and the dissenters. 

Smollett, with his wonted activity, elurffully un¬ 
dertook his share of editorial duties, and pnqiared 
an address, in eonjunctiim with his colleagui*s, 
which advanc(‘(l strong claims to impartiality and 
independence, foll(»w<*(l by the usual string of pro¬ 
fessions upon tlu'se occasions, which Imve hecoine 
long since too hacknied to bear rcjietition, and 
which concluded with the comforting assurance that 
that work would never, without extreme reluctance, 
disapprove even of a bad writer who had the 
slightest title to indulgence. 

It would be loo much to say that Smollett, in his 
editorial capacity, acted up to the inviting profe^s- 
sioDS he had made; but he condiieted the Jieview 
with groat ability, and it met with considerable 
success. But, as was to be expected, the natural 
impatience and irritability of the editor .soon broke 
through the article of leniency to bad writers; at 
least in the opinion of the latter, who considered 
the Doctor’s leniency like that of most other doctors, 
a very cruel kind of mercy, and which they too 
professed that they did not at all undi-rstand. It 
was a rep<'titioii of the Gordon and Campbell case; 
and he soon found not only one Campbell in the 
field, but more than one dozen, and became involved 
in a variety of disputes, more vexatious than remune¬ 
rative or creditable. 

Every thing looked smooth and pleasant in the 
outset; but “sweet in the mouth and liilter in the 


belly” is a scriptural truth that might well hav« 
been applied to the tempting editorial bait swallowed 
by poor Smollett. The same autumn he reaped a 
plentiful crop of authors’ comidaints, w ho hurled 
back “ the slings and arrows of outrageous” critics 
in double showers on his head, till the air grew dark¬ 
ened, and they fought like true Spartans in the 
sluule. Even some among the editor’s great con¬ 
temporaries, conceiving themselves ill used by (he 
roviewer.s, laid the whole blame at Smollett’s door, 
which had little or no rest (far off as it was then 
at Chelsea)—from the peremptory kno<‘ks of the 
penny jxistman - quite snffieient of itself to produce 
that nervous irritation and dyspepsy under winch 
he subse<iuenlly laboured. The greatest wntiTs of 
the day soon added their war-song to the general 
chorus of the small fry ; and Smollett’s lime was in 
great part taken up in writing conciliatory letters to 
the offending parties. Uichardson, in himself a ho-st, 
was one of tlu.se; and it would appear from the 
follow ing letter, addressed to him by tlie unfortunate 
' editor, tlmt the author of Clarissa had intimated to 
other parties how little he appreciated the critical 
acumen of the (’ritical. 

nK-lsc:i. Aiiff. Kith, ]7r,r,. 

Sir.- I w.ii extieruflv coiUTincd rotind tiijbcll 
■>r .1 silly, uir-.ti) nisiiiii.itioii arRiiist Mr. Kuiinulson'it uut- 
m;.'h,\\lu> li a|ijn ari'd Mniif tinu-.ij-'o lu tli<‘ t'ntual itevn-w, 
aud 1 ili-sircd uiytiuml. Mi. MiUir, to a'.vurc jou iii my 
lli.it It was inserted withnui niy |iii\ity ni nnv uru'iu'i. 
Thoufih YOU tcceiieil llu-exi>I.nuituni withyoui iisn.ilc.uiiKiiii, 

J think It in> duty to coruilinr.iti wli.il he h.o said in iny 
vindnatK 11 , hy i»ioteshiig. m the most solemn nninncr, that 
I Held inue nn-iitiomd Mr Kn’h,iuls(m‘s n.imewitli disre¬ 
spect. not e\ei rellut* dupon him or lin. writings by the most 
distant hint or allusion, and lii.tt it is impossible ] sliould 
ever inenliini bim eitliei as a writer oi a man witliout ex¬ 
pressions of admiratmn .uid .ipiitause. 1 .^nl not much 
addieledto eoni[(ljmenf, bnf 1 think Kiich .in .leknowledgment 
IS no inorv than a piece ol justice due to tliat amiable beiie- 
voli-nee, subhine mur.ihty, and suipiisuig nilnnaiy with the 
human he.irt, winch iniisi e\er he the objects of veneration 
among people of good seiisf and integrity 1 am very inueK 
obliged to yon foi your judn ions remarks on the plan of my 
ITistoij, ami shall be jiHiud ol vmir ativiee on any luture oe- 
e.ision in the tlie mean time 1 big leave to jiroless myself 
with the most jicrfiet csteiin, Sn, your very humble servant. 

Ts SMt)I.Li:TT. 

Still he did not allow the “Beviow” lomonopolize 
his whole attention ; he prepared, at the expense of 
Mr. I )od.sIey—as well known to fame as most of his 
eontemporarie.s—a C'ompendiiim of Authentic and 
Mnlertaming Voyages, digested in a eliroriologieal 
series, the whole exiiibiting a elear view of the 
customs, manners, religion, goveruineiit, eommeree, 
and natural liistoiy, of most nations of the known 
world; iilii.strated with a variety of genuine charts, 
maps, plans, heads, &e., in seven volumes, 12mo— 
a very useful ami jiopular eompilation for the time, 
comprehending all ilu: most interesting facts; and 
an aeeoiiiit, written byJiimself, of the failure of the 
expedition to Cartliagena. 'J’he compiler was also 
one of the first w ho freed this ent<*rtaiiiing branch 
of history from those lieavy and verbose details 
which clogged the narrative and perplexed the at¬ 
tention. A narrative thus condensed, and set off ii. 
Smollett’s easy and happy styh*, at once improved 
the mind and delighted the imagination by a succes¬ 
sion of interesting incidents and adventures. The 
character of Drake, as he has drawn it, presents, 
perhaps, one of the best sjiecmiens of biographical 
ta.ste, and free bold style, and genuine English 
spirit, whicl) our language can boast of. 

But no editorial ties or liK^ary engagements could 
rc.straiu the active mind and warm temperament of 
Smollett from re-entering the tlioriiy controversial 
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^♦ild of politics, and in 17.'>7, a period of national j 
lisaster, he attacked the pusillanimous conduct of ' 
he ministry, which had dis/?raced the British arms; ' 
md wrote his comedy of the Reprisal, or the I'ars 
>f Old Fiiglund, with the \iew of exciting tlie 
jparlike spirit of the nation, and directing its 
/en.eanee against its perfidious foes; an appeal 
xriiich, at tlu* present moment, the national spirit 
;an resjiond to;- — 

* What htait will f.jil to chiw, what oyoto hri{;htcn. 

When llrtrain’j. wi.itli .lumsM, hej'iiis. to { 

Her thuruhTs roll, hri tearless sons advance, 

And her red ensipns w.ive o’er the pale flowers of France ? 
Such n^nie onr l.nlicri play’d in days of yore. 

When Falwaid’s haimcis laim'd the (iailie shore, 

When Howaid’s anii I'.li/a’s vengeance lunl'd, 

An<l IJIakc dirtns d hei fainu annmd the world; 

Still hliall that >iodlike liaine \oiir hOhoinn lire, 

The peiieious s«m shall eimilatc the sire. j 

Her ancient sph odour Knpland siial! maintain, I 

O'er distant realms i Mend her pi nial rei,'n. ! 

And rise - the minvall'd empress ol the mam " ' 

A reconeilintion having taken place between 
Smollett and the great actor, the comedy w'as ac¬ 
cepted at Dnir} Lane, and jilayed with tolerable 
=!uecess ; though, in the ojnnion of (Jarrick, now 
zealous in th<* author’s cause, not conunensuvatt* 
with its merit. It was jmhlmhed, Imuever, and 
soon became a favourite afterpiece, 'fhe prologue, 
written with sprigbthuess and buniouv, tints alludes 
to file different characters in tin* piece;— 

“ A stout Hit)' rni.in and ferocious Scot 
Topolhtr hoil in oin e*n< li.mtcd pot. 

'J'o taint these \ lamis wiiti the true fum' t, 
lie shreds a must). mum. I'lcnch m.iitun t 
This st.ile uipiedicnt luiplil om n'Oinlj'c mar 
Without s( me ai id tnico n( I'.uirli^h t u 
To louse the .ipp« tlti the iltni'is -.li.ill i.ittle. 

And the d« sst it sU.iU he .i bloodless li.iule " 

The author's new frieini.. (iarnck, u ifb that spirit 
of dramatic chivalry which lie al'^a^s fell xaIicu 
about to break a lance in ftivour of a tpiondam 
enemy, achieved the painful exploit of giving 
Smollett the sixth night instead of the niutli, as 
customary, for his bem^fit; excnipled him from 
payment of the advance for liis own e\[ienses and 
appeared also on the part of the author in his popu¬ 
lar character of Jjiisiguan, in tht' tragedy of Zara. 
It is pleasant to observe that the hi'«‘aeh which 
had so long existed between those two distinguished 
men Mas thus entirely made up, and it is honour¬ 
able to Smollett that ]i<* subsequently never ailoMcd 
any reports cirenlated to the prejudu'c of the great 
actor to influence his opmum, and understanding 
from his friend Derrick that atli'inpts had been 
made to injure him in Garrick’s opinion, he in¬ 
stantly sat doM'n and MTOte tlic following h-tter, in 
order to remove every doubt and apprehension 
from the great actor’s mind. 

l>i AR Sir,- -Id justice ti» mys«-lf, 1 take the hhcrtv to as¬ 
sure you, ih.it if «mv person acruscH me of Ii.'imid' spoken 
iliMrespectfullv of Mr. (Jarriik, of having hint«d that hr 
soluited loi my farr<*, or had uiteresled views in bringing ii 
forward, lie iloes me wtoiig, upon tlu* word of a genileinaii 
The imputation us altogctlur false and lualicrmis. Exrlusoc 
of other eonMdei.ilions, J eou'd nut lie such an uliot to t.ilK 
in that stiain, when my own interest required adiirercnl sort 
of roiuliiet. Perh«i])s (hr same insidious mnhods have been 
taken to iiifhience former animosities, wliuh on mv part are 
forgotten and »e'f eondomned. I must own, you have acted 
in tills .ifTair of ihr farce, with that candour, openness, and 
cordiality, which eien mortified niy pride, while they lay me 
iiiuier the most nensible obligations, and I sh.UI not lesi 
satletird until 1 Imve an oppoitianty to convince Mr (larrick 
that my gratitude is as watni as atiy other of my passions." 

* The sum abated in Kuiollott's favour, acconhng to the 
testimony of the late celebrated actor .lolui Kemble, was 
ten pounds, the exiK'iise ui nail of the theaiii 
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j The conduct oliserved upon tliis occasion waa 
! equally honourable to both parties; as it would 
I appear from some pus.sages in the (’ntical Keriew, 
that Smollett was tlie first to hold out the hand of 
reconciliation by a marked eulogy upon Garrick, 
which if not vritbrn by him, certainly a}ipeared 
wiili his approbation. It Mas doubtless intended as 
a public retractation; and it was published pre¬ 
vious to the representation of tlie Kcpri.sal, and 
corilained some strictures upon tlie inferior plav- 
wrights of the day. “We often see this inimitable 
actor lulioiiring through five tedious acts to support 
a lifeless piece, with a mixture of jiity and infligiia- 
tion, and cannot help Mishing there were in this 
age, good poets to writf* for one mIio so well de¬ 
serves them. 

• <Jiuct[iu(l rnlcavrnt luc losa fivf ’ 

“ lie has the art, like the Lydian king, of turn¬ 
ing all that Ih’ touches into gold, and can in.^ure 
ajiplause to every unfortunate bard, funn inimitable 
ShaUes[)eare and old Ben, to gentle Neddy JSIoore, 
and the author of Barbarossa.’*— Cutival itV/ye/r, 
17 . 5 (). 

It is a well-known truth, that the editorshiji of 
critical journals and reviews is any thing but 
favourable to eijuanimitx of tem|K‘r and menial re¬ 
pose. Smollett was ])eculiarl) exposed to feel the 
elfeets of wielding the thunderbolts with a hasty 
and unsparing hand; he had neither the gravity 
nor tlie forbeuianee of dove ; and the gods of the 
earth wer equally misparnig and uncivil m heaj)- 
ing up lulls u])on lulls, b> which to seale his 
editorial ‘Sanctum,” for lie was at no pains to 
conceal tliat he had the cliief direction of the 
w’ork. lie brought a bo'-t of dissatisfied authors 
upon his bead, and among others. Dr. Nhebbeare, a 
iiotormu's jioleinie, in himself a host; vet with 
more boldness than prudei ce, he had been chas¬ 
tised in the Review for lii.s seditious puhlication.s. 
Lnfortunately for the Doctor, the incensed poli¬ 
tician and pamphleteer sus|H.*cted Smollett to he the 
autlior, and wrote a fierce reply, entitled 'fhe 
Deeasional (’ntie, or the Decrees of the Scotch 
d'nlmnal in the ('ntical Review' Rejudged, (8vo. 
IT."!)?), written with all the gall and more than 
tin* rage of Dennis, without liis learning and sm- 
centy. The most unmeasured abuse was heajied 
iqion the Doctor, and his colleagues indiscriminately 
denoiince<i “as Scotch scrubs, rascals, barbers, 
tailors apothec.ines, and surgeons’ mates,- men 
wlio know no language, not even their own,—for 
in fact Scotland ncvi*r produced any one man 
of genius, learning, or integrity.’* 

It would be idle to go into a controversy of this 
character, which at the same time was not without 
its Use, in submitting the hasty and rather violent 
temper of the editor to an ordeal of trial, a practice 
of patience which could not fail to be of advanlage 
in eheekiiig the too caustic spirit be was ajit to in¬ 
dulge. 11 is next controversy was with Dr. Grainger, 
an author of a liigher character, a man of genius 
and a poet; who, like all the rest, paid Smollett the 
compliment of being the author of the obnoxious 
articles, and wrote a smart letter accusing him 
roundly of having treated his translation of Tibullus 
with unjustifiable seventy. Its whole fire was 
levelled at tlie Doctor; its acrimony was biting in 
the extreme; ami among other charges, he attempted 
I to prove by examjiles, drawn from such as he termed 
I tlie editor’s own reviews, that he had violated tlie 
' most solemn nromises made to the imblie. ulludt-d 
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to him in the most contemptuous terms, and con¬ 
descended even to indulge himself m some reflec¬ 
tions upon the unlucky diminutive (Tohy) of the 
Doctor’s Christian name. 

“ When Greek inccts Uretk, tlicn conics the tug oI‘ hkj 
and so it was with the Doctors, both w<Te at open 
war, while they secretly resjiected each otliiTs 
talents, and ncillier liked to own himself in the 
wrong. 

“Who shall dcci' e when doctois disagree?" 
was a question cxtiemciy applicable to this dispute, 
hap)>ily at times, however, mingled witli Immoroiis 
reflections and iileasantries hetw een t he jioet and tlu* 
critic} and it is jitstly observo<l h\ Dr. Anderson, 
that the author in the Oitical Ueview, in ridieuhng 
that playful species of vengeance. Mas guilty of in¬ 
justice, if lie meant to insinuate that his antagonist 
could be classed among the diuiees of the age. On 
the other hand, it Mas remarked hy the reviewer 
that the sjiecios of wit (‘inployedby Dr. Orainger, 
however entertaining, was not now, for that otluTs 
had played on the cognomen witli as much dex¬ 
terity as he had on tlie prenoineii; that Smollelt 
Lad been facetiously converted by that stupendous 
genius, Dr. II il), into small liead and small wit ; 
that the same thought hud struck the dunces of a 
former age, w'ho had not only pumu’d sueeessfuJIy 
on the name of Alexander i*ope, but liad exeii 
written a poem against him, entith'd “ SaMne>,‘’ 

It is evident indeed, from all tlu* eireumstuiiees 
attending this editorship, soitianspicious to liis fieaer, 
that Smollett found himself in a most awkward po¬ 
sition as regarded contemporary authors and tlieir 
friends; and in a letter to his old aequaintaiiee, l>r. 
Moore, dated 170H, he feelingly deplores the dilii- 
culties wliich he hiul to encounter, and the pn*judiee 
and injustice excited against him as a Seotchmaii. 
“1 liave for some time done very little in the (’ritieal 
Review. I’he remarks upon IIom<*’s tragedy I 
never saw until tliey were in print; and a.s yet! have 
not read one line of tlie Kjngouiad. 1 am told 
the work has merit; and 1 am truly sorry that it 
should have been so roughly handled. Kolwith- 
standing the censures which have been so freely 
bestowed upon tliese and other prodiielion.s of onr 
country, the authors ot‘ the ('rilieal Review have 
been insul{<‘d and abused as a Scotch tribunal.” 

Seldom a month passed witlioul fresh complaints 
of the.same kind, &hov>ing tliut in his editorial ca¬ 
reer, the Doctor hy no means reposed upon a bed of 
roses, or sat like Kabclais joking in his easy chair ; 
for the abuse he incurred from detected folly or 
mortified vanity in authors, were suavity itself 
when comj)are(i wdtli the rancour of the-^ioliticnin, 
and the enmity of low-lived men elevated to high 
station. The succession of quarrels which befell 
int(> would of themselves f(»rni an additional volume 
to the long series of the industrious Mr. D’Jsraeli, 
though many of them seem, like tlie ('amplnU case, 
to break off abruptly without coining to any de¬ 
finite termination. 

For the last year nr two, while engaged upon tlie 
Review, Smollett had been ijuielly preparing his 
Complete History of England, dedueed from the 
Descent of Julius Oirsar, to the I'reaty of Aix-la- 
(}hapelle, in 1748, containing the 'rnuisactions of 
one thousand three hundred and three years, in four 
Yols, 4to. He is said to have eouipletcd it for the 
jiress in tlie incredibly short period of fourteen 
months; and with distinguished abilities and un¬ 


wearied apjihoation such as he possessed, few tasks 
which he chose to impope upon himself, even when 
matched again.st time, were to,) great for him. 
Supposing it to have ocenjiied a year and a half, it 
still furnishes one of tlie most striking instances of 
facility of eoinposition upon record, or only sur- 
])a$sed ]>erhaps by some examples from the rich 
productive genius and versatile talents of 
Walter Scott, especially in sonic of his masterly 
biographies and his novels. I’he History of 
England was published in 1758, and was reprinted 
the ensuing year in nmn])ers, the weekly sale of 
which IS said to have amounted to tipwards of 
though extending to eleven volumes, each 
containing engraved heads. 'J'he pro[)i'ictorR of 
Rapm’s and otlier histories look the alarm ; they 
emjdoyed the author's political cneimcs to detect its 
faults, and depreciate its merits; and be was indus¬ 
triously represented as a partisan, a }>aneg)rist of 
the Stuarts, a concealed papi.st, and, iniiahi'lvdictu 1 
to crown all, a public prostitute. 

An awful paper warfare was now coinineneed, 
and a rieli treat M-as alToided, or at all events !lu‘ 
means of obtaining one, totbe Inbe of pampbleleers 
and ivview’ers on botli sides. 'Die universities uIm* 
opened their tire upon the author, in jmrtieular a 
eeiiain Raehelor of Arts ('Dioiiias ('oiiiber), who 
laid ahoul him with a most trencbaiil bkule, dealing 
his blows with a.s much indisenniiiiate rage against 
Ismollelt as bis brother Raelielor in Don t>(n\ofe, 
against llie renowned works <if chivalry, which he 
conceived hud turned tlie ]K)or knight's brain. 
Smollett, however, knew liow to (Ulend hiinscif, 
and was imt in want <if advocates, who attempted 
to siiow that he wa.s a profe.ssed einmiy of the r<‘* 
Iigion of Rome; that as an historian, be freely 
censured both parties ; that he had jiraised eacli oe- 
(usnmally as eitlier wa.s praisew'ortby, and written 
witli bucli a spirit, resolution, and inqiartialit}, as 
no slave to a fiiction c<nild manifest, as no otlier 
historian of this country ever dispUned. 

In the following letter to Dr. JMoore, (('belsea, 
January 17.58). Smollett himself .illudes to (he 
charge liroiight against liini of having deserted the 
WJiig principles in wdiieh he was edueatcil, which 
he answei’s in a manly and satisfactory manner, 
showing that like Whigs of most tiine.s, jt Ma.sthey 
who had abandoned principles, and be who bad 
adhered to those winch ought to Imvebei'ii theirs— 
to justice, to reason, and to truth. He aftenqits to 
prove that Whigs and triihmers, and sordid knaves, 
were the same from the beginning; and that the 
sooiH'r a man got out of their eoinj>any, the more 
honest In* was likely to be isteemed. It seems that 
poor Smollett soon lound out that they lieloiiged to 
that genus so wittily denounced by Drydeii, as 
“ those d—ed neuters,” so completely sm yniens\ 
that they were “neither flesh nor lowl, nor good 
red herring.’’ 

“ I deferred answering your kind letter until I 
should have finished my History, which is now 
eonipleted. I was agreeably surprised to hear that 
my work had met with any approbation at (Hasgow, 
for it was not at all calculated for that meridian. 
'I’he last volume will, I doubt not, be severely cen¬ 
sured hy the west eiiuiitry Whig.s of Scotland. 

“ I desire you will divest yourself of prejudice, 
at least as imieh as you can, you begin to 

{icriise it, and consider well the facts before you 
pass judgment Wliatever may be its defects, 1 
protest before God 1 have, as far as in me lay 
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adhered to vTuth, wirtiout espousing any faetioii, 
though I own 1 sat down to write with a warm side 
to those principles in which I was educated ; but in 
the course of my inquiries, some of die Whig mini¬ 
sters turned out such a set of sordid knaves, that T 
could not help stigmatizing them fortlieirwant ofin- 
ti'grityand sentiment.”— Mimes Life of Smollett. 

In another letter to the same friend, (Chelsea, 
April ii8th), he again recurs to the subject. “1 
some time ago was favoured with yours, wliich I 
should have answered sooner, liad I not been ex¬ 
tremely busied in correcting my History for a new 
impression. That task is now finislied, and the 
book, I hope, rendered less unworthy of the public 
acceptance. 1 am much obliged to you for the 
generous warmth which you have so often inter¬ 
posed in behalf of rny repnlatinn ; of this and of 
every other instaiiee of friendship vi hieli I have 
exj)ericnced at your hands, I shall ever retain a 
cordiiil remembrance. I am not so much surprised 
at my books meeting W'ith oensurers and enemies in 
tjllasgow, as that it should find any number of’ 
fri(“mls and favourers. I spi'ak not of lli..- f(‘w 
w)io think lilu* idiilosoidiers, abstracted from the 
notions of the vulgar. 'I'be little petulant familia¬ 
rities of our friend I can forgive, in eonsideratioii 
of the good-will he lias alwajs manifested towards 
me and my concerns. He is m'itaken, Imwever, 
in jupposing that I have imbibed priestly notions; 

I consider the church not as a religious, but a 
jiolitical establishment, so minutely interwoven in 
our eonstitiiliori, that the one eannot be detaclied 
from the other, without the most imminent danger 
of destruction to both. The use wliich ymirtricnd 
makes of the Critical lleview is whimsical enough,’*' 
but I shall be glad if he uses it at any rate. I have 
not liad h isiire to do much in that work for some 
time ])ast, therefore 1 hope you will not ascribe the 
articles indiseriniinatelv to me, for 1 am eipially 
a\ers(‘ to the praise and censure that belong to 
other men. Indeed, I am sick of both, and wish 
to (jtod my eircnmstaiices would alhiw me to eon- 
sign my pen to oblivion. I really believe that man¬ 
kind «‘very day grow more and more malicious. 

“ Vcm will not be sorry to hear that the weekly 
sale of the History has i"ereased to above ten thou¬ 
sand. a French gentleman of talent and erudition 
has underlaki’n to translate it into that language, 
and I have promised to supply him w itli eorreetions.” 

About tlie same jicriod, Smollett, who had some 
tim<‘ k«‘pf up a degree of intimacy with the cele¬ 
brated Wilkes, took advantage of tlie interest he 
possessed with the politician to do an net of jwivate 
kindness and disinterestedness, in ]>rociniijg the 
liberty <if Dr, .lolinson’s servant, Francis Barber, 
who had been impressed. The intercession of the 
patriot, who evinced a d<‘eided jiartiality for the 
Korth Britons, w'ith the lords commissioners, was 
effectual; and it is witli pleasure w e give the follow¬ 
ing cliaracteristie letter from Boswell’s Life of 
Johnson, (dated March IG. 1759.) 

“ 1 am again your petitioner in favour of that 
great Cham of literature, Samuel John.son. His 
black .servant, whose name is Francis Barber, has 
, been pressed on board the Sta<j frigate, ('aptain 
Angel, and our lexieographer is in great distress ; 
he says the boy is a sickly lad, of a delicate frame, 

• This friend is stated to have been so inncli i*nra{?cd with 
^me articles in tin* llcview, thru ho ordoied a rnjiy to 
be sent to him for tlio sole purpose of icndini: all tlie jmbli- 
^tions which it ceiihurvd as tlie best thatconlil bf lound, and 

avoid those it praised as the worst. 


and particularly subject to a malady in his tbrcxit, 
which renders him very unfit for his Majesty’s ser¬ 
vice. You know what matter of animosity llie 
said Johnson has against you; and 1 dare say you 
desire no otlier opportunity of resenting it, than 
that of laying him under an obligation. He was 
bumble enough to desire my assistJince u|Mm this 
occasion, though he and I were never cater-cousins; 
and 1 gave liim to understand that I would make 
application to my friend Mr. Wilkes, who, perhaps, 
by his interest with Dr. Hay and Mr. Elliot, might 
be able to procure the discharge of this lacquey. 
It would lie superfluous to say more on the subject, 
which I leave to your own consideration, but 1 can¬ 
not let slij) this opportunity of declaring that I am 
with the most inviolable esteem, dear sir, )our af¬ 
fectionate, obliged, bumble si^rvant,” See. 

We have seen that altliongh Smollett professed 
to have very slight connexion w'ith the Review, 
particularly at this period, the modest <lisa\owai 
by no means jirotected him from the scurrility of 
men w ho siifl'ered from tlie stripes of his coadjutors 
and (l<*pend(*nts. To the Doctor, indeed, it had 
pro\cd a eritieal undertaking throughout, and he 
now got involved in a di.spnte with Admiral 
Knowles, in wliicli the iiiler\ention of Wilkes was 
again made use of. w itb h’ss success than before. 
It arose out of the <‘Xpedition against Bochfort, in 
I r.‘)7—a signal failnn*. ’riie commander. Sir John 
Mordiiuiil, w as trii*d by a general ermrl-martial for 
neglecting bis instrnetions, but was acipiilted. 
1 ’he admiral ]uibliJicd a defence, aiui on tins the 
writer in the Critical was so severe, that the eniaged 
author counuenced au action against the printer, 
with the Mew of finding the actual delinquent, 
from vvliom he might demand full satisfaction 
should he turn out to be a gentleman ; or in otlier 
words, could didgn to meet him with “pistols and 
coflins for two.” In this eniergcney, Smollett dis¬ 
played equal jvrudence and spirit. He appealed to 
the good olhv.e& of the great patriot in the following 
amuMiig letter, (('helsea, March 24, 1759.) 

“ y.Vec itenun Crisjnnus. Your generosity with 
respect to .Iohnson shall be tin* theme of our ap¬ 
plause and llianksgiving, I shall be very proud to 
find my.self eomprebi'nded in your league ofiensi'C 
and defensive ; naj, 1 consider mt self already as a 
contracting party, and have recour.se to the qv'i''- 
tance of iny allu's. It is not, I belie\e, miltnown 
to you that Aduiiral Knowles lias taken exception 
at a paragraph in the Critical Review' of last May, 
and eomnieneed a prosecution against the printer. 
Kow whatever termination tho trial may have, we 
shall infallibly be e.xposed to a eoiisi<l<‘nihle e.\- 
jteiise, and therefore 1 wish to see the ])rosecutioti 
quashed. Some gentlemen who are m\ fneiuls 
have undertaken to find out, and talk with those 
who arc snpposeil to bavi* influence with the said 
Admiral; ma\ I beg the same fa^our of }oii and 
your friends ? Tlie trial will come on in thebe- 
ginning of May ; and if the affair cannot be com¬ 
promised, we intend to kick up a dust and die hard. 
In a word, if tliat foolish Adum-al has any regard to 
bis tiwu character, he will be quiet rather than 
provoke further the resentment of,” &c. 

Kotw'ithstanding this show' of light on the part 
of tho editor, the foolish admiral continued inflex¬ 
ible, the prosecution was not quashed, and sentence 
was on the iioint of being pronounced upon the 
printer, w hen the 1 )octor, w ho bad alwax s the spii it 
of asoldier, gallantly faced the Admiral, aud avowed 
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liimself the ohnoxions autlior of the Strictures; 
at the same time offering; the complaining party 
anj satisfaction, or more plainly, any' choice of 
weapons which he might demand. But the foolish 
admiral was here more wily than the author; for 
he stuck to weapons of a legal kind. He instantly 
tacked about, and commenced an action against the 
princi})al; at one broa<l.side poor Smollett was 
fined one hundred ])()unds, at a second, sentenced 
to thr^e months’ imprisonment in the King’s Bench. 
Still his o()cn tind manly method of fighting his 
private cruiser “The ( riticar against the huge 
brass-bottomed Admiral, gained him the sym« 
pathy and applause of 4*very true lover of a “fair 
stage, and no favourfor assuredly none w'as 
shown to the authr)r on this occasion. 

While in confinement, Sinolh-tt lost neither his 
S])irit, nor the active talent wdiicli before distln- 
guishedhini. Ilisfricndscrowdedroumlhim; hisre- 
putation rose still higher; and he showed how well 
he merited the support of the piihlie by producing 
one of the pleasantest and most characteristic of ids 
works, the Adventures of Sir Launcelot (Irea^e.s. 
in the spirit of which he closely imitalcd (Vrvantes, 
though in its manner and conduct he preser\ed 
the air and grace of an original. The narrative is 
extremely interesting, and in many parts delight¬ 
fully written, though it was hastily exeout(‘d. and 
brought out in detached portions in the llntisli 
Magazine (for 17t>0, 1701,) a new periodical work, 
to which he wa.s induced to attach his name. In tin* 
adventures of his hero, Smollett is said to have 
described those of some of his fellow'-pnsom*rs, 
remarkable for the vicissitudes and strange varieties 
of fortune they had <*xpenenccd; and it is these 
winch in part ri*s<'nc Idni from the cliarge of a 
mere imitation of his great original. Indeed In 
anticipates some ohjeotions that might he made to 
the work on these grounds, h} introilucing the fol¬ 
low ing diahigue. “ ‘ What 1’ said Ferret, addressing 
Sir Jjau'icelot. ‘ vm set up for a modern Jh»n , 
fhhxote ? The scheme is too stale and extravagant; j 
what was an humorous and well-tii>«‘d satire in ' 
Spain, near two hundred years ago, will make hiu 
asoiTvjest when really acted from affeetalion at 
this time of day in England.’ 'J'he Knight eyeing 
this censor w’lfli alook of disdain, replied in a solemn, 
lofty tone, ‘ I am neither an afteeted imitator of 
Don (Quixote, nor, as 1 trust in Heaven, visited by 
that spirit of lun.ie\, so admirably displayed in the 
fictitious character exhibited by the iniiiiitahle Ter- 
vanles. 1 see and distinguish objects as they 
are discerned and described by other men. 1 
quarrel with none but the fo(*s of virtue and <le- 
cormn, against whom I have declared perpetual 
war, and those 1 will ev<*rywhere attack as tlie 
natural enemies of mankind.’” 

It issingular that Sir Launcelot (Ireavos, like Don 
Quixote, should have been partly the production of 
prison hours; nor was it the only work in w'liieh 
Smollett was engaged—he was at the same time 
bu.sied for the bookseller.s, and took a share in the 
modern ])art of an universal history, cfunpiled from 
original w riters, hy the authors of the ancient part, 
which first appeared in three volumes, and was 
exten led to the number of forty-two, being brought 
down to the yi*ar ITfif). 'J'he portions written by 
Smollett are known to havi* Ih“mi the histories of 
France, Italy, and Germany ; and the .scjiarate vo¬ 
lumes as they appeared were noticed at some length 
m the (’rdical lleview. 


Nearly at the same time this elegant and indefa¬ 
tigable writer completed his Continuation of the 
History of England, in five consecutive volumes, 
first published in detached numbers, brought down 
to the year 1705), and the next year k w'as piiblislied 
in two large volumes 4to. 'J’his concluding portion 
he is stated to have sold to the print<*r, at a price 
which enabled the latter to resell it to the book¬ 
sellers on the same day at a profit of 1,0()0/., while 
the autlior himself for the entire history, which had 
occupied hiTii more or less for years, amidst other 
engros.siiig suhjeets, realized for the w liole no larger 
a sum than It had at the suim* lime proved 

an e.\ceedingly anxious, difficult, and even ungra¬ 
cious task, bringing down the oMoipiy and ven- 
g<*aiic<‘ of difl'crtnt factions ujion his head, who 
had neither the discrimination nor tin* gratitude to 
reflect that Sinolletl, m thus filling the important 
station of a great pioneer in many di partments of 
modern history and learning, and m clearing away 
the mass of heavy and useless ruhlnsli, of low and 
superstitious falUicii’s, wdiieli choked up the sources 
of general knowledge.and giving sound clear mcws 
of tlie hteraliiiv of the eighteenth century, was 
conferring inestiiiiahle benefits upon the reading 
generations that weie to follow him. Endow’cd 
with (he fire and emulation of suecessfiil pemns. he 
hod to subdue the natural warmth and impetuosity 
of his feelings to the stiiei dictates and calm tone 
ofwli.it he considered iinpaitiul narrative; he had 
(be Herculean ta^k of attemjitmg to dive-d him.silf 
of low party .spirit in describing recent transactions; 
while, the lustorian of liis own times, lie synipa- 
tlilzi'd with tlie ilistress, and rejoiced in the pro- 
s])enty of liiscounti y. Vet how was lie to penetrate 
into the eaiiftcs of disgrace or triumpli—develop 
the secrets of the reigning cabinets, or (hose ino- 
! lives of faction upon which time only' reth'cts 
licht? It W’as impo.>sil)le he could so write as to 
please any set of men, or any domiriaiit ])aity ; and 
if he gave umbrage to many ilistiiiguislied indivi¬ 
duals, ill some of who^e doctniieii be had been 
educated, and whose early principles he had ap¬ 
proved, it was his generous zeal for Ins country, 
and for its interests as an integral part of tlie (m- 
pire, as well as for those of humanity' itself which 
at some moments earned him away, and by the 
.seventy of his strictures, led him to commit faults 
oppo.sed to the d;c‘tat«‘s of his cooler judgment. 
Tin* indivKlual ri'sentineiit lie tlms incurred was not 
trilhng; hut vvitli the same manly fieedomln* soon 
rose aliove his early ])r<‘judieev, fonrot his lonner 
enmities, and convinced tlie vvorld hy the liberality 
of Ids views and the warmth of his praises, that 
want of discernmeii* nid of gratitude was not one 
of his failmg.N. 'I'lie well-merib'd encomiums be¬ 
stowed upon Garrick, and tin* justice he rendered 
to Lyttleton, aflord siinicieiit evidence that he could 
be as sincere and ardi‘nt in the sciw ici* of hi.s friends, 
as k<*en and bitter in bis invectives against real 
or imaginary enemies. And wli(*n Garrick ex¬ 
pressed bis deep seiisi* of tliis conduct, in a letter 
full of complimentary remarks, accomiiained by 
a copy of his \Virit<*r’s Tale, the author repeated 
the declaration of his sentiments in still stronger ^ 
terms, as appears from the following letter to the 
great actor, dated from Ghelsca (Jan. 27, 1762.) 

“ I this morning received your Winter’s Tale, 
and bin agreeably flattered hy this mark of your 
attention. What I have* said of Mr. Garrick in the 
History of England, was, I protest, the language ^ 
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ol itty lu'arl: T phall rejoice if he thinks I have 
done him barely justice. In giving a short sketch of 
the liberal arts, 1 could not, with any propriety, 
forbear mentioning a gentleman so eminently dis¬ 
tinguished by a genius that has no rival. Besides, 
1 thought it was a duty incumbent on me, in par¬ 
ticular, to make a public atonement, in a work of 
truth, for wrongs done him in a work of fiction.” 

Languag(‘ like this is as honourable to the writer, 
as the turn he gives to his sentiments is ingenious 
and happy i nor is wliat follows less afl'ecting from 
the circumstanee alluded to as the cause of a more 
fre(iueiit and cultivated intercourse not having taken 
plai'<* betwe(*n two individuals so eminently distin- 
guLsh<*(l and unrivalled in their respective careers. 

Among the other inconveniences arising from 
ill health, 1 d(“i‘ply re^eret my being disabled from a 
personal cultivation of your good will, and the un- 
sj»eakubleenjoynu*nl 1 should sometimes derive from 
your private conversation, as well as from the 
public exertion of _>our talents; hut se<)uestered as 
1 am from tlu* world of entertaimuent, the con¬ 
sciousness of standing well in jonr opinion, will 
i'ver athml singular satisfaction to.” ice. 

J<or was Smollett at the same lime less mindful 
of \vh.It he owed in this respect to his otlier eon- 
feniporai’ii's. among wlnnn was AKensnIe,the ing<'- 
nioii.s author of The lM<*asnres <)f the Imagination, 
Dr. Armstrong, Dr. (Jrainger, and sevi-r.il more, in- 
Fomueli as to remove the suspicion, tliat his motives 
might be actuated only by a wisli to conciliab' for 
his interest men of great puldie influence like L\l- 
tleton and (iarnek. Robertson, Hume, and rlolin- 
son, were I'tkew’ise inention<*d in lumdsoiiK’ terms, 
with whom, however, h(‘ liad invariably eonlimied 
in liabits of friendly intereou; and lie in parti¬ 
cular alludes to his immed .lU* jiredecessor and 
great mode! in th.it art of jirose fiction by wliicb be 
first eommamb'd success, in language which showed 
that ho w'as incapable of any illilienil or imvious 
feelings with regard to th<* universally admired 
author of I’oin Jones. “ I'lie geniius of (’er- 
vaiites,” he obstTves, “ wus transfused into tlie 
novels of Fielding, who paniled the eharaeter.s and 
ridieiileil the follies of life with e(|ual strength, 
humour, and propriety.” 

Smollett’s connexion w’ith the Critical Review 
still continued, and it did not fail to involve him m 
other disputes, where the advantage was not always 
upon the editor’s side. In J7f*l tlie publication of 
'riie Roseiad was roughly handled by one of the cen¬ 
sors of his critical jiress, who insinuated that it was 
the ]»roduelion of Mr. Colman or Mr. Lloyd, or that 
th(*y were at l(‘asl in some manner eoneerned in it. 
4’o this both these eminent wits replied in a sjn- 
rited manner, denying the charge in the public 
pajM'Vs. This was followed by (’hurcliill ]>lacing his 
name to tin* seeond I'dition; and paying Smolh*tt the 
compliment, as in former cases, of the authorship of 
the obnoxious article, he retaliatcu with some bit¬ 
terness in his AjKilogy to the Critical Reviewers. 

“ Whcncf could nrisi* this mighty critic i.])locu. 

The muse a li iller, and lK*r llienio so mean I 
What had I done, thatangiy Heaven shonht send 
The hiUeicst loe where most J wish’d alrieiirt ' 

Ott luitli my tongue been wanton at ttiy name, 

Ami h.iil'il the hunonrs of tiiv maichlehs f.unc 
Poi me let hoary ‘ Fielding’ bile the ground, 

So nobler ‘ Pickle’ Riaud sinunbly bound: 

From law’s temples tear tb' hi.storic crown, 

Which with more justice blooms upon tliinc own ” 

It would, however, appear, from the following 
Vtter, that Churchill was misinformed with regard 


to the author of the critique; and it is evident that 
Smollett was unwilling to lose the good opinion of 
that renowned satirist, and still more of Mr. Col- 
I man, who aeei sed him even of attacking his moral 
I character in his Review, since he w rote to his friend 
Garrick, with the view of exonerating himself from 
holli charges at once. Tliis letter is dated Chelsea, 
April .0, 17(51.—“ I sec Mr. (Adman has taken 
olfence at the article in the * Critical Review* which 
treats of the ‘ liosciad,* and I understand Ii<* sns- 
jiocted nu‘ to be the author of that article. Had lie 
asked me the (picstion, 1 should have freely told 
him 1 was not the author of the offensive article, 
and readily contributed to any decent sclKune wliicli 
might liave been projiosed for his satisfaction ; but 
as be has ajqieuled to the pnbbe, I shall leave him 
and the real author to settle the affair between 
tbemsehes and content myself with declaring to 
you, and that u|hhi my honour, that I did not write 
one word of the article upon the Roseiad, and that 
I have no ill-will imr envy to Mr. (Vilman, whom I 
have always res]»ecte(l as a man of genius, and 
wliose gemus 1 shall always be ready and pleased 
to acknowledge, eitluT in private or in public. 1 
envy no man of merit, and I can safely say, 1 do not 
even n*pine at the success of tho^e who have no 
merit. 1 am old mioiig], to have seen ami observed 
that we are nil pIa\lliingsof fortune, and that it 
depends upon something as insignilioant and preca¬ 
rious as tile tossing up of a halfpenny', whether a 
man rises to affluence and honours, or continues to 
his dying day struggling witli the difficulties ami 
disgraces of life. 1 desire to li\e rpiietly with all 
mankind, and, if ]>ossible, to be on good terms with 
all those who have distinguished themselves by 
their merit. 1 must own, that if I had examined 
the article upon the Roseiad before it was sent to 
the press, 1 should have put my negative upon 
some expieSsions in it, though ! cannot sec in it any 
reffectiou to the prejudice of kir. (’olinan’s moral 
cliaiMcter; hut 1 have been so hurried since my 
milargemi'iit (from prison) that 1 liad not time 
to write mie article in the Critical Review', except 
that upon Bower’s History, and perhaps I shall not 
write another these six inontlis. TJiis hurry and a 
IkuI state of health ha\<‘jirevented me from return¬ 
ing the visit you favoured me with in the King’s 
Bench. 1 beg you vi ill accejit this letter in lieu of 
it, and believe me, that no man respects Mr. Gar¬ 
rick more than lie is respected by his obliged, hum¬ 
ble servant,” &c. 

It is evident, from some passages in tlie foregoing 
letters, that notwithstanding Smollett’.s natural elas¬ 
ticity of mind and buoyant sjiirits. the untoward 
circumstance of hks fine and impri.somnent, the un¬ 
remitted exertions he had made to obviate further 
ill conseqiwnees, with his eagerm‘ss to despatch 
every undertaking in which he engaged, had begun 
seriously to undermine a constitution never very 
rolnist. The symptoms of <lisorder viero often 
aggravated by the unfortunate contests in which he 
involved himself, by the tenacity with which he 
atlhered to opinions once maturely formed, and 
which are always defended with more zeal than 
those in wliich a man has lu'cn educated, and never 
found occasion to change. About this period (170li) 
that active citizen and Coiyplneus of his jiarty, 
Wilkes, who had been returned member for Ayles¬ 
bury, puldished without his name. Observations on 
the Fapers relative to the Rupture with Spain, &c. 
a eojiy of which he presented, vith expressions 
(• 
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of kind regards, to the Doctor, wl>o, in llie confi- 
dtnce of friendship, replied to liim in a letter 
(Chtdsca, Mhrcli 2H, 1762), in which he ventured 
to disapprove the political opinions which the 
pamphlet contained, but with marhed deference to 
so awful a politician as Mr. W. already showed 
himself; — My wannest regard, afteetion, and 
attachment you have long ago secured. Wlien I 
presume to differ from you in any point of opinion, 
I shall always do it with diffidence and deference. 
I have been ill these three weeks, hut hope soon to 
be in a condition to pay my respects to Mr. Wilkes 
in person. Meanwhile 1 must heg leave* to trouble 
him with another packet, which he will he so good 
as to correct at Jiis leisure. Tlmt lie may continue 
to enjoy his happy ilow of spirits, and jn-oeeed 
through life witli a flowing sail of prosperity, is the 
wisli and the ho])C, and the confident expectation 
of,” &c. 

It has heen seen that Smollett, in addition to his 
labours as an historian, took a warm interest in tin* 
great political events of the day, that he had consi¬ 
derably modifu'd his Whig opinions, and expressed 
his disujiprobation of several measures ()f the exist¬ 
ing ministry with fearless candour. Soon after the 
accession ofCleorge Ill., tliat prince’s former tutor, 
the Earl of Bute, tlie favourite of the (iiieeii-mother. 
to whom lie owed Iiis advaneemeiit, was, hy dint of 
court intrigue, apiiointed First ('ommissioiier of 
the Treasury (May 29,1762) and formed an admi- 
Tiistralioii, feeble as it was, wholly subservient to 
his views. But the strong feeling th<*n excited 
against him as a North Briton, tin* eirciimstaiiceof 
his being elevated above the beads of thosi* under 
whom he had acted a suliordinate part, and lus 
presumed inexperience, rendered him an object of 
national jealousy and distrust. In a position so 
insecure, ih^fieuding upon the smiles of a t>iK‘on- 
regetit, as the Dowager really was, and tlie sulh'n 
ohedieneo of tlie young King, the new jircinier felt, 
like Walpole before him, how' imieh lie wanted the 
“pen of a re.ady xvriter;” and in this resp<‘el, at 
least, he sli<>we(f more discernment than the old 
Whig, hy confiding liis cause to men of talent. 
Smollett's well-founded dislike to the Whigs in- 
du<*ed him to join tlie new ministry, and on the 
day of the jiremier’s advanct*ment he brought out 
the first number of a weekly paper in <lef‘enee of 
his measures, entitled Tlie Briton Wilkes, who 
soon aft(*rwards became so conspicuous in tfie ranks 
of opposition, paid a handsome compliment to the 
talents of his friend, as w<*II as to his disinterested 
views; for on hearing it observed in a mixod com¬ 
pany, that Lord Bute had engaged Smollett to eon- 
duet the new journal, he jiointedly observed, “ It 
scorns his lordsliip, after having distributed among 
Jiis adherents all the phecs under government, is 
determined to monopoli;;e the wit also.” (Jl/uore’.v 
Life, &.C.) T’erhaps Wilk(‘s was the only man who 
could thus aftord to do justice to llio merit of a 
political opponent like the Doctor; and to eotinfi-r- 
aet, as far as possible, tin* influence of his name, the 
formm* was invited to take the dii-ection of an 
opposition journal, to he called The I'iHglishman. 
The North Briton, liowu’ver, was the name, 
since become so celebrated, adopted by tlie new 
partizun, who rushed into the arena like a gladiator 
in all his vigour, with the additional advantage of 
being perfectly experienced in Jiis art—of wielding 
every weapon of political warfan* with consummate 
power and skill; while Smollett’s day was ujion the 


decline, his early fire and vigour nearly consumed, 
his powers of invective and cutting retort, un¬ 
equal to encounter the keen and searcliing satire 
of the political thunderer of liis day, w'ho.se re¬ 
sistless Ixdts fell with tremendous effect, like those 
of a leading and eelelmited journal of our own day, 
whose fiat is the word of fate. 

It would he idle to attempt to gloss over the suh- 
soipieiit defeat, and, it may almost he said, flight of 
“ The Briion,” with hideous rout and wild uproar 
of his ministerial columns, before tlie giant prow'ess 
of him of the “Nortli,” w hose blows falling indiscri¬ 
minately upon the whole host of Scots, including 
the nation itself, succeeded in breaking up their 
alliance, sowing dissension in tlieir camp, and giv¬ 
ing the coup (Iv ijrad' to the short-lived campaign of 
the Bute commander. 'I’lie discomfited “ Bntoii” 
ceased to exist on the 12th of Kehriiary, 170n, and 
in its death, as in its life, involved Smollett in fresh 
disputes, jiartieularly with Dr. Armstrong, and 
several others among his distinguislii'd eountrynien. 
Tile announeemeiit of its failure was followed, at 
no distant interval, hy the fall of the premier Inm- 
si*lf (Ktli of April J7(i‘l) ; tin* tide of popular discon¬ 
tent was too strong to he resi&h‘d, and resigning Ins 
jilaee as First ('ommissioiier of the IVeasurv, he 
X'ery sensibly declined to re-.Tp[K.'ar upon the stagi*, 
and devoted the rest of his days to tlie <]iiiet of re¬ 
tirement. I>i*fea1. as is invariably the ease, threw 
undeserved ohloipiy <*ven upon .such merits ns 1 m* 
may have ])ossess«‘d; and it was the same with 
Smollett, wlioM* d(*lenee of the administration, how - 
ever generous and dismter<*sted, was any thing hut 
jiolitie with an antagonist IikeAVilkes. and brought 
down on his devoted “ Briton'’ a eomj»h*te iimnda- 
ti<ui of national invective and abuse. There e.in he 
little doubt, indeed, that Smollett now' dcejily re¬ 
gretted, with Ins friend and biographer. Dr. Moore, 
“ that he ever became a jiarty-writer, by w'hieii lie 
lost some of his old frieiuls, and aerpiire'd hut \ory 
eold-liearted new ones m their stead.” 'I'liere is 
reason likewise to supjiose, fi orn the testimonv of Dr. 
Anderson, that when Jjord Bute resigned, leaving 
his successors amidst the storm of imsMles hurled 
from the hands of tlie North Bnlon and his 
coadjutors, he is stated to have treated SmolletL 
with marked and unmerited neglect, wlule he 
showed himself a g<*nerous patron of men ol infe¬ 
rior influence and talent 

Early iii the year 17(h*k we find Smollett’s name 
associated wuth that of Dr. Franklin and others, in 
anoilu'r extensive and laborious luukrtaking—a 
1’runslation of the Works of Voltaire, with Noto, 
Historical and ('rilical, in 27 vols, 12mo; luit it 
does not appear that lie entered upon the task with 
any of his customary assiduity and spirit, lie in 
fact felt that it xvas now necessary to economize his 
renuiiiiing powers, which Iiad in some degree suf¬ 
fered from intense and imreniitted ajijilieation, and 
to reap, if jiossihle, a certain advantage from his 
name and interest, unconnected witli the entire con¬ 
duct and laborious details of new works. The assist¬ 
ance he thus gave to the English edition of Voltaire 
was slight; nor did ho take a more active jiart in 
a popular eompdution, entitled, 'I'lie Present State 
of Ail Nations, &,e., a description of works for 
which In* jiossessed so engaging a style and such 
<leeided talent. It was reprinted in 1768, and w<‘nt 
through several new editions subsequent to that 
period. 

Jn addition to his physical suffenngs and the 
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disnppointments he had sustained from the failure of 
several schemes, after the time of liis unfortunate 
imprisonment, Smollett had now the affliction of 
losin/^ his only child, a daughter to whom lie was 
tenderly attaclied, and whose amiable disposition 
and fine accomplisliments endeai’ed her no less to 
lier parents than to their common friends. She had 
already become tlie solace of his anxious thoughts 
and increasing cares, as well ns of his advancing 
years; and, as if to give a fresh sting to her parents’ 
bereavement, they were deprived suddenly of the 
only obj(*ct of their future hopes, in the fifteenth 
year of her age. i 

It w'as observed that this domestic calamity made i 
a strong impression upon Smollett’s mind; and it I 
is no wonder, that, after a sedentary devotion to 
literary labours upwards of twenty years, che<juere<l 
with many anxieticvS, with shattered healtli, and sad 
I’xpericnee of neglect where he had looked for 
respect and gratitude, he listened to the ardent 
wishes of hu? wife that he should detach himself 
wholly from political affairs, and leave England to 
try tlie benefit of a milder climate. 1 le w as exactly 
in that position w'hich, independent <»f any tem¬ 
porary cireumstanees, rendensl a step of this Kind 
a<Ivi.sal)le, if he ever hoped to enjoy restoration to 
health, or the iiohle and animating feeling which 
formerly carried him to liis desk with the spirit 
that impels tile war-horse, oi‘ tlie generous steed in 
tile euliveiiing chase. lie readily acceded there¬ 
fore to his wife’s request, and in the month of dune 
17()'h he aeeoinpanied h<*r abroad, and continued 
njiwards of tw<i ^ears in France and Italy. 

'File fruits of SinolletT’s travids, as formerly in 
th{‘ instunec of liis I’eregrine Pickle, he has jilaecd 
upon record in an able and Inely, hut somewhat 
))rejudic(*d view of society and inannei*s upon tlie 
eontincnt. In 17G(> apjicanMl his Travels through 
France and Italy, containing Observations on ('ha- 
iMcter, (.,'ustoins, Peligion, Government, Police, 
(Vmiinerce, Arts, Antiipiities; with a particular 
<lcscription of the 'Finvii, Territory, and ("limate of 
Nice; to which is add(*d a Kegister of the Weatlicr, 
kept during a residence of eighteen mouths in that 
('ity, in 2 vols, 8vo, altogether presenting a hill of 
fare, it must be admitted, which could liardly fail 
to liit the taste of the most fastidioms, or satisfy the 
appetite of the most voracious reader. Like the 
distingnislu'd autliors in more recent times, of the 
admirable letters of Peter, and also of Paul to their 
kinsfolk, lie produced his work in tin* epistolary 
style, and addressed his letters to friends in England, 
from different places in the countries through w hieh 
he passed. Many of these letters, esiieeially for a 
biographical purpose, are of the higliest interest 
and importance, and very happily descrilu* his 
state of mind, Ids views and opinions, as w-ell us the 
motives which induced him to leave his native 
country. The first letter is couched in the following 
afi<‘<‘ting words:— 

“ In gratifying your curiosity, T shall find some 
arausement to beguile the tedious hours, which, 
without some employment, would he rendered in¬ 
supportable by distemper and disquiet 

“You knew and pitied m^ situation; traduced 
by malice, persw.nted by faction, and overwhelmed 
b^ the sense of a domestic calamity, wddeh it was 
not in thi* power of fortune to repair. 

“ My wife e,aniestly begged I would convey her 
ti om a country where every object served to nourish 
her grief, 1 was in hopes that a succession of new 

I 


scenes would engage her attention, and gradually 
draw off her mind from a series of painful reflec¬ 
tions ; and I imagined the change of air, and a 
journey of near a thousand miles, would have a 
hapjiy effect upon my own constitution.” 

The iiatui'al warmth and impaiience of Smollett’s 
disposition was sadly aggravated by disappointment 
and disease; he seems to have passed over his 
ground in alternate fits of irritation and despon¬ 
dency, and aff ords a melancholy, though w e ajipre- 
hend hardly useful example of an ardent tempera¬ 
ment and fine imagination, hurrying its jicssessor 
too rapidly towards the living grave of premature 
decrepitude and mental old age; that which it was 
the hitter portion of Swift, of Fielding, and of most 
grand and generous spirits, who rose above the 
low cunning and worldly cant of their limes, and 
met the intellectual combats they had to sustain 
with the hearts of gladiators, to exjiericnce, and to 
prove that there is no happy old age for tin* martyrs 
of mind—tlie henws of the great conflict, ever 
w'arring, who feel keenly, and make the wrongs of 
mankind their own. Gan we feci surprised tliat 
the victim of bodily and of mental pain, long en¬ 
dured w ith silent, uncomplaining spirit, should have 
lalxuired under a constant fit of ill-liumour, and 
looked at foreign soeu-ty and manners through a 
prejudici'd nu*clium? llis observations, therefore, 
upon Italy, and its splendid memorials of art, ought 
alwajs to he read with allowance for the trying 
circumstances in which they were recorded; hut 
which, at the moment, exposed him to the repre¬ 
hension of natives and eoniuusseurs. 

“With respect,” he says, to the famous Venus 
Fontia, commonly called l)e iMedicis, 1 believe I 
ought to be entirely silent, or at least to conceal my 
real sentiments, which v'ill otherwise appear equally 
absurd and presumptuous. It must he want ol taste 
tluit prevents my feeling that enthusiastic admira¬ 
tion with which others are inspired at the Mght of 
this statue. I cannot help thinking there is no 
beauty in tlie features of Venus, and that the atti¬ 
tude IS awkward and out of eliaracter .”—LctUr 
XXVII. 

“ 1 was much disappointed at sight of the Pan¬ 
theon, which, after all that has been said of it, looks 
like a huge cock-pit open at the fop.”—XXXI. 

The ill-humoured and monotonous tone of thest* 
letters, he.sicles other criticisms, drew upon Smollett 
the quaint and cutting irony of his coiitcinporary 
Sterne.— more pungent from the sarcastic tone in 
winch it was conveyed. 

“ 'Ihe learned Smelfiingtis travelled from Boulogne 
to Paris—from Paris to Rome—and so on ; but he 
set out with the spleen and jainidice, and every 
object he passed by was discoloured .and distorted, 
lie thought ho wrote an account of them; but it 
was nothing but an account of his miserable feel¬ 
ings. I met Smelfungiis in the grand portico of 
the J^anthcon,—he was just coming out of it. ‘It 
is nothing but a huge cock-pit,’ said he. ‘I wish 
you had said nothing of the Venus Medieis,’ re¬ 
plied I; for in passing through Florence I heard 
that lie had fallen foul upon the goddess, and used 
her worse than a common strumpet without the 
least provocation in nature. I jiopped upon Smel- 
fimgiis again at Turin, in his return home, with a 
sad tale of son’owful adventures he had to tell, 
when’in he spoke of ‘moving accidents by flood 
and field,’ and of the cannibals which each other 
eat—the Anthropophagi. He had been flayed alive, 
r 2 
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and bedeviled, and worse used than St. Biirtbolo- 
inew, at every stage be bad come at. ‘ I’ll toll it,’ 
said Sinelfungus, ‘to tlic world.’ ‘ Vou had better 
tell it,’said I,‘to your physician.’”— Sendmenfal 
Jounu'iit vol, i. 

In regard to the olTect of bodily dislcniper, there 
is little doubt that Sterne was Iiere right; but 
though be did not, like the invalid, lind all barren 
from Dan to Beersfieeba, and joked, and whistled 
for want of care as be tripped along; yet Smollelt, 
as he felt bis last hour approaching in the jirinie of 
manhood, hardly midway ni his anxious and elu*c- 
ejuered career, displayed more true fortitude than 
“ the fidlow of infinite jestand perhaps, w hile he 
could ill repress the exjiression of his feelings, was 
as conscious as his censor of the. real state of tlie 
case, and even of the kind of prejudice under 
which he spoke. As if possessed with the idea 
that he slioiild not long continue to battle with the 
malady which yielded neither to change of air 
nor mi'dical treatment, lie determined to make a 
tour into his native country, the scenery of which 
had before so much benefited and exliilarated him. 

Upou reaching Edinburgh, towards the com¬ 
mencement of fJune 17C(i, he first spent some time 
with Ills mother, who still survived at an advanced 
age, with the pi'riect use of her faculties, ami with 
no common share of humour, which, in addition to 
the bonds of filial affection, gave Smollett more 
than the customary gratification of a son, who 
knew how to appri-ciate her tenderness and worth. 
He next proceeded with his sister Telfer, and his j 
nejdiew, a young oflieiT in the army, to Glasgow, 
from whenee, after a brief stay, they repaired, ac- , 
conipuniedby Smollett’s earliest friend. Dr. J^Ioore, I 
to Cameron, the residonee of his cousin, Mr. Sniol- | 
left, of Bonhill, on the lordly banks of TiOcli! 
lamioml. ! 

AVe are informed upon the be.st authority, that 
of his companion and ph}sician, Dr. IVIoore, that 
during his residence in Scotland, the invalid was 
almost continually tormented with seviTc rheumatic 
pains ; that he w as moreover afflicted with an ulcer 
on his arm, which, having been at first neglected, 
resisted every attempt to heal it. lie was often so 
ill as to be confined for days together to his 
chamber; but during his intervals of ease, his 
manner and conversation resumed their natural 
charm and buoyancy, and his society was eagerly 
soiiglit by his countrymen and friends. At length, 
finding no alteration of his complaint, he left 
Scotland in the autumn of the same year, having 
taken a last farewell of his sorrowing relatives and 
friends, and immediately proceeded to spend the 
w’inter at Bath. 

'J'o the surprise, however, of his medical attend¬ 
ants, after sufl’ering a severe rela]»Re, he rallied in the 
beginning of the year 17fi7. With his health, his 
spirits were greatly restored; ho was no longer 
the cynic traveller, dissatisfied at all he saw; and the 
manner in which he estimated this sudden change 
is shown in an inU*resting letter to his friend, 
Dr. Moore, in which be describes the symptoms 
of his case, curious in itself, and containing an 
additional proof of that benevolent and friendly 
interest he took in the misfortunes of others, one of 
)he most distinguishing traits of his character. 

“I have been for some weeks resolved to write 
you an account of my health, about which I know 
your friendly solicitude; but what hastens the 
execution of my purpose, is a letter 1 received last 


post from (Commissary Smollett, desiring me to 
recommend a poor relation of ours to your counte* 

nance and protection. Hit name is birs.- , 

sister to-. Tliis unfortunate gentlewoman 

married-, who had a small estate in the High¬ 

lands, which having .s(juaf)dercd away, he made his 
retreat to »Ianiuiea, leaving his w ife destitute, with 
a child upon her hands. In thi.s emergency she 
had virtue euough to study midwifery under Dr. 
Young, of Edinburgh, who, T am told, has given 
ainph' testimony'of her capacity ; ami she is repre¬ 
sented to me as a ])ersou of unbUunisbed eliaraeter. 
She has, it seems, resolved to settle at Glasgow, and 
there exercise her jirofession. 1 need say no more, 
know'iug, as 1 do, that you will have a projicr 
regard to the interest 1 take in her concerns; and 
that if you find her properly' qualified, you will 
encourage her as much us your own views and 
connexions may permit. 

“ So mucli for JVIr.s.-; and now for Dr. Smol¬ 

lett, You must remoniher the miserable way in 
which 1 was at parlingwith you in August last; 
at my return to Bath I caught a cold, m conse¬ 
quence of which ni}' rheuinaiic pains retired, and 
the disorder in my bretist recurred, namely, an or- 
thopneeaw'ith an ngly^cough and sjntliiig,exclusive 
of a Hiw fever, from wliieli 1 bad nov<*r been free. 
But these symptoms gave mo little disturbance in 
eomparison with the nicer on my fore arm, which 
continued to sjuvad until it oecnpie<l the whole 
space from aboxtt three inches above the w•ri^t t<» 
the ball of the tliunib, so that T was entirely 
deprived of the use of my right hand, and the 
inllamination and pain daily increased. In the 
beginning of Notember, it was supposed to bo 
cancerous; at that jieriod 1 could not .sleep without 
an opiate, my fever became continnal, niy appetite 
failed, and the rlu'iimatism again iiiNaded me from 
the neck to the heel. In a word. 1 despaiied of 
ever seeing the end of winter, and every night 
when 1 went to bed fervently wished that 1 might 
he dead liefore morning. In tliis nneomfortahle 
situation I consulted with JMossrs. Middleton and 
Sharp, the tw'o ino.-it eminent surgi‘on.s in England, 
who were then, and are still at Bath. I liad my 
hand dressed before them, and jimposed a course 
for the cure winch they approved. J forthwith 
began to dress the sore with double mercurial oint¬ 
ment made without turpentine. 1 took a dose of 
Van Swieten's solution of eorrosive sublimate every 
morning, and drank a quart oi’strong decoction 
sarsa? every day. On the second day of this regimen 
the imitter was much mended, and the ptiiii con¬ 
siderably abated. In one week 1 w'as quite free* of 
i tlie fever and niy rhetiiiiatisni, and niy appetite 
returned in full jxTfection. In ten days 1 lelt off 
taking the* sublimate, for by lias time the ul<*er 
was almost dosed, and in another week skinned 
over.” 

In addition to the dangerous and distressing 
symptoms from which he appeared to have thus 
ha))]>ily recovered, the once brilliant and gay ad¬ 
venturer,—on the sea,—in foreign lands,—and ic 
the more difficult regions of fiction and of general 
literature, had become a martyr to that tormenting 
malady, the astlima. “ I still,” he says, “ drink the 
decoction, and never stirred out of my house till 
yesUTday, whem 1 ventured out in a chair and got 
a cursed oohl, which J find will produce a cursed 
fit of the asthma; tlijs, however, 1 will bear with¬ 
out repining. Tn a word, niv cure is looked upou 
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as soinuthing supernatural; and I must own that I 
now liiid myself t)etter in liealtli and spirits than I 
have been at any time these seven years. Jiad I 
been as well in hummer, I should have exquisitely 
enjoyed my exp(‘dition to Scotland, which was 
productive of nothing to me hut misery and dis- 
qui<‘l. Between fritnids, 1 am now convinced that 
iny brain was iii some measure affected; for I had 
a kind of coma vujil upou me from April to No¬ 
vember without intemushion. 

“In consideration of these circumstances I know 
you will forgiv(‘ all my peevishness and discontent; 
and tell good Mrs. Moore, to whom I ]>resent my 
most cordial respects, that with regard to me she 
has as yet seen nothing l)ut the wrong bide of the 
tapestry. I’ray remember me Kindly to your 
brother-in-law, Mr. Simson; Drs. Stevenson and 
Douglas; to honest Rohm Uric, and all my Glas¬ 
gow friends. Write to me with your first con¬ 
venience, directing to Dr. Smollett, Gay-street, 
Rath ; and heheve me, with tin- warmest affection 
and eslei'in,” &e. 

It IS a singular fact, wdiich exi'mplifies tlie pow<T 
of habit over susee[»tii)le temperaments like that of 
lSiiioll<‘tt. that oil liis jiarfuil restoration to health,lie 
again embaiked on that sea of troubles which had 
more than once threatem*d to overwhelm him, and 
make sliipwreek of his dear<*st liopes. lie had at 
the same time the prudiaice to select the vehicle of 
fiction in winch to convey ins satirical strictures 
and observations on political life; and in I7f»9 
brought out his History and Adventures of an 
Atom, (two vols, Svo,) a wo*k in many respects 
wholly opposed to any of Ins firnu-r productions. 
It js iiidocd a sort of political romance, assuming 
to have been composed about tlie year ITdvS, and 
ivjireseiiting, under dapanc'-e names, the chanieleis 
and eonduet of the leaders of dilferent taelioiis in 
Great Iint.nn from the beginning of the French 
war (17‘>4') to the diss(»!uti<)n of the great ('liatham 
atlmimstratmn in 17l>7-f'. In this if w'oukl seem 
(liat he iiad found occasion to aher his oplmoii le- 
speetP'g Lord Rule,whose elevation lu*had fornuTiy 
advneated ; and lu the continuation of liishistorv 
we fifcd that lus sentiineiils in legard to Mr. l"itt. 
a servant “givim by the people to tlie King.” 
miderwmit no less marked a eliaiige diHicuIt to 
reconcile with jiolitieal consistency, if we lake llio 
wluile of Ins character and writings into account. 

It is not surprising that lhi‘ exeitoment (/f po¬ 
lemical discussions should liave brouglit a recur¬ 
rence of Smollett's fonimr complaints both of mind 
ami bo(ly,v\hieh,W'ilh his elinraeliTistie imprudeiiee. 
he found means to aggravate rather than allay. It 
vvasevident, indeed, to ins medical advisers, as well as 
to his friend.N that only an entire change of scene 
and of jMirsuils could oih*r th(‘ shglitcsl jiromisc of 
permanent eonvaleseence, though Jie liad not v'ct 
attained Ids hftieth'ycar; and Dr. Armstrong, l)r. 
Hunter, and Dr. J)iekson, strongly recoinmeiuled 
him to try once more the inlhieiiee of the climate 
of ltaly% Smollett’s circumstances, however, not 
being in a eonditioii to enable him to hear the 
expense, application was made by Ins friends to oh- 
lain for him the ollieiul apfiointinent of consul of 
Nice, Naples, or Leghorn. Unfortunately it was not 
successful; because, in tlie opiiiiou of i)r. Ander¬ 
son, he was not the panegyrist of imm in power, 
and because he could not stooji to practise the <le- 
grading arts of solicitation. 

There is little doubt that this almost insnUliig 


refusal to comply with the la.st wishes of one, worn 
down in the service of the party then in power, and 
in national works which did honour folds country, 
greatly prcyinl upon yraollett’s spirits, and increased 
his unfavourable symptoms. At the same time, he 
is stated, by his excellent friend and biographer, 
Dr. Moore, “ to have derived pleasure from the re 
flection that he had never deigned personally to 
solicit the jiatronage wldcli ought to liave been 
spontaneously afforded. The hour was now drawing 
near when that reflection would give him still greater 
satisfaction, ami his want of riches less eoncem 
than before. No man feels remorse on Ids dcalh- 
hed from the thought of dying poor; many have 
fell it in a feai’fnl degri-e from the thouglit of dying 
rich.”— MiH)res LiJ(\ kc, 

Smollett left Fingland for Italy, tlie last time, in 
the year 1770, with a constitution completely 
bliattiTcd, and in a state of almost complete debility, 
both liodily and mental. Jie first resided a short 
time at Ix'ghorn, utUmijiting to rally from the 
fatigues of his voyage; then proceeded to IMonte 
Novo, a salubrious spot in the vicinity, delightfully 
situated, as would appear from the following letter 
to his friend Caleb ‘VVhitcford, Esq.: — 

“Monte Novo, May 18, i77o.—You could not 
have made mo a more agreeable jiresent than the 
papers 1 received from the hands of our good friend. 
Dr. Armstrong. Some of the pieces I had read 
with great pleasure in one of your evening papers; 
hut my own satisfaction is much increased by 
knowing you are the author; for, without flattery, I 
really think these fourteen letters <‘ontain more sense, 
Sj>irit, wit, ami humour, than all I have as yet seen 
written on the other side of llu* question; and I am 
fully persuaded tliat if )ou had two or three coad¬ 
jutors of equal talents to play to one another s hands, 
and keep up the ball of argument and ridicule, jou 
would actually, at the long run, either shame or 
laugh the p(‘ople out of their absurd infatnalum. 
Your ideas of eharacter so exactly tallv with mine, 
tli.it 1 cannot help flattering myself so far as to 
inuiLdne J should liave cxjirex-scd inv .sentiments in 
the same manner on the same subject, had T been 
dispesed to make them ]niblic , sujiposing .still that 
my ability corresponded with my umhitioii. 

“ i liop(‘ you will not discontinue 3‘our en¬ 
deavours to represent faction and false jiatriotism 
ill their true colours, though T believe the ministry 
little deserves that anj' man of genius should draw 
his ])t“n iu tlicir defence. 'I’liey seem to inherit 
the abMird stoicism of J..ord Rute, who set himself 
u]> as a pillory to lie pelted by all the blackguards 
of Englaiul, upou the supposition that tliev would 
grow tired and leave ott, i don’t find tliat your 
ministers take any pains even to vindicate their 
moral characters from the foulest imjuitation. 1 
would never desire a stronger proof ol‘ a bad heart 
than a total disregard of reputation. A late nohle- 
man. who liad been a iiu'inber of si'veral admiui- 
stratioris, owned to me that om* gond writer was of 
more imporlanee to the government than twenty 
placemen in the House of (\)mmons. 

** I do not know when I shall have an opportunity 
of transmitting tlie papers to Mr. Edney; neitlier 
do I know in wliat part of Italy he resides. I 
should have sent them by Dr. Armstrong to Rome, 
had I read jour letter before he set out; but as be 
stayed at Leglioni only to dine with me, 1 did not 
o[)en V our packet till he was gone ; however, 1 shall 
not fad to comply with } our directions as soon as 
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possible, y am at present rusti<^ated on the side of 
a mountain that overlooks the sea in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Leghorn; a most romantic and salutary situa¬ 
tion, where 1 should be happy in receiving another 
such mark of your charity and good will. If there is 
anything in Tuscany that you desire, I beg that 
you will, without ceremony, put it in my power to 
oblige you. Pray, who is old Sh/dMiots? Is not 
Junius supposed to be Burke ? What is become of 
Mrs. Macaulay? They say she has been obliged to 
retire; for what reason I do not know. Do, pray, 
throw away half an hour in giving me the political 
anecdotes of the times, and direct d ^Jonsieurj 
Monsieur Smollett, ckez Monsieur lienner, Nvgociant 
d Livourne. In the mean time wishing you every 
comfort and consolation that this rascally age affords, 
lam, with great affection and esteem,” &c. 

It was during his last residence in Italy, only a 
few months previous to his decease, that Smollett 
published his “Expedition of Humphry Clinker,” 
the most humorous, if not the most interesting and 
entertaining among all his novels. It was written 
in the epistolary fonn, in three vols, 12mo, and from 
its happy style and character, and the exquisite 
pictures of life and manners, in every rank, which 
it exhibits, as well as its more matured observations 
and knowledge of human nature, speedily became a 
favourite with the public. In the marked character 
of Matthew Bramble he is believed to have rejire- 
sented the fretful invalid and occasional misan¬ 
thrope, such as Sterne had humorously represented 
him on his first visit to Italy; and he also embodied 
his remarks on revisiting his native country, na¬ 
turally recurring to the scenes of his boyhood, to iiis 
poetic days, and his fine spirited ode to Leven 
Water. Tliough more slow in itspopularprogress, 
his Humphry Clinker soon establislied for itself a 
permanent reputation; elicited marks of applause 
from most of the journals and reviews; and is still 
regarded by many as the most legitimately enter¬ 
taining and characteristic of any of bis productions. 

This delightful work is also rendered more inter¬ 
esting from the circumstanei* of its being his last, 
and distinguished for a sustained talent and a 
maturity of judgment, as well as rich incident, 
scarcely equalled by the best of his former efforts. 

The few months of Smollett's life succeeding 
this his final publication, were passed comparatively 
free from pain; hut his strength was eompletidy 
gone, bis ajipctite wholly forsook him, and he knew 
thathis closing hour was at hand. 1 le did not,how- 
ever,lose either his fortitude or his good humour, re¬ 
tained the full use of his facullie.s. and expired with 
perf(?ct composure, at his house in the neighbour- 
hof>d of Tx.*ghorn, on the 21st of October, 1771, 
when only in the ,51&t year of his age. 

His wife had accompanied him in his voyage to 
Italy, had long shared his ebbing fortune, his suf¬ 
ferings, and disappointments, and relieved his 
sorrow by the tendercst solicitude and attention. 
Upon his decease she forgot not to record his 
worth and talents in a foreign land, by raising a 
monument, however plain, to his memory, with an 
inscription written by his intimate friend. Dr. 
Armstrong, in terms which show how highly he 
estimated the character of him whom he commemo¬ 
rated. It would be needless, in a popular view, to 
g^ve the Latin original as he wrote it; but we 
prefer to give the excellent version appended to 
it, sufficiently and emphatically expressive of its 
minutest meaning:— 


llore 

Rest the remains 
ni 

Tobias Sinollefl, 

A Noiih llrUoii, 

Who, sprun;; 

From ail uncieiit and respectable fatmlv 
Shone iorth an exainplu 
Of the virtue of fonner times. 

Of an ni^'cnuous eouti tenanee, 

And manly malic. 

With a breast animated by tlie purest spirit 
He was eminently dlHtuiguishcd 
For prreat Iwiicvolcnce of temper. 

And a {reiierosity even above his tortuin.. 

Ills wit had cveiy character 
Of fertile iuventiveiiess, 

01 true pleasantry, 

Of ilexibility to every suhjeel 
From Ins aptness and wondertui cnparity 
For every kind of leaniin}r, 

The exercise of these talents 
rrodin ed a variety of pleasing lictions. 

In which, 

With groat exuberance ol 
And true hunioiii. 

He laughed at and described 
The liTe.s and manneri) ol men 
While 

(Shaiiipfnl to relate) 

This genius, 

This honoui to lus conntry. 

Met with nothing 

In these ab.indoned, worthless, insipid times, 

Hut w hat was iinfavour.iliU* 1o iiim ; 

Excepl, iiiileed. 

Their abundance of suj'iilv to his pen 
Of matter of sntnc , 

'I'lines! in whieh 
llaullv .iny liter.irv iiierit. 

Rut such as w'as m tlic most l.ilseor liilile taste, 
Reeened any eneoin.igemiMit 
From the paltry tnoek Me iM'iiases ol Riilain 
In honour to ‘lie inein«>i) 

Oftius most worthy and .iini.ihle 
Member ol soeiely, 

Siiieerely regretted In m.iny friends, 

Tins Monument 

Was by lus most beloved and .iflectionato w ile 
Dutilully and deservedly 
Consvciated 

Nor was this the sole trilmte to Smollett’s uini.il 
qualities and sterling genius luid merit, in 177 
a column of the Tuscan order was erected on t 
banks of the Leven, near the bouse in winch 
was born, by his eoiisiu SmolU tt of Boiihill, wi 
an inscription, the joint production of profes.s 
Stuart, John Uainsay, Esq., and Dr. Johnson. T 
lines written by llie last were siqqilicd at the i‘ariu 
reipiest of Mi*. Smollett, wlien he passed a mg 
with him in the latter end of the autumn of t 
same year, on his return from the Western Island 
and the whole inscription most probably was a 
ranged and corrected, if not greatly remodcllc 
by the great lexicographer. Translation:— 

Sl.iy, 'rraveller! 

II elegance of inste and wit, 

If fcitility of genius, 

And an unrivalled talent 
In ilelinenting Ihe ebararters ot mankind, 

Have ever attracted thy admiration, 

1‘ausc awhile 

On tlic memory of Tobias Smollett, M.D 
One more than roinmorily endued with those virli ea 
Whieh, in a man or < itixen, 

\ou could praise or imitate; 

Who, 

Having serured Ihe applause 
Ol posterity 

By a variety of literary abilities, 

Aud a peculiar felicity of composition, 

Was, 

By a rapid and cruel distemper, 

Snatched from the world in the Slst year of Ins ago 
Far, alas ! irom his country, 

He lies mtcried neat I.egliorn, m Italy. 
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In testimony of Jils matiy and virtues, 

Tins empty Monuniciit, 

I'heonly plodKc, alas! of liis aflVcIion, 

Ih cifflod on llie Imnks «»1 the Li-vcii, 

The bct'iic of ins hirth, ami of Ins laicst poetry. 

By Jjines Smollett, of Bonlull, 
ills cousin, 

#ho kliould r.itner have e\pc< lid tlim last triLutc fiom him. 
fio, and reiiuMiibcr, 

fills liotionrwas not Riven alonetollifmcinory ofthe deceased, 
But lor the vuvouraRoinciit of o' hi rs. 

I)( serve like him, ami he alike rewarded. 

Anollior tribute, and that Minch in our opinion 
jives the most correet idea of the author and of 
lie man, was paid to Smollett’s memory by Mr. 
iamsay, of Ochlertyrc; and it is also, as Dr. An- 
lersou justly descnlies it, a truly local and ajipro- 
iriatc inscription. We shall, as in the ease oi‘ the 
briner two, subjoin liere only the English version, 
v'hich, a.s far as can he done, conveys the spirit of 
he original. 

Stop, passenger! 

If a rich vein ol geimis and Immour, 

If exquisite drawings fi.mi ine, 

By the li.iiid of a inastei, 

Were evei adtinriU by thee, 

Fondly eimtemplale for a inmuent 
Von unadorned mansion, 

Under its roof, 

TuOiiih SmutlfU, AT I>. 

Drew his lirst brtiilh. 

In tho*e veiy fields on the hanks of Iicvcii, 

Did he olten play while a hoy ; 

Umler the sh.uleof jomler tree.s 
He lirst court«-d the nnul muse 
Aliera variety of advi-ntun's, 

And tiavelliiig inuvli in fou-ign elinics, 

Having ivturned fora slnnt space 
To his native countri, 

He was womli'ifiilly relreshed 
With the quiet of this sequestered spot, 

And with the leeolleetion ol his boMsh jeais, 

Wluili alone did not deeene 
Of hiH eliaiacier and rank in llie hteiaiy world 
Thou eanst not be iginuaiit, 

Kor IS It proper to dihiiii ibi-e — 

Uo tiieii, lare thee well ’ 

Always remembering how sweet and becoming 
Is the love of our iialivi land 

Jl adds to till* regret we naturally feel at the 
departure of fine and ardent genius when it has 
scarcely reached the zenith of its powers, to re¬ 
flect, that Had Smollett survived hut a I'ew^ years, 
he might Have divested himself wholly of political 
and literary cares, by succeeding to the Bonhill 
estate at the deatli of his cousin—a fortune of 
upwards of a thousand a-}'Car. As it was, lie had 
the pain of leaving his wife, who had brought 
him a small dowry, m a slate of almost complete 
penury, in a foreign country; and she had the 
affliction to .survive Jiim, in cheerless solitude, 
sorrow, and sickness, for many years. It does not 
appear that Smollett’s sister, Mrs. I’elfer, to whom 
he was affectionately attached, and who succeeded 
to the family property, interested herself for her 
unfortunate relative; but it shows the estimation 
in which Smollett’s genius continued to be held, 
that tlie tragedy of Venice lh*eserved w^is iier- 
formed for his widow’s liencfit at the 1'lieatrc 
Royal in Edinburgh, March .t, 17H t, and the pro¬ 
ceeds, amounting toupwards of BOO/, immediately re¬ 
mitted to Italy. Nor is it less honourable to the 
author’s character as a man, to observe the eager¬ 
ness with which his friends came forward on this 
interesting occasion. Mr. Nicholson, of Carnock, 
took upon himself the part of I’ien'o; and Graham 
of Gartraore, a man of wit and taste, who knew 
him intimately, volunteered to write the prologue. 
^^0 man was better enabled to do justice to his 


memory, as no one held it in higher estimatiou, 
having been his pupil, his guest, and companion; 
gifted with remarkable congeniality of mind and 
sentiment, and admirable powers of composition, 
a.s his poems left in tin* hand.s of Mr. Macneil, and 
of Mr. Ramsay, of Ochtertyre, gave sufficient evi¬ 
dence. 'J'he prologue was spoken by Mr. Woods, 
and, as illustrative of the author’s merit as well 
as for its own, is deserving of notice in a life 
which aims at exhibiting the iKijmlar fjualities as 
also the private cliaracter of Smollett as they really 
were:— 

“Thougli letter’d Borne and polish’d Greece could boast 
The s])leiidid table and the txmrieous host, 

'J'he riglits to stianger.s due;—though poets sing 
This mighty warrior or that powertul king, 

The wamfrer’s friendyet still wliaic’er is told 
By modern poets or hy bards of old, 

Is rivaU’d here—for here with joy wc see 
The heartfelt bliss ol heavenly Cliarity! 

See her with rapture spicad her willing hands, 

And throw her blessings into foreign bands; 

I)ry up the tear she never caus’d to tlow, 

And eager catch the distant sigh of woe. 

“ III vain seas swell, and mountains rise in laiii— 

A widow’s groans arc heard across the mam. 

A widow now,—alas j bow chang’d the day, 

(Jnee the Nareissaot your poet’s lay; 

Now, lalal change ! (of every bliss liercft, 

Nor child, nor li lend, nor kind protector left),— 

Spreads on a distant shore her scaiitj board. 

And humbly take.s what strangeis can nlluid 
Yet link’d to you by every tender tic, 

To you slie hits the long dejected eye, 

And thus she speaks—‘ Who dar’d willi manly rage 
To lash the vires oi an impious age^ 

W’ho dar’d tosei/e the bold histone pen. 

Faint living kings and ministers as men? 

W’ho sung sad Scotia’s liapless fate toriorn, 

Her broken peace, her fnshest laurels torn? 

Hr who on oaten reed by Leven’s side, 

Sung the lair stream, and hail’d tlie dimpling tide ? 

1 Ol uho.sayyc, lorsuch I'm sureare Iwre, 

W'hosi* honest liosoins nivcr yet knew leai, 

Sons of the Noith, who stem corruption's tide. 

Your country’s honour, and your nation’s pride; 

Jiontt of thf Imii-lit'iirt and mf/Ze njt, 

W'ho heed no storm that howls along the sky 
I Say ye, whose lyre, to manly mimliers strung, 

'I’he glorious blias ol Independence sung * 

W'lio leli 'belt power, and still ailoi’d his shrine? 

It was your Smollett! Oh' he oiin was mine.’ 

Tears stojip'J her utteraiiee, else she would have said, 

‘ lake him he bold, in virtue unilisinav’d ; 

Let Independence all your actions guide, 

Your .suicst patron, and your noblest pride.’ ” 

Several posthumous publications'-some of them 
including jiicces of iirst-rati; merit, made their 
appearance after the author’s dealli. 'fhe noble 
0(ie (o independence M^as first given to the 
public at Glasgow in 4to, 177B, uilh notes and 
observations by Vrofessor Riebardson, well known 
I’or his Illustrations of 81iakespeare, and other m orks 
of a superior character. 'I’liree y ears siib.seipiently 
his name appear(‘d attached to a bookselling spe¬ 
culation-a translation of Telemachiis, which be¬ 
came a popular w ork; but it is most probable that 
not a line, of the version was ever written by 
Smollett, if, indeed, he was in any manner con¬ 
nected with it. The tlietitrieal managers had as 
little mercy upon his reputation as tlie booksellers; 
and in 178.5, a farce was unuounced—the Israel- 
ite.s, or the Pampered Nabob, as having been left 
by Smollett in the. hands of a printer, and was acted 
at(k>venl Garden, very appositely, on the 1st of 
April, ostensibly for the benefit of Mr. Aickin, 
It was very ill attended—more indifferently re¬ 
ceived,—owing, doubtless, “ to the severity of the 
weather,"—and it was never printed. 

Of Smollett’s History of England, which had met 
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vith unprecedented success, a new edition of that 
portion from the revolution to the death of Goor^fe 
II, was printed in eight volumes octavo, forming a 
supplement to the previous j)criods of David 
Iluine; and other editions of tlie wliole have more 
recently been called for. Jf these multiplied re¬ 
prints are favourable to his eharacter as an elegant, 
though not profound historian; thi* rapid and sue- 
cessive demands for the autlior s novels—the best 
criterion of their merits—place his name as a writer 
of prose liction in tlic very first rank of the select 
few who have conferred lasting honour, if not 
immortality, on tlks delightful and most ditficull 
species of coiujiosition. Tlie extent of his post¬ 
humous popularity on this head may be best esti¬ 
mated by the collateral lustre which it seemed to 
throw over his minor productions. 

A collection of his Plays and Poems, with Me¬ 
moirs of the Life and Writings of the Author, 
jniblished by Mr. Evans, foliaw(*d the new editions 
<*f his novels, in 1784. Subsequently bis miscel¬ 
laneous works, consisting of plays, poems, and 
novels, were put forth by Mr. Itamsay, in G vols, 
8vo, 175H>, enriched with liumoruus frontispieces 
by the then inimitable liowlandson. Again, 
his poetical works were presented to the public 
in the Works of the British Poets, in l.Svols, 
8vo, 171)5, containing a biograpliieal and critical 
preface by Dr. Anderson, one of the best editors 
under whose notice it was vSmoHett’s good for¬ 
tune to fall. The same indefatigable writer 
published a new edition of his Miseelluneous 
Works, <’omprehcnding all his jilays, poems, an<l 
novels, in f> vols, 8vo, 179G. This edition was 
geniTally adojited by the London booksell<*rs, 
under the title of The Works of ^I’ohias Smollett, 
M.l)., with Memoirs of his Life, to which is pre¬ 
fixed a View of the Commencement and Th’ogress 
of liomanei*, hy John Moore, ]\I.l).,in 8 vols, 8\o, 
1797. This edition, as expensive as it was once 
valuable, siippheil the suhseipient biogi*a|)hers of 
the great novelist with materials drawn from 
actual observation. But Dr. Moore’s faithful nar¬ 
rative of interesting facts and aneedol(‘s lay com¬ 
paratively buried under too dilfusi* disqiiisitjfms 
and opinions, from amidst which they were fir^t 
exhumed hy Dr. Anderson, and rendered still more 
po]mlar by the immortal autlKU* of AVaverley. 
“ The want,” says Dr, A., “ of a complete account 
of Smollett’s writings, which, like the buttles of a 
general, are the eireumstances wliicli must fix the 
several eras of his life, is the principal defeid in 
Dr. IVIoore's narrative. IIis Sketch of those varia¬ 
tions of manners in Furoju*, whicli gave rise to 
aueient and modern ronumce, in which some veiy 
early eu.stoms and institutions are conipreliended, 
is ably executed ; but it can be only with ditlienlty 
found applicable to the subject, and might with 
oipial jiropriety be adiled to the works of any 
Ollier novelist as to those of Smollett.”- Amltr- 
son's Lifcy p. 89. 

It is to be regretted that the observations here 
Applied to Dr. Moore, should, though in a lesser 
degree, be applicable to the writer wlio makes them. 
It was reserved for his inimitable countryman, 
equally celebrated for humour and pathos, (Sir W. 
Scott,) to give to the whole that exe<*lJent method 
and agreeable character, with new and valuable 
traits, all which together furnished the editor oi' a 
|K>piilar and complete <‘ollection with ample ma¬ 
terials adapted to the wants of the age. The very 


expensive edition of 1796, published by Mr. Miin- 
dcll, was necessarily confined to a select party, and 
up h) that period, as up to the jireseiit, the new 
w'orld of readers may be said to have been aris¬ 
tocratically excluded by a succe.ssion of tliesi* high- 
priced reprints from a perusal of the full aiul 
complete works of tlu* most elegant and interesting 
among Englisli classics, and as a novidisl almost 
w’ithout a rival. In this important point of view', 
and in a popular sense, it may justly he observed 
by the pn'siuit editor, without assuming the .slight¬ 
est merit beyond that of exhibiting his predeces¬ 
sors' labours in the most favourable light, that 
owing to the cheap form in which they ap|M‘ar, the 
works of Smolhdt are now, for the first time, given 
to the icoild. By dint, however, of industrious re¬ 
search and porseveraiiec, it would liave been easy 
for him to add to the bulk of tlie text by seU'Otiiig 
from the iminerous doubtful or anonymous pu'ces— 
the jiroductions of the moment—criticisms, re¬ 
views, &,o., such as could he clearly aseertaimul to 
be liis, or bore the stamp of las genius and niaumu’. 
Sucli addenda, however, it was coiisidiTcd, besides 
their manif(*st want of interest, must have incrc'used 
the price as well as the bulk of the work; and 
being of a political, not less than a fugitive cha¬ 
racter, would s<*cin to belong to tlie historical, rather 
than the complete inisccllani'ous works of the 
author. 

Little remains to be said rc.spocting the character 
of Smollett as it is sliown in the preceding nar¬ 
rative, -in Ins letters, his novels, and indeed in 
most of his writings. It has been reinarkel that 
during Ins life he was more generally read, owing 
to the rich entertainment he afforded, than he was 
apjdauded or approviul; for his powers W(*re un¬ 
equal and variable, and blended v^ith bis unrivalled 
ipiahlies were defi'cts and blemislics, occasional 
breaches of pro]»rietj and good taste, ■which of- 
huided the judgment, tluuigh (liey could not detract 
from the admirable portraiture of life and niamuTS, 
from the wit and humour which held the reader 
e.iptive. Fertility of iinagiualion, striking iniag»*ry, 
rich fancy, and a flowing style, throw a ceaseless 
<‘liarm over Ins narrative, (^iiiek and penetrating, 
with strong serisi* and a releiitlva* memory. Ins 
writings all exhibit proofs of versatility as well as 
A'igour of talent. Though neither erudite nor jiro- 
found, he displays a eompeteiil knowledge both of 
(ireek and I toman literature, and he was sullicieiilly 
skilled in the v'arious branehes of modern learning, 
'riiongli ii fair historian, he W'as hut a feeble eon- 
trc»versialist, arid a weak politician ; Ins inventive 
powers were not adajited to tlu! el<>se reasoning, the 
condi'iised argument, and overwhelming weight of 
bitter inveetiv'c deduced from them, ■which crushes 
with its wit and sarcasm what it eaniiol confute—a 
power, happily for its opponents, rare—and of 
which vie find in the writings of Junius a cele¬ 
brated and striking exemplification. No wonder 
that Smollett, with all his finer weapons of fancy, 
wit, and hinnonr, fell before tlu* close heavy 
hammer of the Thor of his des]K.*rate day, tdothed 
in his arms of proof. Neither his learning, nor liis 
familiarity with the history and politics of bhirojH.*, 
with the eonstitnlioii and govcniment of liis 
connfry, availed liim in a oontliet like this. Ills 
peculiar power of observation ; his insight into the 
foibles of character, and the e<*centricities of man¬ 
ner, profession, life, and human nature itself, were 
here unavailing; and his nicer distinctions of natural 
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and of moral beauty and deformity were rather 1 
ail inciimhrance in an arbitrary and conventional ' 
huttle of naked f^Iadiatorial weapons, in which lie 
possessed neither the skill nor strt ngth of his 
a<l versa ry. 

Tlie intellect of Smollett, acute and penetrating, 
enabled liini to dive a certain way, but not as with 
the genius of a Fielding, into tlui ver^ recesses of 
the hninan mind. Ills humour, lively and versatile 
as It was, lay rathm’ in broad and strong painting, 
approaching caricature, than in situation and inci¬ 
dent, which retiuirc no comment, wliich possess 
llie soul and naked power of wit, without tin* 
ornament of language. Yet he could paint vividly 
and accurately the weaknesses and absurdities 
which ]>n*seiited themselves in ludicrous jioints of 
view. He liad a clear conception, and he con- 
ve}ed it in a perspicuous and forcible style. He 
combines simplicity with correctness, and elegance 
and ease with grace, llis wit, hold and sudden, 
nev(‘r fails to strike ; and it is keen as it is strong 
and manly. His humour, though ex<]uisite at 
limes, and always lively, cannot compete with the 
innate power of Fielding, nor with that of Swift 
and Congreve. Nor as a general writer does he 
possess the delicate taste or iihasteiied moral, with 
the jioigiiant satire and pleasing variety of Addison, 
hut bis great forte* lay in displaying the various iy- 
eoiigriutie‘H of coiiduet and manners, as well as the 
sources of human actions, in all which be ]H*oved 
liiniself no unwortliy rival of Theophrastus, of 
Bniyere, and Molicre. 

Of Smollett's social epialities and style of living, 
we are happily presentetl with a livi-ly and inter¬ 
esting sketch from bis own pen, in tin* Kxpedition 
of Iluinjiliry Ciinker, in the account of }oniig 
Melfurd, when aecoinjianied by Dick Iv), be jiro- 
e<-<‘ds to dine with the author at lus house iii 
(’helsea. “He earricil ino to dim* with S— , 
wlioiii you and 1 bavi* long known by his writings. 
He lives in the skirts of the town, and every Sun¬ 
day Jus house IS open to all unfortunate brotliers of 
the (pull. 1 was civilly reeeised in a plain, vet 
decent habitation, which ojiened backwards into a 
very pleasant garden, kept in exeeliciil order; and 
indeed 1 saw none of the ontwaiil slgn^ of aullior- 
sliip, either in the lionse, or th<* landlord, who is 
one of the few writers i>f the agt* that stand ujxm 
their own foundation, w’llbout patronagi*. ami above 
depeudcuee. If there was nothing eliaractenstje in 
the eiiter*{iiiier, the eimipany made ample amends 
for Ins want of singnlarilj. After dinner we ad¬ 
journed into llie garden, when I observed S- 

gave a separate audienei* to <*ver\ individual, in a 
small remote ftlhert walk, from wheiH*e most of 
tlu'm ilropped oft; but tliey were rejilaeed by fresh 
reeruits of the same elan, wlio came to make an 
afternoon s viriit. Afti*r eollee, 1 took in} leave of 

^-^ with projKT acknowledgments of hi.s civility, 

and was extremely well pleased with the entertain- 
meiil ot the day, tliough not yet satisfied with 
n*Kpeet to the natiu’o of the connexion hetw ixt a 
iiiun of character in the literary world, and a parcel 
of aiithorliiigs, who, in all probability, would never 
oe able to acquire any degree of reputation by 
their labours. On this Iiead, 1 interrogated my 
jponductor, who answered me to this effect: - 
ahose people, whom he knows to be had men, as 
well as had writers, are cunning enough to make 
him their property. There is not one of them w ho 
does not owe lam particular obligations, 'riiose 


who are in distress he supplies with money, when 
he has it, and with his credit when ho is out of 
cash. Wlien they want husine.ss, be either finds 
employment for them in his own service, or recom¬ 
mends them to booksellers to execute some project 
he has formed for their subsistence. I'hey are 
alw'ays welcome to his table, which, though plain, 
is plentiful, and to his good offices as far as they will 
go ; and, wlien they see occasion, they make use of 
his name with the most petulant familiarity; nay, 
they do not scrujile to arrogate to thom.seha s tlie 
merit of some of his performances, and have been 
know n to sell their own lucubrations as the jiroduce 
of his brain. 1 still expressedlEi de.sire to know his 
real motives for continuing his friendship to a set 
of rascals equally ungrateful and insignificant. He 
said, he did not jireteiid to assign any reasonable 
motive; that, if tlie truth must he told, the man 
was, in point of conduct, a most incorrigible fool; 
that, though he pretended to have a kna^k at hitting 
off (*liaracfers, he hlunderod strangely' in the ilis- 
trihuliou of his favours, which were generally be¬ 
stowed on tlie most undeserving of those who liad 

recourse to his assistance. By all accounts, S- 

is not without weakness and ea])rice; yet he is 
t*ertainly good humoured and civilized ; nor do I 
find that there is any thing overhearing, cruel, or 
iniplaeahle in his disposition.” 

I'hough Smollett owed the lustre of hisr(‘putation 
to his genius as a nov<*list, he would not have re¬ 
mained undistinguished as an historian, a poet, a 
critic, and a dramatist. His History of England 
was a gi’cat and .successful effort for the p(*riod in 
which it was written. Hume’s narrative of the 
earlier r<‘igns had not appeared, and the taste of the 
aire for lighter jirodiictions ha<l consigned the heavy 
lahour.s of Rapin and Uldmlxon, of ('arte and 
Bi*ady, to comparative neglect. A concise and 
eoiidensed, yet faithful narrativeof events, elegantly 
written ill a style adapted to the day, was then a 
desideratum, and he acquitted hiinscH* with creilit, 
judiciously dwelling ujKin the more important and 
instructive subjects, and aliridging the less interest¬ 
ing portions. 

It will now he interesting to give tin* opinions of 
his different hiograjiliersupon his literary character, 
wliteh, wlii*ii eolleeted togetlier, will best, perhaps, 
enable the reader ic) form a just estimate of the 
author's merits. “ In the comic part of their 
w ntiiigs,” say s Sir W. Scott, “ w e ha\ e already said 
Fiehling is jireeniinent in grave irony, a ('ervantic 
species of pleasantry in whieli .Smollett is not 
<‘qually successful. ()n the other hand, tlie Seoteh- 
man, iiotwitlistaiiding the general opinion denies 
that quality to his country men, excels in broad and 
Iiidieroiis humour. His fancy seems to run not in 
aeenumlating ndieulous (*ircnmstaiiees one upon 
anollh-r, to the utter destruction of all powers of 
gravity ; and perliaps no kioks evi r writti'ii have 
excited such peals of inextinguishable laughter as 
tfio.se of Smollett. The deseriplmns which affect 
us thus powerfully border sonielmies ujum what is 
(•alh*<l farce, or caricature; hut if it be the highest 
])raisc of pathetic composition that it draws forth 
tears, why should it not be esteemed the greatc.st 
excellence of tlie ludicrous that it compels laugliter? 
'Pile one tribute is at least as gi nuiiie an expression of 
natural feeling as the other; and he who can read the 
calamitous career of Trunnion and Hatchway, when 
nni away with by their mettled steeds, or the in¬ 
imitable absurdity of the Feast of the Ancients, 
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withoiit a hearty burstof honest laughter, must 
b«‘ well (jualified to look sad and gentlemanlike 
with Lord Chesterliold and Master Stephen. 

“ Upon the whole, the genius of Smollett maybe 
said to resemble that of Rubens. ITis pictures are 
often deficient in grace, sometimes coarse, and even 
vtilgar in conception, deficient in keeping and in 
du(‘ subordination of parts to each other, and inti¬ 
mating too much carelessness on the part of the 
artist. 

“ But these faults arc redeemed hy such richness 
and brilUaney of colours; such a profusion of 
imagination, now hodying fortli the grand and 
terrible, now the natural, the eas}, and the ludi¬ 
crous; there is so much of life, action, and bustle 
in every group he has painted; so much force and 
individuality of character; that we readily grant 
to Smollett an eijual rank with his grand rival. 
Fielding, while wc jdaeehoth far above any of their 
successors in the same line of* fictitious composi¬ 
tion.” -Bnxjmphical NoUcvHy iVr, vol. i. ISb. 1. 

“As a writer,” observes Dr. Anderson, “of that 
species of modern romance which has bi‘en denomi¬ 
nated a novel, he is entitled to the praise of being one 
of the greatest whom our nation has ^woduced. lie 
ranks with Cervantes, LeSage.Marivaux,Rousseau, 
Richardson, an<l Fielding, the great masters of 
jirosaic tielion; and though we cannot say he has siir- 
jiassed them, he has entered into a noble competition, 
lie proves himself to have jio&sessed, in an eminent 
degn*e, tlie powers w hich are retjuired to excel in tins 
sjiecies of composition—an extensive acijuaintanee 
with human nature, an acute diseernment, an exact 
discrimination of character, a correct judgment of 
probability in situations, an active imagination in 
devisinff and combining incidents, w'ith comraund 
of language for describing them. His novels ex¬ 
hibit the features that give most dignity to this 
species of fiction—the artful conduct of an in¬ 
teresting plot, the dramatic illustration of <;haracters 
drawn iVom actual observation, the accurate and 
taj>tivating representation ol* real domestic life, 
without otfcuding the modesty of nature, w liieh are 
foLiud in great peiiection in the novels of Le Sage, 
jirofessedly adoj)ted by liim as models of emulation. 
The works of few novelists have been more justly 
or more uiiiv'ersally admired than those of Ijf Sago, 
'riic vivacily of his charaeters, the inten*stmg 
nature of his incidents, the epigrammatic turn of 
his dialogues, and the elliptical vein of satire by 
which he inculcates his moral, and endeavours to 
reform tlie follies of various orders in society, have 
jierhaps been eipuilled, but certainly have not been 
surpassed by Smollett. In represcfiting the clia- 
raeters of men as they are, not as they ought to hi*, 
w'hich seems to have been the object of lieSagein his 
various works, Smollett displays much of the spirit 
and humour of his model, and copies from natun* 
with tlie pleasantry and descriptive fidelity of 
Hogarth. In the knowledge of human nature, 
mas<*uliue humour, just observations on life, great 
variety of original characters, and the jiowers of his 
invention, ho is equal to Richardson and I'ielding ; 
but he is inferior to them in pathos, sublimity, and 
regularity of fable. By perusing the pages of Clarissa 
and 'J'om Jones, the understarnling is instrueted, 
mirth is excited, and all the purposes of moral im¬ 
provement are attained. The romances of Smollett 
are equally distinguished by a fertility of interesting 
incidents, and a strong, lively, and picturesque 
description of characters, 'fhey exhibit a series of 


natural pictures of life and manners, which riva 
the masterly productions of the moral, the sublime, 
flic pathetic, hut tiresome Richardson, with all In*^ 
profound and accurate knowledge of the varioiu 
workings of the human heart; and the ingenious, 
the humorous, the diffuse Fielding, w ith all his wit, 
learning, and knowledge of mankind. Thai Fielding 
repeatedly disjilays a lliorough acquaintance with 
nature, and desenTS the highest praise for his 
humour, the very skilful maiiagemorit of his fable, 
and the variety and contrast of his charaoter.s; and 
that innumerable passages may he pointed out in 
Riehardson w liieh do infinite credit to the goodness 
of Ins h(‘art and the depth of his understanding, 
superior to tlie best efforts of Smollett, cannot lie 
denied; yet, after perusing the wiie-drawn history 
of Clarissa, and the diffuse narrative of Tom Jones, 
we never quit them with so much reluctance as we 
feel in closing the pages of Smollett, wlio, w ith less 
regularity of fable, and without introducing so many 
observations of a moral tendency, or so nineli of 
what may he called fine writing, possesses, in an 
eminent degree, the art of rousing the feelings and 
fixing the attention of his readers. The style is 
eharacterised by a beautiful simplicity, a just 
selection of appropriate terms and descriptive ex¬ 
pressions, by turns easy, elegant, and pathetic. 

“ His Adventures of Ttoderiek Random exhibit 
a natural, lively, and <*nterliuniiig representation of 
the difficulties to which a friendless orplian is ex¬ 
posed, without steady principles, open to he duped 
i>y knavery, and iierverted by example, llu* mean 
scenes in wliieh he is involved, from his <iwii want 
of experience as well as from the selfishness, nialiee, 
and base indifference of mankind, are described 
with true liuinour ami simple ek'gance; ami every 
reader finds entertainment in viewing those situa¬ 
tions of life where the manners ami passions are 
undisguised by affeetiition,ciTcmony, or education; 
and the whimsical ^leeuliarities of di‘'position 
a])i>ear as nature has mijilanti'd them. 'The base 
purposes of hypocrisy, fraud. seMish plausibility, 
cunning, and pretended friemlshi]), are exposed in 
a masterly manner; and the cireunistanees ibat 
arise from tlie motley and repugnant qualities wliieli 
are oflen wlmnsieally blended together by the folly 
of men, are described wilb inlinite humour and 
sagacity. Many of the ebaraeters :ive drawn from 
re;il life; but short as the tim<* is since the publica¬ 
tion of ibis novel, it al jireseiil derives no advantage 
from tliat source, and owes its ceb'linty to its 
intrinsic merit alone. In di-scribing the ehuraeters 
of seamen he is jieeiiliarly happy. Lii’iiteiiant 
Rowling is a highly finished original, and equals 
any character that has yet been ])amted by the 
happiest genius of ancient or modern times. 'J'his 
is indeed mitiirc itself. As well as the ladder tj* 
promotion. Ills very name hits long become pro¬ 
verbial for an honest, blunt seaman, unacquainted 
with mankind ami the ways of the world. The 
plilegm of an old lawyer is happily' illustrated in 
the eomluet of Random’s gramlfallKU*; and forms 
the most striking contrast imaginable to the fero¬ 
cious benevolence of* the naval veteran. 'I’lie dis¬ 
appointment of the tnaidi*!) aunts on opening the 
old man’s will, is infinitely natural and amusing. 
The characUT of Strap is nuivcrsally interesting; 
that of Morgan is truly comic, it is partly Imr- 
rowed from Shakespeare’s Welshman; but still it is 
the imitation of a great master, not the lame copy 
of a comiiKm artist. 'J'lie style of this novel is 
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characterised* ’with a few exceptions, ]>y u beautiful 
simplicity. It is written in such a iimnner as to 
please all times and all pwple. 'J'hemornl lendeney 
of the story none can deny. It is written too with 
the purest intentions of proniotin/^ virtue, and 
correcting the ordinary follies of life.”— Aiuhmms 
LiH\ pp. 104, ior>. 

The views entertained of the same work by the 
author’s coiiteinporary, himself no undistinguished 
novelist-~one of his most faithful friends and 
fellow-travellers—Dr. Moore, must be allowed to 
b<* still more interesting, wliilo they are equally 
candid and just. Be it recolh'cted, moreover, that 
he sj)olve from actual observation, and the autliority 
(»f experience derived from a long and intimate 
knowledge of Smollett’s merits and his failings:— 
“ It eertainly had never been in Smollett's contem¬ 
plation to give amotlel for imitation in the character 
of Handom. llis object evidently was, in imitation 
of Ijc Sage, to lead a young man through a variety 
of scenes, and put him into situations ■which aftbrded 
lum opportunities of exhibiting human nature in 
interesting points of view, of agitating the passions, 
of amusing the imagination, and of instrueting the 
tinderstancling of tli(‘ reader. 

“ The character of Strap is accurately delineated 
from nature. Uis remonstrance, addressed to 
Random in the sixteenth chapter, is at once pathetic 
and Immorous; and distinguishes him not only as a 
iiaiive of North Britain, but also of that particular 
part ol'Scotland from whence he came. 

“Although the hint of the eharacler of Morgan 
was probably takim from the Fliiellen and thi‘ Sir 
Hugh 10 vans of Shakespeare, jet it is admirably 
varu'd, and highly entertaining. 'I’lie scenes on 
hoard the man of war, particularly that with Mack- 
shane and Oakum in the thirteenth chapter, are 
written with great spirit. 

“ In the character of .lack Rattlin, though short, 
there are some admirable touches, liighly charac¬ 
teristic of an Knglish sail(»r: and tliat of 'rom 
Bowling is consiiicred as a inaslerinece exquisitely 
true to nature; wdiich SinoUetl himself never 
equalled in any of Ids subsecpient romances, and 
winch was never surjiassed in any work of the 
kind.”— Moon's Ltjt'. 

“ HLs Adventures of Peregrine Pickle, relate, 
in easy i‘legaiit language, a siu-eession of events, 
forming a natural and well-drawn picture of 
liuntan life, which the thoughtless may peruse 
with advantage, and the ]U’udent with emotions 
of Uiiimph. From the wild, unlucky hoy. teasing 
Iiis aunt and the commodore bj mischievous 
firanks. and heading a rebellion at school against 
llis master, we trace the headstrong \outh of nii- 
liroken pride and unhridlcil apiietite, plunging into 
folly, vice, and dissipation; wasting his suli- 
stuiice; injuring the wonlan of all others he loved; 
and at last jiining in prison. In this forlorn situa¬ 
tion, detesting the world, ubliorring himself, and 
loving Emilia to distraction, he jirotests to her 
Imither that he had broken olf all eonm’xions with 
mankind, and that he impatiently longed for his 
liour of dissolution, which if it should not arrive by 
the course of nature, he was resolved to hasten it 
by his own bands, rather than be exposed to the 
contempt, and more intolerable jiity of a rascally 
world. He remains for some time obstinately 
bent on this frantic determination, notwithstanding 
tile zealous efforts of expostidating friendshii), and 
but for the unexpected payment of a large debt. 


which had been given up as lost, would probably 
have sacrificed himseff to that sullen, irrational 
independence, which leads the infatuated .spendthrift 
into habits of misery and ruin; and without im¬ 
parting to him sullicient strength of mind to resist 
temptation, or struggle witli calamity, eommences 
in folly, and concludes wilfi self-destruction. Roused 
by the voice of friendship, and again restored to 
affluence, he returns, witli stern reliietunee, founded 
on a sense of liis own iinworthmess and viciou.s 
imprudence, to society and love, convinced, that 
after all the hustle of pleasure, and the glitter ol 
wealth, real liappiness is only to he found in modi*- 
rate enjojment, domestic tranquillity, and social 
virtue. The story of Peregrine Fickle is undoubtedly 
an effort of genius and fancy which rivals tin* 
romance of Roderick Random in original invention, 
interesting combination of incident, fine ridicule, 
and useful apjdication to the pursuits of life; and 
is perhaps superior to it in genuine humour and 
jirofound learning. It is chflracferised by the 
same elegant fluency of narration, and the same 
interesting minuteness, agreealile vivacity, and 
inimitable simplicity of description. I'hat admir 
able faculty of drawing sea characters with pro¬ 
priety, so conspicuous in Roderick Random, is 
here displayed with renovated vigour ; in the por 
traits of Trunnion, Hatchway, and Pipes, he has 
lavished ail the juiwers of Ins genius; their maniuTs 
and dialects are puri-ly those of the waterj ele¬ 
ments ; yet they are perfectly origiual.’'‘ 'I'he 
caricature of the jihysieian is contrasted in the 
most laughable manner witli the portraits of Pallet 
and Jolter. Tn the entertainment after the manner 
of the aii(‘ients, given by the physician to a French 
manpiis, an Italian count, and a German baron, 
Smollett dis])lays jmofouiul erudition, and many 
rich str(»kes of humour and pointed satire, directed, 
in the rancour of Tory ism, with eagerness against 

llis Whig opponent. Dr. Akenside.Peregrine 

Pickle is justly entitled to rank as a fir.st-rate 
novel, whose merits far exceed the modern pro¬ 
ductions oT frivolous fasliion and sickly sentiment, 
which serve only to mislead the judgment and 
corrupt the lieart.”— Life. 

“ J 'eregrine's tin-t meeting with Emilia,” observes 
the author of Zeluco, “hisfalling in love, and the 
hehavionr of the joung lady and hi*r mother on 
that occasion, are well described. Theyerse.s he 
addresses to his mistress are in themselves jileasing, 
and such as a youth of warm imagination might 
naturally be supposed to ha\e emnposed. The 
maimer in which these verses, with the letter in 
whieli they w'cre enclosed, were destroyed, the ex¬ 
pedient wliich Pipes fell on to repair tlieir loss, the 
misunderstanding this ])rodueed betwei'ii the lovers, 
and the reconciliation, are all admirably invented, 
and related in the hajipiesl vein of liumour. 

“'Phe character of (jamaliel I’ickle, and the 
difi'erent tempers with winch he ami Commodore 
'Pruiinion bore the tyranny of their respective 
wive.-;, the one with tin* submission of an ox, the 
other witli the growling of a bear, are delineated 
with the hand of a master. The adventures of the 
gipsy girl introduced by I’iekle into fashionahU‘ 
assemblies as his relation, and received by them as 
a high-bred and accomplished lady, and the eha- 

• It 18 Staled lij Dr. Anderson, upon tlie authoriiy of (lu* 
eolobraled aetor Jolin Kemble, tluit the Rrcat orator and 
writer Jlurke was partieularly delijihfed with Pipes, and 
thought It the most liumoious anil highh tinished cburactcr 
that ever w»a nixented. 
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racter of tlie misanthroj)c wlio pretended to bo 
deat^ are happy inventious; but in the ardour of 
his humorous chase, Dr. Smollett boinetiiues leaves 
delicacy too far behind. 

“The peculiar character of British seamen— 
their language, inclinations and manners, struck 
the fancy of Smollett so Ibrcibly during the sliort 
jieriod in which he was on board a ship of war, 
that he has been able to deseiibe them with a 
degree of spirit and pleasantry that has never been 
equalled. I’lie charueters of Tipes, Hatchway, 
and Trunnion are all ditferent from each other: 
yet all consonant with the nature of that jie- 
culiar species of mortals, Englisli seamen;—all 
of the same blunt, thoughtless honesty, with the 
same attacliinent to their own profession and habits, 

yet each a uiost entertaining original. 

Jlis sea characters were so entertaining to the 
public, and he was universally thought to liave 
succeeded so wonderfully in drawing them, that he 
hitiiself Ix'came fond of the work : yet he lu'ver 
was so exiiuisitoly successful as in his lirst atteiniit 
in Tom B(>N\ling.”~ iMi>o>r\s Lj/c of Smollett. 

The Adventures of Ferdinaiul ('ount Fathom, 
are distinguished liy the same bold and happys])irit; 
tiie same lively facility and variety of expression. 
It abounds with scenes of exijuisite luimonr and 
pointed satire, as well as genuine pathos, and know¬ 
ledge of life and manners. 'The subject, liowever, 
must be admitted to be a l<*ss happy one than 
either of his preceding novels; nor was his devia¬ 
tion from hi.s model, Ia* Sage, more fortunate, 
leading him to i*\hibi!, insteail of an agreeable 
adventurer, Uk(‘ (lil Bias, that of an unrestrained 
, libertine, utterly devoid of prhjei[dc, and condueting 
him through sceues scarc<*ly compatible with rea¬ 
son, nature, ami probability. It is professedly 
written to unfold the mysteries of fraud, to instnicl 
the ignorant, to subjeet folly to ridicule, and vice to 
indignation; to rouse the spirit of mirth, wake the 
soul of compassion, and touch (he secret springs 
that move the lieart. 

“Jlis Aihenlures of SirJ^auncelot (Jrea\esare 
rcd.Ttecl with the same vivacity and energy of ex- 
jiression winch cliaraetcrise his other productions, 
d’ho story, though unjn-olKibk*. is eoiidueted with 
much huimmv; :i:nl tliongh the plan is borroweil 
from Don t>in\'ote, it is truly original in the exe¬ 
cution. It has mail} <‘haraei<‘rs well drawn, many 
entertaining incideuts, and many line stnikes of 
genius, nature, and passion. The character of Sir 
Launoclot, a }onlli of elevated mind, actuated by 
thcnobl(‘st and luostlicnevohmt principles, is formed 
on that of tin* gra\e knight of I/a M.incha; and 
Squire Orabshaw bears a ludicrous resemblance to 
Ills facetious jirototype, Sanclio Banza ; yet tlu'v an* 
not tame unentertaining copies. They resemble 
wUhout iinitaliiig, and leiniud us ofwiial imparted 
exquisite enjoyment, without dimimsliing tlieir ow n 
novelt}. Readers uuacipumited with Don (Quixote 
and his stpiire, will be delighted with Sir J/iimeelot 
and t>ab.sliaw; tho.se w ho have atlended that 
mirror of chivalry tlirough the course of his straiigi* 
adventures, and listen<*d with wonder to the shrewil 
remarks of Saneho, will be surprised at tin* jiossi- 
bility of giving originality to obaracters formed 
upon that model. The portraits of Crowe, Ferret, 
Oakley, and some oth<*rs, are truly eharaet<*ri.slic, 
and demonstrative of the genuine humour, satirical 
talents, and bemvoleut heart of the writer. Oowe 
IS u seaman easily <UstiiiguUlied from Bowling, 


Trunnion, Pipes, or Hatchway. It has been said 
that Sliakes|)eare lias drawn a natural character in 
Caliban, not to be found in nature; it may with 
equal reason be alfirmed, that (Vowe is a true sea¬ 
man that never existed, wlio talks in trojies and 
figures borrowed from liis jirofe&sion, buC never 
used before. Smollett may bo .said 1o liave in¬ 
vented a language lor this amphibious species, so 
extremely natural, that iiolbmg 'can be better 
adapted to express the character. The oration of 
Sir Launcelot to an election mob, is in the true 
spirit of (Vrvante.s. .... 

“ llis Adventures of an Atom belong t<i the 
class of composnioiis in fictitious liistory, m the 
form, rather than the substanceol’the work, which 
consists of real charaetms and historical ineidi iits 
aggravated and embellLdied by humour and fane), 
and tinged hy the dark hues of political prejudice. 
Thisspeeies of romauoi'was first introdueed into the 
English language ]>y l\lr.'.. ISIaulev, in the Me¬ 
moirs of the New Atlantis,*’ to stigmati/e the Wing 
administration in the reign of (|ueen Anne. It was 
alterwards improved by Swdft, wliu blended m liis 
political allegories, liiimour and satire, ndieuh* and 
reality, witli iniimtalile art and originality, and 
advanced to perfection by Dr. Arbiilhnot. in tiie 
History of John Bull. 'I’he plan of this per¬ 
formance combines tlie wild exfiinaganee of Ka- 
belais, and the broad oancainre of Mrs. J^lanley, 
with the splendid humour of Sw iCt, and the brilliant 
w It aiul profound erudition of Dr. Aibutlinof. Me 
takes the advantage of the l*}t!iagoi’ean doctrine 
of transmigration to endue Iiis atom wjtli leasoii 
and th<* organs of sjH-eeli. whicli he excites in the 
brain of Mr. Nathaniel Beacock, wlio writes down 
what it dictates of the history of our period, during 
which it underwent some strange re\olntious in 
the emjiire of Japan (Kngland), and was coiiseious 
(‘fsome political anecdotes to he divulged tor the 
inslnictioii of British ministers. Me piofesses to 
give a plain narratue of lustoneal ineulents, with¬ 
out pretending to jihdosojdu/e like M- e, or dog¬ 
matize like Sm- tt. The characters of the I’hiefs 
who disputed the administration of Japan, are 
drawn in the high style of recognisable caniatun*. 
The portraits of King (icorge M. and (he I)uke of 
(hiniberlaiid, are aggravated willi strokes ot satne ; 
and the leadi-rs of the Whig part}, with the excep¬ 
tion of the Farl of Mardwiek, ‘the wisest man ami 
tile greatest e}pher,’ are stiiimatized us a set of 
sordid knaves, utterly <le\oid of seiitmieiU and in¬ 
tegrity. . . . hroni our knowledge of Smollett's 
eharaeter, we cxjieet, wdiut we find, in fins work, 
nleas that indicati' u firm and loft} mind, and a 
diction ardent and energetic, corrcs]Hmdeut to the 
feelings of his heart. Though it is iafenor upon 
tlie whole to bis other no\<‘ls for ingoimity and 
contrivaiH'e in the composition, and for observation 
of life, it is written for the most part w itli his usual 
humour, animation, and felicit} of expression. 
Mis comiuirison of the (’ouneii Board to tlu* alli*- 
gortcal table of Ck'bes is well managed ; and his 
digressions on suriianu's, breeches, aleiieni}, magic, 
necromancy, and sorcery, display that peculiar 
eomhiiiation of jirofouud learning and gemune 
liumonr wliieh forms the basis of ludicrous eomjio- 
siljon.”—/Jin/mvow’.v Life. 

Jt lias been justly remarked by Dr. THoore, that 
prejudice ciTtuinly guided his frieiid'.s pencil in 
drawing the jiortraits, or rather the caricatures, 
interspersed through this v. (»rk some of wliieli do 
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the grentost injustice to the (irigiiials for whom tliey 
were intended; “ yet ttie peiionnanee of tlie whole 
iftonls new proofs of tlie humour, wit, learning, 
and powerful genius oftlie jmiiiter; and it may he 
asserted with truth, that no political allegory has 
been executed with equal wit and ple:isantry since 
the d.'iys of Arhiilhnot.” 

“ In his Expedition of JIumpliry Clinker,*' 
says Dr. Anderson, “ he has avoided the i-xtra- 
vaganees which may he justly charged to Count 
Fathom, Sir Eauncelot tlreaves, and the Ad- 
veutur<‘S of an Atom, and adh(*rod closely to 
nature and prohabilily. From the wild <*xeur- 
sioiis of fancy, inv<*ntion is brought home to range 
thnuigh the prohable oecurrenees of familiar lil'e. 
It lias no extravagant characters, no unnatural 
situations; on the e(»ntrary, an admirable know¬ 
ledge of life and maimers is <li^p!ayed, atxl most 
usel'nl lessons arc given, apjdicable and interesting 
to tlie inferior societu's of life. It jiosse.sses all the 
charaeleristie exeellcTieies of the best elforts of his 
genius; strong seubc and vigour of imagination, 
.naseuline humour, variety of original eliarachTs. 
|iii»t observations on life, picturesque description and 
vi\a<'ity, and elegance of expression. It is the pro¬ 
duction of a mind enrielied and mellowed by expe- 
ri(me(‘, and softened,nDisoiired. by misfortune. AtVer 
running a long eoursi*, lie appears vigonnis, fresh, 
and unexhansU’d. He retain.s his natural warmth 
and splendour. He sets like the sun in a clear 
Bummer’s evening, luminous and majestic. '"I'his 
work IS characterised by that facility and simjile 
elegance, by tli.at liveliness and poignancy of una- 
gin.ilion, which are almost peculiar to hirnsidf. 
Wiili liim an adherence to sim))licity of falde has 
not produced the efiect of dnlness norexiduded the 
pliMSun* ofiiONclty. The inimitahle descriptions 
of life which distinguish his otlier works, rce('i\e, 
if possible, an additional force frimi the <q»islolary 
form in wlncli this novel is xvritten ; winch‘is 
farther enhanced by the contrast that arises from 
the general alternate insertion of the k'ttcrs of 
several corriNjiomlentv. Instead of \ isioiuiry scenes 
and jieiNons. the usual subji^cts of romance, weave 
fre(|nently presented with uncommon anecdotes, 
and curious I'xhihiflons of n-al life, di'scrihcd in 
such a manner as to afford a pleasure eM*n sujierior 
to wliat arises from the jioviraits of fancy. I’he 
eharecter of Matthew llramble, at once so amiahh', 
so distressful, and so ludicrous; and those of 'rahi- 
tha and iiismahago, are painted w'ith the highest 
touches of discriminating humour and expressnm. 
As to Iliimidiry ('linker, he is only to he considered 
as the nominal iiero (T th<* [liece ; but Ins cliaractiT, 
as well as fliat of Winifred Jenkins, is aimost un¬ 
anticipated and bigldy comic. The letters trom 
llrainlile and Melford, upon their tour to North 
Ilntain, contain many delineations of sceiii'rj', and 
representations of life and imnmers, that not only 
gratify curiosity,hut also tendtocorr<*etmany wrong 
notions con<‘erning that jiart of the island. We 
are everywhere eut(*rtained wdth the narration or 
description of somotliing interesting or <‘xtraor- 
dinar}'^, erdculated at once to amuse the imagination 
and rern‘ve the understanding from jircjudice. 
E^ry character appears such as we see it in life; 
ani.^»very circumstauce of <*very person js copied 
with the utmost accuracy from wlierc it really exists, 
almost without exaggeration. The whole corre¬ 
spondence is highly characteristic, and the incidents 
we replete with mirth and humour; and it is one 


of the few works of inv<*ntion produced hy the 
FiiigUsh writers which will always continue in 
request.’*— Anderson's Life, 

“In Humphry (.'linker,*’ ohs(‘r\’os J)r. Moore, 
“tlie author hanlly attempts any story ; it is a mere 
yehiole for characters and remarks on life and 
rnanners. The characters of the different corre¬ 
spondents are supported throughout witli the ut¬ 
most propriety, and the pi'cnliar stjlc suitable to 
each writer is maintained with more precision than 
in any r.nnance in the epistolary form with which 
1 am acquainted. . , . Many useful lessons arc 
given for the eondiiet of life, particularly in the 
story of Mr. liayiiard, w ho is brought to the brink 
of rum hy the vanity of liis 'wife, and the good- 
natured facility of his temper. 'I lie whole of 
Tlramble’s account of tlie Tenqde of Cold deception 

isadimralily takiMi from nature. 

“From the assmiiblies of high life, Dr. Smollett 
thought that humour was banished hy ceremony, 
alfeetation and cards; ‘ that nature heiiig castigated 
almost to still life, luirtii never appeared hut in an 
insipid grin.’ I!is extreme bmduess for humour, 
therefore, led him to seek it where it was to he 
found, namely, in the inferior societies of life, 
which, ill desjjtfe of the aciitmiess with which he 
S(M7ed and dc'scriiMsl it, has exjiosed him lo the 
censure of the fastidious. Dr. Smollett seems, 
when he wrote* Humphry (’linker, to have been 
conscious of the discontent and fretfulness that 
ajipear in hts letters from France amt Italy ; and 
to hav(* had a just notion of his own character. 
Neillicr L(“ Sage nor Fielding, had they lieen in- 
timatidy acquainted with him, could have drawn 
It moie truly, nor with more humour than it ap 
pears In the b*tters of Mattliew llramble, 

“ The similitude among the characters of Eandoni, 
Fhekic, ami Hramhie, has been n peateiUy remarked, 
'I’lie two former display the same fondness tor prac¬ 
tical jokes which was ohservcMl m Smollett wlien a 
l)o> ; the same spirit in exj»osiiig presnm])tuous 
ignorance, stigmatizing h\pocris_\, repelling pride, 
and applauding merit that lie displayed in his me¬ 
ridian ; and in the letters of Matthew Tiramble, the 
same peevishness that Smollett himself betrays iu 
his ’I’raveks, with that sensibility, bcnoMilence, and 
generosity of disposition, which he possessed from 
the heginmngto theeiid of his life.”— Moore's Lift 
of SnufllcU. 

The surpassing qualities of Smollett, as a novelist 
have also heou examined with discrimiiwtion hy 
IMr. Cumberland, so well known as a novelist, a 
dramatist, and an essayist, in liis ingenious allego- 
lieal represcmtation of the character of the most 
eminent of his prediressor.s, llichanlson, Fielding, 
and SmolU'tt, as drivers of a stage ct>ach, in liis 
novel of Henry. “There was a third, somewhat 
jiosterior in time not in talent, who was indeed 
rough driver, and rather too seven* to his cattle 
hut in I'aith he carried us at a merry pace ovei 
land or son ; nothing came amiss to him, for he wa> 
lip to both elements, and a match for nature ir 
every shape, character, and degree. He was noi 
very courteous, it must be owned; for he had a 
capacity for higlu'r things, and was above hi? 
husiiie.ss; lie wanted only a little more suavity and 
discretion to nave figured with the best.”— Henry. 
Book IH. • 

Smollett’s Travels, says Dr. Anderson, writ¬ 
ten in low spirits, bad health, and ill humour, 
still deserve lo be mentioned with respect foi 
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that spirit of freedom, happily tempered by the 
judgment and sensibility which animates his ob¬ 
servations, and the energy and elegant simplicity 
of the language. His descriptions, though not 
luxuriant, are, it must be owned, sometimes inde¬ 
licate ; and his remarks, though not superficial, are 
sometimes peevish; hut these d<‘fects are amply 
compensated by the insight he gives us info tlie ge¬ 
nius, manners, customs, and government of tlie dif¬ 
ferent people whom he cliaracterises. “ I ebiefly con¬ 
sulted,” says Lord Gardenstone, “ Keysler, hloore, 
and Smollett. I was best pleased with my old and 
excellent friend Smollett, n'esty and discontented as 
he is, he writes with perspicuity ; bis observations 
are generally sensible, and even his oddities are 
entertaining .”—Travelling Memorandums. 

“ In Smollett’s Tietters,” says J)r. Moore, “ there 
are many excellent and uncommon observations; 
and on their first appearance they jdeased in gene¬ 
ral, notwithstanding the cynic style in wliioh they 
arc written, and tliey })!eascd some on that very 
account.” 

“As a dramatist,” says Dr. Anderson, “his 
genius is <»f a less consideralde character than 
might bo expected from his unrivalled talent for 
the description of life and manners, lie was in 
po.ssession of humour and fancy; bis wit had 
every ebaraeter of fertile invention, true plea¬ 
santry, and flexibility to every subject; be was 
capable ()f delineating the indiv'dual o])ject with 
pe<*nliar liappiness; but he beheld his powers in 
a light whieb deceived him, when be aimed at 
bringing his characters into the business of the 
stage, and creating a dramatic series of events 
<*on(incd to (he unities of time and place. Here 
his knowledge of imitative representation, and 
acquaintance with the jeu de ihealrc failed him, 
hut not Ins talents for personative poetry. The 
tragedy of the Kegicule will be thought a very 
great effort of genius, considering the early age ot 
the author w’hen he iiiiisbed it. 'I'liougli reckoned 
undr.nuatic, <leclamatory, and uninterehting, it un- 
•juestionably excels in language, patlios, situation, 
and e^erv other dramatic requisite, most of the 
tragedies wliieh w-ere presented to tlie public at the 
time. It is highly ammaled, natural, and pat!u‘tie. 
The elinraeters are skilfully handled, tind finely 
contrasted: the \ irtnous Dunbar; the headstrong 
Stuart; the devoted Kleoiiora—esteeming the first, 
yet sjiite of herself loving the latter; dis* lay a 
dramatic gmiius and power, that little merited the 
severely caustii* criticism of (.'hurcliill, in Ins 
Apology to the Jlcviewers:— 

\V1m) ever read the Ileifiridc tmt swwe 
7’lie .lutlxir wiolc as man ne’er wiott l)eforc; 

Others for idols and under plots may rall-- 
Heie’s llie rifjht method, h.ive no plot at all. 

Who ran so often in his cause en;'as'«‘ 

The lively pathos of the (irecian si.ij,'e » 

While Jnirrois rise, and tears spontaneous (low, 

()i trasie Ah ! and no less tMcio Oh ! 

To praise lus nervous we.ikness all apree: 

And then tor sweetness, who fiosuett .is he ^ 

'J'oo hip lor utterance wlicn soriows swell. 

The too bip soirows flownip tears must tell 
Itiit vi’hen these flowing tears must ee.tse to flow. 
Why—tlien the verse must speak apaiii you know.” 

^ijniloyy to the Vriiicul licviiui vrx. 

“ Tn the Reprisal, he evinces dramatic ])owers, ! 
whicli, if he liad iiersevcred in writing for the stage, | 
might have obtained him equal distinction in thistle- i 
partment of literature. His coime genius has sliown ' 
itself very conspicuously in this afterpiece. There ' 


is throughout the performance a close imitation of 
nature. The blunders of tin* Irishman are none 
of them forced; they are such as cannot fail te 
strike, and provoke laughter, because there are 
none of them that have not been heard, at some 
time or other, to fall from the mouth of such a 
character. There is a mixture of pride, pedantry, 
slilfncKs, and Imnianity in tlie JScotohman, that 
marks him very strongly. The Frenchman is 
finely distinguished; his gasconading, his cowardice, 
his making love, and his rage, are highly comic. 

“ As a poet, his compositions are so excellent, as 
to make us regrol that tliey are not more numerous. 
Ilis flexible genius is adapted to various kinds of 
poetry ; to the sprightly as well as the serious ; to 
tlie descriptive as well as the amatory ; to the se¬ 
vere energy of satire as well as to the higher 
tones and more delicate effusions of the i^re. 
Lively, humorous, witty, elegant, tender, satirical, 
pathi‘tic, and sublime, lie is Jiappy aiul successful 
ill whatever the universality of his genius prompts 
him to undertake. 

“His Ode to independence,the greatest effort of 
his genius, rivals in spirit and sublimity, in strength 
of coneeplion and lieauty of colouring, (be sublime 
odes of Dryderi, (\)llins, ;nul Gray, the groat 
masters of the British lyre. ’Pile lineage, educa¬ 
tion, and achievements <if Independence, are de¬ 
scribed witli strength of judgment, and fertility of 
faney; and tlie infiiienco of that ]un \it on his own 
mind, in pre.s<*rving him from servility, and enabling 
him to look with eontmnpt on titled Tolly and dig¬ 
nified presumption, is displayed viith the energy ot 
sublime sentiment, and the (harms of splenditi and 
animated imagery;— 

“ ‘I In spint, Iti(h‘pi‘H(lcnc«', l(“t iiif ’'haic, 

Loid of ilu‘ lion iiiMit uikI r.n/li in*-. 

'I'in ^lc I**, 1 lo.low willi ni\ liosoin li.iri*. 

^ol htcil thi* {.toiin tliut liowl^. alont'tlH- si 

'[’he poet “rapt, inspirLKl,” with the spirit of 
that majestic mdepeiidenee vvliieh he was too 
proud ever lo conijironiise, continues in a strain of 
nervous poetry, as wild as it is bold and romantic:— 

“ A Kod(lt‘.s«, viol.itod brought tficc forth. 

iiniiiorl.il wlio'.c look subiinje 

Jlalti bl.imiril tin.’tyiaiii’s rlict-k iiii’vciy v.irying climv ’ 

Independence, in the opinion of the author, de¬ 
notes tliat internal sense and consciousness ot 
freedom which beget magnanimitv, fortitude, and 
that becoming jirule, which leads us to respect our¬ 
selves, and do notlnng nnworlliy of our condition, 
jjiheity, thercfoie, is with pel feet propriety said 
to he the mother of Judepcndeiice, and Disdain, 
his father: Disdain arising from indignation 
against an oppressor, and triumph on having frus¬ 
trated or escaped his malice. This noble and self- 
resiK^ctiiig sentiment is finely cbaracterised in liie 
following boldly descriptive lines:— 

•' Of .imph- Jroiit ibe portly cliiff appear’d , 

'I'hc hunted he.u 8upp]i(‘d a sha^^'y vest, 

’I'lie dulled snow liunp on his yellow be.ird; 

And tils tnond btioiildvrs biav’d tlie fiiriou's blast.” 

“If tbeir liberty is attacked, men are alarmed; 
they feel tlie value of tlicir condition; they are 
iriovcd with indignation against their oppressors; 
they exert themselves; ami if they are successful, 
or (‘scajie the danger that threatened them, they 
triumph—they reflect on the ha])piness conferred by 
freedom—th<*y applaud theiuselvCvS for tbeir exer¬ 
tions, become magnanimous and indejumdeiit, Thor'3 
is, therefiire, no less propriety in deducing the 
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ons’iM Independence from Disdiijii and Libert}, 
than in fixing: the era of Jiis birlli. 1'Jie Saxons, 
free, simple, and inoffensive, were attacked, escajied 
till* violence of their adversary, reflecti'd on the 
felicity of their condition, and learned indejM*ndenc(‘. 

“'’jilt* edncalion of IndejuMidence, and the seene 
of Ills nativity, are suited to illnsfrioiis linea^re, and 
to the hifi;h achievements for^hich he was destined. 

‘ Tin- lifftit bp saw in Albion's ba|)])y plains, 

Where mnler eovei o( a tloweiiiig llioiii, 

Willie I’liiloiiif-I H'liew’d hi‘i waibled Miailis, 

Ttu- .ui-pieioiis Iriiil of stol'n embiace w.is Ixun 

The niounf.iin Dij.uls seiz’d iMllijoy 

Tin sniiliu^Mnl.itU to their rbaiire consi;!!!’!], 

Tlie Done UMoe earessM the f.i\oMte lioy , 

Tlie lieriTiit Wisdom stor'd his opening mind ’ 

“ Thus divinely instnieted, he distinouislied him¬ 
self by heroic and beneficent actions :— 

‘ Aecoiiiplisb'd tlius, lie Mint'd bis way, 

And /e.iloiis lin’d iroin pole to pole, 

The ri'lls ot iifjbt eternal to lii'^play.' 

And warm with patiint ihoiij'bts lli’ aspinin^ soul ’ 

“Tie acknowledges with gratitude the protection 
he had requested, and the power of independence 
in preserving him untainted by the debasing infin- 
enees of gnimbuir, and the admiration of viiin 
magnificenee. Animated with this reflection, and 
conscious of the dignit} annexed to an independent 
state of mind, be inveighs against tliosi* minions 
who would impose n|M)n mankind b} the ostenta¬ 
tion of wealth, ainl tiie parade of jiageantry. 

‘ In rortiiTiP R Par !n-liold that million uilc, 

I'ltlipr Indi.i’s fjlntriiii}' spoiK oppitsl; 

So mows Uip viimptci mull in haniLss’il pnclp, 

T lial iHMis thr In isnTf winch lie cannoi i.istc 
J-’iii him ha \eiial h.in!,'; ilisni.ict ttu ha\. 

And Inn hiii' iiniisticls w.iko llif tirikliii<; sfimtt: 

Hit siiisnat '•iiaics 1< t l.uthlrs-- Pli .i-iiii. la\. 

A 11(1 all liPi 1)1 Ms l.ilil ntic I'olly 1 in'; 

Dnilinct, Donhr, and Dnsid. sii.ill nil< im lie , 

And Natnn still to all liPi li«. 'in's just, 

• J’l Vt iv^i'.incr li.'ii" .1ivi ( M i\ sri-nP, 

Shook tiom tlio I ih I I } I 1 I I. disgust ’ 

‘•Here is added to Ibe ertibellisbments of fanc\, 
and rlie charms of hannonv. the proud, grand spirit 
whicli makes the true poet, when he appeals to 
no other muse but his honest indignation and love 
of trntb--the * tndKjHuUo ftn'ii rr/A/iv’ of tin* old 
satiric poets. In liis Advice and Uepnxif, he 
strongly displays this eluiraeter of an indignant 
censor, and be inffiets Ills stripes on llu* slaves of 
vile passions, the pt*r])etrators of vice and injustice, 
(](i}»‘s of folly, agents of fraud, corruption, and 
villany. He holds uji to public execration tlic vices 
and profligacy of the self-styled great, which, while i 
they degrade human nature, tend to destro} all 
coufidenee in governments, to dissolve the social 
ties, and insensibly bring great states to rum. Here 
he seems to havi* had tlie Whigs in his eje; and 
CNen to have takeu upon bimsidf the mantle of 
the pro]>het, when he s{)eaks of * the sordid knaves,* 
wliom he liolds up to public scorn forsaenlleiiig to 
their own pidty wants the interests of a great people. 
In many instances his acrimony is too severe, and 
bis eliastiscincnt too indiscriminate. He ridicules 
courts and censures ministers ‘writh all the dignity 
indcpcmbmce, and all the loftiness of a mind that 
^ould not debase itself.’ Tlie strength and acute¬ 
ness of his satirical genius are at the same time 
displayed in the cause of "virtue and decorum hy 
cxjiosing to general scorn Ow yrntt ojfvmlrrti against 
both — amimable to no other trilmnal—‘who, 
though they defy serious reproof, tremble at the 


Ihonghls of seeing (heir vices and follies attacked 
by the sliallls of ridicule.’ 

“ Hissmutlerpoeuis, written ehiefly on occasional 
subjects, and disjuTsed up and down his novels and 
plajs, are marked by the different dispositions 
winch must have prc%ail<'d in (lillennil jieriods and 
situations of his Ide. His e 1 e”anll} jilaintive laive 
I'ilegy cannot be too imieli admired. It has all the 
tender suavit} and plaintive simplicity of Tibullus. 
TIis Tears of Scotland ought not to he mentioned 
w Itlmut every conimcndalioti. Jt discovers a genius 
e^jually fitted for the pathetic and the sublime, Tlie 
following jiassage is exijuibitciy tender and beau- 
i tiful: — 

I ‘ Tbf pious moflicr doom’d to death, 

' T’oisakeii w.iiidt rs o’« I ibclieafli 

The lile.ik wind whistles lomiil liei bead 
Herb* Iple.ss fiipiiaiis cry lor liicad. 

Iterell <rl s'lelter, lowl. .ami liiiml. 

She \i«*ws the shades o| mgtu docond. 

And slieteti'd lietieatli th* lliekliieiit vkies, 

Weep's o'er her temler Iwhcb and dies ’ 

yliuh'rsun'jt Life. 

His 0 ( 1 (‘ to Leven Water jiossesses gieat deli- 
cney of sentiment, w’llli pieturesijue description, 
(Irversdicd with a rieli succession of jiastoral images. 
In his Ode to Miitli. he was eminenily haj'pj, dis¬ 
playing a hiiili rcaeh of poetic tbonglit, with a 
singular vanel} of figures, and iichness of liar- 
nion\' and ffow of aersi’. Nor is bis Jluilesipie 
Od<‘ without its cluiracteristic merit, a j'eculiar 
felicity of st} l(‘ and expression, bow ever ill selected 
in point of subjiwt. That to >>leep, like Ins tir'-i to 
Jweveii Water, dis]»hi\s the tenderness and (Ulieacy 
of sentiment, and pleasing fanc}. soeoiispieiums in 
all the liglitcr works of this versatile writer. His 
songs are also leplele with those (piulities which 
ac*jnired for them a well-deseiw ed rejuitaiion in tlie 
innsieal annals of the day ; and in particular, that 
of bt'' LUie-eved iVnn, winch is in the lullad st}le, 
and full of natural pathos and simphcit}.'*' 

* A ei'b h'.ati’d jKiet (if the pieseiil day—the tiuilier of 
“Till I'ie.isines ()1 Hope,” has dom iiisiut* to lh“ jioclitad 
iliaiaelei ot hi^pinieies ni and (ouiiti \ man in iht loMowiii^ 
aeeiir.ite cstiinale (if SinolUtt'i. Hunts —“ IDs poetK.il 
< <)m]ioMiuiii'b i\c a portion ol (bdic.uy not to he found m 
tils iiDM lb hilt Itiev have not. liki thosi jiiovt' iRtions. the 
stKiitttb of a m.tsli 1 's I land \V».re lie to h \ e aiaun, we iiit|iht 
w ish htni to wnle inoie poili \. in the lu In t that liis poet ual 
l.ileiit would nniiioie \\ e\iltise. but we should h« ftlad 
thal we bad iiiitie uovils, pist as tiny .are iSjn tiiin ii\ of 
ih’’ Itiilish /'rx/i ) It iiiav be mteicsiinir to add iIk totiow- 
inn tiatts. leii lied to by tlic banie. <ind otlier nuKkrii .iiittio- 
lines, entitled to niHloubted eiialil Not man) aniriioies— 
noi those jeiiiarkabi) ehar.u teiistic - b.i\e bei n tihited 
respertiin; the inaUirer dais of Siuoiiett It .seeiiiR that 
w lute « niraited HI sotne poiiion ol • Sir l..iniii’etot (Jieavi s.’ 
he was icbidiiii; at Taxloii, in item irkshiie on a visit to the 
late Iteoffte Home. Hs(| , .imi wtieii jio't tmie drew near, be 
Used to retire f('i ball .in hour, or an b.mr. to prejiarc the 
necessary uu.iiuitj ol r(*/•//. jis it is teehnir.aMy termed in tiie 
prmlmjj-bousc. whidi he ne\er paw himselftlie- irouhle* tu 
eorreet, or even to re.id over."- Utoiiuipiitcul Memoia .— 
Si nU. 

“ The tradition «lill reniniiimpat Gl.tspow is, that Smollett 
was .1 restless apprentice and a niiselnevous stiipiing. While 
.Tt (lie iiinvoisity. be otilln.iied tlie sindj ot litenitiire. as 
well as lhalof m( dicine, and sliowed a disposition toi jioeiiy, 
but veiY often iii that bitter vein of satiie wbieii be earned 
so pliMililulIy into tile tciiipfi ol lus tuiuie yeuis."— 
Cmti/ifH'll 

" Mr. licvvis, of CbelscM. who died in 17 H 3 , used lo htnd 
lionks lor and llie ('oiii]>an\ anil conveisation of the tnst 
liliTaty men of Ins day. and was eeiierallv supposed to have* 
been tlie nnpijuil ol Sn.a]>. in ‘Hodenek nandom.’ Mrs. 
Lewis olieii assured llie writer ol this arlielo that her bus- 
band denied the assertions ol many people, as often .is it 
was mentioned tu liitii, but there is ever) reason to suppose 
linn to have been the piTsun that Smollett had in view, m 
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In liis person, Dr. Smollett was stout, rather above 
the middie size, and well proportioned. Tits coun- 
tenanee was extremely enga^^inp;, althougli his 
manner was reserved, with a eertain air of dignity, 
that, ill the opinion of his conteniporary biogra¬ 
phers, seemed to indicate that he was not uneon- 
scious of his own powers. He had a peculiar smile, 

they camp out of Scotland tofrothcr; and when Siindlctt lived 
at Chelsea, Mr. fewis used io dnu* evcjy Sunday witli Inm.” 

Lttf’iar// AnecdoIcA, vol lit. j).4()r). 

“Smollett had wiitten l)oth toi and .i},Mitist miiuslcrs>, 
{terhaps not always IVom independent motives; Imf to find 
the man whose {tennishasyiven fxhil.iration tonullions, thus 
rcilueed to bcff, and to he refused tin* means that nn|,'ht have 
smoothed the pilhiw of his de.uh-lied in a forei},m country, is 
a circumstance which /ills the mind lather too stroii^^y with 
the recollcciion of Ceivantes.”— Cotupfieil. 

“ Of most author'* b> profession, wtiohasdisplajed a more 
fruiliul {(eiiius. ami exernsed nioic intense imlustr}, with a 
loftiei sense of lus indepeiulenee, than SmoUetl? Uul tool, 

' his hie and <‘nter into [us feelin<;s, ami you will he 
hlioeked at tlie disparity o( his silualiou with the ((enrns of 
the mall. Ills life was a sueeessum of stinu/tles. Ncxatunis. 
amUlisappoiiitmenls—jvl, of sueecss in his wiiiujfis Smol¬ 
lett, who is a ]>oct, IhouKh he has wniien little in 
verse, and whose rich had composed tlie most on- 

frimil piefures of human life, was eonipilled hy his wants to 
debase his name hy selling his ‘Vo>a},'cs and Tiavds,’ 
which he never could have read AMienhe had worn him- 
M-U down m the seuiee of the jmblie, ortlu hookselle 
tlieic leniaiiied not of all lus slemh'r leinuneiatioiis, in tlit 
last statue ol life, stillieic'iit to tonci j him to a cheap lounlrv 
and a ustoralive an on the coiiuneiil i>7wr//’//i Cu/u/ui 
hes of tiff lion. 

“ The stion^' pielnie of the diseomlml of his na\al lile, 
which he afterwards drew, is said to lia\e atirac ted consider 
ablo attention to the internal economy of our ships ol war, 
and to h.ive occasioned tlie eonimc.nceineutof some salutaiy 
tefonnations."— 


wliieh, with his eye, beamed intelligence, wit, and 
mirth, giving to his whole physiognomy a new and 
lively expression, that by M'hich Ins mother, after so 
long an absence, at once recognised him In the 
opinion of his friend. Dr. Moore, he had a consider¬ 
able share of pride, and great sensibility; his 
passions were easily moved, and too impetuous 
when roused. He was intrepid, independent, but 
imprudent; and more dis]tosed to cultivate the ac¬ 
quaintance of titose lie could serve, than of those 
who could serve him. TV hat wonder that a man of 
ins eharaeter was not w’lial is called successful in 
life.^* 

Smollett lived in an hospitable manner, but he 
despised that hospitality which is founded on osten¬ 
tation, which entertains only those wdiose situation 
in lile flatters the vanity of the entertainer, or such 
! as can mak<- returns of the same kind; that hos- 
jiitahfy wliicli keiqis a debtor and creditor account 
of dinners. Smollett invited to his plain, but plen- 
I fitiil table, tin* jiersons whose characters he vo- 
ti'cmed. in whose conversation he delight(‘<l; and 
many lor no other ri*asou than Is’cause th(*y stood 
in need of Ins eounteiianee and proteeiion. 

Ill the eoiieluding passage that follows is eon- 
lained the crowning jiraise of Smollett's imlepen- 
i dent mind. “As nothing was more uhhonent to 
: his nature than pei’tiiess or intrusion, few thing 
I eoiild render him more indignant than a cold re- 
cejitioii. To tills, however. In* imagined he had 
sometimes he<*n exjiosed on his application in favour 
of others; for liimself he ne\i‘rmadean apiiliea- 
tion to any grc'it i .an in his life.”- -Moon's Life, 

TIIOMAIS UOSCDK. 
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THE PREFACE. 


Of all kinds of sjitiic, tlicrc is nono s() cntfit.iming and 
Unimsally iinpiovjiij;, .is llml aiIik'Ii is iiitrodiuTd, .i‘> it 
wer<*, i)r(’.isi(m.diy, in liu* coursi- of an iniiussliiiff .star), 
wnii'h limits every incident lionieln lile, and, hy icinesent- 
iiiK famiii.ir seene.s in an uneomnmn and umusiiii,' point 

kviule 

natuic is iipjie.iled in m eveiy ji.utuulai 

Tiie le.ulei K'-dilios his (iirioMf> in pinsuinf'tlic advc-ii 
luies ol i pel son in nliose lamui lu is piepnssessed, he 
espouses his cause,he syniii.ithi^es \iilli liiii) in disUess, his 
iiidnrnalion is healed a'’ainst llieaiilliois ot luscalaniily, tlie 
hiniiaiie passionsai« iiillann d , thecomi.i't bt iwcendeieiled 
viitue and msulliiu' \ia a|i]>ears with ;;ieater a;i^ia\aliiin , 
and iici) inipresMoii Jiavinir a double fniee on tli.- iiiia^n 
naiioii. llie nieinoiy lelairis tin. eiieuinstanee, ami tin heart 
1111)11 <tv I s by the e vain pie. 'I'lic .itleiitiiiii is n«i tiled ivitli a 
bail lat.iluf^iie ol cb.uaiteis, but aKieeably diveilcd wilb all 
thevaruU of invention, and the\ieisyilvuies o( life appear 
in then peeuli.ii eiieuiiislaneis, opunnjt .m ample In 111 lor 
Tvit and humour. 

Jtomaiue, no doubt, owes its oiipii to itinoianee, v.imlj, 
and siipei slit ion. in the dai.v a-^esot the woild, win n a mail 
had uuden (1 luinsell lanious loi wisdom ui valoiii, ins family 
and adbeieiits avaiiid themselves ot lus Mipenoi ipiaiitus, 
nia'piilied bis viilues, and iquesnitcil hi.s eliaiaetu and 
)Kisoii as sai H“d and siijiernatiiial The vu1;mi e.isilv swal- 
.owed Itie ban, implored lus pioteitiou, and voldid the 
Tiilmti ol boTiia/e and piaisi even to adoiatiou, hiscvplo.ts 
«eu* liauded down to postciily with a llmusaud c\a|,';ie- 
ratious, tiiev weieupealed .i% iiicilements to v irlue , diviiie 
hoiioiiis weie paid, and altars elected to In-, meniorv. In) the 
emouiii^enieut ol those who .ittuupteii to imitate lus 
ex^ipli and heme nose the heathen uiUhol(*).’V, whuh is 
no*iher than a eolleeinm ol evtta\a/aul lomames. \s 
leanimg advanced, and {^euiu-' leieivid inllivatiou, tiusi 
store s Will imbillisbed wiih llu'jiiaeek ol pm Ii) . that the) 
iiMKht tlie hi Her reeounm nd tin nisi he > to tin* attenlioii, 
the V ^'eu Miiij; in |mbla'. at listivals. tui Die insiiuetion and 
deli);ht ol tie audience, and reluMisid lieioic liiltle.as in- 
eenlives to deeds o! f'lcny. TliU'. tia;;edv and the i i)ie muse 
vveie hoiII, and, in the ]niifi;ieshcil laste, ai rived at jieilee tion. 
It IS no wonder that the ancients eoulil not jclish a laliie in 
piosi*, altei they h.ul seen so man) reniaikahle events ec le- 
hiatid 111 veisi.bv then b st jimts, wi. llieleloie, tind no 
Tomame .niiionj' Diem, dunni' tin eia ol their i veelh m i, 
unless the ('viopcrdia ot Zenopluni may be so ealled, ami it 
Was not fill arts and sciences biqan to revive, adei the nrup- 
lion ul till ll.ubanans into Europe, th.it aii) Ihin^' of tni.s 
kind .ipiHMred Rut when the minds of men weie delunehed, 
by the imposition ol piieslcrali, to Die most absurd pitili of 
eiednlity, Die authors of louiance arose, and, loan}; si;;lil ol 
probability, Idled their jierformances with Die most mon¬ 
strous lijpeihcdes. It the-) could not etpial Die ancient poets 
in point of {pmiu.s, tlic'v weie resolved to excel them in 
fiction, .iml .ipply to tha wonder ralliei than the judfini' n( ol 
tlieir resulers Aeeordiniily lliev Inomtht nec loinancv to theii 
aid, and instead of suppoitinir the eharaeter of then heioes 
by dj;,Miily of .sentiment ami ]iractice, distuijjmsiied them ri) 
their hoddy slieiiftlli. activitv, and extiavaKance of be- 
haxumi. Altbou{,di nothin/t could be more ludicious and 
ininatur.il th.in the fijrnri's tlicy dnwv, lliey did not want 
• patrons and adniircrs, and the world actually beyan to be 


iiilecied with thespiut of knight-errantry, when (’mantes, by 
an uumitahle piece ol ridicule, refoimed Die t.iste ol man¬ 
kind, lejiresentiiig chnahy m Da* right point of view, and 
converting lomanee to purposes far mole useful andemei- 
faimng, liy m.iking it assume Die sock, and point out Da* 
follies of oidinary life. 

The .same iiiellioil has been practised by oDior Spanish and 
Fieiicii authors, and b) iicjiie more successfully th.iii b) 
iMoiisieiir la* Sage, who, in Im Adventures of (hi Bias, has 
clesciihed thekn.iverv amllomles of life, with infinite humour 
ami sagacity The liillowing shells 1 li.ive niodelled on his 
Jilaii, taking the Uliirt), liowever, toddler fiom him ui the 
exc'entioii, where I tiiuughl his paitieular .siliiitions wcie‘ 
umunimoji, e.xli.nagain,oi peculiar to the (oimti) in which 
the seem is Jaiil. 'J'he di'gi.iecs of (hi Bias an*, lor the 
most p.irt, siulias lathei exeiK iiiiiDi lluin compis.sion. he' 
hiuisell laughs .it ilum. .iml lus transitions from distiess to 
li.ipii.ness, 01 ,it ie.isl i*ase, aie so sudileii, Di.it neither the 
leadei has time to pit) liiin, not liimsell to he .iec|uamted 
with aniiition This conduct, m ni) opimuii. not oiii) de> 
viatc s fjoin piohabi.it), but )ni vents that generous imligna- 
lioii wlmb onglit to aiiimale the reader .igainsl Die soidul 
and VIC ious ilisi)<)\itioii ol the vvoild 

1 have atlemptid to lepieseiil mntlest merit struggling 
With ev< r\ dilhc iilty to wluc li a li.emlless ojjili.ui is exposed, 
lioiil his own want of i xjit lu nee, as well as tioin the* sclllsll' 
ness, t*nv), iiialue, and base inddleience of mankind To 
SIM lire* a lavour.dde pre^iossessioii, 1 h.iVe .lilcavnl him the 
advant.iges cd luriii ami edueaUou, whieli, iii the serns of 
lus nnslortunes. will, 1 hope, ciig.i,,e. (he im'enuous more 
w.Jtiiil\ in his h< hall, ami though I loreseetli.it somepetiple 
will be olKiuled at the mean scenes m whuli he is mvoived, 
I ))i‘isii,ii!e iiivsell tin imlicioiis will nut oiilv iieieeive Die 
in (Issity c*t desi iibing those sdnaticais to wliitli hi* must ol 
(oiuse he eoiilimd, in Ins low state, hilt also hud enierta.n- 
iiu 111 in viev .ng those p.irls ol life, where tin Iminunr* ami 
p.issioiis .lie imdisL'iuseci b) alleet.ilion, reieinonv, or eclii- 
eatioii, and Die whimsical peeuiiautic's ol dispo-iiioii .ippc.ii 
as II.dim* lias implanted tlieiii. But J believe 1 need not 
Double nivsell in vmdu.iting.t )>uicDee .mthoTizcdbv Du lust 
wiiteis m this wav. some ol whom I li.ive alreadv named 

Eveiv iidelligeiit leader w ill, -d hist sight, peiteive 1 have* 
not dcvuited lioiii n.itiiie in the fads, which aie all true in 
I the mam. allhcnigli the ciicunistaiiees aic aiteied and dis- 
1 guised. to avoid persoiul s.dire. 

, It now K*m.iii.s to give m\ ie.is(nis foi making (he chief 
' peison.ige ot Dus work a Noitii Briton, which aie eliielly 
I these 1 lould at a small expi-iise bestow on Inin siuli (etu- 
1 e.ilioii .is Itliongid the digintv of his biiDi and cluii,i(tt*r 
I required, which eiiiild iiof jiossihh he oht.i'lied iii I’.nglaiul, 
I by snih shmderme.ins astheiuiluii ol m\ pl.m vvemid allord. 
, lu the next i>laee, I could repie'-id simpUcii) ipf inauimrsm 
, .1 rcmide p.iitol the kingdom, with more pioptmiy than m 
. any other phiee lleMr the cainial. ami, las Iv, the di.sposition 
' ol the Scots, aiMie(e*el to tiavelhng, justilie*s ni) eomluct in 
di*ji\ ing an .idventuui liom that eonnliv 
I That tlie dehe.lie reader m.iv not be olieiided at the un- 
nu’amitg oaths vvlneh pioeei*(i fioni the nu.idlis of some* per¬ 
sons in these memoiis, 1 beg lexive to pieinisc, that I 
imagined not lung could imneetlevtudllv oxpo.se the absuiuity 
ol Mich miserable exidetivos, than a ii.itural and verlwii 
reprcseiiliiDon ol Die diseouisc m whicli they occur 



APOLOGUE. 


A YOUNG painter, indulgini; a vein of pleasantry, sketched a 
kind of convetsatum-pieue, representing a Imar, an on I, a 
monkey, and an ass; and to render it more striking, humo¬ 
rous, and moral, distinguished every figure by some emblem 
of human life. 

Uruin was exhibited in the garb and attitude of an old, 
toothless, drunken soldier; the owl, perched upon theli.uidie 
of a coffee-pot, with spectacles on his nose, seemed to con 
template a newspaper; and theuss, ornuinented with a h\ig<‘ 
^tye-wig (which, however, could not eoneeal his long ears), 
sat for his picture to the monkey, who appeared with the 
implements of painting. This whimsical group ailorded 
some mirth, and met with general approbation, until some 
mischievous wag hinted that the whole was a lainjioon upo 
the friends of the perfonner; an insinuation which was no 
sooner circulated, than those very people who ajiplauded it 
before began to be alarmed, and even to fancy themselves 
signified by the several figures of the piece. 

Among others, a worthy personage in years, who had 
served in the army with reputation, being incensed at the 
supposed outrage, repaired to the lodgings of ttie painter, 
and, finding him at home, Hark ye, Mr Monkey,” said he, 
have a good mind to convince you, that though tlie bcai 
has lost his teeth, he retains his paws, and tliat he is not so 
drunk but he can perceive your iiupertineuce—’Sblood! sir, 
that toothless jaw is a d—ned scandalous libel—but don't you 
imagine me so cliopfallen as not to he able to cliew tlie cud 
of resentment.” Here he was interrupted by the arrival of 
a learned physician, who, advancing to the culprit with fury 
in his aspect, exclaimed, ** Suppose the augmentation of the 


ass’s cars should prove the diminution of the baboon’s—nay, 
seek not 1o prcv.uricatc, for by the be.ud of Esculdpius 1 there 
is not one hail in this jicriwig tli.it wiilnot stand up injudg- 
meat to convict thee of personal nlnise.—J)o but observe, 
Captain, bow this pitiful little fellow ha.s copieil the very 
culls—the colour, indeed, is diilerenl, but then thcfoiin and 
lorehip are quite similar.” While he thus remonstrated in a 
strum ul vociferation, a venerable sen.itor entered, and wad¬ 
dling lip to the delinquent, “Jackanapes ci led he, “ 1 will 
now let thee sec I can rea<i something else than a newspaper, 
and that, without the help of spectacles—litre is your own 
note of hand, sirrah, lor money winch, if 1 had luitndvaiued, 
I you yourself would have resenihluct an owl, in not daiing to 
show your face by day, you ungrateful slanderous knave!” 

In vain the astonished painter declared that he had no in¬ 
tention to give oflence, or to char.icterizc p.iiiicular persons: 
they aflirmed the rescniblanee was loo palpable to he over¬ 
looked; they taved him witli insolence, mahee. and ing^i- 
tude; and their clamours being overheard by the public, the 
captain was a bear, the doctor an russ, and Ibe senator an 
owl, to his dying day. 

Christian reader, 1 beseech thee, in the bowels of tlie Lord, 
rcmcmbei this example while thou art emiiluycd in the 
perusal of the following sheets, and seek not to appropriate 
to thyrclf that which equally belongs to five bundled difleient 
people. If thou shoiild.st meet with a chanicter that rellocU 
thee in some ungracious particular, keep thy own counsel, 
consider that one feature makes not a face, and that, though 
thou art, perhaps, distinguished by a bottle nose, twenty of 
I thy neighbours may be m the same jiredicament. 
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FKEFACE. 

'■ArzrsK fvliictiiriM I Iwve to trouble the jiulilir with iv 
•tall of Uie iPortlfirstioiiB J have aunVred Ui n;y nttenipta to 
in^ the eneojDr; performvire oji theMtii^e, I tht»k Itadtiry 
•utnbent upon me to declare my rcuioiie t)>r prenentiug it 
•Jilacxtniordhiary manner; and, )f the eiplanmtiun AliaU 
'’ound either letlkma or trilling, I hope Urn tandid reader 
charge my Impertinmea upon tlioKc who drove me to the 
•Mity of making iucli an mHTertiLal appeal, 
allies, 1 ilattev myaelfi that a fair TLiirenentatloD of tbc 
e I have met with will be ai a bvacoii to caution other 
icricneed authors against tha iuMJiixriiy nf managerb, 
leh they niiffltl otherwlar bernmo egregious dupes, and, 
t cajoling dream of good fortuuii) wake in all tbc aggra- 
of tllsappoliitment. 

ougb I claim no merit for having linlshcd a tragedy nt 
, of eighteen, t eanuot help thinking mysell entitled 
* 9 share of ijuluJgencc. fur the hunubty, iiulusir}, and 
8 i have exerted during a period of ton ycara, in which 
brtuDato produrtinn Lath been exposed to the rvn- 
critics of all degrees, and. In conscKjuencc i>f ibvir 
•pinions, altered, and I hope uiDendod, tiiBea with* 
bor. 

me of those who were pleased to call tliemselvebiny 
*cu at any pains to Ueservo the character, and told 
'joubly whst I had to expect in llic capacity of an 
leti I flrst professed myself of that venerable fra- 
thould, in all probubiJhy, have spnred tnyseJf the 
labour and ehagnn I have ainee undergoue. Hut, 
the year 1729, my play was taken Into the protcc- 
of tboee little follows who arc sotnecinies callod 
and, like other orphans, iiegloeted accordingly, 
h resentment, which 1 mistook fbr contempt, I 
lunisli this barbarous IndllTcreciee, and actually 
y patron; eonaoUng myself with the barreo 
■bw aasoclatea, who, In the most Indefatigable 


lluiic - ^ 

AnsrelaU'cnrens iinirnus (brlt, omniv acerbi 
imjisticns, cupjdus silvarum, aptusque bfhendis 
l^mtibus Aonulum.- Juvkmai,. 

manner, rmjiiuyecl their time and influence in collecting from 
oJl qunrlcrx obferiatioNS on my piece, whIrL, In consequence 
of thnsu kUggcsTions, put nn n new appearance almnsi every 
iliiy, until ziiy ifTcofaiuns called me out of the kingdom 

.Sciini after my rrtuin, 2 and tny production were intro- 
durrd 111 a liXti; patentee, of nnirtenuH memory, wlio (ret>t hia 
soulh found mtaiis to amuse me awbido scoson, aiultbcn 
derlareii it luipractienblc to hnog it nn till nvxtyt'xr; ad¬ 
vising nil: to make my npplicAtion more early izt the Winter, 
rbiit we might have lime tu conei'rt KucUalicraiioiisas sbutild 
be tliovgi'.t iitressaiy lor Its succchbful appcaiance oii the 
■tngo. nut 1 liiil nut find my account iii folluwing this 
wholesiiine adv Ice, fm, to me, he was always Jess nnd Ws» at 
Lbisurc. Jn short, alter sundry promnu*^, and numberless 
evasiuns, In the emirau of whieb he practised upon ne; the 
whole Alt Ilf jirucraa till stum, I demanded bis boal an^wir. 
witb such ubsiiiiocy and wnrtnth, that he could rm lunger 
resist my imjiiirtimity, and iffused my tragedy In plain 
terms. Not that hr mrntiunrd any mnirrial ohjcctlona to 
the pick's itnvlf, but seemed to fear niy interest was not suih- 
cient to suppurt it in the rrprcheuLsuon; afUrnimg tliat no 
dramatic compusitiufi, bowtsvvr perfect, could surreed with 
an Uiiglisb audience by its own merit only, but mustetiHrcly 
diiTpeJid upon a fUetUm raised m Its behalf, Inrx'UMvd at this 
unexpected declaraLloii, I reproaebed hhn bitterly for having 
trifled with me bo long; and, like my brother Hays, threat¬ 
ened to carry my piTfoirmancc to the other liouse. 

I'his was actually my intcnlion, when 1 was given to uii 
dcislatid by a friend, that a noblenian nf great weight had 
cxpmtbed uu moll nation to peruse It; and that, as mieirst 
was requisite, J cnuld not do better tbap graufy ins desuc 
with all expHiittun 1 cominitied U aeciirdmgly to tbr> care 
of iny cnniisclioT, ulio uiiilcrtonk to give nie a guild aeoutmt 
of it in Ims than a furtnlght But four months elapsed before 
I heard any Lidiiiga cf uiy play, and then it wan rvlriovtd by 
pure acrident, I bellwr, firom the most diahonoarahic apatt- 
medt of hla lordship’s lunise. 



A TRAGEDY. 


43S 


Knragfed at the behaviour of this euperelli ms peer, and ex- 
eeedhigly mortified at tim miscarriage of all my efibrts, 1 
wreaked my resentment upon the innocent cause of my dis¬ 
graces, and forth>t’Uh condemned it to oblivion, where, in all 
probability, it would have for ever slept, like a miserable 
abortion, had tiot a young gentleman of learning and taste 
waked my paternal sense, and persuaded me not only to 
rescue it from the tomb, where it had lain two whole years, 
but also to new-model the plan, which was imperfect and 
undigested !»efore, and mould it into a regular tragedy, con¬ 
fined within the unities of the drama. 

Tlius improved, it fell Into the hands of a gentleman who 
had wrote for the stage, and happened to please him so much, 
that he spoke of it very cordially to a young nobleman, since 
deceased, who, In a most generous manner, charged himself 
with the care of introducing it to the public; and, in the 
meantime, honoured me with his own remarks, in conformity 
to which, it was immediately altered, and offered by his lord- 
sliip to the new manager of Brury-lane theatre. It was 
about the latter end of the when this candid person¬ 
age, to whom 1 owe many obligations for the exercises of 
patience he has set me, received the performance, which, 
some weeks after, he returned, assuring my friend that he 
was preengaged to anotlier author, but if 1 could lie prevailed 
upon to reserve it till the ensuing winter, he would bring it 
on. In the interim mynoblc patron left Txuidon, whither he 
was doomed never to return; and the conscientious manager, 
next season, instead of fulfilling his own promise and my 
expectation, gratified the town with the priKluctlon of aplay, 
the fate of whicli everybody knows. 

1 shall leave the reader to make his reflections on this 
event, and proceed to relate the other particulars of fortune 
that .attended my unhappy issue, which in tlie succeeding 
spring, had the good luck to acquire the approbation of an 
emin(‘tit wit, who proposed a few amendments, and recom¬ 
mended it to a person, by whose infinence 1 laid my account 
with seeing it appear at last, with such advantage as should 
make ample amends for all my disappointments. 

But here, too, I reckoned without my host. The master of 
Covent Garden theatre bluntly rejected it, as a piece altoge¬ 
ther unfit for the stage; even after he had told me, in pre¬ 
sence of another gentleman, that he believed lie sliould not 
venture to find fault with my performance, which hud gained 
the good opinion of the honourable person who approved 
and recommended my play. 

Baflled in every attempt, I renounced all liopes of its seeing 
itie light, when ahumane ladyof quality interposedso urgently 
in its behalf with iny worthy friend the other manager, that 
he very complaisantly received it again, and had recourse to 
the old mystery of protraction, which he exercised witli such 
success, that the season was almost consumed before lie 
could afford it a reading. My patience being by this time 
quite exhausted, I desired a gentleman, who interested him¬ 
self in my concerns, to go and expostulate with the vatieide. 
And, indeed, this piece of friendship he performed with so 
much zeal, upbraiding him with his evasive and presump¬ 
tuous behaviour, that the sage politician was enraged at his 
reprimand, and in the mettle of his wrath pronounced my 
play a wretched piece, deficient in language, sentiment, 
character, and plan. My friend, who was surprised at the 
hardiness and severity of this sentence, asking how he came 
to change his opinion, which liad been more favourable when 
the tragedy was first put into his hands, he answered, that 
his opinion was not altered, neither had he ever uttered an 
expression'iii its favour. 

This was an unlucky assertion—for the other immediately 
produced a letter which 1 had received from the young noble¬ 
man two yCiirs before, beginning with these words— 

“Sir, 1 have received Mr.L—’s answer; who says, he 
thinks your play has uiidubitable merit, but has prior pro¬ 
mises to Mr. T—n, as an honest man, cannot be evaded." 
—And concluding thus“ As the manager has promised 
me the choice of the season next year, if youll be advised by 
me. rest it with me." 

After having made some remarks suitable to the occasion, 
my friend left him to chew the rud of reflection, the result 
of which was, a message to my patroness, importing (nith 


many expresslont of duty) that neither the circumstances of 
his company, nor the advanced season of the year, would 
permit him to obey her command, but if I would wait till 
next winter, and during the summer make such alterations 
as I had agmed to, at a conference with some of his pHn 
ci])al performers, he would assuredly put my play in re 
hearsal, and in the mean time give me an obligation in 
writing, for my further satisfaction. 1 would h^ve taken 
him at his word, without hesitation, but was poreuaded to 
disjiense with the proffered security, that I might not seem to 
doubt the influence or authority of her ladyship. The play, 
however, was altered and presented to this upright director, 
who renounced his engagement, without the least scruple, 
apology, or reason assigned. 

Thus have I in the most impartial manner (perhaps too 
circumstantially) displayed the conduct of those playhouse 
managers with whom 1 have had any concern, relating to 
my tragedy. And whatever disputes have happened between 
the actors and me, are suppressed as frivolous animosities, 
unworthy of the reader’s attention. 

Had I suffered a repulso when I first presented my per¬ 
formance, 1 should have had cause to complain of my being 
excluded from that avenue to the public favour, wliich ought 
to lie open to all men of genius; and how far 1 deserve that 
distinction, I now leave the world to decide; after I have, in 
justice to myself, declared that my hopes of success were not 
deriied from the partial applause of my own friends only, 
but inspired (as some of my greatest enemies know) by the 
approbation of persons of the first note in the republic of 
taste, whose countenance, 1 vainly imagined, would have 
been an effectual introduction to the stage. 

Be that as it will, I hope the unprejudiced observer will 
own, with indignation and disdain, that every disappoint¬ 
ment 1 have endured, was an accumulated injury; and tlie 
whole of my adversary’s conduct, a series of the most unjus¬ 
tifiable equivocation and insolent absurdity. For, though he 
may be excusable in refusing a work of this kind, eitlier on 
ac<‘ount of his ignorance or discernment, surely neither the 
one nor the other can vindicate his dissimulation and breach 
of promise to tbe author. 

Abuse of prerogative, in matters of greater importance, 
prevails so much at present, and is so generally overlooked, 
that it is almost ridiculous to lament the situation of authors, 
who must either at once forego all opportunities of acquiring 
reputation in dramatic poetry, or humble themselves so, as to 
soothe the pride and humour the petulance of a mere Goth, 
who, by the most preposterous delegation of power, may 
become the sole arbiter of tins kind of writing. 

Nay, granting that a bard U willing to prostitute his talents 
so shamefully, perhaps he may never find an occasion to 
practise this vile condescension to advantage. For, after he 
has gained admission to a patentee (who is often more diffi¬ 
cult of access than a sovereign prince), and even made shifr 
to remove all other objections, an unsurmouiilublc obstacle 
may be raised by the manager’s avarice, which will dissuade 
him from hazarding a certain expense on an uncertain issue, 
when he can fill his theatre without running any risk, or 
disoblige his principal actors, by putting them to the trouble 
of studying new parts. 

Besides, he will be apt to say within himself, “ If I must 
entertain the town with variety, it is but natural that 1 
should prefer the productions of my friends, or of those who 
have any friends worth obliging, to the works of obscure 
strangers, who have nothing to recommend them but a 
doubtful superiority of merit, which, in all likelihood, will 
never rise in judgment agauist me.’’ 

That such have been the reflections of patentees, 1 believe 
no man of intelligence and veracity will deny: and I will 
venture to affirm, that on the strength of interest or con¬ 
nexion with the stage, some people iiave commenced 
dramatic authors, who otherwise would have employed their 
Gsculties in exercises better adapted to tlieir capacity. 

After what has been said, any thing by way of application 
would be an insult on the understanding of the public, to 
which I owe and acknowledge the most indelible obligation 
for former favours, as well as for the uncommon encourage 
meiit I have received in the publication of the following play. 

F F 



THE EEGICIDE: 


PEfiSOKS OF THE DRAMA. 

Kno or I DvKSAa. Stuart. Queen. 

SeoTiiARD. I Rakiat. Oeihe. Eleonora. 

Axoui. I Athol. , Cattak. 

Guards, Attendants, Ac. 

ACT THE EmST. 

SCENE L— A Convent in Perth. —^Aitous, Dunbar. 

Pun. But that my du^ calls, I trould decline 
Th’ unwelcome office. Now, when justice waves 
Her flaming sword, and loudly claims her due, 
Thus to arrest her arm, and offer terms 
Of peace to traitors, who avow their crime. 

Is to my apprehension weak, and suits 

But little with the majesty of kings.- 

Why sleeps the wonted valour of our prince? 

Anjiue. Not to th’ ensanguin’d field of death alone 
Is Valour limited. She sits serene 
In the dclib’rate council; sagely scans 
The source of action; weighs, prevents, provides. 
And scorns to count her glories, from the feats 
Of brutal force alone.— 

—What frenzy were it 
To risk our fortune on th’ unsure event 
Of one occurrence, naked as we are 
To unforeseen disaster, when the terms 
We proffer, may retard th’ impending blow? 

—Better to conquer hy delay. The rage 
Of Athol's fierce adherents, flush’d with hope 
Of plunder and revenge, will soon abate. 

And ev’ry hour bring succour to our cause. 

Pun. Well hast thou taught me, how the piercing 
Of calm sagacity excels the dint [eye 

Of headstrong resolution.-Yet, my soul 

Pants for a fair occasion to revenge 
My father’s wrongs on Athol’s impious head! 

Yea, Angus, while the blood of March revolves 
Within my veins, the traitor shall not find 

Ills perfidy forgot.-But what of this ? 

What are my private injuries, compar’d 
To those he meditates against the state! 

Against a prince with ev’ry virtue grac’d 
That dignifies the throne, to whom the ties 
Of kindred and allegiance could not bind 
His faithless heart Not ev’n the sacred bond 
Of friendship unreserv’d 1—^Eor well thou know’st. 
The king securely listen’d to his voice, 

As to an oracle. 

Anff. ’Twas there indeed 

He triumph’d in his guile 1—^Th' unwary prince. 
Sooth’d by his false professions, crown’d his guilt 
With boundless confidence; and little thought 
That very confidence supplied his foe 
With means to shake his throne 1—^While Athol led 
His royal kinsman through the dang’rons path 
Of sudden reformation, and observ’d 
What murmurs issued from the giddy crowd. 

Each popular commotion he improv’d 
By secret ministers: and disavow’d 
Those very measures he himself devis’d! 

Thus cherish’d long by his flagitious arts, 
Kebellion glow’d in secret, till at length 
His scheme mature, and all our loyal Thanes 
At their own distant homes repos’d secure. 

The flame burst out. Now from his native hills. 
With his accomplice Grime, and youthful heir. 
Impetuous Stuart, like a sounding storm 
He rushes down with five revolting clans; 
Displays a spurious title to the crown. 

Arraigns the justice of his monarch’s sway. 


And by this sudden torrent, means, no doubt. 

To sweep him from the throne. 

Pun. Aspiring villuB 

A fit associate has he chose. A wretch 
Of soul more savage breathes not vital air 
Than Grime; but Stuart, ’till of late, muntain’d 
A fairer fame. 

Anff. A cherish’d hope expires 

In his dishonour too 1—While Stuart's car 
Was deaf to vicious counsel, and his soul 
Kemain’d unshaken, by th’ enchanting lure 
Which vain ambition spread before his eye. 

He bloom’d the pride of Caledonia’s youth. 

In virtue, valour, and external grace: 

For thou, sole rival of his fame, wast train’d 
To martial deeds, in climes remote. 

Pun. O Thane 1 

Whatever wreaths from danger’s steely crest 
My sword hath won; whatever toils sustain’d 
Beneath the sultry noon, and cold damp night. 
Could ne’er obtain for me one genial smile 
Of her, who Mess’d that happy rival’s vows 
With mutual love!—Why should I dread to own 
The tender throbbings of ray captive heart; 

The melting passion which has long inspir’d 
My breast for Eleonora, and implore 
A parent’s sanction to support my claim ? 

Anff. Were she more fair and gentle than she is, 
(And to my partial eye, nought e’er appear’d 
So gently fair,) 1 would approve thy claim 
To her peculiar smiles. 

Dun. Then will I strive 

With unremitted ardour, to subdue 
Her coy reluctance; while 1 scorn the threats 
()f frantic jealousy that flames unrein’d 
III Stuart’s breast!—^But see! the fair one comes. 
In all the pride of dazzling charms array’d. 

SCENE n.— Angus, Dunbar, Ei-nonoua. 

Pleon. Something of moment, by a fresh despatch 
Imparted to the king, requires in haste 
The presence of my sire. 

Ang. Forbear a while 

Thy parley with the foe j and here attend 
Our consultation’s issue. [&it Ang. 

SCENE III.— Dunbar, Eleonora. 

Pun. Ill it suits 

A soldier’s tongue, to jilead the cause of love. 

In phrase adapted to the tender theme: 

But trust me, beauteous wonder! when I swear, 
Not the keen impulse, and impatient hope 
Of glory, glowing in the warrior’s breast. 

With more awaken’d transport fill’d my soul 
When the fierce battle rag’d, than that I feel 
At thy approach!—My tongue has oft reveal’d 
The dictates of my heart; but thou, averse. 

With cold disdain, hast ever chill’d my hopes. 
And scorn’d my proffer’d vows!— 

Ekon. O youth, beware! 

Let not the flow’ry scenes of joy and peace. 

That faithless passion to the view presents. 
Ensnare thee into woe!—Thou little know’st 
What mischief lurks in each deceitful charm; 
What griefs attend on love. 

Pun. Keen are the pangs 

Of hapless love, and passion unapprov’d: 

But where consenting wishes meet, and vows 
Keciprocally breath’d, confirm the tie, 

Joy rolls on joy, an inexhausted stream! 

And virtue crowns the sacred scene with peace I 
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EliM. Illusion all! the phantoms of a mind 
That o’er its present fate repining, courts 
The vain resonree of Fancy’s lury dreams. 

War is thy province—vrar be thy pursuit 
Dun, O! thou would tell me, 1 am savage all— 
Too much estrang'd to tlie soft arts of life, [school— 
To warm thy breast!—Yes, war has been my 
War’s rough sincerity, unskill’d in modes 
Of peaceful commerc(^—soften’d not the less 
To pious truth, humanity, and love. 

Eicon. Yes:—I were envious to refuse applause. 
When ev’ry mouth is open’d in thy praise.— 

I were ungrateful not to yield thee more. 
Distinguish’d by thy choice; and though my heart 
Denies thee love, thy virtues have acquir’d 
Th’ esteem of Eleonora. 

Dun. 01 thy words 

Would fire the hoary hermit’s languid soul 
With ecstasies of pride 1—How then shall I, 

Elate with ev’ry vainer hope, that warms 
'I’ll’ aspiring thought of youth, thy praise sustain 

With moderation ?-Cruelly benign 1 

Tliou hast adorn’d the victim ; but, alas 1 
Thou likewise giv’st the blow 1 

—Though Nature’s hand 
With so much art has blended ev’ry grace 
In thy enelianting form, that ev’ry eye 
With transport views thee, and conveys imseen 
The soft infection to the vanquish’d soul. 

Yet wilt thou not the gentle passion own. 

That vindicates thy sway I— 

Eicon. O gilded curse ’. 

More fair than rosy morn, when first she smiles 
()’er the dew-brighteii’d verdure of the spring! 

But more deceitful, tyrannous, and fell 
'Than syreus, tempests, and devouring fiame 1 
May I ne’er sicken, languish and despair 
Within thy dire domain!—Listen, ye (Miwers ! 

And yield your sanction to my purpos’d v<iw— 

—If e’er my breast- [Kneeling. 

Dun. For ever let me pine 

In secret misery, divorc’d from hope ! 

But, ah, forbear! nor forfeit thy own peace, 

I’erhaps in one rash moment.- 

SCENE IV.—Ddnbab, Eixonora, Hekat,d. 

Her. - From the tower 

That fronts the hills, due north, a moving host 
Is now descried ; and, from the southern gate, 

A cloud of dust is seen to roll; the gleam 
Of burnish’d arms, oft through the dusky sphere 
Salutes the dazzled eye ;—a loyal band 
With valiant Ramsay, from the banks of Tweed, 
That hastens to nur aid. 'The first, suppos’d 
The rebel train of Athol. By command 
Of Angus. 1 attend thee, to demand 
An audience of the foe. 

Dun. 1 follow straight [ExitHerald. 

Wliate’er is amiably fair—^Whate’er 
Inspires the gen’rous aim of chaste desire. 

My soul contemplates and adores in thee 1 
Yet will I not with vain complainings vex 
'Thy gentle nature. My unblemish’d love 
Shall plead in my behalf. [Exit Dunbar. 

SCENE V.—^Ebeokoba. 

Eicon. Adieu, brave youth 1 

Why art thou doom’d to suffer fruitless pains? 
And why, alas! am I the destin’d wretch 
That must inflict them ?—Agonizing thought! 

I yielded up my fond believing heart 
To him who basely left it, for the charms 


Of treacherous ambition!—^hapless Stitart 1 
How art thou chang’d! how lost! thy cruel fiite, 
Like a false harlot, smiles thee into ruin! 

SCENE VI.— Enter Stcart disguised libe a pti^ 
Stuaht, Ebeonora. [high 

Stuart. The mighty schemes of empire soar too 
For your distinction, daughter. Simple woman 
Is weak in intellect, as well as frame. 

And judges often from the partial voice 
'That soothes her wishes most [Discovering himself 
Eicon. Ila, frantic youth! 

What guilty purpose leads thy daring steps 
To this forbidden place ?—Art thou not come 
Beneath that sacred veil, tlie more to brave 
'Th’ avenging hand of Ileav’n ? 

Stuart. No—^that I tread 

The paths of danger, where each bosom pants 
With keen revenge against me, speaks aloud 
'The ferv'our of my love—My love misplac’d 1 
Else, would’st thou not receive the gen’rons proof 
Wit h anger and disdain. 

Eicon. Have I not''feBuse 

To drive thee from my heart?—Hast thou not chas’d 
All faith, and truth, and loyalty from thine ? 

Say, hast thou not conspir’d against thy prince ? 

A prince who cherish’d thee with parent’s zeal. 
With friendship honour’d thee, and ev’ry day 
With bounteous favour crown’d thy rising wish ? 

Stuart. Curse on his arts!—his aim was to enslave 
Th’ aspiring soul, to stifle and repress 
'Th’ energing dictates of my native right. 

To efface the glowing images within, 

Awak’d by glory, and retain by fraud 
The sceptre he usurps! 

Eicon. Insidious charge! 

As feeble as unjust! for, clear as day 

In course direct- 

Stuart. In idle argument 

Let us not now consume the precious hour; 

The middle stream is pass’d; and the safe shore 
Invites our dauntless footsteps—Yonder sun. 

That climbs the noon-tide arch, already sees 
'Twelve thousand vassals, marching in the train 
< )f warlike Athol; and before the shades 
Of ev’ning deepen. Berth’s devoted walls 
Will shake before them—^Ere the tempest roars, 

1 eome to snatch thee from th’ impending storm— 
Eicon. O impotent of thought!—O! dead to 
Shall I for pompous infamy forego [shame I 

'Th’ eternal peace that virtue calls her own ? 

Stuart. Or, say thy love, inconstant as the wave. 
Another object claims. False—peijur’d maid I 
1 mark’d thy minion, as he charm’d thine ear 
With grov’hng adulation. Yes, I saw 
'Thy looks, in artful languishment, disclose 
Thy yielding soul, and heard thy tongue proclaim 
'The praises of Dunbar. 

Eicon. Away—away! 

I scorn thy mean suspicion, and renounce 
'Thy passion with thy crimes. Though bred in camps, 
DunW is gentle, gen'rous, and humane; 

I’osscss’d of ev’ry manly grace, to win 
The coyest virgin’s heart.— 

Stuart. Perdition whelm 

The prostrate sycophant!—may heav’n exhaust 

Its thunder dn my head-may hell disgorge 

Infernal plagues to blast me, if I cease 
To persecute the caitiff, till his blood 
Assuage my parch’d revenge!—perfidious slave 
To ste^ between me and my darling hope 1— 

F F 2 
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The tTMtor durst not, had I been—O vows 1 
\V3>ere is your obligation ?—Eleonora! 

O lovely curse! restore me to myself!— [storm 

Eicon. Rage on, fierce youth,more savage than the 
'lliat howls ou ITiule’s snore 1—th’ unthrifty maid. 
Too credulously fond I who gave away 
Her heart so lavishly, deserves to wed 
The woes that from her indiscretion flow!— 

—Yet ev’n my folly should, with thee, obtain 
A fairer title and a kinder fate! [pow’rs ! 

Stuart. Ha! weep'st thou ?—witness all ye sacred 
Her philters have undone me!—lo, my wrath 
Subsides agmn to love!—Enchantress! say, 
hast thou robb’d me of my reason thus ? 
Eicon. Has Eleonora robb’d thee ?—O recal 
Those fiatt’ring arts thy own deceit employ’d 
To wreck my peace!—^rccal thy fervent vows 
Of constant laith—thy sighs and ardent looks I 
Then whisper to thy soul, those vows were false— 
Those sighs unfaithful, and those looks disguis’d! 
Stuart. Thou—thou art chang’d—but Stuart still 
the same! 

Ev’n while thou chid’st me, cv’ry tender wish 
Awakes anew, and in my glowing breast 
Unutterable fondness pants again! 

—Wilt thou not smile again, as when, reclin’d 
By Tay’s smooth-gliding stream, we softly breath’d 
Our mutual passion to the vernal breeze ? [patlis 
Eicon. Adieu—dear scenes, adieu—ye fragrant 
So courted once—ye spreading boughs, that wave 
Your blossoms o’er the stream!—delightful shades I 
Where the bewitching music of thy tongue 
First charm’d my captive soul!—when gentle love 
Inspir’d the soothing tale 1—liOvc—sacred love 
That lighted up his flame at Virtue’s lamp 1 

Stuart. In time’s eternal round, shall we not hall 

Another season equally serene ?- 

—To-day, in snow array’d, stem winter rules 
The ravag’d plain—Anon the teeming earth 
Unlocks her stores, and spring adorns the year: 
And shall not we—while fate, like winter, frowns. 
Expect revolving bliss ? 

Eicon. Wouldst thou return 

To loyalty and me—^my faithful heart 
Would welcome thee again 1— 

Angus [leit/un.] Guard every gate 

That none may ’scape— 

Eicon. lla 1—Whither wilt tliou fly ? 

Discover’d and beset 1 

Stuart, Let Angus come— 

His short-liv’d pow’r I scorn— 

[ Tltrows away his disguise. 

SCENE VH .—Enter Angus with Guards, 
Stcakt, Elkonoka. 

Angus. What dark resolve. 

By gloomy Athol plann’d, has hither led 
Thy steps presumptuous ?—Eleonora, hence.— 

It ill befits thee—^but, no more—away— 

I’ll brook no answer- [Exit Eleonora. 

—Is it not enough. 

To lift Rebellion’s impious brand on high. 

And scorch the face of Fmth; that ye thus creep 
In mffian ambush, seeking to perform 
The deed ye dare not trust to open war ? [hate 
Stuart. Thou little know’st me—or thy rankling 
Defrauds my courage. W’herefore should I skulk 
Like the d'lsnonour’d wretch, whose hireling steel. 
In secret lifted, reeks with human gore. 

When v.ahant Athol hastens at the head 
Of warlike thousands, to assert our cause ? 


Ang. The cause of treason never was confin’d 
’To deeds of open war; but still adopts 
The stab of crouching murder. Thy revolt. 

The stem contraction of thy sullen brow. 

And this disguise, apostate 1 speak thee bent 
On fatal errand. 

Stuart. Tliat thou seest me here 

Unami’d, alone, from Angus might obtain 
A fair interpretation—Stuart’s love 
Fleads not in mystic temis ; nor are my vows 

To Eleonora cancell’d or unknown- 

V ows by thyself indulg’d, ere envy yet. 

Or folly had induc’d thee, to embrace 
'The fortunes of our foe. 'Thy foul reproach 
My soul retorts on thee 1 and mark, proud lonl. 
Revenge will have its turn 1— 

Aug. Ha 1 must 1 bear 

A beardless traitor’s insults ?—’tis not mine 
To wage a fruitless war of words with thee, [just 
Vain-glorious stripling. While thine aims wen 
1 seal’d thy title to my daughter’s love; 

But now, begrim’d with treason, as thou art. 

By heav’n! not diadems and thrones shall bribe 
My approbation I —But the king himself 
Shall judge thy conduct!—Guards— 

SCENE VIII.— Enter Eleonora, who kneeU. 

- ——f)! let me thui 
Implore compassion at a parent’s knees. 

Who ne’er refus’d- 

Ang, Convey him hence. 

[Stuart is led off 
Arise— 

Remember, Eleonora, from what source 
'rhinc origin is drawn. Thy mother’s soul 
In purity excell’d the snowy fleece [charms 

That clothes our northern hills I —^her youthful 
Her artless blush, her look serenely sweet. 

Her dignity of mien and smiles of love 

Survive in thee—Let me behold thee too 

Her honour’s heiress- [Exit Angus 

SCENE IX. 

Eicon. Yes—I will adhere 

To this ill-omen’d honour I sacrifice 
Life’s promb’d joys to its austere decree; 

And vindicate the glories of my race. 

At the sad price of peace 1—If Athol’s anti 
(Which heav’n avert!) to treason add success. 

My father’s death will join his sov’reign’s fall. 
And if the cause of royalty prevail. 

Each languid hope with Stuart must expire 1 — 
From thoughtto thought, perplex’d, in vain I stray 
'To pining angubh dwm’d and fell dismay 1 

ACT THE SECOND.— Scene continues. 

Angus, Dunbar. 

Dun. By heav’n it glads me, that my sword slial 
An ample field to-day. 'The king arous’d, [fiu< 
Chafes like a lion in the toils betray’d 1 
Ang. 1 mark’d his indignation, as it rose 
At Athol’s proud reply, from calm concern 
To anxious tumult, menacing disdain. 

And overboiling wrath. But say, my friend. 

How move the rebels?—Are their ranks dispos'd 
By military skill?—Or come they on 
In undistinguish’d crowds ?— 

Dun. In concourse rude 

They swarm undiscijilin’d—all arm’d alike 
With sword and target. On their first assault 
(Fearless, indeed, and headlong!) all their hopes 
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Of conqupst must depend. If we, unferoke, 
tiustaio their onset; little skill'd in war, 

To wheel, to rally, and renew the charge, 
(lonfusion, havock, and dismay, will seize 
Th’ astonish’d rout. 

An(j. What numbers bring they on ? 

I>un. Ten thousand, as 1 guess. 

An;/. Ours scarce amount 

To half the number; yet, with those, we mean 
To hazard an encounter. Thou, meanwhile, 

Shall visit ev’ry passage, sound th’ alarm, 

,\ud man the city-walls. Here I attend 

The king—and lo 1 he comes. [JEztt Dunbar. 

SCENE IL—Kmo, Angus. 

King. —The commonweal 

Has been consulted. Tenderness and zeal 
Became the parent. Those have nought avail’d,— 
Now, let correction speak the king incens’d 1 

Amj. Not without cause, my liege, shall dread 
rebuke 

Attend your royal wrath. What reign shall ’scape 
Hebellion’s curse, when your paternal sway 
lias hatch'd the baneful jK'st ? 

King. Ijet Heaven decide 

Between me and my foes. That I would spare 
The guiltless blood which must our quarrel dye. 

No other jiroof requires, than my advance 
To reconcilement—opposite, perhaps. 

To my own dignity. But I will rise 
In vengeance mighty 1 and dispel the clouds 
That have bedinim’d my state. 

Aiig. I'he odds are great 

Between the numbers; but our cause is just: 
ttiir soldiers regularly train’d to war,. 

And not a breast among us entertains 
A doubt of victory. 

King. 0 valiant Thane 1 

Experienc’d oft, and ever trusty found I 
Thy penetrating eye, and active zeal, 

First brought this foul conspiracy to light j 
And now thy faithful vassals first appear 
In arms for my defence 1—Thy recompense 
My love shall study. 

Ang. Blotted be my name 

From honour’s records, when I stand aloof, 
Begardless of the danger that surrounds 
'The fortunes of my prince! 

King. I know thee well. 

Mean time, our care must be, to obviate. 

With circumspection and preventive skill. 

Their numbers. In unequal conflict joins 
TIT unwieldy spear that loads the borderer, 

IVith the broad targe and expeditious sword: 

The loyal band that from the hills of Ijorti 
Arriv’d, shall in our front advance, and stand 
AVith targe to targe, and blade to blade oppos’d; 
The spears extended form the si'Cond line. 

And our light archers hover to and fro, 

'To gall their flanks. Whatever accident 
In battle shall befal, thy vigilance 
Will remedy. Myself will here remain 
To guard the town, and with a small reserve, 

(If need requires) thine exigence supply. 

Aug. With joy the glorious task I undertake 1 

{^Exeunt. 

SCENE m.—^D unbab, Ramsay. 

Jlam. They halt, and occupy the narrow pass 
Form’d by the river and th’ impending hill; 

With purpose, as T deem, lo charge our host 
On the small plain that skirts the town. 


Dun. ’THs well 

Thus hemm’d, their useless numbers will isTolv* 
'Themselves in tumult, to our arms secure 
An easy conquest, and retard their flight. 

To Angus hie thee straight with this advice. 

My task perform’d, I wait the king’s command 
In this appointed place. [Exit liamsay, 

SCENE lAT.— Eleonoba, Dunbar. 

Eiemi. I sought thee, youth.— 

Ere yet this dreadful crisis shall decide' 

The public fate, let us to private woe 
Devote one moment 1—'Tell me, brave Dunbar, 
Wilt thou not, from the hurry of the day. 

One moment snatch to hear me, and condole 
'The anguish of my soul ? 

Dun. 0 Eleonora 1 

Sooner shall the parch’d traveller refuse 
The gelid fountain, than my raptur’d soul 
'The music of thy tongue!—What grief profanes 
Thy spotless bosom ?—happy 1 far above 
The pride of conquerors, were I to ease 
Thy sorrow’s pangs 1— 

Eleou. Thy gen’rons heart alone 

Can brook tlie enterprise— 

Dun. 01 task my love, 

That I, more swift than gales that sweep the plain, 
fly to thy reliefl 

Eleon. Then summon up 

Those elevated thoughts that lift the soul 
To virtue’s highest pinnacle; the boon 
My misery demands, will crave them all 1 
Dun. Be it to brave the menaces of death. 

In shape however horrid, so my faith 
And love remain inviolate, my heart 
Beats with unusual ardour; and demands 
The lest, impatient 1— 

Ekon. Friendless and forlorn 

In fetters Stuart lies 1— 

Dun. Ha! 

Eleon. From the snares 

Of gloomy fate release him. 

Dun. Cruel maid 1 

Nay, let me call thee barbarous 1 in spite 
Of adoration. Could thy mind suggest 
No forward slave, to set thy lover free. 

But a despairing rival?—’Tis not giv’n 
Th’ impassion’d soul of man to execute 
A deed so fatal to its own repose I 
Eleon. I sought not—witness, yc celestial powers I 
To aggravate thy pain. My mind, perplex’d. 
Revolv’d in silent woe, nor could miload 
Her burden to another. Thou alone. 

Hast won my fair opinion and my trust; 

And to thy word indebted, honour claims 
Th’ engagement all her own. 

Dun. Yet, with reserve 

Was that impawn’d; my loyalty and love 
Were saeved ev’n from that j nor can I loose 
His chains, without an injury to both! 

Eleon. Cold—unaspiring is the love that dwells 
With tim’rous caution; and the breast untouch’d 
By glory’s godlike fervour that retainq 
The scruples of discretion. Let the winds. 

That have dispers’d thy promise, snatch thy vows! 

Dun. Shall I, through rash enthusiasm, wed 
Eternal anguish ? Shall I burst asunder 
The bonds of awful justice, to preserve 
'The serpent that has poison’d all my peace! 

No, Eleonora 1—blasted be- 
Eleon. 


Take heedl 
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Nor, 1)7 an oath precipitate involve 

Thy fate beyond resource. Eor know, Dunbar, 

The love of Stuart, with his guilt abjur’d. 

This mom, my solemn vow to Heav’n appeal’d 

Hath sever’d us for ever.- 

Dun. Then I’m still! 

Still as the gentle calm, when the hash’d wave 

No longer foams before the rapid storm!- 

Xet the young traitor perish, and his name 

In dark oblivion rot- 

Eicon. Shall I, alas I 

Supinely savage, from my ears exclude 
The cries of youthful woe ?—of woe entail’d 

By me, too!-If my heart denies him love, 

My pity, sure, may flow 1-Has he not griefs 

That wake ev’n thy compassion ?-Say, Dunbar, 

Unmov’d couldst thou survey th’ unhappy youth 
(Whom but this morn beheld in pride of hope 
And pow’r magnificent) stretch’d on the ground 
Of a damp dungeon, groaning with despair. 

With not one friend his sorrows to divide. 

And cheer his lone distress ? 

Dun. Can I resist 

So fair a motive, and so sweet a tongue ? 

When thy soft heart with kind compassion glows, 

Shall I the tender sentiment repress?- 

No I—^let me rather hail the social pang. 

And ev’ry selfish appetite subdued. 

Indulge a flame so gen’rous and humane!- 

Away with each emotion that suggests 
A rival favour’d, and a traitor freed 1 
My love unbounded reigns, and scorns to own 

Eefleetion’s narrow limits!-Yes, fair. 

This hour he shall be free- [Exit Dunbar. 

SCENE V.—Ei-eonoka. 

Eicon. O wondrous power 

Of love beneficent!—O gen’rous youth ! 

What recompense (thus bankrupt as 1 am) 

Shall speak my grateful soul I -A poor return 

Cold friendship renders to the fervid hope 
Of fond desire 1 and my invidious fate 

Allows no more.-But let me not bewail. 

With avarice of grief, my private woe; 

When pale with fear, and harass’d with alarm. 

My royal mistress, still benign to me. 

The zealous tender of my duty claims. [Exit. 

SCENE VI.— Discovers Stbaut in chains. 
Stuart. Curse on my headstrong passion!—I have 
The wages of my folly!—Is it thus [earn’d 

My faitliless destiny requites my hope ? 

SCENE VIL—Stbaet, DnNnAB. 

Stuart. Hal eom’st thou to insult my chains?— 
My unpropitious demon gave me up [’Twas well 

To your resentment, tamely.- 

Dun. To exult 

Ev’n o’er an enemy oppress’d, and heap 
Aflliction on th’ afflicted, is the mark 
And the mean triumph of a dastard soul. 

’Tis what Dunbar disdains. Perhaps, I come 
To pity, not rejoice at Stuart’s fate. 

Stuart To pity!—'Torture 1 amlfaU’nsolow?— 
Ha 1 recreant!—^move thy pity 1—Hell untie 
These slavish manacles, that 1 may scourge 
This wretched arrogant!— 

Dun. True courage scorns 

To vent her prowess in a storm of words; 

And, to the valiant, actions speak alone. 

Then let my deeds approve me. 1 am come 


To give thee instant freedom. 

Stuart Mean’st thou death? 

I shall be free then. An apt minister 
Th’ usurper has ordain’d to perpetrate 
His secret murders. 

Dun. Why wilt thou belie 

Thy own intelligence ?—Thou know’st my sword 
Was ne’er aecustom’d to the bravo’s stab; 

Nor the designs of him so falsely styled 
Usurper, ever sullied with a stain 
Of cruelty or guile. My purpose is. 

To knock thy fetters off, conduct thee safe 
Without the city confines, and restore thee 
To liberty and AthoL— 

Stuart Pawning coward! 

Thou—thou restore me!—^thou unbind my chains I 
Impossible ;—Thy fears that I may ’scape. 

Dike vultures gnaw thee 1 — 

Dun. When the battle joins. 

Thou shalt be answer’d.— 

Stuart. When the battle joins 1— 

—Away dissembler 1—Sooner wonldst thou beard 
The lion in his rage, than fairly meet 
My valour on tlie plain 1 
Dun. llal who art thou, [throne! 

That I should dread thy threats ?—by Heav’n’s high 
I’ll meet thee in a desert, to thy teeth 
Proclaim thy treachery, and with my sword 
Explore thy faithless heart!—Meanwhile, niy steps 
Shall guide thee to the field. 

[Stuart is unchained, and presented with a sword. 
Stuart. No!—^lightning blast me 

If I become thy debtor, proud Dunbar! 

Thy nauseous benefits shall not enslave 
My free-born will. Here, captive as 1 am. 

Thy lavish’d obligation shall not buy 
My friendship!—No! nor stifle my revenge! 

Dun. Alike un]ilcasaut would it be to me, 

I’e court thy love, or deprecate thy hate:— 

What have I profferr’d, other motives urg’d— 

The gift is Eleonora’s.— 

Stuart. Sacred powers! 

Bet me not understand thee.—Thou hast rous'd 
My soul’s fury !—In the blood that wanns 
Thine heart, perfidious! I will slake mine ire. 

Dun. In all niy conduct, insolent of heart I 
What hast thou mark’d so abject and so mean. 
That thy foul tongue its license thus avows? 

To boundless jiassion subject, as tbyself. 

Wild tumult oft my reason overwhelms!— 

Then tempt me not too tar, lest blindfold wrath 
Transport my soul, and headlong ruin crush 
Thy pride, ev’n here !— 

Stuart. In this accursed place 

Let me be shackled—rivetted with bolts, 

'J'ill the rust gnaw my carcase to the bone. 

If my heart throbs not for the combat, here!— 
Ev’n here, where thou art lord!—Ha! dost thoi 
shake ? 

By Heav’n thy quiv’ring lip and haggard look 
Confess pale terror and amaze! 

Dun. —Away!— 

Away, lewd railer!—not thy sland’rous throat. 

Bo fruitful of invectives, shall provoke me 
To wreak unworthy vengeance on tlice, safe 
In thy captivity:—But soon as war 
Shall close th’ cncount’ring hosts. I’ll find thee out— 
Assert my claim to Eleonora’s love. 

And tell thee what thou art 
Stuart. I bum I—I rage I 

My fell revenge consumes me!—But no more— 
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Thou shalt not ’scape me!—Goaded by my wrongs, 
I’ll haunt thee through the various scenes of death 1 
Thou shalt be found! 

Dun. I triumph in that hope. [Exeunt. 

SCENE Vm. — Changes. —Kung, Queen, 
Attendants, ^c. ^c. 

King. Courageous Angiwshallnotheo’erpowcr’d— 
Myself will bring him aid.— 

Queen. Alas 1 my prince I 

King. What means the gentle partner of my heart? 
Dismiss thy fears. This day will dissipate 
'The cause of thy dismay. Ev’n now I go 
To pluck the wreath of victory, and lay 
I'resh laurels in thy lap. 

Queen. Ah 1 why let in 

A traimof harpy sorrows to my breast? 

—Ah! why in your own precious life, expose 
Your kingdom’s safety, and your comfort’s peace ? 
—l.ict me restrain you from the field to-day. 

There is no fame—no glory to be won 
From a revolter’s brow.— 

King. The public weal 

Commands to arm—dishonour taint my name. 
When 1 reject the call! 

Queen. lU-omen’d call! 

'I’hat like the raven’s croak, invades my quiet! 

(.)! would to Heaven, our minutes smoothly roll’d 
In humble solitude, with meek-eyed peace, 
lleinotc from royalty, and all the cares 
That brood around the throne !— 

King. No, let us scorn 

ITufeeiing ease, and private bliss forego, 

When public misery implores our aid. 

What dignity of transport feels the prince. 

Who from the fangs of fierce oppressive power 
A people rescues ? 

Queen. What a dreadful host 

Of dangers ’circle him! 

King. Disease confers 

The slump of value upon health ; and glory 
Is the fitir child of peril. Thou thyself 
My conduct wilt applaud, soon as thy mind 
Its native calm regains, and reason sways 
llncheek’d by fear.—Secure till my return 
llemain within, and eveiy thought indulge 
Foreboding my success.— 

Queen. Adieu—^Adieu! 

Ileav’n crown valour with a happy wreath. 

[Exit Queen. 

King, [to an AltettJanl.2 Swift, hie thee to Dunbar, 
and bid him lead 

The eliosen citizens- 

Enter Eamsat. 

SCjENE IX.—Kino attended, Bamsay. 

Mam. O Ihtal chance! 

The traitor Grime, with a selected band, 

(While Angus, press’d on ev’ry side, sustains 
unequal fight) a secret path pursued 
Around the hills, and pouring all at once. 

Surpris’d the eastern ^te: the citizens, 

With consternation smote, before his arms 
In rout disorder’d fly.— 

King. Ha! then the wheel 

Of fate full circle rolls to crush me down. 

Nor leaves one pause for conduct!—^Yet I’ll bear 
My fortunes like a king—^haste and collect 
The scatter’d parties—let us not submit 
Ere yet subdu’d 1—To arms! [Drawing. 

Ram. Alas 1 my prince 1 

The convent is beset—Hark 1 while we speak 


The gates arc burst—behold— 

King. We must prevent 

The pangs of ling’ring misery, and fall 
With honour, as we liv’d— 

SCENE X.—King attended, Bamsat.—Gbime 
with foUawers bursting in. 

King. What bold contempt 

Of majesty, thus rudely dares intrude 
Into my private scenes ? 

Grime. The hour is fled 

'fhat saw thy wanton tyranny impose 
The galling yoke—Yes, I’m come to wrest 
The prostituted sceptre from thy hand. 

And drag thee fetter’d to the royal throne 
Of Walter, whom I serve. 

King. Outrageous wretch I— 

Grown old in treachery 1 whose soul untam’d, 

No mercy softens, and no laws restrain 1 
Thy life thrice forfeited, my pity thrice 
I'Yom justice hath redeem’d; yet art thou found 
Still turbulent—a rugged rebd still, 

Unaw'd and unreclaim’d!— 

Grime. That I yet breathe 

I’his ambient air, and tread this earth at will, 

Not to thy mercy but thy dread I owe. 

Wrong’d as I was—my old possessions reft 
By thy rapacious power, my limbs enchain’d 
Within a loathsome dungeon, and my name 
Thy loud reproach through all the groaning land ■ 
'J'hou durst not shed my blood!—the purjile stream 
Had swell’d—a tide of vengeance! and o’erwhclmd 
The proud oppressor.— 

King. Traitor to thy prince. 

And foe perverse to truth!—how full thy crimes, 
Thy doom how just—my pardon how humane. 

Thy couscious malice knows.—But let me not 
Degrade my name, and vindicate to thee 
The jmstice of my reign. 

Grime. Vain were th’ attempt. 

With artifice of words, to soothe my rage. 

More deaf to mercy, than the famish'd wolf 
That tears the bleating kid!—My starv’d revenge 
Thy blood alone ciin satiate!—^Yield thee, then! 

Or sink beneath mine arm. - 

King. Jleav’n shall not see 

A deed so abject vilify my name— 

While yet 1 wield this sword, and the warm blood 
Still streams within my veins; my courage soars 
Superior to a ruffian’s threats 

Grime. Fall on. 

And hew them piecemeal. 

[King, Ramsay, and Attendants drive oft 
Grime and his Followers; but are ajler- 
wards overpowered and disarmed. 

Grime. Wilt thou yet maintain 

Thy dignity of words ?—Where are thy slaves. 
Thy subjects, guards, and thunder of thy throne, 
Beduc'd usurper?—Guard these captives hence. 

[Exeunt King, Ramsay, ffc. guarded, 

1 SCENE XI.— Enter a Solmek to Griiue. 

Sold. A troop of horsemen have pohsess’d'thc gate 
By which we gain’d the city. 

Grime. Blast them, hell! 

We must retreat another way, and leave 
Our aim unfinish’d!—Our victorions swords 
At least shall guard the treasure they have won. 
When the fierce parent-lion bites our c hain. 

His whelps forlorn an easy prey renudn. 
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ACT THE THIRD. 

SCENE 1.—Qoeen, Eleonoba, Captain. 

Queen. What from the battlements hast thou 
descry’d? [clouds 

Capt Nothing distinct, my queen. Involv’d in 
Impervious to the view, the battle long 
Continued doubtful, ’midst the mingling sounds 
Of trumpets, neighing steeds, tumuitut^ shouts 
t )f fierce assailants, doleful cries of death, 

And clattering armour; till at length, the noise 
In distant iimrraurs diei O’er all the plain. 

Now a dread stillness reigns! 

Queen. Then all is lost! 

Why pauses ruin, and suspends the stroke ? 

Is it to lengthen out affliction’s term, 

And feed productive woe? Where shall the groans 
Of innocence deserted find redress ? 

Shall I exclaim to Heav’n ?—Already Heav’n 
Its pity and protection hath withdrawn ! 

Earth yield me refuge, then !—^give me to lie 
Within thy cheerless bosom!—^there, put off 
Th’ uneasy rot)e of being—there, lay down 
The load of my distress! 

Eleon. Alas ! my Queen, 

What consolation can the wretched bring? 

How shall 1, from my own despair, collect 
Assuasive balm t —Within my lonely breast 
Mute sorrow and despondence long have dwelt! 
And while my sire, perhaps, tliis instant bleeds. 
The dim, exhausted fountains of my grief 
Can scarce afford a tear 1 

Queen. O luxury 

Of mutual ill!—^Let us enjoy the feast 1 
'To groan re-echo groan, in concert raise 
Our lamentation ; and when sorrow swells 
'I'oo big for utterance, the silent streams 
Shall flow in common !—When the silent streams 
Forbear to flow, the voice again shall wail! 

O mv lost lord!—O save him—save him, powers! 

Kleen. Is there no gentle remedy to soothe 
The soul’s disorder, lull the jarring thoughts. 

And with fair images amuse the mind ? 

—(!ome, smiling hope—divine illusion! eome 
In all thy pride of triumph o’er the pangs 
Of misery and pain! 

Queen. Low—^low indeed 

Have our misfortunes plung’d us; when no gleam 
Of wand’ring hope, how vain stx-’er or false, 

Our invocation flatters!—When—O when 
Will death deliver me?—Shall I not rest 
Within the peaceful tomb, where I may sleep 
In calm oblivion, and forget the wrecks 
Of stormy life;—^no sounds disturb the grave. 

Of murder’d husbands;—or the dismal scream 
Of infants perishing?—Ha! whither leads 
Imagination!—Must ye perish then. 

Ye tender blossoms?—Must the lofty oak 
'That gave you life, and shelter’d you from harm. 
Yield to the traitor’s axe ?—O agony 
Of fond distraction! 

Eicon. lla!—^behold where comes 

The warlike son of March!—What, if he brings 
The news of victory 1 

Queen. My soul, alarm’d 

With eagerness and terror, waits her doom. 

SCENE IL—Queen, Eleonoba, Dunbar, 

Queen. Say, youth, how fares the king ? 

J^un. Fair princess, hail! 

To you.my duty and my speed were bent— 

Your royal consort triumphs. 


Queen. Lives he, then ? 

Lives he, deliver’d from the fatal snares 
Which had enclos’d him? 

Dun. To their hills repell’d. 

The vanquish’d rebels curse his conqu’ring arm- 
lie bade me fly before him to the queen. 

With the glad tidings cheer her drtsiping soul. 
And bear his kindest wishes to the shrine 
Himself will soon adore. 

Queen. Will he then come 

And wipe the tear of sorrow from my cheek ? 

Ah, no!—thy pity flatters me in vain! 

Du71. Let me not dally with my queen’s distress. 
What were it, but to lift incumbmit woe. 

That it might fall more grievous? Up the faith 
Of my allegiance, hither speeds the king. 

By love attended, and by conquest crown’d.[sounds 
Queen. O welcome messenger! How sweetly 
Thy prelude! Thus, the warbler of the morn. 

To the sick wretch who moan’d the tedious night. 
Brings balmy slumber, case, and hope, and health 1 
O wond’rous destiny! 

Eicon. Thus, on my queen 

May fortune ever smile! May bliss to bliss 
Succeed, a tranquil scene! Say, noble youth. 
Returns my sire in safety from the field ? 

Dun. Safe as thy fondest filial wish can form. 

In war’s variety, mine eyes have seen 
Variety of valour and of skill; 

But such united cxeellcnce of both. 

Such art to baffle and amuse the foe. 

Such intrepidity to execute 
Repeated efforts, never, save in him. 

My observation trac’d! Our monarch’s acts 
My feeble praise would sully and profane. 

Elam. 'Thy words, like genial showers to the 
parch’d earth. 

Refresh ray languid soul! 

Queen. The trumpet sweTs! 

My conqueror approaches! Ix't me fly 
With ecstasy of love into his arms! 

He comes! the victor comes! 

SCENE HI.— Kino, Queen, Eleonoba, Diinhar. 

Khiff, fimliraeinff the Queen. ^ My better part! 
My soul’s chief residence ! my love! my queen! 
Thou hast been tender ovennuch, and mourn’d 
Ev’n too profusely I 

Quern. Celebrate this hour. 

Ye songs of angels! and ye sons of earth. 

Keep festival! My monarch is return’d ! 

I fold him in these arms 1 1 hear his voice — 

Ills love soft chiding! 

King. O ye powers benign ! 

What words can speak the rapture of my soul! 
Come to my breast, where, cherish’d by my love, 
'J'hy fair idea rooted, blossoms forth. 

And twines around my heart! 

Queen. Mysterious fate! 

My wishes are complete! Yet I must ask 
A thousand things, impertinently fond! 

How did you ’scape ? What angel’s hand, my king, 
I’reserv’d you from destruction ? 

Kitig. Ileav’n, indeed. 

Espous’d my cause, and sent to my relief 
'The son of March, who, with a chosen few. 
Deliver’d me from Grime. Thence to the field 
We sjiecded, and accomplish’d what the sword 
Of Angus had well nigh achiev’d before. 

Queen. U> Dun, How shall acknowledgement 
enough reward 
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Thy worth unparalleled ? 

king. Now, by my throne! 

Not my own issue shall engross me more 
Than thou, heroic youth! Th’ insulting foe. 

In spite of fresh supplies, with slaughter driven 
To the steep hills that bound the plain, have sent 
An herald, in their turn, to sue for peace. 

An audience have I promis’d. Ere the hour 
Arrives, I will retire, and in the bath 
Reiresh my weaiy’d limbs. 

[^Exeunt King, Queen, Attendants. 

SCENE IV.— Dunbab, Eleonoba. 

Elmn. Renown, to-day. 

Has lavish’d all her honours on thy head'. [thus 
I)un. What boots it that my fortune decks me 
With unsubstantial plumes, when my heart groans 
Beneath the gay caparison, and love 
With unrequited passion wounds my soul ? 

Eicon. Is unpropitious love unknown to me ? 

'Fo me for ever doom’d, alas! to nurse 
The slow-consuming fire. 

T)un. Heav’ns! what are all 

The boasted charms that with such wond’rous power 
Attach thee to my rival ? Far from me 
He the vain arrogance of ))ride, to vaunt 
Excelling talents; yet I fain would learn 
On wliat admir’d accomplishment of Stuart 
Thy preference is fix’d. 

Eicon. Alas! Dunbar, 

My judgment, weak and erring ns it is. 

Too well discerns on whom I should bestow 
My love and my esteem. But trust me, youtli, 
'I'hou little know’st how hard it is to wean 
'I'he mind from darling habits long indulg’d!— 

I know that Stuart sinks into reproach. 

Immers’d in guilt, and, more than once, subdu’d 
By thy superior merit and success. 

Yet ev’n tliis Stuart, for 1 would not wrong 
Thine expectation, still retains a part 
Of my compassion—nay, I fear, my love 1 [kings, 
Wouldst thou, distinguish'd by th’ applause of 
Disgrace thy qualities, and brook the prize 
Of a divided heart? 

Dun. No ! witness. Heaven, 

I love not on such terms 1 Am I then doom’d. 
Unfeeling maid 1 for ever to deplore 
Thy unabating rigour ? The rude flint 
Yields to th’ incessant drop; but Eleonora, 
Inflexibly severe, unchang’d remains. 

Unmov’d by my complaint! 

Eicon. My father comes 1 

Uet me, with pious ravishment, embrace 
His martial knees, and bless tbc guardian power 
That screen’d him in the battle 1 

SCENE V.— Angus, Dunbab, Eueonoba. 
Ang. Rise, my child, 

Thou hast been always dutiful, and mild 
the soft breeze tlmt fans the summer eve 1 
Such innocence endearing gently stole 
Into my youthful bosom, and awak’d 
Love’s tender languishment, when to my view 
Fhy mother first display’d her virgin bloom 1 

[ Turning to Dnnhar. 
ilome to my arms, Dunbar 1 To shield from death 
A. parent, is the venerable act 
!)f the most pious duty. Thus adopted. 
Henceforward be my son ! The rebel chiefs. 

Secure in my safe conduct, wait without 
The promis’d audience. 'To the king repair, 

And signify their presence. [Exit Dunbar. 


SCENE VX—^Angus, Emonoba. 

Ang. Eleonora, 

Behold th’ undaunted youth, who stept between 
'The stroke of fate and me.—O’erpower’d, unhors’d. 
And bjr the foe surrounded, I had sunk 
A victim to barbarity enrag’d j 
If brave Dunbar, to his own peril blind. 

Had not that instant to my rescue sprung.— 

Nay, when that youthful traitor—^by whose arm 
Releas’d 1 know not—headlong rush’d against me. 
My vigilant deliverer oppos’d 
The fierce aggressor, whose aspiring crest 
Soon prostrate fell.- 

Eicon. Ila 1 fell-Is Stuart slain ? 

01 speak, my father.- 

Ang. Wherefore this alarm 

Let me not find thy bosom entertain 

A sentiment unworthy of thy name.- 

'The gen’rous victor gave him back his life. 

And cried aloud, “ This sacrifice I make 

For Eleonora’s love.”- 

Eicon. O matchless youth 1 

His virtues conquer’d my esteem before; 

But now m^- grateful sentiment inflames 
Ev’n to a sister’s zeal 1 
Ang. With rigid power 

I would not bridle thy reluctant thought; 

Yet, let me, with parental care, commend 

The passion of Dunbar.- 

Eicon. A fairer garti 

His title could not wear. But when I tbina 
What rocks in secret lie, what tempests rise 
On love’s deceitful voyage, my timid soul 
Recoils affrighted, and with horror shuns 
Th’ inviting calm 1 

Ang. Retire, my child, and weigh 

The diff’rent claims—Here glory, love, and truth 
Implore thy smiles:—There vice, with brutal rage. 
Would force thee to his wishes.—But too long 
I tarry in this place.—I must attend 
My sovereign in his interview with Athol. ^Exeunt. 

SCENE VH. 

Changes to another Apartment. —Arnot, Gbime. 

Atiwl. What we to fortune owed, our arms'liave 
paid: 

But let us now the changeling power renounce.— 
Unhappy those who hazard their designs 
')n her without reserve 1— 

Grime. Our plan pursued 

A purpose more assur’d:—With conquest crown’d, 
ilur aim indeed a fairer wreath had worn : 

But that denied, on terms of darker hue 
Our swords shall force success 1— 

Athol. 'Th’ approaching seen 

Demands our utmost art 1—not with fame sighs 
'To bend before his throne, and supplicate 
His clemency, like slaves; nor to provoke. 

With pride of speech, his anger lialf appeas’d; 

But with submission mingle, as we speak, 

A conscious dignity of soul, prepar’d 
For all events. 

Grime. Without the city walls, 

'The southern troops encamp’d, alread;^ fill 
The festal bowl, to celebrate the day.— [will yield 
Athol. By Heaven 1 their flush’d intemperance 
Occasion undisturb’d. For while they lie 
With wine and sleep o’erwhelm’d, the clans that Inrk 
Behind th’ adjacent hills, shall in the dark 
Approach the gate, when our associate Cattan 
Commands the guard; then introduc’d by him. 
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We take with ease possession of the town, 

And hither move nnmark’d. 

Cfrime. Here, if we fail. 

May my shrunk sinew never more nnshcath 
My well-tried dagger; nor my hungry hate 
Enjoy the sav’ry steam of hostile gore! 

AIM. How my fir’d soul anticipates the joy! 

I see me seated in the regal chair. 

Enthron’d by Grime, the partner of my power!— 
But this important enterprise demands 
More secret conference.—The sword of Stuart 
Will much avail.—Hut this nnpractis’d youth, 

To doubts and scruples subject hitherto 
Declines our last resolve.— 

Grime. It shall be mine 

To ^pusc his passion to the pitch requir’d.— 

But soft!—who comes ?—Ten thousand curses load 
'Th’ ambitious stripling! [Enter Dunbar. 

Gwt. By the king’s command, 

1 come to guide you to the throne. 

Athol. ’Tis well.— [Exeunt. 

SCENE VIH. 

JJieamers the Kino seated, Angus, Attendants. 

Enter Athol, Grimn, introduced by Dunbail 

King. It is not well—it is not well we meet 
On terms like these!—I should have found in Athol 
A misty counsellor and steady friend I 
And better would it suit thy rev’rend age. 

Thy station, quality, and kindred blood, 

'To hush ill-judging clamour, and eeineut 
Divided factions to my throne again, 

'Than thus embroil the state.— 

Athol. My present aim 

Is to repair, not widen more the breach 
That discoid made between us; this, my liege. 

Not harsh reproaches, or severe rebuke. 

Will ere effectuate;—No—let us rather. 

On terms which equally become us both. 

Our int’rests reunite. 

King. Hal—reunite 1 

By 1 leav’n, thy proud demeanour more befits 
A sov’reign than a subject 1—Reunite 1 
How durst thou sever from thy faith, old lord j 
And'with an helmet load that hoary head 
To wage rebellious war ? 

Athol. 'rhe sword of Athol 

Was never drawn but to redress the wrongs 
His country suffer’d. 

King. Dar'st thou to my face 

Impeach my conduct, baffled as thou art. 
Ungrateful traitor? Is it thus thy guilt 
My clemency implores ? 

Athol. Not yet so low 

Has fate reduc’d us, that we need to crawl 
Beneath your footstool In our camp remain 
Ten thousand vig’rous mountaineers, who long 
Their honours to retrieve. 

King, [rising hastUy."] Swift hie thee to them. 
And le^ thy fugitive adherents back 1 
Away 1—Now by the mighty soul of Bruce I 
Thou shalt be met; and if thy savage clans 
Abide us in the plain, we soon will tread 
Rebellion into dust Why move ye not ? 

Conduct them to their camp. 

Athol Forgjve, my prince. 

If, on my own integrity of heart 
Too far presuming, I have gall’d the wound 
Too much inflam’d already. Not with you. 

But with your measures ill-advis’d I warr’d: 

Your sacred person, family and throne. 


M^urpose still rever’d. 

King. O wretched plea I 

To which thj blasted guilt must have recourse 1 
Had thy design been laudable, thy tongue 
With honest freedom boldly should have spoke 
Thy discontent Ye live not in a reign 
Where truth, by arbitrary pow’r depress’d. 

Dares not maintain her state. I charge thee, say 
What lawless measures has my power pursued! 

Athol. I come to mitigate your royal wrath 
With sorrow and submission j not to sum 
The motives which compell’d me to the field. 

King. 1 found your miserable state reduc’d 
To ruin and despair; your cities drench’d 
In mutual slaughter, desolate your plains: 

All order banish’d, and all arts decay’d: 

No industry, save what with hands impure 
Distress’d the commonwealth; no laws in force, 

'I’o screen the poor, and check the guilty great j 
While s<|ualid famine join’d her sister fiend, 

1 levouring pestilence,- to curse the scene 1— 

1 came—1 toil’d—reform’d—redress’d the whole. 
And lo 1 my recompense 1—But 1 relapse.— 

What is your suit ? 

Athol. We sue, my liege, for peace. 

King. Say, that my lenity should grant your prayer. 
How for the future shall I rest assur’d 
Of your allegiance ? 

Athol. Stuart shall be left 

The pledge of our behaviour. 

King. And your arms 

Ere noon to-morrow shall bo yielded up. 

Athol. This too shall be perform’d. 

King. Then mark me. Thane. 

Because the loins, from whence my father sprung, 

()n thee too life bestow’d, enjoy the gift. 

1 pardon what is past. In peace consume 
The winter of thy days. But if ye light 
'Th’ extinguished brand again, and brave my throne 
With new coinniotions—by th’ Eternal I’ow’r! 

No future guile, submission, or regard. 

Shall check my indignation 1 I will pour 
My vengeance in full volley; and the earth 
Shall dread to yield you succour or resource! 

Of this no more. Thy kinsman shall remain 
With us an hostage of thy promis’d faith. 

So shall our mercy with our prudence join. 

United brighten, and securely shine. 

ACT THE FOURTH. 

SCENE 1 — Stuart. 

Stuart. —This solitude but more foments despair! 
Recals, compares, and to the incessant pangs 
Of spite, revenge, and shame, condemns my soul 1 
Oh 1 what a miserable slave am 11 
Precipitated from the tow’ring hope 
Of eagle-eyed ambition, to th’ abyss 
Of mutt’ring horror, curs’d from thought to thought. 
—Ha, Jealousy 1—I feel th’ infernal power 1 
Her hissing snakes arouse, her torch inflames 
My madd’ning soul 1—Yes, if he thus permits 
My feet to range at will, my vengeful hand 
Will soon requite him. [Enter Griur, 

SCENE n.—S tuart, Grime. 

Grime. Wherefore thus tdone? 

Thy noble kinsman, who now parted hence. 
Observes a sullen cloud o’erhang thy brow. 

Since from the dungeon to his wish restor’d. 

A mute aversion to his love, secludes 
Thy lonely steps— 
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Stwurt. Yes,—^thou thyself hast nam’d 

The cause aecnrs’d!—^ha, from the dungeon freed!— 
And freed by whom!—there’s poison in the thought! 
—Am I not hostage of my uncle’s shame ? 

Qrime. Thou dwell’st on that too much. Eew 
live exempt 

From disappointment and disgrace, who run 
Ambition’s rapid course. Inur’d to pain. 

The harden’d soul, at last, forgets to feel 
The scourge of fate; and fearless rushes on 
'To deeds advent’rous. 

Stuart. Who shall frame th’ attempt 

That Stuart dreads t’ achieve ?—Not pestilence. 
Nut raging seas, nor livid flames can bound 
My dauntless undertaking!—Tell me. Grime, 

For thou wast train’d to feats of horrid proof. 

Since not the voice of Ileav’n itself can lure 
My honour back again—what pow’r of hell 
Shall 1 invoke to deepen my revenge ? [pow’r. 
Grime. 11a! Didst thou say revenge?—^IlaiJ, sable 
To me more dear than riches or renown! 

What gloomy joy to drench the dagger deep 
In the proud heart of him who robb’d my fame! 
My fortune thwarted, or essay’d by fraud 
To poison my delights ? 

Stuart. Ha! thou hast rous’d [Grime. 

The seorpion-thought that stings me!—Mark me. 
Our baffled cause could not alann me thus: 

If comiuest for the foe declar’d to-day. 

Our arms again the vagrant might compel. 

And chain her to our side. Hut know, my love 
Has been defrauded! Eleonora’s heart 
That wretch invades—that ravisher, who cropp’d 
My budding fame, and sunk me to reproach! 

He, whom ray jealousy, in all its rage. 

Hath singled for destruction! 

Grime. He shall die 1— [impal’d! 

Stuart. Yes,—he shall die!—lie shall be flea’d— 
And his tom bowels thrown to beasts <.f prey; 

My savage hate shall ou his tortures feed! 

I will have vengeance! 

Grime. Wouldst thou have it full. 

Include his patrons. 

Stuart. Ha!—^What—shall my arm 

Unsheath the secret steel ? 

Grime. Yes. Strike at once. 

For liberty, ambition, and revenge. 
la.’t the proud tyrant yield his haughty soul; 

And all his ofisprlng swell the sanguine stream. 
Let Angus perish too. 

Stuart. O wond’rous plan 

Of unrestrain’d barbarity!—It suits 
The horrors of my bosom !—All!—^What, all ? 

In slaughter’d heaps—^the progeny and sire! 

To sluice them in th’ unguarded hour of rest! 
Infernal sacrifice!—dire, ev’n too dire 
For my despair! To me what have they done 
To merit such returns ?—No, my revenge 
Demands the blood of one, and he shall fall. 

Grime. It shall suffice. Dunbar shall bleed alone. 
But let us seize him on the verge of bliss; 

When the fond maid’s enkindling looks confess 
The flames of bashful love; when eager joy. 

And modest fear, by turns exalt the blush 
'I’o a more fervid glow; when Eleonora 
Unfolds Elysium to his raptur’d view. 

And smiles him to her arms. 

Stuart, Ha! Lightning scorch 

'Tliy tongue, blasphemer! Sooner may this globe 
Be hurl’d to the profound abyss of hell!— 

But vain are wor^. This is no place—remember 


He shall not triumph thus! Thou hast belied him— 
He means it not Nor will the syren smile— 

No, Grime, she dares not smile him to her arms 1 
Grime. Reproach, or mute disgust is the reward 
Of candid friendship, that disdains to hide 
Unpalatable truth!—I tell thee, youth," 

Betroth’d by Angus to Dunbar, she yields 
Her plighted faith, this hour.—^But see!—the maid 
Moves hitherward alone!— 

Stuart Haste, leave me. Grime I 

My soul is up in arms!—my vengeance boils! 
Love, jealousy, implacable despair 
In tempests wheel.— 

Grime. Thou shalt not tarry here!— 

Thy frantic rage may rashly overturn 
Our whole design!— 

Stuart Let me not urge again 

Thy swift departure; hence! 1 come anon. 

\_Exit Grime, 

SCENE in.—S tuaht, Eleonora. 

Stuart. When last we parted, love had reconcil’d 
Our mutual jealousies! and breath’d anew 
The soul of harmony within our breasts.— 

Hast thou not, since that period, entertain’d 
One adverse tliought to constancy and me? 

Eleon. Say, who invested thee with pow’rsupremc 
O’er Eleonora’s conduct; that thou cora’st 
With frowning aspect, thus, to judge my fame ?—, 
Hast thou not forfeited all claim to me? ' 

Have 1 not seen thee stray from honour’s path? 
And shall my love be to the breast confin’d 
Where treason in her darkest hue presides ? 

No!—let me wipe thee, blotted as thou art. 

From my abhorrent thoughts!— 

Stuart. Not all this pride 

Of mimic virtue—^not th’ assembled host 
()f female wiles, how exquisite soe’er. 

Shall shelter thee, deceiver!—What new stain 
Defiles my bosom, since the morning saw 
'J’hy tenderness o'erflow; and heard tliy tongne 
Seduce me to thy faithless arms again ? 

Eleun. Is this tlic testimony of thy love ? 

This thy asserted honour! to revile 
1 lefencclcss innocence?—But this will aid .» 

My duty—to forget thee. Dost thou ask 
What recent outrage has estrang’d my heart?— 
There needed none. The measure of thy guilt 
Was full enough before. Yet thou hast heap'd 
(.Iffcuccs to excess. In battle fought 
Against thy king; and sought, with lifted arm. 
My father's life—^ungrateful as thou art! 

Know then, the honour of my name forbids 
Our fates to join; and it shall ne’er be said. 

That Eleonora, lost to glory, took 
A traitor to her bed!— 

Stuart. Perfidious witch! 

Thy charms shall not avail thee; for I come 
Th’ avenging minister of broken faith! 

To claim the promis’d friiitage of my love— 

Or—mark me—punish with thy guilty blood. 

Thy peijury and firaud!— 

Eleott. Wilt thou attempt 

To gain by menaces, what the soft sigh 
Of plaintive anguish would implore itl vam ? 

Here strike—and let thy ruthless poniard drink 
'The blood of Douglas, which has often flow’d 
In virtue’s cause; and ev’ry soil enrich’d, 

From wintry Scania to the sacred vale 
Where Lebanon exalte his lofty brow. [peace— 

Stuart Egregious sorc’ress!—^give me hick my 
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Bid yesterday return, that saw my youth 
Adorn’d in all its splendour, and elate 
With gen’rous pride and dignity of soul!— 

Ere yet thy spells had discompos’d my brain. 
Unstrung my arm, and laid me in the dust. 
Beneath a rival’s feet 1 

Eicon, Hear, all ye powers 1 

He claims of me, what his own conscious guilt 
Hath robb’d him of. And dost thou look for peace 
In my afflicted bosom ? There, indeed. 

Thine image dwells with solitude and care. 

Amidst the devastation thou hast made! [ Weeps. 

Stuart. U crocodile!—Curse on these faithless 
drops 

Which fall but to ensnare!—Thy precious words 
Hhall sooner Inll the sounding surge, than check 
The fury that impels me!—Yet—by Heav’n, 

'Thou art divinely fair! and thy distress 
With magic softness ev’ry charm improves!— 
Wert thou not false as hell, not paradise 
Could more perfection boast!—0! let me turn 
My fainting eyes from thy resistless face; 

And from my sense exclude the soothing sound 
Of thy enchanting tonmie!—Yet—^yet renounce 
Thine infidelity—To thine embrace 
Receive this wanderer—this wretch forlorn!— 
Speak peace to his distracted soul; and ease 
'I'he tortures of his bosom! 

Eicon. Hapless youth! 

My heart bleeds for thee!—careless of her own. 
Bleeds o’er thy sorrows 1 ’mid the flinty rocks 
My tender feet would tread to bring thee balm: 

Or, unrepining, tempt the pathless snow!— 

O! could my death rccal thy banish’d quiet! 

Here would I kneel, a suppliant to Heav’n, 

In thy behalf; and offer to the grave 
The price of thy repose!—Alas! I fear 
Our days of pleasure are for ever past! 

Stuart. O thou hast joy and horror in thy gift! 
And sway’st my soul at will!— bless’d in thy love. 
The memory of sorrow and disgrace, 

’I’hat preys upon my youth, would soon forsake 
My raptur’d thought, and hell should plot in vain 
'I'o sever us iq^ain !—O let me clasp thee, 
Thouuiharm ineffable! 

Eicon. Forbear, fond youth, 

Our unrelenting destiny hath rais’d 
Eternal bars between us! 

Stuart Ha!—^what bars ? 

Elcmi. A sacrifice demanded by my sire— 

A vow- 

Stuart. Perdition!—Say what vow, rash maid? 

Eicon. A fatal vow! that blasts our mutual love— 

Stuart. Infernal vipers gnaw thy heart!—^A 
A vow that to ray rival gives thee up! [vow!— 
Shall he then trample on my soul at last!— 

Mock my revenge and laugh at my despair! 

Ha!—shall he rifle all thy sweets at will. 

And riot in the transports due to me ? 

Th’ accursed image whirls aronnd my brain!— 

He pants with rapture!—Horror to my soul! 

He surfeits on delight!— 

Eicon. , 0 gentle Heav’n 1 

I«t thy soft mercy on his soul descend 
In dews of peace!—Why roll with fiery gleam 
Thy starting eye-balls!—^Why on thy pale cheek 
Trembles fell rage!—and why sustains thy frame 
This universal shock ?—Is it, alas! 

That I have sworn, I never will be thine ?— 

True, this I swore.— 

Stuart Ha!—^never to be mine. 


Th’ awaken’d hurricane begins to rage!— 

Be witness, Heav’n, and earth, and hell I she mean 
To glad the bosom of my foe!—Come, then. 
Infernal vengeance! aid me to perform \_Drawi 
A deed that fiends themselves will weep to see! 

Thus, let me blast his full-bloom’d- 

[Enter Dunbar, who interposes 

SCENE IV.—^Dunbar, Stuart, Eueonora. 

Dun. Ruffian, holi 

Thy desp’rate hand!—^What fury ’scap’d from hell 
Inspires thy rage to wanton in the blood 
Of such excelling goodness?— 

Stuart Infamy 

Like mine, deface the glories of thy name I 
What busy demon sent thee hither, now. 

My vengeance to defeat ?—The hour is come— 
The hour is come at last, that must decide 
For ever our pretensions! 

Dun. Whatsoe’er 

Thy hate could meditate against my life 
My nature might forgive. But this attempt 
Divests my soul of mercy— 

Stuart Guide my point. 

Ye powers of darkness, to my rival’s heart. 

Then take me to yourselves. [Theyfujht 

Eicon. Restrain—^restrain 

Your mutual frenzy!—Horror!—helji—^behold— 
Behold this miserable bosom!—plunge 
Your poniards here; and in its fatal source 
Your enmity assuage! 

Stuart [Jailing.] It will not be— 

Thy fortune hath eclips’d me, and the shades 
Of death environ me. Yet, what is death 
When honour brings it, but th’ eternal seal 
Of glory, never—never to be broke! 

O thou hast slain me in a dreadful hour I 
My vengeance frustrated—^my prospect curs’d 
With thy approaching nuptials, and my soul 
Dismiss’d in all her—Eleonora!—Oh! [Dies 

SCENE V.—Dunbar, Eukonora. 

Dun. Ah! wherefore dost thou wring thy tendci 
In woeful attitude ?—ah! wherefore lift [hand; 
Thy streaming eyes to Heav’n; while the deep groat 
Dilates thy lab’rmg breast? 

Eicon. This is too much— 

This is too much to hear—^thou hast destroy’d 
My last remains of peace! 

Dun. And was thy peace 

Deposited in him ?—in him who rais’d 
His impious hand to kill thee ?—Is it well 
To mourn his fall, and thus accuse the blow 
That rescu’d thee from death ? 

Eicon. I blame not thee. 

No, Ileav’n forbid!—I blame not my protector— 
Yet thy protection has nndone me quite! 

And I will mourn—for ever mourn the hour— 
Th’ ill-omen’d hour, that on thy sword conferr’d 
Such terrible success—How pale appear [glow’d 
These clay-cold cheeks where grace and vigom 
O dismal spectacle!—How humble now 
Lies that ambition that was late so proud!— 

Did he not call me with his latest breath?— 

He would have said—but cruel fate controll’d 
His falt’ring tongue!—he would have said, “ Foi 
“ For thee, false maid, I perish undeplor’d 1” [thee 
O! hadst thou known how obstinately true 
My heart remain’d to thee, when thy own guilt. 
My duty, and thy rival’s worth, conspir’d 
To banish thee from thence, thy partmg soul 
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VYonld have acquitted—nay, perhaps, bewail’d 
My persecuted truth 1 

Dim. O turn thine eyes 

From the sad object!—Turn thy melting thoughts 
From the disastrous theme, and look on me— 

On me who would with ecstasy resigu 
This wretched la'ing, to be thus embalm’d 
With Eleonora’s tears 1—Were I to fall, 

Thy pity would not thus lament my fate! [move, 
Eicon. Thy death such lamentation would not 
More envied than bemoan’d;—thy memory 
Would still be cherish’d; and thy name survive 
'To latest ages, in immortal bloom.— 

Ah, ’tis not so with him!—lie leaves behind 
No dear remembrance of unsullied feme! 

No monument of glory, to defy [shame 1 

'I'lie storms of time!—Nought but reproach and 
Nought, but perpetual slander, brooding o’er 
His reputation lost!—O fearful scene 
Of dire existence, that must never close! 

SCENE VI.— Anous entering, Eleonora, 

Dunbah, Attendants. [slain ! 

Ang. What sound of female woe—Ila! Stuart 
Alas ! 1 fear thou art the fatal cause! [ To Eleonora. 

Eicon. Too well my father has divin'd the cause 
Of their unhappy strife'—Wherefore, ye powers! 
Am I to misery deliver’d up ? 

What kindred crime, alas! am I decreed 
To expiate, that misfortunes fall so thick 
()n my ))oor head ? 

Ang. [to D«».] How durst your lawless r ge 
Profane this sacred place with private brawl? 

JJan. lly Ileav’n! no place, how ntuch soe’er 
rever’d, 

Shall screen th’ assassin, who, like him, would aim 
The nitird’rotis .steel at Eleonora’s breast! [just 
Ang. Ila!—were his aims so merciless?—'Too 
The vengeance that o’ertook him! lJut th’ event 
With this unstable juncture ill accords 1 
Remove the Isidy. 'Thou meanwhile retire; 

Thy presence may awake, or aggravate 

The rage of Athol. [ The limb/ is remored. 

Dun. Therefore I obey; 

And O thou lovely mourner! who now droop’.st 
lake the spread rose beneath th’ inclement shower, 
When next we meet, J ho|M> to see thee bloom 
IVith vernal freshness, and again unfold 
Thy beauties to the sun 1 [Exit Dunbar. 

SCENE VII.— Anous, Eleonoiia. 

Ang. lA?t us, iny child, 

liament with steadiness those ills that flow 
From our mishap; j et therefore not ascribe 
To self-demerit, impotently griev’d. 

The guilt of accident. 'Thou hast enough 
Denoted thy concern—Let me not think 
riiv sorrow hath espous’d a traitor’s cause. 

ki, •on. Ah! what avails to me tlie hard-won palm 
)f fruitless virtue ?—Will it lull to rest 
nternal anguish?—Will it yield me peace? 

Ang. Thy indiscreet affliction shall not plead 
Against thee with me now. Kemeniber this. 

If thou art weak enough to harbour still 
A guilty flame ; to thy assistance call 
That noble pride and dignity of scorn, 
iVhich warms, exidts, and purifies the soul— 
tut 1 will trust thee to thyself. Witlidraw ; 

<’or Athol comes, and on his visage low’rs 
V storm of wrath. [A’aiV Eleonora. 

SCENE VIII.— Angus, A'riiot,. 

Athol. Are these the fair ctfects 


Of our submission!—These, the promis’d frails 
Of amity restor’d 1—to violate 
'The laws of hospitality—^to guide 
'The midnight murderer's inhuman blow. 

And sacrifice your guests! 

Ang. That Athol mourns 

This unforeseen severity of fate, 

I marvel not. My own paternal sense 
Is wak’d by sympathy j and I condole 
Ilis interesting loss. But thus to tax 

< )ur blameless faith with traitorous design. 

Not with our pure integrity conforms. 

Nor with thy duty, Thane. 

Athol. Ila! who art thou, 

That I should bear thy censure and reproof? 

Not protestation, north’ afiected air 
Of sympathy and candour, shall amuse 
My strong conception, nor elude the cry 
Of justice and revenge! 

Ang. Had jmstice crav’d. 

With rigid voice, the debt incurr’d by thee, [deeds 
How haidst thou far’d? Say, what hath plac’d thy 
Alwve my censure ? Ix;t this day’s event 
Proclaim how far 1 merit thy disdain. 

'That my humanity is misconceiv’d. 

Not much alarms my wonder: conscious fraud 
Still harbours with suspicion. Let me tell thee- - 
'The fate of Stuart was supremely just 
'Th’ untimely stroke his savage heart prepar’d 
Against the guiltless breast of Eleonora, 

Avenging Hcav’n retorted on himself. 

Athol. I thought where all thy probity would end, 
Disguis’d accomplice!—But remember, lord. 
Should this bloial-spotted bravo ’scape, secure 
In thy protection, or th’ unjust extent 

< )f regal pow’r, by all my wrongs! I’ll spread 
'The seeds of vengeance o’er th’ affrighted laud. 
And blood shall answer blood! 

Ang, How far thy threats 

Are to be fear’d, we know.—But see, tlic king! 

SCENE IX.—King, Angus, Atuoi, 

King. 'Tell me, proud 'Thanes, why arc ye found 
op|X)s’d 

In loud revilings? You that should promote^ 

By fair example, unity and peace! 

Atluil. Ilavelnot cause to murmur and complmn? 
Stuart, the latest gift and dearest pledge 
Of love fraternal, sooth’d my bending age: 

Him hath the unrelenting dagger torn 
E'rom my parental arms; and left, alas! 

'This sapless trunk, to stretch its wither’d boughs 
'To you for justice!—.Justice then 1 crave. 

King. 'To send the injur’d unredress’d away. 
How f^eat soe’er th’ offender, or the wrong’d 
Howe’er obscure, is wicked—weak and vile: 

1 legrades, defiles, and should dethrone a king! 

Say freely, 'Thane, who has aggriev’d thee thu.s, 
And, were he dear as her who shares our throne. 
Thou shaft have ample vengeance. 

Athol. 'Then I charge 

The son of March with perfidy and murder! 

Ang. Were 1 with mean indifference to bear 
TIT envenom’d tongue of calumny traduce 
Defi'uceless worth, 1 should hut ill deserve 
Your royal confidence. Dunbar has slain 
'The kinsman of this Thane ; yet fell he not 
By murder, cowardice, or foul design. 

'The sword of Stewart was already drawn 
'To sacrifice my daughter, when Dunbar, 

By Heav’n directed hither, interpos'd. 
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Redeem'd the trembling victim, and repell’d 
Hk rival’s fuiy on his hapless head. 

Athd. Must I refer me to the partial voice 

Of an invet’rate foe ?—No, I reject 
The tiunted evidence, and rather claim 
The combat proof. Enfeebled are my limbs 
With age that creeps along my nerves unstrung. 
iTet shall the justice of my cause recal 
My youthful vigour, ronse my loit’ring blood. 
Swell every sinew, strengthen every limb. 

And crown me with success. Behold my gage: 

I wait for justice. 

King. Justice shalt thou have— 

Nor shall an equitable claim depend 
On such precarious issue. Who shall guard 
The weak from violence, if brutal force 
May vindicate oppression ? Truth alone 
Shall rule the fair decision, and thy wrongs. 

If thou art wrong’d, in my nnbiass’d sway 
Shall find a just avenger.—Let Dunbar [ To Angus. 
Appear when urg’d, and answer to the cWgc. 

[A'xeunt King, Angus, 

SCENE X.—ATHOI, Gbuie. [come. Grime I 
AtM. Curse on the smooth dissembler I—Wel- 
My soul is wrought to the siiblimest rage 
(If horrible revenge 1—If aught remain’d 
Of cautious scruple, to the scatt’ring winds 
I give the phantom. May this carca.ss rot, 

A loathsome banquet to the fowls of heav’n. 

If e’er my breast admit one thought to bound 
The progress of my hate! 

Grime. What means my prinee ? 

Athol. Th’ unhappy youth is slain! 

Grime, Ha 1—Hell be prais’d 1 [ Aside, 

He was a peevish stripling, prone to change. 

Vain in condolence. Let our swords be swift 
To sate his hov’ring shade. I have conferr’d 
With trusty Cattan, our design explain’d, 

And his full aid secur’d. To-night he rules 
The middle watch. The clans already move 
In silence o’er the plain. 

Athol. Come, then, ye powers 

That dwell with night, and patronize revenge! 
Attend our invocation, and confirm 
Th’^ixterminating blow!— My boughs are lopp'd. 
But they will sprout again : my vig’rous trunk 
Shall flourish from the wound my foes have made. 
And yet again project an awful shade 


ACT THE ITFTH. 

SCENE I.— ^Kino, Queen, Dunbar. 
Queen. O! this was more than the ill-sorted train 
Of uudetermin’d fancy—this convey’d 
No loose imperfect images : but all 
Was dreadfully distinct I as if the hand 
Of fate had wrought it. I’rofit by those signs— 
Your guardian angel dictates. O, my prince 1 
Ia‘t not your blind security disgrace 
'riiC merit of your prudence. 

King. No, my queen, 

last us avoid the opposite extremes 
Of negligence supme, and prostrate fear. 

Already hath our vigilance perform’d 
W hat caution justifies. And for thy dream; 

As such consider it—^the vain effect 
Of an imagination long disturb’d. 

Life with substantial ills enough is curs’d: 

Why should we then with frantic zeal pursue 


Unreal care j and with illusive form. 

Which our own teeming brain produc’d, affrignt 
Our reason from her throne ? 

Queen. In all your course 

Of youthful glory, when the guiding hand 
Of warlike Henry led you to the field; 

When ray soul suffer’d the successive pangs 
Of fond impatience and repressive fear; 

When ev’ry reeking messenger from France, 
Wreath’d a new garland for Albania’s prince. 

And shook my bosom with the dreadful taie 
That spoke your praise; say, did my weak despa> 
Recal you from the race ? Did not my heart 
Espouse your fame, and patiently await 
The end of your career?—01 by the joys 
I felt at your return, when smiling love, 

Secure, with rapture reigned—0 ! by these tears. 
Which seldom plead; indulge my boding soul! 
Arouse your conqu’ring troops; let Angus guard 
The convent with a chosen band. 'I’he soul 
Of treason is abroad! 

King. Ye ruling powers! 

Let me not wield the sceptre of this realm. 

When my degen’rate breast becomes the haunt 
Of haggard fear. O! what a wretch is he. 

Whose fev’rish hfe, devoted to the gloom 
Of superstition, feels th’ incessant throb 
()f ghastly panic! in whose startled ear 
The knell still deepens, and the raven croaks! 

Queen. V ain be my terrors, my presages vain— 
Yet with my fond anxiety comply. 

And my repose restore! Not for myself. 

Not to prolong the season of my life. 

Am 1 thus suppliant 1 Ah no 1 for you. 

For you whose being gladdens and protects 
A grateful people— you, whose parent boughs 
Defend your tender offspring from the blasts 
That soon would tear them up! for you, the source 
Of all our happiness and peace, I fear 1 [A'«ec/s. 

Kings. Arise, my queen—0! thou art sdl com- 
Of melting piety and tender love 1 [pos’d 

Thou shalt be satisfied.—^Is ev’ry guard 
By Angus visited? 

Dun. Ev’n now, my liege. 

With Ramsay and his troop, he scours the plain. 

King. Still watchful o’er his charge.—The lib’ral 
Of bounty will have nothing to liestow, [hand 
Ere Angus cease to merit!—Say, Dunhar, 

Who rules the nightly watch ? 

Dun. To Cattan’s care 

The city guard is subject 

King. 1 have mark’d 

Much valour in him. Hie thee to him, youth. 
And bid him with a chosen few surround 
The cloisters of the convent; and remain 
Till morn full streaming shall relieve his watch. 

[_Kxit Dunhar 

Thus shall repose with glad a-ssurance waft 

Its balmy blessing to thy troubled breast [E.reunt. 

SCENE IL — Grime, Cattan. 

Grime. Thus far, brave Cattan, fortune seems 
To recompense ns for the day’s disgrace, [inclin'd 
Our band conceal'd within the cloisters, wait 
With eagerness and joy th’ auspicious hour. 

To perpetrate the deed. It now remains 
To regulate our conduct and to each 
His share of this great enterprise assign. 

If Angus lives, in vain our arms devote 
The usurper and his progeny to death: 

His power and principles will still supply 
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Eresh obstacles, which all our fiiture efforts 
Can ne’er surmount 

Cat. Then let our swords prevent 

All further opposition, and at once 
Dismiss him to the shades. 

Grime. Thine he the task— 

I know with what just indignation burns 
Thy gen’rous hate, against the partial Thane, 

Who, to thine age and services, preferr’d 
A raw unpractis’d stripling. 

Cat. Ila!—^no more. 

The bare remembrance tortures me!—O Grime 1 
How will my soul his mortal groans enjoy ! 

Grime. While we within perform th’intrcpidblow. 
To his apartment thou shall move alone; 

Nor will pretence be wanting: Say, thou bring’st 
Intelligence important, that demands 
His instant ear:—then shall thou find thy foe 
Unarm’d and unattended. Need my tongue 
Instruct thee further? 

Cal. No, let my revenge 

Suggest what follows.—By the pow’rs of hell 1 
I will l)e drunk with vengeance 1 

Grime. To thy guard 

Meanwhile repair, and watch till he returns 
With Itamsay from the plain. But see! they come; 
We must avoid them, and retire unseen. [Axcan/. 

SCENE III. —An Aparlmail. —Anous, IUmsav. 

Am/. By Ileav’n it mueh alarms me!—Wide o’er 
The dusky plain, by the fires half extinct, [all 
Are seen the soldiers, roll’d in heaps confus'd. 

The slaves of brutal appetite. —Save those 
Beneath thy discipline, scarce one remains 
From the contagion free. 

/lam. When we return’d 

Fatigu’d from battle, numbers brought, unask’d, 
Hefreshinents for the wounded from the town : 
Thence the temptation spread from rank to rank. 
And few resisted. 

Any. But that 1 consult 

lHy king’s tranquillity, and would not wake 
Th’ affrighted citizens witli an alarm. 

An hundred trumjicts should this instant raise 

Their brazen throats together, and arouse 

Th’ extended sluggard.s.—Go, my valiant friend. 

And with thy uninfected troop attend 

To ev’ry motion of th’ uncertain night [^EAtHam. 

SCENE IV.— Angus. 

Any. Now the loud tempest of the toilful day 
Subsides into a calm; and yet my soul 
Still labours through the storm I—By day or night. 
In florid youth, or mellow age, scarce fleets 
One hour without its care I—Not sleep itself 
Is ever balmy; for the shadowy dream 
Oft bears substantial woe I 

SCENE V.— Angus, Cattan. 

Cat. My noble lord. 

Within the portal as I kept my watch. 

Swift gliding shadows, by the glimmering moon, 

1 could perceive in forms of armed men. 

Possess the space that borders on the porch.— 

I question’d thrice; they yielded no reply: 

And now the soldiers, rang’d in close array. 

Wait your command. 

Any. Quick, lead me to the place— 

Foul treason is at work 1— 

Cat. It were not good 

To venture forth unarm’d;—courageous Thane, 
Receive this dagger. 
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{^Attempts to stab Angus, who wrests the 
dagger from him, and kills him. 

Any. Ha, perfidious slave I [’scape. 

What means this base attempt?—Thou shall not 
Cat. Curse on my feeble arm that fail’d to strike 
The poniard to th^ heart I—How like a dog 
I tamely tall despis’d I 
Ang. Fell ruffian I say. 

Who set thee on ?—This treachery, I fear, 

Is but the prelude to some dreadful scene 1— 

Cat. Just are thjr terrors.—By the infernal gulf 
That opens to receive me 1 I would plunge 
Into th’ abyss with joy, could the success 
Of Athol feast my sense 1 

[A noise of clashing swords and shrieks. 

—Ua 1—now the sword 
Of slaughter smokes!—Th’ exulting Thane surveys 
Th’ imperial scene; while grimly smiling Grime, 
With purple honours deck’d,— 

Ang. Tremendous powers I 

Cat. O’er the fall’n tyrant strides— [Ui'es. 

Ang. Heav’n shield us all I 

Amazing horror chills me 1—Ha 1 Dunbar 1 
Then treason triumphs 1—O my son 1 my son I 

SCENE VI.—Angus, Dunbab, wounded. 

Dun. I sought thcc, noble 'fhanc, while yet my 
Obey their lord.—1 sought thee, to unfold [limbs 
I My zealous soul, ere yet she takes her flight. 

I Stretch’d on the ground, these eyes beheld the king 
Transfix’d, a lifeless corse! and saw this arm 
Too late to save—too feeble to avenge him I— 

Any. Wcep, Caledonia, weep I—thy peace is slain— 
Thy father and thy king!—0! this event. 

Like a va.st mountain, loads my stagg’ring soul. 

And crushes all her pow’rs!—But say, my friend. 

If yet thy strength i)ennits, how this bcfel. 

Dun. A band of rebels, glean’d from the defeat 
By Athol, lurk’d behind th’ adjacent hills: 

These, faithless Cattan, favour’d by the night. 
Admitted to the city, join’d their power 
With his corru])1cd guard, and hither led them 
Unmark’d, where soon they enter’d unoppos’d.— 
Alarm’d, I strove—but strove, alas 1 in vain. 

To the sad seene ere I could force my way. 

Our monarch was no more I Around him laj 
An heap of traitors, whom his single ann 
Had slam before he fell.—Th’ unhappy queen. 
Who, to defend her consort’s, had oppos’d 
Her own defenceless frame, expiring, pour’d 
Her mingling blood in copious stream with his I 
Ang. Illustrious victims!—() disastrous fate! 
Unfeeling monsters! execrable fiends! 

'I’o wanton thus in royal blood! 

Dun. 0 Thane I 

How shall I speak the sequel of my tale! 

How will thy fond parental heart be rent 
With mortal anguish, when my tongue relates 
The fate of Eleonora! 

Ang. Ha!—my fears 

Anticipate thy words!—0 say, Dunhar, 

How fares my child! 

Dun. 'The shades of endless night 

Now settle o’er her eyes!—heroic maid! • 

She to th’ assaulted threshold bravely ran. 

And, with her snowy arms, supplied a bolt 
'I’o bar their entrance:—^but the barb’rous crew 
Broke in impetuous, crush’d her slender limb. 
When Grime, his dagger brandishing, exclaim’d, 
Behold the sorc’ress, whose accursed charms 
Betray’d the youth, and whose invet’rate sire 
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This day revers’d our fortune in the field 1— 

This for revenge!—then plung’d it in her breast I 
Axfj. Infernal homicide 1 
Djm. There—^there, I own, 

He vanquish’d me indeed!—What though I rush’d 
Through many a wound, and in th’ assassin’s heart 
lmbru<^ my faithful steel.—^But sec, where comes, 
By her attendants led, the bleeding fair! 

SCENE VIL —Anous, DranAn, Eleonoba 
wounded and supported. 

Eicon. Here set me down—^vain is your kind 
concern. 

Ah 1 who with parent tenderness will bless 
My parting souk and close my beamless eyes 1 
Ah 1 who defend me. and with pious care 
To the cold grave commit my pale remains 1 

[^Swoons. 

Ang. 0 misery!—look up—^thy father calls— 
'[Embracing her. 

Eicon. What angel borrows that paternal voice! 
Ha! lives my father ?—Ye propitious powers I 
He folds me in his arms—yes, he survives 
The havoc of this night 1—O let me now 
Y ield up my fervent soul with raptur’d praise! 

Eor Angus Jives t’ avenge his murder’d prince. 

To save his country, and protract his blaze 
Of glory farther still I 
Ang. And is it thus 

Hie melting parent clasps his darling child! 

My heart is tom with agonizing pangs 
Of complicated woe! 

Dun. The public craves 

Immediate aid from thee.—But I wax weak.— 

Our infant king, surrounded in the fort. 

Demands thy present help.— 

Ang. Yes, loyal youth. 

Thy glorious wounds instruct me what 1 owe 
To my young sov’reign, and iny country’s jieace! 
But how shall 1 sustam the rav'nous tribe 
Of various griefs, that gnaw me all at once? 

My royal master falls, my country groans, 

And cruel fate has ravish’d from my side 
My dearest daughter, and my best-lov’d friend I 
Dun. Thy praise shall be thy daughter; and thy 
Survive unehang’d in ev’ry honest breast, [friend 
Ang. Must we then part for ever?—What a plan 
Of peaceful happiness my hope had laid 
In thee and her!—alas 1 thou fading flower. 

How fast thy sweets consume!—come to my arms. 
That I may taste them ere they fleet away! 

[Embracing her. 

O exquisite distress 1 
Elcm. Eor me, my father. 

For me let not the bootless tear distil.— 

Soon shall I be with those who rest secure 
From all th’ inclemencies of stormy life. 

Ang. Adieu, my children!—never shall I hear 
Thy cheering voice again!—a long farewell! 

[Exit Angus. 

SCENE VllL— Donbah, Eleonora. 

Dun. Soon shall our shorten’d race of life lie 
Our day already hastens to its close •, [run.— 

And night eternal comes.—Yet, though I touch 
The land of peace, and backward view, well pleas’d. 
The tossing wave from which I shall be free. 

No rest will greet me on the silent shore. 

If Eleonora sends me hence unbless’d. 

Eicon. Distemper’d passion, when we parted last. 
Usurp’d my troul.lcd bosom, and Dunbar 
With horror was beheld. But reason now 


With genial mildness beams upon my soul. 

And represents thee justly, as thou art. 

The tend’rest lover, and the gentlest friend. 

Dun . O transport, to my breast unknown beft re 
Not the soft breeze, upon its fragrant wings. 

Wafts such refreshing gladness to the heart 
Of panting pilgrims, as thy balmy words 
To my exhausted spirits!—hut, alas I 
Thy purple stream of life forsakes apace 
Its precious channels!—on thy pAish’d check 
The blowing roses fade; and o’er thine eyes 
Deatli sheds a misty languor I 
Eicon. Let me lean 

Upon thy friendly arm—^yet, 0 retire I 
That guilty arm !—Say, did it ne’er rebel 
Against my peace ?—^But let me not revolve 
Those sorrows now.—^Werc Ileav’n again to raise 
That onee-lov’d head that lies, alas! so low ! 

And from the verge of death my life recal, 

What joy could visit my forlorn estate, 
Self-doom’d to hopeless woe I 
Dun. Must I then wander, 

A pensive shade, along the dreary vale. 

And groan for ever under thy reproach ? 

Ekon. Ah,no! thoufaithfnlyouth,shall 1 repay 
Thy love and virtue with ungrateful hate f 
These wounds that waste so lavishly thy life. 
Were they not all receiv’d in my defence? 

May no repose embrace me in the tomb. 

If my soul mourns not thy untimely fall 
With sister woe!—Thy passion has not reap’d 
Tile sweet returns its purity deseiw’d. 

JJun. A while forbear, pale minister of late. 
Forbear a while; and on my ravish’d ear 
Let the last mnsic of this dying swan 
.“Iteal in soft blandishment, divinely sweet! 

Then strike th’ unerring blow.- 

Eicon. That thus our hopes. 

Which blossom'd num’rous as the flow’ry spring, 
Are nipp’d untimely, ere the sun of joy 
Matur’d them into fruit, repine not, youth.— 

Life hath its various seasons, as the year; 

And after clust’ring autumn—^biit I faint— 
Supjxirt me nearer—in rich harvest’s rear 
Bleak winter must have lagg’d.—Oh! now I feel 
The leaden hand of death lie heavy on me.— 
Thine image swims before my straining eye— 
And now it disappears.—Speak—bid adieu 
I To the lost Eleonora—Not a word ?— 

Not one farewell ?—Alas! that dismal groan 
Is eloquent distress I—Celestial powers 

Protect my father, show’r upon his-Oh ! [ Dies. 

Dun . There fled the purest soul that ever dwelt 
In mortal clay!—I come, my love! 1 come— 
Where now the rosy tincture of these lips! 

The smile that grace ineffable dift'us’d! 

The glance that smote the soul with silent wonder! 
The voice that sooth’d the anguish of disease. 

And held attention captive!—Jjet me kiss 
This pale deserted temple of my joy! 

This, chastity, this, thy unspotted shade 
Will not refuse.—1 feel the grisly king— 

Through all my veins he shivers like the north— 
O Eleonora! as my flowing blood 
Is mix’d with thine—so may our mingling souls 
To bliss supernal wing our happy-Oh ! [Dies 

SCENE THE LAST. 

Angus, Ramsay, Athol, &c. Ib - isoners . 
Angus. Bright deeds of glory hath thine arm 
achiev’d. 
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Courageous Ramsay; and thy name sliall Jive 
For ever in tLe annais of renown. 

—But see, where silent as the noon of night 
These lovers Ue!—^rest—rest ill-fated pair! 

Your dear remembrance eJiall for ever dwell 
Witlnn the breast of Angus; and his love 
Oft with paternal tears bedew your tomb! 

Ram. O fatal scene of innocence destroy’d. 

Ang, [to Aik(jl.'\ 0 bloody autlior of this night’s 
mishap! ^ 

Whose impious hands are witli the sacred blood 
Of majesty distairi’d!—Contemplate here 
The havoc of thy crimes! and then bethink thee, 
What vengeance craves. 

Athol. With insolence of speech 

How dares thy tongue licentious thus insult 
I’hy sov’reign, Angus ?— Madly hath thy zeal 
Espous’d a sinking cause. But thou may’st still 
Hes«*rve my future favour. 

Ang. 0 thou stain 

Of fair nobility!—Thou bane of faith ! 

Thou woman-killing coward, who hast crept 
To the unguarded throne, and stabb’d tiiy j»rincc I 
What hath thy treason, blasted as it is, 

To bribe the soul of Angus to thy views? 

Athol. Soon shalt thou rue 1h’ indignity now 
On me thy lawful prince. Ves, talking lord! [thrown 
The day will soon appear, when I slmll rise 
Tn majesty and terror, to assert 
lily country’s freedom ; and at last avenge 
My own peculiar wrongs. When thou, and all 
n’hose grov’lling sycophants, wlio bow’d the knee 
To the usurper’s arbitrary sway, 

M^ill fawn on me. Ye temporizing slaves! 
Unchain your king; and teach your humble mouths 


To kiss the dust beneath my royal feet. [ Toike guard. 

Ang. The day will soon appear!—^l)ay shall not 
Return, before thy carcass be cast forth, [thrice 
Unburied, to the dogs and beasts of prey. 

Or, hiRh-exalted, piilrify in air, 

'Pile monument of treason. 

AOiol. Empty threat! 

Fate hath foretold that Athol shall be crown’d. 
i.n(j. Tlien hell hath cheated thee. Thou shalt 
I he crown’d 

I An iron crow n, intensely hot, shall gird 
^ Thy hoary temples; while the shouting crowd 
; Acclaims thee king of traitors. 

Ai/ufl. Lakes of fire !- 

Ila! suidst thou, lord, a glowing iron crown 
Shall gird my hoary temples!—>iow I feel 
Myself awake to misery and shame ! 

Ye sceptres, diadems, and rolling trains 
Of flatt’ring pomp, farewell!—C’urse on those 
Of idle superstition, that ensnare [dreams 

Th’ ambitious soul to wickedness and woe! 

Curse on thy virtue, which hath overthrown 
My elevated hopes! and may despair 
Descend in pestilence on all mankind ! 

Ang. Tliy curse just Ueav’n retorts upon thyself! 
To separate dungeons lead the rt gicides. 

[ R . r/t Guard with the Prisoners , 
From thirst of rule w hat dire disasters flow ! 

How flames that guilt ambition taught to glow ! 
Wish gains on wisli, desire surmounts desire ; 

1 lope fans the blaze, and envy feeds the fire. 

From crime to crime aspires the madd'ning soul; 
Nor I; ws, nor oatlis, nor fears its rage control; 

'Fill lleav’n at lengtli awakes, supremely just, 

And tevcLs all its tow’ring schemes in dust! 


THE REPKISAL: OR, THE TARS OF OLD ENGLAND. 

A COMEDY OF TWO ACTS. 

FIRST PERFORMED AT TUE THEATRE ROYAL IN DRURY LANF., IN 1757. 


PERSONS RF.PRERENTED. 

Heabtlt, a young gent, of Doneltinre, in love with Harriet. 
Brvsit, hisitcrvant. 

Champignon, commander of a French frigate 
OcLAiiBKR, an Irish lieiilenaui tn the French service. 
Maclaymore, a Hcolcli ensign in the French service. 

Lyon, Uenlcnant of an English man oj-ivar. 

ITaulyarb, a midshipman. 

Block, a sailor. 

ItARRiKT, a young lady of Dorsetshire, betrothed to Heartly. 
SuldieiB, Sailon>, &c. 

Scene. —On board a French ship lying at anchor on 
the coast of Normandy. 

PROLOGUE. 

An ancient sage, when death approach’d his bed, 

Conhipti’d to Pluto his devoted liead ; 

And, that no fiend might hiss, or prove uncivil, 

With VOW8 and prayers, he fairly brib’d the devil: 

Vet neither vows nor prayers, nor rich oblation, 

Could always save the sinner—from damnation. 

Thus authors, tott’riug on the brink of fate, 

The critic's rage with prologues deprecate; 

Vet oft the trembling bard implores in vain. 

The wit profess’d turns out a dunce in grain : 

No plea can then avert the dreadful sentence, 
lie must be d—n’d—in spite of all repentance. 

Here justice seems from hex straight hue to vaxTi 


No guilt attends a fact involuntary ; 

This maxim the whole cruel charge destroys. 

No pod sure was ever dull—by choice. 

8o pleads our culprit in liis own defence, 

You cannot prove his dulncss is*—prepense. 

He means to please—he owns no other view; 

And now presents you with—a sea ragout. 

A dish—howe’er you reliih his endeavours, 

Replete with a variety of flavours; 

A stout Hibernian, and ferocious 8rot, 

Together boiled in our enchanted pot, 

To taint these viands with the true fumet, 

He shreds a musty, vain, French—martinet. 

This stale ingredient might oui poriidge mar 
Without some acid juice of Kiiglish tar. 

To rouse the appetite the drum^hall rattle, 

And the dessert sh.jll he a bloodless battle 
What heart will fall to glow, what eye to brighten, 
When Britain's wrath arous'd begins to lighten ! 

I Her thunders roll—her fearless sons advance, 

And her red ensigns wave o’er the pale flowers of France 
Such game our fathers play’d m days of yoi%, 

When Edward's banners fann’d the Gallic shore; 

When Howard’s arm Bhaa’s vengeance hurl’d, 

And Drake diffus’d her fame around the world: 

Still shall that godlike flame your bosom Are, 

I'he gen’rous sou shall emulate the sire : 

Her ancient splendour England shall maintain,'t 
O’er distant realms extend her genial reign, V 
And rise—th' unrivall’d empress of the main, ) 

GO 
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ACT THE FIRST. 

SCENE I.—^Hgartly, Brush. 

Brush. Weix, if this he taking diversion on the 
water, God send me safe on English ground! and 
if ever I come in sight of the sea again, may a 
watery grave be my portion: first, to be terrified 
with the thoughts of drowning: secondly, to be 
tossed and tumbled about like a foot-ball: thirdly, 
to be drenched with sea-water: fonrtlUy, to be 
stunk to death with pitch and tar and the savoury 
scent of my fellow-sufferers: fifthly, to be racked 
witli perpetual puking, till my guts are turned in¬ 
side out; and, sixthly and lastly, to be taken 
prisoner and plundered by the French. 

Ileartly. Enough-enough- 

Brush, Enough!—aye, and to spare—I wish I 
could give part to those who envy my good fortune: 
but, how will the good Lady Bloomwell moralize 
when she finds her daughter Miss Harriet is fallen 
into the hands of Monsieur de Champignon! 

Ilearlly. No more—tliat reflection alarms me!— 
yet I have nothing to fear—as there is no war de¬ 
clared, we shall soon be released; and, in the mean 
time, the French will treat us with their usual 
politeness. 

Brash. Pox on their politeness! ah master! com¬ 
mend me to the blunt sincerity of the true surly 
British mastiff. The rascalUon that took ray purse 
bowed so low, and paid me so many compliments, 
that 1 ventured to argue the matter, in hopes of 
convincing him he was in the wrong; but he soon 
stopped my mouth with a vengeance, by clapping a 
cocked pistol to my ear, and telling me he should 
have the honour to blow my brains out. Another 
of these polite gentlemen begged leave to exchange 
hats with me: a third fell in love with niy silver 
shoe-buckles; nay, that very individual niee. but¬ 
tock of beef, which I had just begun to survey with 
looks of desire, after the dismal evacuation I had 
undergone, was ravished from my sight by two 
famished French wolvc.s, who beheld it with equal 
joy and astonishment. 

Jli'ortly. I must confess they plundered us with 
great dexterity and dcsp:itch; and even Monsieur 
de Champignon, the commander, did not keep his 
hands clear of the pillage, an instance of rapacious¬ 
ness I did not cxjiect to meet with in a gentleman 
and an ofiiccr. Sure he will behave as such to 
Harriet! 

Brush. Faith! not to flatter yon, sir, I take him 
to be one of those fellows who owe their good 
fortune to nothing less than their good works. He 
first rifled your mistress, and then made love to her 
with great gallantry; but you was in the right to 
call yourself her brother; if he knew you were his 
rival, you might pass your time very disagreeably. 

Hearth/. There are two officers on board, who 
seem to disapprove of his conduct: they would not 
be concerned in robbing us, nor would they suffer 
their soldiers to take any share of the prey, but 
condoled Harriet and me on our misfortune, with 
marks of real concern. 

Brush. You mean Lieutenant Oclabber and 
Ensign Maclaymore, a couple of d—ned renega- 
diK'S! --you lean upon a broken reed, if you trust to 
their compassion. 

Heariy, Oclabber I knew at Paris, when I tra¬ 
velled with iny brother, and he then bore the 
character of an honest man and a brave officer. 
The other is a Highlander, excluded, I suppose. 


from his own country on account of the late rebel¬ 
lion ; for that reason, perhaps, more apt to pity the 
distressed. I see their walking this way in close con¬ 
ference. While I go down to the cabin to visit my 
dear Harriet, you may lounge about and endeavour 
to overhear their conversation. {^Exeunt. 

SCENE IL— Oclabber, Maclaymore. 

Oel. Arrah, for what?—I don’t value Monsieur 
de Champignon a rotten potatoe; and when the 
ship goes ashore, I will be ^ter asking him a shivel 
question, as I told him to his face, when he turned 
his back upon me in the cabin. 

Mact, Weel, weel, Maister Oclabber, T won a 
tak’ upon me to say a’together ye’re in the wrung; 
but ye ken there’s a time for a’ things; and we man 
gang hooly and fairly, while we’re under command. 

OeJ. Yon may talk as you plaise, Mr. Maclay- 
morc—you’re a man of learning, honey. Indeed 
indeed I am always happy when you are spaiking, 
whether 1 am asleep or awake, a gra. But, by my 
shoul, I will maintain, after the breath is out of my 
body, that the English pleasure-boat had no right 
to be fcikcn before the declaration of war; much 
more the prisoners to be plundered, which you 
know is the prerogative of pirates and privateers. 

Marl. To be sure, the law of nations does na 
prescind that privilege in actual war; for ye ken, 
in ancient times, the victor teuk the sjmlia ojmna; 
and in my country, to this very day, we follow 
the auld practice, jKciutum prrrdas agerc. But then, 
ye man take notice, nae gentleman wad plmider a 
leddy—awa’, awa’!—fie for shame! and a right 
sonsy damsel too. I’m sure it made my heart wae 
to see the saut brine come happin o’er her winsome 
cheeks. 

Orl. Devil burn me! but my bowels wept salt 
water to see her sweet face Iwik so sorrowful!— 
och ! the delicate creature'—she’s the very moral 
of iny own honey, dear Sheelah < )’.Shannaghun, 
whom I left big with child in the county of Fer- 
menaghan, grammachree! -Ochone, my dear Shee¬ 
lah ! Look here, she made me this sword-belt, of 
the skin of a sea-wolf that I shot at the mouth of 
the Shannon; and I gave her at parting a nun’s 
discipline to keep her sweet flesh in order—oh! 
my dear honey captain, cried she, 1 shall never do 
penance, but 1 will be thinking of you. Ah! poor 
Sheelah, she once met with a terrible misfortune, 
gra. We were all a merry-nnaking at the castle of 
Ballyclough. And so Sheelah having drank' a cup 
too much, honey, fell down stairs out of a window. 
When I came to her, she told me, she was speech¬ 
less ; and by my shoul it was tree long weeks be¬ 
fore she got upon her legs again. Then I composed 
a lamentation in the Irish tongue—and sung it to 
the tune of Urimmendoo; but a friend of mine, of 
the order of Shaint Francis, has made a relation of 
it into English, and it goes very well to the words 
of Elen-a-Roon. 

Marl. Whether is’t an elegy or an ode ? 

Oel. IIow the devil can it be odd, when the 
verses are all even f 

Marl. Gif it be an elegy, it must be written in 
the rarmcn elegiarum ; or, gif it be an ode, it may 
be monoeclos, dicolos, tetrastrophos, or, perhaps, 
it’s loose iambics. 

Oel. Arrah, upon my conscience, I believe it is 
simple shambrucks. honey. But, if you'll hold 
your tongue, you shall see with your own eyes. 



A COMEDY. 


BONO. 

Ye svalns of the Shannon, fair Sheelah ie gone, 

Ye iwaini of the Shannon, fair Sheelah is gone, 

Ochone my dear jewel. 

Why was you so cruci. 

Amidst my companionate leave me alone> 

Tiinugh Teague shut the casement in Ballyclough hall; 
Though Teague shut the casement in Ballyclough hail; 

In the dark she was groping; 

And found it wide open; 

Och! the devil himaeif could not stand such a fall. 

In beholding your charms, I can sec them no more; 

In beholding your charms, 1 can see them no more; 

If you’re dead, do but own it; 

Then you’ll hear me bemoan it; 

For in loud lamentations your fate I'll deplore. 

Devil curse this occasion with tumults and strife I 
Devil curse this occasion with tumults and strife I 
01 the month of November, 

She’ll have cause to remember, 

Asa black letter day all the days of her life. 

With a rope I could catch the dear creature I’ve lost! 

Wltli a rope 1 could catch the dear creature I’ve lost! 

But, without a dismis.sion, 

I’d lose my commission. 

And be bang’d with disgrace for deserting my post. 

Shall I never sec yon, my lovely Sheelah, these 
seven long years ? An it plaised (Jod to bring us 
within forty miles of each other, I would never de¬ 
sire to he nearer all the days of my life. 

Mad. Iloot-fie! Oaptain Oclabber, whare’s a’ 
your philosophy? did ye never read Seneca dc 
Cmisolatione ? or Volusenus, my countryman, de 
TranquUlitate Animi I’sc warrant we have left a 
bonny lass too, in the braes of Lochaber—my yel- 
low-hair’d deary that wont to meet mo amang the 
heather. I leigh, sirs! hf>w she grat and cried, 
“ Waes my heart that we should snndcr.” Whisht, 
what’s a’ that rippet? [ A tioise of drams. 

Od. Arran-mon-deanl! they arc beating our 
grenadier’s march, as if the enemy was in view; 
hut 1 shall fetch them off long enough before tlu^ 
begin to charge; or, by Shaint Patrick ! I'll heat 
their skulls to a pancake. 

Mad. [tu a haypijicr crossing the stage.'] Whare 
arc ye ga'atie with the moosic, Donald? , 

Piper. Guid fait I an please your honour, the 
commander lias sent for her to play a spring to the 
sasenach damsel; hut her nain sell wad na pudge 
the length of her tae, without your honour’s order; 
and she ll gar a’ the men inarch before her with 
the liritish flag and tlie rest of the plunder. 

Mad. Hy my saul! he’s a gowk, and a gauky, 
to cttle at diverting the poor lassy with the puppet- 
show of her ain misfortune; hut, liowsonievcr, 
Donald, ye may gang and entertain her with a 
pibroch of Macreemon’s composition; and, if she 
lias any taste for moosic, ye'll soon gar her forget 
her disaster. 

Od. Arrah, now since that’s the eaase, I would 
not he guilty of a rude thing to the lady ; and if it 
he done to compose her spirits, hy my soul 1 the 
drum shall beat till she’s both deaf and dumb, be¬ 
fore I tell it to leave off—^but wc’ll go and see the 
procession. [^Exeunt. 

SCENE III.— A Procession. 

\ First the bagpipe—then a ragged d'lrty sheet for the 
French colours—a fie of soldiers in tatters—the 
English prisoners—the plunder, in the midst of 
which is an English bullock of heef carried on the 
shoulders of four meagre Frenchmen. The drum, 
followed by a crew of French saihrs.] 
ChAMPIONON, UARniF,T. 

Champ. Madame, you see de fortune of de war 


—my fiite be admirable capricienx—you be de 
prisonier of my arm—I he de cautive of your eye— 
by gar ! my glorie turn to my disgrace 1 

Har. Truly, I think so too—for nothing can he 
more disgraceful than what yon have done. 

Champ, Den vat I ave done 1—parbleu 1 I not 
understand vat you mean, madam—ave de honour 
to carry off one great victorie over de Englis. 

Har. You have carried off an unarmed boat, 
contrary to the law of nations; and rifled the pas¬ 
sengers in opiMisition to the dictates of justice and 
humanity—1 should be glad to know what a com¬ 
mon robber could do worse. 

Champ. Common robber! madam, your servi- 
teur tres humble—de charm of your esprit be as 
brilliant as de attraits of your personne. In one 
and Coder you be perfaitement adorable—souffrez 
den dat I present my art at your altar. 

liar. If yon have any heart to present, it must 
be a very stale sacrifice—for my own part, I have 
no taste for the famet; so you had better keep it 
for tile ladies of your own country. 

Champ. Ah cruelle!—de ladies en France will 
felcite demselves dat you renonnee de tendre 
of Monsieur de Champignon. Madame de la 
duchessc—mais taisons—alte la—et la belle mar¬ 
quise 1 ah qncllcs aines 1 vanitf* apart, madam, I 
ave de honnuur to be one man a bonnes fortunes. 
Diahlc m’einportc! till 1 rcncountre your invincible 
eye, 1 ave alway de same succcs in love as in war. 

Har. I dare say you have been always equally 
lucky and wise. 

Champ. A ma channante;—dat is more of your 
bonte den of my merite—permettez done, dat I 
amuse you wid the transports of my flame. 

Har. In a proper place, 1 believe, I should find 
them very entertaining. 

Champ. How you ravish me, my princesse 1— 
avouez done, you ave dc sentiments for my per¬ 
sonne—parlileu it is all your generosite—dcrc is 
noting extraordinary in my personne, diahle m’em- 
porte ! hai, hai. a caper, 

Har. Indeed, monsieur, you do yourself inj ustice; 
for you are certainly the most extraordinary per¬ 
son 1 had ever tlie honour to see. 

Champ. Ah, ah, madame 1 1 die under the 
charge of your politesse—your approbation ave 
dissipe de lirouillard dat envelope my faiitasic— 
your smile inspire me wid allegresse—allons! vive 
I’amour! la, la, la, la- 

Har. 'What a delicate pipe! I find, monsieur! 
you’re alike perfect in all your accomplishments. 

Champ, Madame, your slave etcrnellcment—per- 
sonnes of gout ave own dat inc sing de chanso- 
nettes not altogether too had, before I ave de 
honour to receive one ball de pistolet in my gorge, 
wen I board de Englis man of war, one, two, tree., 
four, ten year ago. I take possession sabre a la 
main; but, by gar, de ennemi be opiniatre!—dey 
re(jisc to submit, and carry me to I’limount—dere 
I apprehend your tongue, madame—derc 1 dance, 
and ave de gallantries parmi lea belles filles An- 
gloises. I teash dem to love—they teash me to 
sing yonr jollies vaudevilles. “ A coblerc dere vas, 
and he live in one stall.” Hai, hai l.how you taste 
my talens, madame ? 

Har. Oh! you sing enchantii,Sly; nna so na¬ 
tural, one would imagine you had been a coblcr all 
the days of your life. Ha, ha, ha! 

Champ. Hai, hai, hai; if you not flatter me, 
madame, I he more happy dan Charlemagne—but 
0 0 2 
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I ave fear dat you mocquez de moi—tell a me of 
grace, my princesse, vat sort of lover you shoose— 
i vil transform myself for your plaisir. 

liar. I will not say what s;)rt of lover 1 like; 
but ril sing what sort of lover I despise. 

C/iattt/f. By garjshelovemeeperducinent. [Asa/c. 

SONG. 

From the man whom I love, though my heart I disguise, 

I will freely ilescnbe the wretclt I Uesjuse, 

And il he has ^ense hut to bdlanee a stiaw, 

He will sure lake tlie hint fiom the picture I draw. 

A wit without sense, without f.uicy a beau, 

Jiike a parrot he elmtterH, and stmts like a crow ; 

A peacock in pride, in grimace a baboon, 

III courage a hind, m conceit u guscuun. 

As a vulture rajiacious, in falsehood a fox, 
liiroiiNiuiit as waves, and unfeeling as rocks: 

As a tiger ferocious, perverse as a hog. 

In mischief an ape, and in fawning a ilog. 

In a word, to sum up all his talents together, 
liis heart is of lead, and his brain is ot fcatlicr; 

Yet, if be has sense but to balanre a straw, 

He wilt sure take the hint Irom the picture I draw. 

Chamji. Morblcu, madaine, you sing a marveillcs | 
—by gar, dc figure be ver singulier. 

SCKNE IV.—IIabuiet, Champignon, IlEAiHEy. 

Chaini>. Mons. Artlio, 1 ave de honcur to be j our 
most umbicst'rviteur—mademoiselle yoursi.stcr aves 
des perfeetions of an aiige ; but sbe be cold as de 
albatre. You do me good oflice— I become of your 
alliance “.you command my service. 

Jlearlli/. 1 liope my sister will set proper value 
upon your addresses. And you may depend upon 
iny best endeavours to persuade her to treat your 
passion as it deserves. 

Champ. As it deserve!—mardy ! dat is all I de¬ 
sire—den I treat you a- one prince. [.I mri’anl 
V’hmpi'rs ami Comment! (pie m’lmporte— 
madunie, I must leave you for one moment to de 
garde of Monsieur your broder; but 1 return in 
one twinkle. [A’aat. 

SCENE V. —IIeABTI.Y, IIAIIRTET. 

ITeariti/, My dear Harriet, have you goodnature 
enough to forgive me for having exposed you to idl 
these dangers and misforluiiesf 
Har. I can’t but be pleased with an event which 
has introduced me to the aeipiaiiitancc of the ac¬ 
complished Champignon, ha, ha, ha! 

Heartli/. You can't imagine how hajipy I am to 
6('e you licar your misforlimc with such good hu¬ 
mour, after the terror you uuderweut at our being 
taken. 

liar. I was indeed terribly alarmed when a can¬ 
non shot came whistling over our heads ; and not a 
little dejected when I found myself a i>risouer? but 
I imagine all danger diminishes, or at least loses 
part of its terror, the nearer you approach it. And 
as for this Champignon, he is such a contemptible 
fellow, that, upon recollection, 1 almost dcsjiise my¬ 
self for having been afraid of him—O’ my ctji- 
scicnce! I believe all courage is ac(|uired from 
practice. I don’t doubt but in time 1 should be able 
to stand a battery myself. 

Heart'!/. Well, my fair Tlialostris, should you 
ever be attacked, I'hope the aggressor will fall be¬ 
fore you—Champignon has certainly exceeded bis 
orders, and we shall be released tis soon as a repre¬ 
sentation can be made to the Erencli court 
Har. 1 should be loth to trouble the court of 
France with matters of so little consctiuence. 
Don’t you think it practicable to persuade tlie cap¬ 


tain to set us at liberty ? There is one figure in 
rhetoric which I believe he would hardly resist. 

Heartli/. I gue.ss your meaning, and flie experi¬ 
ment shall be tried, if we fail of success from 
another quarter; 1 intend to make myself known to 
Cclabber, with whom 1 was formerly acquainted, 
and take his advice. He and the Scotch ensign are 
at variance with Champignon, and disapprove of 
our being made prisoners. 

SCENE VI.—IlKAKri.y, Harriet, liRnsH. 

Hearth/ f to Bru.ih.'] W ell, sir, have yon been fishing 
the bonny Scot. Have you caught any inudligencc ? 

lirush. Sir, I have done your business—Captain 
Maclayinore and I have been drinking a bottle of 
sour wine to the health of Miss Harriet and your 
worship j in a word, be is wholly devoted to your 
service. 

Har. I’ray, Mr. Brush, what method did you 
take to ingratiate yourself with that proud stalking 
Highlander ? 

lirush. I won his heart with some transient en¬ 
comiums on his country, I affected to admire his 
plaid as an improvement on the Homan toga; 
swore it was a most soldierly garb; and said, 1 did 
not VMinder to sec it ado|ited by a nation equally 
renowned for learning and valour. 

Hearth/. Tlie.se insidious compliments could not 
fail to niidcrmiiic his loftiness. 

lirush. He iidjusled liis bonnet, rolled his quid 
from one check to the other, threw his plaid over 
his loft shoulderW'llh an air of iniiiortancc, strutted 
to the farther end of the deck ; then returning 
with his hard features iiiihendcd into a ghastly 
smile, “ By my satil, moii,” says he, “ ye’re na fule ; 
I see you Leu foo wcel how to tnak proper distinc¬ 
tions—you and 1 man he better acquainted.” I 
bowed very low in return for the great boiiour be 
(lid me—liintid, tliat tlioiigli now 1 was in the sta¬ 
tion of a servant, lhad some pretensions to family ; 
and sighing, cried, tempura uiulantur, et nos muta- 
inur III ilhs. 

Hearth/. That scrap of Latin was a home thrust 
-You see, sirrali, the beiii'fit of a charity school. 

Brush. Ay, little did 1 think, when I was flogged 
for neglecting my accidence, that ever my learning 
would turn to such account—Captain Maclayinore 
w'lis surprised to liear me speak Latin. Yet he 
found fault with my prommeiation. He shook me 
by the band, though I was a little shy of that com- 
lilimcnt, and said he did not expect to find flotVors 
under a nettle. But 1 )iut him in mind of the 
singet cat, for I was better than 1 was bonny—then 
be ean'ied me to his cabin, where we might dis¬ 
course more freely; told me the captain was “ a 
light-headed giise,” and expressed his concern at 
yonr captivity, which he said was a flagrant infrac¬ 
tion of the treaty of Aix-la-(!hapelle. 

liar. There, 1 hope, you backed his opinion with 
all your eloquence. 

Brush. 1 extolled his understanding; interested 
his gallantry in the cause of a distressed lad;y ; and, 
in order to clinch my remonstrance, told him that 
my master’s great graiidmotlicr’s aunt was a Scotch¬ 
woman of tlie name of Macintosh, and that Mr. 
Ileartly piqued himself on the Highland blood that 
ran in his veins. 

Hearth/. I’m obliged to your invention for the 
honour of that alliance—I hope the discovery had 
a proper effect upon my cousin Maclaymorc. 

Brush. He no sooner heard that particular 
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than he started up, crying, “ What the doel say ye ? 
Macintosh!—swunds inon! that*s the name of 
my ain mithcr—who kens hut Mester lleartly and 
I %iy he coo25ens seventeen times removed?” 
Then he gave me a full account of his pedigree for 
twelve generations, and ljawk(*d up the namt's of 
his progenitors till they set my teeth on edge. 'I'o 
conclude, he has promised to give you all the assis¬ 
tance in his power, and even to favour our escape; 
for, over and above his other motives, 1 find he 
longs to return to his own country, and thinks a 
piece of service done to an English gentleman may 
enable him to gratify that iiiolination. 

lleartly. But what sclieme have you laid for our 
escape* ? 

Jinink. The boat is along-side—our men are 
pennittedto walk the deck:—when the captain re¬ 
tires to rest, and the w atch is relieving, nothing will 
be more easy than to step on board of our own 
galley, cut the rope, hoist the sails, and make the 
best of our way to Old England. 

Ifeartly. But, you don't consider that Monsieur 
de Cliumpignon, if alanned. may slip bis cable and 
give us eiiase—nay, compliment us with a dish of 
sugar-plums that may be very liard of digestion. 

liriLsh, 'I'hcre the Irieudship of Maelaymore 
will be of service, b'or, as soon as our flight is 
known, he and his men, on pndenee of being alert, 
will make sucli a hustle and confusion, that nolliing 
can be done until wi* are out of tbeir reach; and 
then we must trust t<» our own canvass and the 
trim of our vessel, wliieh is a prime sailer. 

Harriet. The project is feasible, and may be the 
mov praefieable, if the Irish Ijcuteiiant can be 
brouglit to coojMTate with the ensign. 

Hearlfy. Odso! there he comes Brush, go and 
w'ait ujHHi Miss Ilarnetto her cabin, while 1 accost^ 
this Hibernian. 

S('EN70 VIL - Hkaktt.v, OcLAumm. 

Ocl, Vour biinible servant, sir.—1 liope the lady 
is plaiicd with her a<-('ommodation—don't lou 
begin to be refri'slu'd with the Krunch air blowing 
over the .sea 1—upon my <‘OJ>seienee ! now, it's so 
debcalc and keen, that for my own jiart, hoiH*y, 
1 have been as hungry as an Irish wolf-dog ever 
since 1 came to this kingdom. 

Hearfly, Sir, Itliaiik you for your kind inquiry 
- *1 am no stranger to the Erencb air, nor to the 
jioliteness of ('aptam OelablHT.—What! have you 
quite forgot your old ae(|uaiutance? 

Orl. Aequaintanee, honey—by my shoul! 1 
fthould be proud to recollect your countenance, 
though I never saiv you before in the days of 
my life. 

Ifeartly. Don't you romeinber two Englishmen 
at Baris, about three years ago, of tlie name of 
Ilea Illy ? 

Ocl ITb ub oo!—by Shaint Patrick, T rememlier 
you as well as nothing in the world—Arrah, now', 
whether is it your own si“lf or your brother ? 

Hearlly. My brotlier died of a consumption 
soon after our return to England. 

Ocl Ah 1 (*od rest his soul, poor gentleman -- 
but it is a great comfort to a man to be after dying 
in his own country—f hope he was your elder 
brother, gra.—Oh ! 1 remember you two made one 
with us at the hotel de Biissy—by my shoul! we 
were very merry and frolicsome; and you know 
1 hurt my ancle, and ray foot swelled as big as 
three tmtatoes—by the same token T sent for a rogue 
of a surgeon, who subscribed for the cure, and 


wanted to make a hand of my foot. Mr. Heartly, 
the devil fly away with me but I am proud to see 
you, mid you may command me without fear or 
affection, gra. 

Heartly, Sir, you arc extremely kind ; and may, 
I apprehend, do me a good office with Captain 
Champignon, w'ho, 1 cannot help saying, has ti’eated 
us with very little ceremony. 

Ocl. I'll tell you what, Mr. Heartly, we officers 
don't choose to find fault with one another; because 
there’s a discipline and subordination to be ob¬ 
served, you know;—therefore I shall say nothing 
of him as an officer, honey ; but, as a man, roy dear, 
by the mass, he's a nicer baist. 

Heartley. I'm glad to find your opinion of him so 
conformable to my own.—1 understand by my 
servant too, that Mr. Jilaclaymore agrees with us, 
in Ins sentiments of Monsieur de Champignon; 
and disapproves of his taking our boat, as an un¬ 
warrantable insult offered to the British nation. 

Ocl. By my slioull I told him so before you 
came a-board.—As for ensign Maelaymore, there is 
not a prettier fellow in seven of the best counties in 
Ireland—as brave as a heron, my dear—arrah, the 
devil burn him if be fears any man that never wore 
a head.—Ay, and a great scholar to boot—he can 
talk Latin and Irish as well as the Archbishop of 
Armaugh -didn’t you know we w'cre sworn bro¬ 
thers— though Pm Ins senior officer, and epaik the 
Prench more fluid, gra. 

SCENE VIII.—ITeartt.y, Oclaebeu, Brush. 

Jlrusfi, O Ijord, Sir! all the fat's in the fire. 

Ocl Arrah, wliat’s a-fir(‘, lioney? 

Hni'sli. All our tine project gone to pot!—We 
limy now hang iij) our harps among the willow's, 
ami sit ilowii and weej) by Babel's streams. 

fleartly. Wliat does the blockliead mean? 

j{/ ush. One of our foolish fellows lias blabbed 
that iSIiss Harriet is not your sister, but your mis- 
tress ; and (his report has been carried lo Monsieur 
de Cliamjiiguoii, whom I left below in the cabin, 
taxing her with dissimnlalion, and threatening to 
coiifim* her for life. —He sings, cajiers, swear?, and 
storms in a breath !—1 have seen Bedlam; but an 
English lunatic, at full moon, is a\er^ sober animal 
when compared to a Freiicliman in a passion. 

Heaitly. I care not for his passion or jiow er.— 
By lieaven! he shall not offer the least violence to 
my Harriet, w'hile a drop of blood circulates in my 
veins!—I’ll assault biiii, though unarm’d, and die 
in her defence.— [ Gohuj. 

Ocl Won’t you be easy now!—your dying sig¬ 
nifies nothing at all, honey; for, if you should be 
killed in the fray, what excuse would you make to 
the young lady’s relations, for leaving her alone in 
the hamisofthoenemy!—by my shoul! you’d look 
very foolish.—'I'akc no notice at all, and give your¬ 
self no trouble about the matter—and if he siiould 
ravish your mistress, by niy salvation! I would 
take upon me to put him under arrest. 

Heartly. Tlie villain dares not think of commit¬ 
ting such an outrage. 

• Ocl Devil confound me! biitTd never desire a 
better joke—Och then, my dear, you’d see how I’d 
trim him — you should have satisfaction to y ur 
heart’s content. 

Heartly. Distraction!—Tf you will not give me 
your assistance. I’ll fly alone to her defence. 

Brush. Zooks, Sir, you're as mad as he.—You’ll 
ruin us past all redemption.—What the deuce are 
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yon afraid of?—Kavish!—An atomjf like that pre¬ 
tend to ravish 1 No, no; He’ll ravish nothing but 
our goods and chattels, and these he has disposed 
of already. Besides, Miss Harriet, when his back 
was turned, desired me to conjure you in her name 
to take care of yourself ; for Champignon would 
have no pretence to confine her, if you was out of 
the way. 

Ocl. O’ my conscience, a very sensible young 
woman! When there arc two lovers in the caase, 'tis 
natural to wish one of them away.—Come along with 
me, honey; we’ll hold a council of war with Ensign 
Maclaymore — perhaps he may contrive mains to 
part you.—No man knows better how to make a 
soldierly retreat. 

Brush. Soldierly or unsoldierly, it signifies not a 
button—so we do but escape j I shall be glad to get 
away at any rate, even if I should fly hkc a thief 
from the gallows. 

Ocl. Devil fire you, my dear! you’re a wag— 
Arrah, who told you that my friend Maclaymore 
escaped from the gallows ?—By my shoul! ’tis all 
fortune de la jiacrre—Indeed, indeed, T would never 
desire to command a better coriis than what I could 
form out of the honest gentlemen you have hanged 
in England. 

Uearily. I’m so confounded and perplexed, in 
consequence of this unlucky discovery, that I can’t 
start one distinct thought, much less contribute to 
any scheme that requires cool deliberation. 

Ocl. Arrali faith, my dear, we must leave those 
things to wiser heads — for my own part. I’m a 
soldier, and never burden my brain with unneces¬ 
sary baggage. 

1 won t pretend to lead, bull follow in the throng; 

And as I don’t think at all, 1 can never think 

wrong. * 

ACT THE SECOND. 

SCENE L—A great noise and bustle behind the Scenes. 

MACIATMORE, CUAMFIGNUM. 

Clump, {running upon the stage in a ridiculous 
dishabille.'] —Prenez garde qu’ellc ne vous echappe I 
—aux annes !—Mons. le Second—contre maitre— 
la chaloupc I la chaloupe I 

Mad. {overturning him.asif ihroughmistake.'] As 
I sail answar, the Iblks are a’ gaen daft!—deel stap 
out your ecn I I’m nae sic midge but ye might a 
seen me in your porridge. 

Champ. All meutricr! assassin! vous avez tud 
votre commandant!—holla ho! mes gens, a moi. 

Mad. Hout, na! it canna be our commander 
Monsieur de Champignon, nmning about in the 
dark like a worricow!—Ifreserve ns a’! it’s the 
vara mon—wcel I wot, sir. I’m right sorry to find 
you in sic a pickle—but wha thought to meet with 
you playing at blind Harry on deck ? 

Champ. [rtsiM^.] Ventre saingris! my whole 
brain be derangee I—traitre! you be in de complot. 

Mad, 'rraiter, me nae traitcrl Mester Cham¬ 
pignon, or gnde faith 1 you and I man ha’ our kail 
through the reek; • 

Champ. Were be de prisoniers? tell a me dat— 
ha!—mort de ma vie! de Englis vaisseau!—de 
prise! de prisoniers!—sacrebleu! ma gloire! mes 
richesses! rendez moi les prisoniers—you be de 
enseigne, you be de officicr. 

Mad. 'Troth, I ken foo weel I’m .an officer—I 
wuss some other people, who luiud their heads unco 


high, kenn’d the respact due to an officer, we should 
na be fash’d with a’ this din 

Champ. Tell a me an moment, were be Monsieur 
Artlie ? were be de prisoniers r wat you beat my 
brains wid your sottiscs ? 

Mad. Nay, sin ye treat me with sa little cere¬ 
mony, I man tell you, Mester Hcartly was na com¬ 
mitted to my charge, and sae ye may gang and 
leak after him ; and as for prisoners, 1 ken of nae 
prisoners but your ain valet, whom you ordered to 
be put in irons this morning for supping part of 
your bouillon, and if the poor frllow had na done 
the deed, I think he must have starved for want of 
victuals. 

Champ. Morblen! Monsieur Maclaimore, you 
distrait me wid your babil. 1 demand de Englis 
prisoniers—^m’entendez vous ? 

Mad. Monsieur de Champignon, je vous entens 
bien—there was nae English prisoner here; for I 
man tell you, sir, that if ever you had read Grolius 
de Jure Belli ar Pads, or I’uffendorf tie Ojficio 
Ilmninis et Civts, ye wad a’ seen ke could na be in 
the predicament of a captus in belto, or an o/ises or 
lutdcs —^for what? ye’ll say—^because he was na teuk 
flagrante bdlo—ergo he was nae prisoner of war— 
now what says the learned ruffendorf? 

Champ. Comment! you call me 1‘uff-and-horf ? 
ventre bleu! you be one imjiertinent. 

Mad. What, what! —that’s a paughty word, sir 
—that’s nae language for a gentleman—nae mair 
o’ that, or guid faith we’ll forget where we are. 

Champ. Morblcu! you ave forgot dat 1 be your , 
general—your chief. 

Mad. By my saul, mon, that’s strange news in¬ 
deed. You my chief! you chief of the Maclaymores! 

Champ. Oui, moi, rustre—moi <iui vous parle. 

Mad. Dinna rustre me, sir, or deel dam my saul, 
but I’ll wrast your head aft' your shoulders, if ye 
was the best Champignon in Erancc. 

{They dram, andflght, 

SCENE U.—OcLAUBEB, Champignon, Maclav- 

MOllE. 

Od. Devil fire y^on, my lads! what’s the main- 
ing of all this disturbance?—o’ my conscience! 
there’s no such thing as resting below—a man 
would lie as quiet at the bottom of the sea—I’ve 
been abed these tree hours, but I could not close 
an eye, gra; for you waked me before I fell asleep. 
{Pretending to discover Champignon.] Arrah now, 
don’t 1 dream, honey ? What, is it your own self 
Monsieur de Champignon, going to attack my en¬ 
sign? By my shoul! that’s not so shivel now, 
aboard of your own ship. Gentlemen, 1 put yon 
both under arrest in the king’s name—you shall 
see one another locked in your cabins with your 
own hands; and then, if you cut one another’s 
troats, by the blessed virgin 1 you shall be brought 
to a court-martial, and tried for your lives, agra. 

Mad. {sheathing his smord.] Wcel, weel, sir— 
ye’re my commanding officer; tuum est imperare — 
but, he and I sail meet before mountains meet, 
that’s a’. 

Champ, {to Ocl.] Vat! you presume to entre- 
mettre in mes afl'aircs d’lionncur—you have the 
hardiesse to dispute wid me de command of dis 
vaisseau de guerre ?—tell a me if you know my 
condition, ha ? 

Ocl. Indeed, indeed, my dear, I believe your pre¬ 
sent condition is not very savoury; but, if Ensign 
Maclaymore had made you shorter by the head. 
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your condition would have been still worse; and 
yet, upon iny conscience 1 I have seen a man com¬ 
mand such a frigate ns this, without any head at all. 

Champ. Monsieur 0-claw-hcar, you mocqnez dc 
moi—you not seem to know my noblesse—dat 1 
descend of de bonne famille—dat my progeniteurs 
ave bear de honourable cotte—dc cotte of antiquite. 

Ocl. By my shoul! when I knew you first, you 
bore a very old coat yourself, my dear; for it was 
threadbare and out at elbows. 

Champ. Ah ! lamauvaise plaisanterie—Daignez, 
my goot lieutenant O-claw-bear, to understand dat 
3 ave de grands alliances—du bien—du rente—dat 
1 ave regale des princes in my chateau. 

Od. Och! I beg your chateau’s pardon, gram- 
machree! 1 have had the honour to see it on the 
banks of the Garonne—and by my soul I a very 
venerable building it was—aye, and very well bred 
to boot, honey; for it stood always uncovered; and 
never refused entrance to any passenger, even 
though it were the wind and the rain, gra. 

Champ. You pretendez to know my famille, ha ? 

Od. By Shaint I’atrick, I know them as well as 
the father that bore them. Your nephew is a beg¬ 
ging brother of the order of Shaint b’rancis; 
fliadenioisellc, your sister, espoused an eminent sa- 
vatier in the county of Bearne j and your own 
shelf, my dear, first mounted the stage tis a charla¬ 
tan, then served the Count de Hardasch for your 
diversion, and now, by the king’s favour, you com¬ 
mand a frigate of twelve guns, lying at anchor 
within the ])rovince of Normandy. 

I'luimp. Ah quelle medisance!—qiie vous iraa- 
ginez bien. Monsieur—but 1 vill represent your 
conduit to des marchanx of France; and dey vil 
convince you dat Monsieur de Champignon is one 
personne of some consideration—uu charlatan!— 
mardy! dat he ver plaisant Messieurs, serviteur— 

1 go to give de nccessaires ordres pour rattraperde 
Etiglis chaloupe—jusque au rcvoir-=-charlatan !— 
savaticr!—Morte de ma vie. 

SCENE III.—OcLABBEK, Maclaymobf.. 

Od. Faith and troth, my dear, you’ll see the 
chaloupe far enough out of sight by this time. 

Mad. By my said! captain, ye sent him awa’ 
with a flea in his lionnet. lie’ll no care to wrestle 
anither fa’ with you in a hurry—he had the wrang 
sow by the lug. 

Od. If he will be after playing at rubbers, he 
must expect to meet with bowls—pooh! I main, he 
must look to meet with bowls, if he will be playing 
at rubbers —arra man dcaul! that’s not the thing 
neither; but you know my maining, as the saying is. 

Mad. Hoot aye—I’sc warrant 1 ken how to gar 
your bools row right—and troth 1 canna help think¬ 
ing but 1 played my part pretty weel for ahegiuner. 

Od. For a beginner! Devil fetch me, but you 
played like a man that jokes in earnest. But your 
joke was like to cut too keen, honey, when 1 came 
to part you j and yet 1 came as soon as you tipped 
me the wink with your finger. 

Mud. Let that flie stick i’ the wa’—when the 
dirt’s dry it will rub out. But now we man tak 
care of the poor waff lassy that’s left under our 
protection, and defend her from the maggots of tliis 
daft Frenchman. 

Od. 1 will be after confining him to his cabin, 
if he offers to touch a hair of her beard, agra. 

Mad. It’s now break of day—dinna you sec the 
bonny grey-eyed morn blinking o’er yon mossy 


craig? We’ll e’en gang doun and tak a tasse of 
whiskj together, and then see what’s to be done 
for Miss Harriet. [ifzeant. 

SCENE rV.—II abbiet, BBrss. 

Har. 0 Lord I I’m in such a flutter—^What was 
the meaning of all that noise ?—Brush, are you sure 
your master is out of all danger of being retaken ? 

Brush. Yes, yes. Madam, safe enough for this 
bout. The two land oflieers performed their parts 
to a miracle. My master and our people slipped 
into the boat, without being disturbed by the sen¬ 
tries, who were tutored for the purpose; and they 
were almost out of sight, before Champignon wag 
alarmed by a starved Frenchman, whose hunger 
kept him awake. But now they have doubled the 
point of land, and in four hours or so will be ia 
sight of sweet Old England. I’m sure I sent many 
a wishful look after them. 

liar. W hat 1 you are sorry then for having staid 
behind with me ? 

Brush. O ! by no manner of means. Ma’am—to 
be sure you did me an infinite deal of honour. 
Ma’am, in desiring that I might be left, when you 
spoke to my master through the barricado; but yet, 
Ma’am, I have such a regard for Mr. Ileartly, 
Ma’am, that 1 should he glad to share all his 
dangers. Ma’am—though, after all is done and said, 

I don’t think it was very kind in him to leave his 
mistress and faithful servuiut in such a dilemma. 

Har. Nay, don’t accuse your master unjustly 
You know how unwillingly he complied with my 
request. We could not guess what villanous steps 
this fellow. Champignon, might have taken to con¬ 
ceal his rapine, which Mr. Ileartly will now have 
an opportunity to represent in its true colours. 

TIrush. Well—Heaven grant him success, and 
that speedily. For my own part, 1 have been so 
long used to his company, that 1 grow quite chicken- 
hearted in his absence. If 1 had broke my leg 
two days ago, I should not have been in this qiian- 
darj-. God forgive the man that first contrived 
parties of pleasure on the water. 

liar. Hang fear. Brush, and pluck up your cou 
rage. I have some small skill in physiognomy, 
and can assure you it is not your fate to die by 
water—Ha 1 I see the captain coming this way—I 
must bear the brimt of another storm. 

Brush. Odsol I’ll run down to Lieutenant Oclab- 
ber, and his ensign, and give them notice, in case 
there should be occasion to interpose. [A'a'd Brush, 

SCENE V.—Champignon, Hakkiet. 

Champ. Madame, you pardon my presomptlon 
dat 1 pay my devoirs in dishabille—hot it be all 
for your service. Monsieur your amant ave deeampi 
sans fa^on. 1 take de alarm, and make all my 
efforts to procure de plaisir of seeing him again— 
Ah! he be de gallant homme to abandon his 
maitresse 1 

Har. Is there no possibility of brmging him back ? 

Champ. By gar! it be tout a fmt impossible. He 
steal comme one thief into de chaloupe, and vanish 
in de obsenrite 1 

liar. I’m heartily glad to hear it 1 

Champ. For vat you be glad, my princess, ha? 

liar. That he’s no longer in your power. 

Chamj). Bon 1—^juste ciel 1—how you make me 
happy to see you glad, Madame 1 la, la, la, ra, ra— 
Ventre bleu 1 he be one fugitif—if we rencontre 
acain, revanche 1 revanche 1 la, la, la, ra, ra, I’er- 
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mettez done, modame, dat I ave de honciir to 
langnisse before your feet—ave pitie of me—take 
iny sword—plongez dans my bosom. Ah! larron! 
perfide! la, la, ra, ra. 

[ He sings, hneds, and dances hj turns. 
Monsieur ArtUe is not in my power - bon—but, 
by mr, madame, you know who is, hah ! 

liar. As for me, my sex protects me. I am here, 
indeed, a prisoner, and alone; but you will not, you 
dare not treat me with indignity. 

Champ. Dare not!—Bravo! — Show to me dc 
man vil say I dare not—?a, ha, ha! \^('apers alxiut. 

liar. You’re in such a dancing humour, ’tis pity 
you should want music. Shall 1 sing you a song ? 

Champ. Ah cruellc! you gouverne vid soveruin 
empire over my art—you rouse me into one storm 
—you sing me into one calm. 

SONG. 

Let the nymph Rtill avoid, and be deiiF to the swain, 

Who in transports of passion atTects to complain; 

For his ra^e, not his love, m that frenzy is shown, 

And the blast that blows loudest is soon overblown. 

But the shepherd whom Cupid has pierced to the heart, 
Will aulimibsive adore, and rejoice in the smart; 

Or in plaintive soft murmurs, his bosoni-iult woe. 

Like the smooth glidiii; current of nveis, will /low. 
Though silent his tongue, he will plead with his eyes, 

And hts heart own your sway in a tribute of sighs; 

But, when he aceosts you in meadow or grove, 

Ills tale 18 ail teiidernebs, rapture, and love. 

SCENE VI.—CnAMPiGNON, IIarki:^ Brush. 
Brush. News ! news ! tlierc’s an English man- 
of-war’s boat along-sidc, with a flag of truce. 

Chimp. (Comment!—madame, you ave dc bonte 
to retire to your cabane—1 go dress myself, and 
give dc audience. [A’.ijl Champignon. 

SCENE Vir.—IIARKIET, Bnusit. 

Afar. O Brush ! Brush ! bow my little heart pal¬ 
pitates with fear aud supense! What does the 
arrival of this boat portend? 

Brush. Our deliverance from the hands of the 
Philistines, I hope. It could not arrive at a more 
seasonable juncture; formy spirits arequite flagged 
—not that I am so much concerned on my own 
account, ma’am—but 1 ean’t be insensible to your 
danger; ma’am. 1 should be an ungrateful wretch, 
if I did not feel for one that is so dear to Mr. 
Ileartly, ma’am. 

liar. Really, Mr. Bru.sb, yon seem to have im¬ 
proved mightily in poliUmess, since j on li\ ed among 
these French gentlemen. 

Brush. Lived, Ma’am—I have boon dying hourly 
since I came abroad; and that politeness wliieli 
you are pleased to mention. Ma’am, is nothing but 
sneaking fear and hen-hcartedness, which 1 believe, 
God forgive me, is the true source of all French 
politeness ; a kind of poverty of spirit, or want of 
sincerity. I should be very proud to he drubbed 
in England for my insolence and ill-breeding. 

Har, Well, I hope you’ll soon be drubbed to 
your heart’s content. When we revisit our own 
country, you shall have all my interest towards the 
accomplishment of your wish. Meanwhile, do me 
the favonjr to make further inquiry about this same 
flag of truce, and bring an account of what shall 
pdss, to my cabin, where I shall wait for you with 
the utmost impatience. [A'xei/nt. 

SCENE VDI.—Block, and another Seaman. 
Bloch. Smite my limbs, Sam, if the lieftfiiant do 
clap her aboard, here i^ no plunder; notliing but 


rags and vermin, as the saying is. We shall share 
nothing but the guns and the head-money, if you 
call those heads that have no bodies belonging to 
’um.—Mind that there scarecrow—sec how his 
cloth hangs in the wind—Adzooks ! the fellow has 
got no stowage; he’s all npper-work and head-sail. 
I’ll be d—nod if the first hard squall don’t blow 
him into the air like the peeling of an onion. 

7'o him, Brush. 

TTeh?—^how!—no sure,!—Yes faith-hut it is— 
Odso! cousin Block, who thought to meet with 
you among the I’ceneh ? 

Block. What cheer, ho? flow docs mother Mar¬ 
gery? Meet me among the French ! Agad! I’d 
never desire better pastime, than to be among ’em 
with a good eutlash in ray hand, aud a brace of 
pistols ill my girdle. Why, look you, brother, 
hearing as how you and your mistress were wind- 
bound, we are come along-side to tow you into the 
oliiiig. 

Brush. The laird reward yon, cousin. But what 
if this d—ned Frenchman should refuse to part 
with us ? 

Blm:k. Why then Lieftcnant Lyon is a cruising 
to windward of that there head-land; he'll be along¬ 
side in half a glas.s, full under your stern, clap bis 
helm a starboard, rake you fore and aft, and send 
the Frenchman aud every stiul on board to the 
devil, in tlie turning of an handspike. 

Brush. 'The devil he vill! But, cousin, what 
must become of me, then ? 

Block. 'Thereafter as it may be—You must lake 
your hap, I do suppose. W'e sailors never mind 
those things. Every shot has its eonimission, d’ye 
see—we must all die one time, as the saying is—if 
you go down now, it may save your going aloft 
another time, brother. 

Brush. ()! curse your eomfort. 

Block. Hark ye, brother, this is a cold morning 
—have you picked tiji never a runlet along shore— 
What d’ye say to a slug? 

Brush. .Slug!—<), 1 understand you. 

f I'cU'hcsa kcgoflirandiiyU'lmh Bloch sets tohis head. 

Block. Bight Nantz, strike my topsails!—tldds 
heart! this is tlie only thing in France that agrees 
with an Englishman’s constitution. Let us drink 
out their brandy, and tlien knock out their brains. 
'This is the way to demolish the spirit of the French. 
An Englishman will fight at a minute’s warning, 
brother; hut a Frenelmian’s heart must be buoyed 
up with brandy. No more keg, no more courage. 

Brush. T’other pull, cousin. 

Block. Avast, ava.st—no more canvass tlian we 
can carry—we know the trim of our own vessel. 
Smite my cro^s-trees I we begin to yaw already— 
Hiccup. 

Brush. Odso! our commander is coming upon 
deck to give audience to your midshipman. 

Block. Steady. {Exeunt. 

SCENE IX. 

CuAMl’lONON, OCLAnnEll, MAri.AV5II>RE, Brusu, 
Tom Haulvari), an English Midshipman. 

Champ. Eh bien. Monsieur, qiii souhaitc-il ? 

Haul. Anaii, Monscer sweat ye!—Agad! I be¬ 
lieve. if we come along side of you, we’ll make you 
all sweat 

Mad. That’s mair than ye can tell, my lad. Ye 
may gar me sweat with fetching; but it’s no in 
your brecks to gar me sweat with fear 
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Ocl. You may sweat me after I’m dead, honey; 
but, by the blessed virgin 1 you shall not sweat me 
alive; and so you may be after delivering your 
message, gra. 

Haul. If it wa’n’t for such as you that show your 
own country the fore top-sail, wold our enemy’s 
cable, and man their quarters, they would never I 
ride out the gale, or dare to show their colours at | 
sea; but, howsomever, we’ll leave that bowling 
the block, as the saying is. If so be as how that 
there Frenchman is commander of this here vessel, 

I have orders from my officer to demand an English 
young woman, with all her baggage and thingum¬ 
bobs, that he took yesterday out of a pleasure-boat, 
helonging-to one Mr. Heartly, of Dorsetshire, who 
slipped the painter this morning. 

ClUjmp. Mardy! de commission be very peremp- 
toire I — ecoute mon ami, vat you call monsieur 
your commandant? 

Haul. I don’t take in your palaver, not I; and 
mayhap you don’t know my lingo; but, egad 1 we’U 
soon make you understand plain English. 

Ocl. Monsieur Champignon wants to know who 
is your commanding officer, honey. 

Haul. Who should it he, but Lieftenant T.yon, 
of the Triton man-of-war, of sixty guns 1' as bold 
a heart as every crack'd biscuit 

Cliamp. Bon! —suppose dat 1 refuse de command 
of Monsieur Lionne ? 

Haul. Suppose!—if yon do, he’ll run yo.i along 
side, yard-arm and yard-arm, and blow you out of' 
the water ; that’s all. j 

Champ. By gar! he vil find himself mistaken; 
here is not vater for one sixty-gun ship 
Ileark you me, monsieur, vat is your name—tell 
Monsieur Lionne, dat 1 am called Michel Sanson 
(ioluat de Champignon, Mar(|uis de Vermisseau ; 
dat 1 ave de honenr to serve de king; dat fear be 
one bagatelle of which 1 ave de mepr's ; dat 1 re¬ 
gard you ambassade as de galimatias; dat my cou¬ 
rage suffice to attick one whole Englis escadi'e; 
anil dat if Monsieur Lionne be disposed to rendre 
moi un visite, I shall ave de glorie to chastise his ' 
presomntion ; so I permitte you go your way. j 

Mail. DussiUiUd .—Bile you, Billy—there’s nae I 
clerk here, I trow. Weel, Lieutenant I Iclabber, 1 ' 
tak instruments in your liaiind against the jiroeeed- 
ings of Captain Clianipiguon, wlia has incarcerate '■ 
the English leddy, coiitrair to the law of nature ’ 
and nations. Now, cocky, ye may gang about your 
business; when ye come back, I’se tank with you 
in another style. I 

Ocl. For my own part, honey, I shall be after 
showing you some diversion in the way of my duty; 
but I take you to witness that 1 have no hand in 
detaining the lady, wo is plaiscd to favour us with 
her company against her own consent, gra. 

Haul. Mayhap you may trust to your shoal- 
wati'i —if you do, you're taken all aback, brother; 
for Lieftenant Lyon commands a tender of twelve 
guns, and fifty stout hands, that draws less than 
this here frigate by the streak - and—heh !—agad! 
yonder she comes round the point, with a flowing 
sail. B’w’ye, Mouseer Champignon! all hands to 
quarters; up with your white rag; I doubt, my 
officer and I will taste some of your soup-meagre 
by that time you pipe to dinner. f A'.rit. 

SCENE X. 

OhAMIUONON, OcLABBER, MACLAHtOUE, BlillSIl. 

Champ. Mort de ma vie! je ne vous attciidois 


par sitot, a quelle cote feut-il que je me tourne ? 
sacrebleu 1 lAuide, 

Messieurs, I demand y’our counseil; you protest 
against my conduite; if yon tiuk me ave done do 
injustice, you will find me tout a fait raisonable; 
we render mademoiselle to de Englis ; for I judge 
It bicn mal-a-propos to engage de enemi, vere de 
spirit of contradiction reign among ourselves. 

Oct. Faith and troth 1 my dear, the contradiction 
is all over; you have nothing to do but to station 
your men; and as for Mr. Maclaymore and my 
ow n shelf, the English cannon may make our legs 
and arms play at loggerhead in the air, honey, but 
we’ll stand by you for the glory of France, in spite 
of the devil and all his works, gra. 

Mad. Never fash your noddle about me; con¬ 
science 1 I’se no be the first to cry barley. 

Ocl. Ensign Maclaymore, I order you to go and 
take possession of the forecastle with your division, 
honey. I wish they may stand fire till you’re all 
knock’d o’ the head, gra; but I’m afraid they’re no 
better than dunghills; for they were raised from 
the canaille of I’aris. And now I’ll go and put the 
young lady below water, where she may laugh in 
her own sleeve, gra; for if the ship should be blown 
up in the engagement, she is no more than a pas- 
.enger, you know ; and then she’ll be released with- 
lut ransom. 

Btu.sh. Cisi bless you. Captain Oclabber, for 
your gene “.Vity to ray poor lady. 1 wai^ ordered 
liy my master to give her close attendance; and 
’bough I have a great curiosity to see the battle, 
diss Harriet must by no means be left alone. 

\^Exeunl Odahber, Madai/nmrc, and Urush. 

SCENE XL 

Champ. Ventre saingris! que ferai-je! Je me 
.sens lout embrouille—ees autre Anglois sont si pre- 
cipites! qiiediableIcsetouffe. Allous! Aiixanncs! 
maieloks—mes enfans! chardon—chison—ortie— 
.nimiere—rhibou—la faim—allons - vile, vitc—aux 
armes ! [A crew of tatlerdcmalhoux rimnim; up 
and dnu'u the dcch in confusion—the noise of 
cannon and musketry. 

A mon bon Dieu! aycz pitic de moi encore— 
qu’on m’apporte de I’eau de vie. Ah miserable 
pecheiir!—je suis mort!—je suis eiiterre! ah! 
voila assez mes enfans—cessez—desistex—il faut 
imencr — Alonsieur 0-claw-bear—Lieutenant O- 
tlaw-bcar! 

SCENE XII. 

Ocl. Holloa! [ Behind the scenes. 

Champ. Laissez—laissez —leave oti your fire— 
le ciinemi be too strong—we ave abais.see le drapcaii 
—1 command you leave off. 

Ocl. Ix'ave off!—arrali, for what? 

Champ. De ennemi vil accord no quartier. 

Ocl. Devil burn your quarter!—what signifies 
quarter when we’re all kill’d? The men are lying 
along the deck like so many paise; and there is 
mch an abominable stench, gra—by my .shoul! I 
oelieve they were all rotten before they died. 

[ Coniinij upon the staye.^ Arraji, mon deaul! I 
believe the English have made a compact with the ' 
devil, to do such execution; for my ensign has lost 
all his men, too, but the pifier, and they two have 
cleared the forecastle, sword in hand. 

lirush. [in great trepidation.^ OLord! Mr. Oclab- 
her, your ensign is playing the devil—hacking and 
dewing about him like a fury; for the love of God 
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interpose; my master is come aboard, and if they 
sliouid meet, there will be murder I 

Ocl. By my ghoul 1 1 know he has a regard for 
Mr. Ileartly, and if he kills him, it will he in the 
way of friendship, honey; howsomever, if there’s any 
mischief done. I’ll go and prevent it. {ExitOclabber. 
SCENE XIII.— Champignon, Lieutenant Lyon, 
IIeabtly, Hahlyabd, Brush, Block, and 
EnylUh sa'durs. 

Clump, [throwing himself an his hnees and pre¬ 
senting his swordi] Ah! misericorde, Monsieur 
Artlie, quartier—quartier, pour I’amour de Eieu I 
lieartig. I have no time to mind such trifles— 
where is my Harriet! 

Brush. I’ll show you tlie way to the poor solitary 
pigeon—master, this is a happy day! 

[Exeunt Hearth) and Brush, 
SCENE 3 "V. —OcLAnnBB, Maclaymore, Lieu¬ 
tenant Lyon, Haulyard, Champignon, &c. 

Ocl. [delinering his sword.'] Gentlemen, yours is 
the fortune of the day. You ought to be kind to 
us, for we have given you very little trouble. Our 
commander there is a very shivil person, gra; he 
don’t turst after the blood of his enemy. As for 
the soldiers, I shall say nothing; but upon my 
shoul! now they’re the nimblest dead men I ever 
saw in the days of my life! about two minutes 
agonc they were lying like so many slaughtered 
sheep, and now they are all scampered off about 
tlieir business. 

Mad. As I sail answer, its a black burning 
shame I and I hope the king will order them to be 
decimated, that is, every tenth man to be hanged in 
terrorrm. 

Ocl. By iny shalvation! if the king will take 
my advice, every single man of them shall be 
decimated. 

SCENE 'I'HE LAST.— To them Heartly, leading 
in Harriet. 

Heartly. [enibraeimj Ocl. and Mael.] Ocntl, "en, 
^’m heartily glad of having an ojiportunity to re¬ 
turn, in some measure, the civilities you have 
shown to this young lady. Mr. Lyon, I beg you’ll 
ordor their swords to be restored; they were in no 
shape accessory to our grievances. 

Ocl. [receiving his sword.] Mr. Lyon, you’re ex¬ 
tremely polite; and 1 hoiie I shall never die till I 
have an opportunity to return the compliment. 
Madam, I wish you joy of our misfortune, with all 
my shoul. 

Lyon. I a’n’t used to make speeches, madam, but 
I’m very glad it was in my power to .serve such a 
fine lady, especially as my old schoolfellow Heartly 
is so much concerned in your deliverance. As for 
this fair-weather spark. Monsieur de Champignon, 
if he can’t show a commission authorizing him to 
make depredations on the English, I shall order 
him to be hoisted up to the yard’s arm by the neck, 
as a pirate ; but if he can produce his orders, he 
shall be treated as a prisoner of war, tliough not 
before he has restored what he pilfered from you 
and Sir. Hegrtly. 

/far. At thatjratc. I’m afraid I shall lose an 
admirer. Y-ou see. Monsieur de Champignon, the 
old proverb fulfilled; “ Hanging and marriage go 
oy destinyyet, I should be very sorry to occasion 
even tlie death of a sinner. 

Champ. Slodame, 1 implore your pitie and clc- 
mence; Monsieur Artlie, I am one pauvre miser¬ 
able, not worth your revanche. 


[Enter Block drunh, with a portmanteau on his 
shoulder. 

Bloch. Thus and no near—bear a hand, my 
heart; 

[Lays it down, opens it, takes nut and puts on a 
tawdry suit of Champignon’s clothes. 

By your leave, Tinscy—odds heart! these braces 
arc so tort, I must keep my yards square, as the 
saying is. 

Li)on. Ahey! what the devil have we got here ? 
how now. Block ? 

Bloch. All’s fair plunder between decks—we 
ha’n’t broke bulk. I’ll assure you~stand clear—I’ll 
soon overhaul the rest of the cargo. 

[Pulls out a long leather queue with red rihinms. 
What’s here? the tiller of a monkey!—s’blood, the. 
fellow has no more brains than a noddy, to leave 
the red ropes hanging over his stem, whereby the 
enemy may board him on the poop. 

[The next thing that appears, is a very coarse 
canvass shirt, with very fine laced ruffles. 
'Tliis here is the right trim of a Erenchmaii—all 
gingerbread work, flourish and compliment aloft, 
and all rags and rottenness alow. 

[Draws out a plume of feathers. 
Adzooks! this is Mounsecr’s vane, that, like his 
fancy, veers with every puff' to all the points of the 
compass—hark’ye, Sam—the nob must needs he 
damnably light that’s rigged with such a deal of 
feather, nic French are so well fledged, no won¬ 
der they are so ready to fly. 

[Finds a pochet glass, a paper of rouge and 
S)uintsh wod, with which he daubs his face. 
Swing the .swivel-eyed son of a whore! he fights 
under false colours, like a pirate—here’s a luhherly 
dog; he dares not show his own face to the weather. 

Champ. Ah! Monsieur dc Belokke, ave com- 
I passion— 

Block. Don’t be afraid. Frenchman—you see I 
have hoisted your jacket, thof I stnick your ensign 
—we Englishmen never cut throats in cold blooa 
The hest way of beating the French is to spare al 
their Shampinions—odd’s heart 1 I would all their 
commanders were of your trim, brother; We’d soon 
have the French navy at Spithead. 

Lym. But, in the mean time, 1 shall have you to 
the gangway, you drunken swab. 

Miwk. Bwai)! I did swab the forecastle clear of 
the enemy, that I must confess. 

Jiyon. None of your jaw, you lubber. 

Bloch. Lubber!— man and boy, twenty years in 
the service—lubber!—Ben Block was the man that 
taught thee, 'Tom Lyon, to hand, reef, and steer— 
so much for the service of Did England; bnt, go 
thy ways, Ben, thy timbers are crazy, thy planks 
are started, and thy bottom is foul. J have seen 
the day when thou wouldst have shown thy colours 
with the best o’un. 

Lyon. I’eace, porpus. 

lilock. I am a porpus; for I spout salt water, 
d’ye see. I’ll be d —ned 'd grief and sorrow ha’n’t 
set my eye-pumps a-going. 

liar. Dome, Mr. Block, I must make you friends 
with Lieutenant Lyon. As he has been your pupil, 
he must be an able navigator; and this is no time 
for our able seamen to fall out among themselves. 

Bloch. Why, look ye here, mistress, 1 must 
confess,how, he’s as brisk a seaman as ever greased 
a' marlinspike—I’ll turn’un adrift with e’er a he 
that reefed a foresail—A will fetch up his leeway 
with a wet stul, as the saying i —and as for my 
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own part, d*ye Bee, I have stood by him with my 
blood—and my heart—and my liver, in all 
weathers—^blow high—^blow low. 

Har, Well, I hope you’ll live to sec and sail with 
him us an admiral 

Jiiock, I doubt a must be hove down first, keel | 
out of the water, mistress, and be well scrubbed, 
d’ye see, then a may to sea when a wool and hoist 
the Union flag.—Stand clear «John Frenchman— 
“ The Royal Sovereign of England will ride 
triumj)hant over the waves,” as the song goes. 

Lifon. And now for you. Monsieur Champignon. 

Champ. Monsieur Lionnc, I ave not altogether 
contradicted, hut, perliaps, a little exceed my 
orders, which were to take one English chaloupe 
for intelligence. 

Hearth/. Well, I’m persuaded Mr. Lyon will not 
he very severe in his scrutiny; and, to show that 
we Englislimen can forgive injuries, and fight 
without malice, give me your hand—I can’t part 
with my mistress; but in other respects 1 am 
Monsieur dc Champignon’s humble servant. 

Li/on. 1 was once taken by the French, who used 
me nobly. I’m a witness of their valour, and an 
instance of their politeness; but <lien‘ are Cham¬ 
pignons in every service. While France uses us 
like friends, we will return her civilities. When 
she breaks her treaties, and grows insolent, we will 
<lrub her over to her good b(*haviour—.Tack 
IJaulyard, you have got a song to the purpose, that 
won’t, 1 believe, be disagreeable to the company. 

SONG. 

Ueliold 1 my brave Itntons, the fair springing gale, 
i’lll a bumper and toss off your gl^ses: 

Buhs and part with your fiolicsame lasses; 

Then aboard and unfurl the wiac flowing sail. 

Oiioiinb. 

While Briti.shoak beneath ns rolls, 
i\nd Knglihh courage lircs our kou1»; 

To crown our IoiIh, the fates decree 
The wealth and empire of the sea. 

Our canvass and cares to the winds we display, 

Lite and fortune we cheerfully venture; 

And we luugh, and wc quaff, and we banter; 

Nor tlunk of to-morrow while sure of to-day. 

CnoKvs. 

While British oak, &c. 


The streamers of France at a distance appear I 
We must mind other music than catches; 
Man our quarters, and handle our matches 
Our cannon produce, and for battle prepare. 
Chorus. 

While British oak, &c. 

Engender'd in smoke and deliver’d in flame, 
British vengeance rolls loud as the thundexl 
Let the vault of the sky burst asunder, 

6o victory follows with riches and fame. 

Cjiohus. 

While British oak beneath us rolls. 

And English courage fires our souls; 

To crown our toils, the fates decree 
The wealth and empire of the sea. 


EPILOGUE. 

Aye—now T can with pleasure look around, 

Safe a& 1 am, thank Heaven, on English ground-- 
III a dark dungeon to be stow’d away, 

Midst roaring, thuiid’ring, danger and dismay; 
li^xpos’d to fire and w'ater, sword, and bullet— 

Might damp the heart of any virgin pullet— 

1 dread to think what might have come to pass, 

Had not the British Lyon quell'd the Gallic ass— 

By Champiguuu a wretched \ictim led 
To cloister'd cell, or more detested lied, 

My days in pray'r and fasting 1 had spent: 

As nun or wife, alike a penitent. 

His gallantry, so confident and eager, 

Had prov'd a mess of delicate soup—^maigre; 

To bootless longings 1 had fall’n a martyr: 

But, beav'n be prais’d, the Frenchman caught a tartar. 

Tel soft—our author's fate you roust decree : 

Shall he come safe to port, or sink at sea ? • 

Your seiiteiice, sweet or hitter, soft or sore, 

Floats his flail bark, or runs it bump ashore. 

Ye wits above restrain your awful thunder- 

In his first cruise, 'twere pity he should founder, [To the gat. 

Safe from your shot he fears no other foe, 

Nor gulf, but that which horrid yawns below. [ 7'o the pit. 
The bravest ehief'^, 'n Hannibal and Cato, 

Have here been tam’d with—pippin and potatoe. 

Our bard embarks in a more Christian cause; 

He craves not mercy, but he claims applause. 

Hts ]>en against the hostile French is drawn. 

Who damns him, . *^o Aiitigalliean. 

Im d with f 'ring gales and smiling skies, 
f laOcr he may board a richer prize. \hou*e, 

Bui if this welkin angry clouds deform, [Looking round *... 
And hollow groans portend th’ approaclting storm ■ 

Should the descending show’rs of hail redouble, [To tki pal. 
And these rough billows hiss, and boil, and bubble, 
lie'll launch no more on such fell seas of trouble. [ T%t.,e pit. 
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ADVICE, AND EEPROOP. 

TWO SATTHER. 

First Published in the Year 1740 and 1717 


-Sed pndiee levi, 

Csduntur tumidfp medico ndcnlc Marisctc.- 

O Proceres I censors opus est an haruspice nobis ? 

JlTVKNAl.. 

Peccandi finem posuit sibi? qnando rceepit 
Ejectum semel attriia de Ironte ruboremf laiD. 

ADVICE: A SATUIE. 

Poet, Ebieno. 

Poel. Enough, enough; all this we knew before) 
’Tis infamous, 1 grant it, to be poor: 

And who so much to sense and glory lost. 

Will hug the urse that not one joy can boasi! 


From the pale hag, 0! could I once break loose; 
Divorc’d, all hell should not re-tie the noose! 

I Not with more care shall II-avoid his wife, 

I Not Cope fly swifter, lashing for his life; 

Than 1 to leave tlie meagre fiend bcliind. 

Friatd. Exert your talents; nature, ever kind, 10 
Enough for happiness bestows on all; 

’Tis sloth or pride tliat finds her gifts too small— 

Why sleeps the muse?-Is there no room for • 

When such bright constellations blaze ? [praise. 
When sage Newcastle, alKtlnepjly ^eat. 

Neglects his food to cater for the state; 

Ver. 8, A general famous for an expeditious retreat, though 
not quite so deliberate as that of the ten thousand Uieeka 
from Persia; having unfortunately forgot to bring his army 
along with him. 

Vcr. 15. Alluding to the philosopliical eontempt which this 
great personage luanifcsted for the sensual delight, of the 
stomach. 



460 


POEMS. 


.And Grafton, tow’rin^ Atlas of the throne, 

So well rewards a genins like his own.* 

Granville and Bath illustrious, need I name 
For sober dignity and spotless fame; 20 

Or Pitt th’ unshaken Abdiel yet unsung: 

Thy candour, Chomdly I and thy truth, O Yonnge! 

Poet, Th’ advice is good; the (luestioii only, whe- 
These names and virtues ever dwelt together? [ther 
But what of that? the more the hard shall claim, 
Who can create as well as cherish fame. 

But one thing more,—how loud must I repeat. 

To rouse th’ engag’d attention of the great; 
Amus'd, perhap.s, with G——’s prolific bum. 

Or rapt amidst the transports of a drum ; 30 

While the grim porter watches ev’ry door. 

Stern foe to tradesmen, poets, and tlie poor. 

Th’ Hesperian dragon not more fierce and fell; 
Nor the gaunt growling janitor of hell. 

Ev’n Atticus (so wills the voice of fate). 

Enshrines in clouded majesty his state; 

Nor to th’ adoring crowd vouchsafes regard. 
Though priests adore, and ev’ry priest a bard. 

Shall I then follow with the venial tribe. 

And on the threshold the base mongrel bribe? 40 
Bribe him, to feast ray mute imploring eye. 

With some proud lord, who smiles a gracious lie ? 
A lie to captivate my heedless youth. 

Degrade my talents, and debauch my truth j 
While fool’d with hope, revolves my joyless day. 
And friends, and fame, and fortune fleet away; 

Till scandal, indigence, and scorn, my lot. 

The dreary jail entombs me, where J rot! 

Is there, ye varnish’d ruffians of the state ! 

Not one, among the millions whom ye cheat, 50 
Who, while he totters on the brink of woe. 

Dares, ere he falls, attempt th’ avenging blow 1 
, A steady blow! his languid soul to feasi; 

And rid his country of one curse at least ? 

Friend. What! turn assassin ? 

Poet. Ix-t th’ assassin bleed ; 

My fearless verse shall justify the deed. 

"Tis he, who lures th’ unpractised mind astray. 

Then leaves the wretch to misery a prey ; 

Perverts the race of virtue just begun. 

And stabs the public in her ruin’d son. GO 

Frieiul. Heav’ns 1 how you rail! the man's con¬ 
sum’d by spite! 

If Lackraan’s fate attends you, when you write; 

Let prudence mure propitious arts inspire: 

Vor. 1 7. This noble peer, remarkable for sublimity of parts, 
by viituc of his otiire. Lord Chamberlain, conferred the 
hiureat on Colley Cibber, Ksq., a delectable bard, wliosc 
character has already employed, together with hii» own, the 
greatest pens of the age. 

Ver lU Two noblemen, famous in their day for nothing 
more than their fortitude in bearing the scorn and reproach 
of their country. 

Ver. 21. Abdiel, according to Milton, was the only seraph 
♦hat preserved his integrity in the midi»t of corruption:— 
Among th’ inmimcr.able false, unmov’d, 

Unshaken, unscduc’d, unterrihcd. 

Ver 2D. This alludes to a phenomenon, not more strange 
than true The person here meant, having actually laid 
upwards of forty eggs, as several physicians and fellows of 
tlie Hoyal Society can attest; one of whom, we hear, has 
undeitaken the Incubation, and will, no doubt, favour the 
world with an account of his success. Some virtuosi alUrni, 
tbai such productions'must be the effect of a certain inter¬ 
course of orgaiib not lit to lie named. 

Ver 30. This is a riotous assembly of fashionable people, of 
both sc\es, at a private house, consisting of some hundreds; 
Dot unaptly styled a drum, from the noise and emptiness 
the entertainment. There are also drum-inujoi, rout, 
tempest, and hurricane, differing only m degrees of multitude 
. nd uproar, as the significant name of each declares. 

Ver. 62. To be little read, and less approved. 


The lower still you crawl, you’ll climb the higher. 
Go then, with ev’ry supple virtue stor’d, 

And thrive, the favour’d valet of my lo^. 

Is that denied? a boon more humble crave; 

And minister to him who serves a slave. 

Be sure you fasten on promotion’s scale ; 

Kv’n if you seize some footman by the tail. 70 
Th’ ascent is easy, and the prospect clear, 

From the smircli’d scullion to th’ embroider’d peer 
Th’ ambitious drudge preferr’d, postillion rides, 
Advanc’d again, the chair benighted guides; 

Here doom’d, if nature strung his sinewy frame. 
The slave, perha])s, of some insatiate dame ; 

But if exempted from th’ Herculean toil, 

A fairer field awaits him, rich with spoil; 

There shall he shine, withminglinghonours bright. 
His master’s pathic, pimp, and parasite; 80 

Then strut a captain, if his wish be w'ar. 

And grasp, in hope, a tnxnchcon and a star; 

Or if the sweets of peace his soul allure, 

Bask at his ease in some warm sinecure; 

His fate in consul, clerk, or agent, vary, 

Or cross the seas, an envoy's secretary. 

Compos’d of falsehood, ignorancA*, and prid^', 

A prostrate sycophant shall rise a L—d. 

And won from kennels to tli’ impure embrace, 
Accomplish’d Warren triumph o’er disgrace. 00 

Poet, Jitemal infamy his name surround, 
planted first that vice on Britisli ground! 

A vice that, spite of sense and nature reigns, 

And poisons genial love, and maiiliood stums ! 
Follio! the pride of science and its shame, 
Tlionmse \ve(‘ps o'er thee, while she brands th) name! 
Abhorrent views that prostituted groom, 

’Fh’ indecent grotio and polluted doom! 

"I’liere onl) may the s]>urious pavssion glow. 

Where not one laurel decks the caititl' s brow, 10(» 
Obscene w ith crimes avow’d, of every d)e, 
Corruption, lust, ojipression, perjury ; 

Let Chardin with a chaplet round his head. 

The taste of Maro and Anacreon jilead, 

“ Sir, Flaccus knew to live as well as writ' 

And kept, like me, two boys array’d in white.” 
Worthy to feel that appetence of fame 
Which rivals Horace only in his shame! 

Let Isis wail in munnurs, as she runs, 

Her tempting fathers, and her yielding sons; J10 
While dnlness screens the failings of the church, 
Nor leaves one sliding rabbi in the lurch. 

Far other raptures let the breast e<mtain, 

Where heav’n-horn ta.ste and emulation reign. 

FrkmJ. Shall not iitliousand virtues, then, atone 
In thy strict censure for the breach of one ? 

Ver. This child of dirt (to use a great author’s ex- 
, rcAhion), M ithout any other quality than grovelling adul.i 
tioii, has arrived at tlie power of insulting his betters evciy 
day. 

Ver. DO Another son of for*unc, who owes his present 
ifTIuenee to the most infamouft qualilications; coinmoiii) 
ailed Hrush Warren, from having been a shoc-blaek. It ii> 
Bald he was kept by both sexes at one time. 

Ver. 103. This genial knight wore at his own banquet a 
garland of flowers, in imitation of the aneieiiih; and ke|it 
two rosy boys robed in while for the entcrtaiiiinent of his 
,uests. 

Ver. lOD. In alluKion to the imnaturHl orgies said to be 
soleminsciMl on the banks of this river; particulaily at one 
|)lnre, where a much greater sumtity ol inoials and taste 
aught be eApc'-iod. 

Ver. 111. 'J’his 18 a deeent and parental oflice, in which 
lulnc-'S is employed; namely, to conceal the fdilings ot her 
’hildren , and exactly contoiniahte to that instance of filial 
[Hcly which we meet with in the son of Noah, who went 
iiii’kward to cover the nakedness of Ins father, when he la) 
exposed, from tin’ seollb and insults of a malieioUH world. 
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If Bubo keeps a catamite or whore, 

His bounty feeds the l)eggar at his door. 

And though no mortal credits Curio’s word, 

A score of lackeys fatten at his board. 120 

'J’o Christian meekness sacrifice thy spleen, 

And strive thy neighbour’s weaknesses (o soreoii. 

Voet, ycorn’dbetlu* bard,andwither d all hisfumc 
Who wounds a brother weejnng o’er his shame! 
]lut if an impious wretch, with frantic pride, 
Throws honour, truth, and decency abide; 

If nor by reason aw’d, nor check’d hy fears, 

He counts his glories from tlie stains he bears ; 

Th’ indignant muse to virtue’s aid shall rise, 

And fix the brand of infamy on vice, 130 

What if, arous’d at his imjierious call. 

An hundred tbotsteps echo through his liall; 

And on high columns rear’d his lofty dome 
3’reclaims th’ united art of Creece and Home: 
What though whole hecatombs his crew n-gale. 
And eacli dependent slumbers o’er his ale; 

While the remains, through mouths unii umber’d past, 
Indulge the beggar and the dogs at last; 

S ly, friend, is it benevolence of soul, 

Or pompous vanity, that prompts the whole ? 140 
These sons of sloth, who hy profusion thrive, 
liis pride inveigled from the publh* hive; 

And numbers pine in solitary woe. 

Who furnish’d out tins phantasy of show. 

When silent misery assail'd liis eyes, 

Did e’er his throbbing bosom sympathize? 

Or his extensive charity jicrvade 

,Tt> those* who languish in the barren shade. 

Where oft by want and modesty suppress’d, 

The bootless tah'ut warms the lonely breast? laO 
No! petrify’d hy dulness and disdain, 

Beyond the feeling of anotlier’s pain, 

The tear of pity ne’er liedew’d Ins eye, 

Nor his lewd bosom felt the Mwial sigh! 

Pnend. Alike to tliec his virtue or his vice, 

If his hand lib’ral owns thy merii’s priee. 

Poet. Sooner in hopeless anguish would T inoum, 
Than owe my fortune to the man 1 scorn !— 

What new resource ? 

Pnriid. A thousand yet remain, 

That bloom with honours, or that teem with gain: 1 GO 
These arts,—are they beneath--beyond thy cure? 
Devote tliy studios ti> th’ auspicious fair. 

Of truth divested, let thy tongue supjily 
The hinted slander, and the whisjier'd lie; 

All merit mock, all qualities depress. 

Save those that grace th* excelling patroness; 
Trophies to her, on others’ I’ollies raise. 

And heard with joy, by defamation praise. 

To this collect each faculty of face, 

And ev’ry feat perform of sly grimace; 170 

Let the grave sneer sarciistic .sjicak thee shrewd, 
Th<* smutty joke ridiculously lew'd ; 

And the loud laugh through all its changes rung. 
Applaud th’ abortive sallies of her tongue. 

Kuroll’d a member in the sucrhI list. 

Soon shalt thou sharp in company at whist •, 

Her midnight rites and revels regulate. 

Priest of her love, and demon of her hate. 

J\teL But say, what recompense for all this waste 
Of honour, truth, attention, time, and taste? 180 

Vci. 177 Tli*'‘i('are myslcriespcrfoimcil, like those of the I 
Deo B''na. by femaleg only; consequcnlly it eaiinot be I 
expectid that we ■‘houM here e\plam them. Wo hove, j 
nolwiths»amim>j. Iimml nioans to learn some aiMvdotes eon- i 
'erniiig them, wlucb we itliAll reserve lor anotber oppor I 


I To shine confess’d her zany and her tool, 

I And fall by what I rose, low ridietde ? 

Again shall Handel raise her laurel’d brow, 

Again shall harmony with rapture glow I 
The spells dissolve, the combination breaks, 

And I’uneh no longer Erasi’s rival squeaks. 

Lo, Kusscll falls a sacriiice to whim, 

And starts amaz'd in Newgate from his dream : 
With trembling hands implores their promis’d aid; 
And sees their iavour like a vision fade I 19D 
Is this, ye faithless syrens !—this the joy, 

To which your smiles th’ unwary wretch decoy ? 
Naked and shackled, on the pavement prone, 

Ills mangled flesh devouring from the bone; 
itage in his heart, distraction in his eye I 
Behold, inhuman hags! your minion lie! 

Behold his gay career to ruin run, 

By you seduc’d, abandon’d and undone! 

Itather in garret ])ent, secure from harm, 

My muse with murders shall the town alarm; 200 
Or plunge in politics with patriot zeal, 

And snarl like Guthrie for the public weal, 

Than crawl an insect in a beldame’s power, 

And dread the crush of caprice ev’ry hour! 

Pnend. ’Tis well;—enjoy that petulance of style, 
And, like the envious adder, lick the file: 

What tliough success will not attend on all! 

Who brarelr dares, must sometimes risk a fall. 
Beliold the bounteous board of fortune spread ; 
Each weakness, vice, and folly yields thee bread; 210 
Wouldst thou with prudent condescension strive 
On the long-settled terms of life to thrive. 

7 W/. What! join the crew that pilfer one anotlicr, 
Betray my friend, and persecute my brother: 

'j’urn usurer o’er cenf. per cent, to brood, 

Or quack, to feed like fleas on human blood ? 

Pneud. ()r if thy soul can brook the gilded curse. 
Some changeling heiress steal— 

Poet. Why not a purse ? 

Two things I dread, my conscience and the law. 220 

Pneud. Jlow ? dread a mumbling bear without a 
Nor this,nor that, is standard right or wrong, [claw ? 
'fill niinlcd by the mercenary tongue; 

And what is conscience but a fiend of strife. 

That chills the joys, and damps the scenes of life? 
The w'ayward child of vanity and fear, 

The ])eevish dam of poverty and care; 
Unnumber’d woes engender in the breast 
That entertains the rude, ungrateful guest. 230 

Poet. Hail, sacred pow’r! my glory and my 
Fair source of mental peace, whate’er betide; [guide! 
Safe in thy shelter, let disaster roll 
Eternal hurricanes around my soul: 

Ver 1H7. A famous mimic and sinptT. The person here 
meant, by tl»o qualifications above dcbcrilieil, had insinuated 
himself into .he coiiliilence of eeri.iin ladies of quaaty, vrbo 
enttafjed him to set up a puppet show, in oppohition to the 
oratorios of lian_el, neainsl whom they were unreasonably 
prejudiced. But the town not seconding the capricious under¬ 
taking, they deserted their inanajjcr, wlmm Hiey had prol»li^ed 
to support, and let him sink under the expense they had 
entailed upon him. He was accordingly thrown into prison, 
when* Ins disappointment got the better of bis reason, and 
he remained in all t^^ ecstasy of despair; till at Igst his 
geneious patronesses after much solicitation, were prevailed 
upon to collect file pounds, on the payment o(which hewas 
mlmitted into Bedlam, wheic he continued bereft of his 
imderstanding, and died in the utmost misery. 

Ver. 1911. I'liescare the dreams and fictions of Grub-street, 
with which the good people of this metropolis 'are daily 
alarmed and entertained. 

Ver. 20fi. I’liis alludes to the fable of the viper and fils, 
applicable to all the unsuccessful elFurts of malice and 
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M; BOullSerene amidrt the stonn shall T«ign, 

And smile to see their fury hnrst in vain I 
Friend. Too coy to flatter, and too proud to serve, 
Thine be the joyless dignity to,Btarve. 

Poet. No;—^thanks to discord, war shall be my 
And moral rage heroic courage lend [friend; 
To pierce the gleaming squadron of the foe, 240 
And win renown by some distinguish’d blow. 

Friend. Benown 1 ay, do—uni' 'nnel the whole 
Of military cowards on thy back. [pack 

What difference, say, ’twist him who bravely stood. 
And him who sought the bosom of the wood? 
Envenom’d calumny the first shall brand. 

The last enjoy a ribbon and command. 

Poet. If such be life, its wretches 1 deplore. 

And long to quit th’ inhospitable shcre. 


EEPEOOP: A SATIBE. 

Poet, Fbiend. 

Poet Howe’er I turn, or wheresoe’er I tread. 
This giddy world stiU rattles round my head! 

1 pant for silence ev’n in this retreat— 

Good Heav’n! what demon thunders at the gate ? 

Friend. In vain you strive in this sequester’d 
To shroud you from anmjnr’d friend’s rebuke, [nook. 
Poet. An injur’d Mend! who challenges the 
If you, what title justifies the claim ? [name ? 
Did e’er your heart o’er my affliction grieve. 

Tour int’rest prop me, or your praise relieve ? 10 
Or could my wants my soul so far subdue. 

That in distress she crawl’d for aid to you ? 

But let us grant th’ indulgence e’er so strong; 
Display without reserve th’ imagin’d wrong: 
Among your kindred have I kindled strife. 
Deflower’d your daughter, or debauch’d your wife; 
Traduc’d your credit, bubbled you at game; 

Or soil’d with infamous reproach your name? 

Friend. No: but your cynic vanity, you'll own. 
Expos’d my private counsel to the town. 20 
Poet Such fair advice ’twcrc pity sure to lose; 

I grant I printed it for public use. 

Frieml. Yes, season’d with your own remarks be- 
Xnfiam’d with so much virulence of spleen, [tween. 
That the mild town (to give the dev’l his due) 
Ascrib’d the whole performance to a Jew. [mouth. 
Poet Jews, ’Turks, or Pagans, hallowed be the 
That teems with moral zeal and dauntless truth I 
Prove that my partial strain adopts one lie. 

No penitent more mortified than 1; 30 

Not cv’n the wretch in shackles doom’d to groan 
Bencatli the inhuman scoffs of Williamson. 

Friend. Hold—let us see this boasted self-denial— 
The vanquish’d knight has triumph’d in his trial. 
Poet What then ? 

Friend. Your own sarcastic verse unsay. 

That brands him as a trembling runaway. 

Poet. With all my soul!—^thfimputed charge re- 
Pll own my error and expunge my verse, [hearse: 
Come, come,—howe’er the day was lost or won. 
The world alloVs the race was fairly run. 40 
But lest the trutti too naked should appear, 

A robe of sable shall the goddess wear; 

When, sheep were subject to the lion’s reign. 

Ere man acquir’d dominion o’er the plain. 


Ver. 237. This, suivly, occasioned ChuichiU’s 

Too proud to flatter, too sincere to tie.” 

Ver. 248, 249. This last line relates to the behaviour of a 
general on a certain occasion, who discovered an extreme 
passion for tire cool shade during the heat of the day: the 
Hanoverian general in the battle of Dettingen. 

Ver. 32. Governor of the Tower. Ver. 34. Sir John Cope. 


Voracious wolves, fierce rushing from the rocks. 
Devour’d without control th’ unguarded flocks: 

The Buff’rcrs crowding round the royal cave. 

Their monarch’s pity and protection crave; 

Not that they wanted valour, force, or arms. 

To shield their lambs from dangers and alarms i 90 . 
A thousand rams, the champions of the fold. 

In strength of horn and patriot virtue bold, 
Engag’^iljp firm association stood, 

Their lives devoted to the public good: 

A warlike chieftain was their sole request. 

To marshal, guide, instruct, and rule the rest: 

Their prayer was heard, and by consent of all, 

A courtier ape appointed general.- 

He went, he led, arrang’d the battle stood. 

The savage foe came pouring like a flood, 60 
Then Pug aghast fled swifter than tlie wind. 

Nor deign’d in three score miles to look behind j 
■While ev’ry band for orders bleat m vain. 

And fall in slaughter’d heaps upon the plain: 

The scar’d babpon^ to cut the matter short, , 

With all his speed could not outrun report; 

And, to appease the clamours of the nation, . 

’Twas tit his case should stand examination,. , 

The board was nam’d—each worthy took his,, lace; 
All senior members of the honied race,— , 70 

'The wedder, goat, ram, elk, and ox were thci , 

And a grave hoary stag possess’d the chair.— 

Th’ inquiry past, each m his turn began. 

The culprit’s conduct variously to scan. 

At length the sage uprear'd his awful crest, 

And pausing thus his fellow chiefs address’d 
If age, that from this head its honours stole. 

Hath not impair’d the functions of my soul. 

But sacred wisdom hath experience bought, 80 
While this weak frame decays, matures my thought 
Th’ important issue of this grand debate, 

M“v furnish precedent for your own fate: 

Should ever fortune call you to repell 
The shaggy foe so desperate stnd fell. 

’Tis plain, you say, his excellence Sir Ape 
From the dire field accomplish’d an escape; 

Alas! our fellow-subjects ne’er had bled, 

If every ram that fell like him had fled; 

Oertes, those sheep were rather mad than brave. 
Which scorn’d th’ example their wise leader gave. 90 
Let us then ev’ry vulgar hint disdain. 

And from our brother’s laurel wash the stain.— 

Th’ admiring court applauds the president. 

And pug was clear’d by general consent, [scope. 

Friend. There needs no magic to divine your 
Mark’d as you are a flagrant misanthrope: 

Sworn foe to good and bad, to great and small. 

Thy rankling pen produces nought but gall: 

Let virtue struggle, or let glory shine. 

Thy verse affords not one approving line.— 100 ; 

Poet. Hail, sacred themes! the muse’sehief delight! 
0 bring the darling objects to my sight 1 
My breast with elevated thought shall glow. 

My fancy brighten, and my numbers flow 1 

Ver. 70. It is not to be wondered at that this boara con*' 
sisted of horned catlie only, since, before the use of arms, 
every creature was obliged m war to tight with such weapons 
as nature afforded itconsequently those supplied with horns 
bid fairest for signalizing themselves in the held, and carry' 
ing off the tirst posts in tlic army.—But I observe, that, 
among the members of this court, there is no mention made^ 
of such of the horned family as were chichy celebrated fot 
valour; namely, the bull, unicorn, rhinoceros, &c. which 
gives reason to suspect, that these last were either out at 
favour with the ministry, laid aside on account of their great , 
age, or that the ape had interest enough at court to exclude , 
them from the number of his judges. ^ 



IlKPllOOF: A SATIRE. 


V Aonian grove with rapture would I tread, 

?o crop unfading wreaths for William’s head; 

(ut that my strain, unheard amidst the throii| 2 ^, 
dust yield to Lockman’s ode, and Ilanbury’s song, 
for would th’ enamour’d muse neglect to pay 
^ Stanhope’s worth the tributary lay; 110 

hic soul unstain’d, the sense subUme to paint, 

I people’s patron, pride, and ornament 2 
)id not Ids virtues eternis’d remain ^ 

Dhe boasted theme of Pope's immortal s^in. 
fot ev’n the pleasing task is leit, to raise 
I grateful monument to ilamard's praise *, 

!)lse should the venerable patriot stand 
rii’ unshaken pillar of a sinking land. 

Che gladd’ning prospect let me still pursue, 

^nd bring fair virtue's triumph to the view! 120 

\lik’ to me, by f(»rtune blest or not, 

Prom soaring Cobhain to the melting Scot. 

But, lo! a swarm of harpies intervene, 

1*0 ravage, mangle, and pollute the scene ! 
org’d vitli our i)lunder, yet still gaunt for spoil, 
apacious (Jideou fastens on our isle: 
isatia* ‘ Lascolles, and the fiend Vaneck, 
mr ruins, and enjoy the wreck; 

.‘iping Jasper glories in his prize, 130 
from the widow’s tears and orphan’s cries, 
i'/-.. u1. Relaps’d again! strange tendency to niiJ! 
fear’d this meekness would not long prevail, [see 
Poet, Yon deem itrancour then ?—Look round and 
'hat vices flourish still, unprun’d by me; 
(irruption, roll’d in a triumphant car, 
isplays his burnish’d front and glitt’ring star; 

" heeds tln‘ public scorn, or transient curs *, 
nknown alike to honour and remorse, 
chold the leering belle, caress’d by all, 
dorn each private feast and public ball; 140 

Inhere peers attentive listen and adore, 
nd not one matron shuns tlie titled whore, 
t Peter’s obsecjuies I sung no dirge; 
or lias my satire yet sujiplied a scourge 
or th<; vile tribe of usurers and bites, 
i^ho sneak at Jonathan's, and swear at White’s, 
aeh low pursuit, and slighter folly bred 
’itliin the selfish heart and hollow' head, 
hrives uncontroU'd and blossoms o'er the land, 
or feel the rigour of my chast’ning hand: 150 

riiile Codrus shivers o’er his bags of gold, 
y famine wither'd, and benumb’d by cold; 
mark his liaggard eyes with frenzy roll, 
nd feast ujam the terrors of his soul; 
he wrecks of war, the perils of the deep, 
hat curse with hideous dreams the caitiff's sleep; 
iRolvent debtors, thieves, and civil strife, 
rhich daily persecute his wretched life; 

Ver. 108 Two productions resemhHnf^.onc another very 
uch ill that very cloyiii{f mediocrity, which Horace com- 
;r<*s to—CroMttm unguentuin, f! Sard*} cuvi melhptipaver. 
Ver. 110 Tho Earl of Chesterfield. 

Ver. 122. Daniel Mackerclier, Esq., a man of such priml- 
'e simplicity, that he may he said to have exceeded the 
■ipture injunction, by not only paiting with his cloak and 
at, bwt with his siiirt also, to relieve a brother in distresN : 
r. Aniiebliy, who claimed the Anglcsea title and estate. 
Ver. 12(1. A triumvirate of contrarton, who, scorning the 
rrow views of private usury, found means to lay a whole 
ite under coRtnbution, and pillage a kingdom of immense 
jns, under the protection of law. 

)er. 120. A Christian of bowels, who lends money tot his 
grids in want at the moderate intereht of 50f. per cent. A 
p famous for buying poor seamen’s tickets. 

^r. 139 . A wit of Uie first water, celebrated for her talent 
lepartee and doubU entendre. 

yer. 143. Peter Waters, ^q., whose character is loo well 
-Jwn to need description. 


With all the horrors of prophetic dread, 

That rack his bosom while the mul is read. » 

Safe from the rod, untainted by the school, 

A judge by birth, hy destiny a fool, ^ 

While the young lordling struts vritih native. 

His party*colour’d tutor by his side, 

Pleas’d, let me own the pious mother’s care^' 

Who to the brawny 8it% commits her heir. 

Fraught with the pirit of a Gothic monk, 

Let Rich, with dulncss and devotion drunk, 

Enjoy the peal so barbarous and loud, i70 

While his brain spues new monsters to the cfovd s 
1 see with joy the vaticide deplore 
An hell-denouncing priest and sov’reign whore. 
liCt ev’ry polish’d dimie, and genial lord, 

Kmi>loy the social chair and venal board; 
Debauch’d from sense, let doubtful meanings nm, 
I'he vague conundrum, and the prurient pun *, 
While the vain fop, with apish ^^n, rega^s . 

I'ho giggling minx half-chok’d behind her card^: 
Tliesc and a thousand idle pranks 1 deem 
'fhe motley sjiawn of ignorance and whim. TSht 
Let pride conceive and folly propagate, * 

Tho fashion still adopts the spurious brat: 

Nothing so strange that fashion cannot tame; 

By this dishonour ceases to shame. 

'Phis weans from bUishes lewd Tyrawley’s face,, 
Gives ITawlcy praise, and Ingoldsby disgrace; 
From Mead to Thompson shifts the palm at once, 
A meddling, prating, blund’ring, busy dunce! 

And may (should taste a little more decline) 
Transform the nation lo a herd of swine. 190 

Friend The fatal period hastens on apace! 

Nor will thy verse th’ obscene event disgrace; 

'Phy flowers of poetry that smell so strong, 

The keenest apjietite have loath'd the song; 
('ondemn’dby Clark, Banks,Barrowby,and Chitty, 
And all tho crop-ear’d critics of the city. 

While sagely neutral sits thy silent friend, 

Alike av4‘rse to censure or commend. 

Peace to the gentle soul that could deny 
Ills invocatod voice to fill the cry! 200 

And let me still the sentiment disdain 
Of him who never speaks but to arraign; 

The STieering son of calumny and scorn, • 
Whom neither arts, nor sense, nor soul adorn. 

Ver. 164. Whether it be for the reason assigned tii the 
snhsoquent lines, or the frugality of the parents, who are 
unwilling to throw away money in making their children 
w'iscr than themselves, 1 know not; but eeitaiii it is, that 
many people of fashion commit the education of their heirs 
to some trusty footman, with a particular command to keep 
ma.ster out of tlie stable. 

Vet. 170. Monsters of absurdity. 

“ He look’d, and saw a sable sorc^et rise, 

Swift to wiiose hand a winged volume dies; 

All sudden, goigons Idas, and dragons glare, 

And ten horned fiends and giants ruih to war. 

Hell rises, heaven descends, and dance on earth, 
(lods, imps, and monsters, music, rage, and mirth, 
A fire, a jig. a battle, and a bail. 

Till one wide conilagration swallows all.” 

Dvkciad. 

Ver. 174. Tills is no other than an empty chair, canied about 
with great formality to perform visits; by the help of which 
a decent correspondence is often maintained among people of 
fhshion, many years together, without one personal interview, 
to the great honour of hwipitality and good neighbourhood. 

Ihid. Venal hoard.] Equally appltcab'e to the dining and 
card-table, wliere every guest must pay a* ..travagant price 
for what he has. 

Ver. 186. Hawley.] A general so renowned for conduct 
and discipline, that, during an action in whic^ he had a con¬ 
siderable command, he is said to have been rallying three 
fugitive dragoons, five miles from the field of battle. 

Ver. 19S. A fraternity of wits, whose virtue, modesty, and 
taste, are much of the same dimension. 



POEMS. 


^9rbo, to maintam a critic’s rank, 

V conscious of his own internal blank, 
t of taste unwilling to betray, 

. flense and nonsense hesitates ^1 day *, 
iepow contracted hears each passage read, 
ften hums and shakes his empty head ; 210 
some oracle ador’d pronounce 
issive bard a poet or a dunce ; 
in loud clamour echoes back the word, 

)ld ! insipid—soaring or absurd, 
and th’ unnumber’d shoals of smaller fry, 
libble round, I pity and defy. 


THE TEARS OE SCOTLAm 

WRITTEN IN THE TEAR 1746. 

Mourn, hapless Caledonia, mourn 
Thy banish’d peace, thy laurels torn I 
Thy sons, for valour long renown’d, 

Lie slaughter’d on their native ground; 
Thy hospitable roofs no more 
Invite the stranger to the door; 

In smoky rums sunk they lie. 

The monuments of cruelty. 

The wretched owner secs afar 
His all become the prey of war; 

Bethinks him of his babes and wife, 

Then smites his breast and curses life. 
Thy swains are famish’d on the rocks, 
Where once they fed their wanton flocks; 
Thy ravish’d virgins shriek in vain; 

Thy infants perish on the plain. 

What boots it then, in every dime, 
Throi%1/0)e wide spreading waste of time, 
Thy martial glory, crown’d with praise, 
Still shone with uudimiiiish’dblazc? 

Thy low’ring spirit now is broke, 

Thy neck is bended to the yoke. 

What foreign arms could never quell, 

By civil rage and rancour fell. 

The rural pipe and merry lay 
No more shall cheer the happy day; 

No social scenes of gny delight 
Beguile the dreary winter night; 

No strains but those of sorrow flow, 

And nought be heard but sounds of woe, 
While the pale phantoms of the slain 
Glide nightly o’er the silent plain. 

O baneful cause, oh I fatal mom, 

Accurs’d to ages yet unborn! 

The sons against their father stood, 

The parent shed lus children's blood. 

Yet, when the rage of battle ceas’d 
The victor’s soul was nut appeas’d; 

The naked and forlorn must feel 
Devouring flames, and murd'riag steel! 

The pious mother, doom’d to death, 
Forsaken, wanders o’er the heath; 

The bleak wind whistles round her head, 
Her helpless orphans cry for bread; 

Bereft of shelter, food, and friend, 

4he views the shades of night descend: 

A.nd stretch'd beneath th' inclement skie^ 
IVeeps o’er her tender babes, and dies. 
IVhile the warm blood bedews my veins, 
Und uiiimpalr’d remembrance reigns, 
[lesentment of my country’s fate 
IVitbin my flhal breast shall beat; 

^nd, spite of her insulting foe, 
kfy sympathizing venie shall flow: 

‘ Mourn, hapless Caledonia, mourn 
nty banish’d peace, thy laurels torn.” 

• - • SONG. 

To flx her-'-’twere a task as vain 
To combat April drops of rain. 

To sow in Afric's barren soil. 

Or tenyiests hold witliln a toil. 

I know it, friend, she’s light as air, 

False as the fowler’s artful snare: 
inconstant as the passing wind. 

At winter’s dreary frost unkind. 


She’s such a miser too in love, 

Its joys she’ll neither share nor provci 
Though hundreds of gallants await 
From her victorious eyes their fate. 

Blushing at such inglorious reign, 

I sometimes strive to break her chain; 

My reason summon to my aid. 

Resolv’d no more to be betray’d. 

Ahl friend, ’tis but ashort-liv'd trance. 
Dispell’d by one enchanting glance; 

She need but look, and 1 confess, 

Those looks completely curse or bless. ^ 

So solt, so elegant, so fair, 

Sure something more than human’s there; 
1 must submit, for strife is vain, 

’Twas destiny that forg’d the chain. 


BURLESQUE ODE.* 

Where wast thou, wittol ward, when hapless fat« 
From these weak arms mine aged grannam tore: 

These pious arms essay’d too late, 

To drive the dismal phantom from the door. 

Could not thy healing drop, illustrious quack, 

Could not thy salutary pill prolong lier days; 

For whom, so oft, to Morybonc, alack! 

Thy sorrels dragg’d thee through the worst of ways t 
Oil>dropping Twick’nham did not then detain 
Thy steiis, though tended by the Cambrian maids. 

Nor the sweet environs of Drury^lane *, 

Nor dusty Pimlico’s embow’ring shades; 

Nor Whitehall, by the river’s bank, 

Beset with rowers dank; 

Nor where th’ Exchange pours forth its tawny sons; 
Nor where to mix with otfal, soil and blood, 

Steep Snow-hill rolls the sable flood; 

Nor where the Mint’s contaminated kennel runs 
Jll doth it now beseem, 

That thou shnuldst doze and dream. 

When death in mortal armour came, 

And struck with ruthless dart the gentle dame 
Her hb’ral hand and sympathizing breast 
I'he brute creuliun kindly bless’d: 

Where’er she trod grimalkin purr’d around, 

T1h» squeaking pigs her bounty own’d: 

Nor to the waddling duck or gabbling goose, 

Did she glad sustenance revise; 

The strutting cock she daily fed. 

And turkey with his snout so red; 
or chickens careful as the pious hen. 

Nor did she overlook the tomtit or the wren 
While redbreast hopp’d before her in the hall, 

As if she common mother were of all. 

For my distracted mind, 

What comfort can 1 And ? 

O best of grannams t thou art dead and gone, 

And I am left beliind to weep and moan. 

To sing thy dirge in sad and funeral lay, 

Oh! woe is me ! alack I and well-a-day 1 

ODE TO MIRTH. 

Parent of joy I heart-casing mirth. 

Whether of Venus or Aurora bom; 

Yer goddess sure of heavenly birth, 

Visit benign a son of grief forlorn; 

Thy glitt’ring colours gay, 

Around him mirth display: 

And o’er his raptur’d sense 
Dstfuse thy living influence: 

So shall each hill in purer green array’d, 

And flower-adorn’d in new-born beauty glow; 

The grove shall smooth the horrors of the shade, 
And streams m murmurs shall forget to fiow^ 

Shine, goddess, shine with unremitted ray, 

And gild, a second sun, with brighter beam ourdaj/ 

Labour with thee forgets his pain, 

And aged poverty can smile with thee; 

If thou be nigh, griefs hate is vain, 

And weak th’ uplifted arm of tyranny. 

The morning opes on high 
* His universal eye; 

And on the world doth pour 
His glories in a golden shower: 

* Smollett, imagining himself illtrepted by Lord Lyttleto# 
wrote the above burlesque on that nobleman’s numody or 
he death of his lady. 
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OPINIONS or THE PRESS AND VARIOUS WRITER^.. 


'FIIE TIMES, SipU-tnkr-ld. | 

ITkhk, ill :) siiiiili' liandsoino ^ohniH*, and a clear \ 
distinct type, ''e have all the Works (d* oin* <>1* the } 
greatest liumourists in our hmmi.if’c. 

Je if * * 

We arc very aI.kI to sec tliis orcat writer s uovks 
put forward in a popular form, and at a pric(‘ 
cxcccdingl) low. A man inai be vei y much injured 
by perusing maudlin sentimental tales, hut cannot 
lie hurt, thougli he may lx* shocked every non and 
tlien, hy reading works of sound sleriing hninonr, 
like the greati'r part of these, full of' heiu‘V()lem‘e, 
practical wisdom, and generous sympatliy with ' 
mankind. 

The w'ork is prefaced hy an al»le hutgiajihy (d ■ 
Fielding by Mr. Roscoo, in whieli In* does jnstue to 
the great satirist's nteuiory, and rescues it luun the 
attacks w hieli rivals, poetasters, and fine gcutli’inen 
have made upon it. 

Those wlio have a mind to forgive a little coarse¬ 
ness, f(u' the sake of one of the hoiiestc.st, maidiesf, j 
kindest companions in the world, cannot, as we | 
raney, find a helter than Fielding, or get so imieli 
!rue wit and shrewdness from any oilier writer of 
ur language. 


All rea<I‘-rs should purcliaso tliis excellent edition 
of (UK* ('f tlu* greatest Immonrists in our language. 

Al’EAS. 

d’iie Works of Fielding, in one lundsome volnme, 
a fine Porirait and Anlograjth of the ectehrat(*d 
Author, wltli a \ery clear and distinct type, is 
a tiva'iure in<K*ed. The Life l*y Roseoe is executed 
\iilh Ins u-uial diligence, skill, and good taste. No 
lahrary ean he eonsideivd eoinjilcte uithont tins 
amusing author. Every reader should possess this 
vahiahle (‘difioii of one of llie \ery best No\elis*<‘ 
of his time, 

JnVEKi'OOE MERCrUV. 

'Fluit indefatigable and iiilelliiicnt pioneer ot 
liti'iatme, Mr. Thomas Roscoe, lias rendered a 
very important service to the public hy his com¬ 
plete edition of tlie Morks of Fielding, in one 
h(*auti(’ul volume, and at a eluirge altotudlior mi- 
]m*ccdc)'.tcd, illnstrnted ly u striking jiortni’t of the 
Author, and a fac-siinile of Ids Auto£rnip!i. The 
work eompiisos I.IKJ closely printed jiagcs of the 
largest S\o si/e. 


SPECTATOR. i MANCHKSrER COlTRIEJi. 

Me have in this volume the entire works of n'he m hole of his works make a portly volim'e; 
Piclding, and many IMisccllaneons Pieces not in- Fielding's ahmuhint dramatic and political efforts 
-Hided in formpr editions. The complete Works j lieing comprised in it. Trc gems, of course, are 
uay now he had at a less cost than a eonimon i the novcK-; they are, indeed, “the leaven wh..'h 
ditioD of one of the Novels a fcM' y“ars since. ' leavinelh” tins mass. 



WDliKS Ol' ilEA'ItY KlELOiX(i. 


IJ'i'MiiAiiY OAZETT!'.. 

We re<'iiiniii<'Tiil flic wdrlis of J''je!(!iiig, thus 
brought together, to readers of every class. If 
they re.id witli diseretiou, t!ie) lu.iy [irolit grealK 
thereb;, : if tie \ read with ui.seriuuualiou, lliey 
may gather much iiisight lulo hmuauity tlierelVom: 
iuid if they read any how, they Jiiust he exceediugly 
eiitertiiiiied with the deleelahle jMges-novels 
essay.s, dramas, and m.iuy-featuri'd •ui-e ellaiiles 
whieli arc here presented to tlieiu, 

rttUKlER. 

An accejitaMe service to thc‘ reading public has 
been rendered by tlie republieation, iii the eoHeeted 
and economical form i/f one hauds'un,. volume, of 
the works of Yielding. Attempts have latteily 
been made to depreciate the meiut by mipeaehiug 
the moral tendencies of Fielding's uoi-ks, in order 
to reduce tiiem to tlie level of tliosi' el' I'uilwer and 
AinsMorth, or rather to e.Milt the,e iu the se.de li\ 
pleading for their juihlieatioiis moral eipialitv, if 
not equality of talent, with those of Fielding. 'J'lie 
coinparisim will not hold for a moment 

SUKllAY TIMES. 

On the w orks of Kiehlliig it is uiiiieeessary to offer 
any reniaiks, their merits heiiig so iiniveisally ae- 
knowh'dgi'd, and their ]io]iiil!irity .so firndy esta¬ 
blished. The present ediimn i.s distinguished hy 
some peenliiirilies, heing coinphte in one rolnnie, 
eontaining 1,11(, p,iges.well 'printed iip'i’i e's''ellent 
papir, and sold at the o.tiei.i'ly modirn'.e iniee 
of iri.s. 

The .successors of Charles Y. mav disd.nin their 
bretliren of Engiand, lint the roni.inee of T'om i 
•lone.s, that exipiisife pieturo of tinman manners, I 
wilt outlive the nal.iee of tlie E.scurial, and the j 
imperial eagle of Austria. GinnoN. ' 


I Tlie (idlivated genius of Fielding entitle.s him m 
a high rank among theelassies. His works exhilnt 
[ a series of pieinres drawn witti all the deseriptivt 
I fidelity ol a Jiogartli. I hey are liiglily enteii.nii- 
1 iiig, and Mill always he read with jile.isiire. 
j 11. V^. Knox's 7Js.s(o/.s. 

I (lervanles, Ee 'sigo. Fii Idiiig, ,Smollett, began 
I ('lie and nil of them w ith the diMiiia, and after fail¬ 
ing in that, hetook thennseUes to the ellbris hy 
I which they have earned their immortality. 

I (itiAiiTniti.v liKvinw. 

j Of all tlie works of iniagiiiation to which English 
j genius ha.s given origin, the writings of He'iiy 
! Ji’ielding are, iierhajis, ino.sl decidedly .and exclu¬ 
sively her own. 

Si'i riT.— I thy I apliwal jYnlim. 

Johnson read Fielding’s .kmelia through witlumt 
StO|l|liilg lloswri.i.’s lull. Ol .lollNsoN. 


.loliiison appears lo Ini' e b: ni piirln ;il,i’’l' pli'.is, .1 
, ■Mllli tbe eli.ira.'lei ofllie Iicm, ;r of 1 lii. i)o\cl. an 
■s.ii'l r'lclding's .Vmeli.'i w.i, tin’ n,o-J pic, I'.g !i,‘i.)- 
ine of all tile r.’m.iiices. ,'l d . 


Tims hvcil a, d ihiis died .'t a li'sl oflile w I. m 
file world niigb' liie.e e\)icd ‘d eo.,ruined dclieli' 
from Ins niatnud powers, tic i(libraled Henry 
Fielding, father of the I’melisli ine.el; and in li's 
jiowers of strone ii.itioiial liuinoir-, and foreibli' > 
natural exiiihiti 'haraeter, nii.ijipri in liei! 
yet. even hy Ids most siieecssfii! followers. 

Sri W. Sro'i'T. -Yiuy. 
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CHAPTER L 


Of my Birth and Parentaffe. 

I WAS born in the northern part of this united king¬ 
dom, in tlie liouse of my grandfather; a gentleman 
of considerable fortune and influence, who had, on 
many occasions, signalized himself in behalf of Iiis 
country; and was remarkable for his abilities in the 
law, which he exercised with great success, in the 
station of a judge, particularly against beggars, for 
whoTH he had a singular aversion. 

My father, his youngest son, falling in love with 
a ])ot>r relation, who lived with the old gentleman in 
(luality of lionsekeeper, espoused her privately; and 
1 was the lirsl fruit of that marriage. During Iter 
pregnancy, a dream discomposed my mother so 
much, that her husband, tired with her importunity, 
at last consulted a Highland seer, whose favourable 
interpretation he would have secured beforc-hand 
by a bribe, but found him incortuptible. She 
<lreimu*(l she wtis delivered of a teiiiiis-hall, whieh 
the devil (who, to her great suri>rise, acted the part 
of midwife) struck so forcibly with a racket, that 
it disappeared in an instant; and she was for some 
time ineonsolalde for the loss of her offspring; when 
all of a sudden, she beheld it return with equal 
violence, and enter the earth beneath her feet, 
whenee immediately s[)r«ng up a goodly tree 
covef(*(l with blossoms, the scent of which operated 
so strongly on her nerves, that she aw'oke, 'J'lie 
attentive sage, after some deliberation, assured my 
parents, that their flrst-horn would he a gi’eat tru- 
Vi'ller; that he would undergo many dangiTs and 
difficulties, and at last return to Lis native land, 
where he would flourish iu ha})i)iiiess and rejnitation. 
How truly this was foretold, will appear in the se¬ 
quel. It was not long before some otficiou^ person 
informed my grandfather of certain familiarities that 
passed between his son and housekeeper, which 
aiunned him so much, that a few days alter, he told 
‘ iny fallier it W'^as liigh time for him to think of set¬ 
tling; and that he had provided a match for him, 
to which he could in justice have no (Ayections. 

. My father, finding it would be impossible to conceal 

i ns situation much longer, frankly owned w'hat he 
>ad done, and excused himself for not having asked 
he consent of his fatlier, by saying, he knew it 
vould have been to no imrpose; ami that, had his 
hclinution been known, my grandfather might have 
taken such measures as would have effectually put 
the gratification of it out of his power, lie added, 
that no exceptions could be taken to his wife’s 
virtue, birth, beauty, and good sense; and us for 
^rtune, it was beneath his care. The old gentle¬ 
man, who kept all his passions, except one, in 
feceflent order, heard him to an end with great 
temper; and then calmly asked, how he proposed 
» maintain himself and spouse ? He replied, he 
l^d be in no danger of wanting, while his father’s 
wpderuess remained, which he and liis wife should 


always cultivate with the utmost veneration; that 
he was persuaded his allowance would be .suitable 
to the dignity and circumstances of his family, and 
to the provision already made for his brothers and 
sisters, who were happily settled under his protec¬ 
tion. “Your brothers and sisters,” said my grand¬ 
father, “did not think it beneath them to consult rnc 
ill an aflTair of sueli imjiortance as matrimony; nei¬ 
ther, I suppose, would you have omitted that piece 
of duty, had not you some secret fund in reserve, 
to the comforts of which I leave ytiu, wdth a desire 
that you will this night seek out another liahitation 
for yourself and wife, whither, in a short time, I 
will send you an account of the expense I liuve 
been at in your education, with a view of being 
reimbursed. Sir, you have made the grand tour;— 
you arc a polite gentleman,—a very pretty gentle¬ 
man;—I wish you a great deal of joy, and am 
your very humble servant.” So saying, he left my 
lather in a situation easily imagmed. However, he 
did not long hesitate; for, being perfectly well ac¬ 
quainted with his father’s dispcjsttion, he did not 
doubt that he was glad of this pri*tenee to get rid 
of him; and his resolves being invariahle as the 
laws (xf the Medes and Persians, he knew it would 
he to no purpose to attempt him by jirayiTs and en- 
treatii's; so, without any further iqqdication, he 
betook himself with his disconsolate bedfellow, to 
a farm-house, wdiere an old servant of his motlier 
dwelt, 'There they remained for some time in a 
situation but ill adapted to the elegance of their 
desires, and teiiderness of their love; whieh, never¬ 
theless, my father chose to endure, rather than sup¬ 
plicate an luinutural and inflexible i)arent. Hut my 
mother, foreseeing the inconvenience to w liich she 
must have been expo.sed, had she been delivered in 
this jdace (and her pregnancy was wry far advjin- 
eed), without communicating her de.sjgn to her 
husband, W'cnt in disguise to the house of my grand¬ 
father, hoiniig that her tears and condition would 
move him to compassion, and rc*eoncile him to an 
<‘vent wJiieh was now irrevocably past. She found 
means to deciave the servants, and was introduced 
as an unlbilunate lady, who wanted to complain of 
some matrimonial grievanc(*s; it being my grand¬ 
father’s particular province to decide in all eases of 
seandul. 8he was accordingly admitted into his 
jirescnoe; where discovering herself, she fell at 
his feet, and in the most affecting iiiainuT inqilored 
.his forgiveness; at the same time representing the 
danger that threatened not only her lite, hut tliatof 
his own grandehild, which w'as about to see the 
light. He told her, he was sorry that the indiscre¬ 
tion of her and his son had eomjKdled him to mjike 
a vow, W'hieh put it out of his power to give them 
any assistance; that he had already imparted his 
thoughts on that subject to her husband, and was 
surprised that they should disturb his peace with 
any further importunity. This said, he retired. The 
violence of my mother’s affliction had such an effect 
on her constitution, that she was immediately seixed 
B 2 
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with the pains of childbed; and had not an old 
maid servant, to w!\om she was very dear, aftorde<{ 
her pity and assistance, at the hazard of incurring 
my grandfather’s displeasure, she and the innocent 
fruit of her -woinb must have fallen miserable vic¬ 
tims to his rigour and inhumanity. By the friend¬ 
ship of this ptjor ■woman, she was carricjl up to a 
garret, and immediately delivered of a man-ehiW, 
the story of whose unfortunate birth lie himself ikw 
relates. ISIy father being informed of wliat bad 
happened, flew to the embraces of liis darling sjxnise, 
and, while he loaded his otfspring witli paternal 
caresses, could not forbear shedding a flood of tears, 
on beholding the dear partner of his heart, for 
whose ease he would have saeriiiced the treasures 
of the east, stretched upon a flock bed in a misera¬ 
ble a]>artment, unable to protect her from the in- 
clemeneii’s of the weather. Jt is not to be sup¬ 
posed, that tfie old gentleman was ignorant of wliat 
jiassed, though he afl'eeted to know nothing of the 
matter, and pretended to he very much sur])rised, 
when one of his grandchildren, by bis eldest son 
deceased, ■^vl^o lived with him as his lieir apjKirent, 
acijuainted Ijim with the aifair. lie detenuined, 
thereflire, to observe no inedinm, but imnu'diately, 
on the third day after her delivery, sent her a jier- 
euiptory order to be gone, and turned ofl’ tlie ser¬ 
vant who had preserved her life. This behaviour 
so exasperated my father, that lie had recourse to 
the most dreadful Impreeations; and, on his bare 
knees, implored that heinen would reuounee him, 
if ever lie should forget or forgive the barbarity of 
his sire, 'fhe injuries which this unhappy mother 
receiveil from her removal in such eiremnstanees, 
and the want of iieeessanes her<* she lodged, to¬ 
gether with her grief and anxiety of mind, soon 
Sircw' her into a languishing disonler, which put an 
end to her life. My father, who loved her tenderly, 
was BO affected with her death, tluit he remained six 
weeks deprived of his senses; during which time, 
the i)eo]>le wliere he lodged carried the infant to 
the old man, who relented so far, on hearing the 
nielaneiioly story of liis daughter-in-law's ileatli, 
and the deplorable eomlitlon of his son, as to send 
the ciiild to nurse; and lie ordered my father to he 
carried home to his house, where he soon recovered 
the use of his reason. Whether this hard-hearted 
judge felt any remorse for his cruel treatment of his 
son and daughter, or (which is more probable) was 
afraid his character w’ould siifter in the lunghboiir- 
hood, he professed great sorrow for his conduct to 
my father, whose delirium was succeeded by u 
profound melancholy and res(‘rve. At length he 
disappeared, and, notwithstanding all imaginable 
inquiry, could not be heard of; a circumstance 
which confirmed most people in the opinion of his 
having made aw'ay with himself in a fit of despair. 
Ilow I understood the particulars of my birth, will 
appear in the course of these memoirs. 


CHAPI'KH IT. 

I grow up—Am hated by my Rehitioufi—Sent to School— 
Neglected by uiy Grandlather—Maltreated by my Muslor— 
SfivRonrd to Adversity -I formCabalR against the Pedant 
—Am debarred access to iny GrandlatluT—Hunted by his 
Heir— I demolisli the Teeth of his Tuttir. 

Thert. were not wanting some who suspected my 
uncles of being concerned in my father’s fate, on 
the supposition that they would all share in the 


patrimony destined for him ; and this conjecture 
wiLs strengthened by reflecting, that, in all his ca- 
lamilies, they iu‘vcr cUscovered the least inclitiation 
to serve him ; hut, on the contrary, by all the arti¬ 
fices in their power, fed his father’s resentment, 
and su])parfed iiis resolution of leaving him to 
misery and want. But peojile of judgment treated 
this situation as an idk* chimera; lieeause, had 
my relations been so wicked as to consult their 
interest by commiltiiig such an atrockms crime, 
the late of my fatlier would lune extended to me 
too, whose life was another obstacle to their ex¬ 
pectation. Meanwhile, 1 grew apace; and as 1 
strongly resembled my father, who was the darling 
of the tenants, 1 wamted nothing which their indi¬ 
gent eireumstances could aflbrd : but their favour 
was a weak resource against llie jt-alous enmity of 
my cousins; who, the more my infancy promised, 
conceived the more implaeable Iiatred against me ; 
and, hetore 1 was six jears of age, had so etfeetnaliy 
hloekaik'd my grandfather, that I never saw him 
but by stealtii ; when I sometimi'S made up to Ins 
eiiair. as he sal Jo view his labourers in the field : 
.»ii wliich occasions, he would .stroke* my head, hid 
me he a gooil boy, and jiroinise to take can of me. 

1 was soon after sent to school at a v iiiage hard h}, 
of w'liieh he had been dictator time out of mind ; 
but as he .neither paid for my board, nor supplied 
me W'itli eloiiie.s, books, and other necessaries 1 re¬ 
quired, my condition was very raggi'd and <'on- 
tiuiipfible; and the schoolmaster, w ho, ihro’igh fear 
of my grandfather, taught mo qratis, gave himself 
no eoneern about the progress 1 nuule under Ins 
instruction, in spite of all these diflicultics and 
disgraces, I became a good jiroti^Menl in the h.^ititi 
tongue; and as soon us I could write tolerahlv, 
pestered mv grandfather with kuiers to siudi a di*- 
gree, that he sent for tuv master, and chid him 
severely for beslowitig such pains on my education, 
telling him, that if cmt I should be brought to the 
gallows for forgery, which he htid lunght me to 
commit, my blood would lie on bis head. 'J'be pe¬ 
dant, who dreaded nothing more than the disidea- 
sure of his patron, assured his hoJiour, that tlie 
hoy's ability was mon* owing to his o-wii genius and 
application, than to any instruction or encourage¬ 
ment he received ; that, although he could not di¬ 
vest him of the knowledge he had already imbibed, 
unless he would emjiowiT liim to disable his fiiigej ‘i, 
he should endeavour, with (iod’s help, to prevent 
his future improvement. And, indeed, lie i>um- 
lunlly perfonned what he had undertaken ; for, on 
pretence that I had writ impertimml k*tters to my 
grandfather, he caused a board to be made wdtli fivi* 
holes in it, through which he tlirust the fingers and 
thumb of my right hand, and fastened it with whij)- 
cord to my wrist, in such a nmiuicr as effectually 
debarred me the use of iny pen. But this restraint 
I was freed from in a few days, by an acciiknt 
which happened in a quarrel between me and 
another boy, who, taking upon him to insult my 
poverty, 1 was so ineeiiKcd at his ungenerous re¬ 
proach, that, with one stroke of my machine. 1 cut 
liiin to the skull, to the great terror of mys(*lf and 
school-feUow’SjWho left him bleeding on the ground, 
and ran to inform the master of what had hapjiened. 

I ■was 80 severely punished for this trespass, that, 
wer(‘ I to live to the age of Methusalom, iho im¬ 
pression it made on me would not be eftaced ; no 
more than the antipathy and horror I conceived 
for the mereiless tvrant who inflicted it. The con- 1 
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tempt which my appearance naturally produced in 
all who saw me, the continual wants to which I was 
exposed, ami my own hauj^hty disposition, iinpu> 
tieijf of aflronts, involved nu* in a ihousaiid trouhle- 
Bonie adventures, hy whieli I w’as at ieii^^th inured 
' to adversity, and einholdeiu'd to undertakings far 
}ilM)ve my jears. I was often inhumanly scourged 
fur crimes I did not eoinmit; because, having tlie 
character of a vagabond in the village, c\'ery 
j)ieee of miscbief, wliose author lay unknown, was 
charged u{)oii me. I have been found guilt} of 
lobbing orchards I never entered, of killing eats J 
never hurted, of stealing gingerbread 1 never 
tonelied, and of abusing old women 1 never saw'. 
Kay, a stammering carpenter had eloijuenee enough 
to persuade my mast(*r that I fired a ])istol, loath'd 
witli small shot, into liis window ; though my land- 
bith and tlie wliole family bore witiu'ss, thatl was 
a-bedfast asleep at the time when this outrage was 
ctnniuitted. I was once hogged for having nar¬ 
rowly escaped drowning, by the sinking of a ferry 
boat in which I was passenger; another time for 
lia\ ing reeoiercd of a bruise oc(*asioned by a horse 
and cart running o\er me ; a third time for being 
hitbv a baker's tlog. In short, whetber I was guilty 
or unfortunate, the correction and sympathy of this 
jirhitrarj ])edagogue v'crc the same. Far fi'om 
being subdued )*y tins infernal usage, my Indigna¬ 
tion trmmplied ovi-r iliat slavish awe wliich bad 
hitherto miforei'd m;\ (diedienei’; tind tiu* more my 
years and knowledge incieased, the more I jkt- 
eeived the injusiii'c and barhanty of bis behaviour, 
ilv the lielp of an muMunmou genius, and th<* ad- 
vil'e and ilireetion of our uslier, wlio had served 
rny father in his (ravels, I made a surjudsnig pro¬ 
gress ill tin* elasMcs, writing, and arithmetic; so 
that, before 1 was twelve \ears old, I was allowed 
by e\L‘ry bod\ to be the best sebolar in the sebook 
'I’iiis qualification, togetiier with a boldness of tern- 
])er, and strength of make, wliich iiad sulijected 
almost all my con(cmi>oranes, gave me such indu- 
enee over them, that 1 liegan to form cabals against 
my persecutor, and was m hopes of being able to 
bid him (Udiunce m a very siiort time. Ueing at 
tlie bead id’a faetioii consisting o{’fhiin bojs, 
most of them of my own ag<‘, 1 was (leterniiued to 
))Ut (heir met.il to trial, that I might know how far 
tlH'y were to 1m* depended upon, before 1 ]mt my 
grand scheme in execution: with this view, we 
attacked a IkmU of stout ap]m*ntices, w lio had taken 
])ossession of a jiart of tlie ground allotted to us 
for llio scene of our diversions, and wlio were then 
idaymg at nine-pins on the s]>ot: Imt I had the 
niortitication to see my udbereuts routed in an in¬ 
stant, and a leg oi' one of them broke in liis flight, 
by the bowl, whi<*h one of our advtTsavies bad de¬ 
tached in ]>ursiiit of ns. 'I'lds discomfiture did not 
hinder us from engaging them afterwards in fre¬ 
quent skirmislies, whieli we maiutained by throw¬ 
ing stoues at a distance, >vheroin i received many 
wimnds, the scars of wdiieli still remain. Our 
enemies were' so harasse'd and inlernipteil hy these 
alarms, that tlieyat lust abandoned tlu'ir conquest, 
und letl us to the peaceable enjoyment of oiir own 
1W«*'rirories. It would be endless to enumerate the 
exploits we ]H‘rfornK*(l in the course of this con- 
' fedcracy, -whieli heeame the terror of the whole 
village; insomuch, that when different interests 
ivided it, one of the parties eommonly courted tlie 
Bsistunee of Roderick K’andoin (hy which mune I 
|as known), to cast the balauce, and keep the 


opposite faction in awe. Mcanwlxile, 1 took the ad¬ 
vantage of every play-day to present myself before 
my gmndfather, to wliom 1 seldom found access, 
by reason of bis being closely besieged by a nu¬ 
merous family of bis female grandehildreii, wlio, 
tliougb they jierpetually (piarrelled among them¬ 
selves, never failed to join again.st me, us the com¬ 
mon euemy of all. liis heir, w'ho was about the 
age of eighteen, minded nothing but fox-hunting, 
and indeed, was qualified for notliing else, notwith¬ 
standing his grandfather’s indulgence, in entertain¬ 
ing a tutor for liim at home, who at the same time 
performed the office of parish-clerk. This young 
Actaeon, who inherited his grandfather’s antipathy 
to every thing in distress, never set eyes on me, 
without uncoupling his beagles, and hunting me 
into s >m<* cottage or other, wdiither 1 generally fled 
for shelter. In this Christian amusement, he w'us 
encouraged by his preceptor, wlio, no doubt, took 
such opportunities to ingratiate himself with the 
rising sun, observing that the old gentleman, ac¬ 
cording to the c'our.se of nature, had not long to 
live, for lie was already on the verge of fourscore. 
Tile bi'liaviour of tliis rascally sycophiuit incensed 
me so mueli, that one day,when I w^as beleaguered 
hy him and his hounds in a fanner’s liouse, w-here 
I had found protection, 1 took aim at him (being 
an excellent marksman) wdlh a largt' pebble, which 
struck out four of his fore-teeth, and effeehmlly in¬ 
capacitated him for doing the office of a clerk. 


niAPTEU III. 

M\ Mutlipr’s brother .iirives—belief’s nio—A Description 
ol lain— He goes along with me tu the House of my Uiisncl- 
l.ithei—Is eii<'oimn*M*(l hy hi& Dogs—lk*Ieats them, ufrer 
A bloody lint'M^U'inent—Is adnutteil to the old Geiilleuiaii— 
A Duilo^aiu between them. 

Aijotn' this time, my mother’s only brother, who 
laid b(*en long abroad, lieutenant of a man of war, 
arrised in Itisown country ; where, being informed 
of niy eoiidition, lie caint* to see me, and, out of 
his slender hnauees, not only suiqilied me witli 
wliat uecessaiie's I wanted for the jireseut, but re- 
soI\ed not to leave the country until he had pre¬ 
vailed on m\ grundfatlur to .settle something Iiand- 
.soine on me for the future, ’i’liis was a task to 
whieli he was b\ no means equal, being entirely 
ignorant, not only of tlie judge's disposition, hut 
also unae(]nainled with the wavs of men in gene¬ 
ral. to whieli his edueaiion on Ixiard had kejit him 
an nlier stranger, lie was a strong built man, 
somewhat han<l\-legged, with a neck like that of 
ahull,and a lace wineh, you might easih perceive, 
had withstood the most obstinate assaults of llie 
weather. His dress eonsistv'd of a soldii'r’s coat, 
altered for him by the ship's tailor, a stviiied flannel 
jacket, a pair of red brei'ches, japanm*d w'lfli jiirch, 
clean grey w’orsted stockings, large .silver buckles, 
that covered three-fourths of his shoes, a siher- 
luced hat, whose crown overlooaed the brims about 
an inch and a half, a black bob wig in buckh*, a 
check shirt, a silk luiudkerehief, an lianger with a 
brass handle, girded to bis thigh by a tarnished 
laced belt, and a good oak jdaiit under his arm. 
'rims equip]H*d, he set out with me (who. by bis 
bounl V, made a very deci'ut appeanmee,) for my 
grandfather's house, where we were saluted by 
Jow'ler and Cmsar, whom my cousin, >oung mas¬ 
ter, had let loose at our approach. Being wAl 
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acqu^nted with the inveteracy of these curs, I was 
about to betake myself to my heels, when my uncle 
seized me with one hand, brandished his cudgel 
with the other, and at one blow laid Cmsar sprawl¬ 
ing on the ground; but finding himself attacked 
at the same time in the rear by »Iowler, and fearing 
Ca'sar might recover, he drew his hanger, wheel¬ 
ed about, and, by a lucky stroke, severed Jowler’s 
head from his body. Ily this time, the young fox- 
hunter and three servants, armed with pitch-forks 
and flails, were come to the assistance of tlie dogs, 
whom they found breathless upon the field; and 
my cousin was so provoked at the death of his 
favourites, that he ordered his attendants to ad¬ 
vance and take vengeance on their executioner, 
wh()m he loaded with all the curses and reproaches 
his anger could suggest. Upon which my uncle 
stepped forward witli an undaunted air, at the sight 
of whose bloody woai)on his antagonists fell hack 
with precipitation, when he accosted their leader 
thus : “ Lookeo, brother, your dogs have boarded 
me without provocation ; what 1 did was in my 
own defence. So you had best be civil, and let us 
shoot ahead clear of you.” Whether the young 
squire misinterpreted my uncle’s desire of peace, 
or was enraged at the late of his hounds h(;yond 
his usual pitch of resolution, I know not; but he 
snatched a flail from one of his followers, and came 
up with a show of assaulting the lieutenant, v ho, 
putting himself in a posture of defence, proceeded 
thus: “ liOokee, j on lubberly son of a w—-e, if you 
come athwart me, ’ware your giugerbread w'ork ; 

I’ll be foul of your quarter, d-n me.” This 

declaratiou, followed by a flourish of his hunger, 
seemed to check the progress of tlie young gentle¬ 
man’s choler, who, looking behind him, perceived 
his attendants had slunk into the house, shut the 
gate, and left him to decide the contention by him- 
self. Here a parley ensued, which was introduced 

by my coasin’s asking, “ Who the d-1 are you? 

What do you want?—Some scoundrel of a seaman, 
I suppose, who has deserted, and turned thi(*f. JJut 
don’t think you shall escape, sirrah ; I’ll have you 
hanged, }Ou dog, 1 will; your blo<Kl shall pay for 
that of my two hounds, you ragamuffin. 1 would 
not have pai’ted with tlieni to save your whole 
generation from the gallows, you ruffian, you.” 
“None of your jaw, jou swab—none of your jaw-,” 
replied my uncle—“ else Ushall trim your laced 

jacket for you-T shall rub you down writh an 

oaken towel, my boy —I shall.” So saying, he 
sheathed his hanger, and grasped his cudgel. Mean¬ 
while, the people of the house being alarmed, one 
of my female cousins opened a window, and asked 
what w’as the matter? “'I’lie matter I” answered 
the lieutenant, “no great matter, young woman. I 
have business with the old gentleman, and this 
spark, belike, won’t allow me to come along-side 
of him, that’s alL” After a few minutes’ paiist', we 
were admitted, and conducted to my grandfather’s 
chamber, through a lane of my relations, wh(» 
honoured me with very significant looks, as I pass¬ 
ed along. Wlieii we came into the judge’s pr(*Keuee, 
my uncle, after two or three sea-bows, expressed 
himself in this manner: “ Your servant—your ser¬ 
vant. What cheer, father?—w'hat cheer?—1 sup¬ 
pose you don’t know me—mayhap you don’t. My 
name is Tom Howling; and this here boy—you 
look os if }'oii did not know’ him neither ; ’ti.s like 
you mayn’t, lie's new rigg’d, i’faith ; his cloth 
don’t shake in the wind so much us if wont to do. 


’Tifl my nephew, d’ye see, Iloderick Random— 
your own flesh and blood, old gentleman. J>on’t 
lag astern, you dog” (pulling im‘ forward). My 
grandfather, who was laid up with the gout, re¬ 
ceived this relation, after his long absence, with 
that coldness of civility which was ju'cnliar to him; 
told him he was glad to see him, and desired him 
to sit down, “ Thank yo, thank ye. Sir, 1 had us 
lief stand,” said my uncle. “ For my own jjart, I 
desire nothing of you; but if you have any con¬ 
science at all, do something for this poor boy, who 
has been used at a very unchristian rate. Un¬ 
christian, do I call it? I am sure the Moors in 
Barhary have more humanity than to leave their lit¬ 
tle ones to want. I would lain know why my sister’s 
son is more neglected than that there fair-weather 
Jack,” (pointing to the young scjuire, who. with the 
rest of my cousins, had followed u.s into the r<Jom.) 
“ Is not he us near akin to you as the other? Is 
not lie much handsomer and better built than that 
great chucklehead? Come, eome—consider, old 
gentleman, you are going in a short time to give 
an account of your evil actions. Remember the 
wrongs you did his father ; and make all the saiis- 
faetion in your power, before it be too late. 'J'he 
least thing you euu do is to settle his father’s por¬ 
tion on him.” Tlie joung ladies, who thought 
themselves too much concerned to contain them¬ 
selves any longer, set up their throats all together 
against my protector, “ Scurvy contpunion—saticy 
tarpaulin- rude, impertinent fellow—did he think 
to prescribe to grandpapa? His sLsUt’s brat bad 
been too well taken care of; grandpapa was too 
just not to make a dilference between an unnatural 
r(‘bi*llious son, and bis dutiful loving children, who 
took his advice in all things”—and such expres¬ 
sions, were venteil against him with great violence, 
until the judge at length commanded silence. He 
calmly rebuked niy uncle for Ids unmannerly be¬ 
haviour, which he said he wotild exen.se, <»n account 
of his education, lie told him he had been ■'erj 
kiinl to the boy, w'hom he had kept to school seven 
or eight }ear.s, although he was informed he made 
no progress in his learning, but was addicted to 
all manner of >iee; which he rather believed, be¬ 
cause he liimself was witness to a barbarous pieet^ 
of mischief he lead committed on ihejawsof hischai«- 
lain. But, liowever, he w'ould see what the lad wa.s 
fit for, and bind him apprentice to some honest 
tradesman or other, provided he would tiu'tuI his 
manners, and behave for the future as beeanu* him. 
The honest Uir, whose j)ri(le and indignation boiled 
within him, answered my grandfather, that it was 
true he had sent him to sebool, but it had cost him 
nothing ; for he had ne^er been at one shilling ex¬ 
pense to furnisli him with food, raiment, hooks, or 
other necessaries; so that it was not to he mneli 
wondered at, if the boy made small i)rogress . and 
yet, whoever told him so, was a l}ing luhlierly t<is- 
cal, and deserved to he keel-hauled. For though 
he (the lieutenant) did not understand those matters 
himself, he w’as well infoniied lis how Rory was the 
best scholar of his age in all the eountrj'; the truth 
of whieli he would maintain, by laying a wager of 
his whole half year’s pay on the hcjy’s head; (with 
these words, he pulled out his purse, and challenged 
the company). “ Neither is he predicted to vice, as 
you affirm, hut rather left like a wreck, d’ye see, at 
the mercy of the wind and weather ])y your neglect, 
old gentleman. As for what hai)pened to your 
ehaj)Iain, T am only sorry that he did not knock 
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out the scouudrers brains, instead of bis teeth. By the 
Ixrt’d, if ever J come u}) -with him, he had better be in 
(Greenland—that’s all. Thank you for your courteous 
offer of binding the lad apprentice to a tradesman. 
1 suppose you would make a tailor of him—would 
you? 1 had rather see him hanged,d’ye see. (bmc 
along, Kory, I pereeive how the liuid lies, my boy, 
, let’s tuck about—iTaith, while 1 have a shilling, thou 
Shan’t want a tester. K'wye, old gentlcnmn, you’re 
bound for the other world, hut I helievt* damnably 
ill provided for the voyage.” 'riius wided our visit, 
and w'o returned to the village, my uncle muttering 
curses all the way against the old shark and the 
young fry tliat surrounded him. 


cuArmi TV. 

My Oraiulfatlier makes his \Vi]l—Our Bccond Visit—lie dies 
—His Will is read in prcstiice of all his living Descendantb 
—The DiBappointmeni of niy icinalc Cousins—My Uncle’s 
Behaviour. 

A FKW weeks after our first visit, we w^cre infonned 
that the old judge, at the end of a fit of thoughtful¬ 
ness which lasted three days, had sent for a notary, 
and made his w’ill % that the <rtstemper had mounted 
frtun bis legs to his stomach, and. being eoiiscious 
of his approaching end, lie had desired to see all liis 
descendants witlumt exception, in obedience to this 
suimmms, my uncle set out w'ith me a second time, 
to receive the last fienediction of my grandfather : 
ofU'ii rejK'ating by the road, “ Ky, ey, w’c luive 
brought up th(* old hulk at last. Vou shall see,— 
you .shall see tlie effect of iny admonition.” When 
we entered liis ehamber, wlnclivsas crowded with 
his relations, we advanced to the hed-side, where 
we fouml him in his last agonies, supjioiled by two 
of his gTanddnugliters, wiio sat on each side of him. 
sobbing most ])ileousiy, and w i])ing away the froth 
and slaver as it gatiiered on his Ups, whicli the} 
fre(pieiitly kissed with a show of great anguish and 
affection. My uncle apjiroached him with lliese 
words: “What! he’s not aweigh? J low fare }e, 
tdd g(‘ntU‘man ?— Lord have mercy upon your iioor 
sinful soul.” Upon whieli the dying man turned 
his languid ey<*s towards us, and Mr. ilowling went 
on, “ Here’s poor Kory conu* to see you before }ou 
die, and receive your Idessing. Wliat, man ! don't 
despair,— you liave been a great sinner, 'tis true, 
what then ? 'J'here's a righteous judge above,— a’nt 
there?—ile minds me no more than a porjioise. Ye.s, 
yes, he's agoing,— the laud crabs will liave liiui, 
I see lliat.— his anchor’s ap<‘ak, i’faith.’’ 'Ihis 
homely eoiisolatiou seaudalized the company so 
niueli, and especially tlie parson, w ho probably 
thouglit his province invaded, that we were <d)liged 
to retire intotheother room,where,in a fewminutes. 
we were convinced of my grandtathcr’s decease, by 
a tlismal yell nttcriHi by the young ladies in his 
apartment; whitluT we immediately hastened, and 
found liis heir, wlio had retired a little before into 
a <*losct, under pretence of giving vent to his sorrow, 
asking, with a countenance beslubbered with tears, 
if his grandpapa wa.s certainly (lead?—“Dead!'’ 
«ays my uncle, looking at the body, “oy, ay. I’ll 
warrant him as dead us a herring, f )dds fish I now' 
my dream is out for all the world. 1 thought 1 
♦stood iijion the forecastle, and saw a parcel of carrion 
‘ crows foul of a dead shark that floated alongRidc,and 

E ie devil perching on our sprit-sail yard, in the 
kencss of a blue bear,—wdio, d’ye see, juiniied 


overboard upon the earcass, and carried it to the 
bottom in bis claws.” “ Out upon tliee, reprobate,” 
cries the parson, “out upon thee, blasphemous 
wretch I—Dost thou think his honour’s soul is in tlie 
possession of Satan ?” The clamour immediately 
arose, and my poor uncle, being shouldered from 
one comer of the room to the other, was obliged to 
lug out in his own defence, and swear he would 
turn out for no man, till such time as he knew who 
had a title to send him adrift. “ None of your 
tricks upon travellers,” said he; “ mayhap old buff 
has left my kinsman here his heirif he has, it 
w ill he the better for his miserable soul. Odds bob! 
I’d desire no better news. I’d soon make him a 
clear ship, 1 warrant you.” To avoid any further 
disturbance, one of my grandfather’s executors, who 
was present, assured Mr. Bowling that his nephew 
should Imve all manner of justice; that a day should 
be appointed, after the funeral, for examining the 
papers of the deceased, in presence of all his 
relations *, till which time every desk and cabinet 
in the house should remain close sealed; and that 
he was very welcome to bo witness to this ceremony, 
which was immediately performed to his satisfac¬ 
tion. In the mean time, orders were given to provide 
mourning f‘or all the relations, in which number 
I was iucluded: but my uncle would not suffer me 
to accept of it, until 1 should be assured whether or 
not I had reason to honour his memory so far. 
During tins interval, the conjectures of people, with 
regard to the old gentleman's will, were various. 
As it was well known he had, besides bis landed 
estate, which was worth 7U(i/. per annum, six or 
si'ven thousand pounds at interest, some imogined, 
that the whole real estate (which he had greatly 
improved) would go to the young man whom he 
aJwa} s entertained as liis lieir; and that the money 
woiifd be e(|ually divided betw een niy female cousins 
(five in number) and me. Others were of opinion, 
that as the rest of his children had been already 
provided for, he would only betpieath two or tlin-e 
imndred pounds to eacli of’ his grandd.aughters, 
and leave the bulk of the sum to me, to atone for 
Ins unnatural usage of my father. At hmgth the 
important hour arrived, and the will was iiroduced 
in the midst of the expectants, whose looks and 
gestures formed a group that would have been very 
enteHaining to an unconcerned spectator. But the 
reader can scarce conceive tlie astonislimcnt and 
mortificafion tliat appeared, when the attorney pro¬ 
nounced aloud, the v oung squire sole heir of all his 
grandfather's estate, personal and real. My uncle, 
who had listened with great attention, sucking the 
head ot' his cudgel all the while, accompanied these 
words of the attorney with a stare, and «*/«*«•. that 
alarmed the wliolc assembly. The eldest and jicrtest 
of mv female competitors, wdio had been idways 
very oflieious about my grandfather’s person, in- 
ipiired with a faltering accent, and visage as yellow 
as an orange, “ If then* were no legacies?”and was 
answered. “None at all.” Upon which she fainted 
away. The rest, whose expectations, perhaps, 
were not so sanguine, siqiported their disappoint¬ 
ment w’itli more resolution; though not w’ithout 
giving evident marks of indignation, and grief at 
least as genuine as that which appeared in them at 
tlie old gentleman’s death. My conductor, after 
having kicked with Ids heel for some time against 
the w ainscot, began: “ So there’s no legacy, friend, 
lia !—here’s an old succubiis;—but somebi^y’s soul 
howls for it, d—u me!” The parson of the parish, 
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■who was one of the executors, and had acted as 
ghostly director to the old man, no sooner heard 
this exclamation than he cried out, “Avaunt, un¬ 
christian rveiler! avaunt I—wilt thou not allow the 
soul of his honour to rest in ]ieaee ?” But this zea¬ 
lous pastor did not find himself so warmly seconded, 
as formerly, by the young ladies, wlio now joined 
my uncle against him, and accused him of haviug 
acted the part of a busy-body with their grand¬ 
papa, whose ears he had certainly abused by false 
stories to tbeir prejudlee, or else he would not have 
neglected them in such an unnatural manner. The 
young s<juire was much diverted with this scene, 
and whispered to my uncle, that, if he had not 
murdered his dogs, he would have shown him 
glorious fun, by hunting a black badger (so he 
tenned the clergyman). The surly lieutenant, who 
was not in an Immour to relish this amustunent, 
replied, “ You and your dogs may be d- d ; 1 suj)- 
posc you’ll find them with your old dad, in the lati¬ 
tude of hell. Come, Kory—about sliip, my lad,— 
wc must steer another course, I think.”—And 
away wc went. 


CIIAl'TER V. 

The Schoolmaster uses me harbarously—I form a Project of 
Iteveu(?e, b* winch I am a.ssisteil by my Uncle—I leave the 
Village—Am seltled at an University hy his generosity. 

On our way back to tlic* village, my uncle spoke 
not a word during the siiace of a whole hour, but 
whistled, with great vehemence, thcMune of “A\’liy 
should w'e quarrel for riches,” &c., his \ isage being 
contracted all tlie ■whili‘ into a most ibrniidable 
frown. At length his pace increased to such u 
degree, that I was left behind a considerable way. 
Then he waited for me; and, wlien 1 was almost up 
with him, called out in a surly tone, “Bear a han<i, 
damme! must I bring-to every minute for \ on, you 
lazydog.^” Then, laying hold of me hy the arm, 
hauled me along, until his good nature, of which 
he had a great share, and reflection giUting the 
better of his passion, he said, “ Come, my bo), ilon’t 
be east down,—tbe old rascal is m hell,--that's 
some satisfaction; you shall go to sea -with me, my 
lad.—‘A liglit heart and a thin pair of breeches 
goes through the v urld, brave boys,’ as the song 
goes, eh I” Though this proposal did not at all suit 
my inclination, I was afraid of discovering any ' 
aversion to it, lest 1 should disoblige the only friend 
I had in the world; and he was so nmeh a seaman, 
that he never dreamt 1 could have any objection to 
his design, consequentiy gave himself no trouble in 
consulting my upju’obalion. But this resolution 
was soon dropt, by the advice of our usher, who 
assured Mr. Bowling, it would be a thousand pities 
to balk my genius, which would c<‘rtainly, one day, 
make my fortune on shore, jirovided it reeiuvcd 
due cultivation. Upon which this generous tar de¬ 
termined, though he could ill afford it, to give me 
university education; and accordingly settled my 
board and other expenses, at a town not many miles 
distant, famous for its colleges, whither we rejiaired 
fu a short time. But, before the day of our de¬ 
parture, the sclioolmaster, who no longer had the 
fear of my grandfather before liis eyes, laid ttside 
all decency and restraint, and not only abused me 
in the ^o.ssest language his rancour could suggest, 
as a wicked, profligate, dull, beggarly miscreant, 
whom he had taught out of charity; but also in¬ 


veighed in tile most bitter manner against the me¬ 
mory of the judge, (who, by the by, had procured 
that settlement for him,) hinting in jiretty plain 
terms, that the old gentleman s soul w^as damn’d to 
all eternity, for his injustice in neglecting to pay 
for my learning. This brutal behaviour, added to 
the sufferings I had formerly undergone, made me 
think it high lime to be revenged of this insolent 
pedagogue. I laving consulted my adherents, I found 
them all staunch in their promises to stand by me; 
and our scheme was tliis: in the afternoon preced¬ 
ing the day of my departure for the unisersity. I 
resolved to take the advantage of the usher’s going 
out to imike ivater, which he regularly did at four 
o'clock, and shut the great door, that he might not 
come to the assistance of his sujierior. This being 
done, the assault ivos to be begun, by my advaneing 
to my mavSter. and spitting in his face. I was to be 
seconded by two of the strongest boys in the school, 
who were devoted to me; their business w’as to 
join me in dragging the tyrant to a bench, over 
W'liieh he was to be laid, and his bare ])ostcriors 
heartily flogged with his own birch, wliieh we jiro- 
posed to wrest from him in the struggle ; hut if w e 
should find him too many for ns all three, we were 
to d<*iuand the assistance of our competitors, who 
should be ready to reinforce ns, or oppose any thing 
that might be undertaken for the master’s relief. 
One of my prinei]>al assistants was called Jeremy 
(iawky, son and heir of a wealthy gentleman in tin* 
neighbourhood ; and the name of the ntlier, JIugli 
Strap, the cadet of a family which had gi^erl shoe¬ 
makers to the village lime out of mind. 1 had once 
saved (Jawky’s life, by plunging into a river, ami 
dragging him on shore, when he was on the jxunt 
of being drowned. 1 liad often rescued him from 
; the clutches of those w'hoin his insuflerable arro- 
gance had provoked to a resentment he was not 
al)le to sustain; and many times .saved iiis reputa¬ 
tion and po.steriors, by performing his exereases at 
school; .so that it is not to be wondered at if he 
had a partieular regard ibr me and my inti*rests. 
The attachment of Strap flowed from ii\<»lnntary 
disinterested inclination, wliich luid inanifeMcd 
itself on many oecaMons on my behalf, he having 
onee rendend me the same service that 1 liad done 
(iawky, by saving my life at the risk of lus own ; 
and often fathered otleiices that 1 Jiad eommitted, 
fiir wliicli he sulfered severely, rather tlian I 
should feel the weight of the jmnisliinent I deserved. 
These two cliamj)ions were the more w illing to en¬ 
gage in this enterjirise, Ixx'ause they' intended to 
leave the school the next day as well as J, the first 
being ordered by hi.s father to return into the 
1 ‘ountry, and tin* other being bound apprentice to a 
barber, at a market town not far olf. 

In the mean time, my umde being informed of 
my master’s behaviour to me, was enraged at his 
insolence, and vowed revenge so heartily, that I 
could not refrain from telling him the scheme 1 had 
concei-ted, which he heard with great satisfaction, 
at every .sentence squirting out a mouthful of spittle, 
tinctured with tobacco, ofwhic.h be constantly chewed 
a large i[nid. At hast, pulling uj) his breeche.s, he 
cried, “No, no, z—d.s! tliat w'on’t do, neither, 
llowsoniever, ’tis a bold undertaking, my lad, that 
I must say, i’faith I ]hit lookee, lookee, how dost 
pro])ose to get clear off?-won’t the enemy give 
cliase, my boy? ay, ay, that he will, 1 warrant, and 
alarm the whole coast. Ah ! (Jod help thee, more 
sail than ballast, Kory. Let me alone for that— 
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U*ave the whole to me—I’U show him the foretop- 
sail, I will. It* so be your shipinaU's uj*e jolly lM)ys, 
and won’t ilinch, yon shall sec, you shall see; egad, 
ril play him a salt-water trick; J’U bring him to 
the gnng\vay, and anoint him w ith a cat-o’iiine-tails; 
he shall have a roiiml dozen doubled, )ny lad, he 
shall, and be iel't lashed to his meditations.” 

^^'e wi*re very proud of our associate, who im¬ 
mediately went to work, and prepared tlie iristru- 
inontof bis revenge with great skill and expedition; 
after wdiicli, be f)rdered our baggage to be packed 
tip, and sent otf a day bel’ore our uttemjit, and got 
horses ready to be mounted, as soon as tlie affair 
fiboiild be ov<‘r. At length the hour arrived, when 
our auxiliary, seizing the opportunity of the uslier’s 
absence, bolted in, secured tlie door, an<l imme¬ 
diately laid hold of tlie jiedant by his collar, who 
bawled out, “Murder I tliievi-s 1” with the \oieeof 
a Stentor. 'riiough I trembled all over like an 
asjK*n-loaf*, T knew there was no time to be lost, an<l 
accordingly got up, and summoned our associates to 
jny assistance. Strap, without any hesitation,obi'yed 
the signal; and seeing me leap upon the master’s 
back, ran immediately to one of his h*gs, which, 
pulling with all his force, liis dreadful ud\ersary was 
hniii])h*d to the ground ; upon wliitli (Jawky, wlio 
had hitherto remained in his place, under the iu- 
tluenee of an universal tr(‘pidation, hastened to the 
scene of action, and insult<*d the fallen tyrant witli 
a loud iuizza, iti which tlie wliole school joined. 'I’his 
noise alanned the uslter. who. finding lumself shut 
/mt, cndeavonml, parth b\ threats, and jiartly by 
entreaties, to ])roenre admission. My unch- bade 
him haM* a little patience, and lie would let him m 
present!} ; but. if he pretendt'd to ino\e from that 

place, it should fare worsi* w ith the son of a b-h, 

his superior, on whom he intended only to bestow 
a little wholesome ehusiisement, for his lurliarous 
usage of Kor} ; *• to which,” said he. *• \on are no 
stranger.” Ry tliis lime we hail ilragged ihe erinii- 
nal to a post, to whicli Bow ling tied liim witli a rojie 
he had provided on purpose, after ha\ing secured 
his hands, and stript ids hack. In this ludicrous 
posture he stiHid, (to the no small (‘iitertainment of 
thebojs, who crowded about him. and shouted w ith 
great exultation at tlie no\elt\ of the siglit,)venting 
latter inipreealiims against the lieutenant, and rc- 
liroachiug his seliolais w ith treaeherj and rebellion, 
\vh(H tlie usher was admitted, whom nu uncle ae- 
cosled in this manner. *'llarkee, Mr. SMitax, I 
heIie\c}on are an honest man. dyV see, and I lia\e 
a respect for) on; but, for all lliat, we must, for our 
own security, d’ye see, belay )ou ft>r a short time.” 
Witli these words, he ])ullc(l out some fathoms of 
cord, which the honest man no sooner saw, than he 
protested with gr(*at earnestness lie would allow no 
viiileiiee to Ik* otlered to him ; at the same time ac¬ 
cusing meof pertid) and ingraliliide. But Bowling 
re[)resenting that it was in vain to resist, and tliat 
lie did not me<in to use him with violence and inde¬ 
cency, but only to hinder him from raising tlie hue 
and cry against us before we should be out of their 
power, he allowed himself to be bound to his ow’u 
desk, where be sat a spectator of the ])unishment 
indicted on his principal. l^Iy micle liaviug up- | 
braided this arbitrary wretch with liis inhumanity 
tome,told him that he pniposed to give him a little 
discipline for the good of lus sou!, wliieh he imme¬ 
diately ])ut in practice with great vigour and dex- 
' te.rity. Tiiis smurt application to the pedant’s 
i witbored posteriors, gave him such exijuisite pain. 


that he roared like a mad bull, danced, cursed, and 
blasphemed, like a frantic bedlamite. When the 
lieutenant thought hima(*lf suffieiently revenged, he 
took his leave of him in these words : “ Now*, friend, 
you’ll remember me the long(‘st day v ou have to live; 
1 have given you a lesson that will let you know 
what dogging is, and teach you to have more sym¬ 
pathy for the future—shout, ho)s, shout.” This 
e(*retuony was no sooner over, than my uncle pro¬ 
posed they should (piit the .school, and convoy their 
old comrade Rory to a public-house, about a mile 
from the \illage, where he would treat them all. 
Ilis offer lieing joyfully embraced, lie addressed 
himsedf to Mr. Syntax, and begged liim to accom¬ 
pany us; but tliis invitation be refused witli great 
di.sdain, telling my benelactor he was not the man 
betook him tube. “ Well, well, old surly,” replied 
my uncle, shaking his liand, “ thou art an honest fel¬ 
low notwithstanding; and if ever I have tlie eom- 
inaiid of a shi]>, thou shalt be our schoolmaster, 
i’faith.” So saying, he dismis.sed tlie boys, and, 
locking tin* door, left tlu* two preceptors to console 
one another, while ve moved forwards on our jour¬ 
ney, attended by a numerous retinue, whom he treat¬ 
ed ai'cording to his promise. AVe parted with many 
tears, aiul lay tliat night at an inn on the road, about 
ten nnies short of the town where 1 was to remain, 
at wliicb we arrived next day ; and 1 found 1 had 
no cause to complain of the accommoduiioiis pro¬ 
vided for me, in being boardetl at tlie house of an 
apothe(*ary, who had married a distant relation of 
my inotliep. In a few days after, niy unele set out 
for his .ship, having settled the necessary funds for 
my luaiuteuuuce and education. 


CTIAITKR VI. 

1 ni.iki* p^rcat progress m jny Studio's—.\in earossod by every 
b(iil\-—iciinik' Cousiim take iioius' of me—I riji'ct their 
IiiMldtum -Th'j ate nioeusod, and tonspire aeiiutst luc— 
i am left destitiile Iw a Ml^^(l!tum tliat bofuls in> Uncle— 
’J'roaeln rj — My Ko\u)ge. 

As I was now eapahle of reflection. I began to con- 
.sider my pteeanous vsituatiou; that I was utterly 
abandoned by tliose wliosc duty it was to pnilect 
me; and that my sole dependence w as on the gene¬ 
rosity ofonc man.wbowas not only expovil by hi.s 
]trofessi()ii to continual dangers, which miaht one 
<lav de]>n\ e me of him for to er : hut aUo, doubt, 
.subject to thoNC Mclssitude.s of dt.NjioMnoii winch a 
change of fortune usually erealev. or which ahetli-r 
aeipuiintance with the wiudd might )trodiu'c; for I 
always aserilu-d his bencMihuiee to llie diciate.s <if a 
heart as yet undehauohed by a commerce w itli man¬ 
kind. .Uanned at the^e eonsuleratuuis, 1 resolved 
to apply myself with great care to my studies, and 
enjoy the opjiortunity in my pow er : this 1 did w ith 
.siieh .success, that, in the ^paee of three years, J un¬ 
derstood (Ireek very well, was pretty far advanced 
in the mathematics, and no stranger to moral and 
natural ]>hilos()phy : logic 1 made no account of; 
but, abo\e all things, 1 valued myself on niy' taste 
in the Jii-Uvs LtHns, and a talent tor poetry, wliieh 
had already produced some pi(’ees that nnd with a 
very favourable reception. These qualifications, 
added to a go<id face aiul shape, acquired the esteem 
and aequaintanee of the most considerable people in 
town ; and I had the sati.sfaction to hud myself in 
som(‘ degree of favour with the ladie.s—an intoxi¬ 
cating piece vvf good fortune to one of my amorous 
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complexion 1 —■which I obtained, or, at least, pre¬ 
served, by gratifying their propensity to scandal in 
lampooning their rivals. Two of my female eonsins 
lived in ihis place with their mother, since the death 
of their father, who left his whole fortune equally 
divided between them ; so tliat, if they were not the 
most beautiful, tliey were at least the richest toasts 
in town, and received daily the addresses of all the 
beaux and cavaliers of the country. Although 1 
had hitherto been looked upon by them with the 
most supercilious contempt, my character now at¬ 
tracted their notice so much, that 1 w’as given to 
understand 1 might he honoured with tlieiraccpiaint- 
ance, if I })!ease(L The reader will easily perceive 
that this condescension either tiowed from the hope 
of making my poetical ca])acity subservient to their 
malice, or, at least, of screening themselves from the 
lash of my resentment, w'hich the\ had effectually 
provoked. 1 enjoyed this triumph with great satis¬ 
faction ; and not only rejected their offer with dis¬ 
dain, hut. in all my performances, whether satire or 
panegj'ric, industriously avoided mentioning their 
names, even while T celebrated those of their inti¬ 
mates. This neglect mortified their pride exceed¬ 
ingly, and incensed them to such a degree, that they 
were resolved to make me repent of my iudifference. 
The first stroke of their revenge consisted in their 
hiring a poor collegian to write verses against mo, 
the subject of which was my own poverty, and the 
catastrophe of my unhappy jjarents. Rut, besides 
the badness of the composition, (of which they them¬ 
selves -were ashamed,) they did not find their account 
in endeavouring to reproach me wdth those misfor¬ 
tunes which they and their r<*lutions had brought 
upon me, and which, conseiiuentlv, reflected much 
more dishonour on themselv<*s than on me, w ho was 
the innocent victim of their barbaritv and avarice. 
Finding this plan miscarrj', they found means to 
irritate a young gentleman against me, by telling 
him 1 had lampooned his mistress; and so eflee- 
tually succeeded in the <iuality of incendiaries, that 
this enraged lover determined to seize hue next 
night, as L returned to my lodgings from a friend’s 
house that I fretjuented. With this i iew% ho wailed 
in the street, attended by two of his companions, to 
whom he had imparted his design, of carrying me 
down to the river, in wiiich he proposed to liave me 
heartily ducked, notivilhstanding the severity of the 
weather, it being then about the middle of Decem¬ 
ber. Hut this stratagem did not succeed; for, being 
appri^ of their ambush, I got home another way, 
and, the help of my landlord’s afiprenliee, dis¬ 
charged a volley from the garret window’, which 
did great execution upon them ; and, next day, oc¬ 
casioned so much mirth at their expense, that they 
found themselves under a necessity of leaving the 
town, until the adventure should he entirely forgot¬ 
ten. ISIy cousins, though tw’iei; battled in their ex¬ 
pectation, did not, howeviT, desist from persecuting 
luc, Avho had now enraged them beyond a possibility 
of. forgiveness, by detecting their malice, and pre¬ 
venting its effects. Neitfier should I have found 
them more humane, had 1 patiently submitted to 
their rancour, and bore, without murmuring, the 
rigour of their unreasonanie hate; for 1 have found, 
by experienc<‘, that, though small favours may he 
acknowledged, and slight injuries atoned, there is 
no wr(3teh so ungrateful as he whom you have most 
generously obliged; and no enemy so implacable as 
those w'ho have done you tlie greatest wTong. ''J'hese 
good-natured creatures, therefore, had recourse to 


a scheme which conspired, with a piece of bad news 
I soon after received, to give them all the satisfac¬ 
tion they desired. This plan was to debauch the 
faith of my companion and confident, w’ho betrayed 
the trust 1 reposed in him, by imparling to them 
the particulars of my small amours, which they 
published with such exaggerations, that I snttVred 
very' much in the opinion of every body, and was 
utterly discarded by the dear creatures wlu)si‘ names 
had b(‘en called in question. Wliile 1 was busy in 
tracing out the author of this treachery, that I iniglit 
not only be revenged on him, but also vindicate my 
character to my friends, t one day ])ereeivi‘d the 
looks of my landlady much altered v hen 1 winit 
home to dinner, and inquiring into the cause, she 
screw'cd up her mouth, and fixing her eyes on the 
ground, told me her husband had reeiuved a U*ltev 
from Mr. Rowling, with one enclosed ihr me—she 
was very son*y for what had luqqieiied, both for my 
sake and liis own—people should he movi' cautious 
of their conduct. She was always afraid his brutal 
behaviour would bring him into some misfortune 
or other. As for her part, she would he very ready 
to befriend me, hut she had a small family of her 
own to maintain. ^I'he world would do luahing for 
her if she should come to want—charity begins at 
home. She wished I iiad been hound to some su!>- 
sluntial liamlieraft, such as a Aveaver, or a shoemaker, 
rather than loiter away my time in learning foolish 
nonsense that would never bring me in a ]U'nn\ -- 
hut some folks are wise, and some are otherwise. 
! was listening to this mysterious discourse vAttU 
great aniazenumt, w’hen her hushaml entered, aiul, 
without speaking a syllabhs put both the letti'Vs 
into my hand. 1 received them trembling, and 
read w hat follow s :— 

'J*o Mr. Uoor.ii Pution. 

“ Sin,—This is to U-l vou know tlial \ have fpiitteil tlu* 
TliuniicT man of wai, beinn <ibhK«*ii to slu'cr off, tor kilhiiK 
my capUtri, which 1 did laul.v on thcbcin-h at fajicTiherooii, 
in tlio uland ol llispaniuln', Inonii,' uccived his firt', and 
returned il, which went throu^di his Jjody. And 1 would 
serve the best man sotiial ever siei>t between stem and sUrn, 
if so i)e thul tie struck me, as Cajit.un Oakum did I am, 
thank (iod, sate unions tin* French, who arc verj ei\il, thof 
I don’t understand their hiifro , and 1 iioj»e to l)c resiori<l »u 
a little time, for all ihe RTcal ’triemK and jj.irhamcntai.v in 
terest of the captain, for I have scut over to my l.uidlord m 
Dc.il an account of the whoh‘ atl.ur, vsilh oui bcanuKs and 
dislnnccb whih* vc v,cie cnir.iKcd, vvlicrchy J have dcsnc<i liim 
tu lay it before lus Majcslj, who ((iod bless bini) v\ill nut 
snller an honest tar to be wroiif^cd. My love to your spouse, 
and am 

“ Your loving friend and servant to command, wliiJe 
‘ Thomas Uowlinu ’* 

To Ronrnu k Random. 

“ Omar Rory,- Don’t be grieved at my misfortune; hut 
mind >oiir book, my lad. I have got no inonej to .send \ou, 
but vv li.it of that Mr. Potion will fake tan* rif you, foi the 
love he bears me. and Jet you vv.inL for nothing, and il sluiN 
go hard but I will see him one day repaid. No more at 
present, but rests 

“ Your dutiful uncle and servant till death, 
“ Thomas I{uwi,in(,.' 

Thifi letter, which with the other was dated from 
I’ort J^ouis in Hispaniola, 1 had no sooner read, 
than the apothecary, shaking his head, began • “ I 
Imve a very great regard for Mr. Rowlitig, that’s 
certain,—-and could he well content—hut times arc 
very hard. There's no such thing as money to he 
got—T believe ’tis all vanished under ground, for 
my jiart, Re.sides, 1 have been out of pocket already, 
having entertained you since the beginning of this 
month without receiving a sixpence,—utid God 
knows if ever I shall;—for I believe it will go hard 
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with yonr unde. And more than that, I was think- 
of ffivinj? you wariun^% for J want your apart¬ 
ment for a new ’prentice, whom T expect from the 
country every hour. So J desire you will this week 
provide yourself with another iod'^inp.” Tlic in¬ 
dignation which this harangue inspired, gave me 
spirits to support my reverse of fortune, and to tell 
him, I despised his mean selfish disposition so much, 
that J would starve rather than be beholden to him 
for one single nieuL Upon which, out of my pocket- 
money, J i)aid him to the last fartliingof mIjuI I 
owed, and assured him 1 would not sleep another 
night under his roof. This said, I sallied out in a 
tnins{K)rt of rage luid sorrow, without knowing 
whitluT to fly for shelter, having not one friend in 
the world capable of relieving rac, and only three 
shillings in my purse. After giving way for a few 
rnimitt's to the*dictates of my rage, 1 w(*ntand liired 
a small bedroom, at the rate of one .shilling and six- 
])ene<* j)er W(*ek, which I was ol)lige(l to pay j>er 
advance, before the landlord M’ouid receive me. 
Thitlier I reiiKJved my luggage; and next morning 
got up, with a view of craving the advice and us- 
.si.statKH' of a person wlio had (m all occasions loaded 
me with earesses,and made frequent otl'ers of friend- 
siiij), while 1 was under no necessity of aeeei>tiiig 
them. Jle received me nith his wonted affability, 
and insisted on my breakfasting w ith him—a favour 
whieli 1 did no! think lit to refuse. Jliit, vhen I 
<*ommunieated the occasion of my visit, he appeared 
so diseoneei*1ed, tliat 1 concluded him wonderfully 
affected with the misery of my condition, and 
looked upon him as a man of th<*most extensive sym- 
j)ath 3 and henevolenee. lie did not leave me long 
under this nust;ik<‘*, for, recovering himself from Ids 
cotifusion, he told me, he was grieved at my mis¬ 
fortune, and desired to know what had passi'd 
hetwi'cn my landlonl Nr.Totion and me. 'Where¬ 
upon 1 re<'ounted the conversation ; and when 1 
repeated tiie answer I made to his ungenerous 
rt‘tn<>nstranee with regard to my leaving his house, 
tins pretendi'd friend affeetcdastare,andtrxclaiined, 
“ Is It possible you could behave so ill to the man 
who had treated you so kindly all along-!'’ l\ly 
surjirise at hearing tliis was not at all atleeted, 
wliatever his miglit he; and I gave him to under¬ 
stand, with Some w'anntli, that I did not imagine he 
would so unreasonably espouse the cans(‘ of a 
scoundrel, who ought to he expelled I’rom e^ery 
social eommuiiity. 'fhis heat ofmi^ega^c* him all 
the advantage he desired over me,aml ourdiseourse, 
after much altercation, concluded in his desiring 
never to see me agiun in thatiilaee; towliieh de¬ 
sire 1 jii'lded my eons<‘nt, assuring him. that had i 
been as well acquainted with his principles formerly 
as I was now, lie neviT should have had an oppor¬ 
tunity ofmaking that re(juest;--aiid thus we {larted. 

On my return 1 met my comrade. Squire («awky, 
whom his father had sent, some time ago, to town, 
for his improvement in writing, dancing, fencing, 
and other modish <iualifK*atious. As I had lived 
wilh him, sinee his arrival, on the footing of our 
old intimacy, I made no scruple of informing him 
of tlie lowness of my eirenmstanees, and asking a 
small supply of money, to answer my present ex- 
]M‘nse; upon which he pulled out a handful of half¬ 
pence. with a shilling or two among tliem, and 
, sw’ore that was all he had to keep his pocket till 
next <iuarter-day, he having lost the greatest jiart of 
his allowance the night before at billiards. Though 
^tills assertion miglit very w-ell he true, I was ex¬ 


tremely mortified at his indifference; for he neither 
expressed any sympathy for my inisliap, nor desire 
of alleviating my distress; and accordingly I left 
liim without uttering one w'ord. Ilut, when I after¬ 
wards understood tliat he w'as the person who had 
formerly betrayed me to the malice of my cousins, 
to whom likewise he had carried the tidings of my 
forlorn situation, which afforded them great matter 
of triumph and exultation, 1 detenmiied with 
myelf to call him to a severe account; for which 
purpose I borrowed a sword, and wrote a challenge, 
desiring him to meet me at a certain time and place, 
that T might liave an opportunity of punishing his 
perfidy, at the expense of his blood, lie accepted 
the invitation; and J betook myself to the field, 
though not without feeling considerahle repugnance 
to the combat, which frequently attacked me in cold 
sweats by the way : hut the desire of revenge, tlie 
shame of retracting, and hope of conquest, conspired 
to re])el th<‘se unmanly symptoms of fear; and 1 
appeared on the plain with a good grace. There 1 
wait*‘<l an hour beyond the time appointed, and wu.s 
not ill pleased to find he had no mind to meet me; 
b(‘eause I should have an opjiortunity of exposing 
liis cowardice, displajitig my own courage, and of 
heating him soundly wheresoever I .shouhl find him, 
without any dread of the eonsequcTice. Klevated 
with these suggestions, whicli entirely banislicd all 
tlioughts of my deplorable condition, 1 went directly 
to Ciuwky's lodgings, wdiere I was informed of his 
pri'cipitate retreat. In* having set out for llie country 
in less than an hour after he had re<‘eive(l m\ billet: 
and I was vain enough to have the whole story 
inserted in the news, although 1 was fain to sell a 
gold-laced hat to nty landlonl, for loss than half 
price, to defray the expense, and coutribute to my 
bubsistence. 


ClIArTER vn. 

I am cntrrfaincf! hy Mr. Crah—A Desrription of liim—I 
acquin* the art of tiurgerj—Consult Crabs Disjiosiiion— 
jierjjmc necessary to him—An Aornlcnt happen'—-fie ad- 
vibefv me to launch out into tlic World—Assists me with 
Money—1 set out for London. 

Tm: fumes of my resentment being dissipated, a.s 
well as the \anity of my success, 1 found ni\self 
deserted to all the horrors of extreme want, and 
avoided by mankind as a creature of a liilh'rent 
sjieeies, or rather as a solitary being, no wa\.s 
eouqirehended within the scheme or protection of 
I’rovidenee. l\ly despair liad rendered me almost 
quite stupified, when 1 was one da> told that a gen¬ 
tleman desired to see me at a certain inihlie-hmise, 
whither innnediatelt 1 repaired,and was introduced 
to onel\Ir.iduincelot Crab, u surgeon in town, who 
was engaged with two more in drinking a liquor 
called ]K>p~ni, composed by mixing a quartern of 
brandy with a <]uart of small beer, llcfore I relate 
the occasion of this mes'^.ige, 1 believe it will not be 
disagreeable to the reailer if I describe the gentle- 
man who sent for me, and menti<m some eirenm- 
stanc(‘s of his eharaeter and conduct, which may 
illustrate what fallows, and account for his behaviour 
to UK*. 

This member of the faculty ■was aged fifty, about 
live feet high, and ten round the belly; his face was 
capacious us a full moon, and much of the com¬ 
plexion of a mulberry; his nose, resembling a 
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powder-horn, was swelled to an enoniions size, and 
studded all over with carbuncles; and his little p:ray 
ejes reflected the rays in such an ohllcjue manner, 
that,-while he looked a person full in the face, one 
■would have ima^nned he was adniirin^^ the huekle 
of Ills slioe. lie had lonp; entertiiined an implacable 
resentment against Potion, who, though a ><‘niig 
practitioner, was better eniploj ed tlian he, and onee 
had the assuranee to jH'rlbnn a cure whert‘i)y In* 
disapiKiinted and disj*raeed the progimstie of the 
said Crab. .This quarrel, w liich was at one time 
upon tlie ]>oiiit of being made up In flie interposition 
and mediation of frit'iuls, had been lately intlamed 
beyond a pos.sibllity of reconciliation l>y tlie re¬ 
spective ■^^ives of the o])ponents, mIio, chancing to 
meet at a christening, disagreed about preeedenets 
proceeded from iineetiNcs to blows, and were, witli 
great diflienlt\, by the gossips, ]mn eiited from con¬ 
verting the occasion of joy into a scene of lamen¬ 
tation. 

Tlie difference between these rivals was in the 
height of rancour, when 1 reeei\cd tlie message of 
Crab, who received me as civilly as I could lane 
expected from one of his disposition ; and. after de¬ 
siring me to sit, iiujuired into the ])artieulars of my 
leaving the house of Potion; which, when I luid 
related, he said with a malicious grin, “There’s a 
sneaking dog!---I a)wa;is thought him a fellow 
■Nvitliout a soul, d—n nu*!—a canting scoundrel, 
who has crept into Imsiness h\ his h\poerisy, and 
kissing the n —se of every bodv.” “ Au*, a\e,” 
say.s another, “ one might see with half an* e;ie that 
the rascal has no honesty in him, by his going so 
regularly to church." This sentence*was confirmed 
by a third, who a>snred his eomfianions, that Potion 
was never known to be disguised in Injnor but 
onee, at a meeting of the godly, where he luul dis¬ 
tinguished Ininself ]>y an i'jtcmjMtrv prayer an hour 
long. After this jnvamble, Crahb adilressed him¬ 
self To me in these words; “ \\\‘ll, niy la<l, 1 have 
heard a good ciiaraeter of you, and PII do for you. 
You may send your things To my house when you 
plea.se. 1 liave given orders for your reception. 
Zounds! what does tlie booby stare at? -If you 
have no mind to emlwaee my courteous olfer, you 
may let it alone, and l>e d—1 answered, with 
a submissive bo‘,v, that 1 was far from reje<'ting 
hisfriendly offer, which 1 would immediately aeeejit, 
as soon as he should inform me on what footing 
I was jo be entertained. ‘MV iiat footing! cl nniy 
blood,” cried he; “d've expc‘<‘t to liave a footman 
and a coujde of horses kejit for you ?” “ .No, sir,'’ 

1 replic'd, “ my expectations are not quite so san¬ 
guine. 'J'hut I may he as little hurdenscune as pos¬ 
sible, 1 would willingly' serve* in your shop, by 
which means 1 nuiy'^ save you the exjieiise o' a 
journeyman, or jiorter at least, for 1 understand a 
little pharmacy, having employed some of my leisure 
hours in the jiraetiee of that art while 1 lived with 
Mr. Potion : neither am I altogether ignorant of 
surgery, which I have studied -with great pleasure 
and application.” “Oho! you did?” .says Crab. 
“Gentlemen, here is a conqilete artist!—Studied 
surgery! what? in books, 1 sujipose. I shall have 
you disputing willi me one of tliese days on jioints 
of my profession. Yon can already account for 
muscular motion, I warrant, and explain the mys¬ 
tery of the brain and nerves ha? Yon are too 
learned for me, d—n me. Jiut let’s hear no more 
of this stuff*, ('mi you bleed and give a clyster, 
*pread a plaster, and prepare a potion ?” l'j»on my 


answering in the affirmative he shook his liead. 
tcdling me he believed he should have little good of 
me, for all my promises; hut, however, he would 
take me in for the sake of charity. 1 wa.s accord¬ 
ingly tliat very night admitted to his house, and liad 
an aj)artn)ent assigimd to me in the garret, vvhieli I 
was lain to put up with, notwithstanding the iiuu’ti- 
lieatiou my pruh* suffered in this change of eireuni- 
stanec's. J was soon eonvineed of the real motives 
whieii induced Crab to n-eeive me in this manner; 
for, besides the gratification of liis revenge, by ex- 
]H)sing the selfislnu'ss <if his antagonist in ojqiosition 
to his own generosity, which was all affeetatJon, lie 
liad occasion for u young- man who undersiood 
.something of llm ])rofession, to fill up ihe place of 
his eldest apprentice, lately dead, not wilhout violcmt 
sus])icion of foul play from his master's brutality. 
'Hie knowledge of tins eiroumstanee, together with 
his daily behaviour to his w ife and the young aj)- 
pivntiec*, did not at all eontrihute tojiiy enjoying 
my' n<*w situation -with <*ase ; however, un 1 dal not 
jiereeive how 1 could bestow my .self to better ad¬ 
vantage, 1 resolved to study (’rah's temp(*r with all 
the ajiphealiori, ami manage it with all the address, 
in my power. And it was not long hetbre J found 
out a strangi* iieeulianty of humour, w hieh governed 
his behaviour towards all Ins dependenls. 1 oh- 
,sc»rved, when he was pleased, he was such a Tiiggard 
of his satisfaction,that, if his wife or servants lie- 
trayed the least symptom of jiartieqiafion, he was 
offended to an msupportahle degree of elioler and 
fury, the etfeets of w hieh they seliloin f.iiled to feel. 
And, when his indignation was roused, sulunis.sinn 
and soothing always exasperatc*d it hc'yond the 
hounds of reason and liunumity. 1 therefore pur¬ 
sued a contrary ]daii: and one day, w hen lie ho¬ 
noured nu' with the names of ignorant w lielp, and 
lazy ragamuffin, I boldly rejilied, “1 was neither 
iguonuit nor lazy, since 1 botli understood and per- 
fornied my business as well as he could do for Ins 
soul; neither was it just to call me ragamnflin, lor 
1 had a whole <'oat on my back, ami was deseemled 
from a belt<‘r faimiy than any he could boast an 
aliiaiice with." lie gave tiikens of great amaze- 
meiit at this asMirane*’ of mine, and slxxjk hi.s eane 
over my iiead, regarding me all the time with a 
i'ounteiiane<'truly chaholieal. Aithuugli 1 was ter¬ 
ribly startled at his menacing looks and jiosture, J 
yet ha<l reth*ction enough left to eoiivinee me 1 liad 
gone to()farto retract, and that this was the critical 
minute wJiieii must decide my future lot in his ser¬ 
vice ; I tlierefore siiatehed up the jK-sth' of a mortar, 
and swore, if he offered to strike me without a 
cause, I sliould see whether his skull or my weiqion 
was harde.sf. lleeonlimied silent for some time, 
and at last broke forth into these ejaenlations : 

“ d'his is fine usage from a servant to a master,— 

very fine!—d-tion ! - hut no matter, you shall 

pay for this, you dog, you shall. J'll do y oiir busi¬ 
ness—ye.s, yes. I'll teach you to lift your hand 
again.st me.” Iso saying, he retired, and kd’t me 
under dreadful ajipreliensions’. which vanished en¬ 
tirely at our next meeting, when he behaved with 
unusual eomjffaeency, and treated me w'ith a glass 
of jiuneh after dinner. By tliis conduct I got tiie 
ascendancy over him in a sliort time, and beeaim* 
so necessary To him, in managing his business w Idle 
he was (uigaged at the bottle, that fortune began to 
"wear a kinder asjieet; and I con.sol(*d myself for 
the disregard of my former ac<juaintanec witli the 
knowledge ] daily imbibed, by a close application 
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to tlio duties of my employment, in ■which I suc- 
cecdtMl beyond iny own expectation. I wus on very 
pood terms with niy master's -Hife, whose cste<*in 1 
acquired and cultivated, h^* representiiip Mrs. J’otion 
in the nmst ridienlous liphts m) satirical talents 
could invent, as well as b_v renderinp ijer some 
ehrisfian olliees wlieii she had been too familiar 
with the dram bottle, to wliicli she had often¬ 
times recourse for coiusolation under the affliction 
slie siitlered from lier barbarous Imsband. In this 
manner I lived, without bearing the least tidings of 
Tuy unele, for the space ol'two years, during -which 
time 1 kept little or no company, being neither in a 
humour to relish, nor in u capacity to maintain 
mucli aequaintanee: for the fshabal, niy mastiT, 
allowed me no wages ; and the small jierijnisites of 
my station scarce sn])plied me w’ith the common I 
n(*eessaries of life. 1 was no longer a jiert unthink¬ 
ing coxcomb, gid<iy with jjopular ajiplause, and 
elevated with the extravagance of hope; my mis- I 
fortunes had taught me how'little the caresses of 
tile world, during a man’s prosperity, are to be 
valued !>y liim 5 and liow' s<‘rioU''ly and expeditiously 
be ought to set about making himself imbqxmdent 
of them. My present ap{iearane(‘, tlierefore, uas 
tile least of my cure, which was wholly engrossed 
in laying up a stock of instnielion tiiat migiit .secure 
me against the eapru’c of fortune for the future, 1 
became sneh a sloven, and contracted such an air 
of aasterity, that every bod\ prononneed me erest- 
fiilh’n; ami (la\vk\ returned to town, witliont nin- 
"ning an> risk from ni} resentment, wbieh was b\ 
tills tiin(‘ pretty much cooled, and restrained bv 
jirndential realms so effl*e 1 u.illy, tiiaf I never s(» 
)nueh as thonglit of obtaining satisfaction for the 
injuries be bad done me. When 1 deemed mvseif 
sutfieiently master of my Imsiness, I began to east 
about for an opportnnitv of iannehing into the 
world, in hope 0 I' tindhig some provision that might 
make amends for the diffieullies 1 had undergone : 
but, us this could not be etfeeled without a .small 
sum of money to equip me for the held, 1 was iu the 
utmost perplexity Imw to raise it, v\i'll knowing tliat 
('rah, for his own .sake, would never put me in a 
condition to leave liini, wlien Ins interest was so 
much eoneenied in mv stay. Ihit a small acci¬ 
dent w’hich hajipeiied alxml this time determhied 
him in mv favour. 'Phis v\as no other than the 
pregnancy of his maid-servant, who declared her 
situation to me, assuring me, at the same time, that 
I was tin* occasion of it. Although 1 had no rea¬ 
son to t|uestion the truth of this imputation, 1 was 
not ignorant of the faniiliaritie.s wiiich had passed 
hetween her master and her ; taking the advantage 
of which 1 represented to her the folly of laying 
tlie burden at my door, when she miglit dls[)ose of 
it to much lietter purpose witli Mr. ('rab. She 
listened to luy ailvice, and next day ae(|miinted him 
with the pn'tended snecess of their mutual endea¬ 
vours. Jrewasfar from being overjoyed at tlii.s 
proof of his vigour, which he foresaw might ha\e 
very troublesome consequences; not that lie dreaded 
any doinostio grumblings and reproaelu's from his 
wife, whom he kept in jierfect subjection; but lie- 
cause he knew it would furnish liis rival Ikiiion 
with a handle for insulting and undermining his 
reputation; there being no scandal e(|ual to that of 
uncleaiiness in the opinion of those w lio inhabit the 
part of the island -where he lived, lie, therefore, 
took a resolution worthy of himself; which was, to 
persuade the girl tha*- she was not with child, hut 


only afflicto<l with a disorder incident to young 
women, which he would easily remove. With this 
view, as he pretended, li<* prescribed for her such 
medicines as he thought would infallilily procure 
abortion ; hut in this scheme he was disapjiointed ; 
for the maid, being adver!is<‘d by me of his di‘hign, 
and at the same time well ac(juainte(l with her own 
condition, abs<ilutely refused to follow his direc¬ 
tions; and threatened to publish her situation to 
the w'orld, if he would not immediate]) take some 
melliod of providing for tlie imjiortant occasion, 
which she expected in a few' months, it was not 
long before J guessed the result of his deliberation, 
by his addressing himself to me, one day, in this 
manner; “ 1 am surjirised that a young tellow like 
you discovers no inclination to push his fortune in 
I tile world. Jlefore i was of your age I was broiling 
on the coast of (ruinca.—T)—me! what's to hinder 
yon from jirofiting by the war wliieh will certainly 
be declared ju a .‘•Jiort time against Sjmin? You 
may easily’ get on board of a king'.^ ship in quality 
of a sm’ireon's mate ; w liere you w ill certainly see 
a givnit <lea! of jiruetici', and stand a good chance 
of getting priz<*-mouey.” 1 laid hold <»f this decla¬ 
ration, w ineli i bail long wished for, and assured 
him 1 would follow his advice with jileasurc, if it 
was in my [lower; but that it was impossible for 
me to embrace an opportunity of that kind, a.s I had 
no friend to advance a Utile money to .supply me 
wiili what necessaries 1 should want, and defray 
tile expenses of niy journey to London. He told 
nu* tliat few necessaries were required ; and as for 
the e\pens<* of my journey, he would lend me 
money sitlUeient not only for Out puqHisc, but also 
to maintain me comfortably in Loudon until I 
should procure u warrant for my prov ision on hoard 
of some ship. I gave iiim a thousand thunks tor 
his obliging offer (altbougb J was very well ap¬ 
prised of Ills motive, whieli was no other llum a 
design to lay the bastard to my charge after my 
departure), and accordingly set out in a few weeks 
for Lonuon, my whole fortuue eonsisting of one 
smi of clothes, half a dozen of ruffled shirts, as 
many plain, two pair of worsted, and a like number 
of tliread stockings, a case of jioeket instruments, 
a small edition of Horace, Wiseman's Surgery, and 
ten guineas in cash, for which ('rab took my bond, 
bearing five per cent, interest; at the same time 
gave nu* a letter to tlie nu'mber of parliament for 
iinr town, which, he saul, would do my business 
effectually. 


ciiArTKii vm. 

1 anive nt NovTC.ifitlu— \»ith mv old Sfliocl-fellow Strap 
—VVf dt‘t<‘rniini’' to walk lo^it-llu’r to London out on 
our .Touriirv—but uj) .'it a .solit.u\ Ale-hoUhV—Art* dis- 
tiubod bv A htiaiigi* Advonture in the night. 

Triimr. is no such eonveuience as a waggon in this 
country, and my firumees were too weak to supjiort 
the expense of hiring a horse; I determined there¬ 
fore to set out witli the carriers, w ho transport goods 
from one plaee to another on horseback; and this 
scheme 1 accordingly put iu execution on the first 
day of November 1731), sitting upon a pack-saddle 
between two baskets, one of whieh contained my 
goods in a knapsack. Hut, by the time we arrived 
at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1 was so fatigued wdth the 
tedionsuess of the carriage, and benumbed -with the 
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ooldness of the weather, that I resolved to travel the 
rest of niy journey on foot, rather tluui jiroceed in 
such a disajyreeahle manner. 

The hostler of the inn at which we put uj), imder- 
slandiuf; 1 was bound for London, advised me to 
take nty passage in a collier, which woiUd be both 
cheap and expeditious, and withal much easier than 
to walk upwards of three hundred miles through 
deep roads in the winter time; a journey w’hich, he 
helieved, I had not strength enough to jK-rform. I 
wiis almost persuaded to lake his advice, when, one 
day, ste[nnng into a barber's shop to be shaved, the 
young man, while lie lathered my face, accosted n>e 
thus : “ Sir, 1 presinno you are a Scotchman.” I 
answered in the affirmative. “ Tray,” continued lie, 

“from what jnirt of Scotland ?”-1 no sooner told 

him, than he discover(*d great emotion, and not con¬ 
fining jiis oi)eration to iny chin and n])per lip, be¬ 
smeared my y> hole face wdth great agiUition. i w'as 
go offended at this profusion, that, starting up, I 
asked him what the d—1 he meant by using me so ? 
He begged pardon, telling me his joy at nu‘eting 
with a eolmtryman had occasioned some eoufusion 
in him; and craved my name, ilut when I de¬ 
clared my name was Landoni, he exclaimed In a 
rapture, “ IIow I Ihiry Kuudoin The same, 1 re¬ 
plied, looking at him with astonishment. “AVhat,” 
(Tied he, “don’t you know your old .schoolfellow, 
Hugh Strap?” At that instant, recollecting his face, 
1 flew into his arms, and in the transport of inj 
joy, gave him back one lialf of the suds he ha<l so 
lavishly bestowed on my coiinteuanee; so that we 
made a very ludicrous ap]>earance, and furnished a 
great deal of mirth for his master and shopinat(% 
who were witnes.s(*s of this scene. "When our mutual 
caresses were over, T sat down again to be shaved; 
but the poor fellow's nerves were so discomposed 
by this unexpected meeting, that hi.s hand could 
scarcely hold the razor, with wliicdi, neverthele.ss, 
he found means to cut me in three places, in as 
many strokes. Jlis master, iiereeiving his disorder, 
bade another .supply his place, and after the opera¬ 
tion was performed, gave Strap leave to pass the 
rest of the day with me. We retired immediately 
to my lodgings, where, calling for some beer, I de¬ 
sired to be infbnned oi’ his adventures, which con¬ 
tained nothing more, than that his master dying 
before his time was out, he had come to Newcastle* 
about a year ago, in expectation of journey-work, 
along with three young iellovs of his accpiaintanee, 
who worked in the keels ; that he had the good for¬ 
tune of being employ ed by a very civil master, with 
whom he intended to stay till the spring, at which 
time he proposed to go to I^ondon, v here he did not 
doubt of finding encouragement. Wlien 1 commu¬ 
nicated to him my situation and design, he did not 
approve of my taking a passage by sea, by rea.son 
of the diinger of a winter voyage, which is very 
hazardous along that coast, as well as the j)reca- 
riousness of the wind, which might possibly detain 
me a great while, to the no small detriment of my 
fortune. Whereas, if I would venture by land, he 
would hear me company, carry tny baggage all the 
way, and, if we should be fatigued before we could 
perform all the journey, it would be no hard matter 
for ns to find on the road cither returning horses or 
waggons, ()f which we might take tlie advantage for 
a very trifling expense. I was so ravished at this 
proposal, that I embraced him affectionately, and as¬ 
sured him he might command my purse to the last 
farthing: but he gave me to understand, he had 


saved money sufficient to ariswtT his own occasions; 
and that he hud a fricuid in London, who would 
soon introduce him into business in that cajutal, 
and might possibly have it in his power to serve 
me also. 

Having coneerted the plan and settled our affairs 
that night, we departed next morning by day-break, 
armed with a good cudgel each (my companion 
being charged with the furniture of us both, cram¬ 
med into one knapsack), and our money sewed be- 
j tween the lining and w'uistband of our breeclies, 

I except some loose silver foronr inmi(‘dlate expense 
' on the road. We travelled all day at a round jiaee, 
j hut, being ignorant of the pro])er stages, were be- 
, nighted at good distance* from an> inn, so that we 
were eoinpelled to take up our lodging at a small 
hedge ale-lumse, that stood on a by-road, about half 
a mile from the highway. 'I'here wi‘ Ibund a jK'dlar 
of our own country, in whose company we regaled 
ourselves with bacon and eggs, and a glass of good 
ale, before a eomfoiluble lire, com ending all the 
while \ery sociably with the landlord and his 
daughter, an hale buxom lass, who entertained us 
with great g(K»d humour, and in wh<»se tifleetion I 
was vain (*n(mgh to believe I had made some jiro- 
gress. About eight o'clock, we were all tlir<‘e, at 
our own desire, shown into an apartment, furnisiied 
with tw'o beds, m one of wliieli Strap and 1 betook 
; ourselves to rest, and the pedlar occupied the other, 
though not before he had prayed a considerable 
time extcm}K>n\ searched into e\ery corner of the 
room, and listened the door on the in.sidt* with u 
strong iron screw, wliieh lu* carried about with him 
for that use. J slept ^ery sound till midnight, when 
1 was disturbed by a violent motion of the bed. 
which shook under me with a continual tremor. 
Alarmed at this phenomenou, 1 jogged my com¬ 
panion, whom, to my no small amazement, I found 
drenched in sweat, and quaking through c\ery 
limb; he told me, with a low faltering voice, that 
we were undone; for there wa.s a hhmdy highway¬ 
man loaded with pistols in the next room; then 
bidding me make as lifth* noise as possible, he di- 
rec'ted me to a small chink in the board j)artition, 
through which J could see a thick-set brawny fel¬ 
low, with a fierce countenance, sitting at a table w ith 
our young landlady, ha\ing a bottle of ale and a 
brace of jmstols before him. J listened with great 
attention, and heard him say in a terrible tone: 
“D—n that son of u bitch, Smack, the coachman ;— 
he has served me a fine trick,indeed!—butd—— fion 
.seize me, if J don’t make him repent it! I'll teach 
the scoundrel to give intelligence to others, while 
he is under articles with me.” (hir landlady en¬ 
deavoured to ajqx'ase this (*xasperated rohbt'r, hy 
saying he might be mistaken in Smack, who perhaps 
kept no corresj)ondenee with the other gentleman 
that robbed his coach ; and that, if an aocid(*nt had 
di.sajjpointed him to-day, lie might soon find ojqior- 
tunity enough to atone for his .ost trouble. “J’ll 
tell thee what, my dear Jlelt,” replied he, “ I never 
had, nor ever will, while my name is J{ifl(*, have 
such a gloriou.s booty as 1 missed to-day.'—Zounds! 
there was four hundn‘d pounds in cash to recruit men 
for the king's service, besides the jewels, watches, , 
swords, and money belonging to the j)assengers ;— 
bad it been my fortune to have got clear off with so 
much treasure, 1 would have purchased a commis¬ 
sion in the army, and made you an officer’s lady, 
you jade, T would.” “ Well, well,” cries Hetty, “w’c 
must trust to Vro\ ideiice f<T tliat;—but did you find 
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lofhm/T worth taking, which escapc'd the other 
Centleman of the roaci?’* ‘*Not much, faith,” said 
h(‘ lover; “ I gleaned a few things, such as a pair of 
)ops, silver mounted, (here they are;) T took them 
oaded from the captain who had the charge of the. 
noney, together with a gold watch, which he had 
!oiieeaii‘d in his breeches. T likewise found ten 
Mrtiigid pieces in the shoes of a Quaker, whom the 
j)iril moved to revile me •with great bitterness and 
[evotion. Rut what 1 value myself mostly for, is 
his here purchase, a gold snuff box, my girl, with 
pictun* oT\ the inside of the lid; which J untied 
'Ilf. of the tail of a pretty lady’s smock.” Jh're, as 
he de\ i! w-tyiild Iiave it, the |)edlar snored so loud, 
hat th<* highwayman, snatching his pistols, started 

.p, crying: “Hell and d-tion! 1 am betrayed ; 

iho's that in the next room?” Mrs. Betty told him, 
e need not be uneasy; there were only three poor 
.’('aried travtdlers, whu, missing the road, had taken 
]) tlu'ir lodging in the house, and were ,'isleop long I 
gu. “TravelU‘rs,” says he, “spies, youb—ch I hut 
o matter—I'll send them all to hell in an instant.” 
le accordingly ran towards our door; when Ins 
weethearf interposing, assured him, there was only 
eou;)Ie of poor young Seof<‘hmen, who were loo ■ 
aw and ignorant to give him the h'ast cauKe of: 
uspieion ; sincl the third was a IVesliyterian pedlar 
f the same nation, who liad often hnlged in the 
oiise Ixd’ore. 'Phis ileelai’atJon satisfied the thief, 
.iio swore he was ghul there was a pedlar, for he 
.'anted some linen. Then, in a jovial manner, he 
uf about the glass, mingling his (liscourse to Jletly 
.'ijli caresses and familiarities that spoke him v<‘ry 
appy in Ids amours. During that part of 1h(*eon- 
ersalion which regarded us. Strap had erejd nmler 
he bed, wliere he lay in the agonies of fear; so that 
l was with great difficulty I persuaded him our 
anger was o\er, and prevailed on him to wake the 
ledlar, and inform him of what he had seen and 
icavd. This itinerant merchant no sooner felt some- 
'ody shaking him by the sliouider, than he started 
]>, calling as loud as he could, “ 'I'hit'ves, thieves! 
xml have mercy on us!” And Rifle, alanned at 
Ids exclamation, jumped uj), cocked one oi* his 
'istols, and turned towards the door, to kill the first 
lan who should enter; for he verily bidieved hiin- 
eir beset; when his dulcinea, after an immoderate 
it of laughter, persuaded him, tliut the poor pedlar, 
reaming of thieves, had only cried ont in his .sleep. 
deanwhiJc rny comrade had undeceived our fellow 
idger, and informed him of Ids reason for disturb- 
ag him; upon which, getting up softly, he peeped 
lirough the hole, and was so terrified with what he 
aw, that, falling down on Id.s hare knees, 1 h‘ put up 
long petition to Heaven, to deliver him from the 
lunds of that ruffian, and pronds(*d never to defraud 
customer for the future of the value of a pin s 
K)int, provided he might be rescued from the pre- 
cut danger. Whether or not his disburdening his 
onseieiice afforded him any ease, I know not; but 
le slipped into bed again, and lay very quiet until 
he robber and bis mistress were asleep, and snored 
a eoDcert; then, rising softly, he untied a rope that 
vas round his pack, wluch making fast to one end 
•f it, he opened the window with as little noise as 
lossihle, and lowered his goods into the yard w'ith 
^eat dexterity; then he inovt‘d gently to our lied- 
ido, and bade us farewell, telling us, that, as we ran 
lo risk, we might take our rest with great confi- 
ience, and in the morning assure the landlord that 
je knew nothing of his escape; and lastly, shaking 


ns by the bands, and wishing us all manner of ffuc* 
cess, he let himself drop from the window without 
any danger, for the ground was nut above a yard 
from his leet as he hung on the outside. Although 
T did not think proper to aeeompany him in lus 
flight, 1 w’as not at all free from apprelienshm, when 
1 reflected on what might bo the effect of the high- 
way’man’s disappointment, as lie certainly intended 
to make free with the pedlar’s ware. Neither was 
my companion at more case in his mind; but, on 
the contrary, so possessed with the dreadful idea of 
Rifle, that lie soiieitod me strongly to follow our 
countryman’s exanqih*, and so elude the fatal re¬ 
sentment of that terrible adventurer, who would 
certainly wreak his vongeance on us, as accompliees 
of the jiedlar's elopement. Ihil 1 represented to him 
the danger of giving Ritle cause to think we kneAv 
his profession, and suggested, that, if ever he should 
mei’t us again on the road, he would look upon us 
as dangerous acquaintance, and find it his interest 
to put us out of the way. 1 told him withal niy 
confidence in Betty's good nature, in which he ae- 
quies<‘ed; and, during the remaining jmrt of the 
night, we concerted a projier method of behaviour, 
to render us unsuspected in the morning. 

It was no sooner day, than Betty, entering oi^ 
ehamlier, and perceiving our window open, cried 
out; “Ods bobs! sure you Soolehmen must havt» 
bot constitutions to lie all night with the window 
opi'n, in such cold weather.” 1 feigned to start 
out of sleep, and withdrawing the curtain, called, 
“What's the matter?” ^^’hen she sliowed me, I 
affected surprise, and said, “ IMess me! the window 
was shut when we went to bed.” “ I’ll he hanged,” 
said she, “if Sawney Waddle the pullar has not 
got n]> in a dream and done it, for I heard him very 
obstrojuilous in his sleep.—Sure I jiut a chamber¬ 
pot under his Ixsi.” With these words she ad¬ 
vanced to the iK'd in which he lay, and finding 
the sheets cold, exclaimed, “ Hood lacK-a-duisy! the 
nigue is fled!” “ Vied !” cried hwith feigned uiuaze- 
imuit, “Uod forbid!—Sure he has not robbed ns.” 
Then springing up, I laid hold of my biecches, 
and emptied all my loose money into my hand; 
which Inning reckoned, J said,** Ileaven he praised, 
our money is all safe:—Strap, look to the knap¬ 
sack.” lie did so, and found all was right. I'pon 
which we asked, with seeming concern, if he 
had stole notliiug belonging to the house? “No, 
no,” replied she, “ he lias stole nothing but his 
reckoning which, it seems, this pious pedlar had 
forgot to discharge, in the midst of his devotion. 
Betty, after a moment's pause, withdrew ; and im¬ 
mediately we could hear her waken }lifl(‘, who no 
sooner heard of Waddle’s flight, than he jumped 
out of bed, and dressed, venting a thousand exe¬ 
crations, and vowing to murder the pedlar, if ever 
he should sf‘t eyes on him again: “For,” said he, 
“ the scoundrel has by this lime raised the hue and 
cry against me,’’ IJaving dressed himself in a 
hurry, lie mounted his horse, and for that tmio rid 
us of his company, and a thousand fears tlmt were 
the consequence of it. While we were at break¬ 
fast, Betty endeavoured, by all tlie cunning she was 
mistress of, to learn whether or no we suspected our 
fellow-lodger, w horn we saw take horse; hut as we 
were on our guard, we answered her sly questions 
with a simplicity .she could not distrust; when, all 
of a sudden, we heard the trampling of a horses 
feet at the door. This noise alarmed Strap sc 
mucli, whose imagination was wholly engrossed by 
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the image of Eifle, that, with a countenance as pale 
as milk, he cried, “0 Lord! there's the liighway- 
man returned!” Our landlady, staring at these 
words, said, “What highwayman, young man?— 
Do you think any highwaymen harbour hero?” 
Though I was very nnu‘h disconcerted at this piece 
of indiscretion in Strap, I had jiresence of mind 
enough to tell her, we had met a horseman the day 
before, whom Strap had foolishly supposed to he a 
highwayniau, because he rode with pistols; and 
that he had been terrified at the sound of a horse's 
feet ever since. She forced a smile at the ignorance 
and timidity of my comrade ; but I could perceive 
(not without great concern) that this account was 
not at all satisfactory to her. 


CllATTEU IX. 

We proceed on our Journey—Are overtaken by an llinliway- 
nmn, who fires at Strap—Is prevented tiom shooiini; me 
by a company of Horsemen. «bo rule la iiursiiit of him - 
Stiap is pul U) bed at an Inn—■Adventures at Unit Inn. 

After liuving paid oiir score, and taken leave of 
our hostess, who embraced me tenderly at parting, 
we proceeded on our journey, blessing ourselves 
that we liad eome olf so vm*!!. Wo had not walked 
above five miles, when we observed a man on hor.se- 
back galloping after us, whom we in a short time 
reeognised to h(‘ no otlier than this formidable hero 
wlio had already gi>en ns so imieh vexation, lie 
stojiped hard by me, and asketl if i knew wlio he 
was? My astonishment had diseoneerted me so 
much, that I did not hear his question, which he 
reiieated with a volley of oaths and threats ; hut 1 
remained as mute as before. Strap seeing my dis- 
conqiosure, fell upon his kiiee.s in the mud. uttering 
with a lamentable voice tliese words: “ Eor ('linst’s 
sake, have mercy upon us, Mr. Kitlc,—we know 
you very well.” “ ()ho 1” cried the thief, “ you do! 
—but you never shall be evidence again.si me in 
this world, you dog!” So saj mg, he drew u pistol, 
and fired it at the unfortunate sha\er, who fell fiat 
upon the ground, w'ithout .sjieakiiig one word. My 
comrade’s fate, an<l my ow'u situation, rivetted me 
to the place where I stood, deprived of all sense 
and reflection; so that 1 did not make the least 
attempt either to run away, or deprecate the wrath 
of this barbarian, who snapped a second pistol at 
me *, but before he had time to jirime again, per¬ 
ceiving a company of horsemen coming up, he 
rode off, and left me standing motionless as a statue, 
in which posture I w'as found by those whose ap¬ 
pearance had saved my life, 'bhis comiiany con¬ 
sisted of three men in livery, well armed, wdth an 
officer, who, as 1 afterwards learned, was the per¬ 
son from whom Jiifle had taken the i>oeket pistols 
the day before ; and who, making known his mis¬ 
fortune to a nobleman he met on the road, and 
lussuring him his non-resistance was altogether ow¬ 
ing to his consideration for the ladies in the coach, 
procured the assistance of his lordship's servants to 
go in quest of the plunderer, 'j'his holiday captain 
scampered up to me with great address, and asked 
who fired the pistol w'hich he had heard. As I 
had not yet recovered my reason, he, before T could 
answer, observed a body lying on the ground; at 
wliich sight Ills colour changed, and be pronounced 
witb a faltering tongue, “ (lentlemen, here’s mur¬ 
der committed! us alight.” “No, no,” said 
one of his followers, “let us rather pursue the 


murderer. Which way went he, young man ?” By 
this time J had recollected myself so far as to tell 
th(‘m, that he could not be a quarter of a mile be¬ 
fore ; and to beg of one of tliem to assist me iu 
conveying the corpse of my frieud to the next 
house, in order to its being interred. The captain, 
foreseeing, that, in case he .should jnirsue, he must 
soon come to action, began to curb his horse, and 
give him the sjnir at the same time, which treat¬ 
ment making the creature rear up and snort, hi* 
called out, his horse was frightened, and would not 
proceed ; at the same time w lieeling him round and 
round, stroking his neck, wdiislling and wheeling 
him with “Sirrali, siirah, gently, gently, ^tc.”— 
“Zounds!” crii'd one of the .servants, “sure my 
T..ord’s Sorrel is not resty —With these words, he 
bestow'eil a lash on his buttocks, and Sorrel, dis 
darning tlie rein, sprung forward with the captain, 
at a )>aee that would have soon broupht him u]> 
with the rohlier, had not the pirth, ha])]>ih’ for him, 
given way, by which means he laudeil in the dirt, 
and two of his attendants eoiitimied their pursuit, 
without minding liis situation. iMeanwhile, one of 
the three who remained at my desire, tiiniiiig the 
body of Strap, iu order to see the wound which 
had killed him, foniitl him still warm, and breatli- 
iiig; upon which J immediately let him blood, and 
saw him, witli inexpre.ssiblejo), recover; he having 
received no other wound than what his fear had in¬ 
flicted. i laving raised liim ujkhi his legs, we walked 
together to an inn, about lialf a mile from the plac?, 
where Strajj, who was not quite recovered, wcut to 
bed : and in a litth* time, the third servant returned 
with tin* eaiJtain's horse and furniture, leaving him 
to crawl after as well as he could. ’I’his gentleman 
of the sword, u^on his arrival, conqilained griev¬ 
ously of the bruise occasioned by his fall; and, on 
the r(*<’oniim*n<lalion of the sei'vant, wdio warranted 
my ability, I w'as enii>lo)ed to bleed him, for which 
service he rewarded me with half a crown. 

’J’he time between this event and dinner, I passed 
ifi observing a game at cards between two farmer.s, 
an exciseman, and a young fellow in a rusty povMi 
and cassock, who, as 1 afterwards understood, was 
curate of a neighbouring jiarlsh. Jt was easy to 
perceive, that tlie match was not equal; and that 
the two farnuT.s, who were partners, liad to do with 
a couple of sharpers, who stript them of all their 
cash in a very short time. Ilut what .surjirised me 
very much was, to liear this clergyman reply to 
one of the countrymen who seemed to suspect foul 
play, iu these words: “ 1) - • n me, friend, d'ye qne.s- 
tioii my honour?”—J did not at all wonder t() find 
a cheat in canonicals, thi.s being a cluiraeter fre- 
(ju<*nt in my own country; but I w’as scandalized 
at tlie indecency of his behaviour, which appeared 
in the oaths he swore, and the bawdy songs which 
he sung. At last, to make amends, in some sort, 
for the damage he liad done to the unwary boors, 
lie pulled out a fiddle from the lining of his gown, 
and, promising to treat them at dinner, began to 
play most mclodiou.sly, singing in concert idl the 
while. 'I'his good humour of the parson inspired 
the company with so much gl(‘e, that the fanners 
soon forgot their losses, and all present w’eiit to 
dancing in the yard. While we were agreeably 
amused in this manner, our musician spying a 
horseman riding towards the inn, stopt all of a sud¬ 
den, crying out, “Gad.so! gentlemen, 1 beg your 
pardon ; there's our dog of a doctor coming into 
tlie inn.” He immediately concealed his instni- 
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nient, and ran towards tliegate, whore he took hold 
of the-vicar’s bridle, and helped him off, infjuiriiig 
very cordially into the state of liis health. '’I'his 
rosy son of the clmrch, who might he about the 
age of fifty, having alighted, and entiaisted the curate 
witli his horse, stallvi'd -with great solemnity into 
the kitclu'ii, where, sitting down by the fire, he 
called for a bottle of ale and a j)i}>e ; searec deign¬ 
ing an answer to the .submissive questions of those 
who inquired about the welfare of bis family. 
While be indulged himself in this state, amidst a 
profound silence, the curate approaeblng him with 
great revertmee, asked if he would not b(‘ pleased 
to honour us Avith his company at dinner ? To which 
interrogation he answered in the negative, saying, 
he iiad been to visit Si[uire Bumpkin, who had 
drunk himself into a high fever at tlie last assizes ; 
and that lie had, on leaving his own house, told 
Betty Ik* should dine at home. Aceordiiigl\, wdien 
he had madi* an end of his botth* and pi])e, he rose 
and moved, with prelatieal dignit\, to the door, 
where liis journeyman stood ready with his nag. 
lie li.id no mounted, than the facetious curate, 

eouiing into tli<‘kitchen, held forth In this manner: 
“'Tiiere the old rascal goe.s, and thedcAil go Avitli 
him. - You see liow the Avorld wags, gentlemen.— 
By gad. fins rogue of a viear does not de.serve t{) 
li\e; an<l yet lie has two livings worth 400/. i>er 
annum, w hile poor I am fain to do all his drudgeiy, 
and ride twenty miles ever\ Sunday to i»reaeh, for 
what? why, truly, for lit)/, a-year. I scorn to boast 
of my own (jualifi<‘ations; Imt - compan.son.s are 
odious. I should he glad to know liow thi*. swag- 
heliied doctor deserv(*s to he more at ease titan nu*. 
Me can loll in his elbow chair at home, indulge 
himself in the he.st of victuals and wum*, and enjoy 
the <*onvcr.sation of Ik'tty, his housekeeper. You 
understand me, gentlemen. Hetty is the doctor's 
poor kinswoman, and a i»relt\ girl she is; but no 
matter for that: -ay. and a dutiful girl to her pa¬ 
rents, whom s)ie visits regularly every year, though 
I must own. 1 could never h‘arn in Avhat count\ 
lhe\ live. -M\ service I'nc, gentlemen.”--By this 
dine dinner being remly, I waked ni> eoin]>aTjion, 
md we ale all t(»ge[her Axitli great cheerfulness. 
M'hen our meal wa*. ended, and cAory man's share 
>f tin* roekonlng adjusted, tlu* curate A\ent out on 
pretenee of some necessary oeeasion. and inounliiig 
ills Imr.se, left the two fanm'rs to satisfy the host in 
the best manner they could. We Avere no sooner 
informed of thi.s piece of linesse, tliaii the exciseman, 
who had been silent hitherto, began to open Avitli a 
ruali(*ious grin: “Ay, ay. this is an old trick of 
■shuine:* 1 could not help smiling as hen he talked 
■>f treating. You must know this is a very eiirioiis 
fellow. Jle ])ieked up some .scraps of learning 
while he served young lamd 'IVille at the univer- 
uly*. But Avhal he ni(»st excels in is jiimping. No 
nan kiKJWs his talents better tliau I; for 1 aaus 
valet de chamhre to S<]uin‘d’attle, an intimate com- 
panionof SlndTle's lord, lie g(U him.self into a scrape, 
ay iiaw'iiing some of his lordship'.s clothes, on which 
iccoiint he AA'as turiu'd away; but, ns he was ac- 
piaintecl Avith some ijartieulur cireuni.stances of my 
lord’s conduct, he di(l not care to exasp<Tate him too 
much, and .so iiukU* interest for hi.s receiving order.s, 
md afterwards recommended him to the curacy 
which he now enjoys. IloAvever. tlu* felloAV cannot 
bo too much admired for Ids de.\(erity in making a 
somfortable iiA'clihood, in spite of such a small 
^lowance. You hear lie plays a good stick, and is 


really diverting in company. These qualifications! 
make him agreeable wherever In* goes; and, as fori 
jdaying at cards, there i.s not a man Avithin three 
counties a match for him: tlie truth is, he is aj, 
damnable cheat; and can shift a card with sueV 
addre.s.s, that it is impos.sihIe to di.scovcr him.” Here 
he -wuis interrupted by one of tlie farmers, who, 
a.sKed Avhy he had not justice enough to acijuaint 
them with these particulars before they engaged in' 
play ? The exciseman replied, without any hesita¬ 
tion, that it A^as none of hi.s bu.siiiess to inter¬ 
meddle between man and man; heside.s, he did not * 
know they Avere ignorant of Shuffle’s character, 
which was notorious to the whole country. 1'ius 
did not satisfy the other, who taxed him with ahet- 
tingand a.ssi.sting the curate’s knavery, and insisted 
on having Ids .share of the winnings returned; 
this demand the exciseman as positively refused, 
affirming, that whatsoever sleights }*ihui]le might 
practice on other occasions, he was'very certain 
that he had played on the square with them, and 
Avould answer it before any heneli in (’hristendoru; 
so say ing. lie got up, and having paid his reckoning, 
sneaked off. The landlord thrusting Ids neck into ' 
the iiassage, to see if he was gone, .sjiook Ids head, 
.say ing, “ Ah! laird help us, if ca cry sinner avus to 
have* his deserts.-• "Well, victuallers must not' 
di.sobiige The exciseman.—But 1 knoAV Avliat:—if 
parson Shuffle and he were Aveighed together, a 
straw thrown into eiflier scale would make the ! 
balance kick the beam.—Hut, masters, this is under 
the rose,’’ continued Boniface, with a whisper. 


CTIArTKK X. 

Thft IIinhAV.Tvnuiri is tnken—Wc .ire lined «s Kvideiice 
aK‘Uiist ijiiii—rn'Cfcd to the iu-\t ViU.iiji'—IK- t'srapes-- 
Uf .irnvi.'ar aaollier Inn. wlnin vu- iro to bed—In the 
Jiiylit A\L* me .iwekrd Iiv .i dre.nJlul Adventure—Next 
niilht vvf InUgc at the hnnse .t .Sehuoluiaster—Our Truat- 
nu'ut Dieie. 

Stiui’ and 1 Aveiv about to depart on our journey, 
Avheii AAc iiereeived a crowd on the road coming 
towards u.s, slioulingand hallooing all the way. As 
it aiqiroaelK'd. as e cotdd discern u man on horseback 
in the ini<ldie, Avith his hands tied behind him, 
w hoin Ave soon knew to he Hide. This highway man, 
not being so A\«dl mounted a.s the two seiwants Avho 
w i‘nt in imrsuit of him. was soon oveiiakeii, and, 
after having diveliarged hi.s pistols, made prisoner 
without any furtherojqiosition. 'i'hey av ere carrying 
him ill triumidi, amidst the acclamations of the 
country in'ople, to a justice of iicaoe in a iieigh- 
hounng village, hut stopt at our inn to join their 
coinpanion, and take refreshment. When UifcAvas 
dismounted, and placed in the yard, Avithm a circle 
of jieasants armed Avitli pitchforks. I wa.s amazed to 
see AAhat a ]>itiful dejected fellow he now a\q)earod, 
who luul hut a fcAv hours before fdled me with such 
terror ami confusion, ^ly eonqninion avus so much 
encouraged by this alteration in Ids aiijvearance, that, 
going up to the thief, he i>resentcil liis elenched lists 
to his nose, and declared, he A.vould either cudgel or 
box Avitli the prisoner fora guinea, which he im¬ 
mediately iwoilueed, and began to strip, hut Avas 
dissuaded from this adventure by me, who repre¬ 
sented to him the folly of the undertaking, as Killc 
was now in the hands of justice, which wimld, no 
doubt, give us all satisfaction enough. But what 
o 
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made me repent of our impertinent curiosity, was 
our beinj? detained by the captors as evidence against 
him, when we were just going to set forward. 
However, there was no remedy; we were obliged to 
comply; and accordingly joined in the cavalcade, 
which luckily took the same road that we had pro¬ 
posed to follow. About the twilight we arrived at 
the place of our destination ; but, as the justice was 
gone to visit a gentleman in the country, with w hoin, 
we understood, he would probably stay all night, 
the robber was confined in an eTnf>ty garret three 
stories high, from winch it seemed jm})()ssil)le for 
him to escape. 'Phis, n(*vortheless, was the otise; for 
next morning, when they went up stairs to bring 
him before the justiee, the bird was flown, having 
got out at the window upon the roof, from whence 
he continued his route along the tops of tin* adjoining 
houses, an<l entered another garret window, where 
he skulked until the family were asleep, at which 
time he ventured down stairs, and let hiinstdf out by 
the street door, which was found ojani. This event 
was a great disappointment to those t hat apprehended 
liim, who were flushed with hop(‘s of the reward; 
but gave me great joy, as I was permitted now to 
continue my journey without any further molesta¬ 
tion. Resolving to make up for the small progress 
we had hitherto made, w'o this day travelled witli 
great vigour, and bi’forc* uiglit reached a uiarUet- 
U)wn, twenty miles from the place from whence we 
set out in the morning, without meeting any adven¬ 
ture worth notice. Here having taken u]) our 
lodging at an inn, T found myself so fatigued, that 
I begun to despair of ]K*rforming our Journey on 
foot, and (l(*siml Strap to incpiire if there wer(} any 
waggon, return-horses, or other cheap carriage in 
this place, to depart for London next day. He was 
informed, that the waggon from Neweastleto Londem 
had halted there two nights ago ; and that it w'ould 
be an easy matter to overtake it, if no! the next 
day, at farthest the day afler the next. 'Phis piece 
of news gave us soim* satisfaction; and, after liaving 
made a hearty supper on hashed mutton, we W(*r(‘ 
shown to our room, which contained two beds, the 
one allottt'd for us, and tin* other for a very honest 
gentleman, who, we were told, was tlien drinking 
below. Though we could have very well dispensed 
with his coinjniny, wo were glad to submit to this 
disposition, us there was not another he<l empty in 
the house; and Dccordingly went to rest, after having 
secured our baggage under th<‘ bolster. About two 
or three o’clock, in the moniing, I was waked out 
of a very ])rofoiiud sleep, by a dreadful noise in 
the chamber, which did not fail to throw nn* into an 
agony of consternation, when I heard these words 
pronounced with a terrible voice: “ lllood and 
wounds I run the halbert into the guts of him that’s 
next you, and I'll blow the other’s brain.s out pre¬ 
sently.” This dreadful salutation had no sooner 
reached the cars of Strap, than, starting out of bed, 
he ran against somebody in the dark, and overturned 
him in an instant; at the same time bawling out, 
“Firel murder! fire!” a cry which in a moment 
alarmed the whole house, and filled our ehamber 
with a crowd of naked |)eople. When lights were 
brought, the occasion of all this disturbance soon 
appeared; which was no other than our fellow- 
lodger, whom we found lying on the floor scratching 
his head, with a look testifying the utmost astonish¬ 
ment at the concourse of apparitions that surrounded 
him.—This honest gentleman was, it seems, a re¬ 
sulting seijeant, who, having listed two country 


fellows over night, dreamed they had mutinied, aitu 
threatened to murder him and the drummer who 
was along with him. This made such an impression 
on his imagination, that he got up in his sleep, and 
expressed himself as above. When ourappreliension 
of danger vanished, the compan}- beheld one another 
with great surprise and mirth; hut'what attracted 
the. notice of every one, was our landlady, vitli no¬ 
thing oil her but her shift, and a Iarg<‘ ])air of buck¬ 
skin breeches, with the backside before, which she 
had slipt on in the hurry, aud her husband, with her 
f)etticoat about his shoulders. One had wrapt him¬ 
self in a blanket, another was covered with a sheet, 
an<l the drumiiKU*, wlio had given his only shirt to 
he washed,appeared in cuerpo, with thebolsterrolled 
aliout his middle. When this afi'air was disens.sed, 
every body nMired to his own apartment, the serjeanl 
slipt into bed, and luy eompanioii and J slept wiih- 
out any further disturbance till morning, w'hen wc 
got up, w'cnt to breakfast, paid our ri'ckoning, and 
set forward, in expectation of overtaking the wag¬ 
gon ; in which liop(*, ho>^over, m o were disappointed 
ibr that day. As m'c exerted onrselvfs more than 
usual, I found myself (piitespent with fatigue, when 
we entered a small village in the twilight. AVe 
iiKiuired for a jiuhlic house, and were directed to 
one of a very sorry a])]H‘araiu‘e. At our entrance, 
the landlord, who seemed to he u venerabh* old 
man, M’ith long gray hair, rose from a table placed 
by a large fire in a very neat paved kiteheu, and, 
with a ehe<*rl‘ul counterianee, accosted us in these 
'fds: “ Snlrcfr, piwrtf itKjrcdfuunf," 1 was not a 
little ])leased to hear our host speak Latin, because 
I was in hopeofrecoinmeiidingmjself to him by my 
knowledge in that langnagc ; I thercfor<‘ answered, 
without hesitation,—“ Dissohr Jnpus^ hf/na auper 
font -larijr ivponnfs'' ] had iio sooner jyroTumneed 
these Mords,than the old gi'ntieman,running tOM'arcl 
me, shook me by the hand, crying, “ I'lh mt d/ltr- 
Itsstmc I nn(li’ nmt, ^ n sK/tens, ni Jailor!" In short, 
■finding we were both ri'.id in the classics, be did not 
know how to testify his regard enough; Imt ordered 
Ins daughter, a jolly rosy-cheeked damsi*!, who wa.s 
his sole domestic, to biing us a bottle of liis ijuadn- 
mum, rt*peiUing from Horace at the same time, 
“ Drjiromc quadnmum Sitluua, () Tli(duuchc.mcnim 
•lidta" This fjuadnmnm was excellent ale of Ins own 
brewing, of Minch he told ns he had alM'ays an 
imphora four years old for the use of liimself and 
friends, lii the course of our convcr.satum, which 
was inliTlarded M’ith sera])s of Latin, we understood 
that tins facetious jicrson -was a schoolmaster, whose 
income being small, he was fain to keep a glass of 
,ood liipior for tin* entertainment of passengers, by 
which be made shift to make the two (*nds of the 
year inool. “ I am this day,” said he, “ the happiest 
old fellow in his Majesty’s dominions. My wife, 
rest her soul, is in heaven. My daughter is to be 
Ttiarried next week ; but the two chief pleasuri's of 
my life are these (pointing to the bottle and a large 
edition of Horace that lay on the table). I am old, 
’tis true,—what then ? the more reason ] should 
enjoy the small share of Ute that ri'inains, as iriy 
friend Elaccus advises: “ lu nr qiuvmcris {scut 
nefas') quern milu, qunn Idu fmem dti de.derinf. Carpe. 
dnnu, quam mhimmn crednlu posfero." As he was 
very inquisitive about ouraffair.s,\ro made no scruple 
of aeipiaiutiug him with our situation, which, ■when 
he had learned, he ennehed us with advices how 
to behave in the world, telling us, that he was no 
stranger to the deceits of mankind. In the mean 
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time, he ordered his daughter to lay a fowl to the 
fire for sujjpcr, for he was resolved this night to 
regale his friends—/>erme7^cns While 

our entertainment was preparing, onr liost recounted 
the adventures of his own life, which, us they 
contain nothing remarkable, 1 forbear 1o rehearse. 
When w'e had lared sumptuously, and drank several 
bottles of his quadnmumy 1 expressed a desire of 
going to rest, which wOvS with some difficulty com¬ 
plied w'ith, after he had informed us, tluit we should 
overtake the waggon by mnni next day; and that 
there w'as room enough in it for half a dozen, for 
there were only four passengers as yet in that con¬ 
venience. llelbre my comrade and 1 fell asleep, we 
had some conversation about the good humour of 
our landlord, which gave Stnip such an idea of his 
benevohmee, that he i)ositively believed we should 
])ay nothing for our lodging and entertainment. 
“Don't you observe,” said he, “ that he has con¬ 
ceived a })artienlar affection for us; nay, even 
trcatcil us at supper with extraordinary fare, which, 
to be sure, we should not oi‘ ourselves have called 
for?” 1 was partly of Strap's opinion; but the 
<‘Xperience 1 had of the world made me suspend my 
belief till the morning, wlien, getting up betimes, 
we hreakfaftle<l with our host and his daughter on 
hasty-pudding and ale, and desired to know what w e 
had to pay. “ Biddy will let you know, gentlemen,” 
said lie, “J'or i never mind tliese matters. Money 
matters are beneath the concern of one who lives 
upon tiu* Noratian plan, (^rvseatim xerjuUnr cura 
prcMiuum.” Meanwhile, lliddy having consulted a 
slate that hung in the corner, told us, our reekoniug 
came to 7d. “Eight shillings and seven pence!” 
cried Strap; “’tis impossible—you must laMnistaken. 
young woman.” “ Keekoii again, child,” says lier 
father, very delibiTately ; “perhaps you have mis- 
eouuteU.” ‘‘Mo, indeed, father,” she replied, “I 
know my business better.” I could contain my 
indignation no longer, but said, it was an uncon¬ 
scionable hill, and demaiuled to know tlic parti¬ 
culars ; upon whicli the old man got up, muttering, 
“ Ay, ay, let us see the particulars—that’s but rea¬ 
sonable.” And, taking jien, iuk, and jiaper, wrote 
the following items :— 

* (i 


To bread and beer... 0 

']'« a lou! ami saiisa^THs. 2 b 

Tofoiii b()Ul<'‘. 2 0 

To bio .ind tobacco. 0 7 

To lodf'iiij;...,... 2 0 

Vo brc.iklaht.... 1 i) 


As he had not the appearance of a common publican, 
and had raiseil a sort of veneration in me by his 
dtnneauour the preceding night, it was not in my 
power to ujibraid him as he deserved; therefore 1 
contented myself with saying, I was sure he did not 
learn to be an extortioner from Horace. Jie an¬ 
swered, I was but a young man, and did not know 
the w'orld, or I Avould not tax him with extortion, 
wliose only aim was to live ''U'O'ntentus parvOy and 
keep off tmporUma panpencs.'^ Aty fellow-traveller 
could not so easily put up with this imposition; 
fbut swore he sliould either take one-third of the 
pumey, or go without. While wc were engaged in 
Hhis dispute, 1 perceived the daughter go out, and 
conjecturing the occasion, immediately })aid the 
exorbitant demand, which was no sooner done, than 
Biddy returned with two stout fellows, who came 
ID on pretence of taking their morning draught: 


hut in reality to frighten us mto compliance. Just 
as we departed. Strap, who was half distracted on 
account of this piece of expense, went up to the 
schoolmaster, and grinning in his face, pronounced 
with great emphasis, “ Semper acarus To 

which the pedant replied, with a malicious smile, 
Anmum retjVy (jui, vixt pitn't, imperatj* 


CIIAETER XI. 

We flesery the W.iggon—fiet into it—Arrive at an Inn—Our 
f'eUow-trcavellcrH described—A l\Ii8lake is Cdramitted by 
Strap, which pioduces strange things. 

Wii travelled half a mile without exchanging one 
word; my thougliLs being engrossed by the knavery 
of the W{)rld, to which I mu.st he daily exposed; 
and the contemplation of my finances, which began 
sen.sibly to diminish. At length Strap, who could 
bold no longer, addressed me thus. “Well, fools 
and their moiu'y are soon ]nirtecl. If my advice had 
been taken, that old skinllint should have been 
damn’d befon* be had got more than the third of 
his demand.—'Tis a sun* sign you came easily by 
your money, A^ilen jou s 4 uancU*r it away in this 
manner. Ah. (Jod help you, how' many bristly 
beards must i have mowed bidbre 1 earned four 
.shillings and threepence halfpenny, whieh is all 
thrown to the dogs? How many days have I sat 
weaving hair, till my toes were numbed by the eold, 
my fingers cramp’d, and my nose as blue as the sign 
of the jieriwig lliat hung over the door? What 
the dev il was you afraid ol’? J woiihl have engaged 
to box wiih any one of tliose fellows that came in, 
for a guinea. I’m sure I liave beat stouter men 
than either of tliem.” And indeed my companiou 
would liave fought any body, wlien his Hie was in 
no danger; but he liad a mortal aversion to fire 
arms, and all iiislniments of di-ath. In order to 
ajijiease him, I assured him, no part of this extra¬ 
ordinary e\peii.«.e should lull upon his shoulders; at 
which di'cluration he was afIVonled, and told me, 
he would have me to know, that, although he was 
a poor bniber’s boy, he had a soul to spend his 
money with the best Kf[Liire of the land. Having 
walked all day at a great pace, without halting for 
a refreshment, we descried, towuirds the evening, to 
our iiK'X])resMble joy, the waggon about a quaiier 
of a mile befon^ us; aiul by that time we rea<*hed 
it, were both of us so w’eary, that 1 verily believe 
it would have heon impracticable for us to have 
walked one mile farther. Wc therefore bargained 
with the driver, whose name was Joey, to give ns 
a ea.st to the next stage for a shilling; at which 
place w(* should meet the master of the waggon, 
with whom we might agree for the rest of the 
journey. 

Accordingly, the convenience stopped, and Joey 
having placed the ladder, Strap (being loaded with 
our baggage) mounted first; hut, just as he was 
getting in, a tremendous voice assailed his ears in 
those wwds:—“God’s fury! there sliall no pas¬ 
sengers come here.” Tlie poor sliaver was so dis¬ 
concerted at this cxelamatjon, which both he and I 
imagined proceeded from the mouth of a giant, that 
he descended witli great vidoeity, and a countenance 
as white as paper. Joey perceiving our astonish¬ 
ment, colled with an arch sneer, “ Waunds, (.loptain, 
whay woau’t you sooffer the poor waggoncer to 
meake a penny? C’oom, eoom, young man, got 
o 2 
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oop pet oop, never moind the coptain—T"sc not silver-laoed hat on her head, instead of a cap, a 
alear'd of the coptain.” Tills was not encourape- blue stutt‘ riding-suit triiiiined with siiA’cr, 
ment sufficient to Strap, who of)uld not he prevailed niueh tarnished, and a wliip in Iier liaiid. Alter 
upon to venture up again; niton which 1 attempted, her came limping an old man, with a worsted 
though not without a (piaking lieart, when 1 heard night-cap, buttoned under his chin, and a hroad- 
the same voice nmtterimr like distant thunder, brimmed liat slouclied o\er it, an old rusty blue 


“Hell and t!ie devil eonfound me, jf I don’t make 
you smart for this I” JJowever, 1 crept in, and hv 
ueeident, got an empty plaee in the straw, which I 
immediafi'iy took possession of, wifliont being able 
to discern (lie faces of my fellow-travellers in the 
dark. Strap following with the knajisaek on his 
back, ohaiieed to take the othm* side, and, hv a joU 
of the carriage, pitched directly u]K>n the stomaeh 
of the eajitain, who hellowed out in a most dr(*adful 
inatmor, “ lilood and thunder, where’s my sword?” 
At these words, my frigiited comrade started up, 
and at one s])ring liouneed against me with siieli 
force, that I thought he was the supposed son of 
Anak, who intended to pri'ss me to death. In the 
mean lime, a female voice cried, “ Bless me? win 
the matter, my dear?” “'I’he matter,” replied the 
captain, “d n my blood! my guts are squeezed 
into a pancake, by that Seotehman’s liuni]).” Strap, 
trembling all the while at mv back, asked him par¬ 
don, and laid the blame of what had ha]>pene(l 
U])on the jolting of the waggon; and the woman 
wlio spoke before, went on : “Ay, ay, mv <lear, it 
is our own fault; we may thank oursi‘l\(‘S for 
nil the inconveniences wo me(‘t with. I thank (tod 
X never travelled so before. I’m sure, if my 3va<[y 
or Sir dohu was to know' wdiere we are, th(‘\ would 
not sh'i'p this night for vexation. 1 w'ish to (lod 
we had w'rit for the chariot. I know we shall never 
be forgiven.”—“ (’ome, coiik*, my dear,” replied tlie 
captain, “it don’t signify fielling now’—we shall 
laugh it over as a frolic -1 hojie you will not suffer 
in your healtli. 1 sliall make i\\\ I^oid ^ery meny 
W'ith our adventures in the diligence.” 'Ibis dis¬ 
course gave me such a high notion of tlie eaidani 
UJid Ills lady, that I durst not Nenture to join in the 
conversation. Hut immediately after, anotiier fe- 
nuiU* voice began : “Some jicople gi\e thcmsehes 
a great many needless airs—better folks than any 
here have travelled in W'aggons before mnv. Some 
of us liav<* rode in coaelies aiui eliariots. with llirei* 
footmen behind them, without making so much fuss 
about it. AVhat then? we are now all upon a foot¬ 
ing; therefore let’s he sociable and merry. What 
<lo jy'ou say, Isaac? Is not this a good motion, yon 
doting rogue? Speak, you old cent, per cent, 
fornicator. What desperate debts are you thinking 
of? What nmrtgage are you planning? Well, 
Isaac, positively you shall never gain my fuv'our 
till you turn over a new leaf, grow’ lionest, and live 
like a gentleman. In the mean time, give nu 
kiss, y ou old fumbicr.” These words, accompanied 
with a hearty smack, (mlivened the person to whom 
tliey' w'ere addressed to such a d(>gree, that he cried 
in a transport, tliough with a faltering voice, “ All I 
yon wuinton haggagi'—upon my eri'dit, you are a 
waggish girl, he, he, he.” 'i’his laugh introdneeil 
u fit of coughing, which almost suffocated the poor 
usurer (such, w’c afteiwvards found, was the profes¬ 
sion of this our fellow'-traveller). About this 
time 1 fell asleep, and enjoyed a comfortable nap, 
till such time as we arrived at the inn where we 
)Ut up. Here, having alighted from the waggon, 1 
lad an oi^porlunity of viewing the passengers in 
order as they euieri'd. 'Ibe first who appeared was 
a brisk airy girl, about twenty years old, wdtli a 


cloak til'd about liis neck, under which appeared a 
brown sinlout, that covered a thread-bare coat and 
waistcoat, and, as we afterward^ discenu'd, a dirty 
flannel jaeki't. Jlis <‘yes were hollow, bleared, and 
gummy; his face was shrivelled ii to a thousand 
wrinkles, his gums were destitute of teeth, his nose 
sharp and drooping, his ehm peaked and prominent, 
so that, w'hen he mumped or spoke, they approached 
one another like a pair of nut-eraekers; he sup¬ 
ported himself on an ivory-headed eaiie : and his 
whole figure was a just emblem of wdntcr, famine, 
and avarice. But how was 1 surprised, w’heii I 
lieheld tlie foniiidabh' captain in the shape of a 
little thin creature, about flic age of forty, with a 
long witliered visage, very imieh resembling that 
)f a baboon, tlirough the iqiper part of which two 
little grey eyes peiqx'd : be wore bis own bair in 
51 queue that reaeiied to his rump, which immo¬ 
derate length, 1 suppose, was the oeeasion of a 
baldness tliat aiqx'ared on the crown ol‘ his bend, 
Avlien he deigned to take off ins hat, whieli was 
vi'i-y much of llu* si/e and cock of Tistol’s. Having 
laid aside his great coat, I could not hel)) admiring 
the extiMoidinary make of this man of war. he 
was about five feet and thiee inehev liigh, M.xleeti 
inelies of which went to Ins face and long scraggy 
neck; his tliighs wen'about six inches in l<'ng(h, 
hih legs resmnhiing spnuiles or drumsticks, two (< et 
and a half, and Ins body, which put me in mind of 
exten.siou without sulMsniee,engrossed tlu' ri'niain- 
der; sothat,on the w hole, he appealed like a .spider 
oi grassliopjH'r eiect, and w as almost a ror cl pt tc- 
icica n/ltfl. Ills dress consisted of a fiock of 
what is called hear-.'*kin, the skirls of which W(‘re 
about half a foot long, an linssar wai.steoat, scarlet 
breeches, reaelmig ludf way dow n his I Jug hs, uorstt 
stockings, rolled u]> almost to his groin, and shoes 
with wooden hei'ls at least (wo mehes liigh: he 
esirried a swoid veiy imar a^ long as himscH in one 
hand, and with the oliu'r eonducled Ills ladv, who 
sei'ined to be a w onian of his own ;ige, ami still re- 
tjuiu'd some remains of an agreeable person ; fmt so 
ridiculously atf’cctc<l, that, luid I not been a novdee 
ill the woiid. I iniglit have easily piu'Cidved in lu'r 
tlie deplorable vanity and second-hand airs of a 
lady’s woman. We were all assembled in tlie 
kitchen, when Capcuii Wi'azel (for tliat was Ills 
name) desired a nxun with a fire for him.self and 
spouse, and told the l:uidlord they would sup by 
tliems(*lves. 'I’he iimkei'per replied, that he eouhl 
not afford them a room by theiusi-Ives ; and as for 
supping, lie had prejiaivd victuals for the passen¬ 
gers in the waggon, without respect of persons; 
but if he could prevail on the rest to let him have 
his choice in a se]>aratc manner, he should he very 
well ]ileaserl. 'I'liis w'as no sooner said, than all of 
ns declared against the proposal; and !RIi.ss Jenny, 
our other feiiuUe passenger, observed, tliat, if 
(kiptain Weazel and his lady had a mind to sup by 
themselves, they might wait until we should have 
doiK'. At this liint, the captain put on a martial 
frown, and looked very big, without speaking; 
while his yoke-fellow, w ith a disdainful toss of her 
iHKse, muttered something about “ ('reature 1” which 
Miss Jenny ovi'rheariiig, slept up to her, saying, 
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” None of your names, good Mrs. Abigail. Cron- \vc overheanl all lliut, passed with great satisfactioa 
ture, quotha--I’ll assure you, no such creature as lu the ineau time, we were alarmed with the cry of 
you, neither—no ten j)ouud sneaker—no (jiiahty “ Jiape! murder! rape I” which Miss »lenuy pro- 
eoupler.”—Here the eaj)tuin interposed, with a nounml with great \oeiieration.'-“ O! you vile 
“ I) --me, madam, what do you mean i)y that?"—• abominable old villain,” said she, “ would \ou rob 
‘D -n\ou, sir, whoare youi'” replied J\IissJ<‘iiny, me of my virtue? Jlut I'll be revengiirot* you, 
‘•who made you a eajdain, you pitiful, ti\-neher }ou old goat! 1 will—Help! for lieaveu’s sake I 
scraping, jumping curler? -’Sdeatli! the army lielji !~1 shall he ravished - ruined ! help!” Some 
is eoiiie to a fine jiass, when suefi fellows as \ou servants of the inn,hearing this ery, came ruriniiig 
get commissions - what, I suppose \ on think 1 don’t j uj) stairs with lights, and such utapoiis as chance 
km»vr you?—Kgad, you aiul yjuir lieijmiali* are atforded, wlieii W(* lielield a very <hverfing scene, 
well met a cust-oll mistress and a hahl valet-de- In one corner stood the poor eajitam, sliiveniig iii 
ehambre are well yoked together.” “llloo<l aii'l his sJilrt, which was all lorn to rugs, with a woeful 
wounds !” cried We.i/ei, “d’ye question the lioiuutr visage, seratehed all over by his w tie, who had by 
of my w ife, madam I Hell and d— -tion! \o tliis time wrapjied tlie eounterjiaue about lier, and 
nnin in England durst say so niiieli. I would tle.i sat sobbing on the side of her bed. In tin* other 
him—carbonado him I Fury and destrnelion ! 1 end lay the old usurer, sprawling on iMiss .Jenny’s 

would have Ins liver for my siijqier.” So saying, bed, wUli his faniiel jacket over his shirt, and his 
he dri'W his swuu’il, and tlomished witli it, to llu* tawny meagre limbs exposed to the air; while she 
great terror ot Strap ; w Idle Miss Jmniy, siiajijmig iield him fast by the two ears, and loaded him with 
lier lingers, told liiiii, slie did not value Ids resent- execrations. A\'lien we asked what wa.s the matter, 
meiit a louse. In tlie midst ol tliis ijiiarrel, the slie uiretMcd to weejv; told us, slie was atruid that 
master of the waggon alighted, wiio understanding wicked nigue had ruined her iu her sleeji; and 
tiie cause of the disturhanee, and tearing the e.ipt.nu bade us take notice of what, we saw, for she in 
and his lady would take uuibragt*, and h*ave Ins tended to nuike use of our evidence against him. 
carriage, was at great pains to have every thing | The poor wretch looked like one more dead Hum 
m-ade up, which lie at last aeeomplished, and w<* sat ! iiUvh.\ and liegged to be released ; a favour which 
down to supper all together. At hed-tntie we were lie had no sooner obtained, tban he jirotestcd she 
shown to our aparlmimls: the old usurer. Strap, wasno woman, Imt a devil inearnate; tlialshehad 
and 1, to one room ; the e:ii>t:iiii, his wife, and Miss fi-st sedm-ed Ins flesh to n-bel. and then betrave/i 
Jeimy, (o auolher.^ About midnight, my com- Inm. “ Yes. cockatrice," continued he, “you know 
jjanioii's Imwi'ls lieliig disordered, lie got u]>, iit you laid this suau* for me, hut you shan't succeed, 
order to go backward; Init. in his return, mistjiking ibr 1 will hang myself be.ore you shall pet a far- 
o>ie door for another, en1ej<*<i ^^■('a^ei■^ eliamher, thing olV me." say iiig, he* craw led to his own 
and w itbont any hesitation, went to lied to ins wife, bc'd, groaning all the way. W e then advanced to 
will) w.is fist .isleejj; the euplum being at anotlier tlie eiiptain, who told ns, “(lentieineii, here ha.s 
.md of tlie loom, giojmig for some emjity vi'ssel, ill | Pccii a d—ned mistake: Imt !’I1 be reveng'd on 
lieu of liN oaii chamber-pot, wiiieli was leaky : as inni wlio was the occasion of it. 'J'hat Scotch- 
lie did not jiereeive Strap eommg in, he went to- man who carries liie knaji'-aek shall not lireatlu! 
wards his own bed. afier luiviug fuiiid a eonve- tins vital air aiioflier day, if my name be Weazel. 
niLMico; but no sooner did he feel a rough head. My dear, 1 ask you ten thousand juirdons; xui 
eovenM with a cotton iiiglit-eap. than il came into ure sensible ! eonlil Tiiean no hunu to you.”—“1 
his mind, lluit he, had misl.ikeii Miss ,Iemiy s bed know not what you mean!,” replied she, sighing, 
instead ot Ins own, ami that tlie head he fell was “but 1 Iviiovv 1 liavi' got eiioiigli to send me to my 
that of Mime gallant, with wboni she had made an grave.” At length they were icconeiled. Tim 
:issignation. hull ot this eonjeetiire, and scan- w ife waseomplimented witha share*of Miss.lenny’s 
dali/ed at the jirosiitiition ot his apariiiK'iit, in* j bed (her ow ii lieing overflowed), and the master of 
snatelied up the vess'*! lie had just bi'tore filled, and i (kc y aggon inv ited 'Wea/el to sli ej) the remaining 
einjilied it at once on tin* astonisluHl li.irher ami his part of the night with him. 1 letiied to mine*, 
own wife, wlio waking at (hat instant, hioke fortii wliere I found tstraj) niorlalh afraid, lie having 
into lamentabie erics, winch not only alarmed the stole away in the dark, while the cajitain and his 
huslnmd beyond measure, but frightened jioor Str.ip Judy -were at loggerheads, 
almost out of bis senses; for la* veiily believed 
himself bcvvitehcil; esj)ccially when the incensed 


eajitain seized him by the tliroat, with a volley of 
oaths, asking him Iiow hi* durst have the jiri'siimj)- 
tion to atlemjit tlie eiiastity of his wde. FoorStrap 
was so amazed and eonfounded, that lie could say 
nothing, but, “1 take Hod to witness, she's a virgin 
fv>r UK*.” Mrs. Weazel, enraged to find herself in 
such a pickle, through llie jireeipitation of her 
husband, arose in lier shift, and with llu* heel of 
her shoe, which she found by tlie bedside, belaboured 
the cajitain’s bald jiate, till he roared, “l\Iurder.” 
“ ril teach you 1<) emjity your slink-pots on me,” 
cried slu*, “you jiitiful hoii-o’-iny-tlmmb coxcomb. 
What! 1 Warrant y'ou're jealous, yim man of 
,ath. Was il for this 1 (*ondesccndc<l to take vou 


C'llAITKli Nil. 

('aj)taiii Wrazi'l cliallcnpo.s xStr.i]i, who declint's tlu* Comhiit— 
All Aflair lii twi'cii tla* Captain and na - 'Mia lisuter is Tain 
to Kivi* Mihs Jennv live (lUlm*.'l^ lor a JtelfaM* We arc m 
danger of iosiiig .i Meal—'I’iie Bi'lniviom ol Wia/el, Jenny, 
and Jofj, on that ocrasion An Accounl of Captain Weazvi 
and Ins Ladj—'I'he C.iptauiV Courage tiled—Isimc’s Mirth 
at tlu* Captain’s e\pinsc. 

Next morning I agreed to give the ma.ster of the 
waggon ten sbillings for my jiassagc to lamdon, 
jirovidetl Straji sliouid be allowed to take my place 
wlien I should be disjtosed to walk—at the same 
time I desiretl him to ajqiease the incensed cujitani. 


to my bed, you jioor withered sajiless twig.” The who had entered the kitchen w'lth a drawn sword in 
noise occasioned by this adventure had brought the his hand, and threatened, with many oaths, to saeri- 
mas’er of the waggon and me to the door, w'here flee the villain who attempted to violate his bed* 



j>2 THE ADVENTURES OF 


but it ^as to no purpose for the master to explain 
the mistake, and assure him of the poor lad’s in¬ 
nocence, who stood trembiing beiiind me all the 
while. The more submission that appeared in 
Strap, the more implacable seemed the resentment 
of Weazel, who swore he must either light him, or 
be would instanliy put him to death. J was ex¬ 
tremely provoked at this insolence, and told him, it 
could not be supposed that a poor barber lad would 
engage a man of the sword at his own weapon; 
but I was persuaded he would wrestle or box with 
him. To which proposal Strap immediately gave 
assent, by saying, he would box v ith him for a 
guiuea. Weazel replied, with a look of disdnin, 
that it was beneath any gentleman of his character 
to light like a porter, or even to put liirnself on a 
footing, in any respect, with such a fellow as Strap. 

“ Odds bodikins!” cries Joey, “ sure, coptain, yaw 
would not oonnnit moorder! 1 lere’s a poor lad that 
is willing to make atooucinent for liis offence; and 
an that woan’t satislie yaw, oilers to fight yaw fairly. 
An’ yaw woan’t box, 1 dare say, he will coodgel 
with yaw,—woaii’t yaw, my lad?”—Strap, after 
some hesitation, answered, “yes, yes, I'll ondgel 
with him.” Jhit this expedient being also rejected 
by the captain, I began to smell his character, and, 
tipping Strop the wink, told the company that I had 
always heard it said, the person who receives a chal¬ 
lenge should have the choice of the weapons; this 
therefore being the rule in point of honour, I would 
vetiturc to ))romis(‘, on the head of my eonipanion, 
that he would even fight Cbptaiu Weazel at sharps, 
but it should he with such sharps as Straj) was best 
acquainted with, namely, razors. At my mention¬ 
ing razors, T could perceive the captain’s colour 
change, while ^trap, pulling me by the sleeve, 
whispered Avith great eagerness, “No, no, no; for 
tile love of God, don’t make any such bargain.” 
At length Weazel reeoveriug himself, returned lo- 
w'anlsmo, and, with a ferocious coautiuiance, asked, 
“AVho the devil are yon? will you fight me?” 
With these words, putting liirnself in a postim*, L 
w'as grievously alarmed at se(‘iiig the point of a 
sw'ord within half a foot of niy breast; and, spring¬ 
ing to one side, snatched up a spit that stood in tlie 
ehiinney-coruer, with which 1 kept my fonnidahle 
arlvcrsary at bay, who made a great many half- 
longes, skipping backward at every push, till at 
last 1 junned him up in a corner, to the no small 
diversion of the company. While he was in this 
situation, his Avife enten*d, and, seeing her husband 
in these dangerous cir<Mnustanees, uttered a dreadful 
scream: in this enu'rgcuey, Weazel demanded a 
cessation, whi<‘h Avas immediately granted ; and at 
last was contented with the suhmission of Strap, 
who, falling uiK>n his Uiu’cs before him, protested 
the innoceuee of his intention, and asked pardon 
for the mistake he liad committed, 'riiis affair 
being ended without bloodshed, W(; Avent to break¬ 
fast, but missed two of our conqnmy, namtdy. Miss 
,fenny and the usurer. As for the first, Mrs. Wea¬ 
sel informed ns, that she had kept her awake all 
night with her groans ; and that, when she rose in 
the morning, Miss Jenny Avas so much indisposed, 
that she could not proceed on her journey. At 
that instant, a message came from her to the master 
of the waggon, who immediately A^■ont into her 
chamber, followed by ns all. IShe told him in a 
lamentable tone, thatslie-was afraid ofa miscarriage, 
owing to the fright she received last night from the 
brut^ty of Isaac ; and, a-* the event avius uncertain. 


desired the usurer might be detained to answer for 
the consequence. Accordingly, this ancient Tarquin 
was found in the waggon, whither he had retired to 
avoid the shame of last night’s disgrace, and brought 
by force into her presenee. He no sooner appeared, 
than she began to weep and sigh most piteously, and 
told us, if she died, she would leave her blood upon 
the head of that ravisher. I’oor Isaac turned up 
liis eyes and hands to heaven, prayed that God 
would deliver him from the machinations of timt 
Jezebel; and assured us, with tears in his eyes, that 
his being found in bed Avlth her was the result of 
her owu invitation. The waggoner understauding 
the case, advised Isaac to make it up, by giving her 
a sum of money ; to which advice he replied, Avith 
great vehemence, “A sum of money !—a halter for 
he cockatrice!”—“Oh! 'tis very Avell,” said TVIiss 
Jenny : “ 1 see it is in A’ain to attemjit that flinty 
leart of his by' fair means. Joey, be so good as to 
go to the justice, and tell him there is a sic'k person 
'lerc, who Avants to sec him on an affair of conse- 
fiuence.” At the name of justice, Isaac treTubled, 
and, bidding Joey stay, asked with a quivering 
voice, Avluit she Avould have? Slu; told him, tb.it 
^s lie had not perpetrated his wicked purpose, she 
vouid be satisfied Avdtii a small matter. And though 
he damage she might sustain in lier health might 
)C irrc])uruble, she woidd give him a release foi an 
mndred guineas. “An himdred guineas!’ cried 
le, in an ecstacy, “an hundred furies! Where slumld 
a poor old wretch like inu liaA^c an hundred guineas? 
"f I had so inueh money, d’ye think I should be 
[bund tnivelliiig in a Avaggon at this season of tin- 
year?” “Come, come,” replied Jenny, “none of 
^ourmiserly artifice here. Yon think I don’t knoAA 
sane Rapine, the money-broker, in the Minories. 
Ah! yon old rogue! many a piiAV'n huA'e you had 
Af me and iny aequaiutanee, w'hieli w'as iieAcr re- 
leenied.” Isaac finding it was in A'ain to di.sguisc 
limself, offered twenty shilUng.s ibr a diseiiarge, 
Avhudi she absolutely refused under fifty poumU. 
At last, hoAA'over, she was brought doAvn to five, 
which he paid, with great reluetancy, rather than 
be iirosecnted for a rape. After AA'liich aeeoinmoda- 
tiou the sick person made shift to g<*t into the A^'ag- 
gon, and we set forwards in groat trun(}uillity, Strajj 
being accommodated with Joey’s horse, the driver 
himself choosing to walk. This morning and tiire- 
noon AA'e were entertained with an account ol’ the 
valour of Captain Weazel, who tohl us he had once 
knocked down a soldier that made game of him; 
tweaked a drawer by the nose, who found fault 
with Ids picking his teeth Avith a fork, at another 
time; and that he had moreover ehallengod a ehees<‘- 
inonger, who had the presumption to he his rival: 

— ibr the truth of which exjiloits he appealed to his 
wife. Sin* confiniAed whatever he said, and oh- 
serv'ed, “ 'Phe last affair hapiiened that very day on 
Avhich I received a love-letter from Squire Gobble; 
and don’t you remember, my dear, I was prodigi¬ 
ously sick that very night with eating oi-tobms, 
when my Lord Diddle took notice of my complex¬ 
ion’s being altered, and my lady was so alarmed 
that she had well nigh fainted.” “Yes, my dear,” 
rt*plied tlie captain, “ yon know, my lord said to me, 
with a sneer, ‘ Billy, Mrs. Weazel is certainly breed¬ 
ing.’ And I answered cavalierty, * My lord, I 
wish 1 could return the compliment.’ Upon which 
the whole company broke out into an immoderate 
fit of laughter; and my lord, who loves a repartee 
dearly, came round and bussed me.” 
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We travelled in this manner five days, without 
iuteiTuption, or meeting any thing wortli notice. 
MusS fJenny, who soon retMwered her spirits, enter¬ 
taining us every day with diverting songs, of w’hich 
she could sing a great nuiuher; and rallying her 
old gallant, who, notwithstanding, would never he 
rec<»nciled to her. ()u the sixth day, while we were 
about to sit doM’n to dinner, the innke<*j)er eaine 
and told ns, that three geiitlenien, just arrived, had 
ordered tin* victuals to he carried to tlieir ajiartinent, 
although he had inforineil tlnun that they were be¬ 
spoke by the passengers in the waggon. I’o w liieli 
information they liad replied, “The jiassengers in 
the waggon inight he d—ned,—their betteivs nmsi 
be served liefore them—they sujiposed it would be* 
no bardsluj) on such travelit'rs to dine ujxin bread 
and cheese j‘or one day.” This was a terrilile dis- 
apponilment to ns all; and we laid onr heads toge¬ 
ther how to remedy it; when Miss Jenny obserstxk 
that ('aptain Weazel, being by profession a soldier, 
ought in this case to ])roteet and prevent ns fi'om 
being insulted. Jhit the eu])tam eveiised Iiimself, 
sajing, he would not for all the world be known to 
have travelled in a waggon; swearing at the same 
time, that, emild he ajijiear with honour, they should 
eat his sword sooner than his ju’oeision. t pon tiiis 
declaration, Miss Jennv,snatchjn*’ his wea]K>n,drew 
It, and ran iniinedialel\ into the kuehen, wli<*re she 
threatened to ]»nt the cook to death if he did not 
sen<l the victuals into our chamlier immediately. 
'I'iie noise she madi' brought tlie three .strangers 
down, one of whom no sooner percened her, than 
}u‘ eiicd, “llal ♦lennv Itamper! what the devil 
brought tlice liitliei *• iM v dear .lack Ihitliel” re¬ 
plied slie, ruimnig into his arms, “is it vm? 'Then 
U'(‘a/el mav go to liell foi a dinner--J shall dim* 
with you.” 'I'hey consented to tins jn'ojiosal with 
u great d(*ul of joy : and we were on the jioint ol‘ 
]>eiMg U'dueed to a 'verv nneomtortalile meal, wh«‘n 
Joey, un(h*rstanding llu'wliole afiair, eiiteri'd the 
kitchen with a ])itehfork in his h.uid. and swore lie 
woiihl he the dealli of any man whosimuhl pretend 
to s(*i/e iIh' V letuais prejaired for tlie waugon. 'Tins 
menace had like to lia\e jiroduced fatal eonse- 
«|Ucnces: the lliree strangers draw ing their swords, 
ami ln'ing joined bv their servants, ami vvi- raiiizing 
ourselves on tin* skU* of Joey : when llm landlonl 
interposing, olfered to jiart with his own (luiner to 
h<*(‘j) 1 he peace, vv Inch w as accepti‘d by the strangers; 
and we sat down at table without aiiv further mo¬ 
lestation. Jn the afternoon. I chose to walk along 
witii Joey, and Sir.ip look my jilaee. Having (*ii- 
tered into a eonvorsalion with this driver, 1 soon 
fouml him to be a merry. facetious, good-natured 
fellow, and withal very arch, lie informed in<‘, 
fliat ]\Iiss Jenny vvas a common girl n]H)n tlie tow n ; 
who falling into company witli a reeniiling olheer, 
he earriiMl her down in the stage-coaeii from Lon¬ 
don to New castle, wiiere he had lieen arn'sted for 
delit, and was now in prison; upon which she was 
fain to return to her former way of life, bv tliis 
conveyance. He told me likewise, that oneof the . 
gentleman's servants whom vvt* left at the innjiaving 
aeeidentally seen Weazel, immediately knew him, 
and acijuainted Joey with some jiarticnlurs of ins 
ciiaracter. ^’hat lu* lia<i served my Lonl h’nzzle 
in (juality of valet-de-ehambre many years, wiiile 
lie hved separate from his lady. Hut, upon their 
reconciliation, she expressly insisted ujion Weazel’s 
l)eing turned off, as well as the w'oinan he kejit; 
when hU lordship, to get rid of them both with a 


good grace, proposed that he should marry his mis¬ 
tress, and he would procure a commission for him 
in the army. 'I'liis expedient was agreed to; and 
Weazel is now, by his lordship’s interest, ensign 

in-’s regiment. 1 found lie and I had the same 

sentiments with regard to Weazel’s courage, wiuclt 
w'e resolved to put to the trial, by alarming the 
passengers with the cry of “A highwayman!” as 
soon a.s an horseman should appear. I'liis scheme 
we put in practice towards the dusk, W’hen we de¬ 
scried a iiuiTi on horseback approaching us. Joey 
hafl no sooner intimated to the people in the waggon, 
that lie was afraid we should be all robbed, than a 
general con.sternation arose. Strap jumped out of 
the w aggon, iwid hid himself behind a hedge. The 
usurer put forth ejaculations, and made a rnstiiiig 
among the straw, w’hich made us conjecture he had 
hid something under it. Mrs. Weazel, wringing her 
hands, uttered lameiitahio cries; and the eajdain, 
to our great amazement, l)(*gan to snon*; but this 
artifice did not succeed; for Miss Jenny', shaking 
him by the shoulder, bawled out, “ JSdeath ! captain, 
s hen we are going to be rob¬ 
bed? (let u)), for shame, and liehave like a soldier 
and a man of honour.” Weazel pretended to be in 
a great passiori for being disturbed, and swore he 
would have his nap out if all the highwaynicn in 
Knglaud surrounded him. “J)—n my blood! wliat 
are y(>u afraid of?” eoutiimed he. 5ti tlie same time 
trembling with such agitation, that the whole ear- 
riagi' shook. 'Fins singular jiiece of heliaviour 
incensed Miss Hamper so inueh, that she oni'd, 
” I)—n your pitiful .soul, you are as arrant a ]»ol- 
troon, jis ever was drummed out of a regiment.— 
Sto]) the waggon, Joey—let me get out, and by 
(I—d. if 1 have rhetoric enough, the thief shall not 
only take your jiurse, but your skin also.” So say¬ 
ing. she leafit out with great agility. Hy this time 
the horseman came up witli us, and ]ia]>]>ened to he 
a gentleman's servant well known to Joey, who 
eommuuieated the scheme, and desired him toeaiTy 
It on a iitt!< farther, by going up to the waggon, 
and <juestioning tliose withiii. Tiie stranger con¬ 
senting I’or lh(' sak(* of diversion, ai>)iroaelH‘d it, and 
111 a teirible tone, demanded, “Who have we pot 
hen*?” Isaac rejihed, with a lamentable voice, 
“Here’s a pool* miserable sinner, who has got a 
small lamily to maintain, and nothing in the world 
w ilcrewillial, but these fifteen shillings, which if 
y ou ioi> me of. we must all starv e together.” “ AVho's 
that solibmg in the other corner?” said the sup- 
})Osed highway man. “ A poor mifortunate woman.'’ 
answ(’red Mrs. AVeazcl, “ u]ion whom 1 beg you for 
('In ist’s sake to have eonijiussion.” “Are y ou maid 
or v\ ife?” said he. “ Wife, to my sorrow,” cried she. 
“ Wlio or wh(‘re is your hushaiid?’'continued he. 
“ iMy husband,” rejilied Mrs. Weazel, “is an officer 
in llie army, ami was left sick at the last inn where 
we dined.” “ Yon imi.st be mistaken, madam,” said 
he, “for 1 myself saw him get into the waggon this 
afternoon.—jhit pray what smell is that? Mire your 
lap-dog has hefouled himself: let me catch hold 
of the nasty eur. I'll teach him better inanncvR.” 
Here he laid hold of one of Weazel's legs, and 
pulh'd him ont from under his wife's petticoats, 
where he had coneealvxl himself. The poor trem¬ 
bling eaiitain, being detected in this inglorious situa¬ 
tion. rublu‘d his eyi‘s, and affecting to wake out of 
slee}), cried, “ What's the matter ?— what’s the mat¬ 
ter?” “'Lhe matter is not nmch,” answered the 
horseman, “1 only called in to inquire after your 
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}H*alth, and so adieu, most noble captain.” So su\inp^, 
he el;ipt spurs to his horse, atid was out of sight in 
a moment. It was some time before Weazel could 
recollect himself, but at lengtli re-assuming the big 
look, he said, “J)—n the fellow! why did he ride 
away, before I had time to ask him liow his lord 
and lady do?—Don’t you remember Tom, my 
dear?” addressing himself to his Mife. “Yes,” re¬ 
plied she, “J think! do reineinber something 
the fellow—but you knou I seldom converse witli \ 
people of his station.” “ IIe\ -day,” cried »loey, “do j 
yaw knaw the young mon, e(>i)tani?” “Know him.” j 
said Weazel, “many a time has be tilled a glass of 
Burgundy forme at my lord 'rri[)pet's table.” “And 
wliat may his neanie be, eoptain ?” said »Ioey. “ Jlis 
fuame!—his name,” replied Weazel. “ is Tom Jbn- 
ser.” “ Waunds !” cried doey, “a lias ehanged his 
own neame then ! for J se lay a wager he was 
christened John Trotter.” Tliis observation raised 
a laugh against the captain, who seemed very much 
disconcerted ; w hen Isaac broke silence, and said, 
“Jt was no mutter who or wliat he was, since he 
has not proved the robber we suspected. And we 
ought to bless (lod for our narrow escape.” “ Hless 
God,” said Weazel, “bless the devil! for w’hat? 
had he been a highwayman, 1 should have eat his 
blood, body, and guts, before he had robbed me, or 
an^ one in tliis (hlujenw.^' “ lla, lia, ha!” cried 
Miss Jenny, “ I believe you will eat all you kill in¬ 
deed, eirptain.” The usurer was so well pleased at 
the <*vent of this adventure, that he could not refrain 
from being scmtc, and took notice, that ('aptain 
Weazel seemed to be a good Christian, for he had 
armed Inniseif with patience and resignation, instead 
of carnal w’capons, and w’orked out his salvutioti 
with fear and trembling. This piece of satire oc¬ 
casioned a great deal of mirth at Weazel's expense, 
wlio muttered a great many oaths, and threateiu'd 
to eat Isaac's tliroat. ^The usurer taking hold of 
tins menace, said, “ Gentlemen and ladies, I take 
you all to witness, that my life is iu dangiu* from 
this liloody-minded oflicer. I'll have linn hound 
over to the peace.” This second sneer procured 
another laugh against him, and lie remained crest¬ 
fallen during the remaining part of our journey. 


CTIATTEli XHT. 

Strap and I arc tcrnlicd by un Ap]>uriti()ii- StinpV Conjec¬ 
ture'—The Mj’Hlcrj explained by .locj—-‘We arrue at Lon¬ 
don—f)ur Dress and AiipeaMiice described- We are in¬ 
sulted in the Street - An Aihentnie in nn Althousi—We 
are imposed upon by a waj'”is!i Footm.ui— Set to rights by 
a TobhceoniHl—Take laHl-jinffs—Dive lot a Dinner—.\n 
Accident at our Ordinary. 

Wic arrived at our inn, supped, and went to bed; 
but Straji’s distemper continuing, he was obliged to 
rise in the middle of the night, and taking the can¬ 
dle in his liand, -which he had left burning for the 
jiurjiosc, he-«’cnt down to tlie house ol'oinco, w hence, 
in a short time, he returned in a great huny, with 
his liair standing on end, and a look bc'tokening 
horror and astonishment! Without speaking a 
word, he set down the light, and jumped into bed 
behind me, where he lay and trembled with great 
violence. When 1 asked him wliat "wtis th(‘ mat¬ 
ter? lie replied, with a broken accent, “ Goil have 
mercy on us!—I have seen the devil!” Though 
my prejudice was not quite so strong as his, T -was 
not a little alarmed at this exclamation; and much 


more so, wdien I heard the sound of bells approach¬ 
ing our chamber, and fell my b(*d-felk>w' cling close 
to me, uttering these w'ords, “ ('lirist have merey 
upon us!—there he comes!” At that instant, a 
monstrous over-grown raven entered oureliamber, 
with bells at his feet, and made directly towards our 
bed. As this creature is reckoned in our country 
a eommoii vehicle* for tlu*dc*vil and witches to play 
tiieir ]>ranks in, J verily believed -we were haunted, 
and, in a "lioleiit i’riglil, slirunk under the bed¬ 
clothes. This terrible iijiparition leajit upon the 
Ih'd, and, after giving ns several severe dabs -with 
its beak througli the blankets, liojqied away and 
vanislied. Strap and 1 recommemled ourselves to 
the ju’c^teelion of Heaven w itli great devotion ; and, 
■when we no longer heard the noise, ventured to 
peep up and take breath. But we had not been 
long freed from this phantom, when anotlicr ap¬ 
peared, that had well nigh deprived us both of our 
senses. AVe perceived an old man eiitm* the room, 
with a long white beard that reached to his middli-; 
there was a certain wdld peculiarity in his e\esaiid 
countenance that did net savour of this w orld ; and 
his divss consisted of a brown stuff coat, buttoiu'd 
behind and at the wrists, w'ith an odd-fasliioned 
cap of the same stuff upon liis head. I was so 
amazed, that I had not power to ni<ne my<yes 
from such a ghastly object, but lay motionless, and 
saw him come straight up to me. When he reached 
the bed, lie wrung bis bands, and cried, with a 
voice that did not seem to belong to a human eresi* 
ture, “ WIktc is Baljdi ?” 1 made no rcpl\ ; upon 
which he ixqieated, in an acci-nf still more i»reter- 
natural, “ WIktc is Raltdio?” lie had no sooner 
pronounced these words, than I heard the sound of 
the b(‘lls at a distance: whieii llie apjiantjon hav¬ 
ing listened to, tripped awa}, and left mealimst 
petrified with fear. It was a good while before I 
could n*eo\er m\seir so far as to speak : and wIkui 
at length I turned to Strap, J found him in a tit, 
wliieb, how’ever, did not last long. When be came 
to himself, I asked bis opinion of what had lia]>- 
pened ; and he assured me, that the first must cer¬ 
tainly be the soul of some person damm’d, which 
appeared by the cliains about liis legs, (for his fears 
hud magnified the creature to the bigness of a horse, 
and the sound of small morriee-bclls to the clank¬ 
ing ot*massy chains.) As for the old man, betook 
it to be the spirit of* somebody murdered long ago 
in this ])laee, which had power granti'd to it to tor¬ 
ment tlie assassin in the sliai»e of a raven, and that 
Baljihowas the name of the said murderer. Al¬ 
though 1 had not niiicb faith in this interiiretatiou, 
1 was too much troubled to enjoy any sleep, and 
in all my future adventures never juissed a iiiglil so 
ill. In the morniiif^ Strap imparled tlie whole affair 
to Joey, who, aib'r an immoderate lit of laiightiT, 
i*xj)lained tlu* matter, by Idling him the old man 
was tlie landlord’s fallu'r, who had been an idiot 
some 3 u*ars, and diverte<i himself with a tame raven, 
which, it seems, had liopjied away from his apart¬ 
ment in the night, and induced liim to follow it to 
oiir chamber, where he had inquired after it, undtT 
the name of Kalpho. 

Nothing remarkable happened during,the remain¬ 
ing part of our journey, wdiieh eontiiiiied six or 
R(*veii days longer. At length, we enten*d the great 
city, and lodged all night at the inn where the wag¬ 
gon jmt up. Kext inoniing, all the passengers 
])arted different ways; while my eompanion and I 
sallied out to imjiiire for the member of parliament. 
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to whom I had a letter of recommendation fron 
Mi-. C'rab. As we liud diacliar^ferl our lod^^irji' ai 
the inn, Strap took up our ])ap:^ap:e and niurehed 
beliind me in the street, with the knapsack on ids 
back, us usual, so tliat we made a very whimsieal 
appearance. 1 iiad dressed inys<‘lf to lh<* f 2 real<‘st 
advanta'^e—tliat is, put on a clean rutHed shiil, and 
inv best thread stoekin.es. ]\I\ iiair, whieli was of 
the deejK'st led, hun^ (h)wn u})on my shoulders, as 
lank and s(rai^»ht as a juumd of candles; and the 
skirts of my coat reaelied to file ndddk* of m\ le^^; 
mv waistcoat and i)r<‘eehes were of the sanu' jiicee, 
and cut in tiie same taste; and my )iat very mneii 
resembled a harlier’s Imson, m the slialiowness of 
tile crown, and narrown<*ss of the brim. vStrap 
w'as habited in a much less awknard manner: Imt 
a short eroji-eared wi*; that very mueii resembled 
♦Scrub's ill the phiv, and the knapsack on Ids hack, 
addl'd to what Js called aipieer }»ldz, oeeasioned 
a lon^jj chin, hook nose, and Idgheliei'k hones, ren- 
d<‘re(l inm on tiie wlioh' a vei’} tit sii])jeet of mirtli 
and pleasantry. j\s w'e walked alon^, Stra]), at mv 
desire, inijmvi'il of a carman, whomv\e met, wiu'iv'- 
ahouts iMr. ('riuj»er lived; and was answered by a 
stare, aeeouipanieil witli the word, ** Allan !" Tpoii 
which J came up in ordiT to I'Xplam the (jiu'stion, 
hilt had the misfortune to he ini]nteHi;;if)Ie likewise, 
liie earnnin danimn^ us for a lonsi Scotcli j.niard, 
and w’ln]iping Ins lioises. \miIi a “(ice lio!" wlneli 
nettled me to tlie (juiek, and ronsi d the indi^»-nation 
of Strap so far, tluit, ai'f«T tlie lellow was ^om* a 
|:oo<I \\a\. In'loid me he vonhl tiulii him tor 4t lar- 
tliiii^. U'hile v^e Were deldwiatiniz njion viiiat was 
to 1)0 done, ail iiaekne\ eoaciim.in (lri\iiip softlN 
aioiifi, and jieicejMnj* ns staiidin*’ h\ thi- kennel, 
came up close to ns, and ealljnii’. *' ..\ coach, nias- 
lei I” h\ a dexterous manaiienunt of tlie leiiis, 
made Ins liorses stumble ni liie wet, and hedani) ns 
all over w ith nual. After w Inch < vplnil, he droM* 
on, iippiandin^ inmself with a iu-.irtN Liti;:h, in 
viincli se\(‘ral peo])ie joined, tomy ^reat moriiiiea- 
tjon ; hut one, more eom]»asMonati ih.in the re>t, 
seeing* ns stran^ieis, advised me to po into an aU- 
lioiise and dry myself. J llianked Inm tor lus ad- 
\ lee. w hieli I jinmediatelv eomplu'il w n h , and p:(>inp' 
into tile house he jioinled out, calk'd for a pot of 
beer, and sat down liy a iin* in tlu* public room, 
v\ liere w e cleaned ourselv es as wi II as vu* eoiiid. In 
the mean time, a wap, who sal iii a bu\, smoKinp 
Ills jujje, inulerslaiuliiip by onr dialect that we were 
liom Seollain], I'anu* nj> tome, and, wilb a .prave 
eoiiMtenanee, aslvcd how loiip J laid bei'ii eauplit."' 
As 1 did not know the meanuip of this ({nestioii, 
i made iioaiiswm-; and he w ent on, sav nip, it could 
not be a p;renl while, for m_v tail was not )e1 ent; 
at the same time, takinp hold ot m\ ban, and 1i])- 
Jiinp the wmk to the rest of the eomjianv. who 
seemed hiphl> eiiteri.um'il with his wit. 1 was in¬ 
censed at this usa.pe, but afraid of reseiitinp it, be¬ 
cause I happened to lie in a slranpe place, and pev- 
ecivi'd tlie ])ers()U who spoke to nu* was a brawuvi 
fellow’, for wlioiu I thouplil m.vself h\ no means a 
niateli. However, Straj) liav nip eillier more eon- 
rape, or less eantion, could not put nji witli the 
insults Unit 1 sntfered ; l)ut t'dd linn, in a jicremp- 
tory tone, “ lb- was an niieivil fi'llow for makinp 
so irei' with liis betters." 'rbeii the wit, pomp to¬ 
wards him, asked what be bad pot in Ins knaj)- 
6aek? “ Is it oatmeal, or brimstone, Sawnev i" 
said he. seizinp him by tlie chin, w liieh he sh<Ktk. 
to the inexpressible diversion of all present. I\Iy 


ooinpanioii, feelinp himself assaulted in Bueh an 
opprobrious manner, dLsenpaped iiiniself in a trice, 
and lent Ihs aiitaponist such a box on the ear, as 
made liim stapper to the other side of tlie room; 
and, in a moment, a rinp was formed for the com¬ 
batants. »Seeinp vMrap hepinninp to stri]), and my 
blood heinp heated with indipnation, vvhieh liaiiish- 
ed all other lliouphts, 1 undressed myself fo the 
skin in an instant, and declared, tliat as the affront 
that occasioned the ([mirrcl was otiered to me, J 
would fipht it out myself; upon \v)ii<’h one or two 
cried out, “That’s a brave Scotch ]>ov ; you .shall 
have fair jilav, by (1—d." This assurance pave 
me fri'sli spirits, and pomp nj> to my adversary 
wlio, hyhis pah'eounteiianee, <bd not seem much 
incliiK'd to the hatth*, I struck Iiim so hard on the 
stonuieli, that he reeled o\('r tlie ln'iieh, and fell to 
thepround. 'I'lien I attempted to koej) him down. 
Ill order to improve iiiv success, aeeordmp to the 
maimer of mv own country hut was restrained liy 
the spectators, oiK'of w 1mm endeavoured to raise 
ipm\ opponcMit, hut in vain; for he jirotested lie 
would not fipht, for In' wa*^ not fjnite i eeovered of a 
.ate illness. I was verv well pleased with tliis e\- 
■iis('. and immediateiv dresseil myself, liiivinpae- 
pured tlu' po(»d optmon of the company for my 
br.iM'rv, as well as of my eonirade Strap, who .shook 
ne l»v tin* hainl, and wi^iicd me jov ot tlie v letory 
.\rter havmp drank our ]K)t, and dried our clothes, 
we inquiied of the laiidloid if lie knew Mr. (‘iinper, 
he iiM-mher of parhaiiK'nt. and wen* :nna/ed at his 
i*(‘pl\ inu in the ntpaiive ; tor w e imapmed. he must 
be aitopetih'V as eonspienoiis hen', as in the hoioupli 
lie repieseiited . hut lu'told us wi' nnplit ]i<»ssibly 
hear ol‘ him as we passed .ilonp We hetotik ('Ui- 
selv cs, then'fore. to tlu* street, w hei e. seemp a foof- 
maii stanrlmp at a door, we made up to him, and 
isked if he knew where our ]»atu>n lived'-' This 
member ol‘ tiie partv -eoloiired fiatcnuty. sni vw inp 
us both verv minutely, said he knew Mr (‘imaer 
cry we 1, and hade us tmn clown tin- tiist strei't« 
mi left, tiien turn to the nuht. and tiieii to the h-tt 
ipain. after winch pevamlmlatum wc would observe 
1 lane, thionph wliieh we mnsi pass, and at the 
)thei cikI w(‘ should find an allev tlial leads to an- 
)th<'r street, wlu're we should svv tlie sipu of tlie 
'rhistle and 'i'hree J’ediars. and there lie lodped. 
M’e thanked limi for his mforniat.on, and wc'iit tor- 
wards, Stra]) tellmp nn*, that he kiu'W this ])erson 
to be an boucst friendlv man, b^ his counlenanee, 
before he ojiened his month; in whi<'h o)iimon I 
ae<juieseed, asevibinp ins pood manners to the eom- 
]>anv lie dailv saw in the house wlu've he sel'vtd. 
We followed liis din'ctions puiietuallv, m tununp 
to the left and to the right, and to the lei’t auam ; 
hnt, instead of seeing a lane before ns, found our¬ 
selves at the side of the river, a eireiinist.mce that 
per]ile\ed ns not a iittk'; and mv fellovv-tvaveller 
V I'utured to ])ronoune(', that w e had et'Vtainly missed 
our wav. l»v this time we were ]wettY much ta- 
tipued with onr walk, and not know mp how to 
proceed, I went into u Muall smift’ shop liard by 
encourapt'd bv tlie sign of the lliphlander, w here I 
found, to my*inex})ressil)le .satisfaction, the sho])- 
keeper was my eonntrynan. He was no .sooner 
informed of onr peregrination, and the diivetioiis 
we had received from the footman, than bo informed 
ns, we had been im])oseLl upon, telling ns, "Mr. 
(’nnper lived in the other end of the town ; ninl 
that it would be to no purpose for us to go thither 
to-(Juj. for bv tliat time he was gone to tlie House. 
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I then asked if he could reeoniinend us to a lodp- 
inp. He readily pave us a line to one of his ac¬ 
quaintance, who kept a chandlers shop not far from 
St. Martin's-lunc; there we liired a bed-room, up 
tw'O pair of stairs, at the rate of 2.v. per week, so 
very small, tliat, wlien the bed was let down, we 
were obliged to carry out every other pit*ee of lur- 
niture that beionped to the a{)artmeiit, and use the 
bedstead by wtiy of chairs. Abtmt dinner-time, 
our landlord asked us how we ]U'()posed to live? to 
whicli inlerropation w'e answ cred, liiat w e w ould be 
directed by bnn. “ Well, then,” sa\s he, “ tiiere 
are two w'ays of eatinp in tins town, I'or peojde of 
your condition—the one more creditable and ex¬ 
pensive than the oilier; the first is, to dine at an 
eatinp-boiise, frequented by well-dressed jieoide 
only ; and tlie other is called divinp, jiraetised by 
those who arc <‘ither ohliped or inclined t<» list' 
frnpally.*’ I pave him to understand, that, pro- 
ided the last was not infamous, it would suit mneh 
better with our <*ireuinstanees than the other. “In¬ 
famous.” cried he, “(lod forhid! tluTc are many 
er*'ditabl(' iieople, rich people, ay, and fin<* people, 
that dive every day. 1 have seen many a iiretty 
peutlenian, with a laced waistcoat, dine in tliut mau- 
iKT very comfortably for thive-]ienee halfpenny, 
and go afterwards to the cotVee-houRe, where be 
made a figure with the best lord in the land; but 
your own e\es shall bear witness~J will go alonp 
witli you to-day, and iutroduee jou,” He aeeord- 
iiiply eomhieted us to a certain lane, wliere slop- 
innp, die bade us observe him, and do as be did ; 
and, walkinp a few paces, dived into a cellar, and 
disap]>eared in an instant. ] followed his example, 
and deseendiiip very sucocbsfnUy, found ni\self in 
tlie inuldle of a cook’s shop, almost sutl'ocated with 
tile steams of boiled beef, and surrounded by a <*om- 
])any of jiackney coaebmeu, ehairmeiu draj men, 
and a few footmen out of ])lace, or on board w'apcs, 
who sat eatmp shin of beef tripe, eowhoel, or sau- 
sapes, at scjiarate boards, covered with cloths wiiich 
turned my stomach. While J stood in amaze, un¬ 
determined whether to sit down or walk upwards 
again. Strap, in his descent, missing one of the steps, 
tumbled headlong into this mfenial ordinary, anil 
oM'rtiirned the cook, as she carried a porringer of 
soup to om* of the guests. In her fall, she dashed 
the wliole mess against tlu; h'gs of a drummer, he- 
lonpinp to the foot-guards, who happened to he in 
her way, and soalded him so miserably, that he 
started uj), and danced up and down, uttering a 
volley of execrations, that made 1113 * hair stand on 
emi. AVliile he entertained the company in this 
manuor, with an eloquence peculiar to himself, the 
cook pot up, and, after a hearty curse on tiie poor 
author of this misehanec, who lay under the table, 
scratching liis rump with a w'oful eouiitenanee, 
emptied a saltcellar in her hand, and stripping dow n 
the patient's stocking, which bronglit the skin along 
w itli it, ap])lied the contents to the sore. Tliis )Kuii- 
tiee was scarce laid on, when the drummer, who 
had begun to abate of his exclamation, broke forth 
into such a hideous yell, as made the whole eom- 
jiaiiy tremble ; then, seizing a jiewtcr ])int ])ot that 
stood by him, squeezed tlie sides of it together, as 
if it had been made of jiliant leather, grinding his 
teeth at the same lime with a mo.st horrible grin. 
Guessing the cause of this violent transiiort, J bade 
the woman wash off the salt, and bathe the part 
w’itli oil, which she did, and procured him imme¬ 
diate ease. Rut here another difficulty occurrvd, 


which was no other tJian the landlady’s insisting on 
his paying for the [lot he had rendered useless. He 
swore lie would pay for nothing but wliat he had 
eaten, and hade her be thankful l‘or Jus moderation, 
or else he would ])rosecute her for damages. Strap, 
fiireseeing the whole affair would lie at his door, 
promised I 0 satisfy the cook, and calU*d J'or a drum 
of gin to treat the drummer, which entirely aji- 
peased him. and composed all animosities. After 
this aeeoinmodation, our landlord and we sat down 
at a hoard, and dined upon shin of beef most deli¬ 
ciously ; our reckoning amounting to Iwo-pcnce 
halfpimny each, bread and small beer included. 


CHAPTER XTV. 

tVe visit SirajAs Friend— A Diacrijition of him—His Advice— 
We Mr. Ormgor’s House—Aic demed AduiiUanct — 

All Accident hefalh Strap—Ills Itchavioui llieieupou—An 
I extraordinary Adventure occurs, m the course ol wliiil 
Hose all my Money. 

In the afternoon my companion proposed to call at 
his friend'vS house, which, w e w ere informed, w as in 
the neighbourhood; whither we accordingly went, 
and were so lucky as to find him at home. ’I’lus gen- 
Uenmn, who had conic from Scotland three or '*bur 
years before, laqit a school in town, where Ih‘ f.uglit 
the Latin, Vreneh,and Italian languages: hut wliat 
lie chiefly professed was the pronunciation of the 
English tongue, after a method more sjiccdy :in<l un¬ 
common than any iiractiscd heretofore; and, indeed, 
if his scholars spoke like their master, the lntter]iart 
of his imdertakiiig was certainly iicrionned to a 
tittle; for. although I could easii\ understand cM'rv 
word of what 1 had heard hitherto since 1 entered 
England, three parts in four of his dialect were as 
imiutclligiblc to me as if he had sj)ok<‘ in Arabic or 
Irish. He was a middle-sized man, and stoo]»cd 
very much, though not above the age of f(>rt\; his 
fiUT frigbtfulli pitted with tlu* binall-pox, and his 
mouth <*xtcnded from car to ear. lb* was dressed 
in a night-gown of plaid, fastened about liiMiiuhlh 
with a serji'unl's old sash, and a lie periwig, with a 
fore-top tlirce inches high, in the fashion of King 
('harlos the Second's reign. After he liad recen <‘<1 
Strap (who was related to hun)'\ery eonrteoiisl^, 
he inquired of him w'hol was, and, iH-ing infornu'd. 
took me bv the liand, telling me he was at scliool 
with my father. When lie understood my situation, 
he assured me that he would do me all tin* sinwiee 
in his power, both by his advice and otherwise; 
and, while be s]K>ke tlu'se w ords. eyed me with great 
attention, walking round tne several times, and 
muttering, “ () ('li—si ! () ('h—st ! fat a saiglil is 
here?” I soon guesse<I the reason of his ejacula¬ 
tion, and said, “ I sup])os(‘, sir, you are not pl(*ased 
with my' dress?” “Dress,” answered he, “you 
may eaal it fat you ]dease in your country, hut J 
vaw to Gad, ’tis a masipn'rade liere. No ('hristian 
will admit such a figure into his hawse. Ujioii my 
eonscienee! T wonder the dogs did not limit you. 
Did you pass through St. »laim's’s market ? God 
bless my ey e-saight! you look like a cousiii-genuun 
of Ouran Outang.”^—J began to be a little serious 
at this discourse, and asked him if he thought I 
should obtain entrance to-morrow at the bouse of 
Mr. (Wringer, on whom 1 chiefly depended for an 
introduction into business. “Mr. ('ringer, Mr. 
f'ringcr,” replied be, scratching his check, “nia\ 
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be a very honest gentleman ~I know nothing to tin 
contrary ; hut is your sole dependence upon liiin 
Who recomnjeii(i<‘(I you to hiin.^” T pulled on 
Mr. (Arab’s letter, and told him tlie foundation o1 
my liO])es ; at whieh he stared at me, and repeated 
—.st!” I began to conceive bad omens from 
tills behaviour of his, and begged he would assist 
me with his advice, which he jironiised to give me 
irankly ; tind, as a specimen, directed us to a jieri- 
wig warehouse in the neighbourhood, in order to 
be accommodated; laying strong injunctions on me 
not to apjjcar before Mr. ('ringer till I had parted 
with these carroty locks, \vlii<*h he said were sufii- 
eient to lieget an antipathy against me in all man¬ 
kind. And, as we were going to pursue this 
advice, he eulh'd me hack, and bade me lie sure to 
deliver my letter into Mr. ('ringer’s own hand. As 
we walked along Strap triumphed greatly in our 
reception w'ith his friend, who, it seems, had assured 
him he would, in a day or two, provide for him with 
some good master; and “ Now,” says he, “you shall 
see how 1 shall tit ^oii with a wig. 'I'liere's ne’er 
a burlier in J.omlon, and that's a bold word, can 
palm a rotten caul, or a pemiywcigUt of dead hair 
upon me.” And, indeed, this zealous adherent did 
wrangle so long with tin* merehant that he \iasde¬ 
sired tMcnty times to leave the shop, and s{‘e if he 
could gel one cheaper els(‘where. At length I 
made elioiee «>f a good handsome hob, for which I 
paid ten shillings, and returned to our lodging, 
where Straji in a moment rid me of llial hair winch 
htid gisen tlu‘ sehoolmaster so much ollene(». 

Wi' got u]) iie\t da^ betimes, luiMiig lH*en in¬ 
formed that iMr. ('ringer gave audience by candle- 
ligld to ail his de}K*ndants, he himself being obliged 
(o attoiid till' levee of m} Lord 'I’erruT at break of 
daN ; because his lordship maile one at tlie mini¬ 
sters hetwemi eight and nine o'ehxdv. M'lien we 
cairn* to jMr. ('ringer’door, Strap, to give me an 
instance of his politeness, ran to the knocker, 
winch he em])Io}ed so iond and so long that In* 
alarmed tin* whole street; and a window’ ojienmg 
ill the second stor\ ol‘tlie next house, a eliamher- 
pot was discharged upon him so sneet'ssfulJy that 
the poor barber was wet to the skin, while 1, being 
Inekiiy at some di'^tunee, eseapt'd the niisavour> 
deluge, h) the mean tune a footman opening the 
door, and seeing nohoil} in the street but us, asked 
witii a stem eount(*nanee if it was I wliomade sueli 
a d -ri<*d noise, and wliat I wanted? I told him J 
had business with bis master, whom 1 desired to 
see. ('poll whieli lie clapped tlie door in my face, 
telling me 1 must learn better manners before I 
eonld have ue<*ess to his master. Vexed at this 
disajipoiiitment, 1 turned my resentment against 
Slraji, whom I sharpiv rejinmanded for Ins pre¬ 
sumption; hut he, not m the least regarding what 
I said, wrung the urine out of his jieriwig, ami, 
lifting 11 ]) a large stone, ilung it x\itli such force 
against the street door of that house from whence 
he hud been bedewed, that the lock giving wav, it 
ilew' wide open, and he look to his heels, leaving 
ine to follow him as I could. Indeed th(*re was no 
time for deliberation ; 1 therefore jjursued him with 
all tlie speed I could exert, until we found ourselves 
about the dawn in a street we did not know. 
■Here, as we w’andered along gaping afiout, a very 
deeent sort of a man passing by me, stoppeil of a 
sudden, and took np somclhing, which having ex¬ 
amined, he turned and presented it to me with tlu‘s<‘ 
^ords: “Sir,you lia\c droppedhalf-a-crown.” Iwas . 


not a little surprised at "this instance of honesty, 
and told liim it did not belong to me ; but he bade 
mo recollect, and see if all my money was safe; 
upon which f ])ulled out my jmrse (fori had bought 
one since 1 came to town), and reckoning my money 
in my hand, w'hich was now reduced to five guineas 
seven shillings and twopence, assured him I had 
lost nothing. “ Well, then,” says he, “ so much the 
better—this is a godsend; and, as you two were 
present when I picked it up, you arc entitled to 
e<{ual shares with me.” T Mas astonished at these 
words, and looked upon this person to he a])rodigy 
of integrity, but absolutely refused to take any 
fiart of tlie sum. “ Come, gentlemen,” said he, 
“yon are too modest—1 see you are strangers; but 
you siiall give me Iea\e to treat you xvitli a w’het 
this cold raw morning.” T would have declined 
this invitation, but Strap whispered to me tJiat the 
gentleman would be affronted, and 1 complied. 
“Where shall we go?” said the stranger, “ 1 am 
jiiite ignorant of this j)art of the tow'u.” 1 informed 
liim tliat we were in the same situation: upon 
w hich he |)roj)osed to go into the first jmblic-house 
we siiould find ojieii; and, as we walked together, 
lie began in this manner; “ J find by your tongues 
you are from Scotland, gentlemen. My grund- 
nudiier by tlie father’s side was of your country ; 
ind 1 am so ])repossesscd in its favour that 1 never 
meet a Scoteliman Imt my heart warms. The Scots 
ire a ^ ery brave people. There is searee a great 
family in the kingdom that cannot boast of some 
exploits })erformed by its ancestors maiiN liundred 
>ears ago. 'rh(‘r<*’s yonr Douglasses, (Gordons, 
Camjibelis, Ilamiltons. We Iia\e no such ancient 
linnilies ln*re in Kngland. 'I'lien you are all very 
well educated. 1 ha\c Known a ]H‘dlar talk in 
ireek and Hebrew, as well as if they had bemi his 
nother tongue. Ami, for honesty, I once had a 
servant, his name was (Iregory JMaegregor: I would 
'nn etnisti-d Inm w ith untold gold.”—'I'lns eulogium 
>n my native country gained my' affection so 
strongly that i Iiclievc i could have gone to death 
‘o serxe the author; and Straffs eyes swam in 
ears. At length, as we passed through a dark 
laiTow lane, we jicreeixed a pnhlie-liouse, winch 
we entered, and found a man sitting by the fire 
smoking a jupe, with a pint of purl before him. 
)ur new aeipiaintaiiee asked us if oxer we had 
Irank egg-tbj)? 'I’o which (picstion we answering 
n the negative, he assured us of a regale, and 
n*der<*d a (juaii to be prepared, calling for jiijies 
md tobacco at the same time. We found this com- 
lositioii very' palatable, and drank heartily; the 
■onversation, which was iiilrodueed by the gentle- 
iiian, turning iijion the snares that young uth*x- 
)eri(*need pcojile are exjiosed to in tins metropolis, 
ile described a thousand cheats that are daily 
iraetised uj)oii the ignorant and unwary; and 
warned us of them w'ith so much good nature and 
•oneern, that we blessed the ojijiorlunity which 
lirew' us in his way. After we had put the can 
about for some time, our new' friend began to yawn, 
elling ns he had been n]> all night with a .sick per- 
;on; and firoposed we should have recourse to some 
[liversion to kce]) him awake. “ Suppose,” said he, 

‘ we should take a hand at whist for fiiistimc. But 
et me see, that won’t do, there’s only three of us; 
mi 1 cannot play at any other game. The truth 
1 seldom or never play, but out of complaisance, 

'C at such a time as this, when 1 am in danger of 
ailing asleep.” Although 1 was not much inclined 
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to gamitg, I felt no aversion to pass an liour or 
tw 0 at cards with a friend ; and knowing that >Strap 
understood as nmcli of the matter as i, made no 
scruple of saying, “ T wibh we could find a fourth 
hand.” While we were in this perplexity, tlie ])er- 
son whom we found in the hons(* at our entrance 
overhearing our discourse, took the j)lj>e from his 
mouth very gravely, and accosted us tlms : “ (ieii- 
tlemen, my pipe is out, you >'<-“e (shaking the aslies 
into the fire), uiid rather than you should be baulked, 
I don't care if 1 take a hand witli \ou for a tritle ; 
hut remember I won’t ]jlay for an\ thing of conse¬ 
quence.” We accepted this prolferwith pleasure. 
Having cut for partiu'rs, it fell to my lot to plu) 
with liim against our friend and Strap, for three¬ 
pence a game. W e \v<*re so siu'cessful, tliat, in a 
short time, 1 was half-a-erown gainer; when tiie 
gentlcTiian wJiom we had met in the street ohs('r\- 
ing he had no lueJi: to-day, proposed io leave olf, or 
change partners IJy this time 1 was iiiflained w lUi 
my good forlime and the expectation of inij)ro\ing 
if, as I perceived the two strangers jilayed hut in¬ 
differently. Therefore, I v Ued for giving him his 
revenge; and, cutting again. Straji and I, to our 
mutual satisfaction, happened to be jiartners. My 
good fortune attended me still; and in less than an 
hour we had got thirty shillings of their mone> ; 
for, as they lost, they grew the keener, and douhletl 
stakes ever) time. At last the ineon.stant goddess 
begun U) veer about; and we were very soon 
strip]M'd of all oiir gains, and about forty siiilhngs 
of our own momw. This loss mortilied nu‘ <*\- 
treirieiy, nn<l had a >isihle effect on the muscles of 
.Strap’s face, whieli lengthened apace ; hut our an¬ 
tagonists perceiving onr eoiiditioii. Kindly permitted 
us to retne\e our loss, and console ourseKes with 
a new aecjuisition. 'I'lien my eompanion \\isely 
suggested it Mas time to be gone; upon v liieh the 
person who liacl joined us m the liouse began to 
curse the cards, ami muttered that we were indebted 
to fortune only for what we had got, no pari ol our 
sueeCftS being owing to our good play. This in¬ 
sinuation nettleil me so mneh, that i ehalleiiged 
him to a game of pi({uet for a crown ; and he vas 
w’ith diflienity persiuided to aeeejit the invitation. 
This contest ended in less than an hour, to m^ in¬ 
expressible affliction, ho lost e\ery shilling of niN 
own money, .Strap absolutely refusing to snjiply me 
with a sixpence. The gentleman, at m hos(‘ rcjjuest 
w'e had come In, iiereeiving, by my disconsolate 
looks, the situation of my heart, vhieh wcW mgh 
bursted with grief and resentment, when the otiier 
stranger got up ami went away vith my mone\, 
began in this manner: “ T am truly afflicted at 
voiir bad luck, and would willingly repair it, was it 
in my jiower. Hut what in the name of goodness 
could provoke you to tempt }our fate so long ? It 
is ahvays a maxim with gamesters to jinrsne suc¬ 
cess as far as it will go, and to slop w henever for¬ 
tune shifts about. You are a young man, and your 
pas.sioii.s too impetuous ; you must learn to govern 
them better, llowever, tliere is no exjierienet* like 
that wdiich is bought; you will he the lietler for 
this the longest day you liave to liv<‘. As for the 
fellow who has got your money, 1 don’t half like 
liim. Did not you ob.serve me tij) }ou the wink to 
leave off in time?” 1 answered, “ No.” “ No,” 
continued he, “ }<)u was too eager to mind any tiling 
but the game. Hut liarkee,” said ho, in a •wdiisi>(*r, 
•‘arc you satisfied of that joung TnaTi'.s honesty? 
his looks are a little suspicious; but T may be mis¬ 


taken ; lie made a great many grimaces while he 
.stood behind you; this is a very wicked town.” I 
told him 1 was very well convinced of my comrade’s 
integrity, and that the grimaces he mentioned were 
doubtless owing to liis anxiety at my loss. “Oho! 
if that he the ease, 1 ask lus pardon. JiUndlord, 
see what’s to pay.”—'riie reekoiiiiig aiuounled to 
eighteen-peiiee, which having discharged, the gen¬ 
tleman shook ns both by the hand, and, saying he 
sliould he very glad to see us again, dejiarted. 


CIIAHTER XV. 

Strap iiioralizeh—Prf seats lus Putse to me—\VV mfonn onr 
l.tmdlorij ol lay Misfoitune—Ho uniavels the Mjstiay— 
I pu*s(Mit iiiyselt lo Cimx'-i—He u-cmnniemls .nid lums ino 
o\ei to Ml Sl.ivt.ipe—1 Ix'conio .ir.iu.iinted v itli .1 Ftdlow 
Hoik iidaiit, who cNjil.iiiis Hk* Ch-ii.ieteis ol ('nii'M-i and 
Still tape—And infoiins ni<* oF the Mt'lhod to be pui sued at 
lhc‘ N.iv\\ Otlice and Hnrf'eons’Jlall—Straj) is emjihiu*d. 

I\ our way to our lodging, aftiT a jirofonnd silence 
on both sides, Stiaj), witli a hideous groan, observed, 
tliat we had brought our pigs to a tine markid. 'I'o 
this observation 1 nuule no reply ; and he went on, 
“(lod send ns well out of tins place: we ha\e not 
been in London eight and forti hours, and I believe 
we have met with eigiitand torty thousand niisfor- 
tuiu*^.— IVc liavi* been jeered, reproached, bulleted, 
pissed niioii, and at last stripped of our money : 
and I su]»pose b\ and hv we shall iu* stripped of onr 
skins.— iiuh'ed, as lo th(* motie} jiar! of if, that was 
owing to our own folly ; Solonum sav s, Unit/ a Jtml 
m a and he ivdl iirn’r he ///.o*. Ah! (lod 

hel]> us, an ounce of in’udenee is worth a iiound of 
gold.” 'I’liis was no Imie lor bun to tamper w ith my 
disjiosition. already mad with luv loss, and inflamed 
with resentment against him for lia\mg refused me 
11 little monev to attempt to r<*trieve it. 1 iherelbre 
turned towards him with a stern countenance, and 
asked, wlio he <'alled fool? Henig altogether un¬ 
accustomed to such looks from me, he stood still, 
and stared in my face for some time: then, with 
some confusion, uttered, “ Fool ! I called nobodv 
fool but myself; I am sure 1 am tin* greati’st fool 
of the two, for being so imieb eoneeined at other 
jieojile’s misfortunes: hut nntto omnihtis hon.s ,s(ijnf^ 
that's all tliat’sall.” I'pon which a silence ensued, 
that broug’ht us to onr hxlging, where I ihii'w niv- 
self upon the bed in an agoii;v of desi»air, resolved 
to jicnsh rather tlian apjily to my eoiniiaiiion, or 
any other body, for relief; hut Strap, vvhoKiu'W my 
temjier, and whose heart bled within him at my 
di.stiess, after some jiause came t(» the bedside, and, 
imlting a leathern purse into my hand, burst into 
tears, crying, “ J know what you think; but 1 scorn 
your thoughts, 'rbere’s all I have in the world; 
take it, and I’ll perhajis gel more for you hid’ore that 
be done. If not. I'll beg for you, steal l‘or you, go 
through the wide world with yon, and starve with 
you ; for tliough I he a jioor cobbler’s sou, 1 am ii{» 
scout.*' T was so touclieil with the generous passion 
of this jioor creature, that 1 could not refrain from 
wee]>ing also; and we mingled our tears together 
for some time. Dpon <>\amining the puise, I found 
in it two half guineas and half-a-erovvn, w hieh I 
would have returned to him, say ing, he knew better 
than I how to manage it; but he ah.solutely refused 
my ju'ojiosal, and told me, it was more reasonable 
and decent that he .should depend upon ini* w ho was 
a gentleman, tlutn that 1 should be controlled by him. 
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Aftor this friendly was over, and our 

iniTids more at ease, we inf<)rrned||ur landlord of 
wiiat had happened to us, taking; care to conceal tlie 
extreniity to wliich we were reduced. IJe no sooner 
lieard tlie Mor\, liian ho assured as wc had been 
grievously imposed uyon hy a couple of sharpers, 
who were associates; and that this polite, honest, 
friendly? humane person, wlio had tieated us so 
civilly, was no otlier than a rascally moiH*y- 
flro]>])ei, who made it Ids business to decoy strangers 
that manner to one of Ins own haunts, wliere 
an aeeompliee or two were always waiting to assist 
^ullajiiii^^ the }>rey he liad run down. Here 
the ^ood man recounted a jrreat many stories of 
j)eoj)le w'ho liad been s^’dueed, cheated, }»ilfered, 
heat, nav e^en murdered hy such villaitiH. I was 
confounded at the artifice and wickedness of man¬ 
kind ; and Strap, liftini; up his eyes and liands to 
lieaven, j)ra\ed that (oxl would deliver him from 
such scenes of iifapiity ; for surely liie devil had set 
up his throne m London. Our landlord bein^ 
enriotiv to know what reecjUion we had met w itli at 
^Ir. C'linger’.s, avc aeipiainted 1dm with the }iarli- 
enlars; at whicli he shook lus head, and told ns, we 
liad not fjorn^ tlie ri^hf w ay to w ork; that then* w as 
noliiiui’ to he dom* with a member of jiailuiment 
without u ])rih(*; that tlie siTvant was commonly 
ndeefed witli the maslei''s disease, and e\'jH‘<‘ted to 
he paid for hi'- w’ork, as well us his betters. He 
tjiciefon* aiUised me lopjve tin* footman a sliillin^^ 
the next time I slioukl desin* a<lmittanee to my 
patron, or els<‘ I should scarce find an opjiortnnity 
to deliver my letti'i*. Aecordin^ily, next mornmp, 
w}i(*n the door was opened, I slipped Uvshlllinii into 
)io liand, and told ium I laid a letter for his master, 
i found the pood etfeets of my liheraiity ; for the 
fellow let me in imnu'diateiy, and lakinp tin* letter 
our of my hand, desired nu* to wait in a kind of 
pas.'?a<i:e for an answer. Jn this place 1 eontinned 
sfandmp: for three (juarters of an hour, during 
witieh time 1 saw a great many young fellows, 
whom 1 formerly knew in Scotland, pass and 
rejiass, w itli an air of familiarity. in their wa v to ami 
from the amliettee chamber; while 1 was fain to 
stand slli^Cling m the cold, ami turn my hack 
them, that they miglit not ])ereeive tlie lowness of 
my condition. At length Mr. ('ringer came out to 
see a young g(‘nllemun to the door, who was no 
other than Squire (Ln\kv, dressed in a very gay 
suit of clothes. At parting, Mr. (.’ringer .shook liim 
by the liand. and told liim he h(»]>ed to have tlie 
pleasure of Ins eompauv at dinner, then turning 
uhout towards me, asked what were my commumis? 
When he understood 1 was the ^lerson who had 
brought tlie letter from Mr. ('ral*, lie atTeeted to 
recollect my name, which, luwever, he jiretended 
he could not do, till lie had eoiisulted the letter 
again; to save him that trouble, I told him my name 
w'as Handom. Tpon which lu* went on, Ay, ay, 
Jtandom, Kandom, L’andom — t think I remeinlH'r 
tlie name;” and very w'ell ho might, for tliis very 
individual klr. (Vingerhad many a time rode before 
iny gnindhither’s eloakhag In (piality of a footman. 

“ Well,” says he, “ yon propose to go on boanl a 
man of war, as surgt'on's mute.” I n‘])lied by a 
low how. “ I believe it will be a diflioult matter,” 
continued he, “ to procure a warrant, there being 
already such a. swuirni of Scotch surgeons at the j 
Navy OlHce, in expectation of the next vacancy, 
that the commis.sionors are afraid of being torn to 
pioces, and^ave actually applied for a guard to 


I protect them. However, some ships will soon be 
' put in eomiuissiou, and th(*n we shall see what’s to 
I be dfmt'.” So saying, ho left ine exceedingly nior- 
i tilled at the dillerent rcc 'ptkm Mr. (jlawky and I 
'had met with from this upstart, proud, mean 
I inemher, who, I imagined, would have been glad 
I of an ()])j)ortunity to be grateful for the obligations 
J he owed to my family'. 

At niy' return, 1 was surjirkscd w'ith the agreeable 
news of Strap's being employ ed,ontlie reeoninienda- 
tion of bis friend tlie sehoolmastcT, by a periwig- 
j maker in the neighbourhood, who allowed him 
five sliillings [ler week, be.side.s bed and board. I 
continued to dance attendance every other morning 
at tin* le\ee of Air. (h'inger, during a fortnight, iu 
[ wliieh time I heeame aeipiainted with ayoung fellow 
j of my own country and profession, who also do- 
1 jiended on the member's interest; but was treated 
j w ith mueli more respect than J,l)oth by the servants 
aiiil muster,and often admitted iiitoa parlour, where 
there was a fire, for the conv<*nience of the better 
sort of those w ho waited for him. Thither I W'as 
never permitted to jienetrate, on aeeount of my 
appearance, which was not at all fashionable: but 
Avas obliged to stand blowing my fingers in a cold 
lobby,and take the fir.st opportunity of Alr.Cringer’s 
going to tiie door to s)>eak. Avith him. One day, 
while 1 enjoy 1(1 this oeeasuui, a per.son was intro¬ 
duced, whom Mr. ('ringer no .sooner saAv, than, 
running toA\ards him, he saluted him with n bow to 
the V(*ry ground, and ufterw ards shaking him by the 
hand willi great heartiness and famiruinty. called 
him his good fiu'ud, and asked Aery kindly’ after 
Mrs. Stay tape, and the young ladies ; then, after a 
w liisper AiInch continued some minutes, wherein I 
ONcrlieard the word honoui repeated several times 
with great emphasis. Air. ('ringer introduced me to 
tills gentleman, as to a jierson Ashose ad\iee and 
assistance I might depend ujion, and liaAing given 
me Ins direction, followed me to the door, where ho 
told me, I need not gi\e myself the trouble to call 
at his house any more, for Air. Stay tape AAould do 
my husinoss. At tluit instant my fellow dependant 
eommg out al’ter me, overluund tlie discourse of 
.Mr. ('ring<*r, and making n]> to me in the .street, 
aec(Vsted me very civilly. 'J'his address ] looked 
iijioii as no small honour, eonsideriiig the figure lie 
nuuU*; for he was dre.ssed in a blue frock witli a 
gold button, a green silk AAaisteoat trimmed Avith 
gold, lilaek \el\et breeches, white silk .stockings, 
silver buckles, a gold-laced hut, a ls])eneer wig, 
and a silver-hilted hanger, aa ith a fnu* clouded cane 
in his hnml. “1 p(‘reei\e,” says he. “you are but 
lately e<»iue from Scotland; jway Avliat may your 
business A\ith Air. C'ringer be? I .sup]>ose it is no 
secret- and I inav jxvssinly giv<* you some advice 
that may be serviceable; for I ha\e been surgeon’.s 
second mate on board of a sevt'uty -gun shiji, and 
eonsecpuMitly knoAv a good deal of the world.’' I 
nuuh* no scruple to (Ijselose mv situation, Avhich 
Avhen he had kxirned. he sliook his bead, and told 
me he liad been pretty mncli in the seme eirenm- 
stances about a year ago; that he had relied on 
Changer's ])romises, until his money' (Avhich was 
eonsiderable), as well as his credit, was (piite ex- 
luin.sled; and when he wrote to his relations fora 
fn*sli sii]>])ly, instead of money, be received nothing 
but reproaches, and the epithets of “ idle,” “ de¬ 
bauched fellowthat, after lie liad Avaited at the 
Navy OlTieo many months for a w’arrant, to no 
purpose, he was fain to pawn some of his clothes. 
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■which raised a small sum, wherewith he bribed th usage, that I w'ould never set font w'itbin his dfor 
secretary, who soon jirocured a warnint for him. again. Afte^a good deal more c(»nyersation, my 
notwithstanding he had affirmed the same day, that new’acquaintlRce and J parted, having made an 
there was not one vacancy: that he had gone on appointment to meet the next day at the same 
board, where he remained nine months; at the end place, in order to set out for the eify. I w ent 
of ■which the ship ■was put out of commission; and immediately to Strap, and related every thing 
he said the company ■were to be paid off in Eroud- 'wJiieb had hajjpened; but he did not at all approve 
street the very next day: that his relations, being of iny being so forward to lend money to a stranger, 
reconciled to him, hml charged him to pay his especially as ■we had already been so much imposed 


devoirs regularly to Mr. Cringer, who had in¬ 
formed them by letter that his interest alone had 
procured the warrant; in obedience to which com¬ 
mand, he came to his levee every morning as I 
saw, though he looked u])on liim to be a very ])itiful 
scoundrel. In conclusion, he asked me if J hail 
yet passed at Surgeons’ Hall ? To ■which (|neslion 
I answered, I did not so much as know it -was 
necessary. Necessaiy!” cried he, “O Lord, () 
Lord! 1 find 1 must instruct you—come along 
with me, and I’ll give you some information about 
that matter.” »So saying, lie carried me into an , 
alehouse, where he called for some beer, and bread ' 
and cheese, on whieli wc breakfasted. While 'we ^ 
sat in this place, he told me 1 must first go to the ' 
Navy Office, and write to the board, de.siring them 
to order a letter for me to the Surgeons’ Hall, that 
I might be exauuned touching my skill in surgery: 
that tlj.0 surgeons, after having examined me, , 
would give me my qualification sealed uji in form ' 
of a letter directed to the commissioners, wliieh 
qualification 1 must deliver to the si'creMrv of’ tin 
hoaixl, who w'ouid open it in my presence, and read 
the contents. After which T must employ my 
interest to be provided for as soon as ])ossil>le.* 'fhat 
tile expense of this qualification, for hecond mate 
of a third rate, amounted to thirteen shillings, 
exclusive of the warrant, whieli cost him liall’ a 
guiuea and half a crown, bi'sides the present to the 
seeretaiy, which consisted of a three-poniid-tw'elve 
piece. This oaleulalion was like aIhunderhoU to 
me, whose whole fortune did not amount to tMche 
shillings. 1 accordingly made him acquainted with 
this part of my distress, after having thanked him 
for his information and advice. He condoled me 
on this ocejLsiou; hut bade me he of good cheer, 
for he had conceived a friendship for me, and 
would make all things easy. He was run out at 
present, but to-morrow or next day he -w’as certain 
of receiving a cousiderahle sum, of ■w’hich he "w oukl 
lend me what would he sufficient to answer my 
exigencies. This frank declaration pleased me so 
much, tliat T pulled out my purse, and ompiicd it 
before him, begging him to take what he ])leased 
for pocket expense, until he should rect'ivt his 
own money. With a good deal of jiressing he was 
prevailed upon to take five shillings, telling me 
that he might have what money he wanti*d at any 
time for the trouble of going into the city ; ])ut as 
he had met "with me, he would defer his going 
thither till to-morrow% when I should go along with 
him, and he would put me in a way of acting for 
myself, without any servile dependence on that 
rascal Oringer, much lew? on the lousy tailor to 
whom I heard him turn yon over. “ flow,” cried 
I; “is Mr. Staytape a tailor?” “No less, I’ll 
assure jou,” aaswered he; “and, 1 confess, more 
likely to serve you than the member; for, provided 
you can entertain him ■with politics and conundrums, 
you may have credit with him for as many and 
as rich clothes as you please. 1 told him, I was 
utterly ignorant of both, and so incensed at Cringer’s 


upon by apjiearances. “ However,” said he, “li you 
are sure he is a Scotchman, 1 believe you arc safe.” 


CHAPTER XVT. 

My new Aequaintance breaks an Ap]K)intmcnt—I proceed 
by niyseir to the N.ivy Ollice— Addiess invself to a JVison 
there, who .assuts me with liis Advice—Wiite to the itoaid 
—Tliey grant me a Letter to the Sur{:i“onJi at the Hall— 
Am inJormcd of the Beau’.s Js'.irne and ('liaract<“r—Find 
him—He makes, me his ('ontuiemt in an Amour—Desires 
rac to pawn my Linen, for lii.s Occasions—I recover what 
I lent him—Some <'unou'' Obseivuiions of Str.ip on tii.it 
OctMSioii—Uih V.mit). 

N the morning I rose and went to the jtlaoe of ren- 
iezvous, \there 1 waited two hours in vain; and was 
10 exasperated against him fin* breaking his ap- 
lointinent, that 1 set out lor the eify h\ mtiselfi in 
lopes of finding the villain, and being revenged on 
im for his hreacn of proniise. At lenglh I found 
..jyst'lf at the Navy t )fficc, which I entered, and saw 
erowds of young fellows walking below, many of 
whom made no better ajipearanee than myself. 1 
consulted the jihyxiogiKimy of each, and at last 
made np to one whose eoiiiitcnance 1 liked; and 
askeil if he conid instruct me in the form of the 
loiter which was to he sent to the board, to obtain 
an order for examination. He nn.swf*red me In 
broad .Scotch, that lie w’oukl .sliow' me the copy of 
what he had writ for liiniKclf, hy the directum of 
anotherw'ho knew’ the form; and accordingly pulled 
It out of his ]>ockei for my perusal; and told im* 
that, if I was expeditions, I might send it in to the 
hoard before dimuT, forlhev did no business in the 
afternoon. He then went willi me to a coffei'house 
hard by, where L wrote (he letter, which was im¬ 
mediately delivered to the messenger ; who told me 
J might ex}K*<-t an order to-morrow about (he same 
lime. Having transacted this piece of hnsiness, 
my mind was a good deal composed; and as I met 
w’ldi so much civility from this stranger, 1 desired 
further aeijuaintanee with him,fully resolved, how¬ 
ever, not to lu* deceived by him so much to my 
prejudice as I had ])<*eii by the lieau. He agreed 
to dine with me at the cook's shop which J fre- 
(piented ; and on our way thither, earned me to 
(■lumgis where 1 was in some hopes of finding 
Mr. Jackson (for that was the name of th<* person 
w'ho had broke his ajipointment). I sought him 
th<Te to no purpose, and on our way towards the 
other end of the town, im])art(*d to my companion 
his behaviour towards me. Upon -which, he gave 
mo to understand, that he -was no stranger to the 
name of Beau .laekson (so he was called at the 
Navy Office), althougli lie diil not know him jier- 
sonalh ; that he had the character of a goodnatiired 
careless f'ellow, who made no scruple of borrowung 
from any body that would lend ; that most people 
who knew him believed he had a good principle at 
bottom ; but his extravagance was such, ho would 
probably never have it in his powder t^naiiifest the 
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honesty of Ins intention. Tliis aceount made mo 
sweat for my five shilling-s, which T nevertheless did 
not altogetiier despair of recovering, provided 1 
could find out the debtor. This young man Jike- 
wise added aiiotijcr circumstance of squire Jack¬ 
son’s history, which was, that being destituh* ot‘aII 
Tneans to equip himself for sea, when he received 
his last warrant, he had been recommend(‘d to a 
person who lent him a little money, after he liad 
siglibd a M'ill and ]>ower, entitling that person to lift 
his wages when they should become due, as also to 
inherit Ids effects in cjise of his deatli. That he was 
still under the tutorage and direction of that gejitle- 
man, who advanced him small sum.s from time to 
time ujMUi his security at tJie rate of 50 per cent. 
Hut at present his credit was very low, because his 
funds would do little mort* than ])ay what he had 
already received, this moderate interest included. 
Aft(T the stranger (whose* name was Thomson) had 
entertained me with this aceount of Jackson, he 
informed me that he liimsedf had ])assed for third 
mate of a third rate, alxmt four months ago ; since 
whieli time, he liael constantly attended at tlie Navy 
Otfice in Iiope of a warrant, having been assured 
from the h(‘ginidng, both by a Scotch member and 
one of the eoimnissioners to whom the nieiTi])er 
recoimneiided him, tliat he shoukl be put into the 
first vacancy ; notwithstanding wliieh jiromise, lie 
had the mortification to see six or seven api>ointe(l 
fo the same .station almost every week ; that now, 
being utterly impoverished, his sole hope consisted 
in the jiromise of a friend lately come to town, to 
lend him a small matUU’, for a juvsmit to tlie s(*ere- 
tary, without which lie was }K*rsiUKk*d he miglit 
w'ait a thousand )ears to no purpose. I e()m'ei\ed 
a mighty liking for this j oung fellow, wInch, T he- 
jieve, proceeded ftom the similitude of our fortunes. 
AV<» spent the whole day together: and. as he lived 
at \Vappiiig, 1 desired him to take a sliare of rny 
bed. Next day we returned to the Is'avy Office, 
where, after being callc'd before the board, and 
(jiiestioned about the jihiee of my natnity and edu¬ 
cation, they ordered a i<‘fter to he made out for me, 
which, upon }>nying half a crown to the elm-k, 1 
received, and delisered into tht* hands of the eleik 
at Surgeons' Hall, together with a shilling fu' lii.s 
tr<ml>le in vi'gistering my name. Hy this time my 
w'hole stock was diminished to two shillings, and I 
saw not the least prospect of relief, even for in’i'sent 
subsistcTice, Tnneh less to enable me to pay the fees 
at Surgeons’ hall for my examinalion, which woiil<l 
come on in a fortnight. Jn tins state of })er})lexity, 

J consulted Stra]), who assured me, he would })awn 
every thing he had in the w orld, e\ en to his razors, b<'- 
fore r should want. I>ut tins expedient I absolutely 
rejected, telling him, Iwould a thousand timesrather 
list for a soldier, of w hieh 1 had some thoughts, than 
V? any longer a burden to him. At the word soldier, 
he grew pale as {l(*alh, and hegg(‘d, ou his knet's, 1 
would think no more ot' that scheme. “ God pre- 
K(‘rv<? us all in our right wits!” cried he, “w'onkl 
you tum soldier, and perha])S he sent abroad against 
the Spaniards, wlierc jou must stand and be shot 
at like a woodcock ?—Heaven keej) cold lead out of 
my carcass I and let me die in a bed like a (’hris- 
tian, as all my forefathers have done. "VV hat signifies 
all the ri<‘hes and honours of this life, if one enjoys 
not content? And, in the next, tliere is no respect 
of persons. Better be a poor honest barber with a 
good conscience, and time to repent of my sins upon 
my death-bed, than be cut offi‘ (God bless us) b> a 


musket shot, as it were in the very flower of oneV 
age, in the pursuit of riches and fame. What sig¬ 
nify riches, my dear friend ? do not they make 
unto tliemselves wings ? as the w'ise man saith 
and docs not Horace observe, AW Jootw.v rt fun^ 
(hi% non erns arervufi et auri^ Aifjroto dnmmi dvdiixit 
corpore fehres^ JVon a)dmo curas/ J could moreover 
mention many other sayings in contempt of rielies, 
both from the Bible and other good hooks; hut, as 
I know yon are not very fond of tliose things, I sliall 
only assure you that, if you take on to he a soldier, 

I will do the same ; and then if we should both he 
slain, you w’ill not only have your own blood to 
answer for, Imt mine also; and peradventure the 
lives of all those w’hom we shall kill in battle. 
Therefore, I pray yon, consider whether you will 
sit down contented with siiuiU tilings, and share the 
fruits of inyMndustry in jieaec, till Brovidenco shall 
send better tidings; or, by your despair, plunge 
both our souls and bodies into everlasting perdition, 
which (»od of his infinite merey forhiii.” J could 
lot help smiling at this harangue, which was de- 
liM'red witl) great eamestness, the tears standing 
in his eyes all the time ; and promised to do nothing 
of tliat sort without his consent and eoneurrenee. 
He was nmeh comforted with this declaration ; and 
tol<l me in a few days he slionld receive a week's 
wages, w iiieh should he at my service; hut advised 
me, in the mean time, to go in quest of Jackson, 
and reeoxer, if i»ossihle, what he had borrowed of 
me. J iK'cordingly frndu'ed about from one end of 
the (ow’ii to tlie other for s(‘veral day s, without being 
able to learn anything certain coiieoruing him: 
and. one day, being (‘Xtremely hnngi'v, and allured 
by the steams tluit regaled iny nostrils from a boil¬ 
ing e<‘ilar, T went dowm with an intention to gratify 
my'ap})etite w'ith two-pennywoilh of beef; wliim, 
to my no small surprise, I found Mr. Jackson sitting 
at dinner with a footman, lli* no sooner }iereeive(l 
me than he got up and shook me by the band, say - 
he was gl-id to see me, for lie intended to 
haM‘ called at my lodgings in the afternoon. I 
was Sowell pleasi'd with ibis renconlre, and the 
apologies he made for not k(‘“]»ing liis ap])ointment, 
that 1 forgot my resentment, and sat down to dinner, 
with llie liapjiy evqieetation of not only veeinering 
inv own money htdbre we should part, hut also of 
reaping the henctit of his }n*t)nns<* to lend me w here- 
withal to })ass examination : and this hope my 
sanguine eonqilexion suggested, though the aceount 
Thomson gat e me of him ought to have moderated 
my expectation. When we had feaste<l smnpinouRly, 
he took his leave of the t(K)tman, aud'adjonrued with 
me to an alehouse hard by, where, after shakiug 
me by the hand again, he began thus: “I suppose 
ymu tliink me a sad dog, Mr. Random, and I do 
confess that a]q>t“aranees are ngiiinst me. .Ibit 1 ilare 
say you will forgive me, when I tell you, my not 
coming at tlie time n]>})oinTed was owing to a per¬ 
emptory message 1 received from a certain la<ly. 
whom, iiarkee, (but this is a great secret.) I am to 
marry very soon. You think this strange, perhaps, 
hut it is not less true for all tliat—a five thousand 
pounder, I’ll assure yon, liesifles ex]K*ctations. For 
my own part, deiil take me if 1 know what any 
woman can see engaging about me—but a whim, 
you know; and then one would not baulk one's 
g(K)d fortune. You saw that footman who dined 
with ns— he’s one of tlie honestest fellows that ever 
w'ort* a livery. You must know, it was by his means 
I was introduced to her. for he made me first 
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acquaiiited with her woman, lio is his mistress; ay, 
many a crown has lie and his sweetheart had of my 
money; but what of that? things are now brought 
to a bearing. 1 liave—eome a little this vay—1 
have proposed marriage, and the da \ is fixed ; sheV 
a ehanniDg erealure; writes like an angel. C> Lord! 
she can repeat all the English tragedies as well as 
e’er a player in Drury J^anel and indeed is so fond 
of j)lays, that, to be near the stage, she has taken 
lodgings in a court hard b) the theatre. Ihit }ou 
shall sec—you shall see—here's the last letter she 
sent me.”—With these vords, he put into my hand, 
and 1 road, to the best of iny remembrance, as 
follows* 

“ l)i Mt K rir.nTKu.—As von are tlie aninutbh* hopj.irk of 
myc<)nlcin]>l.i\sinus, your .ode.ir is itilfrtiiil!) '•kiiimuiitr be¬ 
fore niy keyniericdl fajiM-e. when Murl> se-nds liis to 

tbe beys i)t inojtals, and wlieii Felms sbines fimn 

liiH nieiijilym}; tJirone. Whereupon, I slnill cui^eeif old 
whoiie time luis lost Ids pinners, as also (’uind Ins liiiirows, 
until tliou fiiioy sweet pru]»u8t‘ lu the loafsetk. luunis of thy 
faithfool to commend, “ C'LAy«KNi)i:K.” 

“ Wingar-ycaid, Dmory-lanc, 

Januaiy kith.” 

"While 1 was reading, he seemed to be in an 
eestaey, rubbing his hands,and bursting out into fits 
of laughter; at Ijtst heeaught hold of my baud, and. 
sepTeezing it, eried, “'Pljere is st;vle for you ! what 
do } ou think of this billet doux ?” T ausw ered, “ it 
might be sublime for ought 1 knew, for it was alto¬ 
gether above my eomprehension.”—“Oho!” .said 
he, “T believe it is both tender and subhme—.she's 
a divine ereature! and sodoat.s ujxm me! T.et me 
see, what shall I d(»with tins money, when I ha^e 
onee got it into my hands ? Tn llie first i)laee, I shall 
do for you—rm a man of few words ; Imt, say no 
more,that's detenuiiied—w lu-ther would you tuh ise 
me to purchase some jiost, by whieh I may rise in 
tli(‘ stale ; or lay out my wdfe's fortune hi laud, and 
retire to the eountry at ouee?”—I gave my ojiiniou 
without hesitation, that he could not do better than 
buy an estate and improve; esjieeially siiiee lie liad 
already seen so mueh of the world. ''J’hen J launehed 
out into the ]irais<*sofn country life, as described 
by the poets whose works J had read. Jle M-emed 
to relisli my advice, but withal told me, that, al¬ 
though he liad seen a great deal of the world, both 
by land and sea, liaving cruised three whole months 
in tile elianiiel, ycr h<‘ sliould not be satisfied until 
lie luid visited Eranee, which he jiroposed to do 
before he should settle ; and to carry Ids wife along 
with him. I had nothing to object to his pro])osal ; 
and asked how soon he hoj»ed to he hajipy ? “ A.s 

to that,” he replied, “ notliing obstructs my liappi- 
ne.ss, but tbe want of a little ready cash; for you 
must know, my friend in the (ity has gone out of 
low'll fora w'eek or two; and I unfortunately missed 
my })ay at IJroad-street, by being iletained too long 
by the dear charmer; but there w ill he a rei'al at 
C!liatham next week, whither the shi]>'s books are 
sent, and 1 have eoiumissioned a friend in that ])lac<* 
to receive the money.” “ If that be all,” said J, 
“there’s no great harm in deferring your marriage 
a few days.”-Yes, faith! but there is,” .said he, 
you don't know’how many rivals J have, who would 
take all advantages against me. I would not baulk 
the iuipatienec of her passion for the world; the 
least apjiearanee of coldness and indifference would 
ruin all: and such offers don’t oeeur everyday." 
I ae<juie.s';ed in this observation, and iiupiiretl how 
he intended to proceed : at this question, he rubbed 
hie chin, and saiil, “ Why, truly, I must be obliged 


to some friend or other—do you know of nobody 
that would lend me a small sum for a day or two?”-— 
1 assured him, 1 w'us such an utter stranger in 
London, that J did not believe I could borrow u 
guinea if my Ufedejicnded upon it. “hJo I” said he, 
“ that's hard -that’s hard. 1 wish 1 hud any thing to 
])nwii ; upon my soul you have got excellent linen, 
(feeling the sleeve of my shirt) ; how many shirts 
of that kind have you got?”—J answered, “iSix 
ruffled and six plain —at whieh he testified Jreat 
.surprLse, and swore that »4o gentleman ought to have 
more than four. “ How many d’y o think J have got,” 
continued he? “Jhitthis and another,as I hope 
to he saved ! T dare say we shall lx* able to raise a 
good sum out of your sujiertluity—let me Bee--let 
me .see—each of these shirts is worth sixteen shil¬ 
lings at a moderate computafion ; now' siqqiose we 
pawn tliem for half jiriee, eight tunes eight is sixty- 
four, tliat's tliree pounds four; zounds! that will do; 
gi\e nu‘ your hand.”—“iSoftly,softly, Mr.daekson,” 
said 1, “don’t disjio.se of uiy linen without my con¬ 
sent ; first ]»ay’ me the crown y ou owe me, and then 
we shall talk of other matters.” He prote.sted lie 
had not above one shilling in his pocket, but that 
lie would pay me out of the first of the inoiu'y rai.sed 
from the slnrts. 'Diis ]m‘ce of assurance ineeused 
me so much, that 1 swore I would not part with 
him until i had received satislaetion for what i 
had lent him; ami, as for the shirts, J would not 
pawn one ('f them to save him from the gallows. 
At this expression, he lauglu'd aloud, and then 
complained it was d n'd hard, that 1 should re¬ 
fuse him a trifle that would iufalhhly enable him 
not only to make liis own fortune, but miiu: also. 
“You talk of jiawning luy shirts,” said J, “.su]>- 
pose you should sell this hanger, Mr.«la<‘k.sou? 1 
believe it would feteli Ji good round sum.”- “No, 
hang it,” said he, “J ean’l a]>]M'ar decently with¬ 
out my hanger, or egad it stiouiil go.” Jlowe\er, 
seeing me iuflexibli* with regard to my linen, he 
at length unbuckled lus luniger, and, showing me 
the sign of tin* thiee blue balls, desired me to 
carry it tliither and pawn if for two guiuea.s. 
This olhe(‘ I would by no means have }»erf(>rined, 
laid I .seen any’ likeliliood of having my money 
otlierwise; but not willing, out of a jueee of false 
delicacy, to neglect the only o]>}jortunity J sliould 
])erha]>s e\erlia\e, I ventured into a pawnbroker’s 
shop, w iiere .1 demanded two guineas on the jdedge, 
in tin* name of'rhomas Williams. “'J'wo guineas!'* 
.aid the jiawubroker, looking at the hanger; “this 
]>ieee of goods has been here several times before 
for thirty shillings; however, since 1 believe the 
gentleman to whom it belongs will n-deein it, he 
.shall have what he wants;” and accordingly, he 
paid me the money, whieh I carried to the house 
where I had left daekson, and, calling for change, 
counted out to hint sev^en and thirty shillings, re¬ 
serving the other five for myself. Aft<*r looking at 
flu* money some tini(‘, he said, “ D—n it! it don't 
signify—this won’t do my business; so you iriay’^ 
as w’ell take half a guinea, or a whole one, as tin* 
live shillings you luive kept.” J thanked him kindly; 
hut I refused to aeeejit of any more than was my 
due, because J had no prosp(‘Ctof repaying it. Upon 
whieh declaration, he stared in my face, and told 
me, I was excessively raw, or I would not talk in 
that manner. “JJiood,” cried he, “1 have a very 
had ojiinion of a young fellow w’ho won’t borrow of 
his friend when ho is in want; ’tis the sign of a 
ineaking spirit, (^omc. come, Random, give me back 
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the five shillings, and take this half guinea, and if 
ever you are able to pay me, I believe you will; if 
not, d—n me if ever I ask it.” When I reflected 
on my present necessity, I suffered myself to be 
persuaded; and, after making my acknowledge¬ 
ments to Mr. Jackson, who offered to treat me with 
a play, I returned to iny lodgings with u much 
better opinion of tliis gentleman than I had in the 
morning; and at night imparted my day’s adven¬ 
tures to Strap, who rejoiced at the good luck, say¬ 
ing, ‘*J told you, if he was a Scotchman, you was 
safe enough; and -who knows but this marriage may 
make us all? You have heard, T suppose, as how a 
countryman of ours, a journeyman baker, run away 
with a great lady of this town, and now keeps his 
coach. EeodI 1 say nothing; but yesterday morn¬ 
ing,as I wjis a shaving a gentleman at his own house, 
there was a young lady in tlu* room—a fine buxom 
wench, i’faith ! and she threw so many sheep’s eyes 
at a certain person whom I sbuli not name, that my 
heart went knock, knock, knock, like a fulling 

mill, and my liand sb- s!> -shook so nnieb that 

1 sliced a piece of skin off the gentleman’s nose. 
Wherehv he swore a deadly oath, and was going to 
horsewhip me, when she jirevented him. and made 
inj )X*aee. Omvn baud jiinium ! Is not a journey¬ 
man h'lrher as good as a journeyman baker? The 
only difference is, the baker uses flour for the belly, 
and the barber uses it for the head. And as the 
head is a more noble member than the belly, so is 
a barber more noble than a bak(*r; for what’s the 
belly witliout the head ? Resides, I am told he could 
neither read nor write; now you know T can do 
botli, and, moreover, speak Lalin, Rut 1 will say 
no mon*, for I despise vault) ; nothing is more vain 
fium vanity.” V\’i(h these Mords he pulled out of 
bis pocket a wax ca:ulle's end, which he applied to 
bis forehejid; arid, upon examination, I found he 
bad eomhed his own luiir over the toupee of his ; 
^ig, and was indeed in his whole dress become a 
very smart shaver, I congratulated him on his 
prospect w'ith a satirical smile, which he understood 
very well; and, shaking his head, observed I had 
very little faith, but the truth would come to light 
in spite of my incredulity. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

I po lo Surffcons’ IIjill, where I meet w’lth Mr Jackson—Ani 
exaininecl—A lijTcc Dispute arises between two of the Kx- 
juiiincrf.—Jackson disguises himself to attract llcspect— 
Is detected—In hazard of lH;ing sent to IJndewell—He 
treats us at a Tavern—Ciirries us lo a Night House—A 
tr<mhlcsonie Adventure there—We are committed lo the 
Round House—Carried helore a Justice—His Buhav'our 

With the assistance of this faithful adherent, w'ho 
gave me almost all the money he eanied, T pre¬ 
served my half guinea entire till the day of examina¬ 
tion, when 1 went w'ith a (|uaking heart to Surgeons’ 
Hall, in order to undergo that ceremony. Among 
a crowd of young fellows who walked in the out¬ 
ward hull, 1 perceived Mr. Jackson, to whom I 
imin^lately went uj), and inquiring into the state 
of his amour, understood it was still undetermined 
by reason of his friend’s absence, and the delay of 
file recal at Chatham, which put it out of his 
power to bring it to a conclusion. I then asked 
what his business was in this place?‘he replied, 
he was resolved to have two strings to his bow, 
that in case the one failed he might use the other; 


3S 

and, with this view, he was to pass that night 
for a higher qualification. At that instant a youzig 
fellow came out from the place of examination 
with a pale countenance, his lip quivering, and 
his looks as wild as if he had seen a ghost. He 
no sooner appeared, than we all flocked about him 
witli the utmost eagerness to know what reception 
he had met with ; which, after some jiause, he de¬ 
scribed, recounting all the questions they had asked, 
with the answers he made. In this manner, we 
obliged no less than twelve to recapitulate, which, 
now the danger was past, they did with pleasure, 
before it fell to my lot: at length the beadle called 
my name, with a voice that made me tremble as 
much as if it had been the sound of the last trum¬ 
pet : however, there was no remedy : I was con 
ducted into a large ball, where 1 saw about a dozen 
of grim faces sitting at a long table; one of whom 
bade me come forward, in such an imperious tone 
that 1 was actually for a minute or two bereft of my 
senses. The first question he put to me was, 
“Where was you born?” To which I answered, 
“ In Scotland.”—“ Jn Scotland,” said he; “ I know 
that very well; we have scarce any other country¬ 
men to examine here; you Scotchmen have over- 
spreaxl us of late as the locusts did Egy])t: 1 ask 
yon in w’hat part of Scotlantl was you born ?” I 
named the place of my nativity, which he had 
never before heard of: he then proceeded to in 
terrogate me about my age, the town where 1 
served my time, m ith the term of iny apprentice- 
shij); and when I informed him that I served three 
years only, he fell into a violent passion ; swore it 
wa.s u shame and a scandal to send such raw boys 
into the world as surgeons; that it was a great 
presumption in me, and an affront upon the English, 
to pretend to sufficient skill in my business, having 
Berv<‘d so short a time, when every apprentice in 
England was bound seven years at least; that 
my friends would have done better if they had 
made me a weaver or shoemaker, but their pride 
would have me a gentleman, he snjfposed, at any 
rate, and their poverty could not afford the neces¬ 
sary education. This exordium did not at all con¬ 
tribute to the recovery of my spirits, but, on the 
contrary, reduced me to such a situation that I was 
scarce able to stand; which being perceived by a 
plump gentlemen who sat opposite to me, w'ith a 
skull before him, he said, Mr. t^uarler was too se¬ 
vere upon the young man ; and, turning towards 
me, told m(*, 1 need not to be afraid, for nobody 
w’ould do me any harm ; llien bidding me take time 
to recollect myself, he examined me touching the 
operation of the trepan, and was very well satisfied 
with my answers. 'I’he next person who (jue.stioiied 
: me w'as a wag, who begtm by tusking if I had ever 
seen amputation performed; and I rejilying in the 
j affinnative, he shook his head, and said, What J 
' upon a dead subject, T suppose ?” “If,” continued 
he, “during an engagement at sea, a man should 
be brought to you with his head shot off, how 
would you behave ?” After some hesitation, 1 
owned such a case had never come under my ob¬ 
servation, neither did I remember to have seen any 
method of cure proposed for such an accident, it 
any of the systems of surgery 1 had perused. 
Whether it was owing to the simplicity of my 
answer, or the archness of the question, I know 
not, but every member at the board deigned to 
smile, except Mr. Snarler, who seemed to have 
verv little of the animal risibile in his constitution 
P 
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The facetious member, encouragol by the success 
of his last joke, -vcent on thus: “ Suppose you was 
called to a patient of a plethoric habit, who had 
been bruised by a fall, what would you do ?" I an¬ 
swered, I would bleed him immediately. “ What,” 
said he, “before you had tied up his arm?” Hut 
this stroke of wit not answering his expectation, 
he desired me to advance to the gentleman who sat 
next him; and who, with a pert air, asked what 
method of cure 1 would follow in wounds of the 
intestines. 1 repeated the method of cure as it is 
prescribed by the best ehirurgieal writers; which 
he heard to an end, and then Said, with a supercilious 
smile, “ So you think by such treatment the patient 
might recover ?”—told him 1 saw notliing to make 
me think otherwise. “ That may be,” resumed he, 
“I won’t answer for your foresight; but did you 
ever know a ease of this kind sueceed;” 1 answered ' 
I did not; and was about to tell him I had never 
seen a wounded intestine; but he stopped me, by 
saying, with some preeipitation, “ hJ or never will. 

I affirm, that all wounds of the intestine.s, whether 
great or small, are mortal.”—“Pardon me, brother,” 
says the fat gentleman, “ there is very good au¬ 
thority”—Here he was interrupted by the other, 
with “ Sir, excuse me, 1 desjiise all authority. 
NidUua in verba. T stand u])on my own bottom.”— 
“ But sir, sir,” replied his antagonist, “ the reason 
of the thing shows”—“ A fig for reason,” cried this 
suffieient member, “1 laugh at reason, give me 
ocular demonstration.” The corpulent gentleman 
began to wax warm, and observed, that no man ae- 
quainted with the anatomy of the parts would ad¬ 
vance such an extravagant assertion. This iiiucndo 
enraged the other so much, that he started up, and 
in a furious tone, exclaimed, “ What, sir! do you 
(^uestion my knowledge in anatomy?” By this 
time, all the examiners had espoused the opinion of 
one or other of the disputants, and raised their 
voices all together, when the chairman commanded 
silence, and ordered me to withdraw. In less than 
a quarter of an hour 1 was called in again, received 
my qualification sealed up, and was ordered to pay 
five shillings. 1 laid down my half-guinea upon 
the table, and stood some time, until one of them 
bade me begone; to this, I replied, 1 will, when I 
have got my change; upon which another threw 
me five shillings and sixpence, saying, I should not 
be a true Scotchman if I went away without my 
change. I was afterwards obliged to give three 
shillings and sixpence to the beadles, and a shilling 
to an old woman who swept the hall. This dis¬ 
bursement sunk my finance.s to thirtccnpence half¬ 
penny, witli which 1 was sneaking off, when .Taekson 
perceiving it, came up to me, and begged 1 would 
tarry for him, and he would accompany me to the 
other end of the town, a-s soon as his examination 
should be over. 1 could not refuse this to a person 
that was so much my friend; but 1 was astonished 
at the change of his dress, which was varied in 
half an hour from what 1 have already described, 
to a very grotesque fashion. His head was covered 
with an old smoked tie wig that did not boast one 
crooked hair, and a slouched hat over it, which 
would -have very well become a chimney-sweeper 
or a dustman; bis neck was adorned with a black 
crape, the ends of which he had twisted, and fixed 
in the button-hole of a shabby great coat that 
wrapped np his whole body; his white silk stockings 
were converted into black worsted hope; and his 
countenance was rendered venerable by wrinkles, j 


and a beard of his own painting. When I expressed 
my surprise at this metamorphosis, he laughed, 
and fold me, it was done by the advice and assist¬ 
ance of a friend who lived over the way, and would 
certainly produce something very much to his ad¬ 
vantage ; for it gave him the appearance of age, 
which never fails of attracting respect. 1 applauded 
his sagacity, and waited with impatience for the 
effects of it. At length he was called in, but 
whether the oddness of his appearance excited a 
curiosity more than usual in the board, or his be¬ 
haviour was not suitable to his figure, 1 know not; 
he was discovered to be an impostor, and put into 
the hands of the beadle, in order to be sent to 
Bridewell. So that instead of seeing him come out 
with a cheerful countenance, and a surgeon’s qua¬ 
lification in his hand, 1 perceived him led through 
the outward hall as a prisoner, and was very much 
alarmed and anxious to know the occasion ; when 
he called with a lamentable voice and piteous as¬ 
pect to me, and some others who knew him, “ For 
(lod’s sake, gentlemen, bear witness that 1 am the 
same individual John .laekson, who served as sur¬ 
geon’s second mate on board the Fllizaheth, or else 
1 shall go to Bridewell.” It would have been im¬ 
possible for the most austere hermit that ever lived 
to have refrained from laughing at his appearance 
and address; we therefore indulged ourselves a 
good while at his expense, and afterwards pleaded his 
cause so effectually with the beadle, whowas gratified 
with half a crown, that the prisoner was dismissed, 
and, in a few moments, resumed his former gaiety: 
swearing, since the board had refused his money, he 
w ould spend it every shilling before he went to bed 
in treating his friends ; at the same time inviting us 
all to favour him with our company. It was now 
ten o’clock at night, and as T had a great way to 
walk, through streets that were utterly unknoqrn to 
me, I was prevailed upon to be of their party, in 
hopes he would afterwards accompany me to my 
lodgings, according to his promise, lie conducted 
us to his friend’s house, who kept a tavern over the 
way, where we continued drinking punch, until the 
liquor mounted up to our heads, and made us all 
extremely frolicsome: 1 in particular was so much 
elevated, that nothing would serve me hut a wench, 
at which demand Jackson expressed much joy, and 
assured me 1 should have my desire before we 
parted. Accordingly, when we had paid the reck¬ 
oning, we sallied out, roaring and singing; and 
were conducted by our leader to a place of noc¬ 
turnal entertainment, where 1 immediately attached 
myself to a fair one, with whom 1 proposed to 
spend the remaining part of the night; but she not 
relishing my appearance, refused to grant my re¬ 
quest before 1 should have made her an acknow¬ 
ledgment; which not suiting with my circumstances, 
we broke off our correspondence, to my no small 
mortification and resentment, because 1 thought tlie 
mercenary creature had not done justice to my 
merit. In the mean time, Mr. Jackson’s dress had 
attracted the inclinations and assiduities of two or 
three nymphs, who loaded him with cai'esses, in 
return for the arrack punch with which he treated 
them ; till at length notwithstanding the sprightly 
sallies of those charmers, sleep began to exert his 
power over us all; and our conductor called, “ To 
pay.” AVhen the bill was brought, which amounted 
to twelve shillings, heput his hand in his pocket, but 
might have saved himself the trouble, for his purse 
was gone. This accident disconcerted him a great 
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deal at first; but, after some recollection, he seized 
the two dulpiiyj^ who sat by him, one in each liaiid, 
and swore, if mey did not immediately restore Ids 
money, he would charge a ctmstable with them. The 
good lady at the bar, seeing what passed, whispered 
something to the drawer, who went out; and then, 
with great composure, asked what was the matter? 
(fackson told her he was robbed, and swore, if slie 
refused him satisfaction, he would have her and her 
whores comuuttcd to Rridewcll. “ Robbed,” cried 
she, “ robbed in my house I (lentlemen and ladies, 1 
take you all to witness, this p£*rson ha.s scandalized 
my reputation.” At that instant seeing the con¬ 
stable and watch enter, she proceeded, “ What I 
you must not only endeavour by your false a.sper- 
sions to ruin my character, but even commit an as¬ 
sault upon my family I Mr. Constable, I charge 
you with this uncivil person, who has been guilty 
of a riot here; I shall take care and bring an action 
against him for defamation.” While I was reflect¬ 
ing on this melancholy event, which had made me 
quite sober, tlie lady whose favours I had solieted, 
being piqued at some repartee that i)assed between 
us, cried, “ They are all concerned; and desired the 
constable to take us all into custody j an arrest 
which w’as peribrmed instantly, to the utter as¬ 
tonishment and despair of us all, except Jackson, 
who having been often iu such scrapes, was very 
little concerned, and charged the constable in his 
turn with the landlady and her whole bevy: upon 
which we were carried all together prisoners to 
the Round-liouse; where Jackson, after a word of 
comfort to us, informed the constable of his being 
robbed, to wliieh he said he would swear next 
morning before the justice. “ Ay, ay,” says the 
bawd, “we shall see whose oath will most signifj.” 
In a little time, the constable calling Jackson into 
another room, spoke to him thus: “ 1 perceive that 
you and your company arc strangers, and am very 
sorry for your being involved m such an ugly 
business. J have known this woman a great while; 
she has kept a notorious house in the neighbourhood 
this many years, and, although oflen complained of 
as a nuisaiiee, still escapes, through her interest 
with the justices, to whom she, and all of her em¬ 
ployment, ])ay contribution quarterly for protection. 
As she charged me with you first, her complaint 
will have the preference; and she can procure 
evidence to swear whatever she shall please to de¬ 
sire of them. So that imless you can make it up 
before morning, you and your companions may 
tliiuk yourselves happily quit for a month's liard 
labour in Rridewell. N ay, if she should swear a rob¬ 
bery or assault against you, you will be coinniitled 
to Newgate, and tried next sessions at the Old 
Railcy for your life.” This last piece of informa¬ 
tion had such an efl'eet upon Jackson, that he agreed 
to make it up, provided his money might be restored. 
The constable told him, tliat, instead of retrieving 
what he had lost, he was pretty certain it would cost 
him some more before they would come to any com¬ 
position. Rut. however, he had compassion on him, 
and would, if he pleased, sound them about a mutual 
release. 1 ne unfortunate beau thanked him for 

f s friendship, aud returning to us, acquainted us 
tih the substance of this dialogue; while tlie eon- 
ablc, desiring to speak iu private with our adver¬ 
sary, carried her inm the next room, and pleaded 
our cause so effectually, that she condeseeniled to 
make him umpire: he accordingly proposed an 
arbitration, to which we gave our assent; and he 


fined each party in three shillings, to be laid out 
in a bowl of punch, wherein we drowned all ani- 
iiiosities, to the inexpressible joy of my two late 
acquaintances and me, who had been in the state of 
the damned ever since Jackson mentioned Bride¬ 
well and Newgate. By tlie time we had finished 
our bowl, to wiiicli, by the by, I liad contributed 
my last shilling, it was morning; and J jjroposed to 
move homeward, when the constable gave me to 
understand, he could discharge no prisoners, but by 
order of the justice, before whom wc must appear. 
This renewed niy chagrin ; and I cursed the hour 
in which i had yielded to Jackson’s invitation. 
About nine o’clock wc were escorted to the house 
of a certain justice, not many miles distant from 
Co vent Garden; who no sooner saw the constable 
enter with a train of prisoners at his heels, tlian he 
saluted liim as follows: “So, Mr. Constable, you 
are a diligent man—What den of rogues have 
you been scouring?” 'J'hen looking at us, who 
appeared very much dejeeted, he continued, “ Ay, 
ay, thieves, I see—old offenders —(1 your humble 
servant, Mrs. Harridan! 1 suppose these fellows 
have been taken robbing your house—yes, yes, 
liere’s an old ai'quaintauce of mine—you liave used 
ex])edition,”suid heto me, “in reluming from trans- 
])ortation; hut we shall save you the trouble for 
the future—the surgeons will fetch jou from your 
next transportation at their expense.” I assured 
his worship he was mistaken in me, for he had 
never seen me in his life before. To this declara¬ 
tion he replied, “How! you impudent rascal, dare 
you say so to my face? Do you think 1 am to be 
imposed upon by that northern accent which you 
have assumed? but it shan’t avail you—you shall 
find me too fai* north for you. Here, clerk, write 
this fellow’s mittimus. His name is Patrick Ga- 
hagan.” Here Mr. Jackson interposed, and told 
him I was a Scotchman lately come to town, de¬ 
scended of a good family, and that my name was 
Random. 'The justice looked upon this assertion 
as an outrage upon his memory, on which he valued 
himself much; and strutting up to Jackson, wdth a 
fierce countenance, put his hands in his sides, and 
said, “ Who arc you, Sir? Do you give me the 
lie ? Take notice, gentlemen, here’s a fellow who 
affronts me upon the bench ; but I’ll lay you fast, 
sirrah, 1 will ; for notwithstanding your laced 
jacket, 1 believe you are a notorious felon.” Aly 
friend was so much abashed at this menace, w'hich 
was tliundercd out with great vociferation, that he 
changed colour, and remained speechless. This con¬ 
fusion his worship took for a symptom of guilt, and 
to complete his discovery, continued his threats— 
“Now, J am convinced you are a thief—your face 
discovers it—you tremble all over—your eonscieuce 
won’t lie still—you’ll be hanged, sirrali,” raising his 
voice, “you'll bo lianged; and happy had it been 
for the world, as well as your owm miserable soul, 
if you had been detected and cut off in the be¬ 
ginning of your career. Gome hither, clerk, and 
take this man’s confession.” 1 was in an agony of 
consternation, when the constable, going into ano¬ 
ther room witli his worship, acquainted him with the 
truth of the stoiy; which having learned, he re¬ 
turned witli a smiling countenance, and addressing 
himself to us all, said it was always his way to 
terrify young people, when they came before him, 
that his threats might make a strong impression on 
tlieir minds, aud deter them from engaging id 
scenes of riot and debauchery, which commonly 
s 2 
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ended before the judge. Thus having cloaked his 
own want of discernment under the disguise of 
paternal care, we were dismissed, and 1 found my¬ 
self as much lightened as if a mountain had been 
lifted off my breast 


CHArTER XVIII. 

I carry my liualifiratlon to the Navy Office—Tlie Nature of 
It—The Behaviour of the Secretary—Strap's Concern for 
my Absence—A Battle between him and a Blacksmith— 
—The troublesome Consequence of it—His Harangue to 
me—His Brieiul the Sclnwlmaster recommends me to a 
French Apothecary, who entertains me as a Journeyman 

I WOULD willingly have gone home to sleep, hut 
was told by my companions, that we must deliver 
our letters of tjualificution at the Nuvy Office before 
one o’clock; accordingly we went thither, and gave 
them to the secretary, -who opened and read them •, 
and I was mightily jileascd to find myself qualified 
for second mate of a third rate. When he had stuck 
them altogether on a file, one of our company asked 
if there were any vacancies ? to which interrogation 
he answered, No. Then 1 ventured to in<juire if 
any ships were to bo put in commission soon? At 
which question he surveyed me with a look of in¬ 
effable contenapt, and, pushing us out of his office, 
locked the door, without deigning us another word. 
Wc went down stairs, and conlbrred together on 
our expectations, when 1 understood that each of 
them had been recommended to one or other of 
the commissioners, and each of them promised the 
first vacancy that should fall; but, that none of 
them relied solely upon that interest, without a 
pn‘Bcnt to the secretary, with whom some of the 
commissioners wcut snacks. For which reason each 
of them had provided sf small purse; and 1 was 
asked what I proposed to give? This was a vexa¬ 
tious question to me, who, far from being in a ca¬ 
pacity to gratify a ravenous secretary, had not 
wherewith^ to purchase a dinner. 1 therefore 
answered, 1 had not yet determined what to give; 
and sneaked off towards my own lodgings, cursing 
my fate all the way, and inveighing with mucli 
bitterness againt the barbarity of my grandfather, 
and the sor^d avarice of my relations, who left me 
a prey to contempt and indigence. Full ofthese dis¬ 
agreeable reflections, I arrived at the house where 
I lc>dged, and relieved my landlord from great 
anxiety on my account; for this honest man believed 
I had met with some dismal aeeident, and that he 
should never sec me again. Strap, who had come 
to 'visit me in the morning, understanding I had 
been abroad all night, was almost distracted, and, 
after having obtained leave of his master, had gone 
in quest of me, though he was even more ignorant 
of the town tlian I. Not being willing to inform 
m^ landlord of my adventure, 1 told him I had met 
with an acquaintance at Surgeons Hall, with whom 
\ spent the evening and night, but being very much 
infested by bugs, 1 had not slept much, and there¬ 
fore intended to take a little repose; so saying, I 
went to bed, and desired to be awakened, if Strap 
should happen to come while I should be asleep. 
I was accordingly roused by my friend himself, 
who entered my chamber about three o’clock in the 
afternoon; and presented a figure to my eyes, that 
I could scarce believe real. In short, this affec¬ 
tionate shaver, setting out towards Surgeons Hall, 


had inquired for me there to no purpose; Irom 
tliencu* he found his way to the Navy Office, where 
he could hear no tidings of me, because I was un¬ 
known to every bodjy then present; he afterwards 
went upon Change, m hopes of seeing me upon the 
Scotch walk, but without success. At last, being 
almost in despair of finding me, he resolved to ask 
every body he met in the street, if perchance any 
one could give him information about me; and ac¬ 
tually put his resolution in practice, in spite of the 
scoffs, curses, and reproaches, with which he was 
answered; until a blacksmith’s ’prentice, seeing him 
stop a porter with a burden on his back, and hearing 
his question, for which he received a hearty curse, 
c^lcd to him, and asked if the person he inquired 
after was not a Scotchman ? Strap replied with great 
eagerness, “Yes, and had on a brown coat wdth long 
skirts.” “I’lie same,” said the blacksmith, “I saw' 
him pass hy an hour ago.” “l>id you so?” cried 
Strap, rubbing his hands, “ Odd! I am very glad of 
that—which way wont he?” “Towards Tyburn in 
a cart,” said he, “ if you make good speed, you may 
get thither time enough to see him hanged.” This 
piece of wit incensed my friend to such a degree, 
that he called the blacksmith scoundrel, and pro¬ 
tested he would fight him for half a farthing. “No, 
no,” said the other, stripping, “ I’ll have none of your 
money—you Scotchmen seldom carry any about 
with you—but I’ll fight you for love.” There waf 
a ring immediately formed by the mob; and Strap 
finding he could not get on honourably without 
fighting, at the same time burning with resentment 
against his adversary, quitted his clothes to the eare 
of the multitude, and the battle began with great 
violence on the side of Strap, who in a few minutes 
exhausted his breath and spirits on his pati<‘iit an¬ 
tagonist, who sustained the assault with great cool¬ 
ness, till, finding the barber quite spout, he returned 
the blows he hud lent him with such interest, that 
Strap, after having received three falls on the hard 
stones, gave out, and allowed the blacksmith to be 
the better man. The victory being thus decided, 
it was proposed to adjourn to a cellar hard by, and 
drink Mends. Rut when my friend began to gather 
lip his clothes, he perceived that some honest jierson 
or other had made free with his shirt, neckcloth, 
hat, and wig, which were carried off; and probably 
his coat and waistcoat would have met with the 
same fate, had they been worth stealing. Itw’as in 
vain for him to make a noise, which only yielded 
mirth to the spectators; he was fain to get off in 
this manner, which he accomplished with much 
difiiculty, and ajipearcd before me all besmeared 
with blood and dirt. Notwithstanding this misfor¬ 
tune, such was his transport at finding me safe and 
sound, that he had almost stifled and stunk me to 
death with his embraces. After he had cleaned him¬ 
self, and put on one of my shirts, and a woollen 
nightcap, I recounted to him the particulars of my 
night’s campaign, which filled him with admiration, 
and made him repeat with great energy an observa¬ 
tion which was often in his mouth, namely, “that 
surely London is the devil’s drawing room.” As 
neither of us had dined, he desired me to get up; 
and the milkwoman coming round at that instant, 
he went down stmrs, and brought up a quart, with 
a penny brick, on which we made a comfortable 
meal. lie then shared his money with me, which 
amounted to eighteen-pence, and left me, with an 
intention to borrow an old wig and hat of his friend 
the schoolmaster. 
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He was no sooner gone, than I began to consider 
my situation with great uneasiness, and revolved 
all the schemes my imagination could suggest, in 
order to choose and pursue some one that might 
procure me bread; for it is impossible to express 
the pangs 1 felt when I reflected on the miserable 
dependence in which I lived at the expense of a poor 
barber’s boy. My pride took the alarm, and having 
no hopes of succeeding at the Navy Office, 1 came 
to a resolution of enlisting in the foot guards next 
day, be the event what it would. This extravagant 
design, by flattering my disposition, gave great satis- 
fac'.tion; and I was charging the enemy at the head 
of my own regiment when Strap’s return inter¬ 
rupted my reverie. The schoolmaster had made 
him a present of the tie wig which he wore when 
I was introduced to him, together with an old hat, 
whose brims would have overshadowed a (Colossus. 
Thougli Strap had ventured to wear them in the 
dusk, he did not ehoose to entertain the mob by day; 
therefore went to work immediately, and reduced 
them both to a moderate size. While he was em¬ 
ployed in this office, he addressed me thus: To be 
sure, Mr. Random, you are born a gentleman, and 
have a great deal of •learning—and indeed look like 
a gentleman; for, as to person, you may hold up 
your head with the best of tlu*m. On the other 
hand, 1 am a poor but honest cohler’s son—my 
iruahor was as industrious a woman as ever broke 
bread, till such time as she took to drinking, which 
ou very well know—hut every body has failings— 
umanum cst crrarc. Now, for myself, I am n poor 
journeyman barber, tolerably well made, and under¬ 
stand some Latin, and have a smattering of Gre('k 
—but what of that? perhaps I might also say that 
I know a little of the world—but tliat is to no pur¬ 
pose-though you be gentle and I simjile, it does 
not follow but that 1 who urn simple may do a good 
office to you who are gentle. Now this is the ease 
—my kinsman tlie sehoolmaster—perhaps you did 
not know how nearly ho is related to me—I'll satisfy 
you in that presently—his mother and my grand¬ 
mother’s sister’s nephew—no, that’s not it — niy 
praiidfatlier’s brother’s daughter—rabbit it I I have 
forgot the degree, but this I know, he and I are 
Cousins seven times removed.” My impatience to 
know the good office he had done mo got the better 
of my tcmi)er, and interrupted him at this place, 
with, “D—n your relation aii<l pedigree! if the 
schoolmaster or you can he of any advantage to me, 
why don’t you tell me without all this preamble?” 
When J ])ronouneed these words wdth some vehe- 
menee, Strap looked at me for some time with agrave 
countenance, and then went on : “ Surely my pedi¬ 
gree is not to be d—n’d, because it is not so noble 
as yours. I am very sorry to see such an alteration 
in your temper of late—you was always fiery, but 
now you are grown as crabbed as old Porriwinklo 
the drunken tinker, ou whom yon and J, God for¬ 
give us, played so many unlucky tricks, while we 
were at school. But I will no longer detain you in 
suspense, because, doubtless, nothing is more uneasy 
than doubt— dnhio^ procul dubh, nil didduft. My 
friend, or relalion’ or which you will, or both, the 
schoolnnister, being informed of the regard I have 
for you—for, you may be sure, I did not fail to let 
him know your good qualities—by the by, he has 
undertaken to tea<‘h you the pronunciation of the 
English tongue, without which, he say^, you will be 
unfit for business in this country. I say my relation 
has spoke in your behalf to a French apothecary 


who wants a journeyman; and, on bis recom¬ 
mendation, you may have fifteen pounds per year, 
bed and board, whenever you please.” I was toe 
much interested in this piece of news to entertain 
it with indifference; but, jumping up, insisted on 
Strap’s immediately accompanying me to the house 
of his friend, that 1 might not lose this opportunity 
through the least delay or neglect on my part. We 
were informed that the schoolmaster was in com¬ 
pany at a public-house in the neighbourhood, whi¬ 
ther we repaired, and found him drinking with the 
very individual apothecary in question. W’hen he 
was called to the door at our desire, and observed 
my impatience, he broke out into his usual tenn of 
admiration: “() Oh—st! I suppose, when you heard 
of this offer, you did not take leisure enough to 
come down stairs, but leapt out of the window; did 
you overturn no porter nor oyster-woman in your 
way ! Jt is a mercy of God you did not knock your 
brains out against some post in your career. 0 my 
conscience! J believe, had 1 been in the inmost re 
cesses of my habitation,—the very ;>cnefrai/a,-- 
even in lK*d with my wife; your eagerness would 
have surmounted bolts, bars, decency, and every 
thing. The den of Cacus or Sanctum Sanctorum 
could not have hid me from y'ou. But come along, 
the gentleman of whom 1 spoki* is in the house, I 
will present you to him forthwith ” When 1 entered 
the room, I perceived four or five people smoking, 
one of whom the schoolmaster accosted thus: “ Mr. 
Lavement, here’s the young man of whom I spoke 
to you.” The apothecary, who was a little old 
Mithored man, with a fonbead about an inch high, 
a nose turned up at the end, large cheek bones that 
helped to form a i)it for his lillle grey eyes, a great 
bag of loose skin hanging down on each side in 
wrinkles like the ulfoijas of a baboon; and a mouth 
so accustomed to that contraction which produces 
grinning, that he could not pronounce a syllable 
without <lis('ov(*riijg the remains of his teeth, which 
consisted of four yellow fangs, not improperly, by 
anatomists, called canine. This person, I say, after 
having eyed me some time, said, “Oho, ’tis very 
well, Moiis. Concordance;—young man, you are 
ver welcome, take one eoup of bierre—and come to 
mine housAo marrow morning: Moiis. Concordance 
vil show you de way.” Upon this I made mybo\v, 
and a.s I went out (jf the room, could hear him say, 
Ma foi! rest t/7i bean pni'^'an^ e'e^t vn (falHard. 
As 1 had, by my ovii application, while I hcrved 
Oab, acquired the French tongue well enough to 
rca<l authors A^rittcn in (hat language, and under¬ 
stand any thing that occurred in conversation, I 
determined to pretend ignorance to my n<‘w master, 
that he and his family, whom I snpjiosed to be of 
the same country, not being on the rcseiwe before 
me, might po.ssibly discover soTucthing in discourse, 
which would either yield me amusement or advan¬ 
tage. Next morning Mr. Concordance carried me 
to the apothecary’s liou.se, where the bargain was 
made, and orders given to provide an apartment for 
me immediately. But, before I entered upon busi¬ 
ness, the sehoolmaster recommended me to his tailor, 
who gave me credit for a suit of clothes to be paid 
out of the first moiety of my wages, and they were 
begun upon that very day; he afterwards accommo¬ 
dated me with a new hat, on the same terms; so 
that, in a few days, I hoped to make a very fashion* 
able appearance. In the mean time, Strap conveyed 
my baggage to the place allotted for me, which was 
a back room up two pair of stairs, furnished with 
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a pallet for me to lie upon, a chair without a back, 
an earthen chamberpot without a handle, a bottle 
by way of candlestick, and a triangular piece of 
glass instead of a mirror, the rest of its ornaments 
haying been lately removed to one of the garrets, 
for the convenience of the servant of an Irish cap¬ 
tain, who lodged in the first floor. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

The Characters of Mr. Lavement, hfs Wife, and Daughter—- 
Some Anecdotes of the Family—The Mother and Daughter 
rivals—1 am guilty of a Mistake that gives me present 
Satisfaction, but is attended tslth troublesome conse¬ 
quences. 

Next day, ■while I was at work in the shop, a 
'bouncing damsel, well dressed, came in, on pretence 
of finding a phiul for some use or other; and taking 
an opportunity, when she thought I did not mind 
her, of observing me narrowly, went aw’ay with a 
silent look of disdain. I easily guessed her senti¬ 
ments, and my pride took the resolution of enter¬ 
taining the same indifference and neglect towards 
her. At dinner, the maids, with whom 1 dined in the 
kitchen, gave me to understand that this was my 
master’s only daughter, who would have a very 
handsome fortune, on account of which, and her 
beauty, a great many young gentlemen made their 
addresses to her; that she Imd been twice on the 
brink of marriage, but disappointed by the stinginess 
of her father, who refused to part with a shilhng to 
promote the match; for which reason the young 
!ady did not behave to her father with all the filial 
veneration that might be expected. In particular, 
she harboured the most perfect hatred for his coun- , 
trymen, in which disposition she resembled her 
mother, who was an Knglish womaii; and, by the 
hints they dropped, I learned the grey mare was the 
better horse; that she was a matron of a high spirit, 
which was often manifested at the expense of her 
dependents; that she loved diversions, and looked 
upon miss as her rival in all parties; which, indeed, 
was the true cause of all her disappointments, for, 
had the mother been hearty in her interest, the fa¬ 
ther would not have ventured to refuse h«* demands. 
Over and above this intelligence, I, of myself, soon 
made more discoveries. Mr. Lavement’s significant 
griuB at his wife, while she looked another way, 
convinced me that he was not at all content with 
his lot; and his behaviour in presence of the cap¬ 
tain, made me believe his chief torment was jea¬ 
lousy. As for my own part, 1 was considered in 
no other light than that of a menial servant, and 
had been already six days in the house without 
being honoured with one word from either mother 
or daughter, the latter (as I understood from the 
maids) having, at table, one day expressed some 
surprise that her papa should entertain such an 
awkward mean-looking journeyman. I was nettled 
at this piece of information, and next »Sunday, (it 
being my turn to take my diversion,) dressed my¬ 
self in my new clothes, to the greatest advantage, 
and, vanity apart, made no contemptible figure. 
After having spent most part of the day in com¬ 
pany with Strap, and some of his acquaintance, I 
came home in the afternoon, and was lot in by miss, 
who, not knowing mo, dropped a low curtesy as I 
advanced, which 1 returned with a profound how, 
and shut the door. 13y the time I had turned about, 
she had perceived her mistake, and changed colour, 


I but did not withdraw. The passage being narrow 
I could not get away without jostling her; so I was 
forced to remain ■where I was, with my eyes fixed 
on the ground, and my face glowing with bJusnes. 
At length her vanity coming to her assistance, she 
went away tittering, and I could hear her pronounce 
the word Creature.” F* u this day forward, 
she came into the shop fifty s every day, upou 
various pretences, and put in practice so many ridi¬ 
culous airs, that I could easily perceive her opinion 
of me was changed, and that she did not think me 
altogether an unworthy conquest But my heart 
was so steeled against her cimrms by pride and re¬ 
sentment, which were two chief ingredients in my 
disposition, that I remained insensible to all her 
arts; and, notwithstanding some advances she made, 
could not be prevailed upon to yield her the least 
attention. This neglect soon banished all the fa¬ 
vourable impressions she felt for me, and the rage 
of a slighted woman took place in her heart; this 
she manifest(.*d not only in all the suggestions her 
malice could invent to my prejudice with her father, 
but also in procuring for me. such servile employ¬ 
ments as she hoped would sufficiently humble my 
spirit. One day, in particular, she ordered me to 
brush my master’s coat, hut T refusing, a smart dia¬ 
logue ensued, which ended in her bursting into tears 
of rage; when her mother interposing, and exa¬ 
mining into the merits of the cause, determined it 
in my favour; and this ^ood office I owed not to 
my esteem or consideration she liad for me, but 
solely to the desire of mortifying her daughter, who 
on this occasion observed, that let people he never 
so much in the right, there were some folks who 
would iicver do them justice; hut, to be sure, they 
lad their reasons for it, which some jicople were not 
gnorant of, although they despised their little arts. 
ITtis insinuation of some people and someful/tSy put 
me upon observing the behaviour of my mistress 
more narrowly for the future; and it was not long 
before I had reason to believe that she looked upon 
ber daughter as a rival in the affections of Capfciin 
O’Donnell, who lodged in the house. In the mean 
ime, my industry and knowledge gained me the 
good will of my master, who would often say in 
French, “ Mardie / e’ewi vn bon qctrfo??.” lie had 
a great deal of business; hut as he was mostly em¬ 
ployed among his fellow refugees, his profits were 
small. However, his expense for medicines was 
not great, for he was the most expert man at a suc- 
cedaneum of any ajiothecary in London ; so that 1 
have been sometimes amazed to see him, without 
the least hesitation, make up a physician’s prescrip¬ 
tion, though he had not in his shop one medicine 
mentioned in it. Oyster shells he eould invent into 
eraVs eyes; common oil, into oil of sweet almonds; 
syrup of sugar, into balsamic syrup; I'hames wa¬ 
ter, into aqua cinnamoni; turpentine, into capivi; 
and a hundred more costly preparations were pro¬ 
duced in an instant, from the cheapest and coarsest 
drugs of the materia medka: and when any com¬ 
mon thing was ordered for a patient, he alwajrstook 
eare to disguise it in colour or taste, or both, in such 
a manner, as that it could not possibly he known. 
For which purpose cochineal and oil of cloves were 
of great service. Among many nostrums which 
he possessed, there was one for the venereal disease, 
that brought him a good deal of money ; and this 
he coneeidcd so artfully from me, tliat 1 could never 
learn its composition. But during the eight months 
\ staid in his service, he was so unfortunate in the 
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use of it, that three parts in four of those "who took perfectly veil satisfied with the honour he had done 
it, were fain to confinn the cure hy a salivation un- his wife. Matters being thus composed, every body 
der the direction of another doctor. This bad sue- , went to rest. Next (&y, I perceived, through a 
cess, in all appearance, attached him the more to glass door that opened from the shop into the par- 
his specific; and before I left him, I may venture | lour, the captain talking earnestly to miss, who 
to say, he would have sooner renounced the Trinity, hoard him with a look that expressed anger mingled 
notwithstanding his ^ Tig a good Huguenot, than with scorn; which, however, he at last found means 


his confidence in t lever-failing power of this 
remedy. Mr. Havement had attempted more than 
once to introduce a vegetable diet into his family, 
by launching out into the praise of roots and greens, 
and decrying the use of flesh, both as a physician 
and philosopher; but all his rhetoric could not 
make one pioaelyte to his opinion ; and oven the 
wife of his bosom declared against the proposal. 
IV’licthcr it was owing to the little regard she paid 
to her husband’s admonition in this particular, or to 
the natural warmth of her constitution, T know not; 
but this lady’s paf?sions became every day more and 
more violent, till at last she looked upon decency 
as an unnecessary restraint; and one afternoon, 
wlien her husband was abroad, and her daughter 
gone to visit, ordered me to call a hackney coach, 
in which she and the captain drove towards Covent 
Harden. Miss came home in the evening, and, 
supping at her usual hour, went to bed. About 
eleven o’clock my master entered, and asked if his 
wife was gone to sleep ; upon which I told him, my 
mistress wont out in the afternoon, and wjis not yet 
returned. This was like a clap of thunder to the 
poor apothecary, who, starting hack, cried, “ Mort 
dema vie! vat you tell a me? My wife not at home!” 
At that instant a patient’s servant arrived with a 
prescription for a draught, which my master taking, 
went into the shop to make it up with his own hand. 
While he rubbed the ingredients in a glass mor¬ 
tar, he inquired of me, whether or not his wife went 
out alone; and no sooner heard that she was in 
coinjiany with the captain, than, with one blow, he 
split the mortar into a thousand pieces, and, grin¬ 
ning like the head of a bass viol, exclaimed, “ Ah, 
traitresse !” It would have been impossible for me 
to have preserved my gravity a minute longer, when 
I was happily relieved hy a rap at the door, which 
I opened, and perceived my mistress coming out of 
the coach ; she flounced immediately into the shop, 
and addressed her husband thus: “ I suppose you 
thought I was lost, my dear—Captain O’Donnell 
has been so good as to treat me with a play.” 

“ l^lay, play,” replied he, “ oho 1 yes, by gar, I 
believe^ ver prettie play.” “ Bless me!” said 'fihe, 

“ what's the matter ?” “ Vat de matter ?” cried he, 
forgetting all his former complaisance, “ hy gar, 
you be one damn dog’s wife—ventre bleu ! me vill 
show you vat it is to put one hoi*n \ipon mine head. 

I’ardieii! Ic Capitaine O’Donnell be one”-Here 

the captain, who had been all the while at the door 
discharging the coach, entered, and said, with a 
terrible voice, “ D—mmc! what am I?” Mr. Lave¬ 
ment, changing his tone, immediately saluted him 
with, “ Oh servitcury Jifonufcur Ic Capiiainey voua 
i'tcs un gallant hnnime—wit fianme csi fort obligee.'* 
Then, turning about towards me, pronounced with 
a low voice, “ Et diablement ohUgeaniPy sans douit** 

“ Harkee, Mr. Lavement,” said the captain, “ 1 am 
a man of honour, and 1 believe you are too much 
of a gentleman to he offended at the civility I show 
your wife.” This declaration h;id such an effect 
on the apothecary, that he resumed all the politesse 
of a Frenchman, and with the utmost prostration 
of compliment, assured the captain that he was , 


to mollify, and sealed his reconciliation with a kiss. 
This circumstance soon convinced me of the occa¬ 
sion of the quarrel; but notwithstanding all my 
vigilance, 1 could never discover any other com¬ 
merce between them. In the mean while, I had 
reason to believe I had inspired one of the maids 
with tender sentiments for me; and one night, 
when 1 thought every other person in the house 
asleep, I took the o])portimity of going to reap the 
fruits of my conquest, her bedfellow having the 
day before gone to Richmond to visit her parents. 
Accordingly, I got up, and, naked as I was, explored 
my way in the dark to the garret where she lay. I 
was ravished to find the door open, and moved softly 
to hcf bedside, transported with the hope of com¬ 
pleting my wishes. But what horrors of jealousy 
ivnd disappointment did 1 feel, when I found her 
asleep, fast loeked in the arras of a man, whom I 
easily guessed to he no other than the captain’s ser¬ 
vant! I was upon the point of doing sonic rash 
hing, when the noise of a rat scrateliing behind tlic 
wainscot put me to flight, and I was fain to get hack 
0 my own bed in safety. 'Whether this alarm had 
disordered my mind, or that 1 was led astray hy the 
power of destiny, I know not; but, instead of tuni¬ 
ng to the left hand when I descended to the second 
story, 1 pursued the contrary course, and mistook 
the young lady’s bedchamber for ray own. 1 did 
not perceive my mistake before I had run against 
he bedposts, and then it was not in ray power to 
retreat undiscovered; for the nymph being awake, 
felt my approach, and, with a soft voice, bade me 
make loss noise, lest the Scotch booby in the next 
room should overhear us. This hint was sufficient 
.0 inform me of the nature of the assignation; and 
IS my passions, at any time high, were then in a 
itato of exaltation, T resolved to profit hy my good 
brtune. Witliout any more ceremony, therefore, I 
nade hold to slip into bed to this charmer, who gave 
[no as favourable a reception as I could desire. Our 
conversation vas very sparing on my part; but she 
ipbraided the jierson whom 1 represented with his 
enlousy of me, whom she handled so roughly, that 
my resentment had well nigh occasioned a(iiscovory 
norc than once; but I w'as consoled for her hatred 
)f me by the revenge I enjoyed in understanding 
rom her own mouth that it was now high time to 
salve her reputation by matrimony; for she had 
reason to fear she could not much longer concsal 
he effects of their mutual intercourse. While I yrtu> 
neditating an answer to this proposal, 1 heard a 
loise in my room, like something heavy falling 
down upon the floor; upon which I started up. and, 
creeping to the door of my chamber, observed by 
moon-light the shadow of a man groping his way 
)ut; so I retired to one side to let him pass, and 
;aw him go down stairs as expeditiously as he could. 

.t was an easy matter to divine that this was the 
cai)tain, who, having overslept himself, had got up 
at last to kec}) his assignation; and finding my door 
open, hiid entered my apartment instead of that of 
his mistress, where 1 supplied his place; hut find¬ 
ing his mistake, by falling over my chair, he was 
afraid the noise might alarm the family, and. for 
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that reason, made off, delaying the gratification of 
his desires till another opportunity. Ey this time 1 
was satisfied; and, instead of returning to the place 
from whence I came, retreated to my own castle, 
which I fortified by bolting the door, and, in the 
congratulation of my own happiness, fell asleep. 
But the truth of this adventure could not be long 
concealed from my young luistress, who next day 
came to an explanation with the captain, upon his 
lamenting his last night’s disappointment, and beg¬ 
ging pardon for the noise he had made. Their mu¬ 
tual chagrin, when they came to the knowledge of 
what had happened, may be easily conjectured, 
though each had a peculiar grief unfelt by the other; 
for she was conscious of not only having betrayed 
to me the secrets of her commerce with him, but 
also of having incensed me by the freedoms she had 
taken with iny name, beyond a hope of reconcilia¬ 
tion. On the other hand, his jesilousy suggested 
that her sorrow was all artifice, and that I had sup¬ 
plied his place with her own privity and consent. 
That such was the situation of their thoughts, will 
appear in the sequel; for that very day she came 
into the shop wherel was alone, and fixing her eyes, 
swimming in tears upon me, sighed most piteously. 
But I was proof against her distress, by recollecting 
the epithets with which she had honoured me the 
night before ; and believing that the good reception 
I enjoyed was destined for another, therefore Itook 
no notice of her affliction; and she had the mortifi¬ 
cation to find her disdain returned fourfold. How¬ 
ever, from thence forward she thought proper to 
use me with more complaisance than usual, kiun^ ing 
that it was in my power at any time to jjublish her 
sliaiue. By these means my life became much more 
agreeable, though I never could prevail upon myself 
to repeat my nocturnal visit; and, as 1 every day 
improved in my knowledge of liie town, I shook 
off my awkward air by degrees, and ae(|uired the 
character of a polite journeyman apothecary. 


CIIAT'TER XX. 

1 am assaulted and dangerouely wounded—Suspect O’Don- 
uell, and am confirmed in my Opinion—Concert a Scheme 
of Hevenge, and put it in execution—O’Donnell robs his 
own Servant, and disappeare—I make my Addresses to a 
Lady, and am miraculously delivered from her Snare. 

One night about twelve o’clock, as I returned from 
visiting a patient at Chelsea, I received a blow on 
my head from an unseen hand, that stretched me 
senseless on the ground; and was left for dead, with 
three stabs of a sword in my body. The groans I 
uttered, when I recovered the use of my reason, 
alanned the people of a solitary alehouse that stood 
near the spot where 1 lay, and they were humane 
enough to take me in, and send for a surgeon, who 
dressed my wounds, and assured me they were not 
mortal. One of them penetrated through the skin 
and muscles of one side of niy belly in such a man¬ 
ner, that doubtless the assassin imagined he hud 
run me through the entrails. The second slanted 
along one of my ribs; and the last, which was in¬ 
tended for the finishing stroke, having been di¬ 
rected to my heart, the sword snapped upon my 
breastbone, and the point remained sticking in the 
skin. When 1 reflected upon this eveut, I could not 
persuade myself that 1 had been assaulted by a com¬ 
mon footpad; because it is not usual for such peo¬ 
ple to murder those they rob, especially when they 


meet with no resistance; and I found my money, 
and every thing else about me (but m;^ carcaae) 
safe. I concluded, therefore, that I must either have 
been mistaken for another, or obliged to the private 
resentment of some secret enemy for what had 
happened ; and as I could remember nobody who 
had the least cause of complaint against me, ex¬ 
cept Captain O’Donnell and my master’s daughter, 
my suspicion settled upon them, though 1 took care 
to conceal it, that I might the sooner arrive at con¬ 
firmation. With this view, 1 went home in a chair 
about ten o’clock in the morning; and as tlie chair¬ 
man supported me into the house, met the captain 
in the passage, who no sooner saw me, than he 
started back, and gave evident signs of guilty con¬ 
fusion, which he would have accounted for from tbt 
surprise occasioned by seeing me in such a con¬ 
dition. My master having heard my story, condoled 
me with a good deal of sympathy, and when lie 
understood my m ounds were not dangerous, ordered 
me to be carried up stairs to bed ; though not with¬ 
out some oj)position from his wife, who was of 
opinion, it would be better for me to go to an hos¬ 
pital, where 1 should be more carefully attended. 
iVIy meditation was employed in concerting with 
myself some method of revenge against Squire 
O’Donnell and his inamorata, whom I looked upon 
as the authors of my misfortune; when Miss (who 
was not at home at my arrival) entered my cham¬ 
ber, and, saying she was sorry for the aeeidenl that 
had befallen me, asked if 1 suspected any body 
to be the assassin : upon which 1 fixed my eyes 
stedfastly ujxni her, and answered, “Yes.” She 
discovered no symptom of confusion; but r(*j>Iied 
hastily, “If that be the case, why don’t you take 
out a warrant to have him apprehended? It will 
cost but a trifle ; if you have no money, I’ll lend 
you.” This frankness not only cured me of my 
suspicion with respect to her; but cv(*n staggered 
my belief with regard to the captain, of whose guilt 
1 resolved to have further proof before 1 should 
enterprise any thing in the way of revenge. I 
thanked her kindly for her generous off'er; which, 
however, 1 had no occasion to aceejit, being deter¬ 
mined to do nothing rashly : for though J could 
plainly perceive the person who attacked me to be 
a soldier, whose face 1 thought was familiar to me, 
1 could not swear with a safe conscience to any par¬ 
ticular man ; and, granting I could, my prosecution 
of him would not much avail. 'Hiis uncertainty I 
pretended, lest the captain, hearing from lier that I 
knew the ]H*rson who wounded me, might think 
proper to withdraw before I could be in a condition 
to reijuite him. In two days 1 was up, and able to 
do a little business, so that Mr. Lavement made 
shift to carry on his practice, without hiring another 
journeyman in my room, llie first thing 1 at¬ 
tempted towards a certain discovery of my secret 
enemy, was to get into O’DonneU’s apartment while 
he was abroad in an undress, and examine his 
sword, the point of which being broke off, 1 applied 
the fragment that was found sticking in my body, 
and found it answered the fractured part exactly. 
There was no room left for doubt; and all that re¬ 
mained was :o fix upon a scheme of revenge, which 
almost solely engrossed my thoughts during the 
space of eight nights and days. Sometimes 1 was 
tempted to fall upon him in the same manner as he 
had practised upon me, and kill him outright. But 
this assault my honour opposed as a piece of 
barbarous cowardice, in which he was not to be 
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imitated. At other times I entertained thoughts of 
demanding satisfaction in an hononralde way ; hut 
was diverted from this undertaking by considering 
the uncertainty of the event, and tlie nature of the 
injury he had done me, which did not entitle him 
to .sucli ea.sy terms. At last 1 determined to pursue 
a middle course; and actually put my design in 
execution after this manner. Having secured the 
assistance of Strap and two of his aciiuaintance 
whom he could depend ujion, we provided ourselves 
with disguise.s, and I caused the following letter to 
be delivered to him by one of our associates in 
livery one Sunday evening. 

“ Sill,—If I may be allowed to judge from appcaraiu'c, it 
will not be tHsagTeeable to you to hear that niy husbutid is 
gone to Bag.shot to visit a patient, and will not return nil 
to-inorrow night, ko tiiat if you have any tlung to propose 
to me (.IS your behaviour on many occasions has Rceininl to 
insinuate), you will do well to embrace the pri'sent opportu¬ 
nity of hceing “ Youth, &’c.” 

Tills letter was signed witli the name of an aj>o- 
tliccary s wife who lived in (dielsea, of wiiom I 
lijid heard O’Donnell was an admirer. Every tiling 
succeeded to our wish. 1’hc amorous hero huvSt- 
ened towards tlie place of iissignation ; and was 
encountered by us in the very place where he had 
tiiisaulted me. We rushed upon him ail at once, 
secured Ills sword, strippt*(l off his clothes evtm to 
tlie skin, w hieh we scourged willi nettU's till he was 
blistered from h(;ad to foot, notwithstanding all the 
eloquence of liis tears and sui)plieations. \Vh(*n 1 
was satisfied with the strijjcs J had bestowed, we 
carried off his clothes, which we hid in a hedge 
near the place, and M\ him stnrit naked to find Ins 
way home in (lie best manner he eonld, M’hiie I 
took care to be (here before him. I afterwards 
underslo<Kl, (hat, in his way to the lodgings (»f a 
fnend wdio lived in tlie .skirts of the town, he was 
picked up ])y the watch, who carried him to the 
Round-house, from whence he sent for dollies to hi.s 
lodgings ; and next morning arrived at the door In 
a chair, WTa})ped up in a blanket he had borrow'C'd ; 
for lii.s body w'as so son* and swelled, that he could 
not bear to be confined in his w-earing apjKirel. Jle 
vvas treated with the utmost tenderness by my mis¬ 
tress and lier daughter, who vied with each otiier 
in their care and attendance of him ; but Lavement 
hini.s('If could not forbear expressing his joy, by 
several malicious grins, while lie ord(Td me to 
prepare an unguent for his sores. As to myself, i 
nol>ody can doubt my gratification when 1 had every ] 
day an opjiortunity of seeing my rcvimge protracted 
on the body of my adversary, by the ulcers of wdiich 
J hud been tht* cause; and indeed 1 not only en¬ 
joyed the satisfaction of having flayed him alive, 
hut another also whicli I liad not foresei'n. The 
story of Ills lieing attacked and stripped in sueli a 
place having been inserU'd in the news, gave infor¬ 
mation to those who found his clothes next day 
whither to bring them; and accordingly he retrieved 
evt'ry tiling he had lost, except a few letters, among 
which was that which I had writ to him in the name 
of the apothecary’s wife. This and the others, which, 
it seems, w'ere all on the subject of love (for this 
Hibernian hero was one of those jieoplc who arc 
called fortune-lmnters), fell into the hands of a 
certain female author, famous for the scandal she 
has jmhlished, who, after having embellished them 
wilh some ornaments of her own invention, gave 
them to the town in print. 1 was very much shocke<l 
an reflecting, that 1 might possibly be the occasion 


of a whole family’s unhappiness, on account of the 
letter 1 had written; but was eased of that ap¬ 
prehension, wlien I understood that the Chelsea 
apothecary had commenced a law-suit against the 
printer for defamation ; and looked upon the whole 
as a piece of forgery committed by the author, who 
had disappeared. But whatever might be bis 
opinion of the matter, our two ladies seemed to 
entertain a different idea of it: for, as soon as the 
pamphlet appeared, 1 could perceive their care of 
their patient considerably diminish, until at last it 
end(*d in total neglect. It was imjwssible for him to 
he ignorant of this change, any more than of the 
ot'ca-sion of it; but as he was conscious to himself 
of having deserved worse tluin contempt at their 
hands, he was glad to come ofF so cheaply, and con¬ 
tented himself with muttering curses and threats 
against the afiotheeary, who, us he imagined, having" 
got an inkling of the appointment ’with his wife, had 
taken revenge of him in the manner described. By 
the time he got a now scarf skin, his character was 
Ix'comc so notorious, that lie thought it high time 
for him to decamp ; and his retreat he performed in 
one night without beat of drum, after having rob¬ 
bed his own servant of every thing that belonged 
to him, except the clothes he had on his back. A 
few <lays after he disapiiearcd, Mr. Lavement, for 
his own security, took into custody a large old 
trunk whi<di he had leO; and, as it was very heavy, 
made no qnestion tlmt the contents ’uere suftieient 
to indemnify him for what O'Donnell owed in 
lodging. But a month being elapsed M'ithout hear¬ 
ing any tidings of this adventurer, and my master 
being impatient to know M’liat tlie trunk contained, 
he ordered me to break it open in his jiresenee, 
wiiieii task I performed with, the pestle of our great 
mortar,and discovered,tolus inexpressible astomsh- 
ment and mortification, a hea]) of stones. 

About this time iny friend Strap informed mt 
of an otter he iiad to go abroad with a geutlenum, 
in quality of valet de chambre, and at the same 
time assured me, that whatt'UT advantage he might 
ju’opose to himsi’lf from this prospect, he could 
not hear the thoughts of jiarting from me; so 
much -was he attached to my fortune. In spite 
of all the obligations 1 owed to this poor honest 
fellow, ingratitude is so natural to tlie heart of 
man, that I began to he tired of his acquaintance; 
and now that 1 had contracted other friendships 
which a])]>cared more creditable, was even asliamed 
to si*e a journeyman barber inquiring after nu* w ith 
tile familiarity of a companion. 1 iherefore, on 
pretence of consulting bus welfare, insisted upon 
liis aeceyuing the projmsal, which he at last de¬ 
termined to embrace with great reluctance; and 
in a few days took his leave of me, shedding a 
flood of tears, which 1 could not behold without 
emotion. I now Ix'gan to look upon myself as a 
gentleman in reality—learned to dance of a French¬ 
man whom 1 had cured of a fashtonahle distemper— 
fr(*quented plays during the liolidays—became the 
oracle of an alehouse, where every disymte was re¬ 
ferred to my decision—and at length contracted an 
acquaintance with a young lady, who found nietuis 
to make n conquest of my heart, and upon whom I 
prevailed, after much attendance and solicitation, to 
give me a promise of marriage. As this beautiful 
creature passed for a rich heiress, I ble.ssed my good 
fortune, and was actually on the point of.crowning 
all my wishes by matrimony; when one morning 
1 went to lier lodgings, and her maid being abroad. 
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took the privilege of a bridegroom to enter her 
chamber, where, to my utter confusion, I found her 
m bed with a man. Heaven gave me patience and 
presence of mind enough to withdraw immediately 
and I thanked my stars a thousand times for thi 
happy discovery, by which I resolved to profit so 
much as to abandon all thoughts of marriage for 
the future. 


CHAPTER XXL 

Squire Gawky comes to lodge with my Master—Is involved 
in a troublesome AlHtir, out of which he is extricated by 
me—He marries my Master’s Daughter—They conspire 
against me—I am found guilty of Theft—Discharged— 
Deserted by my Friends—I hire a Hoorn in St. Giles’s— 
Wliere, by accident, 1 find tbe Lady ti> whom I made my 
Addresses in a miserable condition—[ relieve her. 

While I enjoyed myself at large in this temper of 
mind, Mr. Ijuveraent lot his first floor to my coun¬ 
tryman and acquaintance, Squire Gawky, who, by 
this time, had got a lieutenancy in the army, and 
such a martial ferocity in his appearance, that T 
was afraid he would remember what had liappencd 
between us in Scotland, and atone for his breach of 
appointment then, by his punctuality now ; but, 
whether be had actually forgot me, or was willing 
to make me believe so, he betrayed not the least 
symptom of recognition at sight of me, and T re¬ 
mained quite cured of iny apprehension ; though 1 
had occasion, not long after, to bo convinced that, 
howsoever his externals might bo altered, he was 
at bottom the same individual Gawky whom T have 
already described, h'or, coming home late one 
night from the house of a patient, I heard a noise 
in the street, and, as I approached, perceived two 
gentlemen in custody of throe watchmen. The 
prisoners, who were iiiisorably disfigured with dirt, 
complained bitterly of the loss of their hats and 
wigs; and one of them, whom, by bis tongue, 1 
knew to be a Scotchman, lamented most piteously, 
offering a guinea for his liberty, which the watch¬ 
man refused, alleging that one of his companions 
was wounded grievously, and that he must stand to 
the consequence. My projudiw* in favour of iny 
country was so strong, that I could not bear to see 
anybody belonging to it in distress, and therefore, 
with one blow of my faithful cudgel, knocked down 
the watchman who had hold of the person for whom 
1 was chiefly concerned. He was no sooner dis¬ 
engaged, than he betook himself to his heels, and 
left me to maintain the dispute as T should think 
proper; and, indeed, 1 came off' but seurvily; for, 
before 1 could avail myself of my speed, I received 
a blow on the eye from one of the other two, that 
had well nigh depnve<l me of the use of that organ. 
However, 1 made shift to get home, where 1 w'as 
informed of Captain Gawky’s being robbed an<l 
abused by u company of footpads, and was ordered 
by my master to j)ri‘pare an emollient glyster and 
paregoric draught, in order to allay and coTni)ose 
the ferment of his spirits, occa.sioncd by the barba¬ 
rous treatment he had undergone, while he took 
twelve ounces of blood from him immediately. 
When I inquired into the particulars of this adven¬ 
ture, and understood, by the servant, that he came 
in just before me, without hat and wig, T made no 
scruple of believing him to be the person 1 had re¬ 
leased, and was confirmed in iny belief upon hear¬ 
ing his voice, to which, before that event, I had 


I been so long a stranger. My eye being considerably 

I swelled and inflamed, I could not reflect upon my 
enterprise without cursing my own folly, and even 
resolving to declare the truth of the whole story, in 
order to be revenged on the cowardly w retch, for 
whom I had suffered, iiocordingl^, next day, after 
he had told, in the presence of my master, his wife, 
and daughter, who came to visit him, a thousand 
lies concerning the prowess he had shown in making 
his escape, 1 ventured fo explain the mystery, and, 
calling in the evidence of my contugicd eye, up¬ 
braided him with cowardice and ingratitude, 
jrawky was so astonished at this discourse, that he 
:ouId not answer one word; and the rest of the 
company stared at one another ;* till, at length, my 
rnkstress reprimanded me for my insolent behaviour, 
and threatened to turn me away for ray jjresump- 
tion. Upon whicli Gawky, having recollected 
bimself, observed, as the young man might have 
Tiislaken another person for him, he could forgive 
lis insinuations, more especially as he seemed fo 
have suffered for his civility; but advised me to be 
more certain in my conjectures for the future, be¬ 
fore 1 ventured to publish them to the prejudice of 
any man. Miss applauded the captain’s generosity 
in pardoning one who had so villainously aspersed 
him, and T began to imagine her praise was not at 
ill disinterested. But the ajiothecary, w ho, perhaj)s, 
lad more penetration, or less partiality, than his 
wife and daughter, differed from them in his senti¬ 
ments of the matter, and expressed himself to me 

II the shop in this manner: “Ah! mon pauvre 
^{oderiquel you ave more of de veracite dan of de 
irudence—bot mine vife ami dater be diablement 
lage, and "Mons. Ic Capitaine iin fanfaron, pardieu 1” 
ihis culogium on his wife and daughter, though 
ipoken ironically by him, was, nevertheless, hte- 
■allyjust; by espousing the cause of Gawky, the 
>ne obliged a valuable lodger, and the other acquired 
a husband at a juncture when one was absolutely 
lecessary ; for the young lady, finding the effects 
)f her correspondence with O’Donnell becoming 
plainer and ])lainer every day, insinuated herself so 
artfully into the affection of this new lodger, that 
in less than a fortnight, on pretence of going to a 
play, they drove away together to the >'lect,w’here 
hey were coupled; from thence removed to a 
bagnio, where the marriage w’as consummated ; 
and in the morning eaine home, where they asked 
*ier father’s and mother's blessing. The prudent 
)arents, notwithstanding the j)recipitation with 
vvhich the match was carried on, did not think fit 
0 refuse their approbation ; for the apothecary was 
lot ill pleased to find his daughter married to a 
young man of a good prospect, who had not men¬ 
tioned to him one syllable on the article of her 
dowry ; and his wife was rejoiced at being rid of a 
rival in her gallants, and a spy upon her pleasures. 
Nor was 1 without self-enjoyment at this event, 
when 1 reflected upon the revenge 1 had unwit¬ 
tingly taken upon my enemy, in making him a 
cuckold by anticipation. But I little dreamed what 
X storm of mischief was brewing against me, whilst 
1 thus indulged my.sclf. Whatever face Gawky 
put on the matter, iny discovery of the adventure 
before related, and the reproaches 1 vented against 
him, had stung him to the soul, ani cherished the 
seeds of enmity so strongly in his breast, that he, it 
seems, impaited his indignation to his wife, w’ho being 
as desirous as himself to compass the ruin of one 
that not only slighted her caresses, but was able on 
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4‘7 occasion to discover particulars not at all od 
Itenta^eous to her character, readily joined in a 
bonspiracy against me, which, had it taken effect 
as they expected, would infallibly have brought me 
to an Ignominious death. 

My mastt‘r having several times missed large 
quantities of medicines, of which 1 could give no 
iceount, at last lost all patience, and, in plain terms, 
axed me with having embezzled them for my own 
ise. As I could only oppose my single asseveration 
o his suspicion, he told me one day, “ By gar, your 
rord not be give me de satisfaction—me find neccs- 
aire to ehercher for my medicine, pardonnez mol — 
i faut ehercher—me demand le clef of your coftre 
i eettc heure.” Then raising his voice to conceal 
he fright he was in, lest I should make any oppo- 
ition, he went on, “Oui, foutre, I charge you rcudoz 
c clef of your eotfre—moi—si, uioi qui vous parlc.” 
was fired with so much resentment and disdain at 
liis aceusation, that 1 burst into tears, which he 
ook for a sign of my guilt; and, pulling out my 
x*\%told him he might satisfy himself immediately, 
hough he would not find it so easy to satisfy me 
or tile injury my reputation had suffered from his 
iiijiist suspicion, lie took the key, and mounted 
ip to my ehuinher, attended by the whole family ; 
uying, “He bien, nous verrons—nous verrons.” 
Jut what was my horror and amazement, whcTi, on 
ptuiing my chest, he pulled out a handful of the 
ery things that were missing, and pronounced, 
All ha! vous eles hien veuua-i«-mardie,Mous. lio- 
erique, you be fort innocent.” 1 had not power 
.} utter one word in my own vindication, but stood 
lotionless and silent, while everybody present 
lade their resjieetive remarks on what ajipeared 
gainst me. The servants said they were sorry for 
ly misfortune, and went away repeating, “ Who 
^otild have thought it?” My mistress took occa- 
lon, from this detection, to ril against the practice 
femployingstrangersin general; andMrs.Gawky, 
rter having observed that she never had a good 
pillion of my fidelity, proposed to have me carried 
eforo a justice, and committed to JJewgate imme* 
iatcly. Her husband was actually upon the stairs 
1 his way for a constable, when Mr. Lavement, 
nowing (he cost and trouble of a prosecution to 
■liieh he must bind himself, and at the same time 
reading lest .some particulars of my conlessioii 
light affect his practice, culled out, “ liestez, mon 
is! restez, it be veritablemcnt one grand crime 
'hieh dis pauvre diable have committed —hot jx'ul- 
(re de good God give him de penitence, and me 
ill not have upon mine head de blood of one sin- 
er.” The captain and his lady used all the 
hnstian arguments their zeal could suggest, to 
revaii on tht? apothecary to pursue me to destriic- 
on, and represented the injustice he did to the 
immunity of which he was a member, in letting a 
illain escape, who would not fail of doing zn(ftre 
uschief ill the world, when he should reflect on 
IS coming off so easily now. But their eloquence 
lade 110 impression on my master, who, turning to 
le, said, “ Go, miserable, go from mine house, 
nick, quick—and make reparation for your nuiu- 
aise actions.” By this time my indignation had 
i^iis(‘d me from the stupefaction in which 1 had 
itherto remained, and I began in this manner: 
Sir, appearances, I own, condemn me; but you 
rc imposed upon as much as I am abused. I have 
illen a sacrifice to the rancour of that scoundrel,” 
oiuting to Gawky, “who has found means to 


convey your goods hither, that the detection of them 
might blast my reputation, and accomplish my 
destruction, liis hatred of me is owing to a con 
sciousness of his having wronged me in iny own 
country; for which injury he, in a cowardly manner, 
refused me the satisfaction of a gentleman. He 
knows, moreover, that I am no stranger to his das¬ 
tardly behaviour in this town, which I have re¬ 
counted before; and he is unwilling that such a 
testimony of his ingratitude and pusillanimity should 
live ujion the earth, i'or this reason he is guilty 
of the most infernal malice to bring about my ruin. 
And 1 am afraid, madam,” turning to Mrs. Gawky. 

“ you have too easily entered into the sentiments of 
your husband. I have often found you iny enemy, 
ind am well acquainted with the occasion of your 
being so, which I don’t at present think proper to 
declare; but I would not advise you, for your owui 
sake, to drive me to extremity.*’ This address 
enraged her so much, tliat, with a face as red as 
scarlet, and the eyes of a fury, she strutted up to 
me, and, putting her hands on her sides, spit in my 
face, saying 1 was a scandalous villain, but she 
defied iny inaliee; and that, unless her papa would 
prosecute me like a thief as 1 was, she would not 
■stay another night under his roof. At the same 
lime Gawky, assuming a big look, told me he 
scorned what lies I could invent against him; but 
that, if I pretended to asperse his wife, he would 
)ut me to death, by G—d. I’o this threat 1 an- 
wered, “I M'ish to God I could meet with thcc in 
a desert, that 1 might have an opportunity of 
'lunisliing thcc for thy perfidy towards me, and rid 
he world of such a rascal. What hinders me this 
moment,” said 1, seizing an old bottle that stood by, 
‘from doing myself that justice ?” 1 had no sooner 
armed myself in this manner, than Gawky and his 
father-in-law retired in such a hurry, that the one 
overturned the other, and they rolled together down 
stairs; while my mistress swooned away with fear; 
and her daughter asked if I intended to murder 
her ? I gave her to understand, that nothing was 
farther from my intention; that 1 would leave her 
,0 the stings of her own coiiseieneo, but was firmly 
resolved to slit her husband’s nose, whenever for- 
une should offer a convenient opportunity. Then 
?oing dow'n stairs, 1 met liavement coming up 
.reiiibling with the pestle in his hand, and Gawky 
[lehind, armed with his sword, pushing him forward. 

L demanded a parley, and having assured them of 
my pacific disposition, Gawky exclaimed, “ Ah! 
dllaiii! you have killed my dear wife.” And the 
ajiotheeary cried, “ Ah! co(iuin ! vere is my shild?” 

“ The lady,” said I, “ is nhove stairs, unhurt by me, 
and will a few months hence, I believe, reward 
our concern.” Here she called to them, and de- 
iired they would let the w retch go, and trouble 
hemselves no further about him. To 'which re- 
juest her father consented, observing, nevertheless, 
hat iny conversation was fort inysterieuse. Find- 
ng it impossible to vindicate my innocence, 1 left 
he house immediately, and went to the school- 
naster, ■with an intention of clearing myself to him, 
nd asking his advice with regard to my future 
conduct; but, to my inexpressible vexation, was 
.old he was gone to the country, where he would 
tay two or three days. I returned with a design 
>f consulting some acquaintances I had acquir(‘d in 
ny master’s neighbourhood; but my story had 
taken air, through the oificiousness of the servants, 
and not one of my friends would vouchsafe me 8 
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hearing. Thus 1 found myself, by the iniquity of 
mankind, in a much more deplorable condition than 
ever: for though T had been formerly as poor, my 
reputation was without blemish, and my health un¬ 
impaired till now; but at present itiy good name 
was lost, my money gone, my friends were alien¬ 
ated, my body was inlected by a distemper con¬ 
tracted in the course of an amour, and iny faithful 
Strap, who alone could yield me pity and assistance, 
absent I knew not where. 

The first resolution 1 could take in this m(flan- 
choJy conjuncture, was to remove niy clothes to 
the house of the person with whom I had formerly 
lodged, where I remained tw’o days, in hopes of 
getting another place, by the interest of Mr. (lou- 
conlance, to whom I made no doubt of being able 
to vindicate my character; but iu this supposition 
I reckoned without my host, for Lavement took 
care to be beforehand with me, and when latUunpted 
to explain the whole affair to the schoolmasU'r, T 
found him so prepossessed against me, that he would 
scarce hear me to an end ; but when I had finished 
my justification, shook his head, and beginning with 
his usual exclamation, “ O (-h—st!”Baid, “That 
won’t go down with me. I am very sorry I should 
have the misfortune of being concerned in the affair, 
but, however, shall be more cautious for the future. 
L will trust no man from henceforward—no, not 
my father who begat me—nor the brother who 
lay with me in my mother’s womb. Should Daniel 
rise from the dead, I would think him an impostor, 
and were tlie genius of Truth to appear, w'ould 
<|m‘stion its veracity.” 1 told him, that one day it 
was possible he might he convinced of the injury 
1 had suffered, and repent of his premature deter¬ 
mination. To which remark he answered, the 
proof of my innocence would make his bowels to 
vibrate with joy; “ but till that shall happen,” 
continued he, “ X must beg to have no manner of 
connexion with you—my reiuitation is at stake—() 
my good God! I shall be looked upon as your 
accomplice and abettor—jjeople will say Jonathan 
Wild was but a type of me—boys will hoot at me 
as I jKiss along, and the cinder-wenches belch forth 
reproaches wafted in a gale impregnated with 
gin—I shall be notorious—the very butt of slander 
and cloak of infamy.” 1 was not in a humour to 
relish the climax of expressions upon which this 
gentleman vahu'd himself in all his discourses; hut, 
without any ceremony, took my leave, cursed with 
every sentiment of horror which my situation could 
suggest. I considered, however, in the intervals of 
my desiiondence, that I must in some shape suit 
my expense to tny calamitous circumstunees ; and 
with that view' hired an apartment in a garret near 
St. Giles’s, at the rate of nine-pence per wet‘k. In 
this place I resolved to jicrform my own cure, 
having first pawned three shirts to purchase medi¬ 
cines and support for the occasion. 

(.)ne day when I sat in this solitary retreat, 
musing upon the unhappiness of my fate, I was 
alarmed by a groan that issued from a chamber 
contiguous to mine, into whicli J immediately ran, 
and found a woman stretched on a miserable truckle 
bed, without any visible signs of life. Having applied 
a smelling bottle to her no.se, the blood began to 
revisit her cheeks, and she opened her eyes; but, 
good heavens 1 what were the emotions of my soul, 
when I discovered her to be the same individual 
lady who had triumphed over my heart, and to 
whose fate I had almost been inseparably joined! 


Her deplorable situation filled my breast with com 
passion, and every tender idea reviving in iny 
imagination, I flew into her embrace. She knew 
me immediately; and, straining me gently in her 
arms, slied a torrent of tears, which I could not 
lielp increasing. At length, casting a languisliing 
nook at me, she pronounced, with a feeble voice, 
“ ])ear Mr. Random, I do not deserve this concern 
at your hands. I am a vile creature who had a 
base design upon your person ; suffer me to expiate 
that and all my other crimes by a miserable death, 
which will not fail to overtake me in a few hours.” 
I encouraged her as much as I could; told her I 
forgave all her intentions Avith regard to me; and 
that, although my circumstances were extremely 
low, I would share my last farthing with her. ]n 
the mean time, begged to know the immediate cause 
of that fit from which had just recovered, and 
said, X would endeavour by my skill to prevent any 
more such attacks. She seemed very much affi'eted 
with this expression, took my liund and pressed it 
to her lii>s, saying, “You are too generous !—1 wish 
I could live to exi)ress niy gratitude; but alas I I 
perish for want.” Then, shutting her cy<‘s, she 
rclajised into another swoon. Such extremity of 
distress must have awaked the most obdurate 
heart to sympathy and compassion. What effect, 
then, must it have had on mine, that 'wits naturally 
prone, to every tender passion? f ran down stairs, 
and sent my landlady to a chemist’s shop for some 
cinnamon water; while J, returning to this un¬ 
fortunate creatarc‘’s chamber, used all the means in 
my ])Ower to bring her to herself, 'riiis aim, with 
mueliditfieulty, I aecoinplished, atid made her drink 
!i glass of the cordial to recruit her spirits ; then I 
prepared a little mulled red wim* and a toast, which 
having taken, she found herself thoroughly revived, 
and infornu'd me, tliat she had not tasted food for 
eight and forty lumrs before. As 1 was impatient 
to know tlie occasion and nature of her calamity, 
she gave me to tinderstand, that she was a woman of 
the town by profession: that, iu the course* of her 
adventures, she found herself dangeroiLSly infected 
with a distemper to which all of her class are 
jiarticularly subject; that her malady gaining ground 
every da), she became ioathsomc to her.self ami 
offensive to others ; when she resolved to retire to 
some obscure corner, where she might be cured 
Avitli as little noise and (‘xjiense as pos.sibic; that 
she had accordiugly chosen this place of retreat, 
and put herself into the hands of an advertising 
doctor, who having ileeeed her of all the money she 
had, or could iirocure, left her three days ago in a 
Averse condition than that iu which he found her: 
that, except the clothes on her hack, she had pawned 
or sold every thing that belonged to her, to sati.sfy 
that rapacious quack, and (juiet the clamour of her 
landlady, who still persisted in her threats to turn 
her out into the street. After having moralized 
upon these pjirticulars, I propo-sed that she should 
lodge in the same room with me, an expedient that 
Avould save some money ; and assured her X would 
undertake her cuiv as well as my oA^'n, during 
which she should partake of all the coiiA'cnienccs 
that I could afford to myself. She einX'raced my 
offer witli unfeigned acknowledgment; and I began 
to put it in justice immediately. X found in her not 
only an agreeable companion, whose conversation 
greatly alleviated my chagrin, but also a careful 
nurse, who served me with the utmost fidelity and 
affection. One day, while I testified my surprise 
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that a woman of hcT beauty, good sense, an. 
education (for she had a large portion of <'aeh' 
could he reduced to such an infamous and miserahl 
way of life as that of a prostitute,—she answensi 
with a sigh, “These very advantages were the 
Cause of my undoing.” This remarkable reply 
inflamed my curiosity to such a degree, that I 
begged she would favour me with the particulars 
of her story, and she complied in these words :— 


on AFTER XXII. 

The History of Miss Williams. 

Mv father was an eminent merchant in the city, 
who, having in the course of trade suffered very 
considerable losses, retired in his old age, with his 
wife, to a small estate in the country, which he had 
jiurchased with the remains of his fortune. At 
that time I, being but eiglit years of age, was left in 
town for the eonvenienec of education, boarded 
witli an aunt, who wa.s a rigid I'resliyteriau, and 
who confined me so closely to what she called the 
duties of religion, that, in time, 1 grew weary of 
her doctrines, and by degrees eoneeived an aversion 
for the good books she daily recommended to my 
jierusal. As I inereiused in age, and appeared with 
a jierson not disagreeable, T contracted a good deal 
of acquaintance among my own sex, one of whom, 
after having lamented the restraint 1 was under 
from the narrowness of my aunt’s sentiments, told 
me, I must now throw off the jirejudiees of ojiinion 
imbibed under hitr influence ti'nd cxamjile, and 
learn to think for myself; for which puriiose she 
advised me to read Shaftesbury, Tindal, Hobbes, 
and all the books that are remarkable for their 
deviation from the old way of thinking, and, by 
comparing one with another, I should soon be able 
to form ii system of my own. 1 followed her 
advice; and, whether it was owing to my pre¬ 
possession against what 1 had fonuerly read, or the 
clearness of argument in these my new instructors, 
I know not, but I studied them with pleasure, and 
in a short time became a professi'd Ereelhinker. 
Proud of my new improvement, I argued in all 
companies, and that with such success, that I soon 
acquired the reputation of a iihilosojiher, and few 
Iieople durst undertake me iu a disiratc. T grew 
vain upon my good fortune, and at length pretended 
to make my aunt a proselyte to my opinion; but 
she no sooner perceived my drift, than, taking the 
alarm, she wrote to my father an account of my 
heresy, and conjured him, as he tendered the good 
of my soul, to remove me immediately from the 
langcrous place where I had contracted such sinful 
principles. Accordingly my father oi-dered me info 
the country, where 1 arrived in the fifteenth year 
ot my age; and, by his command, gave him a detail 
of all the articles of my faith, which he did not 
find so unreasonable* as they hiid been represented. 
Pmding myself suddenly deprived of the com])any 
and pleasures of the town, I grew melancholy, 
and It -was some time before 1 could relish my 
situation. But solitude became every day more and 
more familiar to me; and 1 consoled myself in my 
retreat with the enjoyment of a good library, at 
such times as I was not employed in the manage¬ 
ment ot the family^ (for my mother had been dead 
three years), in visiting, or some other parly of 
rural diversion. Having more imagination than 


judgment, I addicted myself too much to poetry 
and romance; and, in short, was looked upon os a 
very extraordinary person by every body in the 
country where I resided. I had one evening 
strayed, with a book in my hand, into a w'ood that 
bordered on the high road, at a little distance from 
my father’s house, when a certain drunken squire 
riding by perceived me, and crying, “ Zounds I 
there’s a charming creature 1” alighted in a mo¬ 
ment, caught me in his arms, and treated me so 
rudely, that I shrieked as loud as I could ; and, in 
the mean time, opposed his violence with all the 
strength that rage and resentment could inspire. 
During this struggle, another horseman came uj), 
who, seeing a lady so unworthily used, dismounted, 
and flew 1o my assistance. My ravisher, mad with 
disappointment, or provoked with the reproaches of 
the other gentleman, quitted me, and, nmniug to 
his horse, drew a ])istol from the saddle, and flred 
at my protector, who happily receiving no damage, 
went up, and, with the butt end of his whip, laid 
him prostrate on the ground, before he could use 
ho other, which his antagonist immediately seized, 
md clapping to the sejuire’s breast, ihr<*atened to 
mt him to death for his cowardice and treachery, 
n this diUunma I intcrjiosed ami begged his life, 
which was granted to my request, after ho had asked 
liardon, and swore his intention was only to obtain 
i kiss, Tlowever, my defender thought proper to 
unload the other pistol, and throw away the flints, 
loforc he* gave him his liberty. This courteous 
itranger conducted mo home, where my father 
aving learned the signal service he had done mo, 
oaded him with caresses, and insisted on his hiding 
hat night at onr house. If the obligation he had 
oriferred upon me, justly inspired me with senti- 
iients of gratitude, Ins ajipearance and conversation 
■leemed to entitle him to somewliat more. He was 
bout the agt* of two and twenty, among the tallest 
f the tniddle size; had ehe.stnnt coloured hair, 
rhieh he wore tied up in a ribbon; a high polished 
orc'liead, a nose inclining to the aipiiline, lively blue 
■yes, red pouting lips, teeth as w'hite as snow, and a 
■ertain openness of eountenUnee—hut w’hat need I 
leserihe any more particulars of his person? 1 hope 
ou will do me the justice to believe f do not flatter, 
dieri J say he was tlie exact resemblance of yon ; 
nd, if T had not been well acquainted wulli his 
amily and pedigree, I should have made no scruple 
if eoneluding that you was his brother. Ho spoke 
ttle, and seemed to have no reser\'e ; for what he 
aid w’as ingenuous, sensible, and unoouimon. In 
hort, said she, bursting into tears, he was formed 
or the ruin of our sex. His behaviour was modest 
nd respectable; hut his looks were so significant, 
hat 1 could easily observe he secretly blessed the 
)ocasion that introduced him to my acquaintance. 
►Ve learned from his discourse that he was the 
Iciest son of a wealthy gentleman in the neighbour- 
lood, to whose name we wen* no strangers; that he 
lad been to visit an acquaintance in the country, 
Vom w'hose house he was returning home when 
y shrieks brought him to my rescue. All night 
ng my imagination formed a thousand ridiculous 
xpectations. 'I’hevc; was so much .>f knight- 
•rrantry in this gentleman’s coming to the relief of 
damsel in distress, with whom he immediately 
ecamc enamoured, that all I had read of love and 
bivali*y recurred to my fancy, and I looked upon 
lyself as a princess in some region of romance, 
ho, being delivered from the power of a brutal 
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^iant or satyr by a generous Oroondates, was bound 
in gratitude, as well^ led by inclination, to yield 
my affections to him without reserve. In vain did 
I endeavour to chas^tise these foolish conceits, by 
reflections more reasonable and severe. The 
amusing images took full possession of my mind, 
and my dreams represented my hero sighing at my 
feet in the language of a despairing lover. Next 
morning after breakfast he took his leave, when my 
father begged the favour of further ac(juaintance 
with him; to which reejuesthe replied by a com¬ 
pliment to him, and a look to me so full of elo¬ 
quence and U'lidemcss, that my whole soul received 
the soft impression. In a short time he repeated 
his visit; iiiid, as a recital of the particular steps 
he pursued to ruin me would be too tedious and im¬ 
pertinent, let it suflicc to say, he made it his business 
to insinuate himself into my esteem, by convincing 
me of his own good sense, and at the same time 
flattering my understanding. Thistask he performed 
in the most artful manner, by seeming to contradict 
me often through misapprehension, that I might 
have an opportunity of elearing myself the more 
to my own honour. Having thus secured my good 
opinion, he began to givu; me some t()kens of a 
particular jiassion, foiintled on a veneration for the 
qualities of my mind, au<l,as an accidental ornament, 
admired the beauties of my person ; till at length, 
being fully persumled of bis coinpiest, he chose a 
proper setison for the theme, and diselosod his love 
m U*rms so ardent and sineere, that it was impossible 
for me to disguise tlie sentiments of my heart, and 
he received my approbation with the most lively 
transport After this mutual declaration, wc con¬ 
trived to meet more frcqu'mlly, in private interviews, 
where wc enjoyed the eoiiversation of one another, 
in all the elevation of fancy and impatience of hope, 
that reciprocal adoration can inspire, lie professed 
his honourable intentions, of which I made no 
question, lamented the avaricious disposition of his 
father, who had destined him for the arms of 
another, and vowed eternal fidelity with such an 
appeanuice of candour and devotion, that I became 
a dupe to his diTcit, and, in an evil hour, crowned 
his eager desin* with full possession.—(.^.ursed l)e 
the day on which I gave away my innoegnee and 
peace for a motjientary gratification, which has 
entailed upon me such misery and horror! cursed 
he ray beauty, that first attracted the attention of my 
seducer! cursed he my education, that, by refining 
my sentiments, made rny heart the more susceptible! 
cursed be my good sense, that fixed me to one object, 
and taught me the preference 1 enjoyed was but my 
due 1 Had I been ugly, nobody would have tempted 
me ; had I been ignorant, the charms of my j)crson 
would not have atoned for the coarseness of my 
conversation ; had I been giddy, my vanity would 
have divided my inclinations, and my ideas would 
have been so diffused, that T should never have 
listened to the enchantments of one alone. 

But, to return to my unfortunate story ; "wc gave 
a loose to guilty pleasure, which, for some months, 
banished every other concern. At last, by degrees, 
his visits became less frequent, and his behaviour 
less warm. I perceived his coldness—my heart 
took tlie alarm—my tears reproached him—and 1 
insisted upon the performance of his promise to 
espouse me, tliat, wliatever should hxippcn, my 
reputation might be safe. He seemed to acquiesce 
in my proposal, and left me on pretence of finding 
a proper clergyman to unite us in the bands of 


wedlock. But, alas! the inconstant had no intention 
to return. I waited a whole week with the utmost 
impatience; sometimes doubting his honour, at 
other times inventing excuses for liiin, and con¬ 
demning myself for harbouring the least suspicion 
of his faith. At length I understood from a gen¬ 
tleman who dined at our house that this perfidious 
wretch was on the point of setting out for London 
with his bride, to buy clothes for their approaching 
nuptials. 'Iliis information distracted mel the 
m<»re so, as 1 found myself some months gone with 
child, and reflected that it would be impossible to 
conceal my disgrace, which would not only ruin 
the character I had acquired in the country, hut 
also bring the gray hairs of an indulgent parent 
with sorrow to the grave, liage took possession of 
iny soul; T denounced a thousand imprecations, 
and formed as many schemes of revenge against the 
traitor who had undone me! 'I'heu my resentment 
would subside into silent sorrow, X recalled the 
tranquillity 1 had lost, 1 wept over my infatuation, 
and sometimes a ray of hope would intervene, wtd 
and for a moment cheer my drooping heart; 1 
would revolve all the favourable circumstances of 
his character, repeat the vows he made, ascribe his 
absenee to the vigilance of a suspicious father, w'lio 
compelled him 1o a match his soul abhorred, and 
comfort myself with the expectation of seeing him 
before the thing should be brought to tiny terms of 
agreement. But how vain was my imagination! 
The villjiin left me ^vithout remorse; and in a few 
days the news of his marriage was sjjread all over 
the country. My horror was then inconceivable! 
and had not the desire of revonge diverted th(> re¬ 
solution, I should infallibly have put an end to my 
miserable life. My father observed the symplonis 
of my despair; xmd, though 1 have good roai^on to 
believe he guessed the cause, was at a great deal of 
pains to seem ignorant of my nfflictiou, while he 
eiidcavonred, with paternal fondness, to alleviate 
my distress. I saw his concern, which iiKTeast*d 
my anguisli, mul raised my fury against the author 
of my calamity to an implacable degree. Having 
fiirnished injself with ii little money, I imide an 
elopement from this unhappy ])arent in the night¬ 
time, and about break of day arrived at a small 
town, from whence a stage coaeli set out for Ijon- 
don, in which 1 embarked, and next day alighted 
in town; the spirit of revenge having supported me 
all the way against every other reflection. My 
first care was to hire a lodging, in which T kept 
myself very retiro<l, having assunu'd a feigned 
name, that my chanictor and situation might be 
the bettor concealed. It was not long before 1 
found out the house of my ravisher, whither J im • 
mediately repaired in a transport of rage, deter¬ 
mined to act some desperate deed for the satisfaction 
of my despair, though the hurry of my spirits 
would not permit mo to concert or resolve upon a 
particuhir plan. When I demanded admission to 
Lotliario (so lei me call him), I was desired to send 
up my name and business; but this I refused, 
telling the porter I had business for his master's 
private ear. Upon which 1 was conducted into a 
parlour until he should be informed of my request, 
'rherc 1 remained about a quarter of an hour, wher 
a servant entered, and told me his master was en¬ 
gaged with company, and begged to be excused at 
that time. My tem’j»cr could hold out no longer; 
I pulled a poignard from my bosom where X had 
concealed it, and, rushing out, flew up stairs like a 
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fury, exclaiming, “Where is this perfidious villain! 
coiild I once plunge this dagger into his false heart, 
I should then die satisfied.” The noise I made 
alarmed not only the servants, but the company 
also, who, hearing my threats, came forwards to 
the staircase to see what was the matter, 1 was 
seized, disarmed, and withheld by two footmen; 
and, in this situation, felt the most exquisite tor¬ 
ture in beholding my undoer approach with his 
young wife. I could not endure the sight, was de¬ 
prived of my senses, and fell into a severe fit, 
during which I know not how I was treated; but 
when I recovered the use of reflection, found myself 
on a bed in a paltry apartment, where I was at¬ 
tended by an old woman, wlio asked a thousand 
impertinent questions relating to my condition ; 
and informed me that my behaviour had thrown 
the whole family into confusion; that Lothario 
affirmed I was mad, and proposed to have inc sent 
to Bedlam; but my lady persuaded herself there 
was more in iny conduct than he cared should he 
known, and had taken to her bed on bare suspicion, 
having first ordered that 1 should he narrowly 
looked to, I heard all she said without making 
any other reply than desiring she would do me the 
favour to call a chair; but this, she told me, could 
not be done without her master’s consent, which, 
however, was easily procured, and I was conveyed 
to my own lodgings in a stale of mind that baffles 
all description. The agitation of my thoughts pro¬ 
duced a fever, which brought on a miscarriage; 
and I believe it is well for my conscience that Hea¬ 
ven thus disposed of my burden ; for, let me own to 
you with penitenoe and horror, if I had brought a 
living child into the world, my frenzy would have 
prompted me to sacrifice the little innocent to my 
resentment of the father’s infidelity. | 

After this event my rage abated, and my hate 
beeame more deliberate and calm ; when, one day, ' 
my landlady informed me that there was a gentle- j 
man below who desired to see me, he having some¬ 
thing of consequence to impart, which he was sure | 
would contribute to my j.>eaee of mind. 1 was ex- ! 
ceedingly alaraied at this declaration, which } 
attempted to interpret a thousand ways; and before 
1 came to any determination he entered iny room, 
with an apology for intruding upon me against my 
kn<)wledg(* or consent. I suiweyed him some time, 
and not being able to recollect his face, demanded, I 
with a faltering accent, whnt his business was with | 
me? Upon which be desired I would give him a 
j)articular audience, and he did not doubt of eom- 
munieating something that would conduce to my 
satisfaction and repose. As I thought myseb suf¬ 
ficiently guarded against any violence, I granted 
his request, and bid the woman withdraw. The 
stranger, tlien advancing, gave me to understand 
that he was well acquainted with the particulars of 
my story, having been informed of them from Ix)- 
thario’s own mouth; that, from the time he knew my 
misfortunes, he had entertained a detestation for the 
author oi them; which had of late been increased and 
inflamed to a desire of revenge, by a piece of dis¬ 
honourable conduct towards him; that, hearing of 
my melancholy situation, he had come with an inten¬ 
tion of offering his assistance and comfort, and was 
ready to espouse my quarrel, and forthwith take ven¬ 
geance on my seducer, provided I would grant him 
one consideration, which, he hoped, I should see no 
reason to refuse. Had all the artifice of hell been em¬ 
ployed in composing a persuasive, it could not have 


had a more instantaneous or favourable effect than 
this discourse had upon me. I was transported with 
a delirium of gloomy joy; I hugged my companion 
in my arms, and vow ed, that if lie would make good 
his promise, my soul and body should be at his 
disposal. The contract was made; he devoted 
himself to my revenge, undertook to murder Lo- 
tliario that very night, and to bring me an account 
of his death before morning. Accordingly, about 
two of the clock, he was introduced into my chamber, 
and assured me my jierfidious lover was no more; 
that, although lie was not entitled to such an honour¬ 
able proceeding, he had fairly challenged him to 
the field, where lie upbraided him with his treacliery 
towards me, for whom, he told me, his sword was 
drawn, and after u lew piisses left him weltering in 
his blood. 1 was so savaged by my wrongs that I 
delighted in the recital of this adventure, made him 
repeat the particulars, feasted jny eyes with the 
blood that remained on bis clothes and sw'ord, ana 
ielded up niy body as a recompense for the service 
e had done me. My imagination wius so engrossed 
w’ith these ideas, that in iny sleep I dreamed Lothario 
appeared before me, pale, mangled, and bloody, 
blamed my rashness, protested his innocence, and 
pleaded his owm cause so pathetically, that 1 was 
convinced of his fidelity, and waked in a fit of hor¬ 
ror and remorse. My bedfellow endeavoured to 
sooth, console, and persuade me that J had but 
barely done justice to myself. I dropped asleep 
again, and the same apparition ndumed to my fancy. 
In short, 1 passed the night in great misery, and 
looked upon my avenger with such ahliorrence, 
that in the morning, perceiving iny aversion, he 
insinuated there was still a possibility of Lothario’s 
recovery; it was true he left him wounded on the 
ground, but not quite dead; and perhaps his hurts 
might not be mortal. At these words 1 started up, 
hade him fly for intelligence, and, if he could not 
bring me tidings of Lothario's safety, at least con¬ 
sult his own, and never retuni, for J was resolved 
to surrender myself to justice, and declare all that 
T knew of the affair, that, if possible, I might ex¬ 
piate my own guilt, by incurring the rigours of a 
sincere repentance and ignominious death. He 
very coolly represented the unreasonableness of my 
prejudice against him, who had done nothing but 
what his love of me inspired, and honour justified; 
that now he had, at the risk of his life, been sub¬ 
servient to my revenge, 1 was about to discard him * 
as an infamous agent occasionally necessary ; and 
t’.'at, even if ho should be so lucky as to bring news 
of Lotliario’s safety, it was probable my former re¬ 
sentment might revive, and 1 would upbraid him 
of having failed iu his undertaking. 1 assured him 
that, on the contrary, he should be dearer to me 
than ever, as 1 then sliould be convinced he acted 
more on the priuciplos of a'man of honour than on 
those of a mercenary assassin, and scorned to take 
away the life of an adversary, how inveterate 
soever, which fortune had put in his power. “Well, 
then, madam,” said he, “ whatever may have hap¬ 
pened, 1 shall find it no difficult mutter to acquit 
myself in point of honour.” And took his leave, 
in order to inquire into the consequences of his 
duel. I was now more sensible than ever of the 
degrees of guilt and misery; all the affliction I had 
suffered hitherto was owing to my own credulity 
and weakness, and my conscience could not accuse 
me of venial crimes; but now that I looked upon 
myself as a murderer, it is impossible to express 
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the terrors of my imapnation, which was inccs 
Rantly haunted by the image of the deceased, am 
my bosom stung with the most exquisite agonies 
of which I saw no end. At length Horatio (for si 
I shall call my keeper) retuniei and, telling me 
had nothing to fear, delivered into my hands 
billet containing these words : 

“ Madam, —As I understand it is of consequence to youi 
peace, 1 take tins liberty to inform you, that tlie wounds tc 
ceived from Horaiio are not mortal. This satisfaction my 
humanity could not deny, even to a person who has endea¬ 
voured to disturb the repose, as well as destroy the litc ol 

“ Lothario. 

Being well acquainted with this hand, I had no 
reason to suspect an imposition in this letter, whicl 
I read over in a transport of joy, and caressed 
Iforatio so much that he appeared tfie happiest man 
alive. Thus was I won from despair by the menaces 
of a greater inislbrtune than that which depressed 
me. Griefs are like usurpers, the most jiowerful 
deposes ail the rest. But my raptures were not 
lasting; that veiy letter whieli, in a manner, re¬ 
established my tranquillity, in a little time banished 
iny peace. His unjust reproaches, Avhilo they waked 
my resentment, recalled luy former happiness, and 
filled my soul with rage and sorrow. Horatio, 
perceiving the situation of my mind, endeavoured 
to divert my chagrin, by treating me with all tlie 
amusements and entertainments of the town. 1 
was gratified with every indulgence I eould desire, 
introduced into the company of other kefit inis- 
tresso.s, by whom unoomnion deference was paid to 
me; and X began to lose all rein'irnbrunre of my 
former condition, when an accident brought it back 
to my view, with all its interesting circumstances. 
Diverting myself one day with some newspajicrs, 
which I had not before ]>erusod, the following ad¬ 
vertisement attracted my attention;— 

“ Whereas, a young gentlewoman disappeared 

from her father’s house, in the county of-, 

about the end of September, on account, as is sup¬ 
posed, of some uneasiness of mind, and has not been 
as yet beard of. Whoever will give any information 
about her to Mr.-, of Gray’s Inn, shall be hand¬ 

somely rewarded; or if she will return to the arms 
of lier disconsolate parent, she will be received 
with the utmost tenderness, whatever reason she 
may have to think otherwise, and may ho the means 
of prolonging the life of a father, already weighed 
down almost to the grave with age and sorrow.” 

Tliis pathetic remonstrance had such an effect 
on me, that 1 was fully resolved to return, like the 
prodigal son, and implore the forgiveness of him ■ 
who gave me life; but, alas! upon inquiry, 1 found 
he had paid his debt to nature a month before, 
lamenting my absen<*e to his last hour, having left 
his fortune to a stranger, as a mark of bis resent¬ 
ment of my urikiml and undutiful behaviour. Pene¬ 
trated with remorse on this occasion, 1 sunk into the 
most profound melancholy, and considered myself as 
the immediate cause of his death. 1 lost all relish for 
company, and indeed most of iny acqiutintance no 
sooner perceived my change of temper than they 
abandoned me. Horatio, disgu.stcd at my insensi¬ 
bility, or, w'hicli is more probable, cloyed with pos¬ 
session, became colder and colder every day, till at 
last he left me altogether, without making any 
aj^lo^y for his conduct, or securing me against the 
miseries of want, as a man of honour ought to have 
done, considering the share he had in my ruin; 
for I afterwards learned that the quarrel between 


Lothario and him was a story trumped up to rid the 
one of my importunities, and give the other the 
enjoyment of my person, w'hich, it seems, he lusted 
after, upon seeing me at the house of my seducer. 
Keduced to this extremity, I cursed my simplicity 
uttered horrid imprecatious against tlic treachery 
of Horatio; and, us I became every day more 
familiarized to the loss of innocence, resolved to be 
revenged on the sex in general, by practising their 
own arts upon themselves. Nor was an oppor¬ 
tunity long wanting; an old gentlewoman, under 
j>retouee of sympathizing, visited me, and, after 
having condoled me on my misfortunes, and pro¬ 
fessed a disinterested friendslup, began to display 
the art of her occupation in encomiums on inj 
beauty, and invectives against the wretch who Imd 
forsaken me; insinuating withal, that it avouIU be 
my own inult if 1 did not still make my fortune In 
the extraordinary qualifications with which nature 
iiad endowed me. J soon understood her drift, and 
gave her such encouragement to explain hersidf, 
tliat we came to an agreement immediately to di¬ 
vide the profits of iny prostitution accruing from 
such gallants as she should introduce to iny ac¬ 
quaintance. The first stroke of my dissimulation 
was practised upon a oertani judge, to whom 1 was 
recommended by this matron as an innocent erea- 
lUre just arrived from the country'. He was so 
ransporled with my aiipeurance and feigned sim- 
dicify, that he paid a hundred guineas for the pos- 
.essioii of me for one night only, during which I 
jehaved iu such a manner tis to make him per¬ 
fectly well pleased with liis purchase. 


CIIATTEU XXIII. 

Uie is interrupted by a liuUiH', who arrests and carries her to 
the MarjsliaJsca—I accompany her—liruiK WitnesHcs tt* 
]>rove she n nut the person named in tiie Writ—’J’hc Hat- 
iill is fain to give her a Prescnl, and discharge Iter- We 
shift our Lodging—She rchuines her Story, and ends il— 
My IlcflectioiiK thereupon—She makes me acquainted wir}j 
the Progress of a Common Woman of tlic Town—Resolve.s 
to quit that way of iifc. 

If.k stoiy was here interrupted by a rap at tlie door, 
'liich I no sooner opened, than ihree or lour ter- 
hle fellows rushed in, one of whom accosted my 
eliotv-lodger thus: “Madam, your servant, jou 
lust do me the favour to come along with me—J 
ave got a writ against you.” Wliile the bailiff, 
or so he was, spoke thms, his followers surrounded 
he prisoner, and began to handle her very roughlj. 
This treatment incensed me so much, that 1 snateh- 
d uj) the poker, and would certainly have used it 
n defence of the lady, without any regard to the 
;trengtli and number of her adversaries, liad she 
tot begged me, with a composure of countetianee 
or which I could not account, to use no violence 
1 her behalf, which could be of no service to her, 
lut might be very detrimental to myself. Then, 
uming to the leader of this formidable troop, she 
lesired to see the writ, and having perused it, said, 
with a faltering voice, “ lam not the person whose 
^ame is here mentioued ; arrest me at your peril.” 
Ay, ay, madam,” replied the catchpole, “weshall 
trove your identity. In the mean time, whether 
will ^ou be pleased to be carried to my house, or 
o jail?” “ If I must be confined,” said she, “ I 
would rather be in your house than in a common 
'atl.” “Well, well,’' answered he, “ if you haw 
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^onc*v enough in your pocket, }’-ou shall be entcr- 
^tained like a princess.” But when she acquainted 
him with her poverty, he swore he never gave ere* 
, dit, and ordered one of his niyrniidons to call a 
’■couch, to carry her to the Marshalsea at once, 
Wltile they waited for the convenience, she took 
me aside, and bade nu* be under no concern on her 
account, for she knew how to extricate herself from 
this difliculty very soon, and, pcrhajis, gain some¬ 
thing by the occ^ision. Although her discourse was 
a mystery to me, 1 was very well pleased with her 
assurance, and when the coach came to the door, 
oftered to accompany her to prison ; to which pro- 
jwsal, after nmeli entreaty, she consented. When 
we arrived at the gate of the Marshalsea, our con¬ 
ductor alighted, and having demanded entrance, 
presented the writ to the turnkey, who no sooner 
l)ereeived the name of Kiiscaheth Cary, than lie cried, 
Ah, hah! iny old acquaintance, Bett!—lain glad to 
see thee with all my heart.” So saying, he opened 
the coach door, and helped her to dismount; but 
when h<* observed her faee, he started back, saving, 
“ Zounds I who have we got here ?” The bailitf, 
alarmed at this interrogation, cried, with some emo¬ 
tion, “Who the devil should it be, but the prisoner, 
Klixaheth Cary?” The turnkey replied, “That 
Kiizubcth Oary!—I'll be d—d if tliut’s Elizabeth 
Cary, more tliaii my grandmother. I)—n my blood, 
J know Belt Cary as w'ell as if I had made her.” 
Here the lady thought tit to iiUerpt)sc, and tel! the 
catchpole, if he Inul taken her word for it at first, 
he might have saved himself and her a great deal of 
trouble. “ It may he so,” answ'iTcd lie, “hut, by 
(t— d, ril have further evidence that you are not 
the i>erson before you and 1 part.” “ Yes, yes,” 
sal<l she, “ you sliall have further evidence to your 
cost.” Tlien we a<Ijouni<*d into the lodge, aiid 
called for a bottle of wine, where my companion 
wrote a direction to two of her acquaintance, and 
begged the favour of me to go to their lodgings, 
and request tlicm to come to lier immediately. 1 
found tliem together at a hou.se iti Bridges Street, 
Drury l.rane; and as tliey w’ere luckily unengaged, 
they set out with me in a hacknc}-coach, without 
hesitation, after 1 had related the circumstances of 
the affair, which flattered them with the hopes of 
seeing a bailiff trounced; for there is an antipathy 
as natural between the whores and builitts, as that 
subsisting between iniee and cats. Accordinglii, 
w'h(*n they entered tlie lodge, tliey embraeed the 
jirisOTier very aflectioiiatidy by the name of Naney 
Williams, and asked how long she had been nablied, 
and for what? On hearing tlie particulars of her 
adventure repeated, they offered to swear before a 
justice of jieaee. tiiat she was not the ])erson men¬ 
tioned in the writ, whom, it seems, they all knew ; 
but the bailiff, who Avas by this time eonvineed of 
his mistake, told them that he would not put them to 
that trouble. “ Ladies,” said he, “ there's no harm 
done; you shall give me leave to treat you with an¬ 
other bottle, and then we'll part friends.” This 
pro])osal was not at all relished hy the ‘sisterhood; 
and Miss Williams told him, sure he did not imagine 
her such a fool, as to be satisfied with a paltry glass 
of sour wine. Here the turnkey interrupted her, 
by affirming with an oath, that the wine was as 
good as ever was tipped over thngue. “ Well,” 
continued she, “ that may be, but was it the best of 
champa^e, it is no recompense for the damage 1 
have suffered both in charaeter and health, by being 
wrongfully dragged to jail. At this rate, no inno¬ 


cent person is safe, «ince an officer of justice, out c 
malice, private pique, or mistake, may injure anc 
oppress the subject with impunity. But, than! 
heaven, 1 live under the protection of laws that wU'. 
not sufler sueli insults to pass unpunished, and I 
know very well how to procure redress.” Mr. Vul- 
ture, (for that was the bailiff’s name,) finding he had 
to deal with one who would not bo imposed upon, 
began to look very sullen and perplexed, and lean¬ 
ing his forehead on his hand, entered into a delibe¬ 
ration with himself, wliich lasted a few minutes, and 
then broke out in a volley of dreadful curses against 
the old b—eh, our landlady, as he called her, for 
having misinformed him. After much wrangling 
and swearing, the matter was referred to the deci¬ 
sion of the turnkey, w'ho, calling for the other bottle, 
mulcted the bailiff in all the liquor that had been 
drank, coaeh-hirc, and a couple of guineas, for the 
use of the plaintiff. The money was immediately 
deposited; MissWilliamsgratified thetwoevidences 
W’ith one half, and, putting the other in her [Kjcket, 
drove home with me, leaving the catch]>oIe grum¬ 
bling over liis loss, yet pleased in the main, for 
having so cheaply got clear of a business that might 
have cost him ten times the sum, and his place to 
boot. This guinea was a very seasonable relief to 
us, who were reduced to great necessity, six of my 
shirts, and almost ail my clothes, except those on 
my hack, having l)ecD either pawned or sold for 
our maintCTuinee before this happened. As aac re¬ 
sented Uie liehavioiir of our landlady, our first care 
Avas to ]>rovide ourselves with nnothor lodgiiig, 
AA hither w e removed the next day, with an intention 
to keep ourselves as retired as possible, until our 
euro should be completed. When we were fixed in 
our nuAA' liahitatinn, I entreated her to finish the 
story of her Hie, A^hich she pursued in this manner: 

The success of our experiment on the judge, 
encouraged us to practise the same deceit on others, 
and my virginity was five times sold to good juir- 
jiosc. But this harvest lasted not long, my charac¬ 
ter taking air, and my directress dcs<‘rting me for 
some new game. Then I took hwlging.s near Cha¬ 
ring Cross, at tAA o guineas per week, and began to 
entertain company in a public manner; hut my 
income being too small to defraj my expen.»;e, I 
was obliged to retrencli, and enter into articles 
■with llie iiorlers of certain taverns, who undertook 
to find enijiloyment enough for me, provided I 
would share my profits Avith them. Accordingly, I 
Avas almost every night engaged with company, 
iunor.g •whom I was exposed to every mortification, 
danger, and abuse, that floAV from dnmkenness, 
hriitalitv, and disease. How miserable is the con¬ 
dition of a courtezan, Avhose business it is to i(X)the, 
suffer, and obey the dictates of rage, insolence and 
lust! As my spirit was not suffuMently humbled to 
the will, nor niy tem])or calculated for the coii- 
A-'ersation of my gallants, it was impossible for me 
to overcome an aversion I fi'lt for my profession, 
which manifested itself in a settled gloom on my 
countenance, and disgusted those sons of mirth and 
riot so much, that Iaaius frequently used in a shock¬ 
ing manner, and kicked down stairs with disgrace. 
The messengers seeing me disagreeable to their 
benefactors and employers, seldom troubled me 
with a call, and I began to find myself almost to¬ 
tally neglected. To contribute towards my support, 
I -wuis fain to sell my watch, rings, trinkets, with 
the best part of my clothes ; and I was one evening 

E 
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musing by myself on the misery before me, when 
I received a message from a bagnio, whither I 
repaired in a chair, and was introduced to a gen¬ 
tleman dressed like an officer, with wliom I supped 
in a sumptuous manner, and, after drinking a hearty 
glass of champagne, went to bed. In tin; morn¬ 
ing, when 1 awoke, 1 found my gallant had got up, 
ani drawing aside the curtain, could not perceive 
him in the room. This circumstance gave me some 
uneasiness; but as he might have retired on some 
necessary occasion, 1 waited a full hour for his re¬ 
turn, and then in tlic greatest perplexity rose up, 
and run^thc bell. When the waiter came to the 
door he found it locketl, and desired admittance, 
which 1 granted, after observing, with great sur¬ 
prise, that the key remained on the inside, as when 
we went to bed. 1 no sooner inquired for the caj)- 
tain, than the fellow, staring with a distracted look, 
cried, “llow, madam I is he not a-bed?” And 
when he was satisfied as to that particular, ran into 
a closet adjoining to the chamber, the window of 
which he found open. Through this the adven¬ 
turer had got upon a wall, from whence he dropped 
down into a court, and escaped, leaving me to be 
answerable, not only for the reckoning, but also for 
a large silver tankard and posset bowl, w'hich he 
had carried off with him. It is impossible to de¬ 
scribe the consternation I was under, when I saw 
myself detained as a thief’s accomplice; for I was 
Vooked upon in that light, and carried before a jus¬ 
tice, Avho, mistaking my confusion for a sign of 
guilt, committed me, after a short examination, to 
Rridewell, having advised me, astlie only means to 
save my life, to turn evidence, and impeueh my 
eoutederato. I now concluded the vengeance of 
Heaven* had overtaken me, and that I must soon 
finish my career by an ignominious death. This 
reflection sunk so deep into my soul, that I was for 
some days deprived of my reason, and actually be¬ 
lieved myself in hell, tormented by fiends: indeed, 
there needs not a very extravagant imagination to 
form tliat idea; for, of all the scenes on earth, that 
of Bridewell approaches nearest the notion T had 
always entertained of the infernal regions. Here 1 
saw nothing but rage, anguish, and impiety; and 
heard nothing but groans, curses, and bla,sphemy. 
In the midst of this hellish crew, 1 was subjected 
to the tyranny of a barbarian, who imposed u])oii 
me tasks that 1 could not possibly perform, and 
then punished my incapacity with tlie utmost ri¬ 
gour and inhumanity, iwas often whipjjcd into a 
swoon, and lashed out of it, during which miserable 
intervals I wsis robbed by my fellow-prisoners of 
every thing about me, even to my cap, shoes, and 
stockings: I was not only destitute of neeessaiMes, 
but even of food; so that my wretchedness was ex¬ 
treme. Not one of my acquaintance, to whom 1 
imparted my situation, would grant me the least 
succour or rcgfird, on pretence of my being com¬ 
mitted for theft; and my landlord refused to part 
with some of my own clothes, which 1 sent for, be¬ 
cause I was indebted to him for a week’s lodging. 
Overwhelmed^th calamity, I grew desperate, and 
resolved to put an end to my grievances and life 
together: for this purpose I got up in the middle of 
the night, when I thought every body around me 
asleep; and fixing one end of iny handkerchief to 
a large hook in the ceiling, that supported the 
scales on which the hemp is weighed, 1 stood upon 
a chair, and making a noose on the other end, put 
my neck into it, with an intention to hang myself; 


but before I could adjust the knot, I was surprised 
and prevented by two women who had been awake 
all tlie while, and suspected my design. In the 
morning iny attempt was published among the })ri- 
soncTS, and punished with thirty stripes; the pain 
of which co-operating with my disappointment and 
disgrace, bereft me of iny senses, and threw me 
into an ecstasy of madness, during which 1 tore the 
flesh from my bones with my teetli, and dashed 
my head against the pavement; so tliat they were 
obliged to set a watch over me, to restrain me from 
doing further mischief to myself and others. This 
fit of frenzy continued three days, at the end of 
which I grew calm and sullen ; hut, as the desire of 
making away with myself still remained, I came to 
u determination of starving myself to death, and 
with that view rel'used all sustenance. AVhether it 
was owing to the w'ant of ojijiosition, or to the 
weakness of nature, I know not, hut on the second 
day of my fast, 1 fomid my resolution considerably 
impaired, and the calls of hunger almost insupport¬ 
able. At this critical conjuncture, a lady was 
brought into the prison, with whom I had con¬ 
tracted an acquaintance while I lived with Hora¬ 
tio : she was then on the same footing as 1 was, hut 
afterwards quaiTclling with her gallant, and not 
finding another to her mind, altered her scheme of 
life, and set up her coffee-house among the hundreds 
of Drury, witere she entertained gentlemen with 
claret, arrack, and the choice of hall* a dozen of 
damficls, who lived in her house. This serviceable 
matron liaving neglected to gratify a certain justice 
for the connivance she enjoyed, was indleted at the 
quarter sessions, in eonsequence of which her bevy 
was dis]>ersed, and herself committed to Bridewell. 
She liad not been long there, before she learned my 
disaster, and coming up to me, after a compliment 
of condolence, inquired into the particulars of niy 
fate. While we were engaged in discourse toge¬ 
ther, the master came and told me, that the fellow 
on whose account I had buffered, was taken; that 
he had confessed the theft, and cleared me of any 
concern in the affair; lor which reason, he, the 
master, hud orders to discharge me; and that I 
was from that moment free, 'riiis j»icee of news 
soon banished all thoughts of death, and had such 
an instantaneous effect on my countenance, that 
Mrs. Coupler (the lady then present), hoi>ing to 
find her account in me, very gimerously offered to 
furnish me with what necessaries I wanted, and 
take me into her own house, as soon as she should 
eompromise matters with the justices, ’fhe eon- 
ditioms of her offer were, that 1 should j)ay three 
guineas weekly lor my board, and a n^asonahle 
consideration besides for the use of such clothes 
and ornaments as she should supply me with, to be 
deducted from the first i>rofits of my cinbraces. 
These were hard tenris; but not to be rejected by 
one who was turned out helpless and naked into the 
w'idc world, without a friend to pity or assist her. 
I therefore embraced her ])roi>osal; and she being 
bailed in a few hours, took me home with her in a 
coach. As 1 was by this time conscious of having 
fonnerly disgusted my admirers by my reserved 
and haughty behaviour, I now endeavoured to con¬ 
quer that disposition; and the sudden change of 
my fortune giving me a flow of spirits, 1 appeared 
in the most winning and gay manner 1 could as¬ 
sume. Having the advantage of a good voice and 
education, I exerted my talents to the uttermost, 
and soon became the favourite with all company 



RODERICK RjVNDOM. 


5L 


This success alarmed the pride and jealousy of 
Mrs. Coupler, who could not bear the thoughts of 
being eclipsed; she therefore made a merit of her 
envy, and whispered among the customers that I 
was unsound. There needed no more to ruin my 
reputation, and blast my prosperity ; every body 
shunned me with marks of aversion and disdain; 
and, in a very short time, I was as solitary as ever. 
Want of gallants was attended with want of money 
to satisfy my malicious landlady, who, having pur¬ 
posely given me credit to the amount of eleven 
pounds, took out a writ against me, and 1 was ar¬ 
rested in her own house. U'hough the room was 
crowded with people, when the bailiff entered, not 
one of them had compassion enough to mollify my 
prosecutrix, far less to pay the debt. They even 
laughed at my tears; and one of them bade me be 
of good cheer, for I should not want admirers in 
htewgute. At that instant, a sea lieutenant came 
in, and seeing my plight, began to inquire into the 
circumstances of my misfortune; when this wit ad¬ 
vised him to keep clear of me, for T was a fire-ship. 

** A fire-ship!” replied the sailor, “more like a 
poor galley in distress, that has been hoarded by 
such a fire-ship us you ; if so he as that is the case, 
she stands in m{)re need of assistance. IJark’ee, 
my girl, how far have you over-run the constable?” 

I told him, that the. debt aTuounted to eleven 
j>ound8, besides the expense of the writ—“ An’ that 
be all,” said he, “ you shan’t go to the bilboes this 
bout.” And taking out his purse, paid the money, 
discharged the bailiff, and telling me I luul got into 
the wrong port, advised me to seek out a more 
convenient harbour, where 1 could he safely hove 
df)wn, for which purpose he made mo a ])resent of 
five guineas more, I was so touched with this sin¬ 
gular piece of generosity, that, for some time, I had 
not power to thank him. However, as soon a.s I 
had recollected myself, I begged the favour of him 
to go with me to the next tavern, where 1 explained 
the Tiature of my disaster, and convineed him of 
the falsehood of what was reported to my prejudice 
so efFectually, that he from that moment attached 
liimself to me; and we lived in great harmony to¬ 
gether, until he was obliged to go to sea, where he 
pcrish(‘d in a storm. 

Having lost mv benefactor, and almost eonsumed 
the remains of his iHUinty, 1 saw myself in danger 
of relapsing into my former necessity, and began 
to he very uneasy at the prosjiect of bailiffs and 
jails; when one of tlie sisterhood, a little stale, ad¬ 
vised me to take lodgings in a part of the' town 
where 1 was unknown, and pass for an heiress, by 
whieh artifice I might entraj) somebody to be my 
husband, who would possii)!y he able to allow me a 
liandsoine inaint<‘nanee, or at worst screen me from 
the dread and danger of a ])rT8on, by becoming 
liable for wliatever debts I should contract. I ap¬ 
proved of this scheme, towards the execution of 
whicli my companion clubbed her wardrobe, and 
undertook to live with me in <juality of my maid; 
wdth the proviso, that she should be reimbursed, 
and handsomely considered out of the profits of my 
success. She was immediately detivchod to look out 
for a convenient place, and that very day hired a 
genteel apartment in l*ark. Street, whither I moved 
m a couch loaded with her baggage and my own. 
I made my first appearance in a Iduc riding-habit 
trimmed with silver; and my maid acted her part 
BO artfully, that, in a day or two, ray fame was spread 
all over toe neighbourhood, and I was said to be a 


rich heiress just arrived from the country. ITiig 
report brought a swarm of gay young fellows about 
me; but I soon found them out to be all indigent 
adventurers like myself, who crowded to me like 
crows to a carrion, with a view of preying upon my 
fortune. 1 moThtained, however, the appearance of 
wcdlth us long as possible, in hopes of gaining some 
admirer more for iny purpose; and at length at¬ 
tracted the regard of one who would have satisfied 
my wishes; and managed matters so well, that a 
day was actually fixed for our uujitials. In the in¬ 
terim, he begged leave to introduce an intimate 
friend to me; which retjuest I could not refuse. 

1 had the extreme mortification and surprise to see 
next night, in that friend, my old keeper, Horatio; 
who no sooner beheld me, than he changed colour; 
hut had jiresence of mind to advance, and salute me, 
bidding me, with a low voice, be under no appre¬ 
hension, for he would not expose me. In spite of 
this assurance, 1 could not recover myself so far as 
to entertain them, but withdrew to iny chamber, on 
pretence of a severe headache, to the no small con¬ 
cern of my adorer, who took his leave in the tenderest 
manner, and went off with his friend. 

Having imparted my situation to my companion, 
she found it high tune for us to decamp, and that 
without any noise, In'cause we were not only in¬ 
debted to our landlady, but also to several tradesmen 
in the neighbourhood. ()ur retreat, therefore, was 
concerted and executed in this mannerhaving 
packed up all our elotiies and movables in small 
])arcels, she, on pretence of fetching cordials for me, 
carried thtMii, at several times, to the house of an 
acquaintance, where she likewise procured a lodging, 
to which wc retired in the middle of the night, 
when every other body in the house was asleep. 1 
was now olfiiged to aim at lower game, and accord- 
ingly spread my net.s among tradesjieoplo; but found 
them all too i>lilegmatic or cautious for my art and 
attractions; till at last I became acquainted with 
you, on whom I practised all iny dexterity; not that 
1 believed you had any fortune, or expectation of 
one, hut that I might transfer the burden of such 
debts as I bad incuired, or should contract, from 
myself to another; and at the same time avenge 
myself of your sex, by rendering miserable one who 
bore such a resemblance to the wretch who ruined 
me; but Heaven preserved you from my snares, 
by the discovery you made, which was owing to the 
negligence of my maid in leaving the chamber door 
unlocked, when she w'ent to buy sugar for breakfast. 
The person in bed witii me was a gentleman, whom 
1 had allured the night before, as he walked liotne- 
w^ard, pretty much elevated with liquor; for by this 
time iny condition was so low, that 1 was forc<'d to 
turn out in the twilight in the streets, in hopes of 
prey. AVhen 1 found myself detected and forsaken 
by you, I was fain to move my^ lodging, and dw'ell 
two pair of stairs higher than before. l\Iy companion, 
being disappointed in her expectations, left mo, to 
trade upon her own bottom, and I had no other re¬ 
source than to venture forth like the owls in the 
dark, to pick up a precarious and uncomfortable 
subsistence. I have often sauntered between Imd- 
gate Hill and Charing Cross a whole winter night, 
exposed not only to the inclemency of the weather, 
hut likewise to the rage of hunger and thirst, with¬ 
out being so happy as to meet with one cjilly ; then 
creep up to my garret in a deplorable draggled con* 
dition, sneak to bed, and try to bury my appeHte 
and sorrows in sleep. When I lighted on some rake 
' i:2 



THE ADVENTURES OF 


5% 

or tradesman reeling home drunk, I frequently 
suffered the most brutal treatment, in spite of which 
1 was obliged to affect gaiety and good humour, 
though my soul was stung with resentment and dis¬ 
dain, and my heart loaded with grief and affliction. 
In the course of these nocturnal adventures, I was 
infected with the disease, that, in a short time, ren¬ 
dered me the object of my own abhorrence, and 
drove me to the retreat, where your benevolence 
rescued me from the jaws of death. 

So much candour and good sense appeared in this 
lady’s narration, that I made no scruple of believing 
every syllable of what she said; and expressed my 
astonishment at the variety of miseries she had un¬ 
dergone in so little time; for all her misfortunes had 
happened within the compass of two years. I com¬ 
pared her situation with my own, and found it a 
thousand times more wretched. I had endured 
hardships, ’tis true; my whole life had been a series 
of such; and when 1 looked forward, the prosjiect 
was not much bettered; but then they were become 
habitual to me, and consequently I conld bear them 
with less difficulty. If one scheme of life should 
not succeed, I could have recourse to another, and 
80 to a third, veering about to a thousand different 
shifts, according to the emergencies of my fate, with¬ 
out forfeiting the dignity of my character beyond 
u power of retrieving it, or subjecting myself wholly 
to the caprice and barbarity of the world. On the 
other hand, she had known and relished the sweets 
of‘prosperity ; she had been brought up under the 
wings of an indulgent parent, in all the delicacies 
to wiiieh her sex and rank entitled her; and, with¬ 
out any extravagotice of hope, entertained herself 
with the view of uniritemipted happiness through 
the whole scene of life. How fatal then, how tor¬ 
menting, how intolerable must her reverse of for¬ 
tune be! a reverse that not only robs her of these 
tixternal comforts, and plunges her into all the 
miseries of want, but also murders her peace of 
mind, and entails u])on her the curse of eternal in¬ 
famy! Of all pro'essions, 1 pronounce that of a 
courtezan the most dejdorable, and her of all courte¬ 
zans the most unhapj)y. She allowed my observation 
to be just in the main, hut at the same time affirmed, 
that, notwithstanding the disgraces which liad fallen 
to her share, she had not been so unlucky in the 
condition of a prostitute, as njany others of the same 
community. “1 have oilen seen,” said she, “while 
I strolled about the streets at midnight, a number 
of naked wretches reduced to rags and filth, huddled 
together like swine, in the comer of a dark alley ; 
some of whom, but eighteen months before, I had 
known the favourites of the town, rolling in affluence, 
and glittering in all the pomp of equii)age and dress. 
And indeed the gradation is easily conceived. The 
most fashionable woman of the town is as liable to 
contagion as one in a much humbler sphere; she 
infects her admirers, her situation is public ; she is 
avoided, neglected, unable to support her usual ap¬ 
pearance, which however she strives to maintain as 
long os possible; her credit fails ; she is obliged to 
retrench, and become a night-walker; her malady 
gains ground; she tampers with her constitution, 
and ruins it; her complexion fades; she grows 
nauseous to everybody ; finds herself reduced to a 
starving condition; is tempted to pick pockets; is 
detected; committed to Newgate, where she remains 
in a miserable condition till she is discharged, he- 
eanse the plaintiff will not appear to prosecute her. 


Nobody will afford her lodgings; the symptoms oi 
her distemper are grown outrageous; she sues to be 
admitted into an hospital, where she is cured at the 
expense of her nose; she is turned out naked into 
the streets, depends upon the addresses of the lowest 
class, is fain to allay the rage of hunger and cold with 
gin; degenerates into a brutal insensibility, rots and 
dies upon a dunghill. Miserable wretch tlmt I am I 
perhaps the same horrors are decreed for me! No,” 
cried she, after some pause, “Ishall never live to such 
extremity of distress! my own hand shall open a way 
for my deliverance, before I arrive at that forlorn 
period!” Her condition filled me with sympathy 
and compassion; 1 revered her qualifications, looked 
upon her as unfortunate, not criminal, and attended 
her with such care and success, that, in less than 
two months, her health, as well as my own, was per¬ 
fectly re-established. As wc often conferred upon 
our mutual affairs, and interchanged advice, a thou¬ 
sand different projects were fonned, which, upon 
further canvassing, appeared impracticable. Wv 
would have gladly gone to service ; but who would 
take us in without recommendation ? At lengtli an 
expedient occurred to her, of which she intemled to 
lay hold; and tliis was to procure, witli tlie first 
money she should earn, the homely garb of a country 
wench, go to some village at a good distance from 
town, and come up in a waggon, as a fresh girl for 
service; by which means she might be provided 
for in a manner much more suitable to her inclina¬ 
tion than her present way of life. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

I am reduced to (treat Misery—Assaulted on Tov’cr-htll by a 
Pro8H*(tang, who put me nn board a Tender—My usage 
tlicre—My arrival on board of the Thunder Man of tVar, 
where 1 am put in Irons, and alterwards relvahed by the 
good olliccs of Mr. Thomson, who revommends me as 
AstiistniiC to the Surgeon—He relates his own htory, and 
makes me acquainted with the Churnclurs of the Captain, 
Surgeon, and Tilst Mate. 

I APPLArnKT) the resolution of Miss Williams, who, 
a few days after, was hired in quality of bar-keeper, 
by one of the ladies who had witnessed in her be¬ 
half at the Marsliaisea, and who since that time 
liad got credit with a wine merchant, whose fa¬ 
vourite she was, to set up a convenient house of 
her own. ITiither my fellow-lodger repaired, after 
having taken leave of me with a torrent of teant, 
and a thousand protestations of eternal gratitude; 
assuring me, she would rcniidn in this situation no 
longer than she should pick up money sufficient to 
put her other design in execution. 

As for my own part, I saw no resource but the 
army or navy, between which 1 hesitated so long, 
that I found myself reduced to a starving condition. 
My sjiirit began to accommodate itself to my beg¬ 
garly fate, and I became so mean as to go dow'n 
towards Wapping, with an intention to inquire for 
an old sclux)liellow, who, 1 understood, bad got the 
command of a small coasting vessel, then in the 
river, and implore his assistance. Rut my destiny 
prevented this abject piece of behaviour; for, as I 
crossed Tower-whaif, a squat tawny fellow, with a 
hanger by his side, and a cudgel in his hand, came 
up to me, calling, “Yo, hot brother, you must 
come along with me.” As I did not like his ap¬ 
pearance, instead of answering his salutation, I 
quickened my pace, in hope of ridding myself of 
his company ; upon which he whistled aloud, and 
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immediately another sailor appeared before me, who 
laid hold of me by the collar, and began to drag me 
along. Not being of a humour to relish such treat¬ 
ment, I disengaged myself of the assailant, and witli 
one blow of my cudgel, laid him motionless on the 
ground; and perceiving myself surrounded in a trice, 
by ten or a dozen more, exerted myself with such 
dexterity and success, that some of iny opponents 
were fain to attack me with drawn cutlasses; and, 
alter an obstinate engagement, in which I received 
a large wound on my head, and another on my left 
elieek, I was disarmed, taken prisoner, and carried 
on board a pressing tender, where, after being 
pinioned like a malefactor, 1 was thrust down into 
the hold among a parcel of miserable wretches, the 
sight of whom well nigh distracted me. As the 
commanding officer had not humanity enough to 
order my wounds to be dressed, and I could not use 
my own hands, 1 desired one of my fellow captives, 
who was unfettered, to take a handkerchief out of 
mv iwcket, and tie it round my head to stop the 
bleeding. lie pulled out my handkerchief^ ’tis true; 
but, instead of ajiply it to the use for which 1 de¬ 
signed it, went to the grating of the hatchway, and 
with astonishing composure, sold it before my face 
to a bum-boat woman* then on board, for a quart 
of gin, with which he treated my companions, re¬ 
gardless of my circumstances and intreaties. 

I eompliiined bitterly of this robbery to the mid¬ 
shipman on deck, telling him at the same time, that 
iiiiiess my hurts were dressed, I should bleed to 
death. Jlut compassion was a weakness of which 
no man could justly accuse this ]>er&oii, who, squirt¬ 
ing a mouthful of dissolved tobacco upon me through 
the gratings, told me, I was a mutinous dog, and 
that ] might die and be d —d.” Einding there 
was no other remedy, 1 appealed to patience, and 
laid up this usage in my memory, to be recalled at a 
fitter season. In the mean time, loss of blood, 
vexation, tmd want of food, contributed, with the 
noisome stench of the place, to throw me into a 
swoon ; out of which 1 was recovered by a tweak 
of the nose, administered by the tar who stood 
sentinel over us, who at the same time regaled me 
with a draught of flip, and comforted me with the 
liopes of being put on board the Thunder next day, 
where 1 should be freed of my handcuffs, and cured 
of my wounds by the doctor. 1 no sooner heard 
him name the Thunder, than I asked il‘ he had 
belonged to that ship long? and he giving me to 
uiider.sland, he had belonged to her five years, 1 
iiHjuired if he knew lieutenant Bowling? “Know 
Lieutenant Bowling,” said he,—“odds my life I and 
tlial 1 do! and a good seamen he is, as ever stepp’d 
upon forecastle,—and a brave fellow as ever 
crack'd bisket;—none of your Guinea pigs,—nor 
our fresh-water, wdshy-washy, fiiir-weathcr fowls, 
lany a taught gale of wind has honest Tom Bowl¬ 
ing and 1 weathered together. Here’s his health 
with all my heart, wherever he is, aloft or alow— 
in heaven or in hell—all’s one for that—he needs 
not be ashamed to show himself.” I was so much 
affected with this eulogium, that I could not refrain 
from tellinj? him that J was Lieutenant BowUng’s 
kinsman; in conflequcnce of which connexion he 
expressed an inclination to serve me, and, when he 
was relieved, brought some cold boiled beef in a 
platter, and biscuit, on which we supped plentifully, 

• A bum*boat woman is one who sells bread, cheese, greens, 
nquor, and fresh provisions to the sailors, in a small boat that 
Ufts along-aidc the ship. 


and afterwards drank another can of flip together. 
While we were thus engaged, he recounted a great 
manv exploits of my uncle, who, I found, was very 
much beloved by the ship’s company, and pitied for 
the misfortune that had happened to him in His¬ 
paniola, which I was verj' glad to be informed was 
not so great as I imagined; for Captain Oakum 
had recovered of his wounds, and actually at that 
time commanded the ship. Having, by accident, 
in iny pocket, my uncle’s letter, written from Port 
Louis, 1 gave it to my benefactor, whose name was 
Jack llattlin, for his perusal; but honest Jack told 
me frankly he could not read, and desired to know 
the contents; which I immediately communicated. 
When he heard that part of it in w^hich he says he 
had writ to his landlord in Deal, he cried, “ Body 
o’me! that was old Ben Block—he was dead before 
the letter came to hand. Ey, ey, had Ben been 
alive, Lieutenant Bowling would have had no oc¬ 
casion to skulk so long. Honest Ben was the first 
man that taught liim to hand, reef, and steer.— 
Well, well, we must all die, that’s certain,—we 
must all come to port sooner or later—at sea, or on 
shore; we must be fa.st moored one day; death’s 
like the best bower anchor, as tb.e saying is, it will 
bring us ail up.” 1 could not but signify my ap¬ 
probation of the justness of Jack's reflections; and 
inquired into the occasion of the quarrel between 
Captain Oakum and my uncle; which he explained 
in this manner: “ (’uptain Oakum, to be sure, is a 
good man enough,—besides lie’s my commander 5 — 
hut what’s that to me ?—1 do my dutj, and value 
no man’s anger of a rope’s end.—Now the report 
goes, as how he’s a lord, or baron knight’s brother, 
whereby, d’ye see me, he carries a strait ann, and 
keeps aloof from liis officers, thof, may hap, they 
may be as good men in the main as he. Now we 
lying at anchor in Tuberoon bay, Lieutenant Bowl¬ 
ing W the middle watch, and as he always kept a 
good look out, he made, d’ye see, throe lights in the 
offing, whereby he ran down to the great cabin for 
orders, and found the captain asleep; whereupon he 
waked him, which put him in a main high passion, 
and he swore woundily at the lieutenant, and 
called him lousy Scotch son of a whore, (for 1 being 
then sentinel in the steerage, heard all), and swab, 
and lubber, whereby the lieutenant returned the 
salute, and they jawed together, fore and aft, a good 
spell, till at last the captain turned out, and laying 
hold of a rattan, came athwart Mr. Bowling’s 
quarter; whereby he told the captain, that, if he 
was not his commander, he would heave him over¬ 
board, and demanded satisfaction ashore; whereby, 
in the morning watch, the captain went ashore m 
the pinnace, and afterwards the lieutenant carried 
the cutter ashore; and so they, leaving their boats* 
crews on their oars, went away together; and so, 
d’ye see, in less than a quarter of an hour we heard 
firing, whereby we made for the place, and found 
llie captain lying wounded on the beach, and so 
brought him on board to the doctor, who cured him 
in less than six weeks. But the lieutenant clapp'd 
on all the sail he could bear, and had got far enow 
a-head before we knew any thing of the matter; so 
tliat we could never after get sight of him, for which 
we were not sorry, because the captain was mainly 
wroth, and would certainly have done him a mis¬ 
chief;—for he afterwards caused him to be run on 
the ship’s hooks, whereby he lost all his pay, and if 
he should be taken, would be tried as a deserter.” 

This account of the captain’s behaviour gave me 
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DO advantageous idea of his character; and I cotil< 
oot help lamenting my own fate, that had subjected 
me to such a communder. However, making a 
virtue of necessity, I put a good face on the matter, 
and next day was, with the other pressed men, put 
on board of tlie Thunder, lying at the Nore. When 
we came along-side, the mute who guarded us 
thither, ordered iny handcuffs to he taken off*, that 1 
might get on board tlie easier. Tliis circumstance 
being perceived by some of tim company, who stood 
upon the gang-hoards to S(“c us enter, one of them 
called to Jack Rattlin, who was busied in doing 
this friendly office forme, “ Hey, Jack, what New¬ 
gate galley have you hoarded in the river as you 
came along? Have we not thieves enow among us 
already?'’ Another, observing my wounds, wliich 
remained ex]>osed to the air, told me that ray scams 
were uncaulked, and that I must be new payed. A 
tbinl, s i-'iiig my hair clotted together with blood, 
as it were, into distinct cords, took notice, that my 
bows were manned with the red ropes, instead of 
my side. A fourth asked me, if I could not keej) 
my yards square without iron braces? And, in 
short, a thousand w'ittieisms of the same nature 
were passed upon me bofojie I could get up the 
ship’s side. After we had been all entered upon 
the ship’s books, 1 inquired of one of my shi]>raates 
where the surgeon was, that I might have ray 
wounds dressed, and had actually got as far as the 
middle deck, (for our ship carried eighty guns,) in 
my waj^ to the coek-pit, when 1 was met by the 
same midshijunan who had used me so barbarously 
in the tender. He, seeing me free from my chains, 
asked, with an insolent air, who had released me? 
To this question 1 foolishly answered, with a coun* 
teiianeo that too plainly declared the state of my 
thoughts, “ ^VUoever did it, 1 am persuaded did 
not consult you in the affair.” I liad no sooner 
uttered these words, than he cried, “ D—n you, 
you saucy son of a bitch, I’ll teach you to talk so 
to your officer.” So saying, he bestowed on me 
several severe stripes with a supple-jack he had in 
liis hand; and, going to the commanding officer, 
made such a report of me, that T was immediately 
put in irons by the muster-at-anns, and a sentinel 
placed over me. Honest ]{attlin, as soon as he 
heard of my eoiiditiou, came to me, and admnns- 
tered all the consolation he could, and then went 
to the surgeon in my behalf, who sent one of his 
mates to dress my wounds. This mate was no 
other than my old friend Thomson, with whom 
1 became ac(piainted at the Navy Office, as before 
mentioned. Jf T knew him at first sight, it was not 
easy for him to recognise me, disfigured with blood 
and dirt, and altered by the misery I had under¬ 
gone. Unknown as I was to liim, he surveyed me 
with looks of compa-ssion, and hamlled my sores 
with great tenderness. When he had applied w'hat 
he thought proper, and was about to leave me, 1 
asked him, if my misfortunes had disguised me so 
mueh that he could not recollect my face? Upon 
this address, he observed me witli great earnestness 
for some time, and at length protesU'd he could not 
recollect one feature of my countenance. To keep 
him no longer in suspense, 1 told him my name; 
which, when he heard, he embraced me with affec¬ 
tion, and professed his sorrow in seeing me in such 
a disagreeable situation. 1 made liim acijuainted 
with my story ; and when lie h<*ard how inhumanly 
I had been used in the tender, ho left me abruptly, 
Obsuring me I should see him again soon. I had 


scarce time to wonder at his sudden departuro, 
when the master-at-arms came to the place of my 
oonftneinent, and bade me follow him to the quar¬ 
ter-deck, w'here I was examined by the first lieu¬ 
tenant, w'ho commanded the ship in tlie absence of 
the captain, touching the treatment 1 had received 
in the tender from niy friend the midshipman, wlio 
was present to confront me. J recounted the par¬ 
ticulars of his behaviour to me, not only in the ten¬ 
der, hut since my being on board the ship, part of 
which being proved by the evidence of Jack Rattliu 
and others, who liod no great devotion for my oji- 
jiressor, 1 was discharged from conlinement, to 
nake way for him, who was delivered to the mas- 
ter-at-arms to take his turn in the bilboes. And 
this-was not the only satisfaction I enjoyed; fori 
was, at the request of the surgeon, exempted from 
ail other duty than that of assisting his mates in 
making and administering medicines to the sick, 
riiis good office I owed to the fnendslu]) of l^lr. 
'J'homson, who had rejiresented me in such a fa¬ 
vourable light to the surgeon, tliaf he demanded me 
of the lieutenant to sujiply the jiluee of his third 
natc, W’ho was lately dead. When 1 had obtained 
his ffivour, my friend 'J'homson carricil me down 
o the eoek])it, which is the place allotted lor the 
iiuhitation of the surgeon’s mates; and whim he 
bad shown me their berth, as he called it, J was 
filled with astonishment and horror. ^\ edeseended 
by divers ladders to a space as dark as a dungeon, 
which I understood was immersed several feet un¬ 
der wafer, being immedijitely above the hold. I had 
no sooner ajiproached this dismal gulf, than my 
lose was saluted with an intolerable steueh of jui- 
trified cheese and rancid butter, that issued from 
n apartment tit the foot of the ladder, resembling 
a ehaiidler’s shop, where, by the faint glimmering 
of a candle, I could perceive a man with u jmle 
meagre countenance, sitting behind a kind of desk, 
having spectacles on his nose, and u jien in his 
hand. This, I learned of Mr. 'I’hoinson, was the 
hip’s steward, W'ho sat there to distribute jirovision 
.0 the several messes, and to mark what each re- 
‘eived. He therefore presented my name to hmi, 
ind desired I might be entered in his mess; then, 
aking a light in liis hand, conducted me to the 
ilacc of his residence, wliieh was a sijuari* of about 
ix feet, surrounded with the medicine chest, that 
>r the first mate, his own, and a board, by way of 
,ahle, fastened to the after iiowder-room ; it was 
Iso enclosed with canvass, nailed round to the 
•earns of the ship, to screen us from the cold, as 
well as from the view of the midshijnnen and quar- 
.er-masters, who lodged within the cable-tiers on 
•ach side of us. In this gloomy mansion, lieenter- 
ained me with some cold salt pork, which he 
trought from a sort of locker, fixed above the table, 
and, calling for the boy of the ine.ss, s(*rit for a can 
•f beer, of whieh he made cxceUent ffi{> to ciown 
.he banquet, liy this time J began to recover my 
pirits, w’hicli hud been exceedingly depressed by 
Jie ajipearauce of every thing about me, and could 
lo longer refrain from asking the jiarlieulars of 
Mr. Thomson's fortune, since I had seen him '.n 
^ndon. Ho told me, that, being disappointi'd in 
his expectations of borrowing money to gratify the 
rapacious secretary at the Navy Office, he found 
himself utterly unable to subsist any longer in 
.own, and had actually off’ered his service in quality 
if mate to the surgeon of a merchant's ship bound 
X) Guinea, on the slaving trade; when, one morning 
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a young fellow, of wtom he had some acquaintance, 
came to his lodgings, and informed him, that ho 
had seen a warrant made out in his name at th( 
Navy Office, for surgeon’s second mate of a third 
rate. This unexpected piece of good news he could 
scarcely Iwlievc to be true, more especially as he 
had been found qualitied at Surgeon’s Hull for third 
mate only; but, that he might not be wanting to 
himself, he went thither to be assured, and actually 
found it so. Whereupon, demanding his warrant, 
it was delivered to him, and the oaths administered 
immediately. That very afternoon he went to 
Gravesend in the tilt-boat, from whenee he took a 
nliice ill the tide-coach for Kochester; next morn¬ 
ing, got on board tlie Thunder, for which lie was 
appointed, then lying in the harbour at Chatham; 
and the same day was mustered by the clerk of the 
cheque. And well it was for liim that such exi>e- 
dition was used ; for, in less than twelve hours after 
his arrival, another William Thomson came on 
board, affirming that he was the person for whom 
the warrant was expedited, ami that the other w’as 
an imiiostor. My friend wiis grievously alarmed 
at tins accident—tlfc more so, as his namesake had 
very much the advantage over him both in assurance 
and dress. However, to ac<juit himself of the sus¬ 
picion of imjjosture, he produced several letters, 
written from {Scotland to him in that name, and 
recollecting that his indentures were in a box on 
board, he brought them up, and convinced all pre¬ 
sent tiiat he had not ussumed a name which did not 
belong to liiin. His oomiietitor, enraged that they 
should hesitate in doing him justice, (for, to be sure, 
the warrant had been designed for him,) behaved 
with so much indecent heat, that the commanding 
officer, who was the same gentleman 1 had seen, 
and the surgeon, were offended at his presumption, 
and, making a point of it with their I'riends in town, 
in less than a week got the first oontirmed in his 
station. “ I have been on board,” said he, “ ever 
since, and, as this way of life is hceoinc familiar to 
me, liave no cause to complain of my situation. The 
surgeon is a good-natured indolent man; the first 
mate, who is now on shore on duty, is, indecil, a 
little }jroud and choleric, as all Welshmen are, but, 
in tlie main, a friemlly lionest tellow. 'J'he licu- 
teuants 1 have no concern with; and as for the 
captain, he is loo much of a gentleman to kuow a 
surgeon’s mate, even by sight.” 


CITArTEIl XXV. 

T\w Behaviour of Mr. Morgan—Ills Pride, Displeasure, and 
Gciicrosifv—The Hcononiy of our Mesa desenhed—Thom- 
Bon’s lujtluT Friendship—The Nature ot my Duty ex¬ 
plained—The Situation of tJie Sick. 

Whilf. lie was thus discoursing to me, we heard a 
voice on tlic ooek-pit ladder pronounce w'ith great 
vehemence, in a strange dialect, “ The devil and 
his dam blow me from the lop of Moiinelidenny, if 
1 go to him heibre there is something in my pelly; 
let his nose be as yellow as saffron, or as pliu' as a 
pell, look you, or green as a leek, ’tis all one.” To 
tills declaration somebody answered, vSo it seems 
my poor messmate must part his cable for want of 
a little assistance. His fore-top-sail is loose already; 
and, besides, tlie doctor ordered you to overhaul 
him; but 1 see you don’t mind what your master 
says.” Here he was interrupted with, “ fciplunter 


I and oons! you lousy tog, who do you call my 
' master? get you gone to the doctor, and tell him 
my birtli, and education, and my abilities, and 
moreover my beliaviour is as good as his, or any 
shentleinan’s (no disparagement to him) in the 
whole world. Got pless my soul I does he think, 
or conceive, or imagine, that I am a horse, or an 
ass, or a goat, to trudge backwards and forwards, 
and upwards and downwards, and by sea and by 
land, at his will and pleasures? Go your wavs, 
you rapscallion, and teU Dr. Atkins, that I de.sire 
and request that he will give a look to the tying 
man, and order something for liim if ho be dead or 
alive, and I will sec liim take it by and by, when 
my craving stomach is satisfied, look you.” At 
thi.s the other went away, saying, that if they would 
serve him so when he was dying, by G—d, lie 
would be foul of them in the other world. Here 
IMr. Thomson let me know that the person we heard 
W'as ]\lr. Morgan, the first mate, wlio was just come 
on hoard from the hospital, whither he had attended 
some of the sick in the morning. At the same 
time T saw him come into the berth. He was a 
short thick man, with a face garnished with pimples, 
a snub nose turned np at the end, an excessive 
wide month, and little fiery eyes, suiTonnded with 
skin puckered up in innumerable wrinkles. My 
friend immediately made him acquainted with my 
case; when he regarded me with a very lofty look, 
but without speaking, set down a bundle he had in 
his liand, and apiiroached the cupboard, which, 
w'hen ho had oixmed, he exclaimed in a great 
passion, “ Cot is iny life I all the jiork is gone, as I 
am a Christian!” 'J'homson then gave him to 
understand, that as T had boon brought on board 
half famished, he could do no less than entertain 
le witli what was in the locker; and the rather us 
lie had bid the steward enter me in the mess. 
Whether this disappointment made Mr. Morgan 
nore jieevish than usual, or he rather thought him- 
;olf too little regarded by his fellow-inate, 1 know 
not, but, after some pause, he went on in this 
.nanner, “Mr.Thomson, })erhaps you do not use 
le with all the good manners, and comjdaisanee, 
and respect, look you, that becomes yon, because 
you lune not vouchsafed to advise with me in this 
iffiair. 1 have, in my time, look you, been a man 
of some weight and substance, and consideration, 
and have kept house and home, and jiaid scot and 
'ot, and the king’s taxes; ay, and maintained a 
family to boot. And moreover, also, T am your 
senior, and your elder, and your jictter, Mr. Thom- 
.on.” “ Jily elder J’ll allow you to be, but not my 
better,” cried Thomson with some heat, “('otis 
my Saviour, and witness too,” said Morgan, with 
real vehemence, “ that I am more elder, and tliere- 
fore more petter, by many ) ears, than you.” Tear¬ 
ing this dispute might be attended with some bad 
cousetjuence, I iuterposed, and toI<l hlr. Morgan I 
was very soiry for having been the occasion of any 
difference between him and the second mate; and 
that rather than cause the least breach in their good 
understanding, I would eat niy allowance by my- 
;elf, or seek admission into some other company, 
ihit Thomson, with more spirit than discretion, as 
thought, insisted upon my remaining where he 
lad aiipoiiited me; and observed, that no man pos¬ 
sessed of generosity and compassion would have 
jtiy objection to it, considering my birth and talents, 
ind the misfortunes J had of late so unjustly under¬ 
gone. Tills was touching Mr. Morgan on the right 
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key, nho prntealed ■wit3i ^reat csnmtTiFss tlirt ht 
hod DO olgecLion to my being received ia the mess; 
but ooly complained that the ceremony of oaking 
his consent was nut observed. “ As for a shenUe- 
nuui in distress,” said he, shaking me by the hand, 
” 1 lofe him as I tnfe my own powels; for, Got 
help me 1 I have had vexations enough upon my 
own pack," And, as I afterwords learned, in ao 
saying, he spoke no more thnn what was true; for 
he had been once settled in a very good situation 
in Ulnmurgansbire, and was ruin^ by being se¬ 
curity fnr ao aciiuaintance. All differences being 
composed, he untied his bundle, whieh consisted ot 
three bunches of onions, and a great lump of 
Cheshire cheese, vrrapped up in a handkerchief; 
and, taking some biscuit hrotn the cupboard, fell to 
with a keen appetite, inviting us to a share of the 
repost. When he fed heartily on his homely 
fare, be filled a large cup, mode of a cocoa-nut 
sliell, with brandy, and drinking it off, told us, 
“ Pr^dy was the pest menstruum for onion and 
sheese,” His hunger being appeased, he began to 
be in better humour) and Ming inquiutive about 
my birth, no sooner nndersluud that I was de¬ 
scended of a good family, than he discovered a 
liarticular good will to me on that account, deducing 
his own p^igree in a direct line from the fanioiis 
Caroctacus, king of the Jlritous, who was first the 
prisoner nod afterwards the friend of Claudius 
Cicsar. I'erceiving how much 1 was reduced in 
point of linen, he made me a present of two good 
rutiled shirts, whiclt, with two more of check whieh 
I received from Mr. Tlioiiison, enabled me to appear 
with decency. Meanwhile the sailor whom Mr. 
Morgan had sent to the doctor, brought a prescrip¬ 
tion for his ineasinate, which, vrhen the tVelchman 
hud read, he gut up to prepare it, and asked if the 
man was “ Ti'ad or alive.” “ Dead 1” n;[>lied Jock, 
** if he was dead he would have no occasion for 
diK'tor's stuR. No, thank God, death liu'nt us yet 
boartled him, but tliey have* been yurd arm and 
yard arm these three glosses.” “Are bis ey«ai 
«|K-n f" continued the mate. “ Ilis starhourd eye,” 
Ktid the sailor, “ is open, but fiist jammed in his 
head; and the huiilyards of his under jaw have 
given way." “ I'assion of itiy heart!" cried Mor¬ 
gan, “ the man is as pad as one would desire to bcl 
Did you feel his pulses?” To tliis the other re- 
pliixl willi, “ Allan ?” Upon which this Cambro- 
llritoii, with great earnestness and humanity, 
ordered the tar to run to his messmate, and keep 
liiti) alive till he should come with the medicine, 
“ And then,” said he, “ you shall, peradventurr, 
]whold what you shall see.” The fionr feUow, with 
great simplicity, ran to the place where the sick 
mail lay, nut, in less tlian a minute, returned with 
a woeliii countenance, and told ns his cumrode liad 
struck. Morgan, hearing this, exclaimed, “ Mercy 
upon my salvation 1 wlyi did you not stop him till 
1 came ?” “ Stop him,” said the other, “ I hailed 
him several times, but he was too far on his way, 
and Ihe enemy had got possession of his close 
quarters; so that he did not mind me.” “ Well, 
well,” said he, “ we all owe Heaven a tenth. Go 
your ways, you raggamulfin, and take an eiample, 
and a warning, look you, and repent of your niis- 
leets.” Ko saying, he pushed the seaman out of 
the berth. 

While he entertained us with reflections suitable 
to this event, we heard the boatswain pipe to din¬ 
ner i and iniuivdiately the boy belonging to our 


mess ran to the locker, from whence he carried off 
a large wooden platter, ud in a few minutes re¬ 
turned with it full of boUed peas, crying, “ Scald- 
ings,” all tlie way as he came. The cliilti, consisting 
of a piece of an old sail, was instantly laid, covered 
with three plates, which, by the colour, I could with 
difficulty discern to be inetol, and us many spoons 
of the same eompoBition, two of whieh were cur¬ 
tailed in the handles, and the other abridged in the 
lip. Mr. Morgan himself enriched this mess with 
a lump of salt butter, scoojK’d fWnii an olil gBlli}int, 
and a bandlul of onions shorn, with some ]iounded 
pepptT. 1 woe not very much tempted with the 
appearance of this dish, of which, nevertheless, my 
messmates ale heurtily, advising me to follow their 
example, as it was banyan-day, and we could have 
no meat till next noon. Hut 1 laid already laid in 
sufficient for the oceusion ; and llierel'ore desired to 
he excused, expressing a curiosity to know the 
meaning of banyan-day. They told me that on 
Mondays. Wednesdays, and ifriduys, the ship's 
company liad no allowance of meal, and Ihat these 
miagre days were- calli’tl baiiyan-days, the reaHin 
of which they did not know f hat 1 have stnee 
learned they take their denomination from a Mvtt 
of devotees in sniue parts of llie kiast Indies, who 
never taste flesh. 

After dinner, Thomson led me round the ship, 
showed me the diH'creiit ]iarts, deiwribed th'.'ir uses 
and, us fiir as he euuld, made me ueipiaiiited with 
the panirulars of the dihcipliue and ceommiy prac¬ 
tised on board. He then deuiundrd of the boat¬ 
swain an itaramock for me. which wus slung in a 
very neat mnnner by my friend Jack flat I lint and 
os I had no bed-clothes, proeund credit for me 
with the ptiTser, for a mattrass and two hlanketm 
At seven o'clock in tlie evening, klurgan visited the 
sick, and having ordered what was pniper liir each, 
i nasisted'J'homson in making up his pn'si*ri|i(ioiis: 
but when 1 followed him witli the medicines nito 
the sick herlii or hospital, and oiiscrvetl the MTua- 
tiuns of the patients. I was mneh less surpriM'd 
that people shoulti die on Ixiuid, tlian that any sick 
person should reiviver. Here i saw about fifty 
iiiiserahk* distempered wriqehes, suspended in rows, 
so huddled one iqxm another, tliat uot more than 
fourteen inches S]mce was nllottid for each with fils 
bed and bedding t and deprived uf tlie fight of (he 
day, as well as of fn*sb air; breathing nothing but 
a noisome atmosphere of tlie morfiid steams ex¬ 
haling from their own exevements and diseased 
iiodies, devoured with vennio hatched in the filth 
tliat surrounded them, and destitute of every cun- 
veniciice necessary for people in that helpless eun- 
ditiun. 



CUAlTJSn XXVL 

A Accident liftppcii» ui me Id (be ditchBi^e of 

lay OfDce^Uorgan'H Now oflViided—A DIaluirue IW' 

(ween hint «nd Ute Ship’s Biowerd—UpoD exanithKieii, I 
find more esujee of complalDt (lian one^My Unix Iseut 
ofl*—IdurjfaD's Cooliety^Tha HaDiter of Slrrptn^ oa 
lloaitl^I am vaked ia the N'ight li}* a dreoiiru) NoJm. 

I COULD iKrt com prebend hov it vds poaublc for 
the attendaDlfl tg come near those tirho on the 
inaide towards the sides of the shipi in order to ai 
sist thenif ua they seemed borricadoed by tJioae 
who lay on the outside, nnd entirely out of the 
reach of idl visiuiion. MdcU lea could X conceivt 
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how my friend Thomson would he able to ad- 
Tiiinister clysters, that were ordered for some 
in that situation; when I saw him thrust his wig 
in his pocket, and strip liimself to his waistcoat 
in a moment, then creep on all four under the 
hammocks of the sick, and, forcing up liis hare 
pate between two, keep them asunder with one 
shoulder, until he hud done his duty. Eager to 
learn the service, I desired he would give me leave 
to perform the next openvtion of that kind; and he 
consenting, I undressed myself after his example, 
and crawling along, the ship happened to roll; this 
motion alarming me, 1 laid liold of the first thing 
that came within my grasp, with such violence, that 
T overturned it, and soon found by the smell that 
issued upon me, I had not unlocked a box of the 
most delicious perfume: it was well for me that 
rny nose was none of the most delicate, else I know 
not how I might have been affected by this vapour, 
whieli diffused itself all over the ship, to the utter 
liscomposure of every body who tarried on the 
Hiune deck: neither was the consequence of this 
lisgraee confined to my sense of smelling only; 
ibr I felt my misfortunes more ways than one. 
That T might not, however, appear altogether dis- 
3oncerted in this my first essay, I got up, and 
Dushiug my head with great force between two 
lammocks, towards the middle, where the greatest 
•esistance was, I made an opening indeed, but, not 
inderstanding the knack of dexterously turning 
Tiy shoulder to maintain my advantage, had the 
uortifieation to find myself stuck up as it were in a 
)ill<)ry, and the weight of three or four jjeople 
>euring on each side of iny neck, so that 1 was in 
langer of strangulation. While T remained in this 
lefenceless posture, one of the sick men, rendered 
u*evish by his distemper, was so enraged at the 
unell I had occasioned, and the rude shock he had 
’eeeived from me in my elevation, that, with many 
)itter reproutdies, he seized me by the nose, which 
le tweaked so unmercifully, that I roared with an¬ 
guish. Thomson, perceiving my condition, ordered 
)ne of the waiters to iny assistance, who with much 
lifRculty disengaged me from this situation, and 
lindercd me from taking vengeance of the sick 
nan. whose indisposition would not have screened 
lini from the effects of my indignation. 

After having made an end of our ministry for 
hat time, we des<'ended to the e(X'k])it, my friend 
•omforting me for what had happened with a 
loinely proverb, which I do not choose to repeat. 
IVdien we had deseendod half way down the ladder, 
Mr. Morgan, before he saw us, having intelligence 
»y his nose of ^the approach of something extraor- 
linary, cried, “(lot have mercy upon my senses! 

1 believe the enemy has poarded us in a stink-pot!'’ 
riien directing his discourse to the steward, from 
vhom he imagined the odour i)roceeded, he repri- 
nanded liini severely for the freedoms he took 
iinong gentlemen of birth, and threatened to smoke 
nm like a padger with sulphur, if he ever should 
imesunie to oftend his neighbours with such smells 
ibr the future. The steward, conscious of his own 
nnoccncc, replied, with some warmth, “ I know of 
no smells but those of your own making.” This 
repartee introduced a smart dialogue, in which the 
Welshman undertook to prove, that though the 
5tench he complained of did not flow from the 
steward’s own body, he was, nevertheless, the 
Author of it, by serving out damaged provisions 
to the ship’s company ; and in particular, putrified 


cheese, from the use of which only, ne affirmed, 
such unsavoury steams could arise. I’hen he 
launched out into the pniise of good cheese, 
of which he gave the analysis: he explained the 
different kinds of that commodity, with the methods 
practised to make and preserve it; and concluded 
with observing, that, in yielding good cheese, the 
county of Glamorgan might vie with Cheshire it¬ 
self, and was much superior to it in the produce of 
goats and putter. I gathered from this conversa¬ 
tion, that, if I entered in my present pickle, 1 
should be no welcome guest; and therefore desired 
Mr. Thomson to go before, and represent my cala¬ 
mity ; at which the first mate expressing some 
concern, went upon deck immediately, taking his 
way through the cable tire, and by the main hatch- 
W'uy, to avoid encountering me, desiring me to 
clean myself as soon as possible, for he intended to 
regale himself with a dish of salmagundy and a 
pil>e. Accordingly I set about this disagreeable 
business, ami soon found that 1 had more fcauses of 
Complaint than I at first imagined; for I perceived 
some guests had honoured me with their company, 
whose visit I did not at all think seasonable; nci- 
their did they seem inclined to leave me in a hurry, 
for they were in possession of my chief quarters, 
where they fed without reserve at the expense of 
my blood.—Hut considering it would be much 
easier to extirpate this ferocious colony in the in¬ 
fancy of their settlement, than after they should ho 
multiplied and naturalized to the soil, I took the 
advice of my friend, who, to prevent such misfor¬ 
tunes, went always close shaved, and made the boy 
of our mess cut off my hair, which had been grow¬ 
ing since L left the service of Lavement; and the 
second mate lent me an old bob wig, to supply the 
loss of that covering. This affair being ended, and 
every thing adjusted in the best manner my cir¬ 
cumstances would jicrmit, the descendant of Ga- 
raetoens returned, and ordering the hoy to bring a 
piece of salt beef from the brine, eut off a slice, and 
mixed it with an equal quantity of onions, which 
seasoning with a moderate proportion of pepper 
and salt, he brought it into a consistence with oil 
and vinegar. Then tasting the dish, assured us, it 
was the best salmagundy that be had ever made, and 
re<‘ommended it to our palate with such heartiness, 
that 1 could not help doing honour to his prepara¬ 
tion. Hut I had no sooner swallowed a mouthful, 
than 1 thought my entrails were scorched, and en¬ 
deavoured, with a deluge of small beer, to allay tlie 
heat it occasioned. Supper being over, Mr, Mor¬ 
gan Imving smoked a couple of pipes, and supi>lied 
the moisture he liad exiiended with as many cans 
of flip, of which W'c all partook, a certain yawning 
began to admonish me, that it w^s high time to re¬ 
pair by sleep the injury 1 had suffered from want 
of rest the jireceding night; which being perceived 
by my compAnions, whose time of repose was now 
arrived, they proposed we should turn in, or, in 
other words, go to K*d. Our hammocks, which 
hung parallel to one another oii the outside of the 
berth, were immediately unlashed, and 1 beheld my 
messmates spring with great agility into their re¬ 
spective nesLs, whore they .seemed to lie concealed, 
very much at their ease. But it was some time be¬ 
fore I could prevail upon myself to trust my carcass 
at such a distance from tlie ground, in a narrow 
bag, out of which I imagined I should be apt, on 
the least motion in my sleep, to tumble down at the 
hazard of breaking my bones. I suffered myselti 
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he wever, to he persuaded, aud, taking a leap to get 
in, threw myself quite over with such violence 
that, had I not luckily got hold of Thomson’s 
hammock, I should have pitched upon my head on 
the other side, and in all likelihood fractured my 
skull. After some fruitless efforts, I succeeded at 
last; but the apprehension of the jeopardy in 
which 1 helieved myself withstood all the attacks 
of sleep, till towards the morning watch, when, in 
spite of my fears, I was overpowered with slum¬ 
ber, though I did not long enjoy this comfortable 
situation; being aroused with a noise so loud and 
shrill, tluit X thought the drums of my ears were 
bur.st by it; this was followed by a dreadful sum¬ 
mons pronounced by a hoarse voice, which X could 
not understand. While X was debating with myself 
whether or not X should wake my companion, and 
irniuire into the occa.sion of this disturbance, X was 
informed by one of the quarter-masters, who passed 
by me with a lantern in his hand, that the noise 
that alarmed me was occasioned by the boatswain’s 
mates, who called up the larboard watch, and that X 
must lay my account with such interruption every 
morning at the same hour. Being now more as¬ 
sured of my safety, X a<ldressed myself again to 
rest, and slept till eight o’clock, when ri.sing, and 
breakfasting with my comrades on biscuit and 
brandy, the sick were visited and assisted as before; 
after which visitation my good friend 'i'honison 
explained and performed another piece of duty, to 
which X was a stranger. At a certain hour in the 
morning, the boy of the mess went round alt the 
decks, ringing a small hand-hell, and, in rhymes 
composed for the occasion, invited all those who 
had sores to repair before the mast, where one of 
the doctor’s mates attended, with applications to 
dress them. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 

I acquire the friendship of the Surgeon, who procures a 
Warrant for me, and makt*8 me a pre>.ent of Clothen—A 
Kattle between a Midshipman and me—ThcvSurgcon leaves 
tlxe Ship—The Captain conies on hoard with anoilier Sur¬ 
geon—A Dialogue between The Captani and Morgan—The 
Sick are ordered to be brought upon the Quarter deck and 
examined—The Consequences of that Order—A Madman 
acouKCs Morgan, and is set at Liberty by commaiid of the 
Captain, whom he iiiblanily attacks and pommels without 
mercy. 

While T was 'busiod with ny friend in this practice, 
the doctor chanced to pass by tlie place where we 
were, and, stopping to observe me, ap])earcd very 
well satisfied with iny method of application ; and 
afterwards sent for me to his cabin, where, having 
examined me touching iny skill in surgery, and the 
particulars of iny fortune, he interested himself so 
far in my behalf, as to promise his assistance in 
procuring a warrant for me, seeing I had been 
already found qualified at Surgeons’ Xlall for the 
station 1 filled on board; and in this good office he 
the more cordially engaged, when he understood I 
was nephew to Lieutenant Bowling, for whom he 
expressed a particular regard. In the mean time, 
I could learn from his discourse, that he did not 
intend to go to sea again with Oa]>t'un (^akmn, 
having, as he thought, been indifferently used by 
him during the last voyage. 

A\’liile I lived tolerably easy, in expectation of 
preferment, I was not altogether without mortifica¬ 


tions, which I not only suffered from the rude 
insults of the sailors and petty officers, among 
whom I was known by the name of Loblolly Hoyt 
but also from the disposition of Morgan, who, 
though friendly in the main, was often very trouble¬ 
some with his pride, which expected a good deal of 
submission from me, and delighted in recapitulating 
the favours which i had received at his hands. 

About six w’eeks after my arrival on board, the 
surgeon bidding me to follow him into his cabin, 
presented a warrant to me, by which 1 was appointed 
surgeon’s thiixl mate on board the Thunder. Thia 
he had procured by his interest at the Navy Office j 
as also another for liimself, by virtue of which he 
was removed into u second rate. 1 acknowledged 
his kindness in the strongest tenns my gratitude 
could suggest, and professed my sorrow at the 
prospect of losing so valuable a friend, to whom i 
hoped to have recommended myself still further by 
my respectful and diligent behaviour. But his 
generosity did not stoj) here ; for, before he left the 
ship, he made me a present of a chest and some 
clothes, that enabled me to support the rank to 
w'hich he had raised mo. 1 found my spirit revive 
with my good fortune ; and, now 1 was an officer, 
resolved to maintain the dignity of my station, 
against all opposition or affronts. Nor was it Jong 
before 1 had occasion to exert my resolution. My 
old enemy the midshipman, whose name was 
Cramplcy, entertaining an iinplaeablo animosity 
against me for the disgrace ho had feufferod on my 
account, had since that time taken all opportunities 
of reviling and ridiculing me, when 1 was not 
entitled to retort this bad usage. And even after 
I had been rated on the books and mustered as 
surgeon’s mate, lie did not think fit to restrain his 
insolence. Tn particular, bcinjj one day present 
while I dressed a wound in a sailor’s kg, he began 
to sing a song, which T thouglit higlily injurious to 
the honour of my country, and therefore signified 
my resentment, by observing, that the Scots always 
laid their account wdth finding enemies among the 
ignorant, insignificant, and imilieious. lliis un¬ 
expected piece of assurance enraged him (o such a 
degree, that he lent nu* a blow on the face, which 1 
verily thought had demolished my cheek-bone; I 
was not slow in returning the obligation, and the 
affair began to be very serious, when by accident 
Mr. Morgan and one of the master's mates, coming 
that way, interjioscd, and inquiring into tlie cause, 
endeavoured to promote a reconciliation; hut finding 
us both exasperated to the uttermost, and bent 
against accommodation, they advised us cither to 
leave our difference undecided till wc should have 
an opportunity of terminating it on shore, like 
gentlemen, or else choose a proper place on board, 
and bring it to an issue by boxing. This Ja*t ex¬ 
pedient was greedily embraced by us both; and 
being forthwith conducted to the ground jiroposed, 
we stripped in a moment, and began a very I'urious 
contest, in which I soon found myself iuferior to 
my antagonist, not so much in strength and agility, 
as in skill, w'hich lie had acipiircd in the scliool of 
Hockley in the Hole mid Tottenham (lourt. Many 
cross-huttoeks did 1 sustain, and pegs on the stomach 
without number, till at last my breath being quite 
gone, as well as my vigour wasted, I grew desperate, 
and collecting all my strength in one effort, threw 
in at once, head, hands, aud feet, with such violence, 
that 1 drove my antagonist three paces backward 
into the main hatchway, down which he fell, and 
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pitching upon his head and right shoulder, remained 
without sense and motion. Morgan, looking down 
and seeing him lie in tliat condition, cried, “Upon 
my conscience, as I am a (Christian sinner, look you, 

I believe his patties are all ofer; hut I take you all 
to witness that there was no treachery in the case, 
and that he has suffered by the chance of war.” So 
saying, Ik* descended to the deck below, to examine 
into the situation of my adversary; and left me 
very little pleased with my victory, as I found 
myself not only terribly bruised, hut likewise in 
danger of being called to account for tlie death of 
Crampley. Hut this fear vanished when my fellow 
mate, having, hy bleeding him in the jugular, 
brought him to himself^ and inquired into the state 
of his body, called up to me to be under no concern, 
for the midshi])inan had received no other damage 
than as pretty a luxation of the os humeri as one 
would desire to see on a summer’s day. Upon this 
information, T crawled down to the cockpit, and 
acquainted Thomsonwith the affair, who, providing 
himself with bandages, &.c. n<‘cessary for the occa¬ 
sion, went up to assist Mr. Morgan in the reduction 
of the dislocation. When this was successfully 
performed, they wished me joy of the event of the 
ombat; and the Welshman, after observing, that, 
in all likelihood, the ancient Scots and Britons | 
were the same people, hade me “praise (lot for 
putting mettle in my pelly, and strength in my 
limbs t(» support it.” I acquired such reputation 
by this rencontre (which lasted twenty minutes), 
that every body became more cautious in behaviour 
tow'ards me; though Crampley, with his arm in a 
sling, talked very high, and threatened to seize the 
first opportunity of retrieving on shore the honour 
he had lost by an accident, from which 1 could justly 
claim no merit. 

About this time, Captain Oakum, having received 
sailing orders, came on board, and brought along 
with him a surgeon of his own country, who soon 
made us sensible of the loss we sulTered in the de¬ 
parture of Doctor Atkins; for he was grossly igno¬ 
rant, and intolei’ably assuming, false, vindictive, and 
unforgiving; a merciless tyrant to his inferiors, 
an abject sycopliaut to those above him. In the 
morning after the captain came on hoard, our first 
mate, according to custom, went to wait on him 
withusiek list, which when this grim commander had 
perused, he cried with a stern countenance, “Blood 
ami oons! sixty-one sick ]>eople on board of my 
ship! llarkee, you sir. I’ll have no sick in my shij), 
by G -d.” The Welshman rejilied, he should be 
very glad to find no sick people on hoard; but 
while it was otherwise, he did no more than Iiis duty 
in presenting him w'ith a list. “ You and your li.st 
niay he d—d,” said the captain, throwing it at 
him, “1 say, there shall be no sick in this ship while 
I have the command of her,” Mr. Morgan being 
nettled at this treatment, told him, his indignation 
ouglit to be dire(,ted to Got Almighty, "who visited 
his people with distempers, and not to him, who 
contrihuted all in his power towards their cure. 
The bashaw not being used to such behaviour in 
any of his olficers, was enraged to fury at this 
satirical insiniuition; and stamping with his foot, 
called him insolent scoundrel, threatening to have 
him pinioned to the deck, if he should presume 
to utter another syllable, liut the blood of (’arac- 
tacus being thoroughly heated, disdained to lie re¬ 
stricted by such a command, and began to manifest 
itself in, “ Captain Oagum, I am a shentleman of 
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birth and parentage, look you, and peradventure 
I am moreover”—Jlere his harangue was broke off 
by the captain’s steward, who, being Morgan’s 
countryman, hurried him out of the cabin before he 
had time to exasperate his master to a greater de¬ 
gree : ami this would certainly have been the case j 
for the indignant Welshman could hardly be him 
dered, by his friend’s arguments and entreaties, 
from re-entering the presence-chamber, and defying 
Captain Oakum to his teeth. He was, however, 
ajipeased at length, and came down to the berth, 
where, finding Thomson and me at work prejwring 
medicines, he bade us leave off' our labour and go 
to j)lay, for the cajitain, by his sole word and power, 
and command, had driven sickness a pegging to the 
tevil, and there was no more malady on board. So 
saying, he dmnk off a gill of brandy, sighed griev¬ 
ously three times, poured forth an ejaculation of 
“ Got pless my heart, liver, and lungs I” and then 
began to sing a Welsh song with great earnestness 
of visage, voice and gesture. I could not conceive 
the. meaning of this singular phenomenon, and 
saw hy the looks of Thomson, who at the same time 
shook his head, tliat he suspected poor Cadwalla- 
der's brains were unsettled. He })erceiving our 
amazenu'iit, told us he would explain the mystery; 
but, at the same time bade us take notice, that he 
had lived poy,]mtchelor,married man, and widower, 
almost forty years, and, in all that time, there W'as 
no man nor mother’s son in the w'hole world who 
durst use him so ill as (’uptain Oagum had dune. 
’J'lion he acquainted us with the dialogue that passed 
between them, as I have already related it; and had 
no sooner finished this narration, than he received 
a message from the surgeon, to bring the sick Hst 
to the quarter-deek, for the captain had ordered all 
the patients thitherto be reviewed. This inhuman 
order shocked us extremely, as w’e knew it would 
be impossible to carry some of them on the deck, 
without imniment danger of their lives; but, as we 
likow'ise knew it would be to no purpose for us to 
remonstrate against it, we repaired to the quarter¬ 
deck in a iHKly, to see this extraordinary muster; 
Morgan observing hy tlie way, that the captain was 
going to send to the other world a great many 
evidences to testify against himself. M'hcn we a]>- 
]>eared njion deck, the captain hade the doctor, who 
stood how'ing at his right hand, look at these lazy 
hibbei'ly sons of bitehes, who were good for nothing 
on board but to eat the king's provision, and en¬ 
courage idleness in the skulkers. The surgeon 
grinned ap])robation, and taking the list, began to 
examine the complaints of each, as they could crawl 
to the place appointed. The first who came under 
his cognizance was a poor fellow just freed of a 
fever, which had weakened him so much, that he 
could hardly stand, klr. Mackshane (for that was 
the doctor's name) having felt his pulse, protested 
he was as well as any man in the world ; and the 
cujitain delivered liim over to the boatswain’s mate, 
with orders that he should receive a round dozen 
at the gang-way immediately, for counterfeiting 
himsidf sick : hut before the discipline could be exe¬ 
cuted, the man dropped down on the deck, and had 
well nigh perished under the hands of the execu¬ 
tioner. The next])atient to he considered, laboured 
under a quartan ague, and being then in his inten’al 
of health, discovered no other symptoms of distem¬ 
per than a pale meagre countenance, and emaciated 
body; ujion which, he was declared fit for duty, 
and turned over to the boatswain: but being 
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resolved to disgrace the doctor, died upon the fore¬ 
castle next day, during his cold fit. The third com¬ 
plained of a pleuritic stitch, and spitting of blood ; 
for ■which Doctor Mackshane prescribed exercise 
at the pump, to promote expectoration; but whether 
this was improper for one in his situation, or that it 
was used to excess, 1 know not; for in less than 
half an hour he was suffocated with a deluge of 
blood that issued from his lungs. A fourth, with 
much difficulty, climbed to the quarter-deck, being 
loaded with a monstrous ascites or dropsy, that in¬ 
vaded his chest so much, he could scarce fetch his 
breath; but his disease being interpreted into fat, 
occasioned by idleness and excess of eating, he was 
ordered, with a view to promote perspiration, and 
enlarge his chest, to go aloft immediately: it was in 
vain for this unwieldy wretch to allege his utter 
incapacity ;the boatswain^s driver was commanded 
to whip him up with a cat-o’nine-tiiils: the smart 
of this apj)lication made hiin exert himself so much, 
that he actually arrived at the puttoek shrouds ; but 
when the enormous weight of his body had nothing 
else to support it than liis weakened arms, cither 
out of spite or necessity, he quitted his hold, and 
plumped into the sea, where he must have been 
drowned, had not a sailor, who was in a boat along¬ 
side, saved Ins life, by keeping him afloat till he 
was hoisted on board by a tackle. It would be 
tedious and disagreeable to describe the fate of every 
miserable object that suffered by the inhumanity 
and ignorance of the captain and surgeon, who so 
wantonly sacrificed the lives of their fellow-crca- 
tures. Many were brought up in the height of 
fevers, and rendered delirious by the injuries they 
received in the way. Some gave up the ghost in 
the presence of their inspectors; and others, who 
were ordered to their duty, languished a few days at 
work among their fellows, and then departed with¬ 
out any ceremony. On the whole, the number of 
the sick was reduced to less than a dozen ; and the 
authors of this reduction were applauding ihein- 
Belves for the services they had done to their king 
and country, when the boatswain’s mate informed 
Ins honour, that there was a man below lashed to 
his hammock by the direction of the doctor’s mate, 
and that he begged hard to be released; affirming, 
he I’.ad been so maltreated only for a grudge Mr. 
Morgan bore him, and that he was as much in his 
senses as any man aboard. The captain hearing 
this, darted a severe look at the Welsliman, and 
ordered the man to be brought uj) immediately : 
upon which Morgan protested witli great fervency, 
that the person in question was as mad as a March- 
hare ; and begged for the love of Got, they would 
at least keep his arms juinoned during his examin¬ 
ation, to prevent him from doing mischief. This 
request the commander granted for his own sake, 
and the patient was produced, who insisted upon 
his being in his right wits with such calmness and 
strength of argument, that every body present was 
inclined to believe him,exceptMorgan, whoaffirmed 
there w'as no trusting to appearances; for he him¬ 
self had been so much imposed upon by his beha¬ 
viour two days before, that he had actually unbound 
him with his own hands, and had well nigh been 
murdered for his pains. This was confirmed by the 
evidence of one of the waiters, who declared he had 
pulled this patient from the doctor’s mate, whom 
he had gotten down and almost strangled. To this 
the man answered, that the witness was a creature 
of Morgan 6, and was suborned to give his testimony 


against him by the malice of the mate, whom the de¬ 
fendant had affronted, by discovering to tlie people 
on board that Mr. Morgan’s wife kept a gin-shop 
in Rag-Fair. This anecdote produced a laugh at 
the expense of the Welshman, who, shaking bis 
head with some emotion, said, “ Ay, ay, ’tis no 
matter. Got knows, it is an arrant fidsehot^.” 
Captain Oakum, without any further hesitation, 
ordered the fellow to be unfettered; the same 
time, threatening to make Morgan exchange situa¬ 
tions with him for his spite. Rut the Rriton no 
sooner heard the decision iu favour of the madman, 
than he got up the mizen shrouds, crying to 'I'hom- 
son and me to get out of his reach, for we would 
sec him play the devil with a vengeance. We did 
not think fit to disregard his caution, and accord¬ 
ingly got up on the poop, whence we beheld the 
maniac, as soon as he was released, fly at the cap¬ 
tain like a fury, crying, “ I’ll let you know, you 
scoundrel, that I am commander of this vessel,” 
and pommel him without mercy. The surgeon, 
who went to the assistance of his patron, shared the 
same fate ; and it was with the utmost difficulty 
that he was mastered at last, after having done 
great execution among those who opposed him. 


CIIAFTEU XXVIIL 

The Captain enraged, threateni to put the Madman to 
death wUh Ids own Hand—Is diverted from that Hesolutton 
by the Arguments and PersuaKluuB of the first Lieutenant 
and Surgeon—Wc set sail for St. Helen’s, join the Fleet 
under the command of Sir C-n—r 0 — Ic, and pro¬ 

ceed fur the West Indies—Are overtaken by a terrible 
Temiwst—My Friend Jack Rattlin has his Leg broke by a 
Fall from the Main-yard—The Behaviutir of Dr. Mack- 
Shane—Jack opposes the Amputation of his Limb, in which 
he is seconded by Morgan and me, who undertake the 
Cure, and perform It successfully. 

The captain was carried into his cabin, so enraged 
with the treatment he had received, that he ordered 
the fellow to he brought before him, that he might 
have the pleasure of pistoling him with his own 
hand', and would certainly have satisfied his re¬ 
venge in this manner, had not the first lieuteniuit 
remonstrated against it, by observing, that, in all 
appearance, the fellow was not mad but desperate; 
that he had been hired by some enemy of the cap¬ 
tain to assassinate him, and therefore ought to 
kept in irons till he could bo brought to a court- 
martial, which, no doubt, would sift the affair to the 
bottom, by which means important discoveries might 
he made, and then sentence the criminal to a death 
adequate to his demerits. This suggestion, impro¬ 
bable as it was, had the desired effect upon the 
captain, being exactly calculated for the meridian 
of his intellects; more especially as Doctor Maek- 
shanc espoused this opinion, in consequence of his 
previous declaration that the man was not mad. 
Morgan finding there was no more damage done, 
could not help discovering, by lus countenance, the 
pleasure he enjoyed on this occasion; and while he 
bathed the doctor’s face with an embrocation, ven¬ 
tured to ask him, whether he thought there were 
more fools or madmen on board ? Rut he would have 
been wiser in containing this sally, which his patient 
carefully laid up in his memory, to be taken notice 
of at a more fit season. Meanwhile, wc weighed 
anchor, and on our way to tlic Downs, the madman, 
who w as treated as a prisoner, took an opportunity, 
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while the sentinel attended him at the head, to leap 
overboard, and frustrate the revenge of the captain. 
We staid not long at the Downs, but took the benefit 
of the first easterly wind to go round to Spitheod; 
where having received on board provisions for six 
months, we sailed from St. Helen’s in the grand 
fleet bound for the West Indies, on the ever- 
memorable expedition of Oarthagena. 

It was not without great mortification I saw my¬ 
self on the i>oiTit of being transported to such a 
distant and unhealthy climate, destitute of every 
convenience that could render such u voyage sup¬ 
portable ; and under the dominion of an arbitrary 
tyrant, whose command was almost intolerable. 
Jlowcver, us those complaints were common to a 
groat many on board, 1 resolved to submit patiently 
to my fate, and contrive to make myself as easy as 
the nature of the case would allow. We got out of 
the Channel with a prosjxTous breeze, which died 
away, leaving us becalmed about fifty leagues to the 
westward of the Lizard. But this state of inaction 
did not last long; for next night our main-top sail 
was split by the wind, which in the morning in¬ 
creased to a hurricane. I was wakened by a most 
horrible din, occasioned by the play of the gun 
carriages upon the deck above, the cracking of 
cabins, the howling of the wind through the shrouds, 
the confused noise of the ship’s crew, the pipes of 
the boatswain and his mates, the trumpets of the 
lictitenants, and the clunking of the chain pumps. 
“Morgan, who liad never been at sea before, turned 
out in a great hurry, crying, “ (Jot have mercy and 
compassion upon us I I believe we have got upon 
the confines of TiUcifer and the d—dl” while poor 
Thomson lay (juaking in his hammock, putting up 
]>etili<>ns to Heaven for our safety. I rose and joined 
the Welshman, with whom (after having fortified 
ourselves with hranrly) I went above; but, if my 
sense of hearing was startled before, how must my 
sight have been appalled in Ix'holding the effects of 
the storm I The sea was swelled into billows moun¬ 
tain high, on the top of which, our ship sometimes 
hung as if it vs as about to be precii^itated to the 
abyss below I ,Sometiines we sunk between two 
waves that rose on each .side higher than our top¬ 
mast head, and threatened, by dashing together, to 
overwhelm us in a moment! Of all our fleet, con¬ 
sisting of a hundred and fifty sail, scarce twelve 
appeared, and these driving under their bare poles, 
at^ the mercy of the tempest. At length the miLSt 
of one of them gave way, and tumbled over-board 
with a hideous crash! ^ior was the jirospcct in our 
own ship much more agreeable; a number of otiicors 
and sailors nm backward and foi’ward with distrac¬ 
tion in their looks, hallooing to one another, and 
undetermined what Ihey should attend to first. iSonie 
clung to the yards, endeuvouring to unbend the sails 
that were split into a thousand pieces flapping in 
the wind; others tried to furl those which were yet 
whole, while the masts, at every pitch, bent and 
quivered like twigs, as if they would have shivered 
rato innumerable splinters I While J considered this 
scene with eqiuil terror and astonishment, one of 
the main braces broke, by the shock whereof two 
sailors were flung from the yard’s arm into the sea, 
where they perished, and poor Jack. Uuttlin w’as 
thrown down upon the deck, at the expense of a 
broken leg. Morgan and 1 ran immediately to his 
assistance, and found a splinter of the shin-bone 
thrust by the violence of the fall through the skin. 
As this was u case of too great conscipience to be | 


treated without the authority of the doctor, I vent 
down to his cabin to inform him of the accident, as 
well as to bring up dressings, which we always kept 
ready prepared. I entered his apartment without 
any ceremony, and by the glimmering of a lamp, 
perceived him on his knees, before something that 
very much resembled a crucifix; but this I will not 
insist upon, that 1 may not seem too much a slave 
to common report, which indeed assisted my con¬ 
jecture on this occasion, by representing Dr. Mack- 
shanc as a member of the church of Rome. Be this 
as it will, he got up in a sort of confusion, occasioned, 
I sujjpose, by his being disturbed in his devotion, 
and, in a trice, snatched the subject of my suspicion 
from my sight. 

After making an apology for my intrusion, I 
acquainted him with the situation of Itattlin, but 
could by no means prevail upon him to visit him 
on deck, where he lay. He bade me desire the 
boatswain to order some of the men to carry him 
down to the cockpit, and in the mean time, said he, 

I will direct Thomson to get ready the dressings. 
When 1 signified to the boatswain the doctor’s de¬ 
sire, he swore a terrible oath, that he could not spare 
one man from the deck, because he expected the 
mast would go by the board every minute. This 
piece of information did not at all contribute to my 
peace of mind; however, as my friend Rattlin c(nu- 
plained very much, with the assistance of Morgan, 
Isupi)orted him to the lower deck, whither Mr. 
Maekshane, after much entreaty, ventured to come, 
attended by Thomson, with a box full of dressings, 
and his own servant, who carried a whole set of 
capital instinnnents. He examined the fracture and 
the wound, and concluding, from a livid colour ex¬ 
tending itself upon the limb, that a mortification 
would ensue, resolved to amputate the leg imme¬ 
diately, This was a dreadful sentence to the pa¬ 
tient, who, recruiting himself with a quid of tobacco, 
pronounced, with a woeful countenance, “ What! 
is there no remedy, doctor ?—must 1 he dock’d ?— 
can't you splice it?” “ Assuredly, Doctor Mack- 
shane,” said the first mute, “ with submission, and 
deference, and veneration, to your superior abilities, 
and opportunities, and stations, look you, 1 do a])- 
prehend, and conjecture, and aver, that there is no 
oeca.sion nor necessity to smite off tln.s poor man’s 
leg.” “ God Almighty bless you, dear Welshman!” 
cried Kattliu, “ may you have fair wind and wea¬ 
ther wheresoever you’re hound, and eome to an 
anchor in the Itoad of Heaven at last.” l^Iuckshaue, 
very much incensed at his mate's differing in ojii- 
nion from him so openly, answered, that he v as not 
houml to give an account of his }>raetice to him ; 
and, in a peremjitory tone, ord<'red him to apjily the 
tourniquet; at tlie sight of whuh, Ja<‘k, starling 
up, cried, “ Avast, avast! d—n my heart, if \ou 
clap your ni})pers on me, till I know wherefore! 
Mr.Bandora, won't you lend a hand towards sa\ing 
iny precious Ihnb? Odds lieart, if Lieutenant 
Bowling was here, he would not suffer Jack Rat- 
tliti’s leg to he chopped off like a piece of old junk,” 
This pathetic address to me, joined to my inclina¬ 
tion to serve my honest friend, and the reasons I 
had to believe there was no danger in dela}ing the 
amputation, induced me to declare m> self of the 
first mate’s opinion, and aflirm, that the preterna¬ 
tural colour of the skin was owing to an inflam¬ 
mation occasioned by a contusion, and common in 
all such cases, without any indication of an ap¬ 
proaching gJingrcne. l^lorgan, who had a great 
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opinion of my skill, manifestly exulted in my fel¬ 
lowship,^ and asked Thomson’s sentiments of the 
matter, in hopes of strenp^honing our association 
with him too ; hut he. beinp of a mock disposition, 
and either dreading the enmity of the sur/jeon, or 
speaking the dictates of his own judgment, in a 
modest manner, espoused thcopinion of Mackshane, 
who, hy this time, having consulted wdth himsolti 
determined to act in such a manner as to screen 
himself from censure, and at the same time revenge 
himself on us for our arrogance in contradicting 
him. With this vi<*w he asked if we would under¬ 
take to cure the leg at our peril —that is, he answer- 
able for the consequence. To this question Morgan 
replied, that the lives of his creatures are in the 
hands of Got alone; and it would he great pre¬ 
sumption in him to undertake for an event that v> as 
in the power of his Maker, no more than the d(K*tor 
could promise to cure all the sick to whmu he ad¬ 
ministered his assistance; hut if the patient would 
put himself under our direction, we would do our 
etjdeavour to bring his distemper to a favourable 
issue, to which, at present, we saw no obstruction. 
I signified my concurrence; and liattlin was so 
overjoyed, that, shaking us both by the hands, he 
swore nobody else should touch hini, and if he died, 
his blood should he upon his own head. Mr. Alack- 
shane, flattering himstdf with the ]>rospeet of our 
miscarriage, went away, and left us to manage it 
as we should think proper. Acor»rdingly, having 
sawed off part of the splinter that stuck through the 
skin, we reduced the fracture, dressed the wound, 
applied the eightecn-tailcd bandage, and put the 
leg in a box, seru7ulum artm. Every thing suc¬ 
ceeded according to our wish, and we had the sati.s- 
faction of not only preserving the poor fellow’s leg. 
but likewise of rendering the doctor contemptible 
among the ship’s company, who had all their eyes 
on us during the course of this cure, which was 
completed in six weeks. 


CIIAPTEK XXIX. 

MarVsharif’s Malice—I am taken up and imprisoned for a 
Spy—lyiornan meets with tlic same Fate—ThoniBon is tam¬ 
pered with to turn Evidence apainst us—Disdain.s the Pro¬ 
posal, and is maltreated for his Integrity—Morgan is re¬ 
leased to assist the Siirpeon durinp an Knpaprment with 
some French Ships of War—I remain fettered on the Poop 
exposed to the F.neiny’s Slmt, and prow delirious with 
Fear—Am comforted after the Battle hy Morpaii, wlio 
spe.iks freely of the ('ai)tnin , isovorheard by tlic Sentinel, 
wlio informs apainsthim, and apiiin imprisoned—Thomson 
prows desperate, and, notwithstandinp the remonstrances 
of Morpau and me, pnes overboard in the night. 

In the mean time, the storm suhsided into a brisk 
gale, that carried us into the warm latitudes, where 
ihe weather became intolenible, and the crew very 
sickly. The doctor left nothing unattempted to¬ 
wards the com])Ietion of his vengeance against the 
Welshman and me. He wamt among the sick, un¬ 
der pretence of inquiring into flieir grievances, with 
a view of picking up complaints to our prejudice; 
hut finding himself frustrated in that expectation, 
hy the good will W'e had procured from the patients 
by our diligence and humanity, he took the reso¬ 
lution of listening to our conversation, by hiding 
himself heliiud the canvass that surrounded our 
berth. Here, too, he was detected hy the hoy 
of our mess, who acquainted us with this piece of I 


, behaviour; and one night, while we were picking 
a large hone of salt beef, Morgan discerned some¬ 
thing stir on the outside of our hangings, which 
immediately interpreting to be the doctor, he tipt 
me the wink, and pointed to the place, where I 
could perceive somebody standing; upon which 
1 snatched up the bone, and levelled it with all my 
force at liim, saving. “ IVhoever you are, take that 
for your curiosity.” It had the desired effect, for 
we heard the listener tumble down, and iiftcrwards 
erawl to his own cabin. I ap])]auded myself much 
for this feat, which turned out one of the most un¬ 
lucky exploits of my life, Mackshane from that time 
marking me out for destruction. About a week 
after this exploit, ns T was going my rounds among 
the sick, T w’as taken prisoner, and carried to the 
poop by the mastcr-at-urms. where T was loaded 
w'itli irons, and sta])lcd to the deck, on pretence that 
7 was a spy on board, and bad eonspire{l against 
the captain's life. How ridiculous soever this im¬ 
putation was, T did not fail to suffer by it all the 
rigour that could be shown to the worst of crimi¬ 
nals, being exposed in this miserable condition to 
the scorching heat of the sun by day, and the un¬ 
wholesome damps by night, during the space of 
twelve iiays, in which 1 was neither brought to 
trial, nor examined touching the probtihility of the 
charge. T had no sooner recovered the use of my 
reflection, which had been <|uite overthrown by this 
accident, than T sent for Thomson, who, after con¬ 
doling me on the occasion, hinted, that 1 owed this 
misfortune to the hatred of the doctor, who had 
given an information against me to the captain, in 
consequence of which 1 was arrested, and all my 
papers seized. While T was cursing iny capricious 
fate, I saw Morgan ascend the poop, guarded hy 
two corporals, who made him sit dowui by me, that 
ho might be pinioned in the same machine. Xot- 
withstanding my situation, I could scarce refrain 
from laughing at the countenance of my fcllow- 
prLsoner, who. without sjieaking one word, allowed 
Ins feet to he enclosed in the rings provided f<ir that 
purpose; hut M'hen they pretended to fasten him 
on his hack, he grew outrageous, and drawing a 
large eoiitean from hi.s side-pocket, threatened to 
rip up the belly of the first man that should ap¬ 
proach him, in order to treat him in such an un¬ 
worthy niann<‘r. They were pr(*])aring to use him 
very roughly, when the lieutenant on the quarter¬ 
deck called up to them to let him remain as he was. 
lie then crept tow'ards me, and taking me by the 
hand, hade me “put my trust in Got;” and look¬ 
ing at Thomson, who sat hy us trembling, with a 
pale visage, told him, there were two more rings 
for his feet, and he should be glad to find him in 
such good eornpany. But it was not the intention 
of our adversary to include the second mate in our 
fate; him be excepted, to he his drudge in attend¬ 
ing the sick, and, if possible, bis evidence against 
us. With this view, lie sounded him afar off, but 
finding his integrity ineonaijitible, harassed him 
so much out of spite, that, in a short time, this mild 
creature grew weary of his life. 

MHiile I and my fellow prisoner comforted each 
other in our tribulation, the admiral discovered 
four sail to leeward, and made signal for our ship 
and four more to chase: hereupon every thing was 
cleared for an engagement; and Mackshane fore¬ 
seeing he should have occasion for more assistants 
than one, obtained Morgan’s liberty; while I was 
left in this deplorable posture to the chance of 
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battle. It was almost dark when we came up with 
the stemmost chavse» whch we hailed, and intjuired 
who they were: they gave us to understand they 
were Jfrenchmen of war; upon which Captain 
Oakum commanded them to send thar boat on 
hoard of him; but they refused, telling him, if he 
had any business with tliem, to come on board of 
their ship: he then threatened to pour in a broad¬ 
side upon them, which they promised to return. 
Both sides were as good as their word; and the 
engagement began with great fury. 'I'he reader 
may guess how 1 passed my time, lying in this 
helpless situation, amidst the terrors of a sea-fight; 
expecting every moment to be cut asunder, or 
dashed in pieces by the enemy’s shot I I endea¬ 
voured to compose myself as much as possible, by 
reflecting that 1 was not a whit more exposed than 
those wlio were stationed about me ; but when I 
beheld them employed without intermission in an¬ 
noying the foe, and encouraged by the society and 
behaviour of one another, I could easily perceive a 
wide difference between their condition and mine : 
however, I concealed my agitation as well as I 
could, till the head of the officer of the marines, 
who stood near me, being shot off, bounced from 
the deck athwart my face, leaving me well nigh 
blinded with brains. I could contain myself no 
longer, but began to bellow with all the strength of 
my lungs : when a drummer coming towards me, 
asked if I was wounded ? and before 1 could an¬ 
swer, received a great shot in his belly, which tore 
out his entrails, and he foil flat on my breast. 
Tins accident entirely bereft me of all discretion : 
T redoubled my cries, which were drowned in the 
noise of the battle; and finding myself (ffsregarded, 
lost all patience, and became frantic : I vented niy 
rage in oaths and execrations, till my spirits being 
quite exhausted, I rcnuiined quiet and insensible 
of the load that oppressed me. The engiigement 
lasted till broad day, when Captain Oakum, finding 
that he was like to gain neither honour nor ad¬ 
vantage by the affair, pretended to be undeceived 
by seeing their colours ; and hailing the ship with 
whom he had fought all night, protested he believed 
them Spaniards, and the guns being silenced on 
each side, ordered the barge to be hoisted out, and 
went on board the French commodore. Our loss 
amounted to ten killed, and eighteen wounded, 
most part of whom afterwards died. My fellow- 
mates had no sooner despatched their business in 
the eockj)if, than, full of friendly concern, they 
came to visit me. Morgan ascending first, and 
seeing luy face almost covered with brains and 
blood, concluded T was no longer a man for this 
world; and calling to Thomson with great emotion, 
hade him come up, and take his last farewell of his 
comrade and countryman, who was posting to a 
lietter place, where there were no Mackshanes 
nor Oakums to asperse and tormeut him. “No,” 
said he, taking me by the hand, “you are going to 
a country where there is more respect shown to 
unfortunate slientlemen, and where you will have 
the satisfaction of peholdlng your adversaries toss¬ 
ing upon pillows of purning jirimstone.” 'J'homson, 
alarmed at this apostrophe, made haste to the place 
where I lay, and sitting down by me, with tears in 
his eyes, inquired into the nature of my calamity. 
By this time I had recollected myself so far, as to 
be able to converse rationally with my friends, 
whom, to their great satisfaction, I immediately un¬ 
deceived with regard to their apprel|pnsion of my 


being mortally wounded. After I had got myself 
disengaged from the carnage in which 1 wallowed, 
and partaken of a refreshment which my friends 
brought along with them, we entered into discourse 
upon the hardships we sustained, and spoke very 
freely of the authors of our misery: but our dis* 
course being overheard by the sentinel who guarded 
me, he was no sooner relieved, than he reported to 
the captain every syllabic of our conversation, ac¬ 
cording to the orders he received. The effect of 
this information soon appeared in the arrival of the 
miister-at-arms, who replaced Morgan in his former 
station; and gave the second mate a caution to 
keep a strict guard over his tongue, if he did not 
choose to accompany us in our confinement, 
Thomson, foreseeing that the whole slavery of at¬ 
tending the sick and wounded, as well as the cruelty 
of Mackshane, must now fall upon his shoulders, 
grew desperate at the prospect, and, though 1 never 
heard him swear before, imprecated dreadful curses 
on the heads of his oppressors, declaring that he 
would rather quit life altogether, than be much 
longer under the power of such barbarians. I was 
not a little startled at his vivacity, and endeavoured 
to alleviate his comjilaints, by representing the 
subject of my own, with as much aggravation as it 
would bear, by which comparison he might see the 
balance of misfortune lay on my side, and take an 
example from me of fortitude and submission, till 
such time as we could procure redress, which, 1 
hoped, was not far off,*considering, that we should 
probably be in a harbour in less than three days, 
where we should have an opportunity of preferring 
our complaints to the admiral. The Welshman 
joined in my remonstrance, and was at great pains 
to demonstrate, that it was every man’s duty, as 
well as interest, to resign himself to the divine will, 
and look upon himself as a sentinel upon duty, who 
is by no means at liberty to leave his post before 
he IS relieved. Thomson listened attentively to 
what we said, and at last, shedding a flood of tears, 
shook his head, and left us without making any 
reply. About eleven at night he came to see us 
again, with a settled gloom on his countenance, and 
gave us t<i understand, that he had undergone ex¬ 
cessive toil since he saw us, and in recompense had 
been grossly abused by the doctor, who taxed him 
with being confederate with us, in a design of 
taking away his life, and that of the captain. After 
some time .spent in mutual exhortation, he got up, 
and squeezing me by the hand, with an uncommon 
fervour, cried, “ God bless you both and left us 
to wonder at his singular manner of parting with 
us, which did not fail to make a deep impression 
on us. 

Next morning, wlien the hour of visitation came 
round, this unhappy young man ^yas missing, and, 
after strict search, supposed to have gone overboai'd 
in the night; and tliis was certainly the case. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

We lament the Fate of our Companion—The Captain offers 
Morpan hu l.ibcrty, which he refuses to accept—We are 
brought before him, and examined—Morgan is sent back 
into Custody, whither also I am remanded, after a curious 
Trial. 

Tht: news of this event affected my feUow-pnsoner 
and me extremely, as our unfortunate companion 
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had justly acquired, by his amiable disposition, the 
love and esteem of us both; and the more ve re¬ 
gretted his untimely fate, the greater horror wc 
conceived for the villain ^'ho vas undoubtedly the 
occasion of it. This abandoned miscreant did not 
discover the least symj>toin of concern for Thom¬ 
son’s death, although he nmst have beeji conscious 
to himself of having driven him by ill usage to 
that fatal resolution ; but desired the captain to set 
Morgan at liberty again, to look after the patients. 
Accordingly, one of the corporals was sent up to 
unfetter him; but he protested he would not be re¬ 
leased until he should know for what he was con¬ 
fined ; nor would he be a tennis-ball, nor a shuttle¬ 
cock, nor a drudge, nor a scullion, to any captain 
under the sun. Oakum, finding him obstinate, and 
feariug it would not be in his power to exercise hia 
tyranny much longer with impunity, was willing 
to show some appearance of justice, and therefore 
ordered us both to be brought before him on the 
quarter-deck, where he sat in state, with his clerk 
on one side, and his counsellor Maekshanc on the 
other. When we approached, he honoured us with 
this salutation : “ So, gentlemen, d—n my blood! 
many a captain in the navy would have ordered 
you both to be tucked up to the yard’s arm, without 
either judge or jury, for the crimes you have been 
guilty of; but, d—n my blood! I have too much 
good nature, in allowing such dogs as you to make 
your defence.” “ t’aptain ()akum,” said iny fellow- 
sufferer, “certainly it is in your power (6ot helj) 
the while) to tuck us all up at your will, and desire, 
and pleasures. And perhaps it would be ]»etterfor 
some of us to be tucked up, than undergo the 
miseries to which we have been exposed. So may 
the farmer hang his kids for his diversion, and 
amusement, and luirtli; but there is such a tiling 
as justice, if not upon earth, surely in heaven, that 
will punish with fire and primstou(* all those who 
take away the lives of innocent people out of wan¬ 
tonness and parpurity, look you. In the moan 
time, 1 shall be glad to know the crimes laid to 
my charge, and see the person who accuses me.” 
“ That you shall,” said the ca})tain; “ }>L*re, doctor, 
wliat have you to say ?” Maekshaiie stepping for¬ 
ward, hemmed a go(^ while, in order to clear his 
throat, and, before he began, Morgan accosted him 
thus : “ Doctor Mackshaue, look in my face—look 
in the face of an honest man, who abhors a false 
witness as he abhors the tevil, and Got be judge 
between you and me.” The doctor, not minding 
this conjuration, made the following speech, us near 
as I can remember: “ Til tell you what, Mr. Mor¬ 
gan, to be sure what you say is just, in regard to 
an honest man, and if so be it appears as how you 
are an honest man, then it is my opinion that you 
deserve to be acquitted, in relation to that there 
affair; for 1 tell you what, Gaptain Oakum is re- 
8(»lved for to do every body justice. As for my own 
jKirt, all that I have to allege is, that I have been 
informed you have spoken disrespectful words 
against your captain, who, to be sure, is tlie most 
honourable and generous commander in the king’s 
service, without disparagement or exception of 
man, woman, or child.” Having uttered this ele¬ 
gant harangue, on which he seemed to plume him¬ 
self, Morgan replied, “ I do partly guess, and 
conceive, and understand your meaning, which 1 
wish could be more explicit; but, however, I do 
suppose I am not to be condemned upon bare hear¬ 
say ; or if 1 am convicted of speaking disrespect¬ 


fully of Captain Oakum, I hope there is no treason 
in my words.” “ But there’s mutiny, by G—-d, and 
that’s death by the articles of war,*’ cried Oakum. 
“ In the mean time, let the witnesses be called.” 
Hereupon Maekshane’s servant appeared, and the 
boy of our mess, whom they had seduced and tu¬ 
tored for the purpose. The first declared that 
Morgan, as he descended the cockpit ladder one 
day, cursed the captain, and called him a savage 
beast, saying, he ought to be hunted dowui as an 
enemy to mankind. “ This,” said the clerk, “ is a 
strong presumption of a design f<»rmod against the 
captain’s life. For why ? It presupposes malice 
aforethought, and a criminal intention « priori.** 
“ Bight,” said the captain to this miserable grub, 
who had been an attorney’s boy, “ you shall have 
law enough; here’s Cook and Littlejohn for it.” 
This evidence was confirmed by the hoy, who 
affinned, he heard the first mate say that the captain 
had no more bowels than a hear, and the surgeon 
had no more brains than an ass. Tlnm the senti¬ 
nel, who heard our discourse on the poop, was 
examined, and informed the court that the Welsh¬ 
man a.ssured me. Captain Oakum and Doctor 
Maekshanc would toss upon billows of burning 
brimstone in hell for their barbarity. The clerk 
observed, that there was an evident prejudication, 
which confinned the former suspicion of u con¬ 
spiracy against the life of Cajdain Oakum; for, 
because, how could Morgan so positively jironounce 
that the cajdain and surgeon would be d—d, unless 
lie had an intention to make aM'ay with them be¬ 
fore they could have time to repent? ^’his sage 
explanatioTi had great weight with our noble com¬ 
mander, who exclaimed, “ What have you to say 
to this, Tafly ? you seem to be taken all aback, bro¬ 
ther, ha!” Morgan was too much of a gentleman 
to disown the text, although he absolutely denied 
the trutli of the coniinent. irpon ■which the captain, 
strutting up to him, with a ferocious countenance, 
said, “ ISo, Mr. Sou of a b—h, you confess you 
honoured me with the names of bear and beast, 

and pronounced my d--tion ? D—n my heart I 

I have a good mind to have you brought to a 
comt-niartial, and hanged, you dog.” HereMaek- 
shaue, having occasion for an assistant, interposed, 
and begged the captain to pardon Mr. Morgan, with 
his wonted goodness, upon condition that he, the 
delinquent, should make such submission ns the 
nature of the misdemeanour demanded. Upon 
which the Camhro-Briton, who on this occasion 
would have made no submission to the Great 
Mogul, surrounded with his guards, thanked the 
doctor for his mediation, and acknowledged himself 
in the wrong for calling the image of Ciod a peasf; 
“ But,” said he, “ I spoke by metaphor, and para¬ 
ble, and comparison, and types; as we signify 
meekness by a Iamb, lechery by a goat, and crafti- 
ne.ss by a fox, so we liken ignorance to an ass, and 
brutality to a bear, and fury to a tiger; therefore 
I made use of these similes to express my senti¬ 
ments, look you, and what 1 said before Got, 1 will 
not unsay before man or peast neither.” Oakum 
was so provoked at this insolence, as he termed it, 
that he ordered him forthwith to be carried to the 
place of his confinement, and his clerk to proceed 
on the examination of me. The first (question put 
to me was touching the place of my nativity, which 
1 declared to be the north of Scotland. “ The north 
of Ireland, more like,” cried the captain; “but we 
shall bring y§\i up presently.” He then asked wliat 
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rolig!on I profossed ; and wlion I answered, “'J'lie 
J*roiestant,” swore J was as arrant a lioman us ever 
went to mass. “ Come, come, clerk,” continued 
he, “ catechise him a little on this subject,” liut 
before I relate the partienlars of the clerk’s in- 
<piiries, it will not be amiss to inform the reader 
that (»nr commander himself was an Ilibeniian, 
and, if not shrewdly l)elied, a K’onian (.'utholie to 
boot. “Yon say you are a TroU'stant,” said the 
clerk; “ make the sign of tlie ei*oss with your 
fingers—so; and swear upon it to that affirmation.” 
When X was about to perform this ceremony, the 
captain cried, with some emotion, “ Js’o, no, d—me! 
J*H have no profanation, neither. But go on with 
your interrogations.” “ Welj,thetj,” proceeded my 
examiner, “ how many sacraments are there.” 'JV) 
whieh 1 replied, “'IVo.” “ What are they?” said 
he. 1 answered, “ Jiajitism and the Lord’s Sniiper,” 
“And so you would explode confirmation and 
marriage altogether?” said Oakum; “J thought 
this feiiow was a rank Boman.” The elerk, though 
he was bred under an attonu-y, could not refrain 
from blushing at this blunder, which he endea- 
'oureil to coneeal, by ohser^ inj:, tliat tliese decoys ! 
would not do with me, wlio seemed to he an old 
olVender. Tie ucut on with asking, if 1 believed in 
traiisuhstuntiatiou ; hut 1 treated the notion tif a 
real )»resenee wiiii such disri'Speet, that his patron 
was scandalized at my im))ietv, and eominanded 
him to proceed to tlu* plot. \\ luTcujion tills mise¬ 
rable jK'ltifogger told me, there was great reason 
to suspect me of hiung a spy on hoard ; and that I 
ha<l enter<*<l into a eonspiiaey with Thonivon, uiul 
otluTs not yet deteet<‘d, against the life of ('aptam 
Oakum: Vhieli accusation they pn'tended to sup¬ 
port by the evidence of our ho\, who (h’clared, he 
had often heard tlu* deceased Thomson and me 
whispering together, ami could ilistiiignish the 
words “ Oakum, rascal, }»oison, pistol.” By whieh 
expressions it ajijjeatvd we did intend to use si¬ 
nister means to aeeompHsh his destrneti<m ; tlint 
the death of 'J'iiomson seenu*d to confirm this con¬ 
jecture ; who, (‘itlicr feeling the stings of remorse, 
for being engaged in .‘uieh a horrid eonfedcruc}, or 
fearing a dis(<»\,‘r\, h> which he must lunc in- 
failil)l\ sull’ered an igiiominions death, luid jnit a 
fatal period to his owij existence. But what esta¬ 
blished the truth of the whole was a hoiik in 
ciphers, found among my ])a)H*rs, whieh exactly 
tallied with one Ibuml in his <diest, after his disap¬ 
pearance. 'i'liis, he oh^er^e<l, was a presumption 
v(*r\ near proof p<»sitive, and would determine any 
jury ill (’hristendom to find me guilty. Jn my own 
defence, T alleged that I had been dragged on hoard 
at first very much against my inclination, as I 
could ]»rove by the eviilence of some jieo]de now in 
the ship, conse([nently could have no design of be¬ 
coming spy at that time ; and ever since had been 
entirely out of the reach of any correspondence 
that could justly entail that suspicion upon me. As 
for conspiring against my captain’s life, it could not 
ht* sujiposed that any man m his right wit.s would 
harbour the least thought of such iiu undertaking, 
which he could not possibly perform wdthout cer¬ 
tain infamy and ruin to himself, even if he hud all 
the inclination in the world. 'I'hat, allowing the 
Txiy's evidence to he true (whieh 1 affirmed w’as 
false and maheious), nothing conehisivc could he 
gathered from a few incoherent words. either 
■was the fate of Mr. Thomson a circumstance more 
fa\(mraTde for the charge ; for I ha4 in my pocket 


letter which too well explained that mystery, in 
a very different manner from that which was sup- 
po.sed. With these words 1 produced the folJcwiug 
letter, whieh Jack liattlin brought to me the very 
day after Thomson disappeared ; and told me it 
was committed to his care by the deceased, who 
made him promise not to deliver it sooner. Tlie 
clerk, taking it out of my hand, read aloud the con¬ 
tents, which were these: 

! “ Di AR Friknd,—I am »n mncli oppressed wUh the fa- 

tipue 1 daily ami niphtly undtrpo, and tlie barbarous u^ape 
of Doctor Markeshane, who is heot on your df.^fruct oti, as 
WL-1] as mine, that I am resolved to free myself from thi.H 
misein»)ie life, and before yon receive this, shall be no more. 

1 could have wished to die in your pond opinion, which I am 
afraid I siiall forfeit by the last act of my life; but if you 
cannot acquit me, T know you will at least pre.scrve some 
rcpnrd for the memory of an unfortunate younp man who 
loved you I rerommend it to you to beware of Mackshane, 
Mhow* rwenpe is unplacahle. I wish all prosperity to you 
and Mr. Morpan, to whom pray offer my last respects, and 
bop to be ronicnibcrod as your unhappy friend and cuuntr>- 
inan, “William Thomson.” 

I'his letter m'us no sooner read, than Macksnanc, 
in a transjiort of rage, siuitehed it out of the clerk’s 
hands, and tore it into a thousand pieces, saying, it 
was a villanous forgery, contrived and executed by 
III} self. The captain and clerk declared themselves 
of the same opinion, allhough 1 insisted on having 
the remains of it eomi>ared with other writings ot 
'rhomson, Mhieh they had in their possession; and 
T was <»rdered to answer the last article of my ue- 
eusation. namely, the hook of eiphers found among 
my i»a])ers. “'I’hat is easily done,” said J; “what 

j you are jileased to eall eijihers, are no other than 
the (in <‘L chaiaeters, in whieh, for my amusement, 

1 kept a di.ir\ of e\ery thing remarkable that has 
ocean e<l to mx ohserMition, since the beginning of 
tlie \oyage till* the da} on which T was put in irons; 
and the saiiu' method wa^ praetis<‘d hv Mr. Thom¬ 
son, who copied mine.” “A very likely storj !” 
cried ‘Maekshaiie, “what occasion was there for 
using (irci’k characters, if }<iu were not afraid of 
discovering what }ou had wrote? Jhit what d'}e 
talk of (Ireek characters? I)}e think I am so ig¬ 
norant of the Greek language, as not to distinguish 
its letter'^ fr<uu these, w liich are’iio more Greek than 
('Imiese ? No, no, 1 will not give up my knowledge 
of the Greek for you. nor none that exer came 
from } our eounti*}So .sax ing, with an unparalleh d 
eilronterx, he repeated some gihheririi, whieli hv 
the sound .seemed to he Irish, and made it pass for 
Gre<'k xxith the captain, who, looking at me with a 
eonteniptnous sneer, exelaimed, “ Ah! ah! have } ou 
caught a tartar?” 1 could not hel]> smiling at the 
eonsinmnate as.suranee of this IlihtTiiian, and offered 
to refer the dispute to any hod} on boaid who un- 
dersttiod the Greek alphaiiet. I'jion w Inch I^Iorgran 
was brought back, and being made acquainted with 
th(‘ affair, took the hook and read a whole page in 
Knglish without hesitation, deciding the controversy 
in mv favour. The doctor w as so far from being out 
of countenance at this detection, that he affirmed 
hlorgan was iu the secret, and repeated from his 
own invention. Oakum said, “Ay, ay, I see they 
are both in a story and dismissed my fellow-mate 
to his cock-loft, although I proposed that he and 1 
should read and tran.slate separately, any chapter 
or verse in the (ireek Testament in his possession, 
by whieh it would appear whether wo or the surgeon 
spoke truth. Not being endued with elotpience 
enough to convince the captain that there could Tie 
no juggle nor confederaev in this expedient, 1 begged 
i 
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to be examined by some unconcenicd person on 
board, who understood (3 reek. Accordingly (he 
whole ship’s company, officers and all, were called 
upon deck, among whom it w'as proclaimed, that if 
any of them could speak Greek, he or they so 
qualified should ascend (he quarter-deck innne- 
diately. After some pause, two fore-mast men came 
up, and professed their skill in that language", which, 
they said, they aeeiuired during several voyages to 
the Levant, among the Greeks of the Morea. The 
captain exulted much in this declaration, and put 
ray journal-hook into the hands of one of them, 
who candidly owned he could neither read nor 
write : (he other acknowledged the same degree of 
ignorance, but pretended to speak the Greek lingo 
with any man on hoard j and addressing himself to 
me, pronounced some sentences of a 'oarharous 
corrupted language, which I did not understand. 

I asserted, that the modern (ircek wa.s as dilfcrciit 
from that spoke and written hy the ancients, as the 
English used now from the old Saxon spoke in tin- 
time of Hengist; and as I had only learned tin- 
true original tongue, in which Homer, Pindar, the 
Evangelists, and other great men of antiquity wrote, 
it could not be supposed that I should know ant 
thing of an imperfect Gothic dialect that rose on 
the ruins of the former, and scarce retained tniy 
traces of the old expression. But if Doctor khtek- 
shanc, who pretended to he master of the Greek 
language, could maintain a eonverstilion with these i 
seamen, I would retract what I had said, anil he 
content to euffier any punishmofit he should think 
proper to inflict. I had no sooner uttered tliese 
words, than the surgeon, knowing one of these fel¬ 
lows to be his countryman, accosted him in Irish, 
and was answered in the same brogue; then a dia¬ 
logue ensued between them, which they affirmed to 
be in Greek, after having secured the secresy of 
the other tar, who had his cue in the language of 
the Morea from his companion, before they could 
venture to assert stich an intrepid falsehood. “ 1 
thought,” said Oakum, “ we should discover the 
imposture at last, Get the ra.seal he carried hack 
to ins confinement. I find he must dangle.” Having 
nothing further to urge in my own behalf, before a 
court so prejudiced with spite, and fortified with 
ignorance against truth, I suffered rntself to he re- 
tonducted peaceably to ray fellow-prisoner, who 
nearing the particulars of my trial, lifted up his 
hands and eyes to heaven, and uttered a dreadful 
groan ; and not daring to disburden his thoughts to 
me by speech, lest he might be overheard by the 
sentinel, burst forth into a VVel.sh song, which he 
accompanied with a thousand contortions of face, 
and violent gestures of body. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

I Jiscover a Subiintination .nRaiust me, bv moans of .v Quarrel 
between two of the Evidfuct^, In coii.st’qiiLMice of \Uiich 
] am het at Libcity, amt prevail upon to nceejit of 

hia Freedom oti the same Tenim—Matkbliaiie’.s MaJicc 
—We arrive at Jamaica, trom whence, in a .short Time, we 
beat up to Hispaiiiohi, in roiijiiiiction with llie West Iiidia 
Squadron—Wc take in Water, {>.ul afi.iin. and anive at 
rdithagejia--Ilcnectiom» on our (tondnet time 

Meanwhilk, a quarrel happcnotl between tlie two 
modern Greeks, the one, be revenjred of tlio 
other, came and diseoiered to us the invstorv of 


Macksliane’s dialogue, as I have explained it ahovo. 
This detection coining to the ears of the doctor, 
who was sensible that, now w’e were in sight of 
Janmica, we xshonid have an opportunity of clearing 
ourselves before a court-nmitiul, and, at the same 
time, of making his malice and ignorance con¬ 
spicuous, lie interceded for us with the captain so 
ciicctualiy, that, in a few hours, we were set at li¬ 
berty, and ordered to return to our duty. Tliis was 
a buiipy event for me, my whole body being blistered 
by the sun, and my limbs benumbed by want of 
motion. Hut 1 could scarce persuade the Welsh¬ 
man lo acce])t of this indulgcaec, he persisting in 
his obstinacy to remain in irons until lie should be 
discharged by a court-martial, which he believed 
w’ould also do him justice on his enemies. At length 
1 represented to him the jirccarious issue of a trial, 
the power and interest of his adversaries, and flat¬ 
tered his revenge with tlie hope of wreaking his 
resentment with his own hands upon J\laelv.shane 
after our retnin to Kngland. This last argument 
had more weight with him than all tin* rest, and 
prevailed u])on him to repair witli me to the cock¬ 
pit, whieli 1 no sooner entered tliau the idea of my 
departed friend presented itselflomy remcuibranee, 
and filled my eves w ith tears. We ihseharged from 
our mess the boy who acted so ])erfidiously, not- 
witlhstauding Ins tears, entreaties, and profesrions 
of peuiteiiee for what he liad doin.; init not before* 
lie had confessed that the surgeon had bribed bin 
to give evidence against us, with a pair of stockings, 
and a couple of old elieck shirts, of whieli his ser¬ 
vant had since jiliindered him. 

The keys of our cliest.s and lockers being sent lo 
us hy tile doctor, we detained tlu* mi-ssenger until 
we bad examined tlie contents; and my fellow-mate 
finding all his (’liesinre cheese consumed to a crust, 
his brandy exhaust(‘d, and his onions gone, was 
seized with a fit of choler, which he diseliarged 
on ,Miiekshanes man in oaths and exeeraiions, 
threatening to ))rosc<uite him as a thief. Tlic fellow 
hwoie in his turn, that he ne\er had the kevs in Ins 
))ossession till that tinn*, w'hen he received them 
from Iiis master, witli orders to deliver them to us 
“As (itOt is my judge,*’ cried ^Morgan, “and my 
saltation, and my witness, whosoever has pilfered 
my jirovisions, is a lousy, peggarly, rascally knave I 
and hy the soul of my grandsire ! I will impeach, 
and accuse, and indict him of a rojijiery, if 1 did 
but know who he is.”—Had lliis misfortune hap¬ 
pened at sea, where we could not repair the Io.''S, in 
all iirohability this deseendaut of ('ara<*taeiis would 
have lost liis wits entirely; but, when T oliserved 
how easy it would be to remedy this jialtry mis- 
eliaiiee, he htwme more calm, and rceoneiled 
himself to the occasion. A little while after tliis 
transport, the surgeon came into the berth, under 
pretence of taking something out of the medicine 
chest, and wdth a smiling aspect, wished us joy of 
our ileliveranee, which, he said, he had been at 
great iianis to obtain of the ca[»tani, wlio was very 
justly incen.sed at our behaviour; but he (the doctor) 
had j)assed liis word tor our future conduct, and he 
hoped we should give him no cause to repent of his 
kindness, lie expected, no doubt, an acknowdedg- 
mcnt from us for this prctciidi'd piece of service, us 
well as a general amnesty of w’hat was past; but he 
had lo do with pi'oplc wliovvere not quiti so apt to 
forgive injuries as he imagiind, or to forget, that, 
if our deliverance wa.s owing to hi.s mediation, our 
calamity was occasioned by his malice. 1 therefow 
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wt silent, vliile my companion answered, * Ay, ay, 
*tis no matter. Got knows tlie lioart—there is a 
time for all things, as the wise man suilh, there is 
a time for throwing away stones, and a time to 
gather^ them up again.” Tie seemed to he dis¬ 
concerted at this reply, and went aw^uy in a pet, 
muttering something about “ ingratitncle ” and 
‘‘ fellows,” of which we did not Uiiiik fit to take 
any notice. 

Our fleet having joined another that waited for 
us, lay at anchor about a month in the harbour at 
Rorl Royal in Jamaica, during which time some¬ 
thing of consequence was certainly transacted ; 
notwithstanding the insinuations of some who 
aflinned we had no business at all in that place; 
that, in order to take tlie advantage of the season 
proper for our enterprise, tlie Wcsl India sipiadron, 
which had previous notice of our coming, ought to 
have joined us at the west end of Hispaniola, with 
necessary stores and refresliments, fi-om w hence we 
could have sailed directly for Carthagena, b(*fort‘ 
the enemy could jmt themselves in a good j)osturc 
of defence, or, indeed, have an inkling of our 
design. Be this as it will, we sailed from Jamaica, 
and, in ten days or a fortnight, beat uj) against the 
wind as far as the Isle of'Vache, witli an intention, 
as was said, to attack tlie French flecMhen supposed 
to be h’ing near that place; but, before we arrived, 
they had sailed for Europe, havintr first des-patched 
an advice-boat to ('arthagena, witli an account of 
our being in those seas also of our strength and 
destination. We loitered here souiedajs longer, 
taking in wood, and brackish water, in the u.se 
whereof, however, our admiral seemed to consult 
the health of the men, by restricting eacii to a 
quart a day. At length we set sail, and arrived in 
u hay to the windward of Carthagena, where we 
came to an anchor, and lay at our ease leu days 
longer. Here again certain malioiouR i>eo]de took 
occasion to blame the conduct of their su})enors, 
by .saying, that in so doing, they not vuly un 
profitably wasted time, w}ii<-h was \ery precious, 
considering the ajjproach of the rain) sea.son, but 
also allow'ed llie Spaniard.s to recollect themselM*s 
from the terror occasioned by the approach oi‘ an 
English fleet, at least three times as numerous as , 
ever appeared in that part of the world before. 
But, if 1 might Ix' allow’ed to give ray opinion of the 
matter, I would ascribe this delay to the generosity 
of our chiefs, wlio scorned to take any advantag<* 
that fortune might give them, even overall enemy. 
At last, liow'cver, we weighed, and anchored again 
somewhat nearer the harbour’s moutli, where we 
made shift to land our marines, who encamped on 
the heaeh in despite of the enemy’s shot, w'hich 
knocked u good many of them on the head. This 
piece of conduct, in choosing a camp under the 
walls of an enemy’s fortification, whicli, I believe, 
never happened before, was practised, 1 presume, 
with a view of aeeustoming the soldiers to stand 
fire, who were not as yet much used to discipline, 
most of them having been taken from the plough- 
tail a few months before. This expedient again has 
furnished mutters for censure against the ministry, 
for seniling a few raw recruits on such an important 
enterprise, while so many veteran roginienls lay 
inactive at liome. But surely our governors had 
their reasons for so doing, w’hich possiblj may be 
disclosed with other secrets of tlie deep. JVrhaps 
they were loth to risk their best troops on such 
dcsjierate service; or the colonel and field oflicers 


of the old corps, who, generally speaking, enjoyed 
their commissions as sinecures or pensions, for 
some domestic services tendered to the court, refused 
to embark in such a dangerous and precarious 
undertaking; for wliich refusal, no doubt, they 
are much to be commended. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 

Our Land Forces being disembarked, erect a Fascine Bat¬ 
tery—Our Ship 18 ordered, with four more, to batter the 
Port of Boca Chica—Mackshane's Cowardice—The Chap- 
Uiu's frenzy—Honest Hattlin loses one Hand—His He¬ 
roism, and icflections on the Battle-—Cramplcy'i behaviour 
to me during ihe heat of the Fight. 

Our forces, being landed and stationed as I have 
already mentioned, set about erecting a fascine 
battery to cannonadt* the principal fort of the 
enemy, and in sonu'thing more than three w’ecks, 
it wa.s ready to open. 'Thai we might do the 
Spaniards as much honour as possible, it was de¬ 
termined, in a eouiieil of war, that five of our 
largest vships should attack the fort on one side, 
w'hile the battery, streng{hen('<l by two mortars and 
twenty-four cohorns, should ply it on tlie other. 

Accordiugiy the signal for our sliip to engage, 
among others, was lioisted, we being advertised the 
liiglit before to make every thing clear for that 
purpose; and in so doing, a difference happened 
between (’aptain Oakum and his wcll-heloved 
eousm and counsellor ^luckslianc, whicli had well 
nigh terminated in an open rupture. Tin* doctor, 
wdio had imagined there w’a.s no more danger of 
being hurl b) tlic encmy\s shot in the cockpit than 
ill the centre of the earth, w as lately informed that a 
.surgeon’s iimte had been killed in that part of the 
ship, by a cannon-ball from two small redoubts 
that were destroyed before the disembarkation of 
our .soldiers ; and therefore iusisJed upon having a 
jiiatlbrm raised for the convenience of the sick and 
w'ound(‘d ill ihe after-hold, where he deemed him- 
hulf more secure than on the deck above. The 
c‘a])tain. otteiulcd at this extraordinary proposal, 
a<*cuscd him of pusillanimity, and told him there 
was no room in the hold for such an occasion ; or, 
if there was, he ctnild not expect to be indulged 
more than the rest of the surgeons of the navy, 
who used the cockpit for that purpose. Fear 
rendering Mackshane obstinate, he persisted in his 
deiiiand, and showed his instructions, by which it 
w'as authorized, 'fhe captain swore these instruc¬ 
tions were dictated by a parcel of lazy poltroons 
who were never at sea ; nevertheless, htf was 
obliged to comply, and sent for the carpenter to 
give him orders about it: but, before any such 
measure could be taken, our signal was throw'n 
out, and the doctor compelled to trust his carcase 
in the cockpit, where Morgan and 1 we9fe busy in 
putting our instruments and dressings in order. 

Our ship, with others destined tor this service, 
immediately weighed, and, in less than half an 
hour, came to an anchor Kdore the castle of Boca 
Ohiea, with a spring upon onr cable; and the 
cannonading (which, indeed, was terrible!) began. 
I’lie surgeon, after having crossed himself, fell flat 
I ou the deck; and the cliaplaiu and purser, who 
’ were stationed with us in quality of a.ssistanfs, fol¬ 
lowed his example, while the Welshman and 1 sat 
upon a chest hioking at one another with gi'cat 
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discomposure, scarce able to refrain from the like 
prostration. And, that the reader may know it 
was not a common occasion that alanned us thus, 
I must inform him of the particulars of this 
dreadful din that astounded us. I’Jie tire of tlie 
Spaniards proceeded from ciphty-four great guns, 
beside a mortar and small arms, in Boca Chica, 
thirty-six in Fort St. Josoj)h, twenty in tw'ofaseine 
batteries, and fourmen-of-war, moimting sixty-four 
guns each. This was answered by our land bat¬ 
tery, mounted with twenty-one eannon, two mor¬ 
tars, and twenty-four cohorns, and five great ships 
of eighty or seventy guns, that fired witliout inter¬ 
mission. We had not been many minutes engaged, 
when one of the s:dlors brought another on his 
back to the eockj>il, where he tossed him down like 
a bag of oats, and pulling out his pouch, put a 
large chew of tobacco in his mouth, without speak¬ 
ing a word, lilorgan immediately examined the 
condition of the wounded man, and cried out, “ As 
I shall answer now, the man is as toad as rny groat 
grandfather.”—“ Dead,” said his comrade, “ he 
may he dead now, fijr aiight 1 know, but I’ll be 
d—^ if he was not alive when 1 took him up.” — 
So saying, he was alxmt to return to liis (juarters, 
when I bade him tarry the body along with him, 
and throw it overboard.—“ I)—n the body !” sard 
he, “ 1 thiuk ’tis fair enough if I take care of my 
own.” “My follow-mate snateliing up the ami)iita- 
tion knife, pursued him half w^ay up tlie cockpit 
ladder, crying, “ You lousy rascal, is this the 
churchyard, or the eliarneI-lioii.se, or the sepulchre, 
or the Golgotha of the ship?” but was sloj>}>ed in 
his career by one calling, “Yo ho, avast there— 
scaldings.” “ Sculdings!” answered Morgan, “ Got 
knows, ’tis hot enough, indeed : who are ^ou ?” 
“ Here’s one,” replied the voice. And I imme¬ 
diately knew it to be that of my honest friend, Jack 
Kattlin, who, coming towards me, told me, witli 
great deliberntion, he was come to be docked at 
last, and discovered the remains of one hand which 
had lieen shattered to pieces with a grap<‘ shot. 1 
lamented wdth unfeigned sorrow his misfortune, 
which he bore with heroii* courage, observing, that 
every shot had its comiuission. It wa.s wt'll it di<l 
not take him in tlie head ; or, if it had, wliat thim ? 
he should have died bravely, fighting for his king 
and country: death was a <lebt which every man 
owed, and must pay ; and that now wa.s as well as 
another time. 1 was much pleased and edified with 
the maxims of this sea philosopher, who endured 
the amputation of his left hand without siirinking; 
the operation being pcrforuied, at his request, by 
me, after Muckshane, who was witli didiculty pre¬ 
vailed to lift his head froui the deck, had declared 
there was a necessity for his losing the limb. 
While I was employed in dressing the btmnj), 1 
asked Jack’s opinion of the battle, who, shaking 
his head, frankly told me, he believed we sliould 
do no good; “For why? because instead of 
dropping anchor close under shore, where we 
should have bad to deal with one corner of Boca 
Chica only, we had opened the harbour, and ex¬ 
posed ourselves to the whole fire of the enemy from 
their shipping and Fort St. Joseph, as well as from 
the castle w'c intended to cannonade ; that, besides, 
we lay at too great a distance to damage the m'uIIs, 
and three parts in four of our shot did not taJvc 
prict*; for there was scarce any body on board 
wiio understood the pointing of u gun. Ah ! God 
help us!” continued he. “if your kinsman JJeute- 


I nant Bowding had been here, we should have had 
other guess work.” 

^ By this time our patients had increased to such 

! a number, that we did not know which to begin 

I witli; and the first mate plainly told the surgeon, 
that, if he did not get up immediately, and jtertbrm 
his dut), be would complain of his behaviour to 
the admiral, and make afiplicution for his warrant. 
This remonstrance offeetually roused Mackshane, 
wIjo was never deaf to an argument in winch he 
thought his iulercst was concerned; he therefore 
rose up, and in order to strengthen his n'solution. 
had recourse more than once to a case-bottle of 
nmi, which he freely communicated to the chaplain 
and jnirser, who had as much need of such extra¬ 
ordinary inspiration as himself: being tliiis sup¬ 
ported, he went to work, and arms and legs were 
hewed down witliout mercy. The fumes of the 
]I(juor mounting into tlie parson’s brain, conspired, 
with his former agitation of spirits, to make him 
quite delirious; he stripped himself to the .skin, 
and besmearing his body with blood, eoulil scarce 
be withheld from running upon deck in that con¬ 
dition. Jack Kattlin, sciindalized at this defxirt- 
inent. endeavoured to allay his transports w'ith 
reason; but, finding all lie sani inofiectual, and great 
confusion occasioned by his frohes, he knocked him 
down with his right hand, and by tlireats kept liim 
quiet in that state of humiliation. But it was not 
in the ]iower of niin to elevate tiic purser, wdio sat 
on the floor w’rlnging hi.s hands, ami cursing the 
hour in w'hieh he left his iieaeeabie profession of a 
brewer in Boclu'.ster, to engage in such a life of 
b'rror and disfjuiet. While we divertid ourselve.s 
at the expense of this jiofir devil, a shot happened 
to take us betw’cen wind and water, ami, its course 
being through tlu* purser's store room, made a ter¬ 
rible Imvock and noise among the jars and bottles 
in its way, and disconcerted Maekshune so much, 
tliat he dropped his scalj)el, and, fulling down on his 
knees, pronounced Ins p<iUniv,si(r aloud ; the purser 
fell hackM'ard, and lay without sense or motion; 
and the chaplain grew so outrageous, that Kattlin 
with one hand could not keep iiim under ; so that 
we were obliged to confine him in the surgeon’s 
cabin, where he was no doubt guilty of a thousand 
extravagances. Much about this time, my old ant¬ 
agonist (b’ampley came down, with ex{)ress ordeiii, 
as he said, to bring me up to the quarter-deck, to 
dress a slight wound the captain had iveeiv<*<l by a 
splinter ; bis reason for honouring me hi particular 
with this piece of service, being, that, in ease I 
should bo killed or disabled by the way, my death 
or mutilation would be of less eonseijueuce to the 
ship’s company than that of the doctor or his first 
mate. At another time, perhaps, I might have dis¬ 
puted this order, to which I w’as not bound to pay 
the least regard; hut as 1 thought my reputation 
depended upon iny compliance, 1 was resolved to 
convince my rival that J was no more afraid than 
he of exjiosing myself to danger. With this view 
1 provided myself with dre.ssings, and followed him 
immediately to the quarter-deck, through a most 
infernal scene of slaughter, fire, smoke, and uproar! 
(\iptain Uukum, who leaned against the mizen- 
mast, no sooner saw me a]>proueh m my shirt, with 
the sleeves tucked up to my arm-pits, and my hands 
dyetl with blood, than he signified his di.spleasure by 
a frown, and asked why the doctor himself did not 
come ? I told him Crampley had singled me out, as 
if by express command; at which nqdy he seemed 
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surprised, and threatened to punish the midshipman 
for his presumption after the engagement: in the 
mean time 1 was sent back to my station, and or¬ 
dered to tell Maekshane, that the captain expected 
him immediately. I got safe back, and delivered 
my eoniinission to the doctor, who flatly refused to 
quit the post assigned to him by his instructions ; 
whereupon Morgan, who, I believe, was jealous of 
ray reputation for courage, undertook the affair, 
and jiseended with great intrepidity. The captain, 
finding the surgeon obstinate, suffered himself to 
be dressed, and swore he would confine Maekshane 
as soon as the service should be over. 


riTAf’TEU xxxm. 

A Breach lieitiK made ni the tVans, our Soldiers give (he 
Assault, and tahe the Place without oppof-ition—Our 
.Sailors at the same time become Masters of all the other 
Strengths near Bona Chlca, and take possession of the 
llaihour—The good consequeiK'n of the Succcsb —We move 
nearer the Town—Kind two Korts deserted, and tlie 
rhaimel blocked up with sunk Vessels ; which, however, 
w'o liml inediis to clear—Land our Soldiers at l^a <iuinta - 
Repulse a body of Militid-- Attack tiie C.istlt* of St. I«i7,ar, 
and an* forced to retreat with great loss —The remains ot 
our Army are re embarked—An cHort of the Ailmiral tu 
take the Town—The economy of our F.xpeditmn des< nbed 

Having cannonaded the fort during the space of 
four hours, we wore all ordered to slip our cables, 
and sheer oft’; but next day the enpagement was 
renewed, and continued from the morning till the 
afternoon, when the enemy’s fire from Iloea (Miiea 
slackened, and towards evening was (piite silenced. 
A breach being made on tin* other sltle, by our land 
battery, large enough to admit a middle-sized ba¬ 
boon, provided ht* could fitid means to climb u]> to 
it,—'Our general jiroposed to gi%e the assault that 
very night, and actually orderi*d a detachment on 
that duty. Jh-ovidenee sto<Kl our friend upon this 
occasion, and put it into the hearts of* the Spaniards 
to abandon the fort, -which might have been main¬ 
tained by resolute men till the day of judgment, 
against all the force we could exert in the attack : 
and while our soldierstook possessionof theenemv’s 
ramparts without resistance, the same good luck 
attended a body of sailors, who made themselves 
masters of Tort St. Joseph, the fascine batteries, 
and one Spanish man-of-war; the other three 
being burnt or sunk by the foe, that they might 
not fall into our hands. The taking of these forts, 
in the strength of which the Spaniards chiefly 
confided, made us masters of the outward harbour, 
and occasioned great joy among us; as we laid our 
accounts with finding little or no opposition from 
the town: and, indeed, if a few gn*at ships had 
sailed up immediately, before they had recovered 
from the confusion and despair that our unexpected 
success had produced among them, it is not im¬ 
possible that we might have finished the affair to 
our satisfaction, wntlumt any more bloodshed; but 
this step our heroes disdained, as a barharotis insult 
over the enemy’s distres.s, and gave them all the 
respite they could desire, in order to recollect them¬ 
selves. In the mean time, Maekshane, taking the 
advantage of this general exultation, w^aited on 
our captain, and pleaded his cause so effectually, 
that he was re-esUtblishcd in his good graces ; and 
Bfi for Crampley, there was no more notice taken of 
hiB behaviour towards me during the iiction. Rut 


of all the consequences of the victory, none w'aa 
more grateful than plenty of fresh water, after we 
had languished five weeks on the allowance of a 
purser’s quart per diem for each man, in the torrid 
zone, where the. sun was vertical, and the expense 
of bodily fluid so great, that a gallon of lifjuor 
could scarce siipjdy the w^aste of twenty-four hours; 
especially as our ])rovision consisted of putidd salt 
heefl to which the sailors gave the name of Irish 
horse; salt pork of New England, which, though 
neither fish nor flesh, savoured of both; bread from 
the same country, every biscuit whereof, like a piece 
of clock-work, moved by its own internal impulse, 
occasioned by the myriads of insects that dwelt 
within it; and butter served out by the gill, that 
tasted like train-oil thickened with salt, instead 
of small beer, each man was allowed three half- 
quarterns of brandy or rum, w'hicli were distributed 
every morning, diluted with a certain quantity of 
his water, without either sugar or fruit to render it 
palatable ; for which reason, this eom])osition w'as, 
l)y the sailors, not unaptly styled AWea.sift/. Nor 
was this limitation of simple element ow’ing to a 
scarcity of it on hoard, for there was at this time 
w'ater enough in the ship for a voyage of six months, 
at the rate of half a gallon per day to each man : 
hut this fast must, 1 suppose, have been enjoined by 
way of penance on the ship’s company for their 
sins ; or rather with a view to mortify them into a 
contempt of life, that they nught thereby become 
more resolute and regardless of danger. How' 
sim])ie, llnm, do those people argue, who ascnlte 
the mortality among us to our had provision and 
want of water; and affirm, tltat a gri'at many 
valuable lives might have been saved, if the useless 
transports had been employed in fetching fresh 
stock, turtle, fruit, and other refreslimeiits from 
Jamaica, and other adjacent islands, for the use of 
the army and fleet 1 seeing, it is to be hoped, that 
those w'ho died went to a better place, and those 
w’ho survived were the more easily maiutained. 
After all, a sufficient number remained to fall be- 
fire the walls of tSt. Lazar, where they behaved 
like their own country mastiffs, w Inch .shut their 
eyes, run into the jaws of a bear, and have tlieir 
heads crushed for their valour. 

But to return to my narration. After having 
put garrisons into the forts we had taken, and re- 
embarkt'd our soldiers and ailillery, a ]>icce of ser¬ 
vice that detained us more than a week, we \ entured 
up to the mouth of the inner harbour, guarded by 
a large fortification on one side, and a small redoubt 
on the other, both of which were deserted before 
our apjiroaeh, and the entrance of the harbour 
blocked up by .several old galleons, and two men 
of war tlmt the enemy had .sunk in the clmnuel. 
M'e made shift, however, to open a pa.ssage for soms 
ships, that favoured a second landing of onr troops, 
at a place called La (Quinta, nt)t far from the towc, 
where, after a faint resistance from a body of Spa* 
niards who opposed their disembarkation, they 
encamped with a design of besieging the oa*stle of 
St. Lazar, which overlooked and commanded the 
city. Whether our renowned general had nobody 
in his army who knew' how to approach it in form, 
or that he trusted entirely to the fame of his arms, 
1 shall not determine; hut, certain it is, a resolution 
was taken in a council of war, to attack the place 
with musketry only. This was put in execution, 
and succeeded accordingly ; the enemy giving them 
such a hearty reception, that the greatest pai't of 
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thi detachment took up their everlasting residence 
on the spot. Our chief, not relishing this kind of 
complaisance in the Spaniards, was wise enough to 
retreat on hoard with the remains of his army, 
which, from eight thousand able men landed on the 
hcaeh, near Boca China, was now reduced to fifteen 
hundred fit for service. Tlie sick and wounded 
were squeezed into eertain vessels, which thcncc 
obtained the name of hospital ships, though methinks 
they scarce deserved such a creditable title, seeing 
few of them could boast of their surgeon, nurse, or 
cook; and the space between decks was so eon- 
fined, that the miserable patients had not room to 
sit upright ill their beds. Their wounu3 and stumjis 
being neglected, contracted filth and putrefaction, 
and millions of maggots were hatched amidst the 
corruption ot their sores. This inhuman disregard 
was imputed to the scarcity of surgeons; though it 
is well known, that every great ship in the fleet 
could have spared one at least for this duty; an ex¬ 
pedient which would have been more than vsufiicient 
to remove this shocking ineonvenienee. Jlut, per¬ 
haps, the general was too much of a gentleman to 
ask a favour of this kind from his fellow ehief, 
who, on the other hand, would not derogate so 
much from his own dignity, as to offer such assist¬ 
ance unasked; for T may venture to affirm, that, 
by this time, the demon of J)iscord, with her sooty 
wings, had breathed her iniluenee upon our coun¬ 
sels } and it might be said of these great men, (I 
hope they will pardon the comparison,) as of Cresar 
and Pompey, the one could not brook a superior, 
and the other was imiiatient of an equal; so that, 
between the pride of one, and insolence of another, 
the enterprise miscarried, according to the proverb, 
“ Between two stools, the backside falls to the 
ground.” Not that 1 would he thought to liken any 
public concern to that ojiprobrious jiart of the hu¬ 
man body, though 1 might with truth assert, if I 
durst use such a vulgar idiom, that the nation did 
hang an a—sc at its disappointment on this occa¬ 
sion ; neither would T jircsume to compare the 
cajiacity of our heroic leaders to any such wooden 
convenience as a Joint-stool, or a close-stool, but 
only to signify by this simile tlie mistake the peo- 
])le committed in trusting to the union of two instru¬ 
ments that w'cre never Joined. 

A day or two after the atUnnpt on St Lazar, the 
admiral orderetl one of the Sjsinish ..len of war w(‘ 
had taken to be immnted with sixteen guns, and 
manned with de.taelimciits from our great shij^s, 
in order to batter the town. Accordingly she was 
towed into the inner harbour in the night, and 
moored within half a mile of the walls, against 
which she began to fire at day-break; and con¬ 
tinued about six hours exposed to the opposition of 
at least thirty pieces of cannon, which at length 
obliged our men to set her on fire, and get off as 
well as they could in their boats. This piece of 
conduct afforded matter of speculatiou to all the 
w'its either in the army or navy, w'ho were at last 
fain to acknowledge it was a stroke of policy above 
their comprehension. Some entertained such an 
irreverent opinion of the admiral’s understanding, 
as to think he expected the town would surrender 
to his floating buttery of sixteen guns. Others ima¬ 
gined his sole intention was to try tlie enemy’s 
strength, by which he should be able to compute 
the number of great ships that would be necessary 
to force the town to a capitulation. But this last 
conjecture soon appeared groundless, inasmuch as 


no shi])s of any kind whatever were afterwards em¬ 
ployed on that service. A third sort swore, vhat 
no other cause could be assigned for this under¬ 
taking, than that which induced Don Quixote to 
attack the windmill. A fourth class, and that the 
most numerous, though, without doubt, composed 
of the sanguine and malicious, plainly taxed thi» 
commander for want of honesty, as well as sense) 
and alleged, that he ought to have sacrificed pri¬ 
vate pique to the interest of his country; that, 
where the lives of so many brave fellow-citizens 
were concerned, he ought to have concurred with 
the general, without being solicited, or even desired, 
towards their preservatiou and advantage; that, if 
his arguments could not dissuade him from a des¬ 
perate enterprise, it was his duty to liuvc rendered 
it os praelieable as possible, without running ex¬ 
treme hazard; that tliis could have been done, 
with a good prospect of success, by ordering five 
or six large ships to hatter the town, while the 
land forces stormed the eastle; by these means a 
considerable diversion would have been made in 
favour of those troops, who, in their march to the 
assault, and in their retreat, suffered much more 
from the town than from the castle; that the inha¬ 
bitants, seeing themselves vigorously attacked on 
all hands, would have been dividetl, distracted, and 
confused, and, in all probabiiy, unable to resist the 
assailants. But all tlwse suggestions surely pro¬ 
ceeded from ignorance and malevolence, or else 
the admiral would not have found it such an easy 
matter, at his rettirn to England, to justify his con¬ 
duct to a ministry at once so upright and di.seern- 
ing. ’I'nie it is, that those who undertook to 
vindicate him on the spot, asserted that there was 
not water enough for our groat ships near the tov n; 
though this was a little unfortunately urged, because 
there happened to he jiilots in the fleet perfectly 
well aeqtuiinted with the soundings of the harbour, 
who affirmed there was water enough for fiveeighty- 
gun ships to lie abreast, almost up at the very m alls, 
’rhe disa])pointments we suflered occasioned a uni¬ 
versal dejection, wiiicb was not at all alleviated by 
the objects that daily and hourly entertained our 
eyes, nor by the ])rospect of wlial must have inevi¬ 
tably happened, had we remained much longer in 
this place. Sueh was the economy in some ships, 
that, rather than be at the trouble of interring the 
dead, tlu' commanders oixlered their men totlirow 
their bodi(‘s overboard, many without either ballast 
or w'inding-sheet; so that numbers of human car¬ 
casses floated ill the harbour, until they W'ere de¬ 
voured hy sharks and carrion crow s, which aflbrded 
no agreeable spectacle to those who survived. At 
the same time the wet season began, during which 
a deluge of rain falls from the rising to the setting 
of the sun, without intermission; and that no sooner 
ceases, than it begins to thunder and lighten with 
such continual flashing, tliat one can sec to read a 
very small print by the illumination. 


CUAPTEIl XXXIV, 

An Epidemic Fever rapes amonpns—We abandon our Con¬ 
quests—I am seized with the DiRteinper—Write a Petition 
to Uie Captain, which is rejected—1 am in danger of Suflo- 
catton through the malice of Crampley; and relieved by a 
Serjeant—My Fever increases—The Chaplain wants toCon- 
fess me—I obtain a favourable Crisis—Morgan’s affection 
for me proved—The behaviour of Mackshane and Cramp* 
Icy towards me—Captain Oakum ia removed into anothar 
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Ship, vith hl.s beJnveil Doctor—Otir new C.ipt.iin described 
—An AdvciUiirc of Nforgun. 

iViR chanp:o of the* atniosphert*, occasioned by Ibis 
pbenonicnon, conspired, -with tlie sttniuh Ibat sur- 
romidccl us, the lieat ol’ ihe climate, our own con¬ 
stitutions impoverished by bad in-ovisions, and 
oar despair, lo introduce ibe bilious fever among 
us, wliieb raged with such violence, that three- 
fourths of those whom it invaded died in a deplor- 
uhU* manner ; the colour of their skin being, by tlie 
CNtreme putrefaction of the juices, changed into 
that of soot. 

Our conductors, finding things in lliis situation, 
pereeiv(‘d it was iiigh linKi to rehiupiisli our eon- 
(juests : and this we did, after having renderedllieir 
artillery useless, and blown u]) their walls witli 
gunpowder, dust as w<' sailed from Jtoea Chiea 
on our return to damaiea, I found myself tlireat- 
ened witli the symptoms of this terrible distemjier; 
and knowing very well that I stood no chance for 
my lile, if I should be obliged lo lie in the cock]»it, 
which by this time was grown intolerable, even to 
jjcople in healtli, by reason of the heat and un- 
wholes()in(‘ smell of decayed provision, 1 wrote a 
petition to the captain, representing my ease, and 
iiuinhl}' imploring his jx'rmission to lie among the 
soldiers in the middle dock, for the of the 

lur: but I might have spared myself the trouble; 
lor this humane commander reiused rny re<pu‘st, 
and ordered me to continue in the place allotted for 
the surgeon's mates, or else to he contented to lie 
in the hospital, wdiieh, by the by, was three degrees 
more offensive and more sulfoeating tlian our own 
berth below. Another in my condition, perhaps, 
■would have submilt(*d to his fate, and died in a 
pet; hut ! could not brook the thoughts of perish- 
mgso lutifnl)}, after I lia<l W(‘athered so many gales 
of ban! fortune. I tliendbre, without minding 
Oakum's injunction, ]>revailL(l upon tlie soldiers, 
■\ihose good will I ha<l aepdred, to admit my ham¬ 
mock among them, a.id aetuallv oongrutulated 
m>self upon my eomlbrtahle siliiation; m hicli 
t’rmnpley no sooner iniderstood, than he signified 
ti> the e.iptain my contempt»of his orders, and was 
uivesled with tin* power to turn me down again 
int<v my proper habitation. I’liis barbarous piece 
of re^e^ge iueensed me so much against tlie antiior. 
that I voweil, with hitter impree.itions, to call him 
to :i severe aeeoniit, if cv<‘r it should he in my 
power; and (he agitation of mv spirits increased my 
iiwer to a a ioleiit degree. While 1 lay gasping for 
hreatli in this iiiferii.d abode, 1 was visited by a 
Serjeant, The bones of wJiose nose 1 had reduced and 
set to rights, after they had bi*en demolished by a 
splinter during our last engagement. lie being 
informed of my condition, olTered me the use of bis 
berth in the middle deck, which was enclosed witli 
canvass, ami well aired by a port-hole that remained 
ojieu witldn it. I embraced this jiroposal with joy, 
and was iiiiim'diately conducted to the jilaee, where 
1 was treated, bile my illness lasted, with the 
utmost tenderness and care by tliis grateful halber¬ 
dier, who had no otlu'r bed for himself than a hen¬ 
coop, during th<* ■whole passage, llert* I lay, and 
enjoyed the breeze; notwithstanding ■which, my 
malady gained ground, and at hmgth my life was 
despaired of, (hough 1 never lost hopes of recovery, 
even wlien I had the mortification to see, from my 
cabin w'iridow, six or seven thrown overhoard every 
day, who died of the same distemper. This confi- 
deuce, I am persuaded, conduced a great deal to the 


preservation of my life, especially when joined to 
another resolution 1 took at the beginning, namely, 
to refuse all medicine, which 1 could not help think- 
'ng cooperated with the disease, and, instead ofre- 
iisling putrefaction, ])ronK)ted a total degeneracy of 
the vital fluid. When my friend Morgan, therefore, 
brought iiis <liaphoretie boluse.s, 1 put them in my 
mouth, ’tis true, but without any intention of swal¬ 
lowing them ; and, when he went away, s])it them 
out, and washed my mouth ■with water-gruel: I 
seemingly complied in tiiis manner, that J might 
not afiront the blood of Caractacus, by u refusal 
w liieh might have intimated a <Iiffi<lence of his phy¬ 
sical capacity ; for he acted as my ])hyBician, iJoe- 
tor Maekshane never once inquiring about me, or 
even knowing where I ■was. \Vhen my distemper 
was at tlie heiglit, Morgan thought my case des¬ 
perate ; and, after having ajqdied a blister to the 
nape of my neck, squeezed luy hand, bidding me, 
with a woeful eouiitenance, recommend myself to Got 
and my Ketcemer; then taking his leave, desired 
the chaplain to come and administer sonic spiritual 
consolation to me; but before he arrived, I made 
shift to rid myself of the troublesome application 
the Welshman had bestovsed on my back. The 
parson liuving felt my pulse, inquired into the 
nature of my complaints, hemmed a little, and 
began thus : “ Air. liandom, God out of his infinite 
mercy hath been pleased to visit you with a dreadful 
distemper, the is.siie of which no man know.s. You 
may he permitted to recover, and live many days 
on the face of the earth; and, ■wdiich is inore pro- 
Imble, you maybe taken aw’ay and cut off in the 
flower of your yoiitli. It is incumbent on you, 
tlierefore, to prepare for the great change, by re¬ 
penting sincerely of your sins; of this there cannot 
bo a greater sign, than an ingenuous confession, 
which I conjure you to make, without hesitation or 
mental reservation; and when 1 am eonvineed of 
your sineerity, 1 will then give you such comfort 
a.s the situation of your soul will admit of. With¬ 
out doubt, you have been guilty of numberless 
transgressions to which youth is subject, as s^wear- 
ing, drunkenness, vvlioredoin, and adultery; tell 
me, lluTi'I'ore, witiiout reserve, the jiarticulars of 
each, e.speeiully' the last, that I may be acquainted 
with the true state of your conseienee : for no phy¬ 
sician will prescribe for his jmtient until he knows 
the eireumstiiiu’cs of his disease." As 1 ■was not 
undei any' apjwehensions of death, 1 could not help 
smiling at the ehajilain's impiisitiv'e remonstrance, 
which I told him savoured more of the Ixomanthan 
of the Protestant church, in recommending auricu¬ 
lar confession; a thing, in my opinion, not at all 
lu'cessary to salvation, and which, for that reason, 
1 declined. This reply disconcerted him a little ; 
however he explained away liis meaning, in making 
learned distinctions between what -was absolutely 
necessary, and ■what w'us only convenient; then 
proceeded to ask what religion I professed. I an¬ 
swered, that I had not as yet considered the differ¬ 
ence of r<*ligioiis, eoiiseipienlly had not fixed on any 
ono in particular, hut that I was bred a presbyte- 
rian. At this word the chaplain expressed great 
astonishment, and said he could not apprehend how 
a presbylerian was entitled to any post under the 
Knglish govennuent. 'L’hen he asked ifl had ever 
received the sacrament, or taken the oaths; to which 
que.stions 1 replying in the negative, he held np 
his haiid.s assured me he could do me no service, 
wished I might not be in a state of rcprohtttiou, 
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and returned to liis messmates, ■wlio were making 
merry in the ward-room, round a table well stored 
with bumbo* and wine. This insinuation, terrible 
as it was, had not such an effect upon me as the 
fever, which, soon after he had left me, grew out¬ 
rageous; 1 began to see strange chimeras, and 
concluded myself on the j)oint of becoming deli¬ 
rious : iu the mean time, being in great danger of 
suffocation, I started up in a kind of frantic fit, with 
an intention to plunge myself' into the sea; and as 
my friend the scijeant was not present, would 
certainly have cooled myself to soTiie purpose, had 
I not perceived a moisture upon my thigh, as 1 en¬ 
deavoured to get out of my luinmioek. 'J’he appear¬ 
ance of this revived my hopes, and I had reflection 
and resolution enough to take advatitage of this 
favourable symptom, by tearing the shirt from my 
body, and sheets from niy bed, and wrapi)ing my¬ 
self in a thick blanket, in which cnclosiirc, for 
about a quarter of an hour, I felt the pains of hell; 
blit it was not long bel<)re I was recompensed for 
my sutfering, by a ju'ofuse sweat, that, bursting 
from the whoU* surface of my skin, iu h‘ss than 
two hours relieved me from all my complaints, ex¬ 
cept that of weakness ; and left me us hungry as 
a kite. 

J enjoyed a very eoinfortuble nap, after which 1 
was regaling myself with the agreeable reverie of 
iny future happiness, when 1 heard Morgan, on the 
outside of the curtain, ask the sergeant if I m us alive 
still? “Alive!” cried the otlier, “God forhiil he 
should be otherwise! he has lain quiet these five 
hours, and 1 do not choose to disturb him, for sleeji 
will do liiiu great service.” “Aye,” said my fellow'- 
nuite, “he sleeps so sound, look you, that he will 
n<‘ver waken till Ihe gr<‘at trump blows. Got be 
niereiful to his soul! Hi* has jiaid his debt like an 
honest man. Aye, and moreover he is at r(‘st from 
all jiersecutions, and troubles, and afnictions, of 
wiiich, Got knows, ami J know, he had his own 
share, Ochree! Oehree! he was a jiroinihing 
V outh, indeed.” So saying, he groaned grievously, 
and began to whine in siudi a nianni'r, as per¬ 
suaded me he had a real friendship for ini‘. 'I’he 
serg<‘ant, alarmed at his words, came into the bcrtli. 
and while he looki'd upon me, I sniih'd, and tipped 
him llic wink ; he immediately guessed my mean¬ 
ing, and, remaining silent, JMorgim was confirmed 
in his opinion of my being dead : whereupon he 
approached with tears in las eyes, in order to in¬ 
dulge his grief with tlie sight of the object. And 
I couulerfeitcd death sowed, by fixing my eyes, 
and dropjnng my under jaw', that ho said, “'’I'here 
he lies, no petter than a lump of clay. Got help 
meand observed, by the distortion of my face, 
that I must have hud a strong struggle. 1 should 
not have been able to contain myself much longer, 
when ho began to perform the last duty of*a friend, 
in closing my eyes and my mouth; upon which I 
suddenly snapped at his fingers, and discomposed 
nim BO much, that he started back, turned pule as 
ashes, and stared like the jiicture of Horror. Al¬ 
though 1 could not help laughing at his appearance, 
1 was concerned for his Bituation, and stretched out 
my hand, Udiing him 1 hoped to live and eat some 
salinagundy of his making in England. Tt was 
some lime liefore he could recollect himself so far 
as to foci my pulse, and impure into the particulars 
of my disease. Hut when he found I liad enjoyed 

• Unniho Is a liquor cunipo&cd of rum, sug.ar, water, and 
r.u'Uieg. 


a favourable crisis, be congratulated me upon my 
good fortune, not failing to ascribe it, under Got, 
to the blister he had ajiplied to my back, at his last 
visit, “Which, by tfie by,” said he, “must now be 
removed and dressed.” He was actually going to 
fetch dressings, when 1, feigning astonishment, 
said, “Ifiess me! sure you never applied a blister 
to me; there is nothing on my back, I assure you.” 
But he could not be convinced till he had examined 
it, and then ondeav'oured to conceal lus confusion, 
by expressing his surprise in finding the skin 
untouched, and the plaster missing. In ordt*r fr) 
excuse myself for paying so little regard to liis 
prescription, 1 pretended ti> have been insensible 
when it was put on, and to have pulled it oft’ after- 
w’ards in a fit of delirium. 'Jliis apology satibfied 
my Irieml, who on this occasion abated a good 
deal of liis stiffness in regard to punctilio; and as 
we were now salely arrived at rJamaica, where 1 
had the benefit of fresh jirovisions and othm* re-, 
freshments, J recovered strength evei^ day, and,* 
in a short time, my health and vigour were per¬ 
fectly reestublislied. When J got up at lirst, mid 
was just able to crawl about the deck w'ith n staff' 
in my hand, 7 met Doctor Mackshaiie, who pas.s<‘il 
by me wuth a disdainful look, and did not vouchsaft! 
lo honour me with one word. After him emne 
Oampiey, who, strutting up to me, with a fierce 
countenanee, pronounced, “Here's fine discipline 
on hoard, when such lazy skulking sons of h- lies 
as you are allowed, on preleneeof sieKTiehS,lo lolloji 
at your ease, while your lietters are kiqit to hard 
duty!” 'fhe sight and behav iour of this nnilicious 
scoundrel eTirage<l me so much, that I eould scarce 
ridVain from laying my cudgel across his jiate; but 
when I coiiBidered my present feebleness, and the 
em‘mies I had in (h<‘ ship, uho wanted only a pre¬ 
tence to ruin me, I restraim^d my jiassion, and con¬ 
tented myself with telling him, I hud not forgot lus 
insolence and malice, and that 1 hoped we slumld 
meet one day on shore. At this declaration he 
grinned, shook his fist, ami .swore he longed for 
nothing more tliiin such an ojqiortunity. 

JMeanwIdle our ship was ordered to be heaved 
down, victualled, and wat(*red, for her return to 
England ; and our captain, for some reason or other, 
not tlunking it convenient for him to revisit his 
native comitry at this time, exchanged with a gen¬ 
tleman, who, on the other hand, wislied for nothing 
so much, as to 7 k‘ safe w ithout the trojiie; all Ins 
care and lenderuess of himself being msutficient to 
jircserve his eomplexioii from the injuries of the 
sun and weather. 

Dur tyrant having left the sliiji, and carried his 
favourite IMackshune along with him, to my inex¬ 
pressible salisfaetion, our new commander came on 
board in a ten-oared barge, overshadowed with a 
vast umbrella, and appeared iu everything the re¬ 
verse of Oakum, being a tall, thin, young man, 
dressed in this manner: a white hat, garnished 
with a red feather, adorned his head, from w hence 
his hair flowed upon his shoulders, in ringlets, tied 
behind with a ribbon. His coat, consisting of pink- 
coloured silk lined with white, by the elegance of 
the cut retired backward, as it were to discover a 
white satin waistcoat embroidered with gold, un¬ 
buttoned at the npiier part to display a brooch set 
with gurnets, that glittered in the breast of his 
shirt, which wjis of the finest cambric, edged with 
right Mechlin, The knees of his crimson velvet 
breeches scarcely descended so low as to meet hU 
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Rilk stockinf'S, ■which rose without spot or wrinkle 
on his TTicaj^re lcj?s, trom shoos of blue Meroquin, 
studded with diamond buckles, that flamed forth 
rivals to the sun! A steel-hilted sword, inlaid witli 
gold, and decked with a knot of ribbon whicli fell 
down in a rich tassel, eejuipped his side; and an 
amber-headed cane hung dangling from his wrist. 
Hut the most reinarkabie parts of his furniture 
were, a mask on his face, and white gloves on his 
hands, whieh did not seem to be put on with an 
intention to be pulled oif oeeasionally, but were 
fixed with a curious ring on the little finger of each 
hand. In this garb (laptain Whiffle, for that was 
his name, took jwssession of the ship, surrounded 
with a crowd of attendants, all of whom, in their 
different degrees, seemed to he of their patron’s 
disposition; and tlie air was so impregnated with 
]»Tfimies, that one may venture to aflirm the clime 
of Arabia Felix -u'as not half so sweet-s<'ented. 
lUy b'llow-niate, observing no surgeon among his 
t\)in, thonuiit he had found an occasion too favour- 
a!>le for himself to be negl(*cte<l; and remembering 
the old proverb, “ Spai-e to speak, and spare to 
speed," resolved to solicit the new captain’s interest 
immediafely, before any oth<*r surgeon could be 
ai>pointed for tb<* ship. With tliis view be repaired 
to the cabin iu his ordinary dress, consisting of a 
cheek sliirt and trousers, a brown litien waistcoat, 
and a nigliteap of the same (neither of them very 
deanb wliich, for his future misfortune, happened 
to smell strong of tobacco. Entering vithoiit any 
ceivmony into tins sacred plaeo, he found t’aptain 
Whilfle reposing on a eoueh, with u ■wrapper of fine 
chintz abiuit his ImmIv, and a muslin caj> bordered 
V itli lace about his hcr*d ; and, jiftm- several low 
cimgi’es, began in this manner: “Sir, 1 ho}>e you 
will forgive, and exiMise, and jitirdon tlie presiunp- 
tiou of one who lias not tlie Imnonr of being known 
unto you, but who is, nevertheless, a shentlonuin 
porn and pri'd, and moreov<T iias had misfortunes, 
(lot iiel)) me, in t'n> world.” I Lore he was inter¬ 
rupted by the »^ptain, who, on seiung him, had 
started nj) ’«ith great amazement at the novelty of 
the iippantion ; and having recollected himself, 
pronounced, with a l<M)k and tone signifying disdain, 
euriosiry, and surprise, “Zauns! ■who art thou?” 
“ 1 am surgeon’s first mate on board of this ship,” 
replied Morgan, “and 1 most vehemently desire 
and hes<M'eh you, with all submission, to be pleased 
to condescend, and vouchsafe to impure into my 
eliaraeter, and luy pehaviour, and my deserts, 
whieh, under Got, i liope will entitle me to the 
vacan<‘y of surgeon.” As he proee<‘ded in his 
speech, he continued advancing tow’ard the captain, 
■vk hose nostrils were no sooner saluted witli the 
uromatii' flavour that exhaled from him, than he 
cried, with great emotion, “ Heaven preserve me! 
I am suifoeated ! Fellow, fellow, away with thee. 
Gurse tliee, fellow ! get thee gone. I shall he stunk 
to death I” At the noise of his outcries, his 
servants ran into his apartment, and he accosted 
them thus; “Villains! cut-throats! traitors! lam 
betrayed! J am .saerifieed!—Will you not carry 
that moiwter away ? or must 1 be stifled with the 
stench of him I oh! oli!” Witli these interjections 
he sunk down upon his settee in a fit; his valet do 
chambre plu^d him witli a smelling bottle, one 
footman chafed liis temjiles with Hungary water, 
another sprinkled the floor with spirits of lavender, 
a third pushed Morgan out of the cabin ; who, 
emniug to the place, where 1 was, sat down wfith a 


demure countenance, and, according to his custom, 
when he received an indignity which he durst not 
revenge, began to sing a Wtdsh ditty. I guessed 
be was under some agitation of spirits, and desired 
to know the cause; but, instead of answering me 
directly, be asked, witli great emotion, if 1 thought 
him a monster and a stinkard ? “A monster and a 
stinkard,” said I, with some surprise, “ did any body 
call you so?” “Got is my judge,” replied he, 
“ Captain Fiflc did call me both ; aye, and all the 
water in the Tawy will not wash it out of my re- 
meinbranee. I do affirm, and vouch, and maintain, 
with my soul, and my pody, and my plood, look 
you. that 1 have no smells about me, but such as a 
(-hristian ought to have, except the effluvia of 
tobacco, which is a cephalic, odoriferous, aromatic 
herb, and he is a son of a mountain goat w'ho says 
otherwise. As for my being a monster, let that be 
as it is: I am as Got was pleased to create me, 
which, peradventure, is more than I shall aver of 
him ■who gave me that tith*; for I ■\viil proclaim it 
before the world, that he is disgiiised, and tran.s- 
figured, and trunsmographied with affectation and 
whimsies, and that h<* is more like a papoon than 
one of the human race.” 


OJIAFTKli XXXV. 

Captain Whiffle sends fi)r nu*—His situation desrnlied—Ihs 
Surgeon arrives, presciilies fi)i him, and puts him to lied— 
A Uud is put up for Mr Sini))er contiguous to the titate 
Hoorn, wlucli, with othci parts of the Captain’s liehaviuur, 
gives tiic Ship's Company n very unf.ivourahle idea of tiicir 
Commander—I am defamed in tlie West Indies hy the 
Admiral, and go on board of the Li/ard Sloop of War in 
quality of Surgeon’s Mate, ■where I nuike myseir known to 
the Surgeon, who treats me very kindly—I go oti Shore, 
sell my Ticket, purchase NeeeKs»vries, and, at my return 
on Hoard, am surprised at the sight of Crampley, who is 
Appointed Lieutenant of the Sloop—Wc sail on a Crutse— 
Take a Fuze, iu which 1 arrive at I’orl Morant, under Hie 
Command of niy Messmate, with whom I live in great 
Harmony 

ITk was going on with an eulogium upon the 
captain, when 1 received a message to clean my.self, 
and go up to the great cabin ; and with this com¬ 
mand 1 in.stanlly complied, sweetening myself with 
rose water from the medicine chest. When I 
entered tlie room, I was ordered to stand by the 
door, until Captain AVluffle liad reconnoitred me at 
a distance with a spy gla.ss. He having consulted one 
sense in this manner, bade me advance gradually, 
that his nose might have intelligence, before it could 
he much offended. I therefore approached ■with 
great caution and succe.ss, and he was pleased to 
say, “ Aye, this creature is tolerable.” I found him 
lolling on his couch with a languishing air, his 
head supported hy his valet dc chambre, who, 
from time to time, applied a smelling bottle to his 
nose. “Vergettc,” said he, in a squeaking tone, 
“dost thou think this wretch (meaning me) ■will 
do me no injury ? may 1 venture to submit my arm 
to him ?” “ Fon my vord," replied the valet, “ 1 do 
tirik dat dere be great occasion for your honour 
losing one siiuiU quantity of blodt; and the young 
man ave quelque chose of de bonne mien.” “Well, 
then,”<:aid hl.s master, “I think I must venture.” 
Then, atidressing himself to me, “ Hast thou ever 
blooded any body but brutes? Hut I need not ask 
thee, for thou wilt tell me a most damnable lie.” 
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“ Brutes, Sir,” answered I, pulling down his glove, 
in order to fed his pulse, “ 1 never meddle with 
brutes.” “ What the devil art thou about ? ” eried 
he, “ dost thou intend to twi.st off iny hand? God’s 
curse I niy arm is benumbed up to die very shoul¬ 
der ! Heaven have mercy upon rne I must 1 perish 
under the hands'of savages? What an unfortunate 
dog was I, to come on board without my own 
surgeon, Mr. Simper!” I eraved pardon for having 
handled him so roughly, and, with the utmost care 
and tenderness, tied up his arm with a fillet of silk. 
While 1 was feeling for the vein, he desired to 
know how much blood I intended to take from 
liitn, and when I answered, “Not above twelve 
ounces,” started up with a look full of horror, and 
bade me be gone, swearing I had a design upon his 
life. Vergetto appi'used him with ditlieulty, and 
opening a bureau, took out a pair of scales, in 
one of which was placed a small cup; and patting 
them into my bands, told me the euptain never 
hist above an ounce and three drachms at one time. 
While 1 ])repared for tlii.s important (‘vaeuation, 
there came into the cabin a joiing man gaily 
dressed, of a very delicate complexion, with u kind 
of langiu<I smile ou bis face, which sciuned to have 
heeti rendered habitual by a longeouvM' of afiVeta- 
lion, The captain no sooner perceived him, than, 
rising hastily, he flew into his anus, crying, “ () I 
my dear {Simper! I am excessively disordered ! I 
liave hetm betrayed, frightt'd, murdered by the 
negligence of my servants, who suffered a lu'ast. a 
mule, a bear, to surprise me, and stink me into 
convulsions with the fum<*s of tobacco.” Simper, 
who by this time 1 found was obliged t(» art for 
the ch*arn(*.ss of his complexion, assumed an air of 
S‘>ftne.ss and sympathy, and lamented, with mauN 
tender expressjons of sorrow, the sad accident that 
had thrown him into that condition; then feeling 
his patient’s piil.se on the outside of his glove, 
gave it as his o]jiiiion, that his disorder was 
entirely nervous, and that some dr<»ps of tincture of 
castor, ami liqtud laudanum would be ol‘ more 
service to him than bh^eding, by bridling the in¬ 
ordinate sallies of his spirits, and compo.sing the 
feriULMitation of his bile. I was therefore sent to 
]»repare this prescription, which was udmiiii.sten'd 
in a gla.s.s of sack ])o.ssi‘t *, after the captain had 
been ])ut to bed, and orders sent to the otfieers ou 
the quarter-deck, to let nobody walk on that si(b.’ 
under w'hieh lie lay. 

While the cajitaiu enjoyed his rcqioso, the doctor 
watched over him, and indeed became so necessary, 
that a cabin was made for him contiguous to the 
state room, where Whiffle slejit, tliat he miglit be 
at hand in case of accidents in the night. Next 
day, our commander being hajqiily recovered, gave 
orders, that none of the lieutenants should appear 
upon deck without a wig, sword, and niflles; nor 
any midshipman, or other jietty ottioer, be seen 
with a check shirt, or dirty linen. He also pro¬ 
hibited any person whatever. ex<‘ept SimptT, and 
his own Bcrvtuits, from coming into the great cabin, 
without first sending in to obtain h’ave. I'he.sc 
singular regulations did not prepos.sess the ship’s 
comfwny in his favour; but on the contrary, gave 
{Scandal an opportunity to bo very busy with his 
character, and accuse him of tnaintaining a cor¬ 
respondence with the surgeon not fit to be named. 

In a few weeks, our ship being under sailing 
orders, I was in hopes of revisiting my native 
country in a very short time, when the admiral’s 


surgeon came on hoard, and sending for Morgan 
and ino to the quarter-deck, ga-^e u.s to understand 
there was a great scarcity of surgeons in the West 
Indies; that he wa.s commanded to detain one mate 
out <'>{' every great ship that was bound for England; 
and desired us to agree between ourselves, before 
tJie ne.\t day at that hour, which of ii.s should stay 
behiud. We were thuudorstriick at this proposal, 
and stared at one another some time without 
speaking; at length the Welshman broke silence, 
and oflered to remain in the West Indies, jirovided 
the admiral would give him a surgeon’s warrant 
imnu'diately : hut he was told there was no want of 
chief surgeons, and that he must be contented with 
the station of mate, till he should he further provided 
for in due course. WhereiqMin Idorgan flatly 
refused to ipiit the shij) for which the GommissioiuM'S 
of the Navy iiad ajipointed him; and the other told 
him as plaiul}, that if we eould not deteniiino the 
affair by ourselves before to-morrow morning, he 
must cast lots, and abide by his chance. When 1 
recalled to my remcwibranee the miseries I had 
umlergtme in Kngland, wlu*re ! Imd not one friend 
to ]>roinotc my interest, or favour m^y advaneement 
ill the navy, and, at the same time, reflected ou tlu; 
pn'sent dearth of surgi*<ins in the West Indies, and 
the unheulthinesK of the climate, vvliudi every day 
almost redneod tlienumber, 1 could not hcljithinkiug 
my success would lie much more certain and ex- 
lu'ditious, h\ my .staving where 1 was, than by 
returning to ICurope. ! tlierefore resolved to comply 
with a good grace, and next dav. when we were 
ordered to throw dice, told Morgan, he need not 
troubh* hmiself. for I would volnutarily subniil to 
llic admirars jdeasim'. ’I'lns frank declaration was 
comnu'udcd by tlic gentleman, who assured me, it 
.should not fare the wor.se with me for my resigna¬ 
tion. Indeed, be was asgood a.s his word, and that 
very afternoon procured a warrant, appointing me 
surgeon's mate of the I/izard sloop of war, winch 
piU me oil a footing with every first mate in the 
service. 

My ticket being made out, 1 ]Mit my eh(‘st and 
bcdtliug on hoard a canoe tliat lav alung-sidc, and 
having shook hands with niy trusty fneiul the 
serjeaut, and lumest Jack Uattlin, who was hound 
for Greenw ich hospital, 1 took my leave of Morgan 
witli many tears, after we ha<l exchanged our 
sieevi‘-buttons as rcmeiuhranees of each otiier. 
Having presented my new warrant to the captain 
of the Jjizard, J iiKpiired for the doctor, whom 1 no 
.soom-r saw, than T recollected him to be one of those 
young fcllow.s with whom 1 luid hc'cn committed to 
the voiuid-housc, during our frolic w ith dackson, as 
J have related before, lie received me with a good 
deal of courtesy, and when I put him in mind of our 
fornuT acquaintance, expressed gi’cat joy at seeing 
me again, and recommended me to an exceeding 
good mess, eomjiosed of the gunner and master’K 
mate. As tliere was not one sick person in tlic 
ship, 1 got leave to go ashore next day with the 
gunner, vvhoreconmiended me to a Jew that bought 
iny ticket at the rate of forty per cent, discount; 
and having furnished mys(*lf with what necessaries 
1 w'anted, returned on board in the evening, and, 
to my surprise, found my old antagonist ('rampley 
walking ni)on deck. J'hough I did not fear his 
enmity, 1 was shocked at his appearance, and 
communicated my .sentiments on that subject to Mr. 
Tomlins the surgeon, who told me that Oainpley, 
by dint of some friends about the admiral* had 
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i)TOcared a conimiRsion, constitiifin" him litMikmant 
on board the Lizard ; and advised me, now he was 
my superior olhcer, to behave with some respect 
towards him, or els(‘ lie would hnd a thousand 
opportunities of using me ill. 'J'his advice w'as u 
bitU*r potion to me, whom y)ride and resentnuuit had 
rendered utterly iiicajjahle of tlie l(‘a.st suhmission 
to, or oven of a reconeiiiation witlj, the wretch who 
had on many oc'casions treated me so inhumanly. 
However, 1 resolved to have as little eoiinexion as 
possible witli him, and to ingratiate myself as much 
as I eould wdih the rest of the oilieers, whose 
friendship might be a Indwark to defend me from 
the attempts of his malice. 

In less than a week we sailed on a cruise, and. 
having 'weathered tlie east end of the island, had 
the good fortune to take a Spanish hareolongo, 
with her prize, which was an Knghsh sliip hound 
for Bristol, that sailed from damaica a fortnight 
before, w'ithout convoy. All the prisoners who 
were well we put on shore on tin* nortli side of tlie 
island; the jirizes were manned with Knglishmen, 
and the command of the bareolongo given to my 
friend the master’s mate, wdth orders to carry tlunn 
into Tort Morant, and there to remtdn until the 
Lizard’s cruise should he en(lc<l,at ■which time she 
w'ould touch at the same place in her -vmi v to Lort 
Koyul. With him I was sent to attend tlie wounded 
»S])ainards as well as Knglishmen, sslio amounted to 
sixteen, and to take care of them on shore, in 
house that was to he lured as an hospilak "fins j 
(ic'stmation gave me a great deal of jileasun*, as J ] 
should for some lime he freed from the arrogance I 
of (’rampley, whose inveteracv against me had 
already lu'oke out on two or three occasions since 
h'was heeomc a lieutenant. My messmali*, who 
very nmeh resembled iny uncle, both in figure and 
disposition, treated me on l>oard of the prize witli 
tiic utmost civility and confidenee, and, among 
other favours, made me a present of a silver-liilted 
hangt'r, and a pair of pistols mounted with tlie same 
metal, wiiieh fell to his share in plundering tlie 
enemy. We arrivi^d safely at Morant, and going 
on sliore, pitched upon an empty storehouse, which 
we hired for tlie reception of the woumied, who 
were brought to it next da>, with beds and other 
necessarh's; and four of the ship's company ap¬ 
pointed to attend them aiidohc} me. 


CtlArTEU XXXVI. 

A stranpo Adventure*—Tu cousf{jueiicc <>t which I urn ex¬ 
tremely h.ijipy—C’lnmplcv docs me ill othres with the 
hut hj6 Malice is (Icfeaied hy the (Jood Nnfure 
uiul I'Yieridship of the Surpeon—Wo icturn to Port Iloyal 
—Our Captain gets the Coumuiud of a larger Ship, and is 
succeeded by an old M.m- Brayl is provided for—We 
receive Oriler-s to sail for Kngland. 

"NVuen my patients were all in a fair wniy, my 
companion and commander, whose name w'as 
Brayl, carried rue up the country to tlie house of a 
rich planter, with whom ht* was aetjuaiuted ; where 
we were smniituously entertained, and, in the even- 
itig, set out on oar return to tlic ship. 'NVhen -wc 
had walked about a mile by moonlight, we per¬ 
ceived a horseman behind us, who, coining up, 
wished us^ good tarw, and asked which way we 
went? His voice, which was quite familiar to mo, 
no sooner struck niy car, than, in spite of all my 


resolution ond reflection, rny hair bristled up, and 1 
was seized with a violent fit of trembling, which 
Brayl misiiUerpretmg, hade me he under no con¬ 
cern. 1 told him he was mistaken in the cause of 
my disorder; and, addressing myself to the person 
on horseback, said, “ 1 could have sworn by your 
voice, that you was a dear friend of mine, if 1 had 
not been certain of his death.'’ To this address, 
after some pause, he replied, “ 'J’here are many 
voices as well as faces that resemble one another; 
but pray, what was your friend’s name?” 1 satis¬ 
fied him in that particular, and gave a short detail 
of the melancholy fate of Thomson, not witliout 
many sighs and some tears. A silence ensued, 
which lasted some minutes, and tlieii the coiiversa- 
lioii turned on different sulyects, till we arrived at 
a house on tlic road, where the horseman alighted, 
and begged with so much earnestness, that we 
would go in and drink a bow! of punch with him, 
that w'c could not resist. But if I was alarmed at 
his voice, what must my amazement he, when I 
discovered hy the light the very person of iny 
lamenti'd friend! Kereeiving my eonfusion, which 
w'as extreme, he clas|)ed me in his arms, and be¬ 
dewed my face with l(‘ars. It w'as sonic time ere 
I recovered the use of my reason, overpowered 
with this event, and longer still before 1 eould 
speak ; so that all I wa.s capable of was to return 
Ills einbrac<*s, and to mingle the overflowings of 
my joy with his; w liilst honest Bray I, affected w ith 
the scene, wept as fast as either of us, and signified 
his pariieipatiou of our happiucKS, by hugging us 
both, and capenngaboutthe room hkea madman. At 
length J retrieved the use of my tongue, and cried, 
“Is it possible, ean be my friend Thomson? 
No eertainlv, alas! he was drowned! and 1 am 
now under the (iecej)ti<}n of a dream!” He was at 
great pains to convince me of hks being the indi¬ 
vidual person wliom 1 regretted, and, bidding me 
sit down and compose myself, promised to exjdain 
hi.s sudden disai)pcarance from the Thtinder, and 
to account for his being at present in the land of 
llie living, 'rhistnsk he nc<juitled himself of, alter 
1 had drank a glass of jnineli, and recollected my 
spirits by informing us, that, with a detcrniimition 
to rid liiniself of a mis(‘rahle existence, he had gone 
in the night-time to the head, while the shi]) was 
on her way, from w lienee he slipped down us softly 
a'? he could by the bows into the sea, where, alter 
he was heartily ducked, he began to repent of his 
precipitation, and, as he could swim very well, kept 
himself above water, in Lopes of being takiui up by 
some of the ships astern ; that, in this situation, he 
hailed a large vessel, and begged to he taken in, 
hut was answered that she was a heavy sailer, and 
therefore they did not choose to lose time by 
bringing to; however, they threw an old chest 
overboard for his convenience, and told him, that 
some of the ships astern would certainly save him ; 
that no other vessel came within sight or cry of 
him for tlie .space of three hours, during which 
time he had the mortification to find himself in the 
middle of the ocean alone, without other support or 
resting place hut what a few crazy'boards afforded ; 
til! at last he discerned a small sloop steering to¬ 
wards him, iij)on which he .set up his throat, 
and had the good fortune to be heard and rei;eued 
from the dreary w'aste by their boat, -which was 
hoisted out on purpose. “ I was no sooner brought 
on board,” continued he, “ than I fainted, and 
when I recovered my senses, found myself, in bed 
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r *galed with a most noisome smell of onions and 
«heese, which made me think, at first, that I was in 
ny own hammock, alongside of honest Morgan, 
and that all which had passed was no more than a 
jreain. Upon inquiry lunderstoodthatiwas onboard 
a schooner belonging to Jthodc island, bound 
tor Jamaica, with a cargo of geese, })igs, onions, and 
‘heese; and that the master’s nuiiie was Jiobertson, 
tiy birth a North Jiriton, whom 1 knew at lirst 
sight to be an old school-fellow of mine. When I 
discovered myself to him Im was trans])()rted vvitli 
surprise and joy, and begged to know the occasion 
of my misfortune, which J did not think fit to dis¬ 
close, because 1 kni’w his notions with regard to 
religion were very severe and confined; therefiire 
eontented mys(*lf w’Uh telling him, i fell overboard 
h} accident; but Tna<le no scruple of explaining the 
nature ol'my disagreeable station, and of acquaint¬ 
ing him with my determined ])urpose never to 
return b) tlie Thunder man-of-war. Although he 
was not of my opinion in that particular, knowing t hat 
I must lose my clothes, and what pay was dne to me, 
unless I went hack to my duty; jet, wiien 1 tle- 
scnhcd the circumstanees of the hellish life 1 led, 
urifhT tli«‘ tyrannic sway of Oakum and Mack- 
shaiie; and, among <»ther grievances, hinted a dis¬ 
satisfaction at the irreligious deportment of my 
sldpmates, and the want of the lru(‘ l-*reshyteriun 
gospel doctrine; he changed his sentiments, and 
eonjured me with great veiiernenee and zeal to lay 
aside all thought of rising in tiie navy; and, that 
he might show how much he had my interest 
at heart, undertook to ])r<jvide for me in some shape 
or other, before be should leave Jamaica. 'I’ins 
promise lie perfonned to my heart's desiie, by re¬ 
commending me to a gentleman of fortune, with 
whom I Iiaveliveil ever since, in quality of surgeon 
and overseer to his plantations. Jle and his lady 
are now at Kingston, so that 1 am, for the present, 
master of this housis to wliieii, from my soul, 1 hid 
you welcome, and hoiie jou mHI favour me with 
your company during flit* remaining part of the 
night."—1 nee(U‘<l not a second invitation ; hut 
Mr. Braj 1, who w'as a diligent and excellent oflleer, 
could not be jiersuaded to sieej) out of the ship: 
however, lie supped with us, and, afU'r having 
drank a ciieerfid glass, set out for tlie vessel, whicli 
was not above three miles from the place, escorted 
by a couple of stout negroes, w horn Mr. 'riiomson 
ordered to comlucl him. Never were two friends 
more happj in tlie conversation of each other than 
we, for the time it lasted. I related to him the 
particulars of our attempt upon Carthagena, of 
which be had heard but an imperfect uceouiit; and 
he gratified me w’ith a narration of every little in¬ 
cident of his life since wc jiarfed. Jle assured me, 
it was with the utmost difficult) he could resist his 
inclination of coming down to Toil Koyal to see 
Morgan and me, of whom he had heard no tidings 
since the day of our sejiaration; but that he was 
restraiiU'd by the fear ol’ being detained as a deserter, 
lie told me, that, when lie lieard my voice in the 
dark, he was almost as much suriirised as I was at 
seeing him afterward.s; and, in the confidence of 
friendship, diselovsed a passion lie entertained for 
the only daughter of the gentleman with wliotn lie 
lived, will), by his desenjition, was a very amiable 
oung lady, and did not disdain his addresses; that 
e was very much favoured by her parents, and 
did not despair obtaining tlieir consent to the match; 
which would at once render him independent 


of the world. I congratulated him on his good 
fortune, which he protested should never make him 
forget hi.s friends ; and towards morning we betook 
ourselves to rest. 

Next day lie accompanied me lo the ship, where 
Mr. Ilrayl entertained him at dinner, and we having 
spent tlie afternoon together, he took his leave of 
us in the evening, after he had forced iqion me ten 
pistoles, as a small token of his afi’ection. In short, 
while we staid here, we saw one another every ilay, 
and generally ate at the same table, which was plen¬ 
tifully sujiplied by him with all kinds of ]>oultry, 
butcher’s meat, oranges, iinies, lemons, jiine apples, 
Madeira wine, and excellent rum; so that tiiis small 
interval of ten dajs was by far tlie most agreeable 
period of my life. 

At length the Lizard arrived; ami iny patients 
being all lit for duty, they and I were ordered on 
board of h(‘r, where I umlerstood from Air. Tom¬ 
lins, that there was u drj ness hetw'een the lieutenant 
and him on my account; that iwicorons villain 
having taken the opportunity of mj ahsorn’c to fill 
the captain's ears w’itli a tiiousand scandalous stories 
to my prejudiei'; among other things, affirming, 
that 1 had once been transporb-d for tiieft, and that, 
vv hen 1 w as in the Thunder man-of-w ar, I had been 
whipped for tlie same crime. 'I'he surgeon, on the 
other hand, having heard my wiiole story from my 
own mouth, defended me stremioush, and, in the 
course of that good-natured office, recounted all the 
instances of (hMmpIey's mahcc against me wliilo I 
reniaineil on board of that ship; which declaration, 
while It satisfied the captain ofiny innocence,made 
the lientemmt asmnehm} defender’s enemy asinine. 
'Phis infernal behaviour of (’rampicy, with regard to 
me, adik'd such I'ucl to my former reseutment, that, 
at eertani times, Iwas quite h<*side nijself with the 
desire of revenge, and was even tempted to pistol 
him on the quarter deck, though an infamous death 
must inevitably have been my reward. Hut the 
.surgeon, who was my confidant, argued against such 
a desperate action so efleetualiy, that 1 stilled the 
flame which eonsnmeil me lor the present, and re¬ 
solved to wait for a more eonveuient opportunity. 
In tlie mean time, that Mr.'i'omliiis might be the 
more convinced of the wrongs 1 sufiered by this 
fellow's slander, 1 begged he would go and visit 
Mr. Thomson, whose w'ondeiiid escape I had made 
him ai’quainted with, and impure of him into the 
partieidar.s of my conduct, wliih* he was my fellow 
mate. 'Phis reipiest the surgeon complied with, 
more through curiosity to see a person whose fate 
had been so extraordinary, than to confirm Ins good 
opinion of me, which, he assured me, was already 
firmly established. He therefore set out for tlie 
dwelling-place of my friend, with a letter of intro- 
ductivm from me; and, being received with all the 
civility and kindness I expected, returned to the 
ship, not only satisfied wdth my character beyond 
the power of doubt or insinuation, but also charmed 
with the affability and conversation of Thomson, 
who loaded him and me with presents of fresh 
stocks, liijuors, and fruit. As he would not venture 
to eonie and see us on board, lest (Tampley should 
know and detain him, when the time of our depar 
tore approached, 1 obtained leave to go and bid 
him farewell. After we had vowed an exTlasting 
friendship, he pressed upon me a purse w'ith four 
doubkKins, which I refused as longiLs 1 could, with¬ 
out giving umbrage; and, having cordially em¬ 
braced each other, I retuj'iied on board, where I 
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found a small box, with a letter directed for me, to 
.he careof Mr, Tomlins. Knowing the superscription 
[o he of Thomson s hand-writing, X opened it with 
«mic surprise, and learned that this generous friemd, 
jot contented w'ilh loading me with the presents 
ilreaclv mentioned, had sent, for my use and ae- 
jeptance, half a dozen fine shirts, and as many linen 
ivaisteoats and caps, with twelve pair of new thread 
stockings.—Ueing thus ijrovided M'ith money, and 
ill necessaries lor the comfort of life, I began t{) 
ook upon myself as a gentleman of some conse- 
jiKUjee, and felt iny y>ride dilate apace. 

Next day we sailed for Port Royal, where we 
uTived safely w'ith onr prizes; and, as there was 
lothiug to do on board, 1 w<*nt asliore, and, liaving 
mr<*hased u iaeed ■waisteoal,witIi some other clotlies, 
It a sale, made a swaggering ligun' for some days 
imoiig tlie taverns, w'here J ventmed to play a little 
it lia/.ard, and came olf with fifty pistoles in my 
KK*Iv(*t. Meanwliilc, our cayitain yvas jiroinoted to 
i shi]‘ of twenty guns, and tlie command of tin* 
Li/.ard giyen to a man turned of fourscore, wlio 
aid lu-en lieutenant sinee the reign of King William, 
md, notwithstanding his long serviee, would have 
■irobahly died in that station, liad he not apjdied 
«onie yirize money he had lately received, to make 
nterest yrith his supi'riors. IVly friend Rra^I was 
dso made an otficer about the same time, after lie 
lad served in qualify of a Tuidshipman and male 
ive and twenty years. Soon after these alterations, 
he admiral juteluMl upon our ship to earry home 
lespateliL’s for the ministry; and Me set sail for 
Kngland, luiving first seruhbed her bottom, and 
^ken in provision and water I'or the oeeasion. 


(TlAl'TKR XXXVIr. 

fto ilepart for KurojiL* a Misnntlerst.'iJulnis' aiises lictMern 
tin? rapJ.iiu and .Surji:eon, tluough tin* stjuaialous A^per- 
fiioiis o( Cuimpli'y—Tlu’ (’.iptaui (hes- (’i.iinplej tvian- 
inzvs over llie Siirt;con. wbn tails .t Vu-tnn lo Ins (’iin h\ 
— 1 am also ill-useti • The Slnj) stiikes—'J*Iu' I>ih,umiu nl 
(’r.implc) and lla‘S(*,{ineii on iluu Ooc.isjoji— I pet on Mioie, 
challengo the L’lipt.im to single Coinlj.it - Am tu .n-hejuusly 
knocked duaiJ, wolumUm, and jonhul 

l^ow that I could ndurn to my native eonnfry in a 
jreditahU' way, I felt exei'ssui' plimsun' in finding 
nyself out ol sight of tliat fatal island, wliieli has 
jceii tlie gnivi of so many JCnrojieans; and as I 
Kiis accommodated with every thing to render the 
)assagc agreeable, I resolved to enjoy myself as 
nuclj as the insolence of ('ram})lcy would inTiint. 
This insidnous slanderer had found means already 
o cause a misunderstaiidiiig between the surgeon 
ind cajitain, who, by bis age and iutirnnti<'S, was 
•endered intolerably peevisli, his disjiosition liaving 
tiso been soured by a long course of disapjioint- 
nents. He had a particular aversion to ail young 
nen, eHjjeeially to surgeons, whom h<‘considered as 
nmeccssary animals on board of a sliij); and, in 
•onseijuenco of these sentiments, nescr consuited 
he doctor, notwithstanding his being seized with a 
dolent fit of the gout and grav.t;l; but ajiplied to a 
*ask of Holland gin, which was his sovereign pre- 
leriptioii against all distempers. Whether he was 
d this tinu‘ too siiaring, or took an overdose of his 
jordial, eeiiaiii it is, ho departed in the niglil with- 
)ut any ceremony, which indeed was u thing he 
ilw'ays despised, and was found stiff next niorniug, 
<» the no small satisfaction of (]'roinplcy, who suc¬ 


ceeded to the command of the vessel. For tliat 
very reason, Mr. Tomlins and I had no cause to 
rejoice at this event, fearing that the tyranny of our 
new commander would now be as unlimited as hia 
pow'cr. I’he hrst day of his command justified our 
apprcliension. J''or, on pretence that the decks were 
too much crowded, he ordered the surgeon’s hen¬ 
coops, with all his fowls, to he throwm overboard, 
and at the same time prohibited him and me from 
ajjpearing on the quarter-deck. Mr. 'J'omlins could 
not help complaining of these injuries, and, in the 
course of Ins expostulation, dropped some hasty 
words, of which Crampley taking liold, confined 
him to his cabin, where, in a few days, for want of 
air, he was attacked by a fever, which soon put an 
end to his life, after he had nuide his wdll, by wliich 
he be<jueathcd all hi.s* estate, personal and real, to 
his Lsister, and left tome hiswatcli and instruments, 
as memorials of his fricndsliip. J was penetrated 
with grief on tins melancholy occasion ; the more 
heeausc* there was nobody on board tow'hoin I could 
comniuincatc my sorrows, or of whom I couhl i*e- 
ceive the least consolation or advice. (’ramiiU'V 
was so far from disi-overiTig the k'ast n niorse for 
his harhurity, at the news of the surgeon’s death, 
that h<* insulted his memory in the mo.st almsne 
manner, and afllnnod he had jioisoned himself out 
of pure fear, dreading to be brought lo a court- 
marrial for inntniy : for wliicli reason he would not 
sufler tlie seryiee of the dead to be read o\er his 
body Ixdbrc* it m'us thrown overboard. 

Nothing hut a speed} deluerance could liaNO 
supported me under the brutal sway of tins hasliuw, 
who, to render my life the more ii ksome, sigmfiid 
to my luessmati's a desire that 1 should be ex- 
pelh'ii from their soeu‘ty, 'This was no sooner 
Innted, than they granted his request ; and I was 
fain to cut in a solitary inaniuT by inysell (luring 
the iTst of tli(‘ jiassape, whieh however soou diew 
to a jKTiod. 

M’e luul been seven wi-eks at sea, when the 
gunner told the captain, tluit, by his reckoning, we 
must lie in soundings, and desired he would older 
tile lead to he heaved, ('ranipley swore he did 
not know how to lo-ep the shiji’s way, for we were 
not within a Imndri'd h^agites of soundings, and 
tlierefoi’i' he would noi giAc liim.self tin* trouble to 
oast the lead. Accordingly w e continued our course 
all that afternoon and night, without shorteuiiig 
sail, although tlie gunner pretended to diseover 
iSeiiJy light, and next morning protested in form 
again.st tlie captain's conduct, for w lucli he was put 
in confinement. We di.‘5C()\ere(l no land all tliat 
day, and ('ranipley was .still .soinfatuab'd as to neg¬ 
lect sounding; hut at three o'clock in the morning 
the ship struck, and remained fast on a sandbank. 
'J’his accident alanned tlie w liole crew-; the boat was 
immediately boistc'd out; hut, as we eoukl not dis- 
eerTi which way the shore lay, we were obliged to 
wait for day light. In tin* mean time the wind in¬ 
creased, and the waves heat against the sloop with 
such violi'iice, that we expected she would have pone 
to pieces 'The gunner was rclcas<’d, and consulted. 
He advised the captain to cut away the mast, in 
ord(‘r to lighten her ; this expedient was performed 
w ithout success. 'The sailors, seeing things in a des¬ 
perate situation, according to custom, broke np the 
chests belonging to the oflicer.s, dressed themselves 
in their clothes, drank their liquors without cere¬ 
mony; and drunkenness, tumult, and confusion 
eiisueii. In the midst of tins njiroar 1 went below^ 
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to secure my own effects; and found tlie car¬ 
penter’s mate hewing down llie purser’s cabin with 
his hatchet, wliistling all the while with great eoni- 
posure.^ When I asked Ins inUnition in so doing, 
he replied very calmly, “ I only want to taste the 
purser’s rum, that’s ail, master.” At that instant 
the purser coming down, and seeing his eth'ets 
going to wreck, complained hitterly of the injustice 
done to him, and asked the fellow what occasirn he 
had for liquor, when, in all likelihood, he should he 
in eternity in a few jiiinutes. “All’s one for that,” 
said the plunderei*, “ let us live while we eaii.” 
“Miserable wretch that thou art,” cried the purser, 
“w'liat must be thy lot in the other world, if thou 
diest in the commission of robbery ?” Why, 
hell, 1 suppose,” replied the other, with great <le- 
liberation, w'liile the jmrserfell ujion his kiu'cs, and 
begged ol'heaven that we might not all jKTish for the 
sake of one Jonas. ])uring tliLs dialogue, 1 clothed 
myself in my best apj>arel, girded on my hanger, 
stuck my jiistols loaded in my belt, disposed of all 
my valuable movables about my person, and came 
upon deck with a resolution of taking the first <q)- 
poiiuiufy to get on shore, which, when the day 
brok(‘, appear<*d at tin* distance of three miles 
ahead, ('rampley, finding bis efforts to get the ship 
off ineffectual, determined to consult bis own safety, 
by going into tiie boat, wliich he had no sooner 
done, than the ship’s company f(»llo\ted so fast, that 
she would have sunk alongside, had not some one 
wiser than the rest cut the rope, and put off. Jbit 
before this haj)pened, L had nnulc several attempts 
to get in, and was always balked l>y the captain, 
who was so eager in ex<‘lu(ling me, that he did not 
mind the endeavours of any oilier boily. Enraged 
at this inluitnan partiality, and seeing the rope cut, 

1 pulled one of pistols from my belt, and cock¬ 
ing it, swore I would shoo! an\ man vlio W(»iild 
}»resuine to obstruct my entrance. s.ijiug, I 
leajuHl with my full exertion, ami got on board of 
the boat witli the loss of tlie skin of mjy shins, i 
chanced in my descent to overturn CVani])h‘y, who 
no sooiuT got up than he struck at me several 
times with a cutlass, and ordered tiie men to throw 
me o\erl)oard; but tliej were too anxious about 
their onn safely to mind what be said. 'I'hough 
tlie boat was very deeph loaded, and the sea ter¬ 
rible ingh, we made shift to get upon dry land in 
less tlian an bour after we parted from the sloop. 
As soon us I s<‘t foot on Utmfuma, luv indignation, 
which had boiled so long within me, ]>roke out 
against ('ramph';i, wliom 1 imm<‘dial<'ly <‘liailengod 
to single combal, ])resentlng my pistols, that h(‘ 
migiit take Ins eiioiee; he took one without lu‘si- 
tation, ami before I eonld eoek the other, fired in 
my face, throwing the pistol after the slu>t. 1 leh 
m\self stunned, ami iinagiiiing the bullet had en¬ 
tered my hraiii, «lischarg<'d mine as quick as pos¬ 
sible, that 1 might not (lie umevenged ; then ff} ing 
upon inv aiit.igoni.st, knocked out .‘•<‘veral of his 
fore teeth with the butt-end of flu* pii’ce, and would 
certainly base made an end of him with that in¬ 
strument, had lu* not disengagid himself, and seized 
Ins cutlass, which be bad gnen to Ins serMmt 
when be received the pistol. Seeing Inm armed in 
tins manner, 1 dri'w my hanger, and ha\iug flung 
my jii.sto! at his head, closed with him in a Iran- 
.sport of fury, and thrust my ■" cajum into his mouth, 
vlueh it onhirg(‘d on one side to Ins t'av. Whether 
t)ie smart of this wound disconcerted him. or llu* 
auevenness of the ground made him reek 1 know 


not, but he staggered some paces back : I followed 
close, and with one stroke cut the tendons of the 
back of bi,s hand, upon which his cutlass dropped 
and he remained defenceless. I know not with what 
cruelly my rage might have inspired me, if I had 
not at that instant been felled to the ground by u 
blow on the back })art ofiny head, which deprived 
me of all sen.sation. In this deplorable situation, 
exposed the rage of an incensed harharian, and 
the rapine of an inhuman crew, I remained for 
some time; and w’b<*ther any disjmtes arose among 
them during the state of my annihilation, I cannot 
pretend to determine; but in one particular they 
seem to hav(* been unanimous, and acted with eipuil 
dexterity andde.siiati’h ; for, when 1 recovered tli(‘ 
use of understanding, I found myself alone in a 
desolate place, stripjied of my clothes, money, 
watch, buckle.s, imd every thing but my shoe.s, 
stockings, br(M*ebes, and shirt. What a discovery 
must this have been tome, who but an hour before 
W'as worth sixty guiuca.s in easii! 1 cursed the 
hour of my birlli, the jiarents that gave me being, 
the sea that did not swallow' nu‘ up, the jjoignurd 
of the enem\, which could not find the way to mv 
liearl, the Mllany of those who had left me In 
that miserable condition; and. in the ecstaey of 
di'siia'ir, resolved to he still where 1 waa, and perish. 


CJlAlTKIt XXXVIIT. 

Igft u]), aiul cniwl mlo a It.nu, whore I arn in danper of 
porislijjji; tluoujih tlio lour of tiie Countrj IVoplo—-Thoir 
Jniuituanit>->I am snciuurecl by a lopulod \\itoii—iioi 
Sloij IltT Advui— Slie rer(mmu*nds me ao a Valot lo a 
singlo hfUii, whoho character she explains. 

llUT, as 1 lay ruminating, my jiassion insensibly 
abated; 1 eoiisiilered my .situation in (piite another 
light from tiiat n\ which it appeared to me at lir.st, 
and the result of my deliberation was to ns<‘, if L 
could, ami crawl to the next inhabited place for 
assistance. "With soim‘ ditHculty I got upon my 
legs, and having examined my body, found 1 bad 
reeeived no other injury than two large confused 
wounds, one on the fore, and another on the hinder 
jmrt of my bead, which seemed to be occa.sioned 
i)y the same weapon, namely, the hutt-end of a pis 
tol. I lookeil towards the sea, but could discern no 
remains of the ship, so that I concluded she was 
gone to pieces, and that those who remained iu her 
had perished. Hut, as I afterwards learned, tin* 
gunner, who had more sagacity Ih.an ('ramjdey, 
observing that it was flood wben he left her, and 
that she would probably float at high water, made 
no noise about getting on shore, but continued on 
deck, ill hopes of hniiging her safe into some har¬ 
bour, aftir the coinmaiuier should have di*serted 
her: for w liieli piece of service he (‘Xpeeted, no 
doubt, t<* be liaiidMimely rewai'ded. This selieme 
be accordingly executed, and was promi.sed great 
things by' the admiralty for saving bis majesty’s 
shij); but T never heard he reaped the fruits of liis 
exjjectalion. As for niy own part, I directed my 
course towards a small cottage 1 ix'reeived, and, in 
the road, jiicked up a seaman's old jacket, wlii<*h I 
.siippo^'C the thief w ho dressed himself iii my clothes 
had thrown away ; this was a very iiomfortabh* ac- 
(juisition to me, who was almost stiff' with cold. I 
therefore put it on, and as my natural lu'at revived, 
my wounds, which had left oft’ bleeding, hurst 
out afresh; so that, finding myself excessively 
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exhausted, I was about to lie down in the fields, when 
1 discovered a barn on iny left hand, within a few 
yards of me. Thither I made shift to stag^fcr, and 
tmding the door open, went in, but saw nobody; 
liowever, 1 threw myself upoji a truss of straw, 
hoping to be soon relieved by some jierson or other. 
X had not lain here many minutes, wlien I saw a 
countryman oorao in with a pitchfork in his hand, 
which he was upon the point of thrusting into the 
straw that concealed me, and, in all probability, 
would have done my husiness, had I not. uttered a 
dreadful groan, alter having essayed in vain to 
speak. This melancholy note alarmed the <d(jwu, 
who started back, and discovering a body all be¬ 
smeared with blood, stood trembling, with the piteli- 
fork extended before him, liis hair bristling u]), his 
eyes staring, his nostrils dilated, and his inontii 
wiue open. At another time I should leave been 
much diverted by this ligur(‘, whieli pr(‘ScTved the 
same attitude ver^ near ten minutes ; during wliich 
time I made many unsueeessfiil ellbrts to implore 
Ills compassion and assistance, but my tongue failed 
me, and my language was a repetition of groans. 

At, lengtii an old man arrived, who, seeing the other 
in snob a posture, crii'd, *' Mercy upon eul the 
hsiad's bewitclied;—wliv Dick, beest tbou he.sayd 
iliN self?'* Dielv, without moving bis eyes from the 
object that terri(i<*<l him, replied, *‘0, vathevi 
•vather! here be either the devil or u dead inon! 
I doan’t know whieli o'en, but a groans woundily.” 
'Die father, whose e; e-sight was none of the best, 
pulled out his spectacles, and having applied them 
to his nose, reconnoitrcnl me over his son's shoulder; 
hut no sooner did he behold me, than he was seized 
w itli a tit of shaking, even more violent than J hek's, 
.Mid, w’ith a broken accent, adilressed me thus: “ In 
the name of the Vallier, Zun, and Holy (ihost, J 
eiiarge \ou, an you been Satan, to be gone to the 
Hell Zea; hut an you lieu murdered man, speak, 
that }on may have u chnstom burial.” As i was 
uiit in a condition to satisfy him in this particular, 
l'»* repealed liis eonjunulon to no jiurjiuse; and 
tlicN eontinned a good while in the agonies of fear. 
At length the father proposed that the son should 
draw nearer, and take a more distinct view of tlie 
apparition ; hut Dick was of ojunion, that his father 
should advance first, as being an old man past his 
labour, and if he received any miscliud', the loss 
would be till* smaller ; whereas he himself might 
escape, and he useful in Ills gencrafion. This pru¬ 
dential reason had tio effect upon llie senior, who 
still kept Dick between me and him. In the mean 
linn-*, I endeavoured to niise one hand us u signal 
)f distress, but. hud only strength siillicient to pro- 
luce a rustling among the straw, wliieii lii.seom- 
po.sed the young peasant. si» mueh, that lie sprung 
mt at the door, and overtlirew his fatlier in liis 
flight. The old gentliMuan would not s))eiid time 
in getting np, hut crawled backwards like a erah, 
with great speed, till lie had got over the threshold, 
iiiumbllng exorcisms all the way. 1 was exceed¬ 
ingly mortified to find myselfin danger of jicrisliing 
through the ignorance and cowardice oi* these 
clowns, and felt my sjarits decay apace, when an 
old woman entered the barn, followed by the two 
fugitives, and with great intrepidity advanced to 
the place where 1 l.u, .saying, “ If it be the devil I 
fear on not, and fin* a dead niou. a can do us no 
harm.” When .she .saw niy eondilion, she cried, 
“ Here be no devil, but in youreri loofs liead. Here 
K* a poor miserable wreteh, bleeding to death, ami 


if a dies, we must be at the charge of burying 
him ; therefore, Dick, go vetch the old wheel-bar¬ 
row, and paten in, and carry en togoodman Hodge’s 
back door; he is more able than we to lay out money 
u])on ])oor vagrants.” Her advice was taken, and 
immediately j)ut in exe(*ution. I was rolled to tlie 
otlier farmer's door, where 1 was tumbled out like 
a heap of dung, and would certainly Iiuvc fallen a 
prey to tlu* hogs, if my groans had not disturbed the 
family, and brought .some of them out to view my 
situation, liut llodge resembled the Jew more than 
tlie good Samaritan, and ordered me to be carried 
to the house of the parson, wliose business it was 
to practise as well as to jireach charity; observing, 
that il was .sufficient for him to pay liis quota to¬ 
wards the Tnaintenance of the poor belonging to his 
own parisli. When 1 was set down at the vicar’s 
gate, he fell into a mighty passion, and threatened 
to excomnunneate him wJio sent, a.s well as those 
who brought me, unless tliey would move me im¬ 
mediately to another place. About tins time, I 
fainted with the fatigue I had undergone, and, arter- 
wanls, iindei’stood tliat I was baudied from door 
to door through a whole village, nobody having 
humanity enougli to administer tlie h‘ast relief to 
me, until an old woman, who was su.spected of 
witchcraft by the nt'ighbonrhood, hearing of my 
distress, received me uito her house, and having 
dressed niy wounds, brought me to myself wdtli 
cordials of her own preparing. J was treated with 
great care and teiKlerness by this grave matron, 
who, after i had recovv‘red some strength, desired 
to know the jnirticulars of my hist disaster. Tins 
piece of satisfaction I could not refuse to one wiio 
had saved my life; therefore n*lated all ni} tulven- 
tures, w'iihout exaggeration or reserve. She seemed 
surprised at the vicissitudes 1 had undergone, and 
drew a happy presage of my future, life from my 
past sufferings; then launelied out into the jiraise 
of advi*rsity with so much ardour and good sense, 
that 1 eoneluded she was a person who had seen 
belter days, and eonecived a longing desire to liear 
her sioiy. She pereeiw'd my drift by some words 
1 dropjK'd, ami smiling, told me, tliere was nothing 
either entertaining or extraordinary in the course of 
her Ibrtune; but, however, she would communieate 
it to me, ill eonsiileralion of the confidence I had 
ri'iiosed in lier. “ ll is of little consequenee.” said 
she, “ to tell the names of my parents, who are 
dead many Yeav.s ago ; let. it suffice to assure you, 
they were wealthy, and had no other child than 
me; so that I was looked ujxni as heire.ss to a con- 
.siderahle estate, and teasi'd with addresses on tliat 
account. Among the iimuluT of my admirers, there 
was a young geiitlemau of no lortmie. whose sole 
dependenei* was on Ins ]>romotion in tlie army, in 
which at that time lu* bore a lieutenant's eoinmis- 
sion. I conceived an afiVetiou tor this amiable 
officer, w'liieh, in a short time, inerea.sed to a violent 
jxission, and, without entering Into minute eircimi- 
stanees, married him ])nvately. \Ve had not en¬ 
joyed one another long, in stolen inlorviews, when 
III* was ordered with Ins legmienl to Tlamlers ; but, 
hefon* Ik* set out, it was agiecd between us, that he 
should declare our marriage to my tather by letter, 
and implore Ins jiardon for liu* .step we had taken 
without ]>is approbation. 'I’liis discovery was made 
whiio 1 was abroad ^lsiting; and just us 1 was 
about to return home, 1 received a letter fnnn mv 
father, importing, that since 1 had acted so undn- 
tirelly and meanly as to marry' a beggar, withcnit 
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his privity or cousent, to the disgrace of his family, 
as well as the disappointment of his hoj)(*s, he re¬ 
nounced me to the miserable fate I had entailed on 
myself, and charged me never to set foot -w ithin his 
doors again. This rigid sentenec -was conlirined by 
my mother, who, in a postscript, gave me t<) undcn*- 
stand, that her sentiments were exactly conformable 
to those of my father, and that I might suv'e myself 
the trouble of making any ai)pHcations, for her 
resolutions were unalterable. Thunderstruck with 
niy evil fortun<*, I called a coaelj, and drove to my 
husband’s lodgings, where T found him waiting tlie 
event of his letUT. Though he could easily divine, 
by my looks, the issue of liis declaration, he read 
with great steadiness the epistle I had received ; 
and, with a smile full of tenderness, which 1 shall 
never forget, embraced me, saying, I ht'hcrv the 
(jvocJ ladi/^ your moOier^ miyht hare apared herself the 
trouble of the htsl pari of her postscript. He/?, my 
dear Hetty., you must Jay aside all thonyhts of a conchy 
till I can procure, the rovwutud o f a reyimcut.' 'J'lns 
unconcerned behaviour, while it enabled me to sup¬ 
port my reverscof fortune,at the sametime endeared 
him to me the more, by convincing me of his dis- 
jnteresU*d views in espousing me. 1 -was next day 
boarded in eomi)any with the wife of anotiier ofliefu*, 
who had long been the friend and eoutidant of my 
husband, at a village not far from J.<ondon, -where 
they parted with us in the most melting manner, 
went to Flanders, and were killed in sight of one 
another, at the battle of the Wood. Wliy sliould 1 
tire you with a description of our unutterable sor¬ 
row at the fatal new.s of tins event, tin* veinemhraneo 
of which now fills rny aged eyes wnth tears! When 
our grief subsided a little, and rellection came to 
our aid, we found oui*s(‘iv<*.s de.s(‘rted by the whole 
world, and in danger of perishing liy want; w liere- 
upon, we made apjilieution for the pension, and 
were put upon the list. 1’hen, vow ing eternal 
friendship, sold our jew<*Is and .snperfiuous clothes, 
retired to this place, which is in the eouritv of 
Sussex, bought this little bousi*, wliere we lived 
many years in a solitary manner, indulging our 
mutual sorrow, till it pleased Heaven to cull away 
my companion two yoar.s ago; since which time I 
have lingered out an unhnpjiy being, in hopes of a 
speedy dissolution, when I promise myself the eter¬ 
nal reward of all my cares. In the mean time,” 
continued she, “ I must inibrm jou of the eharae- 
ter J bear among the neighbours ISIy conversation 
being different from tliat of the inhabitants of the 
village, my recluse way of life, my skill in curing 
distempers, which I acuiuired from books since 1 
settled here—and lastly, my age, have made the 
common people look upon mens something preter¬ 
natural, and I am actually at this hour believed to 
be a witch. The parson of the parish, wliose ac¬ 
quaintance I have not been at much pains to cul¬ 
tivate, taking mnhrage at my supposed disrespect, 
has oontrihnted not a little towanls the eoTifinnation 
of this opinion, by dropping certain bints to my 
prejudice among the vulgar, who arc also very 
much scandalized at my entertaining thus jioor 
tiihby eat, with the collar about her mck, whieh 
was a favourite of my deceased companion.” 

The whole behaviour of this venerable person was 
fio primitive, innocent, sensible, and humane, that 
I contracted a filial respect for her, an<l begged her 
advice w’ith regard to my future (iondnet, as soon 
a.s I was in a condition to act for inyselfi She dis¬ 
suaded me from a design I bad fornwH? of tTPrcIiiUg 
U' Ivondon, in hopes (d retrievitig niy clcHu'S HE- 


j>ay, by returning to my ship, which by this time, 
1 read in tlie newspaper, was safely arrived in the 
river Thames: “Heeause,” said she, “you run the 
hazard of being treated not only as a deserter in 
quitting tlie sloop, but also as a mutineer in as.sault- 
ing your commanding oflioer, to the malice of whose 
revenge jou will moreover be expost'd.” She then 
promised to reconimeiid me as a servant to a single 
lady of her acquaintance, wlio lived in the neigh¬ 
bourhood with her ne})lu*w, who was a young fox- 
hunter of great fortune, where I might be veiy 
hajipy, provided 1 eould bear the disposition and 
numiiers of my mistress, -which were somewhat 
whimsical ami particular. But, above all things, 
she counselled me to conceal my story, the know¬ 
ledge of which would eficctually }>oison my enter¬ 
tainment ; for it was a maxim among most i)eo}»le 
of condition, tliat no gentleman in distress ought to 
be admitted into a family as a domestic, lest he be¬ 
come proud, laz}, and insolent. 1 w’lis fain to em- 
hra(*t‘ this humble proiKisal, because Tiiy afiairs w'ere 
desperate ; and in a few days was liired by this lady, 
to .serve in ipiality of her footman ; having been 
rei>resented by mv bostt'ss as a >onng man wlio was 
brc'd up to the .sea by his relations against his will, 
and had snfiered shipuieck, which liad increased 
his <llsgust to that wa> of life .so much, that he 
ratlier ciiose to go into .service on shoie, tluin enter 
himself on board of aiy other slfj]). Before I took 
posse.«sion of in) new jilaei', she ga\e me a sketch 
of my mistress’s character, tluit I might know 
hett(T how to regulate rny eonduet. “Your ladj,” 
said .slu‘, “ is a maid<m of fort) years, not so remark¬ 
able for her beauty, as her iearning ami taste, v'hieh 
is famou.s all ovm* the country. Indeed slu* is a 
perfect female virtuoso; and .so eager aftm* the jiur- 
suit of knowledge, tliat slie neglects her iiorson even 
to a degree of slulUsliuess; (his negligence, together 
w'ith her eontenipt of the 7nale part of the creation, 
gives her iiepliew iio great eoueern, as b) these 
means he wdll prohabl) keep her fiirtune, wliieh is 
considerable, in tliefaiml). He therefore jicriuits 
her to live in lier own wa), which is .something ex¬ 
traordinary, ami gratifies her in all her whim.sieal 
de.sires. Iler apartment is at some distance from 
the other iuhabited ])art8of llu* liousi*, and consists 
of a dining-room, bed-ehamher, and .study. She 
keep.s a cook-maid, waiting-woman, ami footman ol 
her own; and seldom eats or eonverses-\^ith anv 
of the family but luT niece, who is a very lovel> 
creature, ami liumours lier aunt often to the j>u- 
jmlicc of her own health, by sitting iq) witli lii-r 
whole nights togetlu r; for your mistress is t<K) much 
of a pliilosojdier to be Swayed by the eusloms of 
the world, and lun er sleejis or eats like other people. 
Among other odd notions, she iwofesses the prin¬ 
ciples of Jiosicrutius; and believes the earth, air, 
and sea, are inhabited by invisible beiiig.s, wdlh 
whom it is possible for the human species to enter¬ 
tain c(»rrespondence and intimacy, on the easy con¬ 
dition of living chaste. As she hojies one day to 
be admitted into an acquaintance of this kind, sht* 
no sooner heard of me and iny cat, than she jiaid 
me a visit, with a view, as she has since owned, to 
b(* introduced to my familiar, and was greatly mor¬ 
tified to find herself disappointed in her expectation. 
Being, by this visionary turn of mind, abstracted 
as it were from the world, .she cannot advert to the 
common occurrences of life; and therefore is fre¬ 
quently so absent, as to commit very strange juistakee 
ami <‘xtravnigauces, wliich you will do well to rectify 
and repair as your prudence shall suggest.” 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

My Reception by lba.t Lady—I beromfi cnamtmred of Nar- 
cihsa—Ilecount the P.irtieulars of njy last Misfortune— [ 
Acquire the pood Opinion of my Mistress—An Arcount nf ' 
rhc younp Stpure- I am inaile necinuinted witli more I’ar- 
lu iiliiift 01 Narcibsu’s situati<m—Conceive a mortal Hatred 
ajjanist Sir Timothy—lixainiitc my Lady’s Library and 
Petforn).im'eb—^JloV extravapaiit Lciiavumr. 

Eratgiit witli these useful instnietions, I repaired 
to the place of her habitation, and was introdueed 
by tiie waitinj^-wonian to the pr(*senee of my lady, 
x\]ir) had not before seen me. She snt in her 
siiniy, with one loot on the ground, and the other 
ujMiii a hi^dt stool at some dist.nnee from her seat; 
her sandy locks hniifr down in a disorder 1 eannot 
call hcantifiil, from her head, which was deprived 
<jf its eoif, for tlie benefil of seralebinjr wilh one 
band, while slie held the stump of a pen in the 
Ollier. H<t forehead was hi^h and wrinkled ; her 
eyes were lur«i;e, j^rey, and prominent; her nose 
was lonji, shar)), and a<tuiline; lier inoulh of vast 
capacity ; her visaj^e meagre and freckled, and her 
ohm peaked like a shoemaker’s paring knife; her 
upper lij> contained a large (piuntily of plain Spanish, 
wliieh, by eontinnai falling, bad embroidered her 
n(‘ek, that was not nalnrally very while; and Ihe 
breast of her gow n, that bowed loose about h<T wilh 
a negiigenee truly poetic, discovering Imcn that 
was very fine, and to all appearance never icashnl 
but hi i^asUthan stmuns. Arouinl her lay heaps 
of books, globes, <|uadrants, teleseop<*s, and other 
learned apparatus. Her siiiiH-box stood at lier 
right hand; at her left hand lay her haiidkerelihd, 
sufficiently used ; and a eonvcmiencc* to spit in ap¬ 
peared on one side of her <'liair. She being in a 
reverie when we entered, tlu* maid di<l not think 
proper to disturb lier; so that we waited some 
minutes unobser\ed, during wiiieh tune slie bit the 
quill several times, altered her position, made many 
wry faces, and at length, witli an air of triumiih, 
repeated aloud, 

Ni»r (hire th’ immortal gods iny rngc oppose. 

Having eommitted her success to paper, she tnniod 
towards the door, and, perceiving us, cried, “What’s 
the matter.^”—“ Hcie’s the young man,” replied my 
oonduetiv.ss, “whom Mrs. Sagely iveomniended jus 
a fbotihan to your ladysliip.” ()n (his information 
slie stared in my face a considerable time, and tlnm 
asked my name, wliich 1 thouglit proper to eoneeal 
niider thatof dolin Ilrowii. After liaving suineyed 
me with a curious eje, she broke out into, “ O! a}, 
thou w ast sliipw reeked, I remember. Whether didst 
thou come on shore on the back of a whale or a 
doljiliin ?” To this I answered, 1 had swam jishorc 
■without any assistance. -Then she denuinded to 
know if T had ever been at the Hellespont, and 
swam from Cestos to Abydos. I rt'plit'd m the nega¬ 
tive. Upon w'hieh she bade the maid ordiT a suit 
of new livery for me, and instruct me in the articles 
of my duty. - So saying, she spit in her snulf-box, 
and wiped her nose with her caj), which lay on the 
table instead of a liandktTchief. AVe returned to 
the kitchen, wlu're 1 was regaled b) the nuiids, who 
Bcmned to vie wdth each other in expressing tli<*ir 
regard for me; and from them I understood that 
inv business consisted in cleaning knives and forks, 
laying the <‘loth, wailing at talile, carrying mes- 
fijiges, and attending my Iad\ wlnm she went abroad. 
'Jliere was a very good suit of livery in the bouse, 
'whieh had belonged to my predecessor, deceased 


and it fitted inc exactly; so that there was no occa¬ 
sion for employing a tailor on my account 1 Jiad 
[lot long been equipped in this manner, when my 
[jidy’s bell rung; upon which I ran up stairs, and 
^biuwl her stalking about the room in her shift and 
under petticoat only: 1 would have immediately 
retired as became me, but she bade me come in, 
and air a clean shift for her; which operation I 
having peribrm(‘d with some backwardness, she put 
t on before me -w ithout any ceremony, and 1 verily 
relieve was ignonmt of my sex all that time, as 
Dcing quite absorbed in contemplation. About fetur 
a’eloek in the afternoon, I was ordered to lay the 
Kloth, and place two covers, which I understood 
w'ere for my mistress and her niece, whom 1 had 
lot as yet sivri. Thougli 1 wuis not very dexterous 
it this work, I performed it pretty well for a be¬ 
ginner ; and, when dinner was upon the table, saw 
jiy mistress apjiroaeli, accomjwinied by the young 
ady, w liose name, for the present, shall be Narcissa. 
•>() much sweetness apiiearcd in the countenance 
ind carriage of this amiable apparition, that my 
heart was captivated at first sight, and, while dinner 
lasted, I gazed upon her without intermission. Her 
age seemed to be seventeen, her stature tall, her 
shape unexceptionahle; her hair, that fell down 
ni)Ou her ivory neck in ringlets, black as jet; her 
arched cN’e-brows of the same colour; her es pierc¬ 
ing, 3 et tender; her Ups of the consistence and 
hue of cherries; her complexion clear, delicate, and 
healthy; her aspect noble, ingenuous, and humane; 
and the whole person so ravishingly delightful, that 
it w as imp(>.ssihle for any creature endued with sen¬ 
sibility, to see without admiring, and admire w ithout 
loving her to exces.s! I began to curse the servile 
station that placed me so far beneath the regard of 
this idol of iny adoration! and yet 1 blessed my 
fate, that enabh*d me to enjoy daily the .sight of so 
much perl(*etion ! A^'hen she spoke, 1 listened with 
I>leasnro; hut w'hen she spoke to me, my soul was 
tlirilled with an eestacy of tumultuous joy I 1 was 
(wen so happy as to he the subject of their conver¬ 
sation. Eor Narcissa having observed me, said 
to fier aunt, ‘‘ I .see your new footman is come.” 
Then addn'ssing lierstdf to me, asked with inefiahle 
eoniplaeeney, if I was the persou wlio had been so 
cruelly used by robbers? When I satisfied her in 
this, she expressed a desire of Kno'uing the other 
particulars of iny fortune, both before and since my 
being shipwrecked. Hereupon (as j\Irs. Sagely had 
counselled me) 1 told her tliat I hud been bound 
apprentice to (lie master of a ship, contrary to my 
inclination, -wdiicli ship had foundered at sea; that 
I and four more, ■who chanced to be on deck when 
she went down, made shift to swim to the shore, 
when my companions, after having overpowered 
me, stripped me to the shirt, and left me, as they 
imagined, dead of the wounds I received in my own 
defence. Then i related the circumstances of my 
being found in a barn, ■wdth the inhuman treatmeni 
1 met with from the country people and parson; tht 
description of whieh, 1 perceived, drew tears froir 
the charming creature’s eyes! When I had finishet 
my recital, my mistress said, '‘'"Ma foil le gar^oi 
cst him Jail 'To which opinion Narcissa assented 
with a compliment to my understanding in the sam< 
language, tliat fiaKercd my vanity extremely. 

'I’lie eoiuersation, among other subjects, turnei 
upon the young sipiire, whom my lady inqnirec 
after under the title of the tSavage; and was in 
formed by her niece, that he was still in bed, vt 
u 



THE AHVENTUEES OF 


ta 


pairini^ the fatigue of last night’s debauch, and 
recruiting strcn^h and spirits to undergo a fox- 
cl^e to-morrow morning, in company with Sir 
Timothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a great 
many other gentlemen of the same stamp, whom 
he had invited on that occasion; so that, by day¬ 
break, the whole house would be in an uproar. 
This was a very disagreeable piece of news to the 
virtuoso, who protested she would stufi' her ears 
with cotton when she went to bed, and take a dose 
of opium to make her sleep the more sound, that 
she might not be disturbed and distracted by the 
clamour of the brutes. 

When their dinner was over, I and my fellow- 
servants sat down to ours in the kitchen, where I 
understood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy 
knight in the neighbourhood, between whom and 
Narcissa a match had been projected by her brother, 
who promised at the same time to espouse Sir 
Timothy’s sister; by which means, as their fortunes 
were pretty equal, the young ladies would be pro¬ 
vided for, and their brothers be never the poorer; 
but that the ladies did not concur in the scheme, 
each of them entertaining a hearty contempt for 
the person allotted to her for a husband by this 
agreement. This information begat in me a mortal 
aversion to Sir Timothy, whom 1 looked upon as 
my rival, and cursed in my heart for his presump¬ 
tion. Next morning, by daybreak, being awakened 
by the noise of the hunters and hounds, I arose to 
view the cavalcade, and had a sight of my com¬ 
petitor, whose accomplishments, the estate excluded, 
did not seem brilliant enough to give me much 
uneasiness with respect to Narcissa, who, I flattered 
myself, was not to be won by such qualifleations as 
he was master of, either as to person or mind. My 
mistress, notwithstanding her precaution, was so 
much disturbed by her nephew’s company, that 
she did not rise till five o’clock in the afternoon; 
so that I had an opportunity of examining her 
study at leisure, to which examination I was 
strongly prompted by my curiosity. Here I found 
a thousand scraps of her own poetry, consisting of 
three, four, ten, twelve, and twenty lines, on an 
infinity of subjects, which, as whim inspired, she 
had begun, without constancy or capacity to bring 
to any degree of composition. But, what was very 
extraordinary in afemale poet, there was not the least 
mention made of love in any of her performances. I 
counted fragments of five tragedies, the titles of which 
were, “The Stem Philosopher—The Double Mur¬ 
der—The Sacrilegious Traitor—The Fall of Lucifer 
—and The Last Day.” From whence I gathered, 
that her disposition was gloomy, and her imagination 
delighted with objects of horror. Her library was 
composed of the best English historians, poets, and 
philosophers; of all the French critics and poets, 
and of a few books in Italian, chiefly poetry, at the 
head of which were Tasso and Ariosto, pretty much 
used. Besides these, translations of the classics 
into French, but not one book in Greek or Latin; a 
circumstance that discovered her ignorance in 
these languages. After having taken a full view 
of this collection, I retired, and, at the usual time, 
was preparing to lay the cloth, when I was told by 
the maid that her mistress was still in bed, and had 
been so affected with the notes of the hounds in the 
morning, that she actually believed herself a hare 
beset by the hunters ; and begged a few greens to 
munch for breakfast. When I expressed my sur¬ 
prise at this unaccountable imagination, she gave 


me to understand, that her lady was very much 
subject to whims of this nature ; sometimes fancy¬ 
ing herself an animal, sometimes a piece of fumi 
ture, during which conceited transformations it 
was very dangerous to come near her, especially 
when she represented a beast; for that, lately, in 
the character of a eat, she had flown at her, aud 
scratched her face in a terrible manner; that, some 
months ago, she prophesied the general conflagra¬ 
tion was at hand, and nothing would be able to 
quench it but her water, which, therefore, she kept 
so long that her life was in danger; and she must 
needs have died of the retention, had they not 
found an expedient to make her evacuate, by 
kindling a bonfire under her chamber window, and 
persuading her that the house was in flames; upon 
which, with great deliberation, she bade them bring 
all the tubs and vessels they could find, to be filled, 
for the preservation of the house, into one of which 
she immediately discharged the cause of her dis¬ 
temper. I was also informed, that nothing con¬ 
tributed so much to the recovery of her reason os 
music, which was always administered on those 
occasions by Narcissa, who played perfectly well 
on the harpsichord, and to whom she, the maid, 
was just then going to intimate her aunt’s disorder. 
She was no sooner gone than I was summoned by 
the bell to my lady's chamber, where I found her 
sitting squat on her hams on the floor, in the manner 
of puss when she listens to the outcries of her pur¬ 
suers. When I appeared, she started up with an 
alarmed look, and sprung to the other side of the 
room to avoid me, whom, without doubt, she 
mistook for a beagle thirsting after her life. I’er- 
ceivitig her extretnc confusion, 1 retired, and, oh 
the staircase, met the adorable Narcissa coming up, 
to whom I imparted the situation of my mistress. 
She said not a word, but, smiling with unsiicakablc 
grace, went into her aunt’s apartment, and in a 
little time my ears were ravished with the effects 
of her skill. She accompanied the instrument with 
a voice so sweet and melodious, that I did not 
wonder at the surprising change it produced on 
the spirits of my mistress, which were soon com¬ 
posed to peace and sober reflection. 

About seven o’clock the hunters arrived, with 
the skins of two foxes and one badger, carried 
before them as trophies of their sucee.ss. And, when 
they were about to sit down to dinner, or supper. 
Sir Timothy Thicket desired that Narcissa would 
honour the table with her presence. But this re¬ 
quest, notwithstanding her brothers threats and 
entreaties, she refused, on pretence of attending her 
aunt, who was indisposed ; so I enjoyed the satis¬ 
faction of seeing my rival mortified. But this 
disappointment made no great impression on him, 
who consoled himself with the bottle, of which the 
whole company became so enamoured, that, after a 
most horrid uproar of laughing, singing, swearing, 
dancing, and fighting, they were all carried to bed 
in a state of utter oblivion. My duty being alto¬ 
gether detached from the squire and his family, I 
led a pretty easy and comfortable life, drinking 
daily intoxicating draughts of love from the charms 
of Narcissa, which brightened on my contempla¬ 
tion every day more and more. Inglorious as my 
station was, I became blind to my own unworthi- 
ncss, and even conceived hopes of one day enjoying 
this amiable creature, whose affability greatly 
encouraged these presumntuous thoughts. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

Idy Miitrest U Burprised at my Learning—Communleatea 
Iier Performances to me—I impart some of mine to her— 
Am mortided at her fhint Praise—Narcissa approves of 
my Conduct—I gain an involuntary Conquest over the 
Cook-maid and Dairy-maid—Their mutual Resentment 
and Insinuations—The Jealousy of their Lovers. 

DunxNQ this season of love and ffanquillity, my 
muse, which had lain dormant so long, awoke, and 
pnxiuced several small perlbrmances on the subject 
of my flame; but, as it concerned me nearly to 
remain undiscovered in my real character and 
sentiments, I was under a necessity of mortifying 
my desire of praise, by confining my works to iny 
own perusal and applause. In the mean time I 
.strove to insinuate myself into the good opinion of 
both ladies; and succeeded so well, by my dili¬ 
gence and dutiful behaviour, that, in a little time, 
i was at least a favourite servant; and frequently 
enjoyed the pleasure of hearing myself mentioned 
in French and Italian, with some degree of warmth 
and surjirisc, by the dear object of all my wishes, 
as a person who had so much of the gentleman in 
my appearance and discourse, that she could not 
for her soul treat me like a common lacquey. My 
prudence and modesty were not long proof against 
these bewitching compliments. One day, while I 
waited at dinner, the conversation turned ui)on a 
knotty passage of Tasso’s Jerusalem, which, it 
seems, had puzzled them both. After a great many 
unsatisfactory conjectures, my mistress, taking the 
book out of her pocket, turned up the place in 
<pu‘stion, and read the sentence over and over 
without success; at length, despairing of finding 
the author’s meaning, she turned to nie, saying, 
“ Come hither, Ilruno, let us see what fortune will 
do for us; T will interpret to thee what goes before 
and what follows this obscure paragraph, the par¬ 
ticular words of which 1 will also explain, that thou 
mayest, by comparing one with another, guess the 
sense of that wliicn perplexes us,” I was too vain 
to let slip this opportunity t>f displaying my talents, 
therefore, without hesitation, read and explained 
the whole of that which had disconcerted them, to 
the utter astonishment of both. Narcissa's face 
and lovely neck were overspread w’itli blushes, 
from which 1 drew a favourable omen, while her 
aunt, after having stared at me a good while with a 
look of amazement, excniimed, “ In the name of 
h<‘uven ! Who art thou?” I told her I had picked 
up a smattering of Italian, during a voyage up the 
Straits. At this explanation she shook her head, 
and observed, that no sinatt(*rer could read as 1 had 
done. She then desired to know if I understood 
French? To which question I answered in the 
aflirmative. She a.sked, if 1 was acquainted with 
liUtin and Greek ? I replied, “A little.”—“Oho!” 
continued she, “and with philosophy and mathe¬ 
matics, I suppose ?” I owned I knew something of 
each. Then she repeated her stare and interrogation. 
I began to repent my vanity, and, in order to repair 
the fault I had committed, said, it was not to be 
wondered at if 1 had a tolerable education, for 
learning was so cheap in my country, that every 
peasant was a scholar; but I hoped her ladyship 
would think my understanding no exception to my 
character. She was pleased to answer, “ No, no, 
God forbid.” But during the rest of the time they 
sat at table, they liehaved with remarkable reserve. 

This alteration gave me great uneasiness; and I 


I passed the night without sleep, in melancholy re 
flections on the vanity of young men, which prompts 
them to commit so many foolish actions, contrary 
to their own sober judgment Next day, however, 
instead of profiting by this self-condemnation, I 
yielded still more to the dictates of the principle I 
had endeavoured to chastise, and, if fortune had not 
befriended me more than prudence could expect I 
should have been treated with the contempt it 
deserved. After breakfast my lady, who was a 
true author, bade me follow her into the study, 
where she expressed herself thus: “ Since you are 
so learned, jjrou cannot be void of taste; therefore 
I am to desire jour opinion of a small performance 
in poetry, which I lately composed. You must 
know I have planned a tragedjr, the subject of which 
shall be the murder of a prince before the altar, 
where he is busy at his devotions. After the deed 
is perpetrated, the regicide will harangue the people 
with the bloody dagger in his hand; and 1 have 
already composed a speech, which I think will suit 
the character extremely; here it is.” Then taking 
up a scrap of paper, she read with violent emphasis 
and gesture, as follows: 

Thus have I sent the simple kinft to hell, 

Without or eoflin, shroud, or pasting bell; 

To me what arc divine and human laws? 

1 court no sanction but my own applause ! 

Rapes, robb’nes, treasons, yield my soul delight; 

And liuman carnage gratifies my sight: 

I drag the parent hy the hoary l>air, 1 

And toss the sprawling infant on my spear, > 
While the fond moiher’a cries regale mine ear, ) 

I fight, 1 vanquish, murder friends an<l foes: 

Nor da.'e th* immortal gods niy rage oppose. 

Though 1 did great violence to my understanding 
in praising this unnatural rhapstKiy, I nevertheless 
extolled it as a production that of itself desen’ed 
immortal fame; and besought her ladyship to bless 
the world with the fruits of those uncommon 
talents Heaven had bestowed upon her. She smiled 
with a look of sclf-complacency, and, encouraged 
hy the incense 1 had offered, communicated all her 
poetical works, which 1 applauded one by one, with 
as little candour os I had shown at first. Satiated 
with my flattery, which, I hope, my situation 
justified, she could not in conscience refuse me an 
opportunity of shining in my turn ; and, therefore, 
after a compliment to my nice discernment and 
taste, observed, that,doubtlc.ss,I must have produced 
something in that way myself, which she desired to 
sec. This was a temptation 1 could by no means 
resist. 1 owned, that, while I was at college, I wrote 
some small detached pieces, at the desire of a friend 
who was in love, and at her request repeated the 
following verses, which indeed my love forNarcissa 
had inspired. 

ON CELIA, 

TLATINO ON THE HARPSICHORD AND BINOINO. 

When Sappho struck the quiv’ring wire, 

The throbbing hreast was all on lire : 

And, when she rais’d the vocal lay, 

The captive soul was charm’d away. 

But had the nymph possess'd with these, 

Thy softer, chaster power to please ; 

Thy beauteous air of sprightly youth, 

Thy native smiles of artless truth ; 

The worm of grief had never prey’d 
On the forsaken love-sick maid : 

Nor had she mourn’d an hapless flame, 

Nor dash’d on rocks her tender frame. 

My mistress paid me a cold compliment on mj 
versification, which, she said, was elegant enough. 
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but tlie subject beneath the pen of a true poet 
was extremely nettled atherindiffercnce^and look< 
at Narcissa, who by this time had joined us, for Ik 
approbation ; but she declined giving her opinio 
protesting she was no judge of these matters; b( 
that I was forced to retire, very much balked in 
my expectation, which was generally a little to( 
sanguine. In the afternoon, however, the waiting- 
maid assured me that Narcissa had expressed he 
approbation of my performance with great warmth, 
and desired her to procure a copy of it, a.s for herself 
that she (Narcissa) might have an opportunity t( 
peruse it at pleasure. I was elated to an extravagant 
pitch atthis intelligence,and immediately transcribed 
a fair copy of my ode, which was carried to the dear 
charmer, together with another on the same subject, 
as foUow'S 

Thy fatal shafts unerrinp' move, 

I bow before thine altar, Love I 

1 loel thy soft resistless flame 

Glide swift through all my vital frame ! 

For while I gaze, my bosom glows, 

My blood in tides impetuous flows; 

Hope, fear, and joy altiTiiate roll. 

And floods of transi»ort whelm my soul' 

My falt'ring tongue attempts in vain. 

In soothing murmurs to complain . 

My tongue some secret magic ties, 

My murmurs sink in broken sighs! 

Condemn’d to nurse eternal care, | 

And ever drop the silent tear, 

Unheard 1 mourn, unknown I sigh, * 

Unfriended live, unplty’d die ! 

Whether or not Narcissa discovered my pnssion, 

1 could not learn from her behaviour, which, though 
always benevolent to me, was henceforth more 
reserved and loss cheerful. ^Vhile my thoughts 
aspired to a sphere so far above me, I Imd un¬ 
wittingly made a conquest of the cook-wcnch and 
dairy-maid, who became so jealous of each otlier, 
that, if their sentiments had been refined by eilu- 
catioii, it is probable one or other of them would 
have had recourse to poison or steel to be avenged 
of her rival; but, as their minds were happily adapted 
to their humble station, their mutual enmity was 
confined to scolding and fisty-cuffs, in which ex¬ 
ercises they were both well skilled. My good fortune 
did not long remain a secret; for it was disclosed 
by the frequent broils of these heroines, who kept 
no decorum iu their encounters. The coachman 
and gardener, who paid their devoirs to my ad¬ 
mirers, each to his respective choice, alarmed at 
my success, laid their heads together, in order to 
concert a plan of revenge; and the former having 
been educated at the academy at U'otterdiain Court, 
undertook to challenge me to single combat, lie 
accordingly, with many opprobrious invectives, 
bade me defiance, and offered to box me for twenty 
guineas. I told him, that, although I believed 
myself a match for him, even at that work, 1 would 
not descend so far below the dignity of a gentletnan 
as to fight like a porter; but if he had any thing to 
say to me, I was his man at blunderbuss, musket, 
jiistol, sw ord, hatchet, spit, cleaver, fork, or needle; 
nay, 1 swore, tliat, should he give his tongue any 
more saucy liberties at my expense, I would crop 
his ears without any ceremony. This rhodomontade, 
delivered with .a stem countenance and resolute 
tone, had the desired effect upon my antagonist, 
who, with some confusion, sneaked off, and gave 
his friend an account of his reception. The story 
taking air among the servants, procured for me the 
title of G-entlenian John, with which 1 was some¬ 


times honoured, even by my mtstress and Narcissa, 
who had been informed of the whole affair by th** 
chambermaid. In the mean time, the rival (jueans 
expressed their passion by all the ways in their 
power: the cook entertained me with choice bits, 
the dairy-maid with stroakings; the first would 
often eneounige me to discover myself by com- 
pHinonting me u])on my courage and learning, and 
observing, tha> if she had a husband like me, 
to maintain order, and keep accounts, she could 
make a great deal of money by setting up an 
eating-house at l^ondon, for gentlemen’s servants 
on hoard wages. Th(‘ other courted my affection, 
by showing her own importance, and telling me. 
that many a substantial farmer in the neighbour¬ 
hood would be glad to marry her; but siie was 
resolved to please her eye, if she should plague 
her heart. Tlien she would launeh out into the 
praise of my proper person, and say, she was sure I 
would make a good husband, tor 1 was very good- 
latured. I began to be uneasy at the importunities of 
hese inamoratas, whom, at another time, perhajis, 

' might have pleased without the disagreeable sauec 
>f matrimony; but at present my ■wliole soul was 
■ngrossed by Narcissa, and I could not bear the 
hoiiglits of doing any thing derogatory of the 
lassion I entcitaiued for her. 


CIIATTETi XLT. 

•Narcissa being in Danger from the Brutality of Sir Timothy, 
is rescued b> nie, wiio revenge niyBolf on my Jtjvu}— 
I declare my Passion, and retreat to the Sea Ride—Am 
surrounded by Smugglers, and carried to Boulogne—Find 
my Uncle, Lieutenant Howling, in great distress, and 
relieve him—Our Converhiition. 

\t certain intervals, my ambition would revive; 
would despise in^v>'‘-'lf for my tame resignation to 
iiy sordid fate, and revolve an Inmdred schemes 
>r assuming the eharacter of a gentleman, to which 
thought myself entitled by birth and education, 
n these fruitless suggestions time stole away un- 
icrceived, and 1 had already remained eight months 
n the station of a footman, when an accident haj)- 
tened that put an end to my servitude, and for the 
resent banished all hopes of succeeding in my love. 

Narcissa w’ent one day to visit Miss Thicket, who 
ved with Iht brother, within less than a mile of 
ur hoiisi*, and was persuaded to walk home in the 
■ool of the evening, accompanied by Sir Timothy, 
ho having a good deal of the brute in liim, was 
istigated to use some unbecoming familiarities 
ith her, encouraged by the solitariness of a field 
irough which they passed. The lovely creature 
as ine<‘ns{*d at his rude behaviour, for which she 
eproaclu*d him in such a manner, that he lost all 
‘egard to decency, and actually offered violence to 
lis pattern of innocence and beauty. But Heaven 
voiild not suffer so much goodness to be violated ; 
nd sent me, who, passing by accident near the 
lace, w'as alarmed with her cries, to her succour. 
iVhat were the emotions of my soul when I beheld 
Vareissa, almost sinking beneath the brutal force 
if this satyr! 1 flew like lightning to her rescue, 
nd he perceiving me, quitted his prey, and drew 
tis hanger to chastise my presumjition. My indig- 
lation was too high to admit one thought of fear: 
o that, rushing upon him, I struck his woajiou out 
f his hand, and used my cudgel so successfully, 
hat he fell to the ground, and lay, to all appearance, 
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■without sense. Then I turned to Narcissa, who 
had swooned, and sitting down hy her, gently 
raised Jier head, and supported it on my hosom, 
■while, with my hand around her waist, 1 kept her in 
that position. My soul was thrilled with tumultuous 
jo^ at feeling the object of my dearest wishes 
within my arms; and while she lay insensible, I 
could not refrain from applying my cheek to hers, 
and ravishing a kiss. In a little time, the blood 
began to revisit her face ; she opened her enchant¬ 
ing eyes, and having recollected her late situation, 
said, witii a look full of tender acknowledgment, 
“Dear John, I am eternally obliged to you!” »So 
saying, she made an effort to rise, in which 1 assisted 
her, and she proceeded to the house, leaning upon 
me all the way. 1 was a thousand times temjited hy 
this opportunity to declare my passion, hut the 
dread of disobliging her restrained my tongue. We 
ha<l not moved an hundred paces from th(‘ scene of 
her distress, when I perceived Sir 'fimothy ris(‘ and 
walk homeward; a circumstance, ■uhich, though it 
gave mo some satisfaction, inasmuch as I thereby 
knew I had not killed him, filled me with just ajipre- 
heiision of his resentment, which I found myself in 
no condition to withstand; especially when 1 con¬ 
sidered his intimacy with our squire, to whom 1 
knew he could justify himself for what he had 
done, hy imputing it to his love, and desiring his 
brother Ilruin to take the same liberty with his 
sister, without any fear of offence. When we 
arrived at the house, Narcissa assured me, she 
would exert all her influence in protecting me 
from the revenge of Thicket, and likewise engage 
her aunt in my favour. At the same time, pulling 
out her purse, offered it as a small consideration 
for the service i had done her. Hut J stood loo 
much upon the punctilios of love, to incur the least 
suspicion of being mercenary, and refused the 
present, by saying, I had merited notliing by barely 
doing my duty'. Sh(* seemed astonished at my dis¬ 
interestedness, and blushed: I felt the same suffu- 
sion, and, with adowjieast e.ve and broken accent, 
told her, I had one ve(}ue.st to make, which if her 
generosity would gi'ant, I should think myself fully 
rec<nn}iensed for an age of misery. She changed 
colour at this preamble, and, ■u’ith great confusion, 
replied, she hoped my good sense would binder me 
from asking any thing she was bound in honour to 
refuse, and therefon* hade me signify my desire. 
1! pon which 1 kneeled, and begged to kiss her liaiul. 
She immediately, ■with an averted look, stretched it 
out; i imprinted on it an ardent kiss, and bathing 
it with my tears, cried, “Dear Madam, I am an 
unfortunate geutleinan, and love you to distraction, 
hut wmuld have died a thousand deaths rather than 
make this declaration under such a servile appt^ar- 
ance, w'ere I not dc'termined to yield to tlie rigour 
of my fate, to fly' from your hewiteliing presence, 
and bury my presumptuous passion in etenial 
silence.” With these words I rose and went away, 
before she could recover her s])irUs so far as to 
makt* any reply. My first care was to go and con¬ 
sult Mrs. Sagely', -with whom 1 bad maintained a 
friendly' correspondence ev(T since I li*l‘t her house. 
When she understood my situation, the good woman, 
with real concern, condoled me on my unhapi)y 
lute, and a])proved of my resolution to leave the 
country, as being ])erfeetly well ae<|uainlecl ■with 
the harbanms disj)osition of my rival, ‘Mvho by 
this time,” said she, “ha.s no ilouhl meditated a 
wheme of revenge. Indeed J cannot see Ihjw you 


ab 

will be able to elude his vengeance; being himself 
in the commission, he will immediately grant war ■ 
rants for apprehending you; and as almost all the 
people in this county are dependent on him or hia 
friend, it will be impossible for you to find shelter 
among them. If you should be apprehended, he 
will commit you to jaol, where you may possibly 
languish in great misery till the next assizes, and 
then be transported for assaulting a magistrate.” 
While she thus warned me of my danger, we heard 
a knocking at the door, which threw us both into 
consternation, as, in all probability, it was occasioned 
by'my pursuers: whereupon thi.sgenerous oldlad^, 
putting two guineas into my hand, with tears m 
her eyes, bade me for Clod’s sake to get out at the 
hack door, and consult my safety as J*rovidcuec 
should direct me. There was no time for deliber¬ 
ation. I follow’ed her advice, and escaped by the 
benefit of a dark night to the sea side, where, while 
I ruminated on my next excursion, I was all of a 
sudden surrounded by' armed men, ■w’ho, having 
bound my hands and feet, hade me make no noise, 
on pain <)f being shot, and carried me ou hoard of a 
vessel, which 1 soon pcrceiv'ed to he a smuggling 
cutter. This discovery gave me some satisfaction 
at first, because 1 concluded myself safe from the 
resentment of Sir ’Pimotby. Hut when I found 
myself in the hands of ruffians, who threatened to 
execute me for a spy, T would have thought myself 
happily quit for a year’s imprisonment, or oven 
transportation, it ■was in vain for me to protest 
my innocence. 1 could not persuade them that 1 
had tiiken a solitary walk to thoir haunt, at such 
an hour, merely for my ow'n amusement; and 1 
did not think it my interest to disclose lljc true 
cause of my retreat, because 1 was afraid they 
w’ould have made their peace ■with justice, h^i .sur¬ 
rendering me to the penalty of the hnv. \\’hat 
confirmed llieir susi)ieion ■was, the appearance of a 
custom-house yacht, which gave them chase, and 
had well nigh made a prize of the vessel; when 
they' were delivered from their fears by a thick 
fog, which effectually screened them, and favoured 
their arrival at Boulogne. Hut before they out 
of sight of their pursuer, they held a council of 
■ivar about me; and some of the most ferocious 
among them would have thro'wn me overboard, as 
a traitor who had betrayed them to their enemies; 
hut others, more considerate, alleged, that, if they 
put me to death, and should afterward.s betaken, 
tlu’v could expect no mercy from the legislature, 
which would never pardon outlawry aggrinated Vy 
murder. It was therefore determiiu'd In a jilurality 
of votes, that I should be set on shore in J'ranee, 
and left to find my pa.ssage hack to England as I 
should think proper, this being piinishiueut sufii- 
cienl for the hare suspicion of a crime in itself ni»t 
capital. Although this favourable deterrninalion 
gUNC me great pleasure, the apprehension of being 
robbed would not suffer me to he perfectly at case, 
'fo prevent this calamity, as soon as I was untied, 
in eonse<iuenee of the foresnid decision, 1 tore a 
small hole in one of my stockings, into which 1 
dropped si.x guineas, reserving half a piece and 
some silver in my pocket, that, finding something, 
they might not be timipted to make any further 
imjuiry. 'I’his was a very necessary precaution; 
for when we came within sight of the Freneli shore, 
one of the .'smugglers told me, I must pay for my 
ju.ssage. 'I’o tins declaration 1 replied,* that my 
pu.ssage wa.s none of my own seeking; tlna-efore 
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they could not expect b reward from me for 
transporting me into a strange country by force. 
*• D —^mc!” said the outlaw, “ none of your palayer; 
but let me see what money you have got.” So 
saying, he thrust hia hand into my pocket without 
any ceremony, and emptied it of the contents. 
Then casting an eye at my hat and wig, which 
eaptivated his fancy, he took them off, and clap¬ 
ping his own on my head, declared, that a fair 
exchange was no robbery. 1 was fain to put up 
with the bargmn, which was by no means favour¬ 
able to me; and a little while after we went all on 
shore together. 

I resolved to take my leave of these desperadoes 
without much ceremony, when one of them cau¬ 
tioned me against appearing to their prejudice, if 
ever I returned to England, unless I had a mind to 
be murdered; for which service, he assured me, 
the gang never wanted agents. I promised to ob¬ 
serve his advice, and departed for the Upper Town, 
where I inquired for a cabaret, or public-house, 
into which I went, with an intention of taking 
some refreshment. In the kitchen, five Dutcli 
sailors sat at breakfast, with a large loaf, a firkin 
of butter, and a cag of brandy, the bung of which 
they often applied to their months with great per¬ 
severance and satisfaction. At some distance 
from them I perceived another person in the same 
garb, sitting in a pensive solitai-y manner, enter¬ 
taining himself with a whiff of tobacco, from the 
stump of a pipe as black as jet The appearance 
of distress never failed to attract my regard and 
compassion. I approached this forlorn tar with a 
view to offer him my assistance; and, notwithstand¬ 
ing the alteration of dress, and disguise of a long 
beard, 1 discovered in him m^ long lost and la¬ 
mented uncle and benefactor. Lieutenant Howling! 
Good Heaven 1 what were the agitations of my soul, 
between the joy of finding again such a valuable 
friend, and tlie sorrow of seeing him in such a low 
condition 1 The tears gushed down my cheeks: 1 stood 
motionless and silent for some time; at length, 
recovering the use of speech, exclaimed, “ Gracious 
God! Mr. Bowling!” My uncle no sooner heard 
his name mentioned, than he started up, crying 
with some surprise, “ Holloa I” and after having 
looked at me steadfastly, without being able to re¬ 
collect me, said, “ Hid you call me, brother f” I 
told him 1 had something extraordinary to commu¬ 
nicate, and desired him to give me the hearing for 
a few minutes in another room; but he would by 
no means consent to this proposal, saying, “ Avast 
there, friend ; none of your tricks upon travellers; 
if you have any thing to say to me, do it above 
ooard ; you need not be afraid of being overheard; 
here are none who understand our lingo.” 

Though I was loth to discover myself before 
company, I could no longer refrain from telling 
him I was his own nephew, Koderick Handom. 
On this information, he considered me with great 
earnestness and astonishment, and recalling my 
features, whieh, though enlarged, were not entirely 
altered since he had seen me, came up, and shook 
me by the hand very cordially, protesting he was 
glad to see me well. After some pause, he went on 
thus: “And yet, my lad, I am sorry to see you 
under such colours; the more so, as it is not in my 
power, at present, to change them for the better, 
times being very hard with me.” With these 
words, 1 could perceive a tear trickle down his fur¬ 
rowed cheeks, which affected me so much, that I 


wept bitterly. Imagining my sorrow was the effect 
of my own misfortunes, he comforted me, with 
observing, that life was a voyage in which we 
must expect to meet with all weathers; sometimes 
it was calm, sometimes rough-, that a fair gale 
often succeeded a storm; that the wind did not 
always sit one way, and that despair signified no¬ 
thing; but that resolution and skill were better 
than a stout vessel; for why ? because they require 
no carpenter, and grow stronger the more labour 
they undergo. I dried up my tears, which I as¬ 
sured him were not shed for my own distress, but 
for liis, and begged leave to accompany him into 
another room, where we could converse more at 
our ease. There I recounted to him the ungenerous 
usage I had met with from Potion; at which rela¬ 
tion he started up, stalked across the room three or 
four times in a great hurry, and, grasping his cud¬ 
gel, cried, “ I would I were alongside of him-— 
that’s all—I would I were alongside of him!” 1 
then gave him a detail of all my adventures and 
sufferings, which affected him more than I could 
have imagined; and concluded with telling him 
that Captain Gakum was still -alive, and that he 
might retuni to England when he would to solicit 
his affairs, without danger or molestation. He was 
wonderfully ])leascd with this piece of information, 
of which, however, he said he could not at present 
avail himself, for want of money to pay his passage 
to London. This objection I soon removed, by- 
putting five guineas into his hand, and telling him, 

I thought myself extremely happy in having an 
ojtportunity of manifesting my gratitude to him in 
his necessity. But it was with the utmost difficulty 
I could prevail upon him to accept of two, which 
he affirmed were more than sulfieient to defray the 
necessary expense. After this friendly contest w as, 
over, he proposed wo should have a me.ss of some¬ 
thing: “ Eor,” said ho, “it has been banyan-day 
with me a great while. You must know 1 was 
shipwrecked five days ago, near a place called 
Lisieux, in company with those Hutehineti who are 
now drinking below ; and having but little money 
when I came ashore, it was soon spent, because I 
let them have share and share while it lasted. 
Howsomever, I should have remembered the old 
saying, Kvery hog his own apple: for when they 
found my hold unstowed, they went all hands to 
shooling and begging, and because 1 would not 
take a spell at tlie same duty, refused to give me 
the least assistance; so that I have uot broke bread 
these two days.” I was shocked at the extremity- 
of his distress, and ordered some bread, cheese, and 
wine to be brought immediately, to allay his hun¬ 
ger, until a fricassee of chickens could be prepared. 
When he had recruited his spirits with this homely 
fare, I desired to know the particulars of his pere¬ 
grination, since the accident at Cape Tiheroon; 
which were briefly these: the money he had about 
him being all spent at Port Louis, the civility and 
hospitality of the French cooled to such a degree, 
that he was obliged to list on board of one of their 
king’s ships as a common foremast man, to prevent 
himself from starving on shore. In this situation 
he continued two years, during which time he had 
acquired some knowledge of their language, and 
the reputation of a good seaman : the ship he be¬ 
longed to was ordered home to France, where she 
was laid up, as imfit for service, and he was re¬ 
ceived on board of one of Monsieur D’Antin’s 
squadron, in quality of quarter-master; which 
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office be performed in a Toyage to the West Indies, 
•where they engaged with our ship as before related; 
but his conscienee upbraiding him for serving the 
enemies of his country, he quitted the sliip at the 
same place ■where he first listed, and got to Curacoa 
in a iJutch vessel; there he bargained with a skip¬ 
per bound to Europe, to work for his passage to 
Holland, from whence he was in hopes of hearing 
from his friends in England; but was cast away, 
os he mentioned before, on the Erench coast, and 
must have been reduced to the necessity of tra¬ 
velling on foot to Holland, and begging for his 
subsistence on the road, or of entering on board of 
another i'rench man-of-war, at the hazard of being 
treated ns a deserter, if Providence had not sent 
me to his succour. “ And now, my lad,” continued 
he, “I think I shall steer my course directly to 
I.ondon, where I do not doubt of being replaced, 
and of having the It taken off me by the Lords of 
the Admiralty, tp whom I intend to write a petition, 
setting forth my ca.se. H I succeed, I shall have 
wherewithal to give you some assistance, because, 
when I left the ship, 1 had two years’ pay due to 
mo: therefore I desire to know whither you are 
bound; and besides, perhaps, I may have interest 
enough to procure a warrant appointing you sur¬ 
geon’s mate of the ship to which 1 shall belong. 
For the beadle of the Admiralty is my good friend; 
and he and one of the undcr-elcrks are sworn bro¬ 
thers, and that under-clerk has a good deal to say 
with one of the upper clerks, who is very well 
known to the under secretary, who upon his re¬ 
commendation, I hope will recommend my affair to 
the first secretary; and he again will speak to one 
of the lords in my behalf: so that you see I do not 
want friends to assist me on occasion—as for the 
fellow, Crampley, tho’f I know him not, 1 am sure 
he is neither seaman, nor officer, by what you have 
told me, or else he could never be so much mis¬ 
taken in his reckoning, as to run the ship on shore 
on the coast of Sussex, before he believed himself 
in soundings: neither, when that accident hap¬ 
pened, would he have left the ship until she had 
been stove to pieces, especially when the tide 
was making ; wherefore, by this time,] do suppose 
he has been tried by a court-martial, and executed 
for his cowardice and misconduct.” 1 could not 
help smiling at the description of my uncle's lad¬ 
der, by which he proposed to climb to the attention 
of the Hoard of Admiralty; and though I knew 
the world too well, to confide in such dependence 
my.selfi I would not discourage him with doubts; 
but asked if he had no friend in London, who would 
advance a sm;Ul sum of money to enable him to 
dppear as he ought, and make a small present to 
the under secretary, who might possibly despatch 
his business the sooner on that account He 
scratched his head, and, after some rccoUeetion, 
replied, “ Why, yes, I believe Daniel Whipcord the 
ship-chandler in Wapping would not refuse me 
such a small matter. 1 know I can have what cre¬ 
dit I want, for lodging, liquor, and clothes; but as 
to money I won’t be positive: had honest Block 
been living, I should not have been at a loss.” I 
was heartily sorry to find a wortliy man so destitute 
of friends, when he had su«h need of them; and 
looked upon my own situation as less miserable 
than his, because I was better acquainted witli the 
selfishness and roguery of mankind, consequently 
lees liable to disappointment and imposition. 


CHAP'TEE SXn. 

He takes his Passage in a Cutter Tor Deai—We ore accosted 
hy a Priest, who proves to be a Scotchman—His Protiesslon 
of Friendship — He is affronted by the Lieutenant, who 
afterwards appeases him by Submission — MyUncie em¬ 
barks— I am introduced by a Priest to a Capuchin, In 
whose Company I set out for Paris—The Character of my 
Fellow Traveller—An Adventure on the Road—1 am 
shocked at his Behaviour. 

Whf.n out repast was ended, we walked down to 
the harbour, where we found a cutter that was to 
sail for De^ in the evening, and Mr, Bowling 
agreed for his passage. In the mean time, we 
sauntered about the town to satisfy our curiosity, 
our conversation turning on the subject of my 
designs, which were not as yet fixed: neither can 
it be supposed that my mind was at case, when I 
found myself reduced almost to extreme poverty, 
in the midst of foreigners, among whom I had not 
one acquaintance to advise or befriend me. My 
uncle was sensible of my forlorn condition, and 
pressed me to accompany him to England, where 
he did not doubt of finding some sort of provision 
for me; but, besides the other reasons I had for 
avoiding that kingdom, I looked upon it, at this 
time, as the worst country in the universe for a 
honest man to live in: and therefore determined to 
remain in France, at all events. I was confirmed 
in this resolution, by a reverend priest, who passing 
by at this time, and overhearing us speak English, 
accosted us in the same langtmge, telling us, he 
was our countryman, and wishing it might be in 
his power to do us any service. We thanked this 
grave person for his courteous offer, and invited him 
to drink a glass with us, which he did not think 
proper to refuse, and we went altogether into a 
tavern of his recommending. After having drank 
to our healths in a bumper of good Burgundy, he 
began to inquire into our situation, particularly the 
place of our nativity, which we no sooner named, 
than he started up, and wringing our hands with 
great fervour, shed a flood of tears, crying, “I 
come from the same part of the country 1 perhaps 
you are my own relations.” I was on my guaM 
against his caresses, which I suspected very much, 
when I remembered the adventure of the money- 
dropper ; but, without any appearance of diffidence, 
observed, that as he was bom in that part of the 
country, he must certainly know our families, 
which, howsoever mean our present appearance 
might be, were none of the most obscure or incon¬ 
siderable. Then I discovered our names, to which 
I found he was no stranger: he had known my 
grandfatlier personally; and, notwithstanding an 
absence of fifty years from Scotland, recounted so 
many particulars of the families in the neighbour¬ 
hood, that my scruples were entirely removed, and 
I thought myself happy in his acquaintance. In 
the course of our conversation, I disclosed my 
condition without reserve, and displayed my talents 
to such advantage, that the old father looked upon 
me with admiration, and assured me, that if I stayed 
in iriince, and listened to reason, 1 could not fail of 
making my fortune, to which he would contribute 
all in his power. 

My uncle began to be jealous of the priest’s in¬ 
sinuation, and very abruptly declared, that, if ever 
I should renounce my religion, he would break off 
all connexion and correspondence with me; for it 
was his opinion, that no honest man would swerve 
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from the principles in 'which he was bred, whether 
Turkish, Protestant, or Poinan. The father, af¬ 
fronted at this declaration, with great veheuieneo 
began a long discourse, setting forth the danger of 
obstinacy, and shutting one's eyes against the ligiit: 
he said, that ignorance would be no jileu towards 
justification, when wo hud opportunities of being 
better informed; and tliut. if the minds of people 
had not been open to conviction, the christi.m re¬ 
ligion could not have been jiropagated in the woi’ld; 
and w'e should now l>e in a state of l*agun darkness 
and barbarity. He endeavoured to j>rove, by some 
texts of Scripture, and many (jiiotahons fi-oin the 
fathers, that the Pope was tlie successor of St. 
Peter, and vicar of Jesus Christ; that the church 
of Rome was the true holy catholic church; and 
that the Protestant faith was an impious heresy and 
damnable schism, by w’hich many millions of souls 
would suffer everlUvSting perdition. ‘When he had 
finished this sermon, which I thought he pro¬ 
nounced with more zeal than discretion, he ad¬ 
dressed himself to my uncle, and desirc'd to know 
his objections to wliat had been said. The lieu¬ 
tenant, whose attention had been wholly engrossed 
by his own affairs, took the pipe out of his mouth, 
and replied, “As for me,friend, d'ye see, I have no 
objection to what you say ; it may lx* either true 
or false for ■whut I know ; I meddle with nobodv *s 
affairs but my own; the gunner to his linstock, 
and the steersman to the lielni, as the saving is. I 
trust to no creed hut the compass, and do unto 
every man as 1 would be done by; so that 1 defy 
the PojH*, the Devil, and the Pretender; ami hope 
to be saved as well as another.’* This association 
of persons gave great offence to the ft'iar, who 
protested, in a mighty passion, that if Mr. llowling 
iiad not been his countryman, ho would ha> e caused 
liini to be imprisoned for his iiisoienco. 1 vi*ntiired 
to disapprove of my nude’s rashness, and appeased 
the old gentleman, by assuring him, there was no 
offence intended by my kinsman, wdio, by this time, 
sen.sible of his error, shook tlie injured part) by 
the hand, and asked jiardon for the freedom lu* ImU 
taken. Matters being amicably compromised, he 
invited us to come and see him in the afternoon at 
the convent to which he belonged, and took his 
leave for the present; when my uncle recommended 
it strongly to me to persevere iu the religion of my 
forefathers, whatever advantages I miglit propose 
to myself by a eliange, which could not fail of 
dLsgracing myself,'and dishonouring my family. 1 
assunxi him, no consideration should induce me to 
forfeit his friendship and good opinion on that 
score; at which assurance he discovered great 
satisfaction, and ])ut me in mind of dinner, whi<*h 
we immediately bespoke, and, when it was ready, 
ate together. 

I imagined my acquaintance with the Scottish 
priest, if properly managed, might turn out to my 
advantage, and therefore resolved to cultivate it as 
much as I could. With this view we visited liim 
at Ins convent, according to his invitation, when* 
he treated us with wine and sweetmeats, and showed 
US every thing that was remarkable in the monas¬ 
tery. Having been thus entertained, we took our 
leave, though not before I had jiromised to see him 
next day; and the time fixed for niy uncle’s em¬ 
barking being come, 1 accompanied him to the 
harbour, and saw liim on hoard. Wc parted not 
without tears, after we had embraced, and wished 
one another all manner of prosperity ; and he en¬ 


treated me to write to him often, directing to J.ieu- 
tenant Rowling, at the sign of the Union Flag, 
near the Hermitage, I/nidon. 

I returned to the liouse in whieli we had met, 
wliere 1 passed the night in a ver) solitary maimer, 
refieeting on the severity of iny fate, and cmlca- 
vouring to project some likely sclu’ine of life for 
the future; but my invention tailed me; J saw 
nothing but insurmountable dilliculties in my ami), 
and was ready to despair at the miserable prospei t! 
'I’hat 1 might not, however, neglect an) jiroluMe 
means, J got uj) in the moniiiig, and went direct!) Jo 
tile father, whose advice and assistance I implored. 
He received me very kindly, and ga\e me to under¬ 
stand, lliat there Avas one way of life in winch a 
[jcrson of my talents could not fail of maknig a 
great figure, 1 guesse<I his meaning, and toUl him 
once for all, I was fully determined against any al¬ 
teration in point of religion, therefore, if hi> pio- 
posul regarded the church, he mi/flit save iiiinself 
the trouble of exjilaining it. He shook his head, 
and sighed, saj ing, “Ah 1 son, sou, w iuit a ghn ions 
prospect is hcres])oded, b) Aour stubborn prejudice! 
Suffer yourself to be jjcrsuaded by n*ason, and 
consult your t(*mporal welfan*, as avoU as tiie con¬ 
cerns of )r>ur eternal soul. 1 can, by my interest, 
procure your admission as a no\iciate info this 
eonAcnt, Adhere I will superintend and direct \ou 
with a trill) ])aterntd aff'eelion.” 'I'lien he launched 
out info tile praises of a monastic life, which no 
noise disturbs, no cares molest, and no danger in- 
A’ailes; where the heart is weaned from carnal 
attacliments, the grosser api)ctit(*s subdued and 
chastised, and the soul wafted to divine regions of 
jdiilo.sojihy and truth, on the wings of studious 
contemplation. Jbit his elo(piem*e was lost nt>oii 
me, whom two considerations enabled tOA\ithstand 
his temptations ; namely, my promise to iiia uneie, 
and rny aversion to un ecclesiastical life; for, 
ail to the difference of religion. I looke<l upon it as 
a thing of too small Tiioment to come in competi¬ 
tion AVJth a man's fortune. Kindnig nn* immoAable 
f>n this head, he told me he aaus more sorry than 
offended at my non-conqillanee, and still ready to 
enijdoy his good offices m iii) behalf. “ ^I’he same 
erroneous maxims,” said he, “that obstruct }our 
jiromotion in the churcli, AAill infallibly prevent 
your advaueenient in the arni) ; but if )ou can 
brook the condition of a serA'ant, I am acquainted 
AAiilisome pcofilc of rank at Yersaille.s, to whom I 
can give you letters of reeommemlation, that aou 
may be entertained by someone of them In quality 
of (Vliotvl; and I <lo not doubt that jour 

qualiffeations Avill soon entitle yon to a better pror 
Aision.” 1 (‘inbraced ids off'iT with great eagerness ; 
and he appointed me to come back in tlic afternoon, 
wh(*n lie woidd not only give me letters, but like- 
Avise introduce me to a eupuebin of his aeipiaintaiiee, 
who intended to set out for Paris next morning, in 
A^’hose company 1 might travel, without being at 
the expense of one livre during the whole journey^ 
I'liis jiiece of good new’s gave me infinite pleasure; 
1 aeknoAvledged my obligation to tin* benevoii‘nt 
father, iii the most grateful expressions; ami he 
performe.(l his promise to a tittle, in delivering the 
letters, and making me acquainted Avitli the cajm- 
cliin, w ith w'liom I dejiarted next morning by break 
of day. 

It Avas not long before I discovered my fellow- 
traveller to be a merry fac(*tiouH felloAv, Avho, not¬ 
withstanding his pi'ofessiori and cpjicarance of 
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mortification, loved good eatinp and drinking better 
than his rosary, and paid more adoration to a pretty 
girl than to the Virf^m Mary, or St. (ionevieve. 
He was a tliiek lirawny joun^; man, with red eye- 
Irows, a h(M>k nose, a lace covered willi freekh 
and his name was Krere Ualthazar. Ills onler did 
not ]H*rm!t him to wear linen, so that, huvin^T 
little occasion to undress himself* he was none of 
the cleanliest animals in the w'orld; and his con¬ 
stitution was naturally so stronfriy scented, that J 
aiv^ ays tliou^ht it convenient to keep totin' windward 
of him in our march. As he Vas perfectly well 
known on tlie road, we fared sumptuously vithout 
any e<»st, and the fatifrue of our journey Mas much 
alleviated by the good humour of niy companion, 
who sunjt an infinite number of ealehes on the 
Milijeets of love and wine. V\’etook up our lod^in;; 
the first nipjlit at a peasant's lioiise not far from 
Ahbevdile, where we were entertained with an ev- 
ci'lleiit rapmt, cooked by our landlord’s daiiiihlers, 
oiu* of whom wa.s V(‘ry handsome. AfttT haviiiir 
eaten heartily, and drank a suffieieiit qiiantitv of 
small v^ine, we were condueted to a barn, where 
we found a couple of carpels s]u-ead u])on clean 
straw for oiir reception. We had not lain in this 
situation aliove half an Jiour, when we beard 
s«»mebo(ly knock softly at tlie door, upon which 
H.dihay.ar got u]), atid let in our host’s two daugh¬ 
ters, wliowanted to have*some ]»ri\at<‘ conversalnm 
witli him in the dark; wlien the\ had whiqiered 
togetlier for some time, the <'apuchin came to me. 
and asked if I >vas insensible to lore, and .so hard 
liearted as to refuse a share of my bed to u pretty 
maid, who had a tnulrc for me? 1 must own, to 
m) siiame, that 1 suffered myself to he oyereoim* 
by mv passion, and with grc*at eagerness .seized the 
oeea.sl(»n. when I mnler.stood the amialdi' Nanette 
was to lie tny bedfellow'. In vain did my reason 
suggest tlie re.«;pcct that 1 owed to m\ dear mis¬ 
tress Narcissa; the idea of tluit lovelv charnnT 
la.lK'i* men-ased than allayed the feinnent of m\ 
spirits; smd tlie young pa^sanne had no rea.son 
to complain of my rememhranee. fkirly in tlie 
morning, tlie kind f'reatures left us to our repose, 
which lasted till eight oVkiek, when we got u]). 
and were treated at breakfast with chocolate and 
/'<«// dc ere, by oar paramours, of whom we took a 
tender leave, after my coin])anion had confessed 
and givim them absolution. While we proee(‘de<I 
on our journey, the conversation turned u])()n the 
night's adventure, being iiitrodueed by the capu- 
ehm, who a.sked me how 1 liked mv lodging: 1 
declared my sati.sfaetion, and talked in rapture of 
tlie agreeable Nanette; at which he shook his 
head, and smiling, said, she was a viorvmit pour In 
houui' bouvhv. “ I never valued mvself," eontimu'd 
1 k‘, ** upon any thing so much as the eoimiu st of 
Nanette; and, vanity apart, I have be<*n prettv 
fortunate in my amours.'* This information slmeked 
me not a little, as I was well convinced of his 
intimacy with her sister; and though I did not 
care to fax him with downright incest, 1 jn'ofessed 
my xsroni.slmient at his last niglif's choice, w hen, I 
gpposed, the other was at Ins devotion. To tliis 
he answered, that, beside.s his natural com- 
■aisanee to the sex, he had anolluT reason to 
Istribute his favours equally between them, namely, 
tb preserve peace in the family, which could not 
otherwise bo maintained; tliat, moreover, Naindte 
had conceived an affection for me, and lie loved 
her too well to baulk her inclination; more espe¬ 


cially wlien he had an opportunity of obliging his 
friend at the same tiim*. I thanked him for this 
instance of iiis friendship, though I was extremely 
disgusted at his want of delicacy, and cur.sed the 
occasion that threw me in his way. Idbertinc as I 
w'as, J coulil not hear to .sec a man behave so wide 
of tlie eharaeter hea.ssumed: I looked upon him as 
a fier.son of very little worth or honesty, and should 
have even kept a wary eye upon my pock<'t, if J 
had thought he could have any temptation to steak 
Hut I could not conceive the use of money to a 
eapuehin, who is obliged, by the rules of lii.s order, 
to ajipear Iik(* a beggar, and enjojs all other 
necessaries of life gratis; heshle.s, iny fellow- 
traveller seeiiH'd to he of a eoniplexlon too careless 
and suugnine to give me any ajiprehension on that 
.s<-ore; so that! ]H‘oec<*ded with great eontidenee, 
in I'xpectatiou of being soon at my journey’s end. 


(TlATTEIt XLIIJ. 

\Vt* at a House luTir Auneris. wliere 1 am robh<‘d by 

tlu* Caeurbin, who e.se.ijH's wtule 1 aiu asleeji—I K‘> te 
Noxoiih lu search of him, hut without success—Mahc my 
{'(iiulition kuovwi to sPYC'ral Pcojilc, hul find no Heliol— 
drew dfspcr.ite—Join a ConqiaTiy ofSoIUitTs—r.iili.Nt in the 
Iiciiinu'iil ol PieanlV”-c‘ arc ordcicd into Oermaiij—I 
liiul Uie J'.iitgues ut the .March almost iiitnlorahle-fiuarrel 
witii my Coinrade in a Do pule alioiit Politics—He clial- 
k iirc> me to the 1'u.lU, woutiUh ami lii&arnib me. 

■J'WK lliird night of our pilgrimage we pas.sed at a 
hon.se near jVmiens, where Halthazar Vicing un- 
.nown, we supped upon indiiVerent fare, and sour 
wim*, an<l were lain to li^* in u garret, ujion an old 
natirass. which, 1 believe, had been in the pos¬ 
session of ten thousand myriads of fleas, time out 
of mind. We did not invade their territory with 
impunitv . in less tnaii a minute we weie attacked 
liv stings innumerable; in spue ol whieli, howeYcr, 
w*e fell fast asle**p. being excessively latigued with 
uir dav's niareh, and ditl not wake till nine next 
norning. when seeing my self alone, 1 startl'd up in 
i teiTibh' fright, and examining mv ]hH'ketR, found 
nv pri'Miging fear too true! Mv eOnijianlon had 
nluh' free with mv cash, and left me to seik my 
wav to Haris bj mvself! 1 ran down stairs mime- 

sliately ; and w ilh *a look frtli of grief and amaze- 
iient, inquired for the mendicant, who, they gave 
neto understand, had set out four hours before, 
ifler having told tliem, 1 was a little indisposed, 
md devired 1 might not be disturbed, but be 
nformed when 1 sliould awake that he liad^ t.iken 
he road to Noyons, where he would wail ior mv 
.'omiug at the ('o<} iH h'. 1 spoke not a word, but 

Aith a heavy heart d.reeted my course to that 
hiee, at wlucli 1 arrived in the alti'rnoon, lainling 
rtith wearnu'ss and hunger; init learned, to my 
tter confusion, that no such ]>erson had been 
lieiv! It was hapjiy lor me that \ had a goixl deal 
)f resentment in my I’ciivtitution, w Inch animated 
m* on such oeea.sionsagain^t the v illaity ot mankind, 
md enaiik’d me to bi'iir misfortunes otherwise 
ntolerable Hoiling w itli indignation, 1 discovered 
o the hostmv (hq.iorable comlilion, and inveighed 
aith great bitlenu-s agains! the treaeherv oi Hal- 
hazar; at v hieh he shrngge<l up his shoulders, and, 
,\ilh a peculiar grimace in his countenance, said, 
le was sorry li>r mv misfortune; hut there was 
lo remedy like patience. At that instant some 
uests arrived, to whom he hastened to offer his 
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gervioe, leaving me mortified at liis indifference, 
and fully persuaded that an innkeeper is the same 
sordid animal all the world over. While I stood 
in the porch, forlorn and undetermined, venting 
ejaculations of curses against the thief who robhed 
me, and the old priest who recommended him to 
my friendship, a young gentleman richly dressed, 
attended hy a valet de chamhre and two servants 
in livery, arrived at the inn. I thought I per¬ 
ceived a great deal of sweetness and good nature in 
his countenance; therefore he had no sooner alighted 
than I accosted him, and, in a few words, explained 
my situation: he listened with great politeness, 
and, when I had made an end of my story, said, 
“ Well, Monsieur, what would you have me to 
do T was effectually abashed at this interroga¬ 
tion, which I believe no man of cwimmon sense or 
generosity could make, and made no other reply 
than a low bow: he returned the compliment still 
lower, and tript into an apartment, while the land¬ 
lord let me know, that my standing there to inter¬ 
rupt company gave offence, and might do him 
infinite prejudice. He had no oeeasion to repeat 
his insinuation; I moved from the place imme¬ 
diately ; and was so much transported with grief, 
anger, and disdain, that a torrent of blood gushed 
from iny nostrils. In this ecstaey I quitted Noyons, 
and betook myself to the fields, where I wandered 
about like on<‘ distracted, till my spirits were quite 
exhausted, and T was obliged to throw myself down 
at the root of a tree, to rest my wearied limbs. 
Here my rage forsook me; I began to feel the 
importunate cravings of nature, and relapsed into 
silent sorrow, and melancholy reflection. 1 revolved 
all the crimes I had been guilty of, and found them 
so few and venial, that I could not comprehend the 
justice of that Providence, which, after having 
exposed me to so much wretchedness and danger, 
left me a prey to famine at last in a foreign country, 
where I had not one friend or acquaintance to close 
my eyes, and do the last offices of humanity to my 
miserable carcase. A thousand times 1 wished 
myself a bear, that I might retreat to woods and 
deserts, fur from the hospitable haunts of man, 
where 1 could live by my own talents, independent 
of treacherous friends, and supercilious scorn. 

As 1 lay in this manner groaning over my hap¬ 
less fate, 1 heard the sound of a violin, and raising 
my head, perceived a company of men and women 
dancing on the grass at some distance from me. I 
looked upon this to be a favourable season for 
distress to attract compassion, when every selfish 
thought is banished, and the heart dilated with 
mirth and social joy; wherefore I got up and 
approached this happy people, whom 1 soon dis¬ 
covered to be a party of soldiers, with their wives 
and children, unbending and diverting themselves . 
at this rate, after the fatigue of a march. 1 had : 
never before seen such a parcel of scare-crows 
together, neither could I reconcile their meagre 
gaunt looks, their squalid and ragged attire, and 
every other external symptom of extreme woe, 
with this appearance of festivity. I saluted them, 
however, and was received with great poliUmess; 
after which they formed a ring, and danced around 
me. This jollity had a wonderful effect upon my 
spirits! I was infected with their gaiety, and, in 
spite of my dismal situation, forgot my cares, and 
joined in their extravagance. When we had re¬ 
created ourselves a good while at this diversion, the 
ladies spread their manteaus on the ground, upon 


which they emptied their knapsacks of some onions, 
coarse bread, and a few flasks of poor wine. Being 
invited to a share of the banquet, 1 sat down with 
the rest, and in the whole course of my life never 
made a more comfortable meal. When our repast 
was ended, we got up again to dance; and now 
that I found myself refreshed, I behaved to the 
admiration of everybody. 1 was loaded with a 
thousand compliments, and professions of friend¬ 
ship ; the men commended my person and agility, 
and the women were lond in praise of my bmne 
grace; the sergeant in particnlar expressed so much 
regard for me, and described the pleasnres of a 
soldier’s life with so much art, that I began to 
listen to his proposal of enlisting me in the service; 
and the more I considered my own condition, the 
more 1 was convinced of the necessity I was under 
to come to a speedy determination. Having, there¬ 
fore, maturely weighed the circumstances pru and 
COM, I signified my consent, and was admitted into 
the regiment of I’lcardy, said to be the oldest corps 
in Hurojie. The company to which this command 
belonged was quartered at a village not far off, 
whither we marched next day, and I was presented 
to my captain, who seemed very well pleased with 
my appearance, gave me a crown to drink, and 
ordered me to be accommodated with clothes, arms, 
and accoutrements. TTien I sold my livery suit, 
purchased linen, and, as 1 was at ^n'eat pains to 
learn the exercise, in a very short time became a 
comiiletc soldier. 

It was not long before we received orders to join 
several more regiments, and march with all expe¬ 
dition into Germany, in order to reinforce Mareschal 
Due de Hoailles, who was then encampetf with his 
army on the side of the river Mayne, to watch the 
motions of the English, Hanoverians, Austrians, 
and Hessians, under the command of the Earl of 
Stair. We began our march accordingly, and then 
I became acquainted with that part of a soldier’s 
life to which 1 had been hitherto a stranger. It is 
impossible to dc.seribe the hunger and thirst I sus¬ 
tained, and the fatigue 1 underwent in a march of 
so many hundred miles; during which I was so 
much chafed with the heat and motion of my limbs, 
that in a very short time the inside of my thighs 
and legs was deprived of skin, and I proceeded in 
the utmost torture. This misfortune I owed to the 
plumpness of my constitution, which 1 cursi'd, and 
envied the withered condition of my comrades, 
whose bodies could not spare juice enough to supply 
a common issue, and were indeed proof against all 
manner of friction. The continual pain I felt made 
me fretful, and my peevi.shne8s was increased by 
the mortification of my pride in seeing those mise¬ 
rable wretches, whom a hard gale of wind would 
have scattered through the air hke chuff, bear those 
toils with alacrity, under which 1 was ready to sink. 

()ne day, while we enjoyed a halt, and the soldiers 
with their wives had gone out to dance, according 
to custom, my comrade stayed at home with me on 
pretence of friendship, and insulted me with his 
pity and consolation! He told me, though I was 
young and tender at present, I would soon be 
seasoned to the serviee; and he did not doubt but 
I should have the honour to contribute in some 
measure to the glory of the king. “ Have courage, 
therefore, my child,” said he, “ and pray to the good 
God, that you may be as happy as I am, who have 
had the honour of serving Lewis the Great, and of re¬ 
ceiving many wounds in helping to establish his 
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glory.’’ When I looked upon the contcmptihle object 
that pronounced these words, I was amazed at the 
infatuation that possessed him; and could not help 
expressing ray astonishment at the absurdity of a 
rational being, who thinks himself highly honoured 
in being iiermitted to encounter abject poverty, 
oppression, famine, disease, mutilation, and evident 
death, merely to gratify the vicious ambition of a 
prince, by whom his sufferings were disregarded, 
and his name utterly unknown, I observed that, 
if his situation was the consequence of compulsion, 
I would praise his patience and fortitude in bearing 
his lot; if he had taken up arms in defence of his 
injured country, ho was to be applauded for his 
patriotism ; or, if he had fled to this way of life as 
a refuge from a greater evil, he was justifiable in 
his own conscience, though I could have no notion 
of misery more extreme than that he suffered ; but 
to put his condition on the footing of conducing to 
the glory of his prince, was no more than professing 
himself a desperate slave, who voluntarily under¬ 
went the utmost wretchedness and peril, and com¬ 
mitted the most flagrant crimes, to soothe the 
barbarous pride of a fellow-creature, his superior 
in nothing but the power he derived from the sub¬ 
mission of such wretches as him. The soldier was 
very much att'ronted at the liberty 1 took with his 
king, which he said nothing but my ignorance 
could excuse. lie affirmed, that the characters of 
princes were sacred, and ought not to be profaned 
by the censure of their subjects, who were bound 
by their allegiance to obey their eommands, of what 
nature soever, without scruple or repining; and 
advised tae to correct the rebellious principles I 
had imhined among the English, who, for their in¬ 
solence to their kings, were notorious all over tlie 
world, even to a proverb. 

In vindication of my countrymen, I repented all 
the arguments commonly used to prove that every 
man has a natural right to liberty ; that allegiance 
ami jirotection are reciprocal; that, when the 
mutual tie is broken by the tyranny of the king, he 
is accountable to the people for his breach of con¬ 
tract, and Subject to the penalty of the law; and 
that those insurrections of the English, whicli are 
branded with the name of rebellion by the slaves 
of arbitrary power, were no other than glorious 
efforts to rescue that independence which was their 
birthright, from the ravenous claws of usurping 
ambition. 'I'he h'renctiman, provoked at the little 
deference 1 paid to the kingly name, lost all 
patience, and reproached me in such a manner that 
my temper forsook me, and 1 clenched my fist, 
with an intention to give him a hearty box on the 
ear. Perceiving my design, he started back, and 
demanded a parley; upon which I checked my in¬ 
dignation, and he gave me to understand that a 
Frenchman never forgave a blow ; therefore, if I 
was not weary of ray life, I would do well to spare 
him tliat mortification, and do him the honour of 
measuring my sword with his, like a gentleman. I 
took his advice, and followed him to a field hard 
by, where indeed I was ashamed at the pitiful 
fifrare of my antagonist, who was a poor, little, 
shivering creature, decrepit with age, and blind of 
one eye. Hut I soon found the folly of judging 
from appearances, being at the second pass wounded 
in the sword hand, and immediately disarmed with 
a jerk, that I thought the joint was dislocated. I 
was no less confounded than enraged at this event, 
especially as my adversary did not bear his success 


with all the moderation that might have been ex¬ 
pected ; for he insisted upon my asking pardon for 
affronting his king and him. This proposal I 
would by no means comply with, but told him it 
was a mean condescension, which no gentleman in 
his circumstances ought to propose, nor any in my 
situation ought to perform; and that, if he persisted 
in his ungenerous demand, I would in my turn 
claim satisfaction with my musket, when we should 
be more upon a par than with the sword, of which 
he seemed so much master. 


CnAPTER XLIV. 

In onler to be revenged, I learn the Science of Defence—We 
join the Mare.seli.il Due de Noaillcs—Are engaged with the 
Allies at Dcttingcn, and put to Flight—The Behaviour of 
the French Soldiers on that occasion—I industriously seek 
another Combat with the old Gascon, and vanquish him in 
my turn—Dur Ilegiment is put into Winter-ipiarters at 
llhomis, wliere 1 lind my friend Strap—Our Berngnition— 
He supplies me with Money, and procures my Discharge— 
Wc take a 'J'rip to Paris, from wlienee, by the way of 
Flanders, wc set out for London, wlierc we safely arrive. 

He was disconeerted at this declaration, to which 
he made no reply, hut ri'iiaired to the dancers, 
among whom he recounted his victory, with many 
exaggerations and gasconades; 'while I, taking up 
my sword, went to my quartcr.s, and examined my 
wound, which I found was of no consequence. The 
stmie day, an Irish drummer, having heard of my 
misfortune, visited me, and, after having condoled mo 
on the chance of war, gave mo to understand, tliat 
he was master of the sword, and would, in a very 
short time, instruct me so thoroughly in that noble 
science, that I should be able to chastise the old 
Gascon for his insolent boasting at my expense. 
This friendly office ho proffered, on pretence of the 
regard he had for his countrymen; but I afterwards 
learned, the true motive was no other than a 
jealousy he entertained ofa correspondence between 
the Frenchman and his wife, which he did not tiiink 
proper to re.sent in person. Be tliis as it will, I 
accepted his offer, and practised his lessons with 
sucli ajiplication, that I soon believed myself a 
match for my conqueror. In the mean time, we 
continued our march, and arrived at the eanip of 
Maresohal Noaillcs, tlie. night before the battle of 
Dettiugen. Notwithstanding the fatigue wc had 
undergone, our regiment was one of those that were 
ordered next day to cross the river, under the 
command of the Due de Gramont, to take posses¬ 
sion of a narrow defile, through which the Allies 
must of necessity have passed at a great dis¬ 
advantage, or remain where they were, and perish 
for want of provision, if they would not condescend 
to surrender at discretion. How they suffered 
themselves to be pent up in this manner, it is not 
my province to relate; I shall only observe, that, 
when we had taken possession of our ground, I 
heard an old officer, in conversation with another, 
express a surprise at the conduct of Lord Stair, who 
had the reputation of a good general. But it seems, 
at this time, that nobleman was overruled, and 
only acted in an inferior character; so that no part 
of the blame could be imputed to him, who declared 
his disapprobation of the step, in consequence of 
which the whole army was in the utmost danger; 
hut Providence or Destiny acted miracles in their 
behalf, by disposing the Due de Gramont to fluit 



^3 


'HE ADVENTURES OF 


his advantageous post, pass the defile aTid attack 
the English, who wore drawn up in order of battle 
on the plain, and who haTidled ns so roughly, that, 
after having lost a great iiumhcr of our tnen, we 
turned our backs without ceremony, and fled with 
such precipitation, tlmtmany hundreds perished in 
the river, through pure fear and confusion ; for the 
enemy was so generous, that they did not pursue lus 
one inch of ground; and if our eonsternution v ould 
have i)emiitted, we might have retreated with great 
order and deliberation. Hut, notwithstanding the 
royal elemeiKjy of the kiiig of Great Britain, who 
licadcd the Allies in person, and, no doubt, put a 
stop to the carnage, our loss amounted to r>,0(K) men, 
among whom were many otticers of distinction. 
Our miscarriage opened a passage for the foe to 
llanau, whither they immediately marched, leaving 
tlieir siek and wounded in the care of llie French, 
who next day look possession of the field of battle, 
buried the dead, and treated the living with hu¬ 
manity. This cireumstanee was a great consolation 
to us, whothenee took occasion to elaim the victory; 
and the genius of tlu* Fremdi nation never aj)peareil 
more conspicuous than now, in the rodomontades 
they tittered on the subject of their generosity aiul 
fourajii'. Every man, by his own account, per- 
Ibnned feats that eclipsed all the heroes of antiquity. 
One compared himself to a lion retiring at leisure 
from his cowardly ])ursuers, who keep at a wary 
distance, and gall him w'ith their darts. Another 
likened himself to a hear w ho retreats with his face 
to the enemy, who dare not assail him; and tin* 
tliird assumed the ehanieter of a desperate stag, 
that turns nj»on tlu* houmls and keeps them at hay, 
'J’here was not u private soldier engaged, wdio had 
not, by the prowess of his single arm, demolished 
a whole platoon, or put, a s<juadrou of horse to 
flight; and, among olliers, the meagre Gascon 
extolled his ex])loit.s above those of Hercules or 
<-harlemagne. As I still retained my resentment 
for the disgrace T sulFered in my last rencontre w'ith 
him, and, now that I thought myself qualified, 
longed for an opjtortunity to retrieve my lionour, I 
magnified the valour of the l‘>nglish w'ith all the 
h\])erbo]es 1 could imagine, and decried tlie pusil¬ 
lanimity of tlie ]'V(‘nchin the same style,eoinpuriug 
them to hares flying before greyhounds, or mice 
pursued by eats; and passed an ironical comi>Umeiit 
on the speed he exerted in his flight, which, con¬ 
sidering his age and infirmities, I sa’ui was surprising. 
He was stuug to tin* (piiek by this sarcasm, and, 
with an air of threatening disdain haxh* me know 
myself bettor, and remeinher the correction J had 
lately received from him for my insolence ; for he 
might not always he in the humour of sparing a 
wretch who abused his goodness. ^J’o tliis inuendo 
1 made DO reply, but a kick in the breech, wln(*h 
overturned him in an instant. Jle started u]) with 
wonderful agility, and, drawing his swor<l, attacked 
me with great fury. Several peo]»Ie interposed; 
but when lie informed them of its being an aftair 
of honour, they retired, and left us to decide tlie 
battle by ourselves. 1 sustained his onset with 
little damage, having only received a small serateii 
on my right shoulder, and seeing his breath and 
vigour almost exhausted, assault<*d him in my turn, 
closed with him, and wrested his stvord out of his 
hand in the struggle. Having thus acquired the 
victory, I desired liiin to beg his life ; to which 
demand ho made no answer, hut shrugged up his 
shoulders to his ears, expanded liis hands elevated 


the skin on his forehead and eye-brows, and 
depressed the comers of his mouth in such a 
manner, that I could scarce refrain from laughing 
aloud at his grotesque ajipearance. That I niighr, 
however, mortify his vanity, which triump}u*<l 
without bounds over my misfortune, I llirusl bis 
sword up to the hilt in something (it was not a 
tansy) that lay smoking on the plain, and joined 
the rest of the soldiers with an air of tranquillity 
and iridifierenee. 

'There was nothing more of moment attempted 
by eitlu'r of the armies during the remaining part 
of the campaign, which being ended, the Kuglish 
marched hack to the Netherlands; part of our anny 
was detached to F'rench Flanders, and onr regiment 
ordered into winter-quarters in Ghampague. Jt 
Avas tlie fate of the greiiadit'r company, to which I 
now belonged, to lie at Rheinis, where I found 
mysedf in the utmost want of every thing ; my jiay 
wliieh amountcil to fivr sols a day, far from siqiply- 
ing me with necessaries, being scarce suirieieiit to 
procure a wndehed subsistence, to ke<*p soul and 
body together; so that I w'as, by hunger ami hard 
duly, brought down to the meagre condition ofmj^ 
fellovv-soldiers, and my linen r<‘(iueed from three 
tolerable shirts to two pair of sleeves and necks, 
Hie bodies having been long ago converted into 
siiatterdaslu's; and after all, I was better jirovicled 
than any private man in th<‘ regiment. Jn tins 
urgency of my affairs, I wrote to rny uncle in 
Knghind, though my hopes from’that (juarter were 
not at all sanguine, for the reasons 1 have already 
ex])hnned ; and, in the mean time, had recourse to 
my old remedy, patiiuice, consoling myself w’ith the 
flattering BuggestioTis of a lively imagination, that 
never abandoned me in distress. 

One day, w’hile i stoo<l sentinel at the gale of a 
general officer, a certain nobleman came to the 
door followed by a gentleman in mourning, to 
whom, at jiarting, I heard him saying, “ You may 
depend upon my good offices.*’ This assurance was 
answered by a low bow of the person in black, 
v\ho, luniiiig to go away, discovered to mo tiie 
individual countenanee of my old friend and ad¬ 
herent Strap. I was so much astonished at the 
siglit, that I lost the power of utterance, and before 
I could recollect myself, he was gone without 
taking any notice of me. Indeed, had he staged,! 
Kcurcely should have ventured to accost him; 
because, though J was perfectly w'cll acquainted 
W'ith the features of his lace, 1 could not be posi¬ 
tively certain as to the rest of his person, which 
was very much alter(*d for tlie better since he lelt 
me at Jiondon; neither could I perceive by w’hat 
means he was enabled to apjiear in the sjiherc of a 
gentleman, to which, while I knew him, lie had not 
even the ambition to asjiire. Hut I was too inueh 
eoneenied in the aflair to neglect further iiiforma- 
tioii, and therefore took the first opportunity of 
asking the porter if he knew the gentlemaii to 
whom the marquis sjioke. The Swiss told me, his 
name was hlonsieur d’l^straj'es ; that he had been 
valet de ehamhre to an English gentleman lately 
deet'ased; and that he was very much regarded by 
the inanjuis for his fidelity to his master, hetwe<*n 
whom and tliat nobleman a very intimate friendsliip 
had snhsistt'd. Nothing could he more agreeable 
to me than this j/iece of intelligence, which haiiished 
all doubt of it lu'ing my friend, who liad found 
means to frenclnly his name as well as his behaviour 
since we parted. As soon, therefore, as I was 
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relieved, 1 went to his lodging, according to a 
direction given me by the Swiss, and had tlie good 
fortune to find him at home. That I might surprise 
him the more, J oonceiiled my name and husint'SK, 
and only desired the servant of the house to tell 
Rfonsieur d*Estra})os, that I begged the honoxir of 
half an hour’s conviu’sation with him. lie was 
confounded and dismayed at tlie message, when he 
understood it was sent hy a soldier. U'hough lie was 
conseious to liimsidf of no orime, all that he liad 
heard of the Hastile apjieared to liis imagination 
witii aggravated horror, and it was not before 1 
had waited a considerahle time, that he had resolu¬ 
tion enough to bid tlie servant show me up stairs. 

When 1 entered his chamber, he returned my 
how with groat civility, and endeavoured, with 
forced complaisance, to disguise liis fear, which ap- 
jH'ared in the paleness of his face, the wildness of 
his looks, and the shaking of liis limbs. I was di- 
verleil at his consternation, wliieh j'edoublcd, when 
I told him in French, I liad business for his private 
ear, and demanded a particular audience. 'The valet 
being withdrawn, I asked in tlie same language, if 
his name was (rKstrajies? to which he answered, 
with a faltering tongue, “ The same, at your service.” 
“Areyou a Frenchman?” said I. “1 have not the 
honour of being Frenchman horn,” replied he, “hut 
J have an infinite veneration for the country.” i 
then desired he would do nn* the honour to look at 
me; w Inch he no sooner did, than, struck with my 
appearance, he started hack, and cried in hhiglish, 
“() .lesus! sure it can’t! No,’tis impossible!” ] 
smiled at his intorj<‘etionR, sa}ing, “I suppose jou 
are too imicli of a gentleman to own )our friend in 
adversity.” ^Vlnui he heard me pronounce these 
W’ords in our own languagi*, he leaped ujion me in 
a transport of joy, hung ahout my neck. Kissed mo 
from ear to ear, and blubbered like a great school¬ 
boy who had been whipt.—'riieji ohserviug my 
dre.sR, he set n]> his throat crying, “O Lord! (> 
Lord! that over I .should live to see my dearest 
friend reduced to the condition of a foot soldier in 
the French service! Why did jou cousmit to my 
leaving you ?—Hut I know the reason—you thought 
you had got more creditable friends, and grew 
ashamed of my acquaintance.—Ah ! Lord helj) ns! 
though T w’as a little short-sighted. I was not alto¬ 
gether blind. And thougli I did not complain, I 
was not the le.ss sensible of your nnkindnos, whicli 
was indeed tlie only thing that induced me to ramble 
abroad, the J^ird know's whither; hut I must own 
it has been a lucky ramble lor me, and so I forgive 
you, and may Clod forgive you ;—() J^ord! O J-.ordI 
IS it come to this?” T was nettled at the cfiarge, 
which, tliongh just, 1 could not help thinking un¬ 
seasonable, and told liim w'illi some tartnc'.ss, tliat, 
whether his snsiiioions were well or ill grounded, 
he might have chosen a more convenient oppor¬ 
tunity of introducing them; and tliat the question 
now was, whether or no lie found himself (lisjiosed 
to lend me any assistance. “Disposed!” replied he 
witli great emotion, “ J thought yon liad knowui me 
so w^‘Il, as to assure yourself, without asking, tliat 
I and all that belongs to me are at your command. 
In the. mean time, you shall dine w'ith mo, and 1 
will tell you soim'thing that, perhaps, will not be 
diR}>leaKiiig unto you.” Then wringing my hand, 
he said, “Jt makes my heart bleed to see you in 
that garb!” I thinikeil liiiu for his invitation, wliieh, 
I ohserv(‘d, could Tiot ho unw’cleome to a person 
who had not eaten a comfortable meal these seven 


months. But I had another request to make, which 
I begged he would grant before dinner, and that 
was the loan of a shirt; for altliough my back had 
been many weeks a stranger to any comfort of that 
kind, my skin was not jet familiarised to the want 
of it. lie stared in my face, with a woeful counte¬ 
nance, at this declaration, which he could scarce 
believe, until J exjdained it, by unbuttoning niy 
coat, and disclosing my naked body; a circum¬ 
stance that sh(>cke<l th(‘ tender-hearted Strap, who 
with tears in liis eyes, ran to a chest of drawers, 
ami, taking out some linen, presented to me a very 
fine ruffled holland shirt, and cambric neckcloth, 
assuring me, he liad three dozen of the same kind 
at my service. I was ravish(‘d at this piece of good 
news, and having accommodated myself in a mo¬ 
ment, hugged my bemdactor for his generous offer, 
paying, 1 was overjoyed to find him undehauched 
hy prosperity, wdneh seldom fails to corrupt the 
heart. lie bespoke for dinner some soup and houille, 
a couple of jiullets roasted, and a dish of asparagus, 
and in the interim entertained me wdth biscuit and 
Burgundy ; after which repast, he mitreated me to 
gratify Ids longing desire of kTiowing every cir¬ 
cumstance of my fortune since his departure from 
London. This request 1 complied with, beginning 
at the adventure of Ciawky, and relating every 
particular event in which I had been concerned 
irom that day to the present hour. During the re¬ 
cital, my friend w as strongly affected, according to 
the various situations described. He started with 
Rurprisi*, glowed with indignation, gaped with cu¬ 
riosity, smiled with pleasure, trembled with fear, 
and wejit with sorrow', as the vicissitudes of my 
Hie inspired 1he.se different passions ; and, when iny 
story was ended, signified his amazement on the 
whole, hy lifting up his eyes, and hands, and pro¬ 
testing, tliat though 1 was a young man, 1 had suf¬ 
fered more tlian all the blessed martyrs. 

After dinner, I desired in my turn to know the 
particulars of his peregrination, and ho satisfied me 
in a few words, hy giving me to understand that he 
had lived a year at Paris with his master, who in 
that lime having accinirod the language, as well as 
the fasliionahie exercises, to perfection, made a 
tour of France and Ilollaiid, durinp which exeur- 
siou he was so unfortunate as to meet with three of 
his own eonntrvmen on their travels, in who^e 
company he committed .sueh excesses, that his con- 
.stitufion failed, and he fell into a consumption; tliat, 
hy the advice of ])liysicians, he went to Montpellier 
for tlie heiietit *)f good air, and recovered so w ell in 
hix' weeks, that he returned to Kheims, seeminglj' 
in good health, wlnu'e he had not conlinned al)(>\(‘ 
a month, when he was seized with a loosimess, that 
carried him off’ in ten days, to the uiispeakahle 
sorrow of all wlio knew him, and espeeiully of 
Strap, wlio had been verj happy in his service, and 
given Mieh satisfaction, that his master, on his death¬ 
bed, recommended him to several persons of dis¬ 
tinction, for his diligence, sohrietj', and affection, 
ami left him by will his wearingajijiarel, gold watch, 
sword, rings, ready money, and all the movabks 
he had in France, to the value of three hundred 
jKHinds, “which I now,” said he, “in the sight of 
(lod and man, surrender to your absolute disiiosal. 
Here are my keys, take them, I beseech you, and 
God give you joj of the possesMon.” My brain 
was almost turned hy the sudden eliange of fortune, 
which I could scarce helicve veal; liowever 1 po'^i- 
tively refubod this extravagant oiler of my friend. 
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and put him in mind of my beinj? a soldier; at 
which hint he started, crying “ Odso! that’s tnie— 
we must procure your discharge. I have some 
interest with a nobleman who is able to do me that 
favour.” We consulted about this affair, and it was 
determined, that Monsieur d’Estrapes should wait 
upon the marquis in the morning, and tell him he 
had by accident found his brother, whom he had 
not seen for many years before, a private soldier in 
the regiment of Fieardy, and implore that noble¬ 
man’s interest for hts discharge. In the meantime we 
enjoyed ourselves over a bottle of good Burgundy, 
and spent the evening in concerting schemes for 
our future conduct, in case 1 should he so lucky as 
to get rid of the arm^. The business was to make 
ourselves easy for life, by means of his legacy, a 
task very diflieult, and, in the usual methods of 
laying out money, altogether impracticable; so that 
after much canvassing, we could come to no reso¬ 
lution that night, but when we parted, recommended 
the matter to the serious attention of each other. 
As for my own part, I puzzled my imagination to 
no purpose. When I thought of turning merchant, 
the smallness of our stock, and the risk of seas, 
enemies, and markets,deterred me from that scheme. 
If I should settle as a surgeon in my own country, 

I would find the business already overstocked; or, 
if I pretended to set up in England, must labour 
under want of friend.s, and powerful opposition, 
obstacles insunnountable by the most shining merit. 
Neither should I succeed in my endeavours to rise 
in the state, inasmuch as I could neither flatter nor 
pimp for courtiers, nor prostitute my ]>en in defence 
of a wicked and contemptible administration. Be¬ 
fore I could form any feasible project, 1 fell asleep, 
and my fancy was blessed with the image of the 
dear Narcissa,who seemed to smile upon my passion, 
and offer her hand as a reward for all my tolls. 

Early in the morning, I went to the lodgings of 
my friend, whom I found exulting over his happy 
invention ; for I no sooner entered his apartment, 
than he addressed himself to me in these words, 
with a smile of self-applause: “ Well, Mr. Random, 
a lucky thought may come into a fool’s head some¬ 
times. I have hit it; I’ll hold you a button my 
plan is better than yours, for all your learning. 
But you shall have the preference in this, as in all 
other things; tlierefore proceed, and let us know 
the effects of your meditation, and then I will im¬ 
part my own simple excogitations.” I told him, 
that not one thought had occurred to me that de¬ 
served the least notice, and signified my impatience 
to be acquainted with the fruits of his reflection. 
“ As we have not,” said he, “ money sufficient 
to maintain us during a tedious exiiectation, it is 
my opinion tliat a bold push must be made; and 
I see none so likely to succeed, as your appear¬ 
ing in the character of a gentleman, (which is your 
due,) and making your addresses to some lady of 
fortune, who can render you indejiendent at once. 
Nay, don’t stare; I affirm that this scheme is both 
prudent and honourable ; for I would.not have you 
throw yourself away upon an old toothless wheezing 
dame, whose breath would stink yon into a con¬ 
sumption in less than three months. Neither would 
I advise you to assume the character of a wealthy 
squire, as your common fortune-hunters do, by 
which means many a poor lady is cheated into 
matrimony, and, instead of enjoying the pomp and 
grandeur that was promised, sees her dowry seized 
by her husband’s rapacious creditors^ and herself 


reduced to misery and despair. No, I know yon 
have a soul that disdains such imposition, and are 
master of qualifications both of mind and body, 
which alone entitle you to a match that will set you 
above the world. 1 have clothes in my possession 
that a duke need not be ashamed to wear. I be¬ 
lieve they will fit you as they are ; if not, there are 
plenty of tailors m France. Let us take a short 
trip to Faris, and provide ourselves with all other 
necessaries, then set out for England, where I in¬ 
tend to do myself the honour of attending you in 
quality of a valet. 'This expedient will save you 
the expense of a servant, shaving, and dressing; 
and I doubt not but, by the blessing of God, we 
shall bring matters to a speedy and fortunate issue.” 
Extravagant as this proposal was, I listened to it 
with pleasure, because it flattered my vanity, and 
indulged a ridiculous hope I began to entertain of 
inspiring Narcissa with a mutual flame. 

After breakfast. Monsieur d’Estrapes went to 
pay his devoirs to the marquis, and was so success¬ 
ful in his application, that 1 obtained a discharge 
in a few days, upon which we set out for Paris. 
Here I had time to reflect and congratulate myself 
upon this sudden transition of fate, which, to bear 
with moderation, required some degree oi pnilo- 
sophy and self-denial. This truth will be more 
obvious, if I give a detail of the particulars, to the 
quiet possession of which I was raised in an instant, 
from the most abject misery and contempt. My 
wardrobe consisted of five fashionable coats, full 
mounted, two of which were plain, one of cut velvet, 
one trimmed with gold, and another with silver 
laee; two frocks, one of white drab with large plate 
buttons, the other of blue, with gold binding; one 
waistcoat of gold brocade ; one of blue satin, em¬ 
broidered with silver; one of green silk, trimmed 
with broad figured gold lace; one of black silk, 
with fringes; one of white satin, one of black cloth, 
and one of scarlet; six pair of cloth breeches, one 
pair of crimson, and another of black velvet; twelve 
pair of wdiite silk stockings, as many of black silk, 
and the same number of fine cotton ; one hat, laced 
with gold, point tVEiqmgne, another wdtli silver lace 
scolloped, a third with gold binding, and a fourth 
plain ; three dozen of fine ruffled shirts, as many 
neckcloths; one dozen of cambric handkerchiefs, 
and the like number of silk. The other movables 
which I ]>ossessed, by the generosity and friendship 
of Strap, were a gold watch, with a chased ca.se; 
two valuable diamond rings, two mourning swords, 
one with a silver handle, and a fourth, cut steel, in¬ 
laid with gold, a diamond stock-buckle, and a set of 
stone buckles for the knees and shoes; a pair of sil¬ 
ver mounted pistols, with rich housings ; a gold¬ 
headed cane, andasnuff-box of tortoiseshell, mounted 
with gold, having the picture of a lady in the top. 
The gentleman left many other things of value, 
which my friend had converted into cash before I 
met with him ; so that, over and above these parti¬ 
culars, our stock in ready money amounted to 
something more than two hundred pounds. 

Thus equipped, I put on the gentleman of figure, 
and, attended by my honest friend, who was con¬ 
tented with the station of my valet, visited the 
Louvre, examined the gallery of Luxembourg, and 
appeared at Versailles, where I had the honour of 
seeing his Most Christian Majesty eat a considerable 
quantity of olives. During the month I spent at 
Paris, I went several times to court, the Italian 
comedy, opera, and play-house, danced at a mas- 
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queraJe—and, in short, saw every thing remark¬ 
able in and about that capital. Then we set out for 
England by the way of Flanders, passed through 
Brussels, Ghent, and Bru^s, and took shipping at 
Ostcnd, from whence, in fourteen hours, we arrived 
at Deal, hired a post-chaise, and, in twelve hours 
more, got safe to Eondon, having disposed of our 
heavy baggage in the waggon. 


CHAPTER XLV. 

I inquire for my Uncle, and understand he is gone to Sea— 
Take Lodgings’at Charing-cross—(io to the Play, where I 
meet with an Adventure—Dine at an Ordinary; the Guests 
described—Become acquainted with Medlar, and Doctor 
Wagtail. 

As soon as we alighted at the inn, I despatched 
Strap to inquire for my uncle, at the Union Flag, 
in VVapping; and he returned in a little time with 
an account of Mr. Bowling’s having gone to sea, 
mate of a merchant-ship, after a long and unsuc¬ 
cessful application and attendance at the admiralty ; 
where, it seems, the interest he depended upon was 
Dot sufficient to reinstate him, or recover the pay 
that was due to him when he quitted the Thunder. 

Next day I hired very handsome lodgings, not 
far from Charing-cross, and, in the evening, dressed 
myself in a plain suit of true Faris cut, and ap¬ 
peared in a front box at the play, where I saw a- 
good deal of company, and was vain enough to be¬ 
lieve that I was observed with an uncoramon degree 
of attention and applause. This silly conceit in¬ 
toxicated me so much, that I was guilty of a thou¬ 
sand ridiculous coquetries; and I dare say, how 
favourable soever the thoughts of the company 
might be at iny first appearance, they were soon 
changed, by my absurd behaviour, into pity or 
contempt. 1 rose and sat down, covered and un¬ 
covered my head twenty times between the acts; 
pulled out my watch, clapped it to my ear, wound 
it up, set it, gave it the hearing again; displayed 
my snuff-box, affected to take snuff, that I migljt 
have an opportunity of showing my brilliant, and 
wiped my nose with a perfumed handkerchief; then 
dangled my cane, and adjusted my sword-knot, and 
acted many more fooleries of the same kind, in Impcs 
of obtaining the character of a pretty fellow, in the 
acquiring of which i found two considerable ob¬ 
structions in my di6j)osition, namely, a natural 
reserve, and jealous sensibility. Fain would I have 
entered into conversation with the people around 
me, but I M'as restrained by the fear of being cen¬ 
sured for my assurance, as well as by reflecting that 
I M'as more entitled to a compliment of this kind 
from them, than tliey to such condescension from 
a stranger like me. How often did 1 redden at tlxe 
frequent whispers and loud laughter of niy fellow 
beaus, which I imagined were excited by me I and 
how often did I envy the happy indifference of 
those choice spirits, who beheld the distress of the 
scene, without discovering the least symptom of 
approbation or concern I My attention was en¬ 
gaged in spite of myself, and I could not help 
weeping with the heroine of the stage; though I 
pracjtised a great many shifts to conceal this piece 
ot unpolite weakness. When the play was ended, 
I sat waiting for an opportunity of handing some 
lady to her coach; but every one was attended by 
such a number of officious gallants, that for a long 
tune I was balked in my expectation. At length. 
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however, I perceived a very handsome creature, gen 
tcelly dressed, sitting by herself in a box, at some 
distance from me; upon which I went up to her, 
and offered my service. She seemed to he in some 
confusion, thanked me for my complaisance, and 
with a tender look declined giving me the trouble; 
looking at her watch, and testifying her surprise at 
the negligence of her footman, whom she had 
ordered to have a chair ready for her at that hour. 
I repeated my entreaty with all the eloquence and 
compliment I was master of; and, in the event, she 
was prevailed upon to accept of a proposal 1 made 
to send my servant for a chair or coach: accord¬ 
ingly, Strap was detached for that purpose, and 
returned without success. By this time the play¬ 
house was quite emj)ty, and we were obliged to 
retire. As i led her through the passage, I ob¬ 
served five or six young fellows of fashion, standing 
in a comer, one of whom, as I thought, tipt my 
charmer the wink, and when we were past, 1 heard 
them set up a loud laugh. This note aroused my 
attention, and 1 was resolved to be fully satisfied of 
this lady’s character, before I shoxild have any 
nearer connexion with her. As no convenience 
appeared, I proposed to conduct her to a tavern, 
where we might stay a few minutes, till my servant 
could fetch a coach from the Strand. »She seemed 
particularly shy of trusting herself in a tavern w ith 
a stranger; but at last yielded to my pathetic 
reraonstranees, rather than endanger her health, by 
remaining in a cold damp thoroughfare. Having 
thus far succeeded, I begged to know what wine 
she would be pleased to drink a glass of; but she 
professed the {greatest aversion to all sorts of strong 
!i<]uors; and it was with much difficulty that I 
could persuade her to oat a jelly. In the mean 
time, 1 endeavoured to alleviate the uneasiness she 
discovered, bv saying; all the agreeable things 1 
could think or; at which she would ofien sigh, and 
regard me with a languishing look, that seemed 
however too near akin to the lewd leer of a courte¬ 
zan. This discovery, added to my former suspicion, 
while it put me upon my guard against her arts, 
divested me of reserve, and enabled me to entcrUiin 
her with gaiety and freedom. In the course of our 
conversation, i pressed her to allow me the honour 
of waiting upon her next day at her lodgings; a 
request wjiich she, with many apologies, refused, 
lest it should give umbrage to Sir .John, who was 
of a disposition apt to bo fretted with trifles. This 
information, by which I was to understand that 
her husband was a knight, did not check my 
addresses, wliich became more and more impor¬ 
tunate, and I w'as even hardy enough to ravish a 
kiss. Hut, O Heavens I instead of banqueting on 
the ambrosial flavour that her delicacy of com¬ 
plexion promised, 1 was almost suffocated with the 
steams of Geneva I An exhalation of this kind, 
from a mouth which had just before declared an 
utter abhorrence of all spirituous liquors, not only 
changed my doubts into certainty, but my raptures 
into loathing; and it would have been impossible 
for me to have preserved common complaisance 
five minutes longer, when my servant returned 
with the coach. I took tlie advantage of this occa* 
sion, and presented my hand to the lady, who put 
in practice against me the whole artillery of her 
charms, ogling, languishing, sighing, and squeez¬ 
ing, with so little reserve, that Strap perceived her 
tenderness, and rubbed his hands with joy as he 
followed us to the door; but I was proof against 
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nil her endearments, and handed her into the coach 
viih un intention to t'ake tny leave iniTnediatcly, 
She pu<?.s.sed my design, and invited me to her 
house, whispering, that now Sir Jolm was gom* to 
bed, she could liavcthe pleasure of my conversation 
for half an hour without interruption, 1 told her, 
there w’as no mortification I would not undergo, 
rather than endanger the repose of her ladyship; 
and bidding the coachman drive on, wished her a 
good night. She lost all temjier at luy indifTereuce, 
G^d stopping till! coach at the distance of about 
twenty yards from me, jmpped out her head, and 
bawled with the Jungs of a fish-woman, “ })—n 
you, you dog, won't you pay for the <‘oach-liire ?" 
As L made no answ'er, she held forth against me 
with an eloquence peculiar to lierself; calling me a 
jiitiful fellow, seoundrcl, and an humlred such 
ajipellalions ; eoneluding with an oath, that, for all 
my aiipearanee, she believed i had got no money in 
ni} poekid. 

Having thus vented her indignation, she ordered 
the eouelimun to proceed, and I returiu'd to the 
tavern, where 1 besjioke something for supper, 
very well jileased at the issue of this adventure. I 
disjamsed with the attendance of the w'aiter at 
table, on pretence that my own servant was pri*- 
sent, and w^hen wo w'ere alone, said to Strap, 
“ Well, Monsieur d’Estrapes, what do you think of 
this lady ?” My friend, who had not opened his 
mouth Kinco her deparlure, could make no other 
reply than the monosyllable, “ Think f* which he 
])roiiouneed with a note of fear and astomshinimt. 
Surprised at this emphasis, 1 surveyed iny >alet, 
and jicrceiving a wildness in Ins looks asked if 
he had seen his grandfather's gliost! “(lliost!” 
said he, I am sure I have seen a dc^il ineurnalel 
Who would have thought that so much devilish 
malice and Rillingsgate could lurk under such 
sweetness of countenance and modesty of hehu- 
viour? All! (xod help us! J'/anft iiu/la JhJrs — 
nimnon nv en'dv colon -hut we ought to dow’Ti oil 
our knees, and bless God for cliTivering us from the 
jaws of that painted siqmlelire.” I was pretty 
much of Strap’s ojiinion, and though 1 did not be¬ 
lieve myself in any danger from tlu* allurements of 
that sisterhood, I determined to act with great 
eirenmsjieetion for the future, and slum all eom- 
merce of that kind, as equally jnvjudicial to my 
purse and eonstilntion. 

My next can* waste introduce myself into a set 
of good acijuaintance; for wliiuli purpose I fre- 
qui’iited a certain coffeehouse, noted for tlie resort 
of good I'omiiany, English as well as foreigners, 
where my ajipearanee jiroduced all tlie civilities 
and advances 1 could desire. As then* was an 
ordinary in tlie same liouse, I went up stairs to 
dinner with the other guests, and found myself at a 
table with thirteen iieojile, the greatest part of 
whom were better dressed than myself, 'flie i*oii- 
versation, wliich was mostly carried on in French, 
turned chiefly on ]>olities; and I soon found the 
whole company was in the French interest, myself 
excepted, and atesty old gentleman, whoeontradicti'd 
every thing that was advanced in favour of his 
Most Christian Majesty, with a surlmess truly 
English. Rut this trusty patriot, who had never 
neeu out of his own country, and drew all his 
maxims and notions from prijudiee and hearsay, 
was very uneijual to his antagonists, who were 
superior to him in learning and experience, and 
often took the liberty of travellers, in asserting 


things which w'ere not strictly true, because they 
thought themselves in no danger of being det(»eted 
by him. ^fhe claim of the Quceujaf Spain to the 
Austrian dominious iii Jtuly was fully explained 
and vindicated by a person who sat opposite to me, 
and, by the solemnity of his manner, and the rich¬ 
ness of his a()})arel, seemed to he a foreign am¬ 
bassador. 'riiis dissertation produced another on 
the IVagiuutic ^sanction, handled wdth great warmth 
by' a young geiitli'Uian at my right hand, dressed in 
a green frock trimmed w'itli gold, w ho jnstifi<*d the 
Fivneb king for his breach of that contract, ami 
affinned that hi* Could not have observed it, w ilhout 
injuring his own glory. Although I was not at 
all eoiivinoed by tliis gentleman’s arguments, I 
'uld not liel]) admiring his vivacity, which I 
imagined must be the effect of his illustrious birth 
and noble education, and accordingly rated him in 
iny conjecture as a young prince on his travels. 
T’he discourse was afterwards shifted by an old 
gentleman of a very martial appearance, to the 
campaign, when the battle of I)ettingen was fought 
over again, with so many circumstances to the 
honour of the Fri'iieli, and disadvantage of ihe 
Allies, that 1 began to entertain some iloubfs of my 
having been there in person, and took the liberty to 
mention some objections to what he ailvunei'd. 
freedom introdueed a dispute, which lasted a good 
while, to the mortification of all present; and was 
at last referred to the determination of a gravi* 
person, whom they styled Doctor, and who, under 
ii vshow of great moderation, decided if against me, 
with so little regard to tnith, that I taxed hbn with 
partiality in pretty severe terms, to the no small 
eiifiTtaimnent of the true Englisli iiolitician, w Iio 
rej<ueed at my defence of a cause lie had so often 
(‘Spoused vithout success. 

My oj)pou(‘nt, pleased with the victory h(‘ had 
gained, affected a great deal of candour, and told 
im*, he should not have been so positive if he had 
not lH‘eu at great piuus to inform himself of each 
piirtieular. “ Indeed,” said lie, “ I am convinced 
that, the iirevious steps considered, things could not 
hapjien otherw’iso; for we generals wdio have'seen 
service, though we may not be on tlie s{)ot our¬ 
selves, know, by the least sketch of the disposition, 
what must be the I'vent.” Jle then eensurt'd, with 
great frei'dom, every eirenmstanee of tlie conduct 
of those who connnarided the Allies; from thence 
made a transition to tlie ministry, wdiich he ho¬ 
noured with many invectives for employing people 
who had neither experience nor cajnicity, to the 
piH'judieeof old oflicers Avdio had been distinguished 
for holh.dropjieu many hints of his own importance, 
and coneludcd with oliserving, that the h'reneh and 
Spaniards knew better liow to value gen(*rals of 
meril ; the good effects of which are seim in the 
coiKjuests they gain, and the admirable diseipUnc 
of their troops, which ar<*, at the same tinii*, better 
clothed and })aid than any soldiers in the universe, 
'^riiese remarks furnislied the green knight with an 
op[)ortunify of launching out in the praise of the 
French government in general, civil as well as 
military ; on which occasion, he made many odious 
comparisons to the disadvantage of the English. 
Every body, almost, assented to the observations he 
made; and the doctor gave his sanction, by say¬ 
ing, the peojilc in France were undoubtedly the 
liappiest subjects in the world, i was so much 
avtonislied and confounded at their infatuation and 
effrontery, that 1 had not power to utter one word 
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in opposition to their assertions; but my morose 
associate could not put up -with the indignity^ that 
M'jis offered to Old Knglaud, and therefore, with a 
satirical griivaddressed himself to the general iu 
these words : “ Sir, sir, I have often heard it said, 

‘ n vtUiiimis bird that brfvuls her own vest.’ 

As for what those people who are foreigners siw, 
1 don’t mind it, they know no better; hut you, who 
wlu) were bred and born, and have got your broad 
under the English government, should have more 
regard to gratitude, as well as truth, in censuring 
your native country. If the ministry have thought 
fit to lay you aside, T suppose they have their own 
reason for so doing; and you ought to remember, 
that you still live on the bounty of this nation. As 
for those gentlemen, (meaning the prince and am¬ 
bassador,) who make so free with our constitution, 
laws, and genius of our jjcople, I think they might 
show a little more respect for their heuefactors, who, 

[ must own, are to blame in harbouring, j)roteeting, 
ind encouraging such ungrateful vagrants as they 
are.” At these words, the chevalier in green started 
uj) in a great passion, and, laying his hand on the 
bilt of liis hanger, exclaimed, “ lla,Ohe 
Englishman, on the other hand, grasi)ing his cane, 
:ried, “ Don’t /outre me, sirrah, or, by (i—d, T’ll 
knock you down.” Tlie comiiany interposed, the 
B’renchman sat down again, and his antagonist pro¬ 
ceeded : Lookce, Monsieur, you know very well 
ihat, hud you dared to speak so freely of the admi¬ 
nistration of your own country in l*aris as you 
tiave done of ours in J.^ondon, you would have* been 
«ent to the Hastile without ceremony, where you 
might have rotted iu a dungeon, and never seen the 
light of the sun again. Now, sir, take my word 
for it, although our constitution screens us from 
such oppre.ssion, wo want not laws to eliastise the 
luthors of seditious discourse*; and if 1 hear another 
syllable out of your mouth in contempt or prejudice 
>f this kingdom, 1 will give you a convincing proof 
■)f what 1 advance, and have you laid by the heels 
for your j>resumption.” This declaration had an 
dfect on the company as sudden as surprising. 
J’he young priuet* In'came supple as a spaniel; tin* 
jinhassador trembled; tlie general sat silent and 
ibashed ; and the doctor, who, it seems, had felt the 
rod of power, grew pale as death, and assured us all 
hat he had no intention to affront any person or 
■>ooj)le. “ Your princijiles, doctor,” resumed the ' 
>ld gentleman, “ are no secret—1 have nothing to ' 
^ay to you upon that head ; but am very much snr- 
irised that a man who despises ns so mucli, should, 
lotw’ithstanding, live among us, when ho has no 
visible motive for so doing. Why don’t you lake 
ip your habitation iu your beloved France, where 
you may rail at Knglaud without censure ?” To this 
'enionstrancc the doctor thought proper to make I 
10 reply; and an unsocial silence ensued; which 1 I 
lercoiving, took notice, that it was pity such idle I 
lisjmtes, maintained very often through whim or > 
liversion, should create any misunderstanding' 
iinong gentlemei? of good sense; and proposed to : 
Irink down all animosity in another bottle. This 
notion was applauded by the whole comjiany; the i 
ffine was brought, and the English champion, de- 
jlaring he had no spleen against any man for 
liffering in opinion from him, any more than for 
iifference of complexion, drank to the good health 
■)f all present; the compliment was returned, and 
die conversation once more became unreserved, 
diough more general than before. Among other , 
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topics, the subject of war was introduced, on which 
the general declaimed with great eloquence, re¬ 
counting many of his own exploits by way of illus¬ 
tration. In the course of his harangue, he happened 
to mention the word epanlemenU upon which the 
testy gentleman asked the meaning of that term. 
“ I’ll tell you what an epaulement is,” replied he; 
“ I never saw an <^paulcmcnt but once, and that was 
at the siege of Namur ; in a council of war. Mon¬ 
sieur (’ohom, the famous engineer, affirmed that 
the jdace could not be taken.” “ Yes,” sai(l the 
prince of Vaudemont, “ it may be taken by an 
epaulement. This was immediately put in exeeu- 
tion, and, in twenty-four hours, Marcschal BoufHers 
was fain to capitulate.” Here he made a full stop; 
and the old gentleman repeated the question, “ But 
pray what is an ci>aulement?” To this interroga¬ 
tion the officer made no reply, hut rung the bell, 
and called for a bill, which being brought, he threw 
down Ills proportion of the reckoning, and, telling 
tlie company he would show them an 'Epaulement 
when his majesty should think fit to intrust him 
with the command of our army abroad, strutted 
away with great dignity. J could not imagine why 
he was so shy of explaining one of the most simple 
terms of fortification, which I forthwith descrilied 
as a side-work, composed of earth, gabions, or 
iiiscines ; hut I was very much surprised when I 
aflerwaids understood that his res(*n’e proceeded 
from his ignorance. Having pai^ our bill, we 
adjourned to the coffee-room, where my fidlow- 
lahourer insisted on treating me with a dish, giving 
mo to understand at the same time, that 1 had 
acquired his good opinion, hotli w'itli resp(*ct to uiy 
principles and understanding. 1 thanked him for 
liis compliment, and, jirofessing myself an utter 
stranger in this part of the world, begged he would 
have the goodness to inform m<‘ of the quality and 
characters of the jieoplo who dined above, 'riiis 
recpiest was a real favour to one of his disposition, 
which was no less communicative than curious; 
he therefore i'ornplied with great satisfaetlon, and 
told me, to my extreme astoriishmcut, that the snp- 
jiosed young prince was a dancer at one of the 
theatres, and the ambassador no other than a fidler 
belonging to tb(‘ opera. “ The doctor,” said he. 
“is a Jtoman ('atbolie priest, who sometimes aj)- 
jicars in the character of an officer, and assumes tlie 
name of Captain; but more generally takes the 
garb, title, and behaviour, of u phjsician, in which, 
capacity he wheedles liimsclf into the confidence of 
weak-minded people, and, by arguments no less 
specious than false, converts them from their reli¬ 
gion and allegiance. He has been in the hands of 
justice more than once for such jiractiees; but he 
is a sly dog, and manages matters with so much 
craft, that, hitherto, he has escaped for a short im¬ 
prisonment. As for the general, you may see he 
has owed his promotion more to his interest than 
his capacity; and, now that the eyes of the minis¬ 
try are opened, liis friends dead, or become incon¬ 
siderable, he is struck off the list, and obliged to 
put up with a yearly pension. In consequence of 
this reduction, he is become malcontent, and in¬ 
veighs against the government, in all companies, 
with so little discretion, that 1 am surprised at the 
lenity of the administration in overlooking his inso¬ 
lence ; but the truth of the matter is, he owes his 
safety to his weakness and w’ant of importance. He 
has seen a little, and but a little, service; and yet, 
if you would take his word for it, there 1ms not been 
H 
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a great action performed in the field since the Kevo- 
lution, in which he was not principally concerned. 
When a story is told of any great general, he imme¬ 
diately matches it with one of himself, though he is 
often unhappy in his invention, and commits such 
gross blunders in the detail, that every body is in pain 
for him. Cassar, Pompey, and Alexander the Great, 
arc continually in his month; and as he reads a good 
deal without any judgment to digest it, his ideas are 
confused, and bus harangues as unintelligihle as in¬ 
finite ; for, once he begins, there is no chance of his 
leaving off speaking, while one person remains to 
yield attention j therefore the only expedient I know 
for putting a stop to his loquacity, is to lay hold of 
some incongruity he has uttered, and demand an 
explanation; or ask the meaning of some difficult 
term that he knows by name only. This method will 
effectually put him to silence, if not to flight, as it 
happened when I inquired about an epaulvmfnt. 
Had he been acquaintedwith the signification of that 
word, his triumph would have been intolerable, 
and wc must have quitted the field first, or been 
worried with impertinence.” Having thus gratified 
my curiosity, the old gentleman began to discover 
his own, in questions relating to myself, to which 
I thought proper to return ambiguous answers. “ [ 
presume, sir,” said he, “you have travelled.” I 
answered, “ Yea.” “ 1 dare say you would find it 
very expen.sive,” said he. I replied, “ 'I’o be sure, 
one cannot travel without money.” “ 'I'hat I know 
by experience,” said he, “for I myself take a trip 
to Bath or Tunbridge every season j and one must 
pay sauce for what he has on the mad, as well in 
other countries as in this—That’s a very pretty 
stone in your ring,—give me leave, sir, — the 
French have attained a wonderful skill in making 
compositions of this kind. WMiy, now, this looks 
almost as well as a diamond.” “ Almost as well, 
sir,” said I, “why not altogether? I am sure, if 
you understand any thing of jewels, you must 
perceive at first sight, that this stone is a real 
diamond, and that of a very fine water. Take it 
in your hand and examine it.” He did so. with 
some confusion, and returned it saying, “I ask 
your pardon, 1 see it is a true brilliant of immense 
value.” 1 imagined his respect for me increased 
after this inquiry; therefore, to captivate his esteem 
the more, 1 told him, I would show him a seal of 
composition, engraved after a very valuable antique; 
upon which 1 pulled out my watch, with a rich 
gold chain, adorned with three seals set in gold, 
and an opal ring. lie viewed each of them with 
great eagerue.ss, handled the chain, admired the 
chased case, and observed, that the whole must 
have cost me a vast sum of money. 1 affected 
indifference, and replied in a careless manner, 
“ Some trifle of sixty or seventy guineas.” He 
stared in my face for some time, and then asked if 
1 was an Englishman ? 1 answered in the negative. 
“You are from Ireland then, sir, 1 presume,” said 
he. I made the same reply. “ 0 ! perhaps,” said 
he, “ you was bom in one of our settlements 
abroad.” I still answered, “ No.” He seemed 
very much surprised, and smd, he was sure I was 
not a foreigner. I made no reply, but left him 
upon the tenterhooks of impatient uncertainty. He 
could not contain his anxiety, but asked pardon for 
the liberties he had taken, and, to encourage me 
the more to disclose my situation, displayed his 
own without reserve : “ I am,” said he, “ a single 
man, have a eonsiderahle annuity, on which I live 


according to my own inclination, and make the 
ends of the year meet very comfortably. As 1 have 
no estate to leave behind me, I am not troubled 
with the importunate officiousness of relations or 
legacy hunters, and I consider the world as made 
for me, not me for the world: it is my maxim 
therefore to enjoy it while 1 can, and let futurity 
shift for itself.” While he thus indulged his own 
talkative vein, and at the same time, no doubt, 
expected a retaliation from me, a young man en¬ 
tered dressed in black velvet, and an enormous tie 
wig, with an air in which natural levity and affected 
solemnity were so jumbled together, that, on the 
whole, he appeared a burlesque on all decorum. 
This ridiculous oddity danced up to the table at 
which we sat, and, after a thousand grimaces, asked 
my friend, by the name of Mr. Medlar, if we were 
not engaged upon business. My companion jmt on 
a surly countenance, and replied, “No great busi¬ 
ness, Doctor—^hut however ”—“ 0 ! then,” cried 
the physician, “ 1 must beg your indulgence a 
little,—pray pardon me, gentlemen.—>Sir,” said he, 
addres.sing himself to me, “your most humble 
servant, I hope you will forgive me, sir—1 must 
beg the favour to sit, sir—Sir, 1 have something 
of consequence to impart to my friend, Mr. Medlar 
—Sir, I ho])e you will excu.se my fn'cdom in 
whispering, sir.” Before 1 had time to give this 
coniplaisant person my permission, Mr. Medlar 
cried, “ I'll have no whispering; if you have any 
thing to say to me, speak with an audible voice.” 
The doctor seemed a little disconcerted at this 
exclamation, and, turning again to me, made a 
thousand apologies for pretending to make mystery 
of any thing, a piece of caution which he said was 
owing to his ignorance of my connexion with Mr. 
Medlar; but, now he understood I was a friend, he 
wmild communicate what he had to say in my 
hearing. He then began, after two or three hems, 
in this manner: “ You must know, sir, I am just 
come from dinner at my Hady Elareit's (then 
addressing himself to me), a lady of quality, sir, 
at whose table 1 have the honour of dining sonie- 
time.s. There was Lady Stately, and my Lady 
Larum, and Mrs. Dainty, and Miss Biddy Gigler, 
upon my word, a very good-natured young lady, 
with a very pretty fortune, sir. There were also 
my Lord Straddle, Sir .John Shrug, and Mr. Billy 
(lhatter. who is actually a very facetious young 
gentleman. So, sir, her ladyship .seeing me ex 
e.essively fatigued, for she was the last of fifteen 
patients, people of distinction, sir, whom 1 had 
visited this forenoon—insisted upon staying dinner, 
though, upon my word, I protest 1 had no appetite; 
however, in compliance with her ladyship’s request, 
sir, I sat down, aud the conversation turning upon 
difl'erent subjects, among other things, Mr. (lhatter 
asked very earnestly when 1 saw Mr. Medlar. I 
told him 1 had not had the pleasure of seeing you 
these nineteen hours aud a half; for you may 
remember, sir, it was nearly about that time ; I 
won't be positive to a minute.—‘ No 1' says he, ‘then 
I desire you will go to his lodgings immediately 
after dinner, and see what’s the matter with him, 
for he must certainly be very bad from having eat 
last night such a vast quantity of raw oysters.’ ” 
The crusty gentleman, who, from the solemnity of 
his delivery, expected something extraordinary, no 
sooner heard his conclusion, than he started up in 
a testy hmnour, crying, “ Pshaw 1 pshaw! d—^n 
your oystersand walked away after a short 
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compliment of, “Your servant, sir,” to me. The 
doctor got up also, saying, “I vow and protest, 
upon my word, I am actually amazed,” and followed 
Mr. Medlar to the bar, which was hard by, where 
he was paying for his coffee; there he whispered 
so loud, that I could overhear, “ Pray who is this 
gentleman ?” His friend replied hastily, “ I might 
have known that before now, if it had not been for 
your impertinent intrusion,” and walked off very 
much disappointed. The ceremonious physician 
returned immediately, and sat down by me, asking 
a thousand pardons for leaving me alone; and 
giving me to understand, that what lie had com¬ 
municated to Mr. Medlar at the bar was an affair 
of the last importance, that would admit of no 
delay. Ho then called for some coffee, and launched 
out into the virtues of that berry, which, he said, 
in cold phlegmatic constitutions, like his, dried up 
the superfluous moisture, and braced the relaxed 
nerves. He told me it w’as utterly unknown to the 
aneients; and derived its name from an Arabian 
word, which I might easily perceive by the sound 
and termination. Krom this topic he transferred 
his disquisitions to the verb drinky which ho affirmed 
was improperly applied to the taking of coffee, 
inasmuch as people did not drink, but sip or sipplc 
that liquor; that the genuine meaning of drinking 
is to quench one’s thirst, or commit a debauch 
l)y swallowing wine ; that the Latin word, w'liieh 
conveyed the same idea was biherc or pntarc, and 
that of the Greeks phadn or pofcciiiy though he 
was apt to believe they were differently us<‘d on 
different occasions, 3^'or example: to drink a 
vast quantity, or, as the vulgar express it, to drink 
an ocean of liquor, was in Latin potarc, and in 
Greek potcain} and, on the other hand, to use it 
moderately, was Idbcrc, and pinein; that this was 
only a conjecture of his own, which, .however, 
seemj'd to he supported by the word hihuhu.% which 
is particularly apjiUed to the pores of the skin, that 
can only drink a very small (juanlity of the cireum- 
amhient moisture, by reason of the sniallucss of 
their diameters; wherea.s, from the verb polevh ‘ 
derived the substantive potnmosy which signiflos a 
river, or vast quantity of liquor. T could not help 
smiling at this learned and important investigation; 
and, to recommend myself the more to iny new 
acquaintance, whose disposition T was by this time 
well informed of, 1 observed, that what he alleged 
did not, to the best of my rememhranee, appear in 
the writings of the ancients; for Horace uses the 
words potu and hibo indifferently for the same 
puq>ose, as in the twentieth ode of his first Book: 

Vile potabia modiria Sabinmu rantbaria,- 

-et pnrlo domitam Calono tu biDes uvam. 

That I had never heard of the verb poteeiny but 
that potamoa, potemay and potosy were derived from 
pmoy posoy pepvka; in consequence of which the 
Greek poets never use any other word for festal 
drinking. Homer describes Nestor at his cups in 
these words: 

Npitom d’ouk elathen jache pinonla percnipcs. 

And Anacreon mentions it on the same occasion 
jllmostin every page, 

Pinonii de oinon hedun 

Otan vino ton uinon. 

Opliz'ego depiAo. 

nd in a thousand other places. The doctor, who, 
.--)u tless, intended by his criticism to give me a 
high idea of his erudition, was infinitely surprised 
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to find himself schooled by one of my appearance ; 
and after a considerable pause, cried, “Upon my 
word! you are in the right, sir—I find I have not 
considered this affair with my usual accuracy.” 
Then accosting me in Latin, which he spoke very 
well, the conversation was maintained full two 
hours, on a variety of subjects, iti that language; 
and indeed, he spoke so judiciously, that 1 was con¬ 
vinced, notwithstanding his whimsical appearanee, 
and attention to trifles, that he was a man of ex¬ 
tensive knowledge, especially in books; he looked 
upon me, a.s I afterwards understood from Mr. 
Medlar, as a prodigy in learning, and proposed that 
very night, if 1 was not engaged, to introduce me to 
several young gentlemen of fortune and fashion, 
with whom he had an appointment at the Bedford 
Coffeehouse. 

CHArTER XLVI. 

'Wagtail introdures me to aset of fine Gentlemen, with whom 
I spend the Kvening at a Tavern—Our Conversation—Tho 
Characters oi my new Companions—The Doctor is roasted 
—The Issue of our Debauch. 

I AOCEPTEi) his offer with pleasure, and we went 
thither in a liackn(*y coach, where I saw a great 
number of gay figures fluttering about, most of 
whom S]>okc to the doctor with great familiarity. 
Among the rest stood a group of them rotuid the 
fire, whoni 1 immediately knew to be the very per¬ 
sons who had the night before, by their laughing, 
alarmed my suspicion of the lady who had put her¬ 
self under my protection. They no sooner per¬ 
ceived me enter with Dr. Wagtail, for that was my 
companion’s name, than they tittered and whispered 
one to another; and I was not a little surprised to 
find that these were the gentlemen to whose 
acquaintance he designed to recommend me; for 
when he observed them together, he told me who 
tliey were, and desired to know by what name he 
should introduce me. I satisfied him in that par¬ 
ticular, and he advanced with great gravity, saying, 
“ Gentlemen, your most obedient—give me leave 
to introduce my friend Mr. Random to your so¬ 
ciety.” Then turning to me, “ Mr. Random, this is 
Mr. Bragwell—Mr. Banter, sir—Mr. Chatter—iny 
friend Mr. Slyboot, and Mr. Ranter, sir.” I sjiluted 
each of them in order, and when I came to take 
Mr. Slyboot by the hand, I perceived him to thrust 
his t(mguc in his cheek, to the no small entertain¬ 
ment of the company; but I did not think proper 
to take any notice of it on this occasion. Mr. Ran¬ 
ter, too, who I afterwards learned was a ydayer, 
displayed his talents, by mimicking my air, features, 
and voice, while he retunied niy compliment. This 
feat I should not have been so sensible of, had not 
I seen him behave in the same manner to my friend 
Wagtail, when he made up to them at first. But 
for once 1 let him enjoy the fruits of his dexterity 
without question or control, resolved, however, to 
chastise his insolence at a more convenient oppor¬ 
tunity, Mr. Slyboot, guessing 1 was a stranger, 
asked if I had been lately in France ; and when I 
answered in the affirmative, inquired if 1 had seen the 
Luxembourg gallery. I told him 1 had considered 
it more than once, with great attention. Upon this, 
a conversation ensued, in which T discovered him 
to be a painter. While we were discoursing upon 
the particulars of this famous collection, I over¬ 
heard Banter ask Dr. W a^il where he had picked 
up this Mr. Random. To which (question the 
H 2 
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physician answered, “ Upon my word, a mighty 
pretty sort of a gentleman—a man of fortune, sir- 
lie has made the grand tour, and seen the best com¬ 
pany in Europe, sir.” “What, he told you so, I 
the other; “ I take him to hi; n<*ith(‘r 
more nor less than a Krench valet-de-cliamhre.'’ 
•*Oh! barbarous, barbarous 1” cried the doctor*, 
“this is actually, upon my word, abogetber un¬ 
accountable. I know all Ins family perfectly well, 
sir; be is of the Uandoms of tlu; north—a very 
ancient bouse, sir, and a distant relatioti of mine.” 
I was extremely nettled at the conjecture of Mr. 
Jlantcr, and began to entertain a very indifferent 
opinion of my company in gonenil; but as I might 
possibly, by their mouns, acquire a more exten¬ 
sive and agreeable acquaintance, 1 d(‘termincd to 
bear these little mortifi(*alions as long as I could, 
without injuring the dignity of my character. 
After having talked for .soim* time on the weather, 
jilays, politics, and other coffeehouse subjects, it 
was proposed that we should spend the evening at 
a noted tav(‘rn in the neighbourhood, whither we 
repaired in a body. Having taken possession of a 
room, <'alled for Krench wine, and bespoke supper, 
the glass went about pretty freely, and the charac¬ 
ters of my associates opened upon me more and 
more. Jt .soon appearecl that the doctor was enter¬ 
tained jw a butt for the ])aintov and jilayer to (‘xer- 
cise their wit ujion, for the diversion of the company. 
Mr. Uanter began the game, by asking him what 
was good for a hoarseness, lowness of spirits, and 
indigestion, for he was troubled with all these eom- 
pluiiita to a very great degree? Wagtail imme¬ 
diately undertook to exjdain the nature of his ease, 
and in a very prolix manner harangued upon 
prognostiesjdiagnosties, syinplomaties, therapeutics, 
luunition, and rejiletion; then ealculated the force 
of tlie stomaeli and lungs in their resjiective o])e- 
rations; ascribed the placer's malady to a disorder 
in these organs, proee(‘ding from hard drinking 
and voeiferation, and prescribed a course of sto¬ 
machics, with abstinence from venery, wini‘, loud 
speaking, Juugliing, singing, coughing, sneezing, 
or hallooing. “ i*ah, pah,” cried Ibniter, inter¬ 
rupting him, the remeily is worse than the disease. 
I wish I knew where to find some timhu'-water.” 
“ Tinder-water!” said the <loctor; “ iiinm my word 
1 don’t apprehend you, Mr. Ilanter.” “ Water ex¬ 
tracted from tinder,”repliedtheother, “an universal 
sj)eeiflc for all <listenipcrs incident to man. It 
was invented by a learned fJennan monk, who,for 
H valuable consideration, imjiarted the secret to 
Paracelsus.” “Pardon me,” cried the paint(‘r, “it 
was first used by Solomon, us apjieurs by a Greek 
maiiuserijn in his own hand-writing, lately found 
at the foot of mount Lebimon, by a peiLsant who 
was digging for ])otat(x-s.” “ Well,” said Wagtail, 
“ in all my vast reading I never met with such a 
prejiaration I neither did 1 know, till this minute, 
that Solomon understood Greek, or that jKitatoes 
grew in J’alestinc." Here Uanter interjiosed, say¬ 
ing, he was surprised that Doctor Wagtail should 
make the least doubt of Soloimm's understanding 
CJrei'k, Avheu he is represented to us as the wisest 
and best educated prince in the world; and as for 
potatoes, they -YV'cre transplanted thither from Ire¬ 
land, in the time of the Clrusadcs, by some knights 
of that country. “I jirofcss,” said the doctor, 
“ tliere is nothing more likelv—I would actually 
give a vast sum for a sight of that manuscript, 
which must he inestimable—and if 1 understood the 


process, would set about it immediately.” The 
jdayer assured him the process was very simple— 
that he imist cram a Imiidred weight of dry tinder 
into a glass retort, and distilling it by the force of 
animal heat, it would yield halt* a scruple of insipid 
water, one drop of which is a full dose. “Upon 
my Integrity 1” exclaimed the credulous doctor, 
“this is very amazing! and extraordinary! that a 
vajmt moriuum shall yield any water at all—I must 
ow’ii 1 have always been an enemy to specifics, 
which 1 thought inconsistent with the nature of the 
animal economy ; hut certainly the authority of 
Solomon is not to he {juestioned. I wonder where 
I shall find a glass ret<)rt large enough to contain 
such a vast quantity of tindcT, the consumption of 
which mn.st undoubtedly raise the pnee ofpaper- 
or w'h<‘re I shall find animal heat sufficient even to 
warm such a mass.” Slyhoot informed Itim, that 
he might have a retort blown for him as big as a 
church ; and that the easiest method of raising tlu^ 
vapour by animal heat, would bo to place it in the 
middle of an infirmary for feverish i)atients, who 
might lie nj>on mattresses around, and in contact 
with it. He had no sootkt pronounced these words, 
than Wagtail exclaimed, in a rapture, “ An admira¬ 
ble expedient, as I hope to he saved! I will 
])Obitively put it in practice.” 'fins simplicity of 
the jih^sjeian furnished excellent diversion for the 
company, who, in their turns, sneered at him in 
ironical eompliments, which his vamty swallowed 
as the genuine sentiments of their hearts. Air. 
Chatter, imjiatient of so long a silence, now' broke 
nut, and entertained us w’ith a eatalogne of all the 
]>eo])le w ho<lanee<l at the last Hampstead assembly, 
w'itli a most eireumstantial account of the dressand 
onumuMits of each, from the InpiU'ts of the ladies to 
the shoe Imekh's of <he hh'ii ; eonckuling with 
telling Hragwell, th.d Ins mistress Jilelinda w’as 
tliere, and seeme<l 1(* miss him ; and soliciting his 
company at the next occasion of that kind. “JS'o, 
no, d“-Tne.'" said Ihagwell, “ f have somctliini^ else 
to mind than dangling after a parcel of giddj- 
headed girls; besides, you know my temper is so 
unruly, that I am apt to ni\<'lve m\self in scrapes, 
when a woman is eoueerned. 'I’he last time 1 was 
there I liad an affair with Tom 'ITippel.” “O! 1 
remember that,” cried Banter; “}OU lugged out 
before t!ie ladies ; and 1 eoinmeml yon fiu* so <loing, 
heeause you had an ojqjortunity of showing your 
manhood without running any risk.” “Iliskl” 
said the other, w itli a fierce eountemmee ; “d—n 
my blood ! 1 fear no risks. I an't afraid of lugging 
out against any man that wears a head, d- me ! 'tis 
well known 1 have drawn blood more than once, 
and lost some too; hut what does that signify?” 
'fhe ]>layer begged this ehamjnon to (unploy him as 
his second the next time he intended to kill, for he 
wanted to see a man die of a stab, that he might 
know how* to act such a jiart the more naturally on 
the singe. “Die!” replied the hero; “no, by 
G—d! I know better things than to incur the 
verdict of a Middlesex ju!*y’“ I should look upon 
my fencing-Tuastcr to he an ignorant sou of a b—h, 
if he iiad not taught me to prick any jiart of my 
antagonist’s body that I jilease to disable,” “ C>ho!” 
cried Slyhoot, “ if tliat he the case, I have a favour 
to ask. Vou must know 1 am employed to })aiut a 
Jesus on the cross; and my purpose is to repre¬ 
sent him at that point of time when tlie spear is 
thrust into his side. Now, 1 should he glad if you 
would, in my presence, pink some impertinent fel- 
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)()w into convulsions, without cudangcring bis life, 
that 1 may have an opportunity of taking a good 
clever agony from nature. 'J'hc doctor will direct 
you where to enter, and how far to go; hnt j>ray 
let if he as near the left side as possible." Wagtail, 
who took this proposal seriously, observed, that it 
would he a very difficult matter to penetrate into 
the left side of tlie thorax, w’ithout hurting the 
heart, and of eonse<juence killing the patient; but 
he believed it was possible' for a man of a very nice 
hand, and exact knowU'dge of anatomy, to wound 
the diaphragma eoniew here about the skirts, whieh 
might induce a singultus, without being attended 
withdeatli; that he was ready to demonstrate the. 
insertion of that muscle to Mr. Bragwell; but de¬ 
sired to have no eoneern with the (‘xperiinent, 
■which luigiit essentially prejudice his reputation, in 
ease of miscarriage. Bragwellwas as much im¬ 
posed u])on by the ])ainler's waggery as the doctor, 
and doeliiiod engaging in tin* affair, saying, he hud 
a very great regard for Mr. Sljboot, but had laid it 
down as a maxim, never to tight (‘xeept when his 
honour was engaged. A thousand jokes of this 
kind were uttered; the -wine circulated; su[»per 
-was served in; we ate heartily; returned to the 
bottle; Briigwell beeanie noisy and troublesome; 
Banter grew' more and more se\ere; Itanter re- 
liearsed; vSlybooL made faces at tiie whole eora- 
paiiy; I sung Bn'ueli ealelies, ami (')iatter kissed 
me with great affection; wliile the i{o<‘tor, with a 
woeful eounteiiaiiee, sat sileut. like a disciple of Py- 
tiuigoras. At length it was ]>roj)osed by Bragwell, 
that we should seour tlie hundreds, sweat the eon- 
«la!>le, inaiil tiie aleh, and tiien reel soberly to he<I. 

Wliile we deliberated on this expedition, the 
waiter came into tlie loom, ami asked for Doctor 
Wagtail; when he understood he was present, he 
told him there was a lady below to imjuire for him; 
at whieli messugt' the physician started from his 
inelam’h(dy eonleinplation, and, with a look of ex¬ 
treme confusion, assured ilie company, he could 
not possibly be the jierson wanted, for he had no 
connexion with any lady whatever, and bade th(‘ 
drawer tel! her so. “ For shame!" cried Banl(‘r, 
“ would you he so iinpolilc as to refuse a lady the 
hearing? perhaps sh<* comes for a consultation. It 
must lie some extraordinary affair that brings a 
lady to a ttivern at this time o'night. Mr. Banter, 
l>ray do tlie doctor’s baisemoins to the lady, and 
squire her hither.” d’he ])layer immediately stag¬ 
gered out, and returned, le^ing in, with mucii 
ceremony, a tidl strapping wench, w'hose ajipearance 
fwoelaimed her oeciipation. We rect'ived her with 
the utmost solemnity, and with a good deal of en¬ 
treaty she -was jiersuaded to sit, when a jirofouml 
silence ensued, during which she fixed her eyes, 
with a disconsolate h)ok, on the doctor, wlio w;is 
utterly eonl'oumled at her behaviour, ami returned 
her nu'laneholy fourfold. At lengtli, after a good 
Tuany piteous sighs, she wiped her eyes, and accosted 
him thus; “ What! not one -word of comfort ? Will 
nothing soften that stony heart of thine? Not all 
niy tears 1 not all my affliction! not the inevitable 
ruin thou hast brought ujion me! Where are thy 
vows, thou faithless perjured man? Hast thou nc 
honour—no couscionce—no remorse for thy per¬ 
fidious conduct toward.s me ?—An.sw er me, wilt thou 
at last do nic justice, or must 1 have recourse to 
heaven or hell for my revenge?" If poor Wagtail 
amazed before slie spoke, what must his coii- 
u l)e on iiearing this address! IBs natural pale- 


nc.ss changed into a ghastly clay colour, his eyes 
rolled, his lips trembled, and he answered, in an 
accent not to be described, “Upon my w ord, honour, 
and salvation ! madam, you are actmdly mistaken 
in my persou. I have a most particular veneration 
for your sex, aud am actually incapable of injuring 
any lady in the smallest degree, madam;—besides, 
madam, to the best of my recollection, 1 never Jiad 
the honour of seeing you l)efore, as I liope to be 
saved, mad;uu!” “Jlow, traitor!" cried she, “dost 
thou disown me then ?—Mismkeii I no, t(K)-w'dl i 
know that fair bi*witching face; too well I know 
that false eneliantiug tongue!—Alas! gentlemen, 
since tin* villuin C()m}>els me, by his mikindiicss, to 
expose myself and him, kno-w that this betrayer, 
under the s])ecious pretence of honourable addresses, 
■won my heart, and, taking advantage of his eon- 
(juest, robbed me of my virgin treasure, and after¬ 
wards abandoned me to my fate! 1 am now four 
months gone -with child by bim, turned out of doors 
by my relations, ami left a prey to misery and want! 
Yes, thou barbarian,” said she, turning to Wagtail, 
“thou tiger, thou sueculms! too well thou knowe.st 
my situation—hut J ill tear out thy faitldess heart, 
and deliver the world from such a monsU'r." Ho 
saying, she sprung forward at the doctor, wlio with 
incredible agility jumped over the table, and ran 
behind Bragwell, -while the rest of uk endeavoured 
to appease the furious heroine. Although evtuy- 
body in the company affe<5ted the utmost surprise, 
1 could easily jjcrceive it was ii scheme cottcerted 
among them to produce diversion at tlm doctor's 
exi«‘n.se; and being under no concern about the 
consequence, I entered into the eonfed(*raey, and 
enjoyed the distress of Wagtail, who, with tears in 
his cyo.s, begged the protection of the <*om])uny, 
declaring liimself as innocent of the <*rinie laid to 
his clmrge, as the fudus in utero; and hinting, at 
the same time, tliat nature had not })ut it into his 
power to he guilty of such a tresjiass. “Nature!” 
cried the lady; “ there W'as no nature in the case- 
lie abused me hy the help of charms and spells; or 
else how is it jios.sible that any woman could have 
listened to the addresses of such a scarecrow? W’ere 
these owlish eyes made for ogling; that carrion 
complexion to be admired; or that month like a 
horse-shoe to be kissed? No, no, you owe your 
sncees.s to your fibres, to your drugs and incanta¬ 
tions ; and not to your natural talents, which are in 
every res]>ect mean and contemptible.” The doctor 
now thouglit he had got an opportunity of vindi- 
e;iting himself elleetually; and desired the com¬ 
plainant to com])<'se herself hnt for half an hour, 
ill which he undertook to prove the absurdity of 
believing in the pow'er of incantations, wdiich were 
only idle dreams of ignorance and suiierstition. He 
accordingly jironouneed a very learned discourse 
u])on the nature of ideas, the power and inde¬ 
pendence of the mind, the properties of stimulating 
medicines, the difference between a proneness to 
vencry, whieh many simjiles would create, aud a 
jias.sion limited to one object, w hieh can only he the 
result of sense and reffectiou ; and concluded with 
a pathetic remonslrance, setting forth his unhappi¬ 
ness in being persecuted with tlu* resentment oi' a 
lady whom he had never injured, nor even seen 
bi'fore that occasion, and whose faculties were, in 
all likeliliood, so much impaired hy her misfortunes, 
that an innocent jierhon was in danger of being 
mined by her disorder. He had no sooner finished 
his harangue, than the forlorn princess renewed he( 
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lamentations, and cautioned the company against 
his eloquence, which, she said, was able to bias the 
most impartial bench in Christendom. Banter ad¬ 
vised him to espouse her immediately, as the only 
means to salve his reputation, and offered to accom¬ 
pany him to the Fleet for that purpose; but Slyboot 
proposed that a father should be purchased for the 
child, and a comfortable alimony settled on the 
mother. Ranter promised to adopt the iu&nt gratis. 
Wagtail wa.s ready to worship him for his gene¬ 
rosity ; and, though he persisted in protesting his 
innocence, condescended to everything, rather than 
his unblemished character should be called in ques¬ 
tion. The lady rejected the proposal, and insisted 
on matrimony. Bragwell took up the cudgels for 
the doctor, aud undertook to rid him of her impor¬ 
tunity for half a guinea; upon which Wagtail, with 
great eagerness, pulled out his purse, and put it into 
the hand of his friend, who, taking half a piece out 
of it, gave it to the plaintiff! and bade her thank 
God for her good fortune. When she had received 
this bounty, she affected to weep, and begged, since 
the physician had renounced her, he would at least 
vouchsafe her a parting kiss. This he was prevailed 
upon to grant, with great reluctance, and went up 
with his usual solemnity to salute her; when she 
laid hold of his cheek with her teeth, and held fast, 
while he roared with anguish, to the unspeakable 
diversion of all present. When she thought proper 
to release him, she dropped a low curtsey to the 
company, and quitted the room, leaving the doctor 
in the utmost horror, not so much on account of 
the pain, as the apprehension of the consequence of 
the iiite; for by this time he was convinced of her 
being mad. Banter ])resoribed the actual cautery, 
and ])ut the poker in the fire to be heated, in order 
to sear the pliice. The player was of opinion that 
Bragwell sltonld scoop out the part affected with 
the point of his sword; but the painter prevented 
both these dretidful operations, by recommending 
a balsam he hail iii his pocket, which never failed 
to cure the bite of a mad dog. So .saying, he pidled 
out a small bladder of black paint; with which 
he instantly anointed not only the sore, but the 
greatest part of the patient’s face, and left it in a 
frightful condition. In short, the poor creature was 
so harassed with fear and vexation, that I pitied 
him extremely, and sent him hoTiie in a chair, con¬ 
trary to the Iticlination of everybody present. 

This freedom of mine gave umbrage to Bragwell, 
who testified his displeasure, by swearing a few 
threats, without making any application; which 
being ])erceived by Klyboot, who sat by me, he, 
with a view of promoting a quarrel, whisjiered to 
me, that he thought Bragwell used me very ill; but 
every man was the best judge of his own affairs. 
I answered alond, that I would neither suffer Mr. 
Bragwell nor him to use me ill with impunity, and 
that I stood in no need of his counsel, in regard to 
the regulation of my conduct He thought proper 
to ask a thousand pardons, and a.ssured me he 
meant no offence; while Bragwell feigned hintself 
asleep, that he might not be obliged to take notice 
of what passed. But the player, who had more 
animal spirits and less discretion than Slyboot 
unwilling to let the affair rest where he had dropped 
■h jogged Mr. Bragwell, and told him softly, that 
I called him names, and threatened to cudgel him. 
This particular I understood by his starting, and 
crying, “ Blood and wounds I you lie! No man 
’ durst treat me so ignominiously—Mr. Random, did 


you call me names, and threaten to drub me?" 
I denied the imputation, and proposed to punish 
the scoundrel, who endeavoured to foment dis¬ 
turbance in the company. Bragwell signified his 
approbation, and drew his sword; I did the same, 
and accosted the actor in these words: “ Lookee, 
Mr. Ranter, I know jrou possess all the mimicry 
and mischievous qualities of an ape, because I have 
observed you put them all in practice more than 
once to-night, on me and others; now I want to 
see if you resemble one in nimbleness also; tbere- 
fore I desire you to leap over this sword without 
hesitation.” So saying, I held it parallel to the 
horizon, at the distance of about three feet from 
the floor, and called, “Once—twice—thrice, and 
awaybut, imstead of complying with my com¬ 
mand, he snatched his hat and hanger, and assum¬ 
ing the looks, swagger, and phrase of Pistol, burst 
out into the following exclamation: “ Ha! must I 
then perform inglorious prank, of sylvan ape in 
mountain forest caught! Death rock me asleep, 
abridge my doleful days, and lay my head in fury’s 
hap. Have we not lliren here?” This buffoonery 
did not answer his expectation, for by this time the 
company was bent on seeing him in a new charac¬ 
ter. Mr. Banter desired me to hold my sword a 
foot or two higher, that he might have the better 
opportunity of exerting himself. The painter told 
him, if he ])erformed well, he would recommend 
him as a vaulter to the proprietors of Saddler's 
Wells ; and Bragwell, crying “ Ijcap for the king,” 
applied the point of his sword to the player’s pos¬ 
teriors with such success, that he sprung over in 
a trice, and, finding the door unguarded, vanished 
in a twinkling; gl^, no douht, of having paid his 
share of the reckoning so easily. 

It being now near two o'elock in the morning, 
we discharged the bill, and sallied out into the street. 
The painter slunk away without taking his leave. 
Billy Chatter, being unable to speak or stand, was 
sent to a bagnio; and Banter and 1 accompanied 
Bragwell to Moll King’s coft'ec-bouse, where, after 
he had kicked half a dozen hungry whores, we left 
him asleep on a bench, and directed our course 
towards tlbaring-eross, near which place both he 
and 1 lodged. 

The natural dryness of my companion being over¬ 
come by li<iuor, he honoured me by the way with 
many compliments and professions of friendship, 
for which I made suitable acknowledgments, and 
told him I thought myself happy in having, by my 
behaviour, removed the unfavourable opinion he 
entertained of me at first sight. lie was surprised 
at this declaration, and begged me to ex])lain 
my.self; upon which 1 mentioned what I had over¬ 
heard him say of me to Waghiil in the coffee-house. 
He laughed,'and made an apology for his freedom, 
assuring me, that my appearance had very much 
prepossessed him in my favour ; and what he said 
was only intended as a joke on the doctor’s solem¬ 
nity. 1 was highly pleased at being undeceived 
in this particular, and not a little proud of the good 
opinion of this wit, who shook me by the hand at 
parting, and promised to meet me next day at the 
ordinary. 

CHAPTER XLVIL 

strap communicates to me a Conquest he had made ot a 

Chandler’s Widow—Finds him,self miaerably mistaken—I 

Ro to the Opera—Admire Melinda — Am cautioned by 

Banter—Go to the Assembly at Hampstead—Dance with 
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that young Lady — Receive an insolent Message from 
Bragwell, vhose metnl is soon cooled—Am in favour with 
iny Mistress, whom 1 visit next day; and am bubbled 
out of eighteen Guineas at Cards—Strap triumphs at my 
Success, but IS astonished at my Kxpensc—Banter comes 
to my Lodging, is very sarcastic at my expense, and bor¬ 
rows live Guineas from me, as a proof of his Friendsiiip. 

In the morning before T got up, Strap eamc into 
iny chamber, and, finding me awake, hemmed 
several times, scratched his head, cast his eyes 
upon the ground, and, with a very foolish kind of 
simper upon his face, gave me to understand he 
had sometliing to communicate. “By your counte- 
nauce,” said 1, “J expect to hear good tidings.” 
“Indifferent,” replied he, tittering; “tliat is, here¬ 
after as it shall be. You must know I have some 
thoughts of altering my eondition.” “What!” cried 
I, astonished, “a matrimonial scheme? 0 rare 
^trap! tliou hast got the heels of me at last.” 
“ N’—no less, I assure you,” said he, bursting into 
a laugh of self-approbation; “ a tallow-chandler’s 
widow, that lives liard by, has taken a liking to 
me—a fine jolly dame, as plump as a partridge. 
She has a well furnished house, a brisk trade, and 
a good deal of the ready. 1 may have her for the 
asking. 8hc told a friend of mine, a brother fool- 
man, that she would take me out of a stinking 
clout. But 1 refused to give my final answer, till 
1 knew your opinion of the matter.” I congratu¬ 
lated Monsieur d’h/Strapes upon his comjuest, and 
approved of the scheme, provided he could be 
assured of those circumstances of her fortune; but 
advised him to do nothing rashly, and give me an 
opportunity of seeing the lady before matters should 
be brou;;>ht to a conclusion. lie assured me he 
would do nothing without my eonsent and appro¬ 
bation, and that very morning, while I wivs at 
breakfast, introduced his inamorata to my acquaint¬ 
ance. She was a short thick woman, about the 
age of thirty-six, and had a partieular prominence 
of belly, which I i>erceivecl at first sight, not with¬ 
out some suspicion of foul play. 1 desired her, 
however, to sit, and treated her with a dish of tea; 
the discourse turned upon tJie good qualities of 
Strap, whom I represented as a prodigy of sobriety, 
industry, and virtue.—When she took her leave, 
he followed her to the door, and returned licking 
his lips, and asked if 1 did not tliink she was a 
luscious creature. I made no mystery of my aj)- 
prohension, Init declared my sentiments of her 
without reserve ; at wliicli he was not surprised, 
telling me he had observed the same symptom, but 
had been infbnned by his friend that she was only 
liver-grown, and would in a few months be as 
small in the waist as ever. “Yes,” said I, “a few 
weeks 1 believe will do the business. In short. 
Strap, it is my opinion, that you are egregiously 
imposed upon ; and that this friend is no other 
than a rascal who wants to palm his trull upon you 
for a wife, that he may at once deliver himself from 
tlie importunities of the mother, and the expense 
of her bantling; for which reason I w'ould not 
have you trust implicitly to the report he makes 
of her wealth, which is inconsistent w’ith his be¬ 
haviour ; nor nm your head precipitately into 
a noose, that you may afterwards wish exchanged 
for the liangman’s. lie seemed very much startled 
At my insinuation, and promised to look twice 
before he leaped; saying, with some heat, “ Odds, 
if I find his intention is to betray me, we shall see 
which of us is the better man.” My prediction 


was verified in less than a fortnight; her great 
belly producing an infant, to the unspeakable 
amazement of Strap, who was, before this happened, 
inclinable to believe T had refined a little too much 
in mj penetration. His false friend disappeared; 
and in a few days after an execution was issued 
against her goods and household furniture, which 
were seized by the creditors. 

Meanwhile I met my friend Banter at the ordi¬ 
nary, and in the evening went to the opera with 
him and Mr. Chatter, wlio pointed out Melinda in 
one of the boxes, and offered to introduce me to 
her, observing at the same time, that she was a 
reigning toast worth ten thousand pounds. This 
piece of information made my heart bound with 
joy, and I discovered great eagerness to accept the 
proposal; upon which he assured me I should dauce 
with her at the next assembly, if ho had any in¬ 
fluence in that qnarter. 1:^0 saying, he went round, 
spoke to her some minutes, and, as I imagined, 
pointed at me; then returning, told me, to iny in¬ 
expressible ])leasur(‘, that 1 might depend upon 
what he had promised, for she was now engaged as 
lily partner. Banter, in a whisper, gave me to 
understand, that she was an incorrigible coquette, 
wdio would grant the same favour to any young 
fellow ill England of a tolerable appearance, merely 
to engage him among tlie herd of her admirers, 
she might have the pleasure, of seeing them 
daily increase; that she was of a cold insensible 
disposition, dead to every passion but vanity, and 
so blind to merit, that he would lay any wager the 
wealthiest fool should carry her at lu.st. I attributed 
a good deal of this intelligtince to the satirical turn 
of my friend, or resentment for having himself 
suffered a rebuff from the lady in question; aud, 
at any rate, trusted so much to my own accomplish¬ 
ments, as to believe no woman could resist the 
ardour of my addresses. 

EuU of this ooiifideneo T repaired to Hampstead, 
in company w ith Billy (’hatter, my Lord Hobble, 
and Doctor Wagtail. There I saw a very brilliant 
assembly, before whom I had the honour to walk a 
minuet w’ith Melinda, who channed me with her 
frank manner and easiness of behaviour. Before 
the country dunces began, I received a message, 
by a person I did not know, from Bragwell, who 
was present, importing that nobody who knew him 
presumed to dance with Melinda, while he was 
there in person; and that 1 would do well to re¬ 
linquish her without noise, because he had a mind 
to lead u]) a country dance with her. This extra¬ 
ordinary intimation, which was delivered in the 
lady’s hearing, did not at all discompose me, who 
by this time was pretty well acquainted with the 
character of my rival. I therefore, without the 
least symptom of conceni, bade the gentleman tell 
Mr. Bragwell, that, since I was so happy as to ob¬ 
tain the lady’s cousent, I should not be solicitous 
about his; and desired the bearer himself to bring 
me no such impertinent messages for the future. 
Melinda affected a sort of confusion, and pretended 
to wonder that Mr. Bragwell should give himself 
such liberties with regard to her, who had no 
manner of connexion with the fellow. I laid hold 
of this opportunity to display my valour, and of¬ 
fered to call him to account for his insoleu’e, a 
proposal which she absolutely refused, under pre¬ 
tence of consulting my safety; though I iould 
perceive by the sparkling of her eyes, that she 
would not have thought herself affronted in being 
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the subject of a duel. I was by no means pleased 
with this discovery of her thoughts, which not only 
argued the most unjustifiable vanity, but likewise 
the most barbarous indifference; however, I was 
allured by her fortune, and resolved to gratify her 
pride, in making her the occasion of a public 
quarrel between me and Bragwell, who, 1 was 
pretty certain, would never drive matters to a dan¬ 
gerous extremity. 

While we daneed together, I observed this for¬ 
midable rival at one end of the room, encircled 
with a cluster of beaux, to whom he.talked with 
great vehemence, easting many big looks at me, 
from time to time: I guessed the subject of his 
discourse, and as soon its I bad handed my partner 
to her seat, strutted up to the place w'here he stood, 
and cocking my hat in his face, demanded aloud if 
he had any thing to say to me. lie answered with 
a sullen tone, “ Nothing at present, sirand turned 
about upon his heel. “ Well,” said I, “ you know 
where 1 am to be found at any time.” His com¬ 
panions stared at one another, and J returned to 
the lady, whose features Itrightetied at my approach, 
and immediately a whi.sjier ran through the whole 
room; after which so ntany eyes were turned upon 
me, that I was ready to sink with confusion. 
When the ball broke up, 1 led her to her coach, 
and, like a true French gallant, would have got up 
behind it, in order to proteet her from violence ^ 
the road ; but she absolutely refused my offer, and 
expressed her eoiieern that there was not an empty 
seat for me within the vehicle. 

N ext day in the afternoon, 1 waited on her at 
her lodgings, by jiermission, in eoinjiany with 
Uhatter, and was very eivilly received by her mo¬ 
ther, with whom she lived j there wert! a good 
many fashionable iieoplc present, chiefly young 
fellows, and intmediately after tea, a eouple of 
card tables were set, at one of which 1 had the 
honour to play with Melinda, who, in less than 
three liours, made shift to plunder me of eight 
guineas, hwas well enough etmtent to lo.so a little 
money with a good grace, that I might have tin 
opportunity in tlie mean time to say soft things, 
which are still most welcome when attended with 
good luck; but J was by no means satisfied of her 
fair play, a cireaiuiitanee that shocked me not a 
little, and greatly im)iaired my opinion of her 
disinterestedness and delicacy. However, I was 
resolved to profit by this Iw'haviour, and treat her 
ill iiiy turn witli less eereniony ; accordingly, I 
laid close, siege to her, and finding her not at all 
di.sgusted with the gross inccn.se I offered, that 
very night made a declaration of love in plain 
terms. She received my addresses with great 
gaiety, and pretended to laugh them off; but, at 
the same time, treated me with sueli particular com¬ 
placency, that I was persiuided I had made a con¬ 
quest of her heart, and concluded myself the 
liapjiiest man alive. Elevated with these flattering 
ideas, 1 sat down again to cards after su]iper, and 
with great cheerfulness suffered myself to be 
cheated of ten guineas more. 

It was late before 1 took my leave, after being 
favoured with a general invitation; and when 1 
got into bed, the adveiitnres of the day hindered 
me from sleeping. Sometimes I pleased myself 
with the hopes of {lossessing a fine woman with 
ten thousand pounds; then 1 would ruminate on 
the character I had heard of her from Hanter, and 
compare it with the eircunistaiices of her eoiiduet 


towards me, which seemed to bear too great a resem¬ 
blance to the picture he had drawn. This intro- 
dueed a melancholy reflection on the expense I had 
undergone, and the smallness of my funds to sup¬ 
port it, which, by the by, were none of my own. 
In short, I found myself involved in doubts and 
perplexities, that kept me awake the greatest part 
of tlie night 

In the morning. Strap, with whom I had not 
conversed for two days, jirescnted himself witli the 
utensils for shaving me; upon which, I asked his 
opinion of the lady whom he had seen me conduct 
to her coach at Hampstead. “ Odd 1 she’s a deli¬ 
cious creature,” cried he, “ and, as 1 am informed, 
a great fortune. 1 am sorry you did not insist on 
going home with her. 1 dare say, she would not 
have refused your company; for she seems to be a 
good-humoured soul.” “ There’s a time for all 
tilings,” said 1. “ You must know. Strap, I was in 

comjKiny with her till one o'clock thus' morning.” 

I had no sooner pronounced these words than he 
began to caper about the room, and snap his fin¬ 
gers, crying, in a trtiusport, “ The day's our own 1 
— the day’s our own!” 1 gave him to understand 
that his triumph was a little premature, and that 1 
had more dillieulties to surmount than he was 
aware of. Then I recounted to him the intelligence 
1 had received from Hanter, at which he ehanged 
colour, shook his head, and observed there was no 
faith ill woman. I told him I was resolved to make 
a bold ]iush notwithstanding, although I foresaw it 
would lead me into a great expenst'; and bade hiiii 
guess the sum I hud bust lust night at card.s. He 
suTatehed his chin, and jirotested his abhorrence of 
cards, the vei'y name of which being uientioned, 
made him sweat with vexation, a.s it reealled the 
nioiiey-droiiper to his venienibranec • “ Hut, how¬ 
ever,” said he, “ you have to do with otlier guess- 
people now. Why, I stippose, if you had a bad 
run last night, you would scarce come off for less 
than ten or twelve shiHings.” 1 was mortified tit 
this piece of simplicity, which I imagined, at that 
time, was all affected, by way of reprimand for my 
folly; and asked with some heat, if lie thought I 
spent the evening in a cellar viith ehairnien and 
hunters; giving him to know at the same time, 
that my exjiensc had amounted to eighteen guineas. 
It would require the jieneil of Hogarth to express 
the astonishment and concern of Htrap, on hearing 
this piece of news. The bason in which he was 
preparing the lather for niy chin, dropped out of 
his hands, and he remained some time immovable 
in that ludicrous attitude, with his mouth open, and 
his eyes thrust forward considerably beyond their 
station; but renicinbering my disposition, which 
was touchy and impatient of control, he smothered 
his chagrin, and attempted to recollect himself. 
■With this view, he endeavoured to laugh, but, in 
sjiite of his teeth, broke out into a whiiniier, took 
up his wash-ball and pewter pot, scrubbed my 
beard with the one, and discharged the other 
upon my face. I took no notice of his confusion, 
but after he had fully recovered himself, put him in 
mind of his right, and assured him of my readiness 
to surrender his etteets whenever he should think 
proper to demand them. He was nettled at my 
insinuation, which he thought proceeded from niy 
distrust of his friendship; and begged 1 would 
never talk to him in that strain again, unless I had 
a mind to break his heart. 

This good creature’s mialterable friendship for 
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*, affected me ■with the most grateful sentiments, 
d acted as u spur to my resolution of acquiring a 
lunc, that I might have it in my power to 
uiifest my generosity in my turn. Tor tliis pur¬ 
se i determined to bring matters to a, speedy 
nclusion with Melinda; well knowing that a few 
?\i nights as the last would effectually incapaci- 
‘ ,tc me from prosecuting that or any other advan¬ 
tageous amour. 

While my meditation was busied in planning 
out my future conduct, Mr. Banter favoured me 
with a visit; and, after breaklast, asked how I had 
passed the preceding evening. I answered, I was 
very agreeably entertained at a private house. 
“Yes,” said he, ■with a sarcastic smile, “you de¬ 
served something extraordinary for the price you 
paid.” I was Kurj>ris('d at this remark, and pre¬ 
tended ignoranee of his meaning, “('onie, come, 
Random,” continued he, “ you need not make a 
mystery of it to me, the whole town lias it. I wish 
that foolish affair betw(*en you and Hragw'ell at 
Hampstead liudbeen less public. It has set all the 
bus\-bodies at work to find out your veal <'!iaraetcr 
and situation; and you cannot inmgino what cou- 
j<*ctures have already circulated at your exjjense. 
One suspects you to be a desuit in disguise; 
another thinks }ou are an agent from the I’re- 
tender; a third believes you to be an iqistart 
gamester, because nobody knows any thing of your 
family or fortune; a fourth is of opinion that you 
«'ire an Irish fortune hunter.” Tliis last hj})othesis 
touclied me so nearly, that, to conei*al my con¬ 
fusion, I was fain to interrui>t his detail, and <1—n 
the world for an envious meddling community, 
that would not suffer a geutleinuu to live iviihout 
mole,station, Jh* took no notice of this apostrophe, 
but went on, “ For mv own part, 1 neither know, 
nor desire to know, who or what you are; tliis I 
am certain of, that few peojde make u mystery of 
their origin or situation, who can boast of any 
thing advantageous in either; and my own opinion 
of tiie matt(*r is, that you have raised yourself by 
your industry, from nothing to the ajipearanoe you 
now maintain, and which you endt'avour to sujipoit 
by som<* matrimonial scheme.” Here he fixed his 
eyes stedfastly upon me, and perceiving my face I 
oov(*red with blushes, told me, now he was con- | 
firmed in liis opinion;—“Look ye, Random,” said 
he, “ 1 have divined your plan, and am confident 
it will never succeed. You are loo honest, and too 
ignorant of the town, to practise the necessary 
cheats of your profession, and detect the conspira¬ 
cies that will be formed against you. Besides, you 
ure downright bashful—what the devil I set up for 
a fortune hunter before yon have conquered the 
sense of shame 1 Perhaps you arc entitled by your 
merit, and I believe you arc, to a richer aud better 
wife than Melinda; but, lake ray word for it, she 
is not to be won at that rate; or, if you arc so 
lucky as to carry her, between yon and me, yon 
may say as Teague did, my souly J haw gained 
a loKs I She would take care to spend licr fortune 
in a twinkling, and soon make you sick of her 
extravagance.” I was alarmed by his discourse, 
while I resented the freedom of it, and exjiressed 
my disgust, by telling him, he was mistaken in my 
intentions, and desiring he would give me leave to 
regulate my conduct according to the dictates of 
my own reason. lie made an apology for the 
liberty he had taken, and ascribed it to the warmth 
of his friendship for me; as an uncommon instance 


of which, he borrowed five guineas, assuring me, 
there were very few people in the world whom he 
would so far favour with his confidence. I gave 
him the money, and professed myself so well con¬ 
vinced of his sincerity, that he had no occasion to 
put it to such extraordinary proofs for the future, 

“ I thought,” said he, “ to have asked five pieces 
more, but hearing you was bubbled of eighteen 
last night, I presumed you might be out or cash, 
and resolved to model my demand accordingly.” 

I could not help admiring the cavalier behaviour 
of this spark, of whom I desired to know his 
reason for saying I was bubbled. He then gave 
me to understand, that, before he came to my 
lodgings, he had beat up 'I'om Tossle, who, having 
been present, informed him of the particulars, 
rehearsed all the fine things 1 said to Melinda, with 
which he proposes to entertain the towm; and, 
among other circumstances, assured him, my mis¬ 
tress elieated with so little art, that nobody but a 
mere novice could have been imposed upon. 

'rile thoughts of becoming a subject of raillery 
for coxcombs, aud losing my money to boot, stung 
me to the but I made a virtue of luy 

indignation, and swore that no man should, wdth 
impimit}', either asiierse the character of Melinda, 
or turn my behaviour into ridicule. He re]>Ucd, 
in a dry nuiniier, that! would find it an Herculean , 
task to chastise every body who w'ould laugh at my 
expense; and as for the character of Melinda, ho 
did not see how it could sufler by what was laid to 
her charge; for tliat ch<*ating at cards, far from 
being reckoned a blemish among people of fashion, 
■was looked upon as an honouralile indication of 
superior genius and a<ldress. “ lUit let us waive 
this subject,” said he, “ and go to the coffeehouse, 
iu ordiT to make a party for dinner.” 


CIIArXKU XLVllL 

Wo repair to the Coffeehouse, where we overhear a curious 
Dispute lietwwn Wagtail and Medlar, which is referred to 
our Dfcisioji—TJic Doctor ffives an ficcuunt of his Kxperi- 
ment—Medlar is runsted by lianlerat the Ordinary—The 
old Ocnlicinan's Advice to me. 

Bkino as willing to drop the theme, as ho to pro¬ 
pose it, I accompanied him thither, where ■we found 
Mr. Medlar and Dr. Wagtail disi>uting upon the 
word Cnstard, which the physician affirmed should 
be spelled with a (j\ because it was derived from 
the Latin verb gustarCy “to taste.” But Medlar 
pleaded custom in behalf of (\ observing, that, by 
the doctor’s rule, we ought to change pudding into 
budding, because it is derived from the French 
word Baadui; and in tliat case why not retain the 
original orihograjihy and pronunciation of all the 
foreign words we have adopted; by which means 
our language would become a dissonant jargon, 
without standard or ^iropriety. 'I'lie controversy 
was referred to us; and Banter, not'wdthstanding 
his real opinion to the contrary, decided it in favour 
of Wagtail: upon which the peevish annuitant 
arose, aud uttering the monosjliable “PishI” with 
great emphasis, removed to another table. 

We then imjuired of the doctor what iirogresshe 
had made in the experiment of distilling tinder- 
water; and he told us he had been at all the glass¬ 
houses about town, hut could find nobody who 
w'ould undertake to blow a retort large enough to 
hold the third part of the quantity prescribed; but 
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he intended to try the process on as much as would 
produce five drops, which would he sufficient to 
prove the specific, and then he would make it a 
parliamentary affair; that he had already purchased 
a considerable weight of rags, in reducing which to 
tinder, he had met with a misfortune, which had 
obliged him to change his lodgings; for he had 
gathered them in a heap on the floor, and set fire 
to them with a candle, on the supposition that the 
boards would sustain no damage, because it is the 
nature of flame to ascend; but by some very ex¬ 
traordinary accident, the wood was invaded, and 
began to blaze with great violence, wliich disor¬ 
dered him so much, that he had not presence of 
mind enough to call ffir assistance, and the whole 
house must have been consumed, with him in the 
midst of it, had not the smoke that rolled out of tlie 
windows in clouds, alarmed the neighbourhood, 
and brought people to his succour. That he had 
lost a pair of black velvet breeches and a tic wig in 
the hurry, besides the expense of the rags, which 
were rendered useless by the water used to quench 
the flame, and the damage of the floor, which he was 
compelled to repair. That his landlord, believing 
him distracted, had insisted on his quitting his apart¬ 
ment at a minute’s warning, and he was put to incre¬ 
dible inconvenience; but now he was settled in a 
very comfortable house, and had the use of a large 
paved yard for preparing his tinder: so that he hoped 
in a very short time to reap the fruits of his labour. 

After having congratulated the doctor on his 
prospect, and read the papers, we repaired to an 
auction of pictures, where we entertained ourselves 
an hour or two. hVom thence we adjourned to the 
Mall, and after two or three turns, went back to 
dinner, llanter assuring us, that he intended to 
roast Medlar at tlic ordinaij; and, indeed, we 
were no sooner set than this Cynic began to exe¬ 
cute .his purpose, by telling the old gentleman, that 
he looked extremely well, considering the little 
sleep lie had enjoyed last night. To this compli¬ 
ment Medlar made no reply but by a stare, accom¬ 
panied with a significant grin;—and Tianter went 
on thus: “ I don’t know whether most to admire, 
the charity of your mind, or the vigour of your 
body. Upon my soul, Mr. Medlar, you do ge¬ 
nerous things with the best taste of any man I 
know: you extend your compassion to real objeets, 
and exact only such returns as they are capable of 
making. You must know, gentlemen,” said he, 
turning to the company, “ } had been up most part 
of tlie night with a friend who is ill of a fever, and 
on my return home this morning ehaneed to pass 
by a gin shop still open, whence issued a confused 
sound of mirth and jollity; upon which I popped 
in my head, and perceived Mr. Medlar dancing 
bare-headed in the midst of ten or twenty ragged 
hunters, who rejoiced at his expense. But indeed, 
Mr. Medlar, you ought not to sacrifice your con¬ 
stitution to your benevolence. Consider you grow 
old apace; and therefore have a reverend care of 
your health, which must certainlybe very much 
impaired by these nocturnal expeditions.” The 
testy senior could no longer contain himself, but 
cried hastily, “ ’Tis well known that your tongue 
is no slander.” “ I think,” said tlie other, “ you 
might spare that observation, as you are very sen¬ 
sible, that my tongue has done you signal service 
on many occasions. You may remember that 
when you made your addresses to the fat widow, 
who kept a public house at Islington, there was a 


report spread very much to the prejudice of your 
manhood, which coming to the ears of your mis¬ 
tress, you was discardt^d immediately, and I brought 
matters to a reconciliation, by assuring her you 
had three bastards at nurse in the country: how 
you ruined your own affair afterwards, it is neither 
my business nor inclination to relate.” This anec¬ 
dote, which had no other foundation than in Ban¬ 
ter’s own invention, afl’orded a good deal of mirth 
to every body present, and provoked Mr. Medlar 
beyond all sufferance; so that he started up in a 
mighty passion, and, forgetting that his mouth was 
full, bespattered those who sat next to him, while 
he discharged his indignation in a volley of oaths, 
and called Banter insignificant puppy, impertinent 
jackanapes, and an hundred such appellations; 
telling the company, he had invented these false 
malicious aspersions, because he would not lend 
him money to squander away among rooks and 
whores. •* A very likely story,” said Banter, “ that 
I should attempt to borrow money of a man who is 
obliged to practise a thousand shifts to make his 
weekly allowance hold out till Saturday night. 
Sometimes he sleeps four and twenty hours at a 
stretch, by which means he saves three meals, be¬ 
sides coffeehouse expense. Sometimes he is fain 
to put up with bread and cheese and small beer 
for dinner; and sometimes he regales on twopenny 
worth of ox-cheek in a cellar.” “You are a lying 
miscreant,” cried Medlar, in an ecstacy of rage, “ t 
ean alwavs command money enough to pay your 
tailor’s bill, which I am sure is no trifle; and I 
have a good mind to give you a convincing proof 
of my circumstances, by prosecuting you for de¬ 
famation. sirrah.” By this time the violence of his 
wrath had deprived him of his ajipetite, and he sat 
silent, unable to swallow one mouthful, while his 
tormentor enjoyed his mortification and increased 
his chagrin, by advising him to lay in plentifully 
for his next day’s fast 

Dinner being ended, we came down stairs to the 
coffee-room, and Banter went away to keep an 
appointment, saying, he supposed he should see 
Wagtail and me in the evening at the Bedford cof 
feehouse. He was no sooner gone, than the old 
gentleman took me aside, and said, he was sorry to 
sec me so intimate with that fellow, who was one of 
the most graceless rakes about town, and had al¬ 
ready wasted a good estate and constitution upon 
harlots; that he had been the ruin of mimy a young 
man, by introducing them into debauched company, 
and setting a lewd example of all manner of wicked¬ 
ness ; and that, unless 1 was on my guard, he would 
strip me in a short time both of niy money and 
reputation. 1 thanked him for his information, and 
promised to conduct myself accordingly, wishing, 
however, his caution had been a few hours more 
early, by which means I might have saved five 
guineas. Notwithstanding this intelligence, 1 was 
inclinable to impute some part of the charge to 
Medlar’s revenge for the liberties taken with him 
at dinner; and, therefore, as soon as I could dis¬ 
engage myself, applied to Wagtail for his opinion 
of the character in question; resolved to compare 
their accounts, allowing for the prejudice of each, 
and to form my judgment upon both, without ad¬ 
hering strictly to either. The doctor assured me. 
that he was a very pretty gentleman of family and 
fortune; a scholar, a wit, a critic, and perfectly well 
acquainted with the town; that his honour and 
I courage were unquestionable, though some er.trava- 
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gances he had been puilty of, and his talents for 
satire, had procured him enemies, and made some 
people shy of his acquaintance. From these dif¬ 
ferent sketches, I concluded that Banter was a 
young fellow of some parts, who had spent his 
fortune, hut retained his appetites, and f^len out 
witli the world, because he could not enjoy it to 
his wish. 

I went to the Bedford coffeehouse in the evening, 
where I met my friends, from thence proceeded to 
the play, and afterwards carried them home to my 
lodgings, where we supped in great good humour. 


CHAPTER XLIX. 

1 receive a Challenge—The Consequences of it—The Quarrel 
being made up, am put m Arrest, by the Care and AtTcction 
of Straj)—But immediately released upon explaining my 
Affair—The Behaviour of Mr. Oregan and his two p’riends 
.—I visit Melinda, whuin I divert with an Account of the 
Duel—Propose Marriage—,She refer.-* the Matter to her 
Mother, of whom 1 make a solemn demand ol tier Daughter 
—The old Lady’s Behaviour—I am discarded—Kesent theii 
Disdain. 

When I was ready to go abroad next day, ,Strap 
brought me a letter. To Mr. Jiandvm, Esi/. Those 
—Which, upou opening, 1 found contained a chal¬ 
lenge, conceived in these very extraordinary terms: 

‘Sib,—'W herca.s I am informed that you make love to 
Miss Melinda (iuosetrap—This is to let you know that she is 
under promise of nioniage to me; and that I am at this 
present waiting at the hack of Montague House, with a pair 
of gotid pistols in my hand; and il you will keep your ap¬ 
pointment, 1 will make your tongue cunfess (after the hreuth 
IS out of your hudy) that you du not deserve tier so well as 
"Veurs, 8:e. “Kouhk Obkoas." 

I guessed fVom the style and suhscription of this 
tiiilet, tliat my rival was a true Milesian, and was 
not a little uneasy at the contents, especially that 
part in which he tuiserted his right to my mistress 
by promise, a circnmstance I did not know how to 
reconcile to her good sense and penetration. How¬ 
ever, this was no time for me to decline the defiance, 
because the success of my addresses might in a great 
measure depend ttpon my hehaviour in that affair. 
I therefore immediately loaded my pistols, and 
betook myself in a hackney coaclt to the place 
apiKiinted, wliere I found a tall raw-boned man, 
with a hard-featured countenance, and black bushy 
beard, walking by himself, wrapped up in a shabby 
great eoat, over wliich his own hair descended in a 
.‘eathern queue, from liis head, tliat was covered 
with a greasy liat trimmed with a tarnished point 
il’Espagnc. He no sooner perceived me advancing, 
than he pulled a pistol from his bosom, and pre¬ 
senting it at me, snapped it witliout the least pre¬ 
amble. Alanned at this rude salutation, 1 made a 
stand; and before he could adjust his other piece, 
fired one of mine at him, witliout doing any damage. 
By this time he was ready with his second, that 
flashed in the pan without going off. Upon which 
he called, with a true Tipperary cadence, “Eire 
away, honey,”—and began to hammer his flint with 
great deliberation. But 1 was resolved to make use 
of the advantage fortune had given me; and there¬ 
fore stepped up, without throwing away my fire, 
desiring him to ask his life, or prepare for another 
world; but this stout Hibernian refused to con- 
de^end, and complained bitterly of my having 
quitted my ground before he could return my shot; 
saying 1 ought to go hack to my station, and let him 


have an equal chance with me. I endeavoured to 
persuade him that I had given him a double chance 
already; and it was my business to prevent him 
from enjoying a third;—hut now, since I had an 
opportunity, I demanded a parley, and desired to 
know his condition, and reason for calling me to 
the field, who, to the best of my remembrance, far 
from having done him an injury, had never before 
seen him. He told me, that he was a gentleman of 
fortune, who had spent all be had, and hearing that 
Melinda hod got ten thousand pounds, he intended 
to make himself master of that sum by espousing 
her, and was determined, in an honourable way, to 
cut the throats of all those who stood between him 
and his hopes. 1 then demanded to know the 
foundation of his hopes; and, now that 1 had seen 
him, being more and more astonished at the cir¬ 
cumstance of the promise, desired that he would 
explain that mystery. He gave me to understand, 
that he trusted entirely to his birth and personal 
merit; that he hail frequently written to Melinda, 
setting forth his claim and pretensions, hut she was 
never kind enough to send an answer, or even to 
admit him into lier presence; and that the promise 
he mentioned in his letter was made by his friend 
Mr. Gahagan, who assured liim, that no woman 
could resist a man of his appearanee. I could not 
forbear laughing to excess at tl*: simplicity of my 
rival, who did not seem to relish my mirth, but be¬ 
gan to be very serious. Upon which I endeavoured 
to appease him, by giving him my word and honour, 
tha^ far from prejudicing his addresses to the lady, 
I would represent him to her in the most favourable 
light 1 could witli any regard to truth; hut he must 
not be surprised if she should remain blind to hU 
deserts, for nothing was mure caprie.ious than a 
woman’s mind, and the affection of that sex was 
seldom purchased with virtue alone. That my de¬ 
claration might have the better effect, I took notice 
of his dishabille, and professing sorrow at seeing a 
gentleman reduced, slipped two guineas into his 
hand; at sight of which he threw away bis pistols, 
and, hugging me in his arms, cried, “Arrah, by 
Jesus now, you are the best friend T have met with 
these seven long years.” When 1 had suffered some 
minutes in his embrace, he quitted me, and picking 
up his rusty arms, wished the devil might bum him 
if he should give me any further trouble about 
womankind. 

The quarrel being thus amicably composed, I 
begged leave to look at bis pistols, which 1 found 
so crazy and so foul, that 1 believe it was happy for 
him neither of them was discharged, for one of them 
would certainly have split in the going off, and he 
would, in all probability, have lost his hand in the 
explosion; but what gave me a lively idea of the 
man’s character was to find, upon examination, that 
one of them had been loaded without being primed, 
and the other primed without a eliarge. 

While we walked home together, I expressed a 
desire of knowing my friend’s history ; and he in- 
fonned me of his having served in the German 
anny as a volunteer against the Turks; that, for 
his behaviour at the siege of Belgrade, he had been 
honoured with an ensign’s commission, and after¬ 
words promott“d to the rank of lieutenant, in which 
station it was his misfortune to affront his captain, 
who challenged him to the field, and was killed in 
tile duel, upon which he was obliged to retreat;— 
that he had been in England some years soliciting 
his friends for provision in tlie British army; hut 
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being liitherto unsuccessful, was desired by Mr. 
Gahagan to turn his thoughts to matrimony, and 
make his fortune by an advantageous match; in 
consequence of which advice, he had made up to 
Melinda, and having heard, by means of an Irish 
footman in the family, that I was her chief favourite, 
had called me out, in hopes of removing by my 
death the greatest obstruction to his desires; but 
now he was convinced of my honour and gene¬ 
rosity, he swore by the blessed Virgin, he would 
think of her no more, if there was not another 
woman in llie world. As a further proof of his 
veracity, w'hich I did not at all doubt, he opened an 
old iron snuff-box, and pulled out his commission 
in the Imperial army, and his captain’s challenge, 
which he preserved us testimonials of his character. 
I was so well convinced of this poor man’s honesty 
and courage, that I determined to speak in his 
behalf to some of my acquaintance, who might re¬ 
commend his case to the consideration of those who 
could pnividc for him; and in the mean time to 
accommodate him with a few clothes, by which his 
appearance would be nuieb mended, and himself 
enabled to renew bis solicitations in jjerson. 

As we walked aknig, conversing socially together, 
we were irjet by a file of musUeteers, and Strap at 
their head, wdio no sooner a])proaehed, than, with 
a frantic look, he ci^d, “ Seize them! —in the name 
of God 1 seize them.”—We were accordingly sur¬ 
rounded, and put in arrest by the corporal, who 
was commanding olficev; but C'aptaiu Oregan dis¬ 
engaged himself, and ran with such speed towards 
Tottenham-court-road, that he w'as out of sight in 
a moment. When my arms were dtdivered up, 
and myself secured, btrap became u little more 
composed, and asked pardon for the liberty he had 
taken, whieh he hoped 1 would excuse, as it }n*o- 
cceded from his affection. lie tfien told me, that, 
suspecting the letter (whieh by the b} e was brought 
by the author himself) contained something extra¬ 
ordinary, he had pee})ed through the key-hole, and 
seen me load my })isiols ; upon which he ran down 
to Whitehall, and applied to tlie officer on guard for 
a party to pul me in arrest; hut hefore he returned, 
I was gone in a coach ; that he had iiupiired which 
way 1 weut, and having iieard that duels were 
commonly fought at the back of Montague-house, 
he conducted the guard to this i>lacc, where he 
thanked (iod for having found me safe and sound. 
1 gave him to understand, that I forgave his offi¬ 
cious concern for once, but cautioned him in pretty 
severe terms, of making me the subject of idle 
conversation for the future; then, tui-ning to the 
corporal, thanked him for his cure, and gave him 
a crown to drink with his men, assuring him that 
the rencontre was over long before he came up, and 
every thing compromised, as he might observe by 
our behaviour; as a farther proof of which he 
would find, upon examination, that one of my 
pistols had been discharged ;--but this civil person, 
without giving himself or me any further trouble, 
received the bounty with a thousand hows and ac¬ 
knowledgments, aud returning the pistols, released 
me immediately. 

He was not gone a hundred yards, when my 
friend Oregan came up, in order to rescue me, with 
two tatter-demalions whom he had engaged for 
that purpose about the purlieus of St. Giles’s : one 
of them was armed with a musket that wanted a 
lock, and another with a rusty broad sword; but 
their dress surpassed all description. When he 


understood I was already free, he made an apology 
for his abrupt departure, and introduced me to hm 
two companions: first, to counsellor Fitz-elahber, 
who, he told me, w'as then employed in compiling 
a history of the kings of Munster, from Irish ma¬ 
nuscripts; and then to his friend Mr. Gahagan, 
who was a profound philosopher and politician, and 
had projected many excellent schemes for the good 
of his country. Hut it s<*ems these literati hud been 
very ill rewarded for their ingenious labours ; ibr 
between them both there was but one shirt and a 
half pair of breeches. 1 thanked them very kindly 
for their readiness to assist me, aud having offered 
my service in my turn, bade them good morrow, 
d<*siring ()regan to accompany me to my lodgings, 
where 1 k‘ was fitted with decent clothes from my 
■wardrobe, so much to his salisfaetion, that he swore 
eternal gratitude and friendvsliip for me, and, at my 
re(juest, recounted all the adventures of his lite. 

ill the afternoon I waited on Melinda, who re¬ 
ceived me with great kindness and familiarity, and 
laughed excessively at my adventure with the 
Irishman, to whose -wishes she was no stranger, 
having more than a dozen letters in h<’r po.s.si-ssion, 
w hieh he ha<l wrote to her on the subjt‘et c)f love, 
and which, for my entertainment, site sulmiifted to 
my perusal. Having made ourselves merry at the 
expense of this poor admirer, 1 seizi'd tlu‘ ojqxir- 
tunity of her mother's going out of liie room, and 
introduced my own jiassion, whieh 1 ri*eommended 
to her with all the ardour and idoijueiiee I -was 
master of. J fiattered, sighed, and sw'ore, entreated, 
ami acted a thousand extravagances, in ho]H*s of 
making some iin])ression on her heart; but she 
heard every thing 1 said without discovering tlie 
least emotion; and other company came in, heibre 
she would vouchsafe one serious reply. After tea, 
the cards were brought in, according to eustom, 
and it was my good fortune to iuive jMelimla for 
my partner; by which means, instead of losing, I 
came otf witli five guineas clear gain. 

1 soon became aeiiuainted with a good many 
people of fashion, and spent my lime in the modish 
diversion of the town, such as jdays, ojicras, mas¬ 
querades, drums, assemblies, and }>uj>pet-shows; 
chie-Hy in company with IMclinda, whom I culti¬ 
vated with ail the eagerness and address tliat my 
prospect could inspire, and my eduealioii afford ; I 
sfiared neither my person nor my purse, to gratify 
her vanity and priile; iny rivals were intimidated, 
aud indet'd outshone; and, after all, I began to fear 
that the dear creature had not a heart to lose. At 
Just, finding myself unable to support the expeiis<‘ 
of this amour much longer, j was determined to 
bring the matter to a crisis; and one evening, 
while we were together by ourselves, complained 
of her indifference, describetl the tortures of sus¬ 
pense to a lovesick mind, and ])ress<*d her to dis¬ 
close her sentiments of imitriniony and me, with 
such earnestness, tliat she could not, with all her 
art, shift the subject, hut was obliged to come to an 
eelaircissement. SIh‘ told me with a careless air, 
that she had no objection to my person, and, if J 
could satisfy her mother in other particulars, I 
should not find her averse to the match ; hut she 
was resolved to do nothing in sneh a momeiitotis 
concern, without the advice and consent of her 
parent. This was no very agreeable declaration 
to me, whose aim had been to win her inclination 
firtit, and then secure my conquest by a private 
marriage, to whieli I flattered myself she would 



RODERICK: RANDOM. 


109 


express no reluctance. That I might not, however, 
desert my cause before it was desperate, I waited 
on her mother, and witli great formality demanded 
the daughter in marriage. The good lacly, who 
was a very notable woman, behaved with great 
state and civility ; thanked me for the honour 1 
intended her family; and said, that she did not 
doubt that 1 was in all respects qualified to make a 
woman hap])y; but it concerned her, as a parent 
anxious about the welfare of her child, to iruiuire 
into the particulars of my fortune, and know what 
settleiuent T projiosed to make. I'o this intimation, 
which would have utterly disconcerted me if 1 had 
not expeefed it, I replied, without hesitation, that, 
though m^ fortune was very small, T w'as a gentle¬ 
man by birth and education, would maintain her 
(laughftT in the sjihere of a gentlewoman, and 
settle her own dowry on her and her heirs for 
ever. 'I'liis careful matron did not 8<‘em to relish 
my proposal, but observed, with a demure counte¬ 
nance, that there was no necessity for settling that 
iijion iicr child which was her own already : how¬ 
ever, if I pleased, her lawyer should confer with 
mine upon the matter ; and, in the mean time, she 
desired I would favour her with the perusal of my 
rent-roll. Notwitlisfanrling tlie vexation T was 
under, 1 could scarce forbear laughing in her face, 
at tlu* mention of my rent-roll, whicli w’as, indeed, a 
severe piece of satire on my pretensions. I frankly 
owned 1 had no landed estate; and told her, that 
I could not (‘xactly specify the sum I was masf(T 
of, until I had regulated my affairs, wliieh were at 
])resent in some disorder; but that I would lake 
an opportunity of satisfying her upou that head 
very soon. 

It was not bmg before 1 took my leave, and 
returned to my lodgings in a very melancholy 
mood, persuad(*d that 1 had nothing more to expect 
from that (juarter. 1 was confirmed in this opinion 
next day, when 1 went back with a view of ex¬ 
plaining myself more fully to the old gentlewoman; 
and was told by the footman, that his ladies were 
not at home, although 1 had seen Melinda through 
tlie hlindi at. tlie jiarlour window, as 1 went up to 
the door. lneeh\ed at this atfront, I (juitted the 
door, without huying one woni, ami as 1 repass(*(l 
the parlour, Imwi-d to Mis.s, who still remained in 
the same situation, securely screened, as she 
thonpht, from a iew. 

This disappointment gave me more uneasiness 
on Strap's aeeount, than my own ; for I was in no 
danger of d^ing for love of Melinda; on the eon- 
trarv, the remeinhranee of my charming Narcissa 
was a eontimial cheek ujkhi my eonseicnee, during 
the whoh* eoiirsi* oi‘ my addresses; and perhaps 
contributed to the bad success of my scheme, 
by controlling my raptures, and condemning my 
design. 

There was a necessity for informing my com¬ 
panion of every thing that happened to me, and I 
performed this piece of duty in analfected passion, 
swearing I would be his packhorse no longer, and 
desiring him to take the management of Ids affairs 
into his own hands. This finesse had the desired 
effect; for, instead of grumbling over my mis¬ 
carriage, >Strap was frightened at the passion 1 
feigned, and begge<l me, for the love of (rod, to be 
appeased ; observing, that, although we had suffered 
a great loss, it was not irreparable ; and if fortune 
frowned to-day, she might perhaps smile to-morrow. 
I pretended to acquiesce in his remarks, praise his 


equanimity, and promise to improve by misfortune, 
lie, on the other hand, pretended to be perfectly 
well satisfied >vith my conduct, and conjured me to 
follow the dictates of my own reflection ; but, in 
spite of all his affectation, I perceived his inward 
affliction, and his visage sensibly increased in 
longitude from that day. 

CnAPTER L. 

I long to be revenged on Melinda—Apply to Banter for 
his Assistance—He contrives a Scheme for that Purpose, 
which 1 * put in Execution w'ith great Success—1 make an 
Attempt o?i the Heart of Miss Gripewell, but am dis¬ 
appointed—Grow melancholy at my Disappointment, and 
have recourse to the Bottle—Receive a Billet doux—Am 
ravished w'ith the Contents—Bind myself involved in an 
Intrigue, which I imagined would make my Fortune—Ain 
confounded atmy Mistake, which banishes all Thoughts of 
Matrimony. 

In the mean time, iny attention was wholly en¬ 
grossed in search of another mistress and the desire 
of being revenged on Melinda, in both which 
schemes I was very much assisted by Billy Chatter, 
who was such a necessary creature among the 
ladies, that in all private dances he engaged the 
men. To liim therefore I applied, desiring he would 
introduce me to a partner of some figure at the 
next jirivate assembly, for the Rake of'a frolic, the 
intention of w'hich I would afterwards communicate. 
Billy, who had heard something of the diflerenee 
between Melinda and me, immediately smoked 
l>art of niy design, and thinking T only wanted to 
alarm her jealousy a little, promised to gratify my 
desire, by matching me with a partner worth thirty 
thousand jiounds, whom the ladies of this end of the 
town had lately taken under their inanagement 
and iirotcction. ITpon further inquiry, I found this 
person's name was Miss Biddy Gripewell; that her 
father, who had been a pawnbroker, died intestate, 
by whicli means all his substance descended to his 
(laughter, who was so little a favourite, that, could 
the old man have prevailed with his own rapacious 
disposition to part with as much moiuw as would 
have jiaid the expense of a will, she would have 
inherited a sixth part of his fortune; that, during 
his life, fur from being educated in a way suitable 
to sucii great cx])cctations, she was obliged to live 
like a servant ■wench, and do tlu‘ most menial ofiices 
in the family. But bis funeral was no sooner per¬ 
formed, then she assumed the fine Iad>, and found 
so many p(‘ople of both sexes to flatter, caress, and 
instruct Inn*, that, for "N^'ant of discretion and ex¬ 
perience, slic was grown insufferably vain and 
arrogant, and pretinidcd to no less than a duke or 
earl at least lor lu*r husband, 'rhat she had the 
uiisfovtunc to be neglected hy the English quality, 
hut a certain poor Scottish lord "uas tlicn making 
interest to h<* iiitnKliiccd to her actpiaintance. In 
the mean time, she was fallen into the hands of a 
notable lady, -who had already disjiosed of her to a 
lieutenant of fool, a distant relation of her lady¬ 
ship’s, though IVliss, as yet, knew nothing of the 
affair. And, lastly, that, if I proposed to dance 
with her, T must give him leave to ri»present me as 
a knight or foreign count ut least. I was ravished 
at this piece of information, and consented, for one 
night, to personate a Trench marquis, that I miglit 
the easier fulfil my revenge. 

Having made the appointment with Chatter, I 
went to Banter’s lodgings, as 1 had by this time 
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conceived a great opinion of his penetration and 
knowledge, and, after I had enjoined secrecy, 
told him every circumstance of my disgrace with 
Melinda, and imparted the plan 1 had projected to 
mortify that proud coquette, desiring his advice in 
improving, and assistance in executing the scheme. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to his misan¬ 
thropical temper, than an account of her behaviour 
and my resentment. He applauded ray resolution, 
and proposed that I should not only provide myself 
with a proper partner, but also procure such an one 
for Miss Goosetrap as should infallibly entail upon 
her the ridicule of all her acquaintance. For this 
purpose he mentioned his barber, who, he said, was 
an exceeding coxcomb, lately come from Paris, 
whose absurd ali’eetation and grimace would easily 
pass upon her for the sprightly politesse of a 
gentleman improved by travel. I hugged him for 
this hint; and he assured me, it would be no 
difficult matUT to make him believe, that Melinda, 
having seen him by accident, was captivated by his 
appearance, and longed for his acquaintance. He 
actually engaged him on this pretence, and painted 
his go^ fortune in such colours, that the poor 
shaver was quite beside himself with joy. He was 
immediately fitted with a tawdry suit of clothes 
belonging to Ranter, and by him recommended to 
Chatter, as a very pretty fellow just returned from 
his travels. M r. Billy, who acted as a gentleman 
usher to a great many of the fair sex in and about 
town, undertook at once to bespeak Melinda in his 
behalf; and every thing happened according to 
my wish. 

At the time appointed, I appeared dressed to the 
best advantage; and, in the character of Marquis, 
had the honour of opening the ball with the rich 
heiress, who attracted the eyes of the whole com¬ 
pany, by the prodigious number of jewels with 
which she was adorned. Among others, I perceived 
Melinda, who could no more conceal her envy than 
astonishment at my success. Her curiosity was 
still more flagrant and tormenting, for she had never 
seen Miss Gripewell before; and Chatter, who alone 
.’ould give her any satisfaction on that head, was 
engaged in conversation at the other end of the 
room. 1 observed her impatience, and exulted in 
her chagrin; and after my partner was set, took the 
opportunity of passing by her to make a slight bow 
without stopping; which completed my triumph 
and her indignation. She changed colour, bridled 
up, assumed an air of disdain, and flirted her fan 
with such a fury, that it went to pieces in a moment, 
to the no small entertainment of those who sat near 
and observed her. 

At length the metamorphosed barber took her 
out, and acted his part with such ridiculous extra¬ 
vagance, that the mirth of the whole company was 
excited at his expense, and his partner so much 
ashamed, that, before the country-dances began, 
she retired in great confusion, under pretence of 
being taken suddenly ill, and was followed by her 
gallant, who, no doubt, imagined her indisposition 
was nothing but love; and laid hold of the occasion 
of conducting her home, to comfort her, with an 
assurance of his entertaining a reciprocal passion. 
They were no sooner gone, than an inquisitive 
wliispcr of “ Who is he ? ” ran round the room; and 
Chatter could give no other intelligence about him, 
than that he was a man of fortune just returned 
from his travels. I, who alone was acquainted with 
his real quality, affected ignorance, well knowing 


that female curiosity would not rest satisfied with 
such a general account, and that the discovery 
would proceed with a better grace from anybody 
than me. 

Meanwhile, I was tempted ^ the richness of the 
prize, to practise upon Miss Gripe well’s heart, but 
soon found it too well fortified with pride and 
indifference to yield to any efforts in my own 
character, and I neither would nor could preserve 
the title I had borrowed longer than that night. 

As I expected, every thing came to light next 
day. The barber, in pure simplicity of heart, de¬ 
tected himself to Melinda, and discovered the 
foundation of his hopes. She sickened at the af¬ 
front, and was ashamed to show her face in public 
for many weeks after this accident. Poor Chatter 
found it impossible to justify himself to her satis¬ 
faction ; was in utter disgrace with Miss Gripewell, 
for having imposed me upon her as a nobleman; 
and suffered very much in his character and in¬ 
fluence among the ladies in general. 

F’inding my finances diminished more than one 
half, and my project as little advanced as on the 
first day of my arrival in town, I began to despair 
of my success, and grew melancholy at the pros¬ 
pect of approaching want. To dispel the horrors 
of this fiend, I had recourse to the bottle, and kept 
more company than ever. I became particularly 
attached to the playhouse, conversed with the 
actors behind the scenes, grew acquainted with a 
body of Templars, and in a short time commenced 
a professed wit and critic. Indeed I may say. 
without vanity, that I was much better qualified 
than any one of my companions, who were, gene¬ 
rally speaking, of all the creatures 1 ever con¬ 
versed with, the most Ignorant and assuming. By 
means of these avocations, 1 got the better of care, 
and learned to separate my ideas in such a manner, 
that whenever 1 was attacked by a gloomy reflec¬ 
tion, I could shove it aside, and call in some agree¬ 
able reverie to my assistance. This was not the 
case with Stra]), who practised a thousand shifts to 
conceal the sorrow that preyed upon his carcase, 
and reduced him to the resemblance of a mere 
skeleton. 

While I thus posted, in a thoughtless manner, 
towards poverty, 1 one day received, by the ])cuny- 
post, a letter written in a woman’s hand, containing 
a great many high-flown com])liraents, warm protes¬ 
tations of love, couched in a very poetical style, 
an earnest desire of knowing whether or not my 
heart was engaged, by leaving an answer at a cer¬ 
tain place, directed to K. B. and the whole sub¬ 
scribed, “Your incognita.” I was transported 
with joy on reading the contents of this billet doux, 
which I admired as a masterpiece of tenderness 
and elegance, and was already up to the ears in 
love with the author, whom my imagination repre¬ 
sented as a lady of fortune, in the bloom of youth 
and beauty. Elevated with this conjecture, 1 went 
to work, and exhausted my invention in composing 
an answer suitable to the sublimity of her style, 
and the ardour of her sentiments. 1 expressed my 
admiration of her wit in terms the most hyper¬ 
bolical; and, while X acknowledged myself un¬ 
worthy of her regard, declared myself enamoured 
of her understanding; and, in the most pathetic 
manner, implored the honour of an interview. 
Having finished this performance, and communi¬ 
cated It to Strap, who skipped about for joy, I 
despatched him with it to the place appointed. 
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which was the house of a milliner not far from 
Bond-street, and desired him to keep watch near 
the door for some time, that he might discover the 
person who should call for it In less than an hour 
he returned with a joyful countenance, and told me, 
that soon after he had delivered the letter, a chair¬ 
man was called, to whom it was given, with directions 
to carry it to the house of a rich gentleman in the 
neighbourhood, whither he (Strap) followed him, 
and saw it put into the liands of a waiting woman, 
who paid the messenger, and shut the door. That, 
upon inquiry at an alehouse hard by, where he 
called for a pint of beer, he understood, the gentle¬ 
man to whom the house belonged had an only 
daughter, very handsome, who would inherit his 
whole estate, and who certainly was the author of 
the billet I had received. 1 was of the same 
opinion, and hugging myself in the happy prospect, 
dressed immediately, and passed in great state by 
the house that contained my unknown admirer. 
N or was my vanity disappointed; for I perceived 
a beautiful young creature standing at one of the 
windows of the dining-room, who, I imagined, ob¬ 
served Tue with more than common curio.sity. 
That I might indulge her view, and at the same 
time feast my own, 1 affected to stop, and gave 
orders to Strap, in the street, just opposite to her 
station, by which means 1 had an opportunity of 
seeing her more distinctly, and of congratulating 
myself on having made a conquest of so much per¬ 
fection. Ins few minutes she retired, and I betook 
myself to the ordinary', in a rapture of hope, which 
deprived me of appetite for that meal, and sent me 
home in the evening to indulge my eonteinplation. 

Early next day, I wtus favoured with another 
epistle from my unknown charmer, signify ing her 
unutterable joy at the receipt of mine, which, while 
it made a tender of my heart, convineod her of the 
value of it. Above all things, she professed ex¬ 
treme jileasure in finding me so inueh attached to 
her understanding, a circumstance tlmt not only 
flattered her in tlie most sensible part, hut at the 
same time argued my own sagacity. As for the 
interview I desired, she assured me, that I could 
not he more eager for such an occasion than she; 
but she must not only sacrifice a little more to de¬ 
corum, but be satisfied of my honourable intentions, 
before she wottld gr.mt that request; meanwhile, 
she gave me to understand, that although she might 
owe some deference to the opitiion of certain per¬ 
sons, she was resolved, in an affair that so nearly 
concerned her happiness, to consult her own in¬ 
clination, preferahle to the advice of the whole 
world; especially as she was urged to such conde¬ 
scension by no consideration of fortune, what she 
depended upon being her own without restriction or 
control. Struck with admiration at the philosophy 
and self-denial of my mistress, who seemed insen¬ 
sible of the beauty she possessed, and, in particular, 
ravished with that piece of intelligence, by which I 
learned her fortune was independent, 1 resumed the 
pen, launched out into encomiums on the dignity 
of her sentiments, affected to undervalue the charms 
of external beauty, pretended to ground my passion 
on the qualities of her mind, complained of her 
rigour in sacrificing my repose to an over-scru¬ 
pulous regard to decorum, and declared the purity 
of my designs in the most solemn and pathetic 
vows. This performance being sealed and directed, 
WB» sent to the place appointed, by Strap, who, that 
WB might be still the more confirmed in our belief. 


renewed his watch, and in a little time brought back 
the same information as before, with this addition, 
that Miss Sparkle (the name of my correspondent), 
looking out at the window, no sooner saw the mes¬ 
senger arrive, than she shut the casement in a sort 
of beautiful confusion, and disappeared j eager, no 
doubt, to hear from the dear object of her love. 

My doubts now vanished, the, long-expected port 
appeared, and I looked upon myself as perfectly 
secure of that happiness I had been in quest of so 
long. After dinner, I sauntered, in company with 
Doctor Wagtail, to that part of the town in which 
my inamorata lived ; and as he was a mere register, 
inquired of him into the name, character, and for¬ 
tune of every body who possessed a good house 
in the streets through which we passed; when 
it came to his turn to mention Sir John Sparkle, 
he represented him as a man of an immen.se estate, 
and narrow disposition, who mewed up his only 
child, a fine young lady, from the conversation of 
mankind, under the strict watch and inspection of 
an old govornante, who was either so honest, en¬ 
vious, or insatiable, that nobody had been, as yet, 
able to make her a friend, or get access to her 
charge, though numbers attempted it every day; 
not so much on account of her expectations from 
her father, who, being a widower, might marry 
again, and have .sons, as for a fortune of twelve 
thousand pounds left her by an uncle, of which she 
could not be deprived. I'his piece of news exactly 
tallying with the last part of the letter 1 had been 
honoured with in the morning, had such an effect 
on me, that any man, except Wagtail, might have 
observed my emotion; but his attention was too 
much engrossed by the contemplation of his own 
imiiortance, to suffer him to be affected with the 
deportment of any other body, unless it happened 
to be so particular, that he could not help taking 
notice of it. 

When 1 had disengaged myself from him, whose 
conversation grew insipid to me, I went home and 
made Strap acquainted with the fruit of my re- 
.searches. This faithful squire was almost choked 
with transports, .and even wept with joy; but whe¬ 
ther on .account of himself or me, 1 shall not pre¬ 
tend to determine. Next day a third billet doux 
was brought to me, containing many expressions 
of tenderness, mingled with some affecting doubts, 
about the artifice of man, the inconstancy of y outh, 
and tlie jealousy often attending the mo.st sincere 
pa.ssion; withal desiring 1 would excuse her, if she 
should try me a little longer, before .she declared 
herself beyond the power of retracting. Tlic.se in¬ 
teresting scruples added fuel to my flame, and im¬ 
patience to my hope; I redoubled my complaints 
of her indifference, and pressed her to an assigna¬ 
tion with such fervid entreaties, that, in a few days, 
she consented to meet me at the house of that 
milliner who had forwarded till my letters. 1 luring 
the interval between the date of her promise and 
the hour of appointment, my pride soared beyond 
all reason and description ; I lost all remembrance 
of the gentle Narcissa, and my thoughts were wholly 
employed in planning triumphs over the malice and 
contempt of the world. 

At length the happy hour arrived, I flew to the 
place of rendezvous, and was conducted into an 
apartment, where I had not waited ten minutes, 
when I heard the rustling of silk, and the sound of 
feet ascending the stairs. My heart took the alarm, 
j and beat quick; iny cheeks glowed my nerve* 
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thrilled, and my knees shook •with ecstasy! I per¬ 
ceived the door opening, saw a gold brocade petti¬ 
coat advance, and spning forward to embrace my 
charmer! Heaven and earth !—liow shall I paint 
my situation, when I found Miss Sparkle couverted 
into a wrinkled hag, turned of seventy! I was 
struck dumb with amazement, and petrified with 
horror I This ancient Urganda perceived my dis¬ 
order, and approaching with a languishing air, 
seized my hand, asking, in a squeaking tone, if I was 
indisposed. Her monstrous affeetatjon completed 
the disgust I had conceived for her at first appear¬ 
ance ; and it was a long time before 1 could com¬ 
mand myself so much as to behave with common 
civility. At length, however, I recollected myself, 
and pronounced an apology for my behaviour, 
which, Tsaid, proceeded from a dizziness that seized 
me all of a sudden. My hoary dulcinca, who, no 
doubt, had been alarmed at my confusion, no sooner 
learned the cause to which 1 now ascribed it, than 
she discovered her joy in a thousand amorous co¬ 
quetries, and assumed the sprightly airs of a girl of 
sixteen. One while, she ogled me with her dim 
eyes, quenched in rheum; then, as if she was 
ashamed of that freedom, she affected to look down, 
blush, and play with her fan ; then toss her head, 
that I might not perceive a palsy that shook it, ask 
some childish questions with a lisping accent, gig¬ 
gle and grin with her mouth shut, to conceal the 
ravages of time upon her teeth; leer upon me 
again, sigh piteously, fling herself about in herchair 
to show her agility, and act u great many more 
absurdities that youth and beatUy can alotie excuse. 
Shocked as T was at my disappointment, dis¬ 
position was incapable of affronting any jierson who 
loved me; I therefore cndcavoun'd to put a good 
face on the matter for tlie present, resolved to drop 
the whole affair as soon as 1 should get clear of her 
company. With this view% I uttered some civil 
things, and, iu particular, desired to know the name 
and condition of tlie lady who had honoured me so 
much. She told me her name was Withers ; that 
she lived with Sir .John Sparkle in quality^of go¬ 
verness to his only daughter, in which situation she 
had picked iqi a oomtbrtahle suflieieiiey to make 
her easy for lite; that she had the pleasure of see¬ 
ing me at church, where my api)earanee and deport¬ 
ment made such an impression iqion her heart, that 
she could enjoy no ease uutil she had inquired into 
my character, which she found so amiable in all 
respects, that she yielded to the violence of her in¬ 
clination, and ventured to declare her passion, with 
too little regard, perhaps to the decorum of her 
sex; but slie hoped J W'ould forgive a tri*s])ass of 
which I myself was, in some measure, the cause, 
and imjmte her intrusion to the irresistible dictates 
of love. No decayed rake ever swallowed a bolus 
with more reluctance than I felt in making a reply 
suitable to this compliment, when, insteil of the 
jewel, I found the crazy casket only in my power; 
and yet my hopes began to revive a little, when 1 
considered, that, by carrying on the appearance of 
an intrigue with the duenna, 1 might possibly obtain 
access to her charge. Encouraged by this sugges¬ 
tion, ray temper grew more serene, my reserve wore 
off, T talked en cavalier, and even made love to this 
antiquated coquette, wlio seemed extremely happy 
in her adorer, and spread all her allurements to 
make her imagined conquest more secure. The 
good woman of the house treated us with tea and 
sweetmeats, and afterwards withdrew, like a civil 


experienced matron as she was. Left to our nm- 
tuul endeannents. Miss Withers (for she was still n 
maiden) began to talk of matrimony, and expressed 
so much impatience in all her lx*huviour, that liu<l 
she Ix-on fifty years younger, 1 might possibly havo 
gratified her longing wiiljout having recourse to tJic 
church; but this step my virtue, as well as interest, 
forbade. When the inclinations of an old maid 
settle upon a young fellow, he is persecuted with 
her addresses; hut should he once grant her the 
favour, he will never he able to disentangle himself 
from her importunities and reproaches. It was my 
business to defer the ceremony Jis long as possible, 
under the most specious ]>retenccs, with a view of 
becoming acquainted with Miss JSparkle in the mean 
time; and 1 did not despair of success, when J con¬ 
sidered, that, in the course of our correspondence, 

] should, in all probability, he invited to visit my 
mistress in her own apartment, aud by these means 
have an opportunity of conversing with her chaim- 
iiig ward. I’leased with this prospect, my heart 
dilated with joy, I talked in raptures to the stale 
governante, and kissed her shrivelled hand with great 
devotiou. She was so much transported with her 
jood fortune, that she could not contain her ecstasy, 
hut flew upon me like a tigress, and pressed her skin¬ 
ny lips to mine; when (as it was no doubt concerted 
by her evil genius) a dose of garlic she hud swal¬ 
lowed thatmoniing,to dispel wind 1 suppose, begun 
to operate with such a sudden explosion, that human 
nature, circumstanced i\s 1 was, could not endure 
the shock with any degree of temper. I lost all 
patience and reflectiou, flung away fnmi her in ati 
instant, snatched my hat and cane, and ran down 
stairs as if the devil had me iti jmrsnit, and coe’ 
scarce refrain tlie convulsiim of my howeK 
were grievously offended by the perf 
saulted me. Strap, w’ho waited with 

impatience, seeing me arrive in me utmost disorder, 
‘itood motionless with apprehension, and dui:^! not 
inquire into the cause. 

After 1 had washed my mouth more than oiiee, 
iind recruited niy sjnrits with u glass of wim*, I re- 
eountecl to him every particular of what had hap¬ 
pened; to which he mud(* no other reply for some* 
time, than lifting up his eyes, clasping his hands, 
and uttering a liollow groan. At length he ol)- 
served, in a melancholy tone, that it was a thousand 
pities my orgjins were so delicate as to he oftemled 
with the smell of garlic. “ Ah ! God lielp ns,” said 
he, “ ’tis not the steams of garlic—no, nor of soim*- 
iliing else, that would give me the least uneasiness; 
see what it is to be a cobler’s son.’’ 1 rejilied hastily, 

“ 1 w'ish, then, y on would go and retrieve iny mis¬ 
carriage.” At this suggestion he started, forced a 
anile, and left the room, shaking his head. "Whe¬ 
ther the old gentlewoman resented my abrupt de¬ 
parture so much that her love changed into disdain, 
or was ashamed to see me on account of her infir¬ 
mity, I know not; hut I was never troubled again 
with her passion. 


CHAPTER LI. 

I cultivate an Acquaintance with two Noblemen—Am intro¬ 
duced to Karl Strutwcll—'Hia kind Proiniaes and Invitation 
—The Behaviour of bia Porter and Lacquey—lie receives 
me with an a])pearance of uncommon Affection—Under¬ 
takes to apeak id my Behalf to the Minister—^Informs me 
of hia Success, and wishes me joy—Introduces a Conver¬ 
sation about Petronius Arbiter—Falls in love with my 
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Watch, which I pre§8 upon him—I make a Present of a 
Dianjond Pinff to Lord Straddle—Impart my jfood Fortune 
to Strai) and Banter, who dit^abusca me, to my utter Mor 
tidcation. 

Baffled lutherto in my matrimonial schemes, I 
bepnn to (jnestion niy talents for the science of for¬ 
tune-hunting, and to bend my thoughts towards 
some employment under the government; with 
the view of procuring whicli, I cultivated the ac¬ 
quaintance of I^rds Straddle and Swillpot, whose 
fathers were men of interest at court. I found these 
young noblemen os open to my advances as I could 
desire. I accompanied them in their midnight ram¬ 
bles, and often dined with them at taverns, where I 
liad the lionour of paying the reckoning. 

Z oue day took the opportunity, while I was loaded 
with protestations of friendship, to disclose my de¬ 
sire of being settled in some sinecure, and to solicit 
their influence in my behalf. Swillpot, squeezing 
my hand, said I might depend upon his service, 
ny G-—d. The other swore that no man would be 
more proud than he to run my errands. Kneou- 
raged by these Jeolurations, T ventured to express 
an inclination to be introduced to their fathers, w'ho 
were able to do my business at once. Sw'illpot 
frankly owned he had not spoke to his father these 
{lu'ce years; and Straddle assured me his father 
having lately disobliged the minister, by subscribing 
his uume to a protest in the House of Peers, was 
thereby rendered incapable of serving his friends 
at present; hut he undertook to make me acquainted 
with Karl Strutwell, who was hand aud glove witli 
a certain person who ruled the roast. This offer Z 
embraced with many acknowledgments, and jdied 
him so closely, in spite of a thousand evasions, that 
he found hiins(df under a necessity of keeping his 
word, aifci actually cjirried me to the Jevee of this 
great man, »vherc he left me in a crowd of fellow- 
dependents, and was ushen'd to a particular closet 
audiei- 'c; from whence in a few minutes he re- 
turne<l with his lordship, who took me by the hand, 
assured me he would do me all the service he could, 
and desired to see me often. I was charmed with 
my reception, and although 1 had heard that a 
courtier’s jiromise is not to he depended upon, I 
thought I discovered so much sweetness of temper 
and candour in this earl’s countenance, that I did 
not doubt of finding my account in his protection, 
i resol V(*d, therefore, to profit by this permission, 
and waited on him next audience day, wdien 1 was 
favoured with a particular smile, S(jueeze of the 
hand, and a whisper, signifying that he wanted 
half an hour's conversation with me in private, 
when he should l>e disengaged, and for that purpose 
desired me to come and drink a dish of chocolate 
with him to-morrow morning. This invitation, 
which did not a little flatter my vanity and expecta¬ 
tion, I took e.are to observe, and went to his lordship's 
house at the time appointed. Having rapped at the 
gate, the porter unbolted and kept it lialf open, 
placing himself in the gap, like soldiers in a breach, 
to dispute my passage. J asked if his lord was 
stirring \ He answered with a surly aspect, “ >Jo.” 
“At what hour does he commonly rise?” said I. 

“ Sometimes sooner, sometimes later,” said he, 
closing the door upon me by degrees. I then told 
him, 1 was come by his lordship’s own appointment; 
to which intimation this (lerberus replied, “ 1 have 
received no orders about the matter;” and was upon 
th© point of shutting me out, when I recollected 
niygelfall of a sudden, and, slipping a crown into 


his hand, begged as a favour that he would inquire, 
and let me know whether or not the carl was up. 
The grim janitor relented at the touch of my money, 
which he tO{)k with all the indifference of a tax- 
gatherer, and showed me into a parlour, where, he 
said, I might amuse myself till such time as his lord 
should be awake. I had not sat ten minutes in this 
place, wdien a footman entered, and, without speak¬ 
ing, stared at me; I interpreted this piece of his 
behaviour into, “JVay,sir, whut is your business.^” 
and asked the 8ame<|ue8tion I had put to the porter, 
when 1 accosted him first. The lacquey made the 
same reply, and disjippcared before I could get any 
further intelligence. In a little time he returned, 
on pretence of poking the fire, and looked at me 
again with great earnestness; upon which 1 began 
to ])erceive his meaning, and tipping him with half 
a crown, desired lie would be so good as to fall upon 
some Tuethod of letting the carl know that I was in 
the house. He made a low bow, said “Yes, sir,” 
and vanished. This bounty was not thrown away, 
for in an instant he came back, and conducted me 
to a chamber, where I "was received with great 
kindness and familiarity by his lordship, whom I 
found just risen, in his morning gowm and slippers. 
After breakfast, he entered into a particular con¬ 
versation with mo aliout my travels, the remarks f 
had made abroad, and examined me to the full 
extent of my understanding. My answers seemed 
to please him very much; he frequently squeezed 
my htmd, and looking at me with a singular com¬ 
placency in his countenance, hade me depend upon 
ins good offices with the ministry in my behalf. 
‘Young men of yourqualifications,” said he, “ought 
to be cheribhed by every administration. Z^or my 
Dwn part, 1 see so little merit in the w orld, that I 
liavu laid it down as a maxim, to encourage the 
least appearance of genius and virtue to the utmost 
■)f my power—you have a great deal of botl»; and 
will not fail of making a figure one day, if 1 am not 
mistaken, but you must lay your account with 
mounting by gradual steps to the summit of }our 
fortune. Jliimc was not built in a day. As you 
mderstand the languages pcifeetly well, how would 
you like to cross the sea as secretary to an em¬ 
bassy?” 1 assured his lordship, wuth great eager 
ness, that nothing could be more agreeable to my 
inclination. Upon which he bade me make myself 
easy, my business was done, for he had a place of 
that kind in his view. This jncee of generosity 
affected me so much, that I was unable for some 
ime to express my gratitude, which at length broke 
out in acknowledgments of my own unv orthiness, 
and encomiums on his benevolence. I could not 
■ven help shedding tears at the goodness of this 
noble lord, who no sooner perceived them, than he 
caught me in his arms, and hugged aud kissed me 
with a seemingly paternal affection. Confounded 
at this uueoinmon instance of fonducss for a stranger, 

I remained a few moments silent and ashamed, then 
rose and took my leave, after he had assured me 
that he would speak to the minister in my favour 
that very day; and desired that I would not for the 
future give myself the trouble of attending at his 
levee, but come at the same hour every day when 
he should be at leisure, that is, three times a week. 

Though my hopes were now very Kingiiine, I 
determined to conceal iny prospect from every body 
even from Strap, until 1 should he more certain of 
success; and, in the mean time, give my patron no 
respite from my solicitations. When I renewed my 
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visit, I foiuid the street door open to me, as if by 
enchantment; but, in my passage towards the pre¬ 
sence room, 1 was met by the valet de chambre, 
who cast some furious looks at me, the meaning of 
which I could not comprehend. The earl saluted 
me at entrance with a tender embrace, and wished 
me joy of his_success with the premier, who, be 
said, had preferred his recommendation to that of 
two other noblemen very urgent in behalf of their 
respective friends, and absolutely promised that I 
should go to a certain foreign court, in quality of 
secretary to an ambassador and plenipotentiary, 
who was to set out in a few weeks, on an affair of 
vast importance to the nation. I was thunderstruck 
with my good fortune, and could make no other 
reply, than kneel, and attempt to kiss my bene¬ 
factor’s hand; which submission be would not jier- 
mit, but, raising me up, pre.ssed me to his breast 
with surprising emotion, and told me he had now 
taken upon himself the etire of making my fortune. 
What enhanced the value of the benefit still more, 
was his making light of the favour, and shifting 
the conversation to another subject. Among other 
topics of discourse, that of the He/Zes LcUres was 
introduced, upon which his lordshij) held forth with 
great taste and erudition, and discovered an inti¬ 
mate knowledge of theauthors of antiquity. “Here’s 
a Itook,” said he, taking one from his bosom. 
“ written with great elegance and spirit, and though 
thesubject may give offence to some nan'ow-ininded 
people, tlic author will always be held in esteem by 
every person of wit and learning.” So saying, he 
put into my hand J’etrnnius Arbiter, tind asked my 
opinion of his wit and manner. I told him, that, in 
my opinion, he wrote with great ease and vivacity, 
but was withal so lewd and indecent, that he ought 
to find no quarter nr jtroteetion among people of 
morals and taste. “I own,” replied the earl, “that 
his taste in love is generally decried, and indeed 
condemned by our laws; but perhaps that may be 
more owing to prejudice and misapprehension, than 
to true reason and deliberation. The best man 
among the ancients is said to have entertained that 
passion i one of the wisest of their legislators has 
permitted the indulgence of it in his commonwealth; 
the most celebrated poets have not scrupled to avow 
it. At this day it prevails not only over all the 
cast, but in most parts of Europe; in our own 
country it gains ground apace, and in all probability 
will become in a short time a more fashionable vice 
than simple fornication. Indeed, there is something 
to be said in vindication of it; for, notwitlustanding 
the severity of the law against oflenders in this 
way, it must be confessed that the practice of this 
passion is unattended with that curse and burden 
upon society, which proceeds from a race of mise¬ 
rable and deserted bastards, who are cither murdered 
by their parents, deserted to the utmost want and 
wretchedness, or bred up to prey ujion the common¬ 
wealth. And it likewise prevents the debauchery 
of many a young maiden, and the prostitution of 
honest men’s wives; not to mention the consideration 
of health, which is much less liable to be impaired 
in the gratification of this appetite, than in the 
exercise of common venery, which, by ruining the 
constitutions of our young men, has produced a puny 
progeny, that degenerates from generation to gene¬ 
ration. Nay, 1 have been told, that there is another 
motive, perhaps more powerful than all these, that 
induces people to cultivate this inclination, namely, 
the exquisite pleasure attending its success.” 


From tliis discourse, 1 began to be apprehensive 
that his lordship, finding 1 had travelled, was afraid 
I might have been infected with this spurious and 
sordid desire abroad, and took this metliod of sound¬ 
ing my sentiments on the subject. Fired at this 
supposed suspicion, I argued against it with great 
warmth, as an appetite unnatural, absurd, and of 
pernicious consequence; and declared my utter 
detestation and abhorrence of it in these lines of the 
satirist:— 

“ Kternal infamy liio wretch confound 
"Who nhantetlflmt tliat vice on Bntibli ground! 

A vice! that, 'spite of sense and nature, reigns, 

And potsons genial love, and manhood stains.” 

Tile carl smiled at my indignation, told me he 
was glad to find iny opinion of the matter so con¬ 
formable to Ills own, and that what he had advanced 
was only to provoke me to an answer, with which 
he professed himself perfectly well pleased. 

After I had enjoyed a long audience, I liappened 
to look at my watch, in order to regulate my motions 
by it; and his lordship observing the cliased case, 
desired to see the device, and examine the. execu¬ 
tion, which lie approved, witli some e.xpressioiis of 
admiration. CoiiNiclering the obligations 1 lay nii- 
der to his lordsliip, 1 tbongbt tliere could not be a 
fitter opportunity than tlie present to manifest in 
some sliape my gratitude; I tlierefore begged be 
would do me the honour to accept of tlie watch as 
a STiiall testimony of the sense I luid of his lordship's 
generosity ; but lie refused it in a peremptory man¬ 
ner, and said lie was sorry 1 sliould entertain such a 
mercenary ojiiiiion of him, observing at tlie same 
time, that it was tlie mos( lieautiful piece of work- 
mansliip he liad ever seen, and desiring tok" 
wliere he eonld have sueli another. 1 '■ • 

thousand pardons for the freedom ” 
which 1 hoped lie would imputt* * 
the highest veneration forb-' ..at, 

as it came to niy hand - ranee, 1 

could give him no iiilbrmatioi ,iie raakiw, for 

there was no name on the insme; and once more 
liunitily entreated tb.at lie would indulge me so far 
as to use it for my sake. He was still posilive in 
refusing it, but wa.s pleased to thank me for my 
generous offer, saying, it was a jirescnt that no 
nobleman need be ashamed receiving; thougti be 
was resolved to show his di.sinleresti'diiess witli re¬ 
gard 1o me, for wiiom he laid con<*eived a jiarticnlar 
friendsbi]); and insisted, if I was willing to part 
witli the wateli, upon knowing what if, bad cost, 
that be might at least indemnify me, by refunding 
the money. On the other Inind, 1 assured liis lord- 
sliip, tliat I sliould look upon it as an mieommon 
mark of distinction, if he would take it without fur¬ 
ther question; and, ratlier tlian di.soblige me, lie 
was at hist iiersuaded to put it in his jiockel, to my 
no small satisfaction, who took my leave imme¬ 
diately, after having received a kind squeeze, and 
an injunction to depend iqion his promise. 

Tiuoy'ed up with tliis reception, my heart opened j 
I gave away a guinea among the lacque;(’S who 
escorted me to the door, flew to the lodgings of 
Lord Straddle, upon whom I forced my diamond 
ring as an acknowledgment for the great service 
he had done me, and from thence hied me home, 
with an intent of sharing my happiness with honest 
Strap. I determined, however, to heighten his 
pleasure by depres.sing his spirits at first, and then 
bringing in the good news with double reli.sli. For 
this purpose, I affected the appearance of disap- 
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pointment and cliogrin, and told him in an abrupt 
manner, that I had lost the watch and diamond. 
Toor Hugh, who had been alresvdy harassed into a 
consumption by intelligence of this sort, no sooner 
heard these words, than, unable to contain himself, 
he cried, with distraction in his looks, “ God in 
heavt‘n forbid I” 1 could carry on the farce no 
longer, but, laughing in his face, told him every 
thing that had passed, as above recited. His fea¬ 
tures were immediately unbended, and the transi¬ 
tion was so uflPecting, that he wept with joy, called 
iriy Lord Strutwcll by the appellations of Jewel, 
rhccnix, Hara avis\ and praising God, that there 
was still some virtne left among our nobility. Our 
mutual congratulations being over, we gave way to 
our imaginations, and anticipated our happiness by 
prosecuting our success through the different steps 
of promotion, till T arrived at the rank of prime 
minister, and he to that of my first secretary. 

Intoxicated with these ideas, 1 went to the ordi¬ 
nary, where, meeting with Ranter, I communicated 
the whole affair in confidence to him, concluding 
with an assurance that 1 would do him all the ser¬ 
vice in my power. He lieard me to an end with 
great patience, then regarding meagood while with 
a look of disdain, pronounced, “ So your business 
is done, you think ?” “ As good as done, t believe,” 
said I. ril tell you,” replied he, “ what will do 
it still more effectually, a halter!—\Sdeuth! if I 
had been such a gull to two such scoundads as 
Strutwell and Straddle, I would, without any more 
ado, tuck myself up.” Shocked at this exclama¬ 
tion, I desired him, with some confusion, tn explain 
himself; upon which he gave mo to understand, 
that Stra<ldle was a poor coutcmy)tibIe wretch, who 
lived by borrowing and pimping for his fellow peers; 
that, in eonsc(iucnce of this lost capacity, he hud 
doubtless introduced me to Strutwell, who was so 
notorious for a passion for his own sex, that he was 
amaaed his character had never readied my ears ; 
and that, far from being able to obtain for me the 
post lie had promised, his interest at court was so 
low, that he could scarce provide for a superannuated 
footman once a year, in the cu.stonis, or excise. 
Tliat it was a common thing for him to amuse 
strangers whom his jackals ran down, with such 
assurances and caresses a.s he had bestowed on mo, 
until he had stripjied them of their cash, and every 
thiug valuable about them—very often of their chas¬ 
tity, and tlien leave them a prey to want and infa¬ 
my. That he allowed his servants no otlier wages 
than that part of the spoil which they could glean 
by their industry; and the whole of liis conduct 
towards me was so glaring, that nobody who know 
any thing of mankind could have been imposed 
upon by his insinuations. 

I leave the reader to judge how I relished this 
piece of information, which precipitated m<* from 
the most exalted pinnacle of hope, to the lowest 
abyss of desiiondcnce; and well nigh determined 
me to take Ranter’s advice, and finish my chagrin 
with a halter. I had no room to suspect the veracity 
of my friend, because, upon recollection, I found 
every circumstance of Strutwell’s behaviour exactly 
tallying with the character he had described. His 
hugs, embraces, squeezes, and eager looks, were 
now no longer a mystery, no more than his de¬ 
fence of Tetronius, and the jealous frown of his 
valet-de-chambre, who, it seems, had been the 
favourite pathic of his lord. 


CHAl'TRR LII. 

I attempt to recover my Watch and Jewel, but to no purpose 
—Hesolve to revenge myself on Strutwell, by my Impor¬ 
tunity—Am reduced to my last Guinea—Obliged to Inform 
Strap of my NccesBity, who is almost distracted with the 
News—But, ncvertlielcsK, obliged to pawn my best Sword 
for present Subsistence—That small Supply being ex¬ 
hausted, I am almost stupified with my Misfortunes—Go 
to the Gaming Table, by the Advice of Banter, and come 
off with unexpected Success—Strap's Jilcstasy—Mrs.Gawky 
waits upon me, professes Remorse for her Perfidy, and im 
plorcs my Assistance—I do myself a piece of justice by 
her Means, and afterwards reconcile her to her Pather. 

I WAS so confounded, that I could make no reply 
to Ranter, who reproivched me with great indigna¬ 
tion for havingthvown away upon rascals thatwhieh, 
had it been converted into ready money, would have 
supported the rank of a gentleman for some months, 
and enable mo, at the same time, to oblige my 
friends. Stupified as 1 was, I could easily divine 
the source of his concern, but sneaked away in a 
solitary manner, without yielding the least answer 
to his expostulations, and began to deliberate with 
myself in what manner I should attempt to retrieve 
t)»e movables 1 had so foolishly lost. 1 should have 
thought it no robbery to take them again by force, 
could I have done it without any danger of being 
detected; but as I could have no such opportunity, 
I resolved to work by finesse, and go immediately 
to the lodgings of Straddle, where 1 was so fortu¬ 
nate as to find him. My lord,” said J, “ 1 have 
just now recollected, tliat the diamond I had the 
honour of presenting to you is loosened a little in 
the socket, and there is a young fellow just arrived 
from Paris, who is reckoned the best jeweller in 
Huropc; I knew him in Kranec, ajid if your lord- 
ship will give me leave, will carry the ring to him 
to be set to rights. Ills lordshiji was not to be caught 
in tliis snare; he thanked me for my offer, and told 
me, that having himself observed the defeet, he had 
already sent it to his own jeweller to be mended. 
And, indeed, by this time, 1 believe it was in the 
jeweller’s hands, though not in order to be mended, 
for it stood in need of no alteration. 

Balked in this piece of politics, I cursed my 
simplicity, but resolved to play a surer game w’ith 
the. earl, which I thus devised. J did not doubt of 
being admitted into familiar conversation with him 
as before, and hoped by some means to get the watch 
into my hand; then, on pretence of winding or play¬ 
ing with it, drop it on the floor, when in all proba¬ 
bility the fall would disorder tlie work so as to stop 
its motion. This event would furnish me witli an 
opportunity of insisting upon carrying it away, in 
order to be repaired; and then 1 should have been 
in no hurry to bring it back. What pity it was I 
could not find an occasion of putting this fine 
scheme in execution I When I went to renew my 
visit to his lordship, my access to the parlour was 
as free as ever; hut after I had waited some time, 
the valet-de-chambrc came in with his lordship’s 
compliments, and a desire to see me to-morrow at 
his Icvec, he being at present so much indisposed, 
that ho could not see company. I interpret^ this 
message into a bad omen, and came away muttering 
curses against his lordship’s politeness, and ready 
to go to loggerheads with myself for being so egre- 
giously duped. Rut that 1 might have some satis¬ 
faction for the loss 1 had sustained, I besieged him 
closely at his levee, and persecuted him with my 
solicitations; not without faint hopes, indeed, w 
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reaping somefliing more from my industry, than the 
oare pleasure of making him uneasy; though 1 
could never obtain another private hearing, during 
the whole course of my attendance; neither had 1 
resolution enough to undeceive Strap, whose looks 
in a little time where so whetted with impatience, 
that, whenever 1 came home, his eyes devoured me, 
as it were, with eagerness of attention. At length, 
liowever, finding myself reduced to my last guinea, 
3 was compelled to disclose my necessity, though I 
endeavoured to sweeten the discovery by rehearsing 
to him the daily assurances I received from my 
patron. 13ut these promises were not of efficacy 
sufficient to support the spirits of my friend, who 
no sooner understood tlie lowness of my finances, 
than, uttering a dreadful groan, he exclaimed, “In 
the name of G(xi, what shall we do?” In order to 
comfort him, 1 said, thjit many of my acquaintance, 
■who were in a worse coudition than we, supported, 
notwithstanding, the character of gentlemen; and 
advising him to thank God that we had a.s yet in¬ 
curred no debt, proposed he should pawn my sword 
of steel inlaid with gold, and trust to my discretion 
for the rest. Q’his expedient was wormwood and 
gall to poor Strap, who, in spite of his invincible 
affection for me, still retained notions of economy 
and expense suitable to the narrowness of his edu¬ 
cation ; nevertheless, he coTn])lied with my request, 
and raised seven jneccs on the sword in a twinkling. 
This supply, inconsiderable as it was, made me as 
happy for tlie present, as if I had kept five hundr(“d 
pounds in hank; for by this time I was so well 
skilled in procrasdnating every troublesome reflec¬ 
tion, that the prospect of want seldom affected mo 
very much, let it bo ever so near. And now, indeed, 
it was nearer than I imagined; iny landlord liaving 
occasion for money, put me in mind of my being 
indebted to him five guineas in lodging, and telling 
me he had a snra to make up, hogged 1 would excuse 
nls imjiortunity, and discharge the debt. Though 
I could ill spare so much cash, my pride took the 
resolution of disbursing it. I’his I did in a cavalier 
manner, after he had written a discharge, telling 
liim with an air of scorn and resentment. T saw he 
was resolved that I should not be long in his books; 
while Strap, who stood by, and knew my circum¬ 
stances, wrung his hands in secret, gnawed his 
nether lip, and turned yellow with despair. What¬ 
ever appearance of indifference my vanity enabled 
me to put on, I was thunderstruck with this demand, 
which 1 had no sooner satisfied, than I hastened 
into company, with a view of beguiling my cares 
with conversation, or of drowning them with wine. 

After dinner, a party was accordingly made in 
the coffeehouse, from whence we adjounied to the 
tavern, where, instead of sharing the mirth of the 
company, I was us much chagrined at their good 
humour us a damned soul in hell would be at a 
glimpse of heaven. In vain did I swallow bumper 
after bumper! the wine had lost its effect upon me, 
and, far from raising my dejected spirits, could not 
even lay me asleep. Banter, who was the only inti¬ 
mate I had (Strap excepted), perceived my anxiety, 
and, when m'c broke up, reproached me with pii- 
sillauimity, for being cast do'wn at any disappoint¬ 
ment that such a rascal a.s Strutwell could be the 
occasion of. I told him I did not at all see how 
Strutwelfs being a rascal alleviated my misfortune; 
and gave him to understand, that tny present grief 
did not so much proceed from that disappointment, 
as from the low ebb of my fortune, which was sunk 


to something less than two guineas. At this de¬ 
claration, he cried, “ I'sha I is that all ?” and assured 
me there was a thousand ways of living in town 
without a fortune, he himself having subsisted many 
years entirely by his wit. 1 expressed an eager 
desire of being acquainted with some of these me¬ 
thods ; and he, without further expostulation, bade 
me follow him. He conducted me to aliouse under 
the piazzas in Covent Garden, whicli we entered, 
and having delivered our swords to a grim fellow, 
who demanded them at the foot of the staircase, 
aseended to the second story, where X saw multi¬ 
tudes of people standing round two gjiming tables, 
loaded in a manner with gold and silver. Aly con- 
ductortoldmethisw'asthc house of aworthy Scotch 
lord, who using tlie privilege of his peerage, hud 
set up public gaming fables, from,the profits of 
M'hieh he drew a comfbrlablc livelihood. He then 
explained the difference between the sHkrs and the 
betters; characterised the first as old rooks, and the 
last as hul)bles; and advised me to try my fortune 
at the silver table, by betting a crown at a time. 
Before 1 would venture anything, I considered the 
company more partictilarly; and fhere appeared 
such a group of villanous faces, that 1 was siruek 
with horror and astonishment at the sight I I sig¬ 
nified my surjirise to Banter, who whispcn*d in my 
ear, that the bulk of those ]>resent were sharpers, 
highwaymen, and apprentices, who, having em¬ 
bezzled their master’s cash, made a desperate push 
in this place, to make up their deficiencies. This 
account did not encourage me to hazard any part 
of my small juttance; but at length, being teazed 
by the importunities of my friend, who assured me 
there was no danger of being ill used, becausi* peojde 
were hired by the ou ner to see just iee done to every¬ 
body, 1 began by risking one shilling, and in less 
than an hour my winning amounted to thirty. Con¬ 
vinced by tliis time of the fairness of the game, 
and animated with success, there was no need of 
further persuasion to continue the play. I lent 
Banter (who seldom Imd any money in his pocket) 
a guinea, which he carri<‘d to the gold table, and 
lost in a moment. He would haveborrow'cd another, 
but finding me deaf to bis arguments, Aviml away 
in a pet. Aleanw'hile, my gain advanced to six 
pieces, and my desire for more increased in propor¬ 
tion ; so that I moved to the higher tabic, wliere 1 
laid half a guinea on every throw; and fortune still 
favouring me, I became a sitter, in which capacity 
1 remained until it 'vas broad day; when 1 found 
myself, after many vicissitudes, one hundred and 
fifty guineas in pocket. 

Thinking it now high time to retire w'ith my 
booty, I asked if any body would take my place, 
and made a motion to rise; upon which an old 
Gascon, who sat opposite to me, and of whom 1 bad 
won a little money, started up with fury in his looks, 
crying, “ Restez, foutre rcst(\ ilfavt doiiver moi man 
ravanckio r At the same time, a Jew who sat near 
the other, insinuated that I was more beholden to 
art than fortune for what I had got; that he had 
observed mo wipe the table very often, and that 
some of the divisions seemed 1o be greasy. This 
intimation produced a great deal of clamour against 
me, especially among the losers, who threatened 
with many oaths and imprecations to take me up by 
a warrant as a sharper, unless T would compromise 
the affair by refunding the greatest part of my win¬ 
ning. 'Though 1 was far from being easy under this 
accusation, I relied upon my innocence, threatened 
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in my turn to prosecute the Jew for defamation, and 
boldly offered to submit my cause to the examina¬ 
tion of any justice in Westminster; but they knew 
themselves too well to put their characters on that 
issue, and findinp; 1 was not to be intimidated into 
any concession, dropped their plea, and made way 
for me to withdraw. X would not, however, stir 
from the table, until the Israelite had retracted what 
he had said to my disadvantage, aud asked pardon 
before the whole assembly. 

As 1 mandied out with my prize, I happened to 
tread upon the toes of a tail raw-honed tellow, with 
a hooked nose, fierce eyes, black thick eye-brows, 
a pigtail wdg of the same colour, and a formidable 
hat pulled over his foreliead, who stood gnawing 
his fingers in the crowd, and no sooner felt the ap¬ 
plication of my shoe-he(‘l, than he roared out in a 
tremendous voice, “ Jllood^ and wounds! you son of 
a w—e, what’s that lor?” I asked pardon with a 
great dt'al of submission, and protesl(‘d I had no 
intention of hurling him. Ihit the more 1 iiumbled 
myself, tl»e more he stormed, and insisted upon gen¬ 
tlemanly satisfaction, at tin* same time })i‘ovoking 
me witli scandalous names that I could not put up 
witli; so that 1 gave a loose to my passion, returned 
his Ihllingsgate, and challenged him to follow me 
down to the piazzas. Ilis indignation cooling as 
mine warme<I, he ndused my invitation, saying, he 
would choose his own time, and returned towards 
the table,muttering thr(‘ats,whieh I ueitherdreaded, 
nor distinctly heard; but descending with great de¬ 
liberation, received my sword from the door-keeper, 
whom I gratified with a guinea, according to the 
custoTn of that place, and went home in a rapture 
of jo>. 

IVIy faithful valet, who hud sat up all night in 
the utmost uneasiness on my a<rount, let me in 
with his face beslubbered with ti*ars, ami followed 
me to iny chamber, where lie stood silent like a 
condemned eriminal, in expectation of liearing that 
cviTv shilling was spent. 1 guessed the situation 
of his thoughts, and, assuming a sullen look, Xiade 
him fetch me some wahT to wjush. lie rc*])iit<i, 
witliout lifting his eyes from the ground, “ In my 
siinph* conjecture you have more oceasiou tor rest, 
not having, 1 suppose, slept tliesc four and twenty 
hours.” “ Jlring me some water," said I, in a 
perem])tory tone; npon wliich lie sneaived away 
shrugging his siioulders. Before he returned, I 
had sjnvadiny whole stock on the tabic in the most 
ostentatious manner; so that, wlien it lirst saluted 
Ins view, he stood like one entranced, and having 
rubbed Ids eyes more than once, to assure himself 
of his being awake, broke out into, “Jxn’d liavc 
mercy u])oii us I wdiat a vast treasure is here!” 
“’Tis all our own, JStrap,” said I; “take what is 
necessary, and redeem the sword immediately.” 
lie adv^anced towards the table, stopped short by 
the way, looked at the money and me by turns, 
and, witli a wdldness in his countenance, produced 
from joy cheeked by distrust, cried, “ I dare say it 
is honestly come by.” 'I'o remove his serujiles, I 
made him acquainted with the whole story of my 
success, which when he heard, he danced about 
the room in an ecstasy, crying, “ God be praised! a 
white stone!—God be praised! a white stone!” 
80 that J was afraid the sudden change of fortune 
had disordered his intellects, and that he was run 
mad with joy. Extrenielj^ concerned at this event, 
I attempted to reason him out of his frenzy, hut 
to no purpose ; for, without regarding what i said, 


he continued to frisk up and down, and repeat hia 
rhapsody of “ (iod be praised! a white stone!” 
At last X rose in the utmost consternation, and, 
laying violent hands upon him, put a stop to his 
extravagance, by fixing him down to a settee that 
was in the room. This constrmnt banished his 
delirium ; he started, as if just awoke, and, terrified 
at my behaviour, cried, “Wliat is the matter?” 
When he learned the cause of my ajipreliension, 
he was ashamed of Ids transports, and told me, that 
in mentioning the white stone, he alluded to the 
dies fasti of the Homans, alho lapidc notati 

IXaving no inclination to sleep, I secured my 
cash, dressed, and w'as just going abroad, when the 
servant of the house told me there was a gentle¬ 
woman at the door, who wanted to speak with me. 
Surprised at tins information, I bade Strap show lier 
up, ami in loss than a minulo saw a young woman of 
a shabby decayed appearance enter my room. After 
luilf a dozen curtseys, she began to sob, and told 
me her name was Gawky; upon which infomm- 
tion I imnKMliately recollected thi‘ features of Miss 
Lavement, who liad been the first occasion of my 
misforluiies. 'J'hough 1 had all the reason in the 
w’orld to resent her treacherous behaviour to me, 

1 was moved at her distress, and professing my 
sorrow at seeing her so reduced, desired her to sit, 
and ijujuired into the particulars of her situation. 
She fell upon her knees, and implored niy forgive¬ 
ness for the injuries she had done me. protesting 
before (Xod, tliat she was forced, against her incli¬ 
nation, into that hellish conspiracy which had al¬ 
most deprived mo of my life, by the entreaties of 
her husband, who having been afterwards re- 
rioimecd by his lather, on account of his marriage 
with her, and unable to support a family on his 
pay, left his wife at her father’s house, and weut 
with the regiment to Germany, where he was broke 
for misbehaviour at the battle of Deltingen, since 
w'liieh time sbe had hoard no tidings of him. ^>he 
then gave mo to understand, with many symptoms 
of penittmee, that it was her misfortune to bear a 
child four montlis after marriage, by which event 
her parents were so incensed, that sIh* was turned 
out of doors with the infant, that died soon after; 
aud had hitherto subsisted in a miserable indigent 
manner, on tiie extorted ehai'ity of a few friends, 
wbo were now <juite tired of giving. Tliat not 
knowing where or how to support herself one day 
lojigiT, she had fled for succour even to me, wlio, 
of all mankind, had the least cause to assist her, 
relying uponthegenorosity of my disposition, which, 
she hoped, Would he pleased wdtli this opportunity 
of avenging itself in the noblest manner on the 
wretch who had wronged me. I was very mueli 
aftected with her discourse, and having no cause 
to suspect the sincerity of her repentance, raised 
her up, freely pardoned all she hud done against 
me, and ])ronnscd to befriend her as much as lay 
in my power. 

Since my la.st arrival in London, 1 had made no 
advances to the apothecary, imagining it would 
be impossible for me to make my innocence appear, 
so unhappily wius my accusation circumstanced. 
Strap indeed had lalxnired to justify me to the school¬ 
master; but, far from succeeding in his attemjit, 
Mr. (yoneordance dropped all correspondence with 
him, because ho refused to quit his connexion with 
me. Things being in this situation, 1 thought a 
fairer opportunity of viudicating my character 
could not offer than that which now presented Itseik 
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I therefore stipniated with Mrs. Gawky, that, 
before 1 would yield her the least assistance, she 
should do me the justice to clear my reputation, hy 
explaining upon oath, before a magistrate, the whole 
of the conspiracy, as it had been executed against me. 
When she had given me this satisfaction, I pre¬ 
sented her with five guineas, a sum so much above 
her expectation, that she could scarce believe the 
evidence of her senses, and was ready to worship 
me for my benevolence. The declaration, signed 
with her own hand, I sent to her father, who, upon 
recollecting and comparing the circumstances of 
my charge, was convinced of my integrity, and 
waited on me next day, in company with liis friend 
the schoolmaster, to whom he had communicated 
my vindication. After mutual salutation. Monsieur 
Lavement began a long apology for the unjust 
treatment I had received; but I saved him a good 
deal of breath, by interrupting his harangue, and 
assuring him, that, tar from entertaining a resent¬ 
ment against him, T thought myself obliged to his 
lenity, which allowed me to escape, after such strong 
presumptions of guilt appeared against me. Mr. 
Concordance, thinking it now his turn to speak, 
observed, that Mr. Itandom had too much candour 
and sagacity to be disobliged at their conduct, 
which, all things considered, could not have been 
otherwise, with any honesty of intention. “ Indeed,” 
said he, “ if the plot had been tinravelled to us by 
any supernatural intelligence, if it had been whis¬ 
pered by a genie, communicated by a dream, or 
revealed hy an angel from on high, we should have 
been to blame in' crediting ocular demonstration : 
hut us we arc left in the midst of'niortality, it 
cannot he expected we should be incapable of im¬ 
position. I do assure you, Mr. Handom, no man 
on earth is more pleased than T am at this triumph 
of your character; and as the news of your mis¬ 
fortune panged mo to the very entrails, this mani¬ 
festation of your innocence makes my midriff quiver 
with joy.” I thanked him for his concern, desired 
them to undeceive those of their acquaintance who 
judged harshly of me, and, having treated them 
with a glass of wine, represented to Lavement the 
deplorable condition of his daughter, and pleaded 
her cause so effectually, that he consented to settle 
a small annuity on her for life; but could not be 
jKtrsuaded to take her home, because her mother 
was BO much incensed that she would never sec her. 


CHAI'TEK Lin. 

I purchase now Clothes—llcprimand Strntwell and Straddle 
—-Banter iiroposscs another Matrimonial Scheme—I accept 
of his Terms—Set out for Bath in a Sta^e Coach, with the 
>ounK Lady and her Mother—The Behaviour of an Officer 
and Lawyer—Our Fellow-Travellers dcBenhed—A smart 
Dialogue between my Mistress and the Captain. 

Having finished this affair to my satisfaction, I 
found myself perfectly at ease, and l<x)k.ing upon 
the gaming-table as a certain resource for a gen- 
tlemau iu want, became more gay than ever. 
Although my clothes were almost as good as new, 
T grew ashamed of wearing tliem, because I thought 
every' body, by this time, had got an inventory of 
my wardrobe. For which reason I disposed of a 
good part of my apparel to a salesman in Monmouth- 
street for half the value, and bought two new suits 
with the money. 1 likewise purchased a plain gold 
watch, dcbpairing of recovering that which I had so 
fiwlislily given to Sti'ut well, whom, notwithstanding. 


I still continued to visit at his levee, until the 
ambassador he had mentioned set out with a secre¬ 
tary of his own choosing. I thought myself then 
at Uberty to expostulate with his lordship, whom I 
treated with great freedom in a letter, for amusing 
me with vain hopes, when lie neither had the power 
nor inclination to provide for me. Nor was I 
less reserved with Straddle, whom 1 in person rc* 
proached for misrepresenting to me the character 
of Strutwell, which I did not scruple to aver was 
infamous in every respect. lie seemed very much 
enraged at my freedom, talked a great deal about 
his quality and honour, and began to make some 
comparisons whicli 1 thought so iigurious to mine, 
that J demanded an explanation with great warmth; 
and he was mean enough to equivocate, and con¬ 
descend in such a manner, that 1 left him with a 
hearty contempt of his behaviour. 

About this time Banter, who had observed a sur¬ 
prising and sudden alteration in my ai)pearance 
and disposition, began to inquire very minutely into 
the cause; and as J did not think fit to let him 
know the true state of the affair, lest he might make 
free with my purse, on the strength of having pro¬ 
posed the scheme that filled it, 1 told him that 1 
had received a small supply from a relation in the 
country, who at the same time had promised to use 
all his interest, which was not smiUl, iu soliciting 
some post for me that should make me easy for life. 
“ If that be the case,” said Banter, “perhaps you 
won't care to mortify yourself a little, in making 
your fortune another way. 1 have a relation who 
IS to set out for Bath next week, w'ith an only 
daughter, who, being sickly and decrepit, intends to 
driiik the waters for the recovery of her health. 
Her father, who was a rich I'urkey merchant, died 
about a year ago, and left her with a fortune of 
twenty thousand pounds, under the sole manage' 
ment of her mother, who is my kinswoman. I 
would have put in for the plate myself, but there is 
a breach at present between the old woman and me. 
You must know, that some time ago 1 boxTowed a 
small sum of her, and promised, it secniK, to pay it 
before a certain time; but being disappointed iu my 
expectation of money from the couutrj', the day 
elapsed without my being able to take, up my note; 
upon which she wrote a i>ereinptory letter, threaten¬ 
ing to arrest me, if 1 did not pay the debt imme¬ 
diately. Nettled at this precise behaviour, 1 sent a 
d—ned severe answer, which enraged her so much 
that she actually took out a writ against me. 
Whereupon, finding the thing grow serious, I got 
a friend to advance the money for me, discharged 
the debt, went to her house, and abused her for her 
unfriendly dealing. She was provoked by my 
reproaches, and scolded in her turn. The little 
defonned urchin joined her mother with such viru¬ 
lence and volubility of tongue, that I was fain to 
make my retreat, after having been honoured with 
a great many scandalous epifiicts, which gave me 
plainly to understand that 1 had nothing to hope 
from the esteem of the one, or the affection of the 
other. As they are both utter strangers to life, it 
is a thousand to one that the giA will be picked up 
by some scoundrel or other at Bath, if I don’t pro¬ 
vide for her otherwise. You arc a well-looking 
fellow, liandom, and can behave as demurely as a 
Quaker. Now, if you will give me an ooligation 
for five hundred ]>ounds,'to be paid six months after 
your marriage, 1 will put you in a method of can y- 
ing her in spite of all opposition.” 
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This proposal was too advantageous for me to be 
refused. The writing was immediately drawn up 
and executed; and Banter giving me notice of the 
time when, and the stage coach in which they were 
to set out, I hes})oke a place in the same convenience, 
and ha vinghired ahorse for Strap, who was charmed 
with the prospect, set forward accordingly. 

As we embarked before day, I had not the plea¬ 
sure for some time of seeing Miss Snapper (that 
was the name of iny mistress), nor even of per¬ 
ceiving the number and sex of my fellow-travellers, 
although ! guessed that tlje coach was full, by the 
difficulty I found in seating myself. The first five 
minutes passed in a general silence, wlien, all of a 
sudden, the coach heeling to one side, a boisterous 
voice pronounced, ‘ the right and left, cover 
your flanks, d—me I whiz I” 1 easily discovered 
by the tone and matter of this exclamation, that it 
was uttered by a son of Mars; neither wus it hard 
to eonceivc the profession of another person who 
sat opposite to me, and observed, tliat we ought to 
have been w<*ll satisfied of the security l>cfore we 
ontiTcd upon the premises. These two sallies had 
not tin* desired effect. AVt* continued u good while 
as mute as before, till at length the gentleman of the 
sw(»r<I. impatient of longer sil<‘nce, made a second 
effort, by swearing he hud got into a meeting of 
(Quakers. ** I believe so, too,” said a shrill voice;at 
my left han<l, “for the sjarit of folly begins to 
mo\e.” “Out with it, then, madam,” replied the 
soldi(‘r. “You seem to have no oceasion for a 
midwife,” cried the lady. “ 1)—n my blood I” ex¬ 
claimed the other, “ a man can’t talk to a woman, 
but she immediately thinks of a midwife.” “"IVue, 
sir,” said she, “I long to ho delivered.” “What! of 
a mouse, madam?” sai<l he. “No, sir,” said she, 
“ of a fool.'’ “ Are you fur gone with a fool ?” said 
be. “ Little more than two miles,” said she. “By 
Gad, you are a wit, madam !” <;ned the officer. “1 
wish I could W'itli any justice rtdurn tiie compli- 
tiient,” said the lady. “ Zounds, 1 have done,” said 
he. “Y<nir bolt is soon shot, according to the old 
proverb,” said she. The warrior’s powder was 
(juito s})ent; the lawyer advised him to drop the 
prosecution; and a grave matron, who sat ou the 
left hand of the victorious wit, told her, she must 
not let her tongue run so fast among strangers. 
This reprimand, softened with the appellation of 
e/z/W, convinced me that the satirical lady was no 
other tlian Miss Snapper, and I resolved to regulate 
my eonduet accordingly. The ehamjnon, finding 
himself so smartly handled, changed his battery, 
an<l l>egan to expatiate on his own exploits. “ You 
talk of .shot, madam,” said he, “ d—me! I have both 
givun and received some shot in my time. J was 
wound<'d in the shouldcT by a pistol-ball at Dettin- 
geu, where—T say nothing—but by G—d! if it had 
not been forme—all’s one for that—1 despise boast¬ 
ing, d—me! whiz!” So saying, he whistled one 
part and hummed another of Black .Joke; then 
uddres.sing himself to the lawyer, went ou thus: 
“ Wouldn’t you think it d—nod hard, after having, 
at tlic risk of your life, recovered the staudard of a 
regiment, that liad been lost, to receive no prefer¬ 
ment for your pains! 1 don’t choose to name no 
names, sink me! but howsomover, this 1 will refer, 
by G---d; and that is this, a musketeer of the 
French guards, having taken a standard froni a 
certain cornet of a certain regiment, d—me! was 
retreating with liis prize as fast us his horse’s Iteels 
could carry him, sink me! Upon which I snatched 


up a firelock that belonged to a dead man, d—me! 
whiz! and shot his horse under him, d—n my 
blood! The fellow got upon his feet, and began to 
repose me; upon which I charged my bayonet 
breast high, and ran him through the body, by 
G—d I One of his comrades coming to his assist¬ 
ance, shot me in the shoulder, as 1 told you before; 
another gave me a confusion on the head with the 
butt end of his carbine; but, d—me! that did not 
signify. I killed one, put the other to flight, and, 
taking up the standard, carried it off very delibe¬ 
rately. But the best joke of all was, the son of a 
b—h of a cornet who had surrendered it in a 
cowardly manner, seeing it in my possession, de¬ 
manded it from me, in the front of the line. ‘1)—n 
my blood,’ says he, ‘where did you find my stan¬ 
dard?’ says he. ‘ i)—n my blood,’ said I, ‘where,* 
said I, ‘ (lid you lose it ?’ said 1. ‘ That's nothing to 
you,’ says he—‘’tis my standard,’ says lie, ‘andby 

G—-d I’ll have it,’ says he. ‘D-tiou seize me,* 

says I, ‘ if you shall,’ says I, ‘ till I have first de¬ 
livered it to the general,’ says 1; and accordingly 
I went to the head-quarters, after the battle, and 
delivered it to my lord Stair, who promised to do 
for me, but 1 am no more than a poor lieutenant 
still, d—n my blood.” 

Having vented this repetition of expletives, the 
lawyer owned lie had not been requited according 
to his desert; observed, that the lalxmrcr is always 
worthy of his hire, and asked if the promise was 
made before witnesses, because in that case the law 
would compel the general to perform it;—but 
understanding that the promise was made over a 
bottle, without being restricted to time or terms, he 
pronounced it not valid in law, proceeded to inquire 
into the particulars of the battle, and affirmed, that 
although the English had drawn themselves into a 
premuhire at first, the French managed their cause 
so lamely in tiie course of the dispute, that they 
would have been utterly nonsuited, had they not 
obtained a 7toh pivst'qui. In spite of those enlivening 
touches, the cim versation was likely to suffer another 
long interruption; when the lieutenant, unwilling to 
conceal any of his accomjdishments that could be 
tUsplayed lu Ins present situation, offered to regale 
th(* company witii a song; and interpreting our 
silence into a desire of hearing, began to warble a 
fashionable air, the first stanza of which he pro¬ 
nounced thus: 

Would you task tlio moon-ty'd hair, 

To yon Oaprant bean repair: 

Where wavinp witli the jroplinp vow. 

The bantling tine will shelter you, &r. 

The sense of the rest he perverted as he went on, 
with such surprising facility, that I could not help 
thinking he hud been at some pains to burlesque tlie 
performance. Miss Snapper ascribed it to the true 
cause, namely ignorance; and when he asked her 
how she relished his music, answered, that, in her 
opinion, the music and the words were much of a 
piece. “ O d—n my blood I” said he, “ I take that 
as a high compliment; for everybody allows the 
words are d—nable fine.” “They may be so,” 
replied the lady, “ for aught 1 know, hut they are 
above my comprehension.” “ I an’t obliged to find 
you comprehension, madam, curse me 1 ” cried he. 
“ No, nor to speak sense neither,” said she. “ D—n 
my heart,” said he, “I’ll speak what I please.” 
Here the lawyer interposed, by telling him there 
were some things he must not speak. And upon 
being defied to give an instance, mentioned treason 
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and defamStion. “As for the king,” cried the 
soldier, “ Ood bless him—1 eat his bread, and have 
lost blood in his cause, therefore 1 have nothing to 
say to him—^but, by G —d, 1 dare say any thing to 
any other man.” “ No,” said the lawyer, “ you dare 
not call me a rogue.” “ 1)—me, for what ?” said the 
other. “ Because,” replied the counsellor, “ I should 
have a good action against you, and recover.” 
“ Well, well,” cried the officer, “if I dare not call 
yon a rogue, I dare think yon one, d—me.” 'J'his 
stroke of wit he accompanied with a loud laugh of 
self-approbation, which unluckily did not affect the 
audience, but effectually silenced his antagonist, 
who did not open his mouth for the space of an 
hour, except to clear his pipe with three hems, 
which, however, produced nothing. 


CHAPTER LTV. 

Day breaking, I have the Pleasure of viewing the Person of 
Miss Snapper, whom I had not seen before—The Soldier is 
witty upon me—Is offended—Talks nmeli of his Valour—I.s 
reprimanded l)y a grave Oentlewointm—We are alarmed 
with the Cry of Highwaymen—I get out of the Coach, and 
stand in my own Defence—They ride off without having 
attacked us—I pursue them—One of tltem is thrown from 
his Horse and taken—1 return to the Co.arh—Am compli¬ 
mented by Miss Snapper—The Captain’s liehaviour on 
this Occasion—'The Prude reproaches me in a soliloguy —1 
upbraid her in the same manner—The ilelinviour of Mrs. 
Snapper at Ureakfast disobliges me—Tlie Lawyer is witty 
upon the Oflicer, who threatens him. 

In the mean time, day breaking in upon us, dis¬ 
covered to one another the tiices of their fellow- 
travellers, and 1 hud the good fortune to find my 
mistress not quite so deformed nor dhsagreeable as 
she hud bqpn represented to me. Her head, indeed, 
bore some nnseinblance to ahatehet, the edge being 
represented by her face t but she had a certain 
delicacy iti her complexion, and it great deal of 
vivacity in her eyes, which were very large and 
black ; and though the protuberance of her breast, 
when considered alone, seemed to drag her forwards, 
it was easy to perceive an equivalent on her back 
which balanced the other, and kept her body in 
equilibrio. On the whole, I thought 1 should have 
great reason to eongratulute myself, if it should 
be my fate to possi'ss twenty thousand pounds 
encumbered with such a wife. I began therefore 
to deliberate about the mo.st probable means of 
acquiring the oompiest, and was so much engros.sed 
by this idea, that I scarce took any notice of the 
rest of the people in the eoaidi, but revolved my 
project in silence ; while the conversation was 
maintained as before, by the object of my hopes, the 
son of Mars, and the barrister, who by this time 
had recollected himself, and talked in terms as much 
as ever. At length a dispute happened, which 
ended in a wager, to be determined by me, who wa.s 
so miieli absorbed in contem])lation, that I neither 
heard the reference nor the question, which was put 
to me by each in his turn; affronted at my supposed 
contempt, the soldier, with great vociferation, swore, 
I was either dumb or dcalj if not both, and that 1 
looked as if I could not say Boh to a goose. Aroused 
at this observation, I fixed my eyes upon him, and 
])ronounced with emphasis the interjection lioh! 
Upon which he cocked his hat in a fierce manner, 
and cried, “!)—me, sir, what d’ye mean by that?” 
Had I intended to an.swer him, which by the bye 
wag not my design, I sliould have been anticipated 


by Miss, who told him, my meaning was to show 
that I could cry Boh to a goose; and laughed very 
heartily at my laconic reproof. Her explanation 
and mirth did not help to appease his wrath, which 
broke out in several martial insinuations, such as— 
“ I do not understand such freedoms, d—me ! 
D—n my blood! I’m a gentleman, and bear the 
king’s commission. ’iSblood 1 some peoiile deserve 
to liave their noses pulled for their impertinence.” 
1 thought to have cheeked these ejaculations by a 
frown i because he had talked so much of his 
valour, that 1 had long ago rated him as an am in 
a lion’s skin; but this expedient did not answer my 
expectation; he tixik umbrage at the contraction of 
my brows, swore he did not value my sulky looks a 
fig’s end, and protested he feared no man breathing. 
Miss Snapper said she was very glad to find herself 
in company with a man of so much courage, 
who, she did not doubt, would protect us from 
all attempts of highwaymen during our journey. 
“ Make yourself ])crfectly easy on that head, 
madam,” replied the officer; 1 have got a pair of 
pistols (here they are) which I took from a horse 
officer at the battle of Dettingen—they are double 
loaded, and if any highwayman in Kiigland robs 
you of the value of a pin, while 1 have the honour 
of being in your company, d—n my heart.” When 
he had cxpre.ssed himself in this manner, a prim 
gentlewoman, who had sat silent hitherto, opened 
Her mouth, and said, she wondered how any man 
could be so rude as to i)ull out such weapons before 
ladies. “ D—me, madam,” cried the chainjuon, 
“ if you are so much afraid at sight of a pistol, 
how d’ye propose to stand fire if there should he 
occasion ? ” fcihe then told him, that if she thought 
he could he so umnamierly as to use fire-arms in 
her presence, whatever might be the occasion, she 
would get out of the coach immediately, and walk 
to the next village, where she might jiroeure a 
convenience to herself. Before he could make any 
answer, my Duleinea interposed, and observed, 
that, far from being offended at a gentleman's 
using his arms in his own defence, she thought 
herself very lucky in being along with one by 
whose valour she stood a good chance of saving 
herself from being rifled. The jirude cast a dis¬ 
dainful look at miss, and said, that iieiqile who have 
hut little to lose are sometimes the most .solicitous 
about ])reserving it. 'fhe old lady was affronted at 
this iiiuendo, and took notice, that people ought to 
be very well informed before they spoke slightingly 
of other people's fortunes, lest thej' discover their 
own envy, and make themselves ridiculous. The 
daughter declared, that she did not pretend to vie 
with any body in point of riches; and if the lady 
who iusisted upon non-resistance, would promise to 
indemnify us for all the loss we should sustain, she 
would he one of the first to persuade the captain to 
submission, in case we should be attacked. To 
this projiosal, reasonable as it wa.s, the reserved 
lady made no other reply, than a scornful glance 
and a toss of her head. I was very well pleased 
with the spirit of my mistress; and even wished 
for an opportunity of distinguishing my courage 
under her eye, which I believed could not fail ot 
prepossessing her in my favour; when, all of a 
sudden, Stra]> rode u]> to the coach door, and told 
us in a great fright, that two men on horseback 
were crossing the heath (for by this time we had 
passed Hounslow), and made directly towards us. 
This piece of information was no sooner delivered 
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thaTi Mrs. Snappei began to scream, her daughter 
grew pale, the other lady pulled out her purse to be 
iu readiness, the lawyer’s teeth chattered, while he 
pronounced, “ ’Tis no matter—^we’U sue the county, 
and recover.” The captain gave evident signs of 
confusion; and 1, after having commanded the 
coachman to stop, opened the door, jumped out, 
and invited the warrior to follow me. Rut finding 
him backward and astonished, took his pistols, and 
giving them to Straj>, who had by this time alighted, 
and trembled very much, I mounted on horseback, 
and taking my own, which I could better depend 
upon, from the holsters, cocked them both, and 
^ced the robbers, who were now very near u.s. 
Seeing me ready to oppose them on horseback, and 
another man armed a-foot, they made a halt at some 
distance to reconnoitre us, and, after having rode 
round us twice, myself still facing about as they 
rode, went off the same way as they come, at a 
hand-gallop. A gentleman’s servant coining uj) 
with a horse at the same time, 1 offered him a 
crown to assist me in pursuing them : which he no 
sooner accepted, than 1 armed him with the officer’s 
pistols, and we galloped after the thieves, who, 
trusting to the swiftness of their horses, stojjpedtill 
we came within shot of them, and then firing at us, 
put their nags to the full sjieed. Wc followed tliem 
as fast as our beasts could carry us; but not ])eing 
so well mounted us they, our efforts would have 
been to little purpose, had not the horse of one of 
them stumbled, and thrown his rider with such 
violence over his head, that he lay senseless when 
we came up, and was taken without the least op¬ 
position ; while his comrade consulted his own 
safety in flight, witliout regarding the distress of 
his friend. We scarce had time to make ourselve.s 
masters of his arms, and tie his hands together, 
before he recovered his senses, when learaing his 
situation, lie airt‘cte<l surprise, demanded to know 
by what authority we used a gentlenuiTi in that 
manner, and had the impudence to thn*aten us with 
a prosecution for robbery. In the mean time we 
p(‘reei\ed Strap chiming up with a crowd of people, 
armed with different kinds of weapons; and, among 
th(‘ rest a farmer, wlio no sooner perceived the 
thief*, whom we had secured, than he cried with 
great emotion, “ There's the fellow who robbed me 
an hour ago of twenty pounds in a canvass bag.” 
lie was immediately searched, and the money found 
exactly as it had been described. Upon which wc 
committed him to the eharge of the countryman, 
who curried him to the town of Hounslow, w'hich 
it seems the farmer had alarmed; and I, having sa¬ 
tisfied the footman for his trouble, according to 
promise, returned with Strap to the coach, w’herel 
found the captain and lawyer busy in administering 
smelling bottles and cordials to the grave lady, who 
had gone into a fit at the noise of the firing. 

When 1 had taken my seat, Miss ISnapper, who 
frfnn the coach had seen every thing that happemed, 
made me a compliment on iny behaviour, and said, 
she was glad to see me returned, without having 
received any injury: her mother too owned herself 
obliged to my resolution ; and the lawyer told me, 
that I was entitled by act of parliament to a reward 
of forty pounds, for having apprehended a high¬ 
wayman. The soldier observed, with a countenance 
in which impudence and hhainc struggling produced 
some disorder, that if 1 had not been in such a 
^hurry to get out of the coach, he would have 
secured the rogues effectually, without all this 


bustle and loss of time, by a scheme which my 
heat and precipitation ruined. “ For my own part, * 


* young lady 

he, “your sex protects you, madam; if any man on 
earth durst tell me so mucli. I’d send him to hell, 
d—n my heart! in an instant.” So saying, he fixed 
his eyes upon me, and asked if 1 had seen him trem¬ 
ble? lansweredwithouthesitation,“Yes.” “i)—me, 
sir,” said he, “d’ye doubt my courage?” I replied, 
“ Vcry m uch.” This declaration quite disconcerted 
him. lie looked blank, and pronounced with a 
faltering voice, “01 ’tis very well—d—n my 
blood! 1 shall find a time.” I signified my contempt 
of him, by thrusting my tongue in iny cheek, which 
humbled him so much, that he scarce swore another 
oath aloud during the whole journey. 

The precise lady having recruited her spirits by 
the help of some strong waters, began a soliloquy, in 
which she wondered that any man, who pretended 
to maintain the character of a gentleman, could, for 
the sake of a little paltry coin, throw persons of 
honour into such quandaries as might endangertheir 
lives; and professed her suri)rise, that women were 
not ashamed to commend such brutality ; at the 
same time vowing, that for the future she would 
never set foot in a stage coacli, if a private conve¬ 
nience could be had for love or money. 

Nettled at her remarks, I took the same method 
of conveying my sentiments, and wondered in my 
turn that any woman of common sense should be 
so unreasonable as to expect that people wlio had 
neither acquaintance or connexion with her, w’ould 
tamely allow themselves to be robbed and mal¬ 
treated, merely to indulge her enpricious huniqur 
1 likewise confessed my astonishment at her in¬ 
solence and ingratitude in taxing a person w'ith 
brutality, who deserved her ajiprobation and ac¬ 
knowledgment ; and vowed, that if ever she should 
be a&sauited again, I would leave her to the mercy 
of the spoiler, that she might know the value of 
my jiroteetion. 

This ])erson of honour did not think fit to carry 
on the altercation any farther, but seemed to chew 
the cud of her resentment, with the crest-fallen 
cajituin, while I entered into discourse with my 
charmer, who was the more pleased with my con¬ 
versation, as she had conceived a very indifferent 
opinion of my intellects from my former siicricc. I 
should have had cause to be equally satisfied w’itli the 
sprightlincss of her genius, could she have curbed 
her imagination with judgment; but she laboured 
under such a profusion of talk, that J dreaded Ik.t 
unruly tongue, and felt by anticipation the horrors 
of an eternal clack ! However, when I considered, 
on the other hand, the joys attendingthe possession 
of twenty thousand pounds, 1 forgot her imperfec* 
tions, seized occasion by the forelock, and endea¬ 
voured to insinuate myself into her affection. 'J'he 
careful mother kept a strict watch over her, and 
though she could nut help behaving civilly to me 
took frequent opportunities of discouraging our 
communication, by reprimanding her for being so 
free with strangervS, and telling her she must leum 
to speak less, and think more. Abridged of the use 
of speech, we conversed with our eyes, and ] found 
the y oung lady very eloquent in this kind of discourse. 
Ill short, 1 had reason to believe that she w’as sick 
of the old gentlewoman’s tuition, and that I should 
find it no difiicult matter to supersede her authority 
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When we arrived at the place where we were to 
breakfast, I alighted, and helped my mistress out of 
the coach, as well as her mother, who called for a 
private room, to which they withdrew, in order to 
eat by themselves. As they retired together, I 
perceived that Miss had got more twists from na¬ 
ture, than I had before observed, for she was bent 
sideways in the figure like an S, so that her pro¬ 
gression very much resembled that of a crab. The 
prude also cliose the captain for her messmate, and 
ordered breakfast for two only to be brouglit into 
another separate room; while the lawyer and 1, 
deserted by the rest of the company, were fain to 
put up with each other. 1 was a good deal cha¬ 
grined at the stately reserve of Mrs. Snapper, who 
1 thought did not use me with all the complaisance 
I deserved; and my companion declared, that he 
had been a traveller for twenty years, and never 
knew the stage-coach rules so much infringed be¬ 
fore. As for the honourable gentlewoman, 1 could 
not conceive the meaning of her attachment to the 
lieutenant; and asked the lawyer if lie knew for 
which of the soldier’s virtues she admired him? 
The counsellor facetiously replied, “ I suppose the 
lady luiows him to be an able conveyancer, and 
wants him to make a settlement in tail.” 1 could 
not help laughing at the archness of the barrister, 
who entertained me during breakfast, with a great 
deal of wit of the same kind, at the expense of our 
iellow-lravcllers; and among other things said, he 
wjis sorry to find the young lady saddled with such 
enoumbrauees. 

When we had made an endof our repast, and paid 
our reckoning, we went into the coach, took our 
places, and brib(‘d the driver with sixpence, to re¬ 
venge us on the rest of his fare, by luirrying them 
away in the midst of tlicir meal. This task be 
l>erformed to our satisfaction, after ho had disturbed 
their enjoyment with his iiuportunatc clamour. 
’Phe mother and daughter obeyed the summons 
first, and ooniing to the <;oach door, were obliged 
to desire the couchnian’s assistaiu'c to get in, be¬ 
cause the lawyer and J had agreed to show our re¬ 
sentment by our neglect. They were no sooner 
seated, than the captain appeared as much heated 
as if he had been i«irsued a dozen miles by an 
enemy ; and immediately after him came the lady, 
not without some marks of disorder. Having bolj)ed 
her up, he entered himself, growling a few oaths 
against the oouchman, for his impertinent iutemip- 
tioii; and the lawyer comforted hini by saying, 
that if ho had suffered a nisi prius through the ob¬ 
stinacy of the defeudant, he might have an op])or- 
tunity to join issue at the next stage. This last 
expression gave offence to the grave gentlewoman, 
who told him, if she was a man, she would make 
him repent of such obscenity, and thanked God 
she had never been in such company before. At 
this itisiuuation, the captain thought himself under 
a necessity of espousing the lady’s cause; and ac- 
cordiugly threatened to cut off the lawyer’s ears, 
if be should give his tongue any such liberties for 
the future. IMic poor counsellor begged pardon, 
and universal silence ensued. 

CHAPTER LV. 

1 resolve to ingratiate myself with the Mother, and am 
favoured by jiecident—The precise Lady finds her Hus¬ 
band, and quits llie Coach—The Captain is disappointed 
of his limner—We arrive at Bath—I accompany Miss 
Bnapper to the Long Boom, where she is .attacked by Beau 


Nash, and turns the laugh against Him*—I make Lof« 
to her, and receive a Check—Bqulre her to an Assembly, 
where 1 am blessed with a sight of my dear Narcissa, which 
discomposes me so much, that Miss Snapper observing my 
disorder, is at pains to discover the cause—Is piqued at the 
occasion, and, in our way Home, pays me a sarcastic com¬ 
pliment—I am met by Miss 'Williams, who is Maid and 
confidant of Narciisa—She acquaints me with her Lady's 
regard for me while under the disguise of a Servant, and 
describes the transports of Nnreissa on seeing me at the 
Assembly in the character of a (rcntlexnau—1 am sur¬ 
prised with an account of her Aunt's marriage, and make 
an appointment to meet Miss Williams next day. 

During this unsocial interval, my pride and in¬ 
terest maintained a severe conflict on the subject of 
Miss Snapper, whom the one represented as un 
worthy of notice, and the other proposed as the 
object of my whole attention: the advantages and 
disadvantages attending such a match were opposed 
to one another by my imagination; and at length 
my judgment gave it so much in favour of tlic first, 
that 1 resolved to prosecute my sclicme with all the 
address in my power. 1 thought 1 perceived some 
concern in her oountonance, occasioned by my 
silence, which she, no doubt, iiiiimted to my dis¬ 
gust at her mother's behaviour; and as 1 believed 
the old woman could not fail of ascribing my mute¬ 
ness to tlic same motive, J determined to continue 
that sullen conduct towardvS her, and fall upon some 
other method of manifesting my esteem for tho 
daughter: nor was it ditfieult for me to make her 
aO(juainted with my sentiments by the expression 
of my looks, which I modelled into the oharaeter.s 
of humility and love; and which were answered 
by her with all the sympathy and approbation 
I could <lesir(*. Ihit wlien J began to consider, that 
without further opportuniti(*s of improving my 
success, all the progn.*8s 1 had hitherto made would 
not much avail, and that .sucli opportunities could 
not be enjoyed without the mother’s piTniission ; I 
concluded it w'ould be reipiisile to vanquish her 
coldness and suspicion by my assiduities and re¬ 
spectful behaviour on the road; and she would in 
all likelihood invite me to visit her at Rath, where 
1 did not fear of being able to cultivate her 
acquaintanci* as much as w’ould be necessary to the 
aceoinjilislmieut of my pur[>ose. And indeed acci¬ 
dent furnished me with an opportunity of obliging 
her so Tiiiich, that she could not, with any appear¬ 
ance of good inauners, forbear to gi*atify my in¬ 
clination. 

When we arrived at our diTiing-plaoc, we found 
all the eatables in the inn bespoke by a certain 
nobhunun, who had got the start of us; and in all 
likelihood my mistress and her mother must have 
dined with Duke Humjfiirey, had 1 not exerted 
myself in their Mialf, and bribed the landlord w ith 
a glass of wine, to curtail his lordship’s entertain* 
iiieiit of a couple of fowls and some bacon, which I 
sent with my compliments to the ladies, ^’liey 
uece])ted my treat with a great many thanks, and 
desired 1 would favour them with niy comiinny at 
dhinor, where 1 amused the old gentlewoman so 
successfully, by maintaining a seemingly disin¬ 
terested ease in th'=' midst of iny civility, that she 
signified a desire of being better acquainted, and 
hoped 1 would be so kind as to see her somotinu‘8 
at Hath. AVhile I enjoyed myself in this manner, 
the precise lady liad the good fortune to meet with 
her husband, who was no otlu,‘r than gentleman, or, in 
other words, valet-de-ehambrc to the very uoblcmau 
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whose coach stood at the door. Proud of the interest 
she had in the house, she affected to show her power 
by introducing the captain to her spouse, as a per¬ 
son who had treated her with great civility; upon 
>vhich he was invited to a share of their dinner; 
while the i>oor lawyer, finding himself utterly 
abandoned, made application to me, and was, 
through my intercession, admitted into our com¬ 
pany. Having satisfied our appetites, and made 
ourselves merry at the expense of the person of 
honour, the civil captain, and complaisant husband, 
1 did myself the pleasure of discharging the bill hy 
stealth, for which I received a great many apologies 
and acknowledgments from my guests, and we re- 
embarked at the first warning. The officer was 
obliged, at last, to appease his hunger with a lun- 
<*heon of bread and cheese, and a pint bottle of 
brandy, which he despatched in the coach, cursing 
the iuappeteuee of his lordshij) who had ordered 
dinner to be put back a whole hour. 

Nothing nmiarkable happened during the re¬ 
maining ])art of our journey, which was finished 
next day, wlicn 1 waited on the ladies to the house 
of a relation, in which they intendi*d to lodge, and 
passing that night at the inn, took lodgings in the 
morning for myself. 

The f'orenoon w'us spent in visiting every thing 
that was wonh seeing in the jdace. in company 
with a gentleman tow’hom Ranter had given me a 
Icttin* of introduction; and in the aflernoon I wailed 
on the ladies, and found Miss a good deal indis- 
]K>sed with the fatigue of the journey. As they 
foresaw they should have occasion for a male 
acquamlance to sejuire them at all juiblic places, I 
was received w’ith great cordiality, and had the 
mother's commission to conduct them next day to 
the hong Room, which we no sooner entered, tliun 
the i*)es of every body jiresent were turned upon 
us; and when we had suffered the martyrdom of 
llicir looks for some time, a whis})er circulated at 
our exjienfio, which was accompanied with many 
eonteinptuous smiles and tittering observations, to 
iny utter shame aud confusion. J did not so much 
eonduct as follow my charge to a place where she 
seiited her mother and herself with astonishing 
composure, notwithstanding the unmannerly beha¬ 
viour of the whole comjiany, which seemed to be 
assumed merely to put her out of countenaiiee. 
Tile celebrated Mr. Nash, who commonly attends 
in tins placi*, as master of the ceremoni<\s, per¬ 
ceiving the dis})osition of the assembly, took ujinn 
himself the task of gratifying their ill-nature still 
fiirth(!r, by exposing iny mistress to the edge of his 
wit. With this view he approached us, witli many 
bows and grimaces, and after having welcomed 
Miss Snapper to the place, asked her, in the hear¬ 
ing of all iiresent, if she could inform him the 
name of Tohit's dog. I was so much incensed at 
his insolence that I should certainly have kicked 
him where he stood, without ceremony, had not the 
youug lady prevented the effects of iny indigna¬ 
tion, by replying, with the utmost vivacity, “His 
name was Nai?h, and an impudent dog he was.” 
Tliis rejiartce, so unexpected and just, niised such 
an universal laugli at tlie aggressor, that all his 
assurance was insufficient to support him under 
their derision; so that, after he had endeavoured to 
Compose himself, by taking snuff, and forcing a 
Buiile, he was obliged to sneak off in a very ludi¬ 
crous attitude; while ray Dulcitiea was applauded 
Vo the skies, for tlie brilliancy of her wit, and her 


acquaintance immediately courted by the best peo¬ 
ple of both sexes in the room, ^’his event, with 
which 1 w’as infinitely pleased at first, did not fail 
of alarming me, uj)on further reflection, when I 
considered, that the more she was caressed by 
persons of distinction, the more her pride would be 
inflamed, and consequently, the obstacles to my 
success multiplied and enlarged. Nor were my 
presaging fears untnie. That very night I jht- 
ceived her a little intoxicated with the incense she 
had received ; and though she still behaved with a 
particular civility to me, I foresaw, that, as soon 
as her fortune should he known, she would ho sur¬ 
rounded with a swarm of admirers, some one of 
whom might possibly, by excelling me in iioint of 
wealth, or in the arts of flattery and scandal, sup¬ 
plant me iu her esteem, aud find means to make the 
mother of Ids party. 1 resolved tlierofore to lose 
no time, and being invited to spend the evening 
with them, found an opportunity, in spite of the old 
gentlewoman's vigilance, to explain the meaning 
of my glances in the coach, by paying homage to 
her wit, and professing myself enamoured of her 
person. She blushed at my declaration, and iii a 
favourable manner disap])roved of the liberty 1 had 
taken, putting me in ndnd of our being strangers to 
each other, aud desiring I v^ould not be the means 
of interrupting our acipiaintance by any such un¬ 
seasonable strokes of gallantry for the future. My 
ardour was efleetually cheeked hy this reprimand, 
which wufi, liowcver, delivered in such a gentle 
manner that I liad no cause to he disobliged ; and 
tlie arrival of ber mother relieved me from a 
dilemma, in which I should not have known how 
to demean myself a minute longer. Neither could 
I resume the easiness of carriage with which I 
came in. My mistress acted on the reserve, and 
the conversation beginning to flag, the old hi/Jy 
introduced her kinswoman of the house, and jiro- 
posed a hand at whist. 

‘While w'e amused ourselves at this diversion, T 
understood from tlie gentlewoman, that there was 
to he an assembly next night, at which I bogged to 
liave the honour of dancing with Miss. {She thanked 
me for tlie favour I intended her, assured me she 
never did dance, hut signified a desire of seeing tin* 
conijiany ; wdien 1 offered my service, whicli was 
accepted *, not a little proud of being exempted from 
appearing with her, iu a situation, that, notwith¬ 
standing my profession to the contrary, w’as not at 
all agreeable to my inclination. 

Having supped, and continued the ^^mc, till such 
time £is the buccessive yawns of the niother warned 
me to be gone, I took my leave, and went home, 
where I made vStnip very happy with an account of 
my progress. Next day I jmt on my gayest apparel, 
and went to drink tea at Mrs. Snapper’s according 
to appointment, when 1 found, to my inexpressible 
satifiaetion, tliat she was laid up with the toothache, 
and that Miss was to be iritrust(*d to my care. Ac¬ 
cordingly, we set out tor tlie ball-room pretty early 
in the evening, and took j^ossession of a commodious 
place, where we had not sat longer than a quarter 
of an liour, when a gentleman dressed in a green 
frock came in, leading a young lady, whom 1 im- 
mediat(;ly discovered to he the adorable Narcissa! 
Good Heaven 1 what w ere the thrilHngs of my soul 
at that iustautl my reflection was overwhelmed 
with a torrent of agitation! my heart throbbed with 
sur})rising violence I a sudden mist overspread my 
eyes! my cars were invaded w’ith a dreadful sound 
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I paused for want of breath, and, in short, was for i 
some moments entranced! This hrst tumult sub¬ 
siding, a crowd of flattering ideas rushed upon my 
imagination. Every thing that was soft, sensible, 
and engaging in the character of that dear creature, 
recurred to my remembrance, and every favourable 
circumstance of my own qualifications ai>i>enred in 
all the aggravation of self-conccit, to heighten my 
expectation! Neither was this transport of long 
duration. ITie dread of her being already disposed 
of intervened, and overcast my enchanting reverie! 
My presaging apprehension represented her en¬ 
circled in the arms of some happy rival, and of 
consequence for ever lost to me t 1 was stung with 
this suggestion, and believing the person who con¬ 
ducted her to be tbe husband of this amiable young 
lady, already devoted him to my fury, and stood up 
to mark him for my vengeance; when I recollected, 
to my unspeakable joy, her brother, the fox-hunter, 
in the ])erson of her gallant. Undeceived so much 
to my satisfaction in this particular, I guzed, in a 
frenzy of delight, on tlui irresistible charms of his 
sister, who no sooner distinguished nn; in the crowd, 
than her evident confusion afforded a hap])y omen 
to niy tlamc. At sight of me she startled, the roses 
instantly vanished from her polislied cheeks, and 
returned in a moment with a double glow that over¬ 
spread her lovely neck, while her enchanting bosom 
heaved with strong emotion. I hailed these fa¬ 
vourable symptoms, and, lying in wait for her hH)ks, 
did homage with my eyes. She seemed to approve 
my declaration, by tlie complacency of her aspect; 
and 1 was so transported with her discovery, that 
more than once I was on the point of making up to 
her to disclose the throbbings of my heart in fierson, 
had not that profound veneration which her jire- 
aence always ins]>ired, restrained the unseasonable 
impulse. All my powers being engrossed in this 
manner, it may easily be imagined how ill I enter¬ 
tained Miss Snapper, on whom I could not now 
turn my eyes without making comparisons very 
little to her advantage. It was not even in my 
pt)wer to return distinct answers to the questions 
she asked from time to time, so that she could not 
help observing my absence of mind; and having 
a turn for observation, watched m^ glances, and 
tracing them to the divine object, discovered the 
cause of my disorder. That she might, however, 
be convinced of the truth of her conjecture, she 
began to interrogate me with regard toNarcissa, 
and, notwithstanding all my endeavours to disguise 
my sentiments, perceived ray attachment by my 
confusion. Upon whicli she assumed a stateliness 
of behaviour, and sat silent during the remaining 
part of the entertainment. At any other time, her 
suspicion would have alarmed me; but now 1 was 
elevated by my passion above every other con- 
Bideration. The mistress of my soul having retired 
with her brother, I discovered so much uneasiness 
at my situation, that Miss Snapper proposed to go 
home, and while I conducted her to a chair, told me 
she liad too great a regard for me to keep me any 
longer in torment. T feigned ignorance of her mean¬ 
ing, and having seen her safely at her lodgings, 
t<x)k my leave, and went home in an ecstasy, where 
J disclosed every thing that had happened to my 
confidant and humble servant Strap, w ho did not 
relish the accident so well as I expected, and ob¬ 
served that a bird in hand is worth two in the bush. 
‘Rut however,” said he, “you know best,—you 
know best,” Next day, as I went to the Uuinp- 


rooin, in hopes of seeing or hearing some tidings 
of my fair enslaver, 1 was met by a gentlewoman, 
who having looked hard at me, cried, “O 0—t! 
Mr. Random!” Surprised at this exclamation, I 
examined the countenance of the person who spoke, 
and immediately recognised my old sweetheart and 
fellow-sufferer. Miss Williams. 

1 was mightily pleased to find this unfortunate 
woman under such a decent aiqiearance, i)rofessed 
my joy at seeing her so well, and desired to know 
where I should have the pleasure of her conversa¬ 
tion. She was as lieurtily rejoiced at the apparent 
easiness of my fortune, and gave me to know, that 
she, as yet, had no habitation that she could properly 
cull her own, but would wait on me at any place I 
should please to aj)point. linderstanding that she 
was unengaged for the present, I showed her tbe 
way to my own lodgings, where, jffter a very affec¬ 
tionate salutation, slie informed me of her iK'ing 
very happy in the service of a young lad^' to whom 
she was recommended by a former mistress de¬ 
ceased, into whose family' she bad recommended 
herself by the honest deceit she had eoncerled while 
she lived with me in the garret at London. She 
ilnrn expressed a vehement desire to be acquainted 
widi the vicissitudes of my life since we parted, 
and excused her curiosity on account of the conceni 
she had for my interest. I forthwith gratified her 
request, and when I described my situation in 
Sussex, perceived her to attend to my story with 
particular <‘agerncss. She interrupted me when I 
had finished that period, with, “Uood God! is it 
possible!”—and then begged I would be so good as 
to continue my relation ; which 1 did us briefiy as 
I could, burning with impatience to know the cauRO 
of her surprise, about which I had already formed 
a very interesting conjecture. When 1 had brought 
my adventures down to the present day, she seemed 
very much aflected with the different circnmsUinees 
of mj' fortune; and saying with a smile, she believed 
my distresses were now at a i>eriod, proceeded to 
inform me, that the lady whom she served, was no 
other than the charming Narcissa, who had ho¬ 
noured her with her confidence for some time; in 
consequence of which trust, she had often repeated 
th(‘ story of .John Iln)w n, with great admiration and 
regard; that she loved to dwell upon tbe ])articnlars 
of his character, and did not scruple to own a tender 
approbation of his flame. I became delirioiis ut tins 
piece of intelligence, strained MiSxS Williams in my 
embrace, called her the angel of my happiness, and 
acted such extravagances, that she might have been 
convinced of my sincerity, had she not been satis¬ 
fied of my honour before. As soon as 1 was in 
condition to jic'ld attention, she described the pre¬ 
sent situation of her mistress, who bad no sooner 
reached her lodgings the night before, than she 
closeted her, and, in a rapture of joy, gave her to 
know that she had seen me ut the hall, where J ap- 
j)eured in the character which slu* always thought 
my due, with such advantage of translbnnutioii, 
that unless my image had been engraven on her 
heart, it would have been impossible to know me 
for the person who had worn her aunt’s livery; tliat, 
by the language of my eyes, she was assured of the 
continuance of my passion for her, and consequently 
of my being unengaged to any other; and that, 
though she did not doubt I would speedily fall upon 
some method of being introduced, kIio was so im¬ 
patient to hear of me, that slie (Miss Williams) had 
been sent abroad this very morning, on purpose to 
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earn the name and character I at present hore. 
Ay bosom had been hitherto a stranger to such a 
lood of joy us now rushed upon it. My faculties 
rere overborne by the tide. It was some time be- 
ore I could open my mouth, and much longer ere 
could utter u coherent sentence. At length, 1 
ervently requested her to lead me immediately to 
he object of my adoration. Thit she resifiU*d my 
mportunity, and explained the danger of such pre- 
nature conduct. “ How favourable soever,” said 
lie, “my lady's inclination towards you raa^ be, 
'ou may depend upon it, she will not commit the 
mnllest trespass on decorum, either in disclosing 
ler own, or in receiving a declaration of your 
usion ; and although the great veneration I have 
or you has prompted me to reveal what she com- 
aiinicated to me in confidence, I know so well the 
everity of her sentiments with respect to the punc- 
ilioa of her sex, that, if she could learn the least 
iirmise of it, she would not only dismiss me as a 
r retch unworthy of her beuevolence, but also for 
Vi-r shun the efforts of your love.” J assented to 
lie justness of her remonstrance, and desired she 
roiiid assist me with her advice and direction. 
tpoH which, it was concerted between us, that, for 
lie i>resent, I should he contented with her telling 
'liireissa, that, in the course of her inquiries, she 
ould only loam my name; and that if, in a day 
r two, I could fall upon no other method of being 
ntrodticed to her mistress, she would deliver a letter 
pom me, ou pretenee of consulting her happiness; 
!ul say that 1 met her in the streets, and bribed 
er to this ]>iece of service. Matters being thus 
djusted, ] kept my old acquaintaucc to breakfast, 
Tul learned, fmm her conversation, that my rival 
'ir "rimothy had drunk himself into an ajioplexy, 
-f which he died five months ago; that the savage 
ras still unmarried; and that his aunt had been 
ei^ed with a whim which he little expected, and 
hosen the schoolmaster of th(‘ parish for her lord 
nd husband; but matrimony not agreeing with her 
rmstitution, she had been hectic and dropsical a 
.ood while, and was now at Hath, in order to drink 
he waters for the recovery of her health ; that her 
ieee liad accompanied h<*r thither at her request, 
nd attended her with the same affection as before, 
lOlwithstanding the mistake she had committed; 
nd that her nejihow, who had been exasperated at 
he loss of her fortune, did not give his attendance 
ut of good-will, but purely to have an eye on his 
istor, lest slie should likewise throw' herself away, 
fithout his consent or approbation. Having enjoyed 
urselves in this manner, and made an assignation 
.) meet next day at a certain place. Miss Williams 
yok her leave; and Strap’s looks being very in- 
uisitive about the nature of the communication 
ubsisting between us, 1 made him acquainted with 
be whole ^air, to his groat astonishment and sa- 
isfaction. 

CHAPTER LVI. 

become acquainted with Narcisfia’s Brother, w'ho invites 
me to his House, wliere I am introduced fn that adorable 
Creature—After Dinner, the Sqture retires to take his Nap 
—Freeman, g^uessing the Situation of niy Thoughts, with¬ 
draws likewise on pretence of Business—-! declare my 
Passion to Narcissa—Am well received-Charmed with 
her Conversation—The Squire detains u« to Supper—1 
elude his Design by a Stratagem, and get home sober. 

N ihe afternoon I drank tea at the house of^Mr. 
reeman, to whom I had been recommended by 


Ranter; where 1 had not sat five minutes till the 
fox-hunter came in, and by his familiar behaviour 
apj)cared to be intimate with my friend. I was at 
first under some concern, lest he should recohect 
my features ; but when 1 found myself introduced 
to him as a genllemau from London, without being 
discovered, I blessed the opportunity that brought 
me into his company, hoping that, in the course of 
our acquaintance, he would invite me to his house. 
Nor were my hopes frustrated; for, as we spent 
the evening together, he grew extremely fond of 
my conversation, asked a great many childish 
questions about France and foreign parts; and 
s(*eined so highly entertained with my answers, 
that, in his cujis, he shook me often by the hand, 
pronounced me an honest fellow, and, in fine, de¬ 
sired our company at dinner next day in his own 
liouRo. My imagination was so much employed in 
anticipating the happiness I was to enjoy next da), 
tliat ] slept very little that night; but, rising ear\y 
in the morning, went to the place appointed, where 
] met my shc-friend, and imparted to her my suc¬ 
cess with the Sfpiire. IShe was very much pleased 
at the occasion, which, she said, could not fail of 
being agreeable to 'N;ircissa, who, in spite of her 
passion for me, had mentioned some scruples re¬ 
lating to my true situation and character, w'hicli the 
delicacy of lier sentiments suggested, and whieh she 
believed 1 would find it necessary to remove, though 
she did not know how. 1 was a good deal startled 
at this insinuation, because \ foresaw the difficulty 
1 should find in barely doing myself justice ; for, 
although it never was my intention to impose myself 
uj)on any woman, much less on Narcissa, as a man 
of fortune, 1 laid claim to tin; character of a gentle¬ 
man, by birth, education, and behaviour ; and yet, 
so unlucky hud the circumstances of my life fallen 
out, 1 should find it a very hard matter to make 
good my pretensions even to these, especially to the 
last, which was the most essential. Miss VVilliums 
was as sensible as 1 of this my disadvantage, hut 
comforted me with observing, that when once a 
woman had bestowed her affections on a man, she 
cannot help judging of him in all respects vitli a 
[lartialily easily influenced in his favour. She re¬ 
marked, that although some situations of my life 
had bo(*n low, yel. none of them had been infamous; 
that iny indigence had been the crime not of me. 
but of fortune; and that the miseries J bad under¬ 
gone, by improving the faculties both of mind and 
body, qualified me the more for any dignified sta¬ 
tion, and would of conseiiuenee recommend me to 
the good graces of any sensible woman. She, 
therefore, advised me to be always open and unre¬ 
served to the inquiries of iny mistress, without 
unnecessarily betraying the meanest occurreuees of 
my fate, and trust to the strength (if her love and 
refiection for the rest. The sentiments of this 
sensible young woman, on this as well as on almost 
every other subject, ])erfectly agreed with mine; 1 
tlianked her for the care she took of my interests, 
and promising to behave myself aceording to her 
direction, we parted, after she had assured me that 
I might dejiend upon her best otiices with her mis¬ 
tress, and that she would from time to time com¬ 
municate to me such intelligence as she should 
jiroeure relating to my flame. Having dressed 
myself to the best advantage, I w aited for the time 
of dinner with the most fearful impatience; aud as 
the hour drew nigh, my heart beat with such iu- 
creased velocity, aud my spirits contracted such 
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disorder, that I began to suspect my resolution, and 
even to wish myself disengaged. At last Mr. 
Ereeman called at my lodgings, in his way, and I 
accompanied him to the house where all my hap¬ 
piness was deposited. We were very kindly recciv^ 
by the squire, who sat smoking his pi])e in a parlour, 
and asked if we chose to drink anything before din¬ 
ner. Though 1 never had more occasion for a 
cordial, 1 was ashamed to accept his offer, which 
was also refused by my friend. VVe sat down, how¬ 
ever, and entered into conversation, which lasted 
half an liour, so that I had time to recollect myself; 
and, so capricious were my thoughts, even to hope 
that hlarcissa would not appear-—when all of a 
sudden, a servant coming in, gave us notice that 
dinner was upon the table—and my perturbation 
returned with such violence, that 1 could scarce 
conceal it from the company as I ascended the 
staircase. When I entered the dining-room, the 
first object tliat saluted my ravished eyes was the 
divine Narcissa, blushing like Aurora, adorned with 
all the graces that meekin;sH, innocence, and beauty 
can diffuse 1 I was seized with a giddiness, my 
knees tottered, and I scarce had strength enough 
to perform the ceremony of salutation, when her 
brother, slapping me on the shoulder, cried,“Mea-stcr 
Randan, that there is my sister.” 1 approached 
her with eageniess and fear; hut in the moment of 
our embrace, my soul was agonized with rapture! 
It was a lucky circumstance for us both, that tny 
entertainer was not endued with an uncommon 
stock of penetration; for our mutual confusion was 
so manifest, tlmt Mr, Ereeraan perceived it, and as 
we went homo together, congratulated me on my 
good fortune. Rut so far was Jlruin from enter- 
taininjj the least suspicion, that he encouraged me 
to begin a conversation with mj mistress in a lan¬ 
guage unknown to him, by telling her, that he had 
brought a gentleman who could jabber with her in 
E'rench and other foreign Hugos, as fast as she 
jileased: then turning to me, said, “Odds bobs! I 
wish you would hold discour.se with her in your 
E’rench or Italiano, and tell me if she understands 
it as well as she would be thought to do-—there’s 
her aunt and she will chatter together whole days 
in it, and I can't have a mouthful of English for 
love or money.” 1 consulted the look of my amiable 
mistress, and tbnnd her averse to his propo.s!d, which 
she declined with a sw eettiess of denial peculiar to 
herselti as a piece of disrespect to that jiart of the 
company which did not understand the language in ' 
question. As I had the happiness of sitting oppo- ' 
site to her, I feasted my eyes nmeh more than my 
palate, which she tempted in vain with the most 
delicious bits carved by her fair hand, and recom¬ 
mended by her persuasive tongue; but all my other 
appetites were swallowed up in the immensity of 
my love, which 1 fed by gazing incessantly on the 
delightful object. Dinner was scarce ended, when 
the squire became very drowsy, and, after several 
dreadful yawns, got up, stretched himself, took two 
or three turns across the room, begged we would 
allow him to take a short nap, and having laid a ' 
strong injunction on his sister to detain us till his 
return, went to hie repose without furtherceremony. 
He had not been gone many minutes, when E'ree- 
mau, guessing the situation of my heart, and think¬ 
ing he could not do me a greater favour than to 
leave me alone with Narcissa, pretended to recollect 
himself all of a sudden, and starting up, begged the 
lady’s pardon for half an hour, for he had luckily 


remembered an engagement of some conseq^uence, 
that he must perform at that instant; so saying, he 
took his leave, promising to come back time enough 
for tea, leaving my mistress and me in great con¬ 
fusion. Now that I enjoyed an opportunity of dis¬ 
closing the jianfmgs of my soul, 1 had not power to 
use it. I studied many pathetic declarations, hut 
when I attempted to give them utterance, my tongue 
denied its office; and she sat silent, with a downcast 
look, full of anxious alarm, her bosom heaving with 
expectation of some great event. At length I en¬ 
deavoured to put ail end to this solemn pause, and 
began with, “it is very surprising, madam,”—Here 
the sound dying away, 1 made a full sto|)—while 
Narcissa starting, blmshed, and, with atimid accent, 
answered, “ Sir?” Confounded at this note of in¬ 
terrogation, 1 pronounced, with the most sheepish 
bashfulness, “ Jladain 1” To which she replied, 
“1 beg pardon—1 thought you had spoke to me.” 
Another jiause ensued—1 made another effort; and 
though my voice faltered very much at the begin¬ 
ning, made shift to express myself in this manner: 
“ I say, madam, ’tis very surprising that love sliould 
act so inconsistent wilh itself, as to deprive its 
votaries of the use of their faculties when they have 
most need of them. Since the happy occasion of 
being alone with you presented itself, 1 have made 
many unsuccessful attemjits to declare a passion for 
the loveliest of her sex—a jiassion which took pos¬ 
session of my soul, while my cruel fate eomjielled 
me to wear a servile tlisguise so iinsuitiible to my 
birth, sentiments, and, let me add, my deserts; yet 
favourable in one respect, as it furnished me with 
opjiortunities of seeing and adoring your perfec¬ 
tions. Yes, madam, it was then your dear idea 
entered my bosom, where it has lived unimiiaired 
in the mid.st of numberless cares, and animated me 
against a thousand dangers and calamities.” While 
I spoke thus, she concealed her face with her fan, 
and when 1 ceased speaking, recovering lierself 
from the most beautiful confusion, told me, she 
thought herself very much obliged by ray favour¬ 
able opinion of her, and that she was very sorry to 
hear I had beeu imfortumite. Encouraged by this 
gentle rejily, 1 proceeded, owned myself sullicieutly 
recompensed by her kind compassion for what I 
had undergone, and declared that the future happi¬ 
ness of niy' life depended solely uiion her. “ Sir,” 
Btiid she, “ I should be very ungrateful, if, after the 
signal protection you once afforded me, I should 
refuse to contribute towards your hajipiuess, in any 
reasonable condescension.” Transported at this 
acknowledgment, I threw myself at her feet, and 
begged she would regard my passion with a favour¬ 
able eye. She was alarmed at my behaviour, 
entreated me to rise, lest her brother should discover 
me in that posture, and to spare her, for the present, 
upon a subject for which she was altogether unpre¬ 
pared. in consequence of this remonstrance, I 
rose, assuring her I would rather die than disobey 
her ; but in the mean time begged her to consider 
how precious the minutes of this opportunity were, 
and what restraint I put upon my inclinations in 
sacrificing them to her desire. She smiled with 
unspeakable sweetness, and said there would be no 
want of opportunities, provided I could maintain 
the good opinion her brother had conceived of me; 
and I, enchanted by her charms, seized her liand, 
which 1 well nigh devoured witb kisses. But she 
checked my boldness with a severity of counte¬ 
nance, and desired I would not so far forget myself 
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to her as to endanger the esteem she had for mo; 
she reminded me of our being almost strangers to 
each other, and of the necessity there irns for her 
knowing me hotter before she could take any reso¬ 
lution in iny favour; and, in short, mingled so much 
good sense and complacency in her reproof, that I 
became as much enamoured of her understanding, 
as 1 had been before of her beauty, and asked par¬ 
don for my presumption •with tlie utmost reverence 
of conviction. She forgave my offence with her 
usual affability; and sealed my pardon with a look 
so full of bewitching tenderness, that for some 
minutes my senses were lost in ecstasy I I after- 
wardscudeavoured to regulate my behaviour accord¬ 
ing to her desire, and turn the conversation uj>on a 
more indifferent subject. Hut her presence was an 
insurmountable obstacle to my design; while I be¬ 
held BO much excellence, 1 found it impossible to 
call my attention from the contemplation of it! 1 

gazed with unutterable fondness 1 1 grew mad with 
admiration ! “ My condition is insupportable I” 

cried J, “ T am distracted with passion! why arc 
you so exquisitely fair ? Why arc you so enchant- 
ingly good? Why has nature dignified you with 
charms so much above the standard of women? 
and, wretch that 1 am, how dares my unwortbiness 
aspire to the enjoyment of such perli'ction ?” 

Slie wius startled at ray ravings, reasoned down 
my transport, and by her irresistible ekxpienee 
soothed my soul into a state of tramiuU felicity ; 
but, lest I might suffer a relapse, industriously jiro- 
moled other subjects to entertain iny imagination. 
She chid me for having OT«itte<l to imjnivc about 
her aunt, who, she assured nio, in the midst of all 
her ahsenee of temper, ami detachment from com¬ 
mon affairs, often talked of me with uncommon 
wanntlL 1 professed my veneration for the good 
lady, excused my omission, by imputing it to the 
violence of my love, which engi’ossed my whole 
voul, and desired to know the situation of her health. 
Upon which the amiable J^arcissa ivpeat(*d what I 
had beard before, of her marriage, with all the ten- 
diTness for her reputation that tlie subject would 
admit of; told me she lived with her husband hard 
by, and was so imieli atRieted with the dropsy, and 
wasted by a consumption, that she bad small hopes 
of her recfvvery. Having expressed iny sorrow for 
her distemi»er, 1 questioned her about iny good 
friend Mrs. Sagely, who 1 learned, to my great satis¬ 
faction, -w'as still in good health, and who had, by 
the encomiums she bestowed upon me aftCT 1 was 
gone, confiniicd the favourable impressions my be- 
Ivaviour at parting had made on Narclssa’s heart 
'J'ho circumstance, introduced on inquiry into the 
conduct of Sir Timothy Thicket, who, she infomu'd 
nie, had found means to incense her brother so much 
against me, that she found it impossible to unde¬ 
ceive him ; but on the contrary, suffered very much 
in her own character by bis scandalous insinuations; 
that tli£ whole parish was alarmed, and actually in 
pursuit of me, so that she had been in the utmost 
onsternation upon my account, w'ell knowing how 
little my own innocence, and her testimony, would 
have weighed with the ignorance, prejudice, and 
brutality of those who must have judged me, had 1 
been apprehended. That Sir Timothy, having been 
seized with a fit of apoi>lexy, from which, with 
great diffictilty, he was recovered, began to be ap¬ 
prehensive of death, and to prepare himself accord¬ 
ingly for that great event; as a step to which he 
sent for her brother, owdcmI. with great contrition, 


the brut;d design he had upon her, and, of conse¬ 
quence, acquitted mo of the assault, robbery, and 
correspondence with her, which he laid to my 
charge; after which confession, he lived about a 
month in a languishing condition, and was carried 
off* by a second assault. 

Every word that this dear creature spoke, riveted 
the chains with which she held me enslaved. My 
mischievous fancy began to work, and the tempest 
of my passion to wake again, when the return of 
Preeman destroyed the tempting opportunity, and 
enabled me to tiuell the rising tumult. A little while 
after, the squire staggered into the room, rubbing 
his eyes, and called for his tea, which be drank out 
of a small bowl, qualified w'ith brandy, while we 
took it in the usual way. blarcissa left us in order 
to visit her aunt; and when Erecmaii and 1 ^iro- 
posed to take our leave, the fox-hunter insisted on 
our sp<'nding the evening at his bouse with sneli 
obstinacy of affection, that we w'ere obliged to com¬ 
ply. For my own part, 1 should have been glad of 
the invitation, by which, in all likelihood, J should 
be blessed with more of hia sister’s company, ha<l I 
not been afraid of risking her esteem, by entering 
into a debauch of drinking with him, which, from 
the know'ledge of his character, I foresaw -would 
happen ; but there was no remedy. 1 was forced 
to rely upon the strength of my constitution, which 
1 hoped w'otild resist intoxiention longer than the 
squire’s, and to trust, to the good-nature and discre¬ 
tion of my mistress ibr the rest. 

Our entertainer, resolving to begin by times, 
ordered the table to be fiiniisbed ^^itb liquor and 
glasses immediately after tea ; but we absolutely 
refused to set in for drinking so soon, and prevailed 
upon him to pass away an hour or t\so at whist, in 
which we engaged as soon as Narcissa rettirm'd. 
I’lie savage and I happt'ned to be })artn(‘rs at first; 
and MS my tboughts were •wholly employoil in a 
more interesting game, } played so ill, that he lost 
all patience, sw ore bitterly, and threatened to eaii 
for -wine if they would not grant him another asso¬ 
ciate. 'J’his desire was gratified, and Narei.ssa and 
I were of a si<lc ; he won, for the sanu* reason that 
made him lose before. 1 was satisfied, my lovely 
partner did not reinne, and the time slipped aw ay 
very agreeably, until we were told that sujiper was 
served in another room. 

The squire was enraged to find the evening so 
nnprofitably sjient, and wreaked his vengennee on 
the cards, which lietore, amleoimuitted tothe flumes 
•with many oxecrations, threatening to make us re¬ 
deem our loss with a large glass*, and (piiek circu¬ 
lation ; and, indeed, w'e had no sooner suiqu'd, and 
my charmer withdrawn, than he began to put his 
threats in execution. Three bottles of port (for he 
drank no other sort of wine) were jdaeed before us, 
•with as manywater-glusses, which were immediately 
filled to the brim, after Iiis exainjih*, by each, out 
of his respective allowance, and emptied in a trice, 
U) the befit in Chrisiviulom. Though 1 swallowed 
this and the next as fast as the glass could be re¬ 
plenished, without hesitatiou or show of reluctance, 
I perceived that my brain would not be able to bear 
many bumpers of this sort; and, dreading the per¬ 
severance of a champion who began with such 
vigour, I detenniued to make up for the deficiency 
of niy strength by a stratagem, which I actually put 
in practice when the second course of bottles was 
(ialled for. The wine being strong and heady, I 
was already a good deal discomiiosed by the de- 
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spatch we had made, Freeman’s eyes began to reel, 
and Bruin himself was elevated into a song, ■which 
he uttered with great vociferation. When 1, there¬ 
fore, saw the second round brought in, 1 assumed a 
gay air, entertained him with a French catch on 
the subject of drinking, which, though he did not 
understand it, delighted him highly, and telling 
Inm that your choice spirits at Varis never troubled 
themselves with glasses, asked if he had not a bowl 
or cup in the house that would contain a whole 
quart of wine, “ Odds niggers I” cried he, “ i 
have a silver eaudle cup that holds just the quan¬ 
tity, for all the world “--fetch it hither, Num])S.” 
The vessel being produced, I bade him decant his 
bottle into it, which he having done, 1 nodded in a 
very deliberate manner, and said, “ Vledge you.” 
He stared at me for some time, and crying, “What! 
all at one pull, Measter llandan!” I answered, 
“ At one pull, sir; you are no milk-sop—we shall 
do you justice.” “Shall >ou,” said lie, shaking 
me hy the hand, “ odds then. I'll see it out, an’t 
were a mile to the bottom. Here’s to our better 
acquaintance, Measter llandanso saying, he ap¬ 
plied it to his lips, and emptied it in a breath. I 
knew the effect of it would be almost instantaneous; 
therefore, taking the cup, began to discharge my 
bottle into it, telling him he was now qualified to 
drink with the Cham of Tartary. I had no sooner 
pronounced these words, than he took umbrage at 
them, and, after several attempts to spit, made shift 
to stutter out, “ A f—t for your Chams of T— 
Tartary \—a am a f—f—free-born Englishman, 
worth th—three thousand a year, and v—value no 
man, d—^me!” Then, dropping his jaw, and fixing 
his eyes, he hiccuped aloud, and fell upon the fioor 
as mute us a flounder. Mr. Freeman, heartily glad 
at his defeat, assisted me in carrying him to l^^d, 
where wc left him to the care of his servants, and 
went lioine to our respective hahltations, congratu¬ 
lating each other on our good fortune. 

CIIABTEU EVIL 

Mias ■Williams informs mo of Naicissa’a approbation of my 
Flame—1 appease tlie Squire—Write to my Mistress, am 
blessed withan Answer—lieg leave, of her Krotherto Dance 
with her at a Ball; obtain his consent and hers—Enjoy a 
private Conversation with her—Am.perplexed with Be- 
flections—Have the honour of appearing her Partner at a 
Ball—We are complimented l)y a certain Nobleman—He 
discovers some symptoms of a passion for Narcissa—I am 
stung with Jealousy—Narclssa alarmed, retires—T observe 
Melinda in the Company — The Squire is captivated by 
her Beauty. 

I 'WAS met next morning, at the usual place, by 
Miss Williams, who gave me joy of the progress 
I had made in the affection of her mistress, and 
blessed me with an account of that dear creature’s 
conversation with her, after she had retired the 
night before from our company. 1 could scarce 
believe her information, when she recounted her 
expressions in my favour, so much more warm and 
passionate were they than my most sanguine hopes 
nad presaged; and was particularly pleased to Hear 
that she approved of behaviour to her brovher 
after iie withdrew. Transported at the news 
of my happiness, I presented my ring to the mes¬ 
senger, as a testimony of my gratitude and satis¬ 
faction ; but she was above sucli mercenary consi¬ 
derations, and refused my compliment with some 
resentment, saying she was not a little mortified to 
see my opinion of her so low and contemptible. J 


did myself a piece of justice by explaining my 
behaviour on this head, and, to convince her of my 
esteem, promised to be ruled by her directions in 
the prosecution of the whole affair, which I had so 
much at heart, that the repose of my life depended 
upon the consequence. 

As 1 ferveutiy wished for another interview, 
where I might pour out the effusions of my love 
without danger of being interrupted, and perhaps 
reap some endearing return from tlie queen of my 
desires, I implored her advice and assistance in 
promoting this event. But she gave me to under¬ 
stand, that Narcissa ■^v'ould make no precipitate 
compliances of this kind, and that I would do well 
to cultivate lier brother’s acquaintance, in the 
course of which 1 should not want opportunities of 
removing that reserve which my mistress thought 
herself obliged to maintain during the infancy of 
our correspondence. In tlie mean time she pro¬ 
mised to tell her lady, that 1 had endeavoured, by- 
presents and jicrsuasions, to prevail u])on her (Miss 
W'^illiams) to deliVer a letter from me, which she 
had refused to charge herself with, until she would 
know Narcissa's sentiments of the matter; and said, 
hy these means slie did not doubt of being able to 
open a literary communicution between us, which 
could not fail of introducing more intimate con¬ 
nexions. 

I approved of licr counsel, and our appointment 
being renewed for next day, left her with an intent 
of falling upon some method of being reeonciled to 
the Rijuire, who, T supposed, would t>e offended with 
the trick we hud put upon him. With this view, 
I consulted Freeman, who, from his knowh*dge 
the fox-hnnter’s disjiosition, assured me tliere was 
no other method of })aeifying him, than that of 
sacrificing ourselves, for one night to an equal 
match witli him in drinking. 'I'his expedient, 1 
found myself necessitated to comply with, for the 
interest of my passion, and therefore determined to 
commit the debauch at my own lodgings, that I 
might run no risk of being discovered by Nareissa 
in a state of brutal degeneracy. Mr. Freeman, 
who was to he of the party, went at my desire to 
the S([uire, in order to engage him, while I took care 
to furnish mysefffor his reception. My invitation 
was accepted, my guests lionoured me with their 
company in the evening, when Bruin gave me to 
understand that he had drank many tuns of wine 
in his life, but was never served such a trick as 1 
had playtMl upon him the night before. T j^romised 
to atone for rny trespass, and having ordered to 
every man his bottle, began the contest with a 
bumper to the healtli of Nareissa. The toasts cir¬ 
culated with great devotion, the li(juor b<‘gan to 
operate, our mirth grew noisy, and as Freeman and 
I had the advantage of drinking small French 
claret, the savage was effectually^ tamed before our 
senses were in the least affected, and carried home 
in an apoplexy of drunkenness. 

T was next morning, as usual, favoured with a 
visit from my kind and punctual confidant who 
telling me she was permttted to receive my letters 
for her mistress, I took up the pen immediately, 
and following the first dictates of my passion, 
wrote as follows: 

D£An Madam, —^Were it possible for the powers of utter¬ 
ance to reveal the soft emotions of my soul; the fond anxiety, 
tile Blowing hopes, the chilling fears, that rule my breast by 
turns; 1 should need no other -witness than this paper, to 
evince the purity and ardour of tht*it llame your charms have 
kindled in my heart. ^But, alas 1 expression wrongs iny 
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lovel I am inspired with conceptions that no language can 
conrcrl Your beauty ilUs me with wonder! your under¬ 
standing with ravishment, and your goodness with adora¬ 
tion ! 1 am transported with desire, distracted with doubts, 
and tortured with impatience I Sufler me then, lovely arbi- 
tresa of my fate, to approach you in person, to breathe in 
soft murmurs my passion to your ear, to offer the sacrifice 
of a heart ovcriiowing with the most genuine and disinlbr- 
ested love; to gaze with ecstasy on the divine object of my 
wishes, to hear tlie music of her enchanting tongue; and to 
rejoice In her smiles of approbation, which will banish the 
most intolerable suspense from the bosom of, 

f Your enraptured “ R-R- 

Having finished this effusion, 1 committed it to 
the eare of my faithful friend, with, an injunetion 
to second my entreaty with all her eloquence and 
influence; and in the mean time, went to dress, 
with an intention of visiting Mrs, Snapper and 
Miss, whom I had utterly neglected, and indeed 
almost forgot, since my dear Narcissa had resumed 
tlie empire of my soul. The old gentlewoman 
received me very kindly, and Miss affected a frank¬ 
ness and gaiety, whieh, however, I could easily 
perceive were forced and dissembled; among other 
things, she pretended to joke me upon my jiassion 
for Narcissa, which she averred was no secret, and 
a-sked if I intended to dance with her at the next 
assembly. I was a good deal concerned to find 
myself become the town-lalk on this subject, lest 
the squire, having notice of my inclinations, should 
disapprove of them, and, by breaking off all cor¬ 
respondence with me, deprive mp of the opportu¬ 
nities 1 now enjoyed. But I resolved to use the 
interest T liad with him, while it lasted; and that 
very night meeting him occasionally, asked his 
jHTmibsioD to solicit her company at the ball, which 
he very readily granted, to my inexpressible sa¬ 
tisfaction. 

Having been kept awake the greatest part of the 
night a thousand delightful reveries that took 
possession of my fancy, I got up by times, and 
flying to the place of rendezvous, had in a little 
time tlie ideasure of seeing IVli&s Williams approach 
with a smile on her countenance, which, 1 inter¬ 
preted into a good omen. Neither was 1 mistaken 
m my presage. She presented me with a letter 
from the idol of my soul, which, after having kissed 
it devoutly, I opened with the utmost eagerness, 
and was blessed with her approbation in these 
terms: 

“ Siu.- To say I look upon you with indifference, would be 
a ])iece of dissimulation, wliicli I tinnk no decorum requires, 
and no custom can justify. As my lieart never felt an nn- 
]>ies8ion that my tongue was ashamed to declare, 1 will not 
scruple to own myself pleased with your passion, confi¬ 
dent of y.iur integrity, and so well convinced of my own dis¬ 
cretion, that I should not hesitate in granting you the inter¬ 
view you desire, were 1 not overawed by the prying 
curiosity of a malicious world, the censure of which might 
be luially prejudicial to the reputation of 

“ Your Naucisba.” 

No anchorite in the ecstasy of devotion ever 
adored a relique with more fervour than that with 
whichikissedthis inimitable proof of my charmer's 
candour, generosity, and aftection 1 I read it over 
an hundred times; wasjravished with her con¬ 
fession in the beginning; but the subscription of 
Your Narcism, yielded me such delight as I had 
never felt before. My happiness was still increased 
by Miss Williams, who blessed me with a repetition 
of her lady’s tender expressions in my favour, when 
she received and read my letter. In short, I hud 
all the reason in the world to believe that this gen¬ 
tle creature’s bosom was possessed by a passion for 
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me, as warm, though perhaps not so impetuous, as 
mine for her. 

1 informed my friend of the squire’s consent to 
my dancing with Narcissa at the bail, and desired 
her to tell her mistress, that 1 would do myself the 
honour of visiting her in the afternoon, in conse¬ 
quence of his permission, when I hoped to find her 
as indulgent as her brother had been complaisant 
in that particular. Miss Williams expressed a good 
deal of joy, at hearing I was so much in favour 
with the fox-hunter, and ventured to assure me, that 
my visit would be very agreeable to my mistress, 
the rather, because Bruin was engaged to dine 
abroad. I'his was a circumstance, which, 1 scarce 
need say, pleased me. I went immediately to the 
Long-room, where I found him, and affecting to 
know nothing of the engagement, told him, 1 would 
do myself the pleasure to wait upon him in the af¬ 
ternoon, and to present his sister with a ticket for 
the bail. lie shook me by the hand, according to 
custom, and giving me to understand that he was 
to dine abroiid, desired me to go and drink tea with 
Nareissa notwithstanding, and promised to prepare 
her for my visit in the moan time. 

Every thing succeeding thus to my wish, I waited 
with incredible impatience for the time, which no 
sooner arrived, than I hastened to the scene, which 
my fancy had pre-occupied long before. I was in¬ 
troduced accordingly to the dear enchantress, whom 
1 found accompanied by Miss Williams, who, on 
pretence of ordering tea, retired at my approach. 
Thi.s favourable accident, which alanned my whole 
soul, disordered her also. I iound myself actuated 
by an irresistible impulse; I advanced to her with 
eagerness and awe, and, profiting by the confusion 
that prevailed over her, clasped the lair angel in my 
arms, and imprinted a glowing kiss upon her lips, 
more soft and fragrant than the dewy rose-bud just 
bursting from the stem! Her face was in an instant 
covered with blushes—her eyes sparkled with re¬ 
sentment—1 threw myself at her feet, and implored 
her pardon. Her love became advocate in my 
cause; licr look softened into forgiveness ; she 
raised me up, and chid me with so much sweetness 
of displeasure, that I should have been tempted to 
repeat the offence, had not the coming in of a ser¬ 
vant with the tea-board prevented my presumption. 
While we were subject to be interrupted or over¬ 
heard, we conversed about the approaching ball, at 
which she promised to grace me as a partner; but 
when the equipage was removed, and we were left 
alone, I resumed the more interesting theme, and 
expressed myself with such transport and agitation, 
that my mistress, fearing I would commit some ex¬ 
travagance, rung the bell for her maid, whom she 
detained in the room, as a cheek upon my vivacity. 
I was not sorry for this precaution, because I could 
unbosom myself without reserve before Miss Wil¬ 
liams, who was the confidant of us both. I there¬ 
fore gave a loose to the inspirations of my passion, 
which operated so successfully upon the tender af¬ 
fections of Narcissa, that she laid aside the con¬ 
straint she had hitherto wore, and blessed me with 
the most melting declaration of her mutual flame ! 
It was impossible lor me to forbear taking the ad¬ 
vantage of this endearing condescension. She now 
gently y ielded to my embraces; while I, encircling 
all that 1 held dear within my arms, tasted in ad¬ 
vance the joys of that paradise I hoped in a little 
time wholly to possess! We spent the afternoon 
in all the ecstasy of hope, that the most fervent 
K 
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love, exchanged hy mutual vows could inspire; 
and Miss WiUiains was so much affected with our 
chaste caresses, which recalled the sad remembrance 
of what she was, that her eyes were filled with tears. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, I forced 
myself from the dear object of my flame, who in¬ 
dulged me in a tender embrace at parting; and re¬ 
pairing to my lodgings, communicated to my friend 
Strap every circumstance of my happiness, which 
filled him with so much pleasure, that it ran over at 
his eyes; and he prayed heartily, that no envious 
devil might, os formerly, dash the cup of blessing 
from my lip. When 1 reflected on what had haj>- 
pened, and especially on the unreserved protesta¬ 
tions of Narcissa’s love, I could not help being 
amazed at her omitting to inquire into the par¬ 
ticular circumstances of the life and fortune of one 
whom she had favoured with her affection, and 1 
began to be a little anxious about the situation of 
her finances, well knowing that I should do an ir¬ 
reparable injury to the person my soul held most 
dear, if I should espouse her, without being able to 
support her in the rank which was certainly her 
due. I had heard indeed, while I served her 
aunt, that her father had left her a considerable 
sum ; and that every body believed she would in¬ 
herit the greatest jiart of her kinswoman’s dowry; 
but I did not know how far she might be restricted 
by the old gentleman’s will, in tbe enjoyment of 
what he left her ; and I was too well infonned of 
the virtuoso’s late conduct, to think my mistress 
could have any expeetations from that quarter. I 
eonfided, however, in Uie gtxtd sense and policy of 
my charmer, who, 1 was sure, would not consent 
to unite her fate with mine, before she had fully 
considered and provided for the consequence. 

The ball-night being arrived, 1 dressed myself in 
a suit I had reserved fur some grand occtision; and 
having drank tea with Nareissa and her brother, 
conducted my angel to the scene, where she in 
a moment eclipsed all her female competitors for 
beauty, .and attracted the admiration of the whole 
assembly. My heart dilated with pride on this oc¬ 
casion, and my triumph rejected ail bounds, when, 
after we had danced together, a certain nobleman, 
remarkable for his figure and influence in the beau 
monde, came up, and in the hearing of all present, 
honoured us with a very particular compliment, 
upon our accomplishments and appearance. But 
this transport was soon checked, when 1 perceived 
his Ijordship attach himself with great assiduity to 
my mistress, and say some warm things, which, 1 
thought, favoured too much of jias-sion. It was 
then I began to feel the jiangs of jealousy—1 
dreaded the power aud address of my rival—I 
sickened at his disicourse; when she opened her 
lips to answer, my heart died within me. When 
she smiled, I felt the pains of the d—d 1 I was en¬ 
raged at his presumption ; 1 cursed her complais¬ 
ance ; at length he quitted her, and went to the 
other side of the room. Nareissa suspecting no¬ 
thing of the rage that inflamed me, put some ques¬ 
tions to me, as soon as he was gone, to which I 
mode no reply, but assumed a grim look, which too 
well denoted the agitation of my breast, and sur¬ 
prised her not a little. She no sooner observed 
my emotion, than she changed colour, and asked 
wliat ailed me ? but before I could make answer, 
her brother pulling me by the sleeve, bade me take 
notice of a lady who sat fronting us, whom I im¬ 
mediately, to my vast astonishment, distinguished 


to be Melinda, accompanied by her mother, and 
an elderly gentleman, whom I did not know. 
“Wounds ! Mr. Ibrndan,’’ cried the squire, “is she 
not a delicate piece of stuff? ’Hdeatli 11 have a good 
mind—if 1 thought she was a single person ’’—N ot- 
withstanding the perplexity 1 was in, 1 had reflection 
enough to foresee that my passion might suffer 
greatly by the presence of this lady, who in all 
probability would revenge herself upon me for 
having formerljf disgraced her, by spreading re¬ 
ports to my prejudice. 1 was therefore alarmed at 
these symptoms of the squire’s admiration; and 
for some time did not know what reply to make, 
when he asked my ojiinion of her beauty. At 
length T came to a determination, and told him that 
her name was Melinda, that she had a fortune of 
ten thousand pounds, and was said to be under pro¬ 
mise of marriage to a certain lord, who deferred 
his nujitials a few months, until he should be of 
age. 1 thought this jiiece of intelligence, which I 
had myseif invented, would have hindered him ef¬ 
fectually from enteiltiining any farther thoughts of 
her; but I was egrcgiously mistaken. 'Phe fox- 
hunter h.id too much self-.sufiiciency, to despair of 
success against any competitor on earth. He there¬ 
fore made liglit of her engagement, saying, w ith a 
smile of self-approbation, “ May hap she will change 
her mind—what signifies his being a lord ? 1 think 
myself tut good a imin as e’er a lord in ('hristendom; 
—-tmd I’ll see if a commoner worth three thousand 
a ye.ar won’t serve her turn.” 'I’liis determination 
startled me not a little. J knew he would soon dis¬ 
cover the contrary of what I advanced; and as I 
believed he would find her ear open to his addresses, 
did not doubt of meeting with every obstacle in 
my amour that her malice could invent, and her 
influence exeente. This reflection increased my 
chagrin. M^ vexation was evident. Marcissa in¬ 
sisted on going home immediately; and us J led 
her to the door, her noble admirer, with a look full 
of lariguishnient, directed to her a profound bow, 
which stung me to the soul. Before she went into 
the chair, slie a.sked, with an aiipearanec of con¬ 
cern, w hat was the matter with me ? and I could 
pronounce no more than, “ Jiy heaven! I’m dis¬ 
tracted.” 

CHArTEK LVin. 

Tortured 'with Jealousy, I po home and tahufie Strap—Ue- 
ccivc a Message from NarcivSsa, in consequence of wiiicli I 
hjuiten to her Apartuici^t, where her endearing assurances 
banish all my doubty and apprehensions—In my Retreat 
discover somebody in the daik, whom, suRpectlng to be a 
Spy, I resolve to kill; but, H) my great surprise, am con¬ 
vinced of Ins being no other tlian Strap—Melinda slanders 
me—1 become nciiuainicd witli Loid Quiverwit, who 
endeavours to sound me with regard to Nareissa—The 
Squire is introduced to his Lordship, and grows cold 
towards me—1 learn from my Confidant, that this Noble¬ 
man professes honourable Love to my Mistress, who con¬ 
tinues faithful to me, notwithstanding the Hcandalous 
Keports slie has heard to my Ihejudire—1 am mortified 
with an assurance that her whole Fortune depends upon 
the pleasure of her Brother—Mr. Freeman condoles me 
on the decline of my Character, which 1 vindicate so much 
to Ins satisfaction, that he undertakes to combat Fame in 
my behalf. 

Having uttered this exclamation, at -which she 
sighed, I went home in the condition of a frantic 
b^lamite; and finding the fire in my apartment 
almost extinguished, vented my fury upon itoor 
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Strap, whose ear I pinched with such violence, that 
he roared hideously with pain, and, when 1 quitted 
my hold, looked so foolishly aghast, that no un¬ 
concerned spectator could have seen him, without 
being seized with an immoderate tit of laughter. 
It is true, 1 was soon sensible of the injury 1 had 
done, and asked pardon for the outrage 1 had com¬ 
mitted ; upon which my faithful valet, shaking his 
head, said, “ 1 forgive you, and may God forgive 
you.” Hut he could not helj) shedding some tears 
at my unkindness. I felt unspeakable remorse for 
what 1 had done, cursed my own ingratitude, and 
considered his tears as a rei>roach that my soul, in 
her present disturbance, could not bear, it set ail 
111 ^ passions into a ferment, 1 swore horrible oaths 
without meaning or application, I foamed at the 
mouth, kicked tiie chairs about the room, and 
played abundance of mad pranks, that frightened 
my friend almost out of his senses. At length iny 
transport subsided, 1 became melancholy, and wept 
iiivSensihly. 

During this state of dejection, T was surprised 
with the appearance of Miss Williams, whoTii Strap, 
blul)l)ering all the while, had conducted into the 
ciianiher, without giving me previous notice of iier 
approach. She wa.s extremely afre<‘ted with my 
condition, which she had learned from him, begged 
me to mod(*vate my jxission, sus])ond my conjec¬ 
tures, and follow her to Narcissa, who desired to 
Rcc me forthwith, 'i’hat dear name operated uijon 
me like a charm! T started up, and witlwmt open¬ 
ing my lips, was conducted into her apartment 
through tlie garden, which we cntere<l by u private 
door. 1 lonnd the adorable creature in tears!—I 
was melted at the sight—we continued silent for 
some time—my heart was too full to speak—her 
snowy bosom heaved with fond resentment; at last 
she sobbing cried, “ What have 1 done to disoblige 
you?” My heart was jiierced with tlie tender 
question!—I drew near with tlie utmost reverence 
of aflection!—J f(*ll upon my knees before her, and 
kissing her luiiid, exclaimed, “O! thou art all 
goodness and i)erfection!—1 am undone by want 
of nierit!—I am unworthy to j)().sses.s thy charms, 
which heaven hath destined for the arms of some 
more favoured being.” She guessed the cause of 
111 ) disquiet, upbraided me gently for iny suspicion, 
and gave me such flattering assurances of her 
eternal fidelity, that all my doubts and fears for¬ 
sook me, and peace and satisfaction reigned within 
my breast. 

At midnight I left the fair nymph to her repose, 
and being let out by Miss Williams, at the garden 
gate by wdncli 1 entered, began to explore my w’ay 
Homeward in the dark, w'heu T heard at my back a 
noise like that of a baboon when he mews and 
chatters. 1 turned instantly, and perceiving some¬ 
thing black, concluded T was discovered by some 
spy employed to watch for that purpose. Aroused 
at this conjecture, by which the reputation of the 
virtuous Narcissa appeared in jeopardy, T drew my 
sword, and would have sacrificed him to her fame, 
had not the voice* of Strap restrained my ann. It 
was w'ith great diflieuUy he could jironounoe, 
“D—d—do! mum—um—uni—murder me, if you 
please.” Such an effect had the cold ujion his 
jaws, that his teeth rattled like a pair of castanets. 
Pleased to be thus undeceived, 1 laughed at 
his consternation, and asked what brought him 
thither? Upon which he gave me to under¬ 
stand, that his concern for me had induced him to 


follow me to that place, wnere the same reason had 
detained him till now; and he frankly owned, that, 
in spite of the esteem he had for Miss Williams, he 
began to he very uneasy about me, considering the 
disposition in whicli 1 went abroad, and if J hod 
staid much longer, would have certainly alarmed 
the neighbourhood in my behalf, 'fhe knowledge 
of this his intention confounded me I I represented 
to him the mischievous consequences that would 
have attended such a rash action, and cautioning 
him severely against any such design for the future, 
concluded my admonition, with an assurance, that, 
in case lie should ever act so madly, 1 would, with¬ 
out hesitation, put him to death. “ Have a little 
patience,” cried he, in a lamentable tone, “ your 
displeasure will do the business, without your com¬ 
mitting murder.” I was touched with this re¬ 
proach ; and, as soon as we got home, made it my 
business to appease him, by explaining the cause of 
that transport during which 1 had used him so 
unworthily. 

Next day, when I went into the Long Tloom, I 
observed several whispers circulate all of a sudden, 
and did not doubt that Melinda had been busy with 
my character; but 1 consoled myself with the love 
of Narcissa, upon which 1 rested with the most 
perfect confidence, and going up to the rowly- 
Ijowly table, won a few pieces from my susj>ected 
rival, who, with an easy politeness, entered into 
conversation with me, and de.siri!ig inv company at 
the coflechouse, treated me with tea and chocolate, 
r remeinborcd Strutwell, and guarded against his 
insinuating behaviour; nor was my suspicion wrong 
placed; he artfully turned the discourse upon Nar¬ 
cissa, and endeavoured, by hinting at an intrigue 
he ])retended to bo engaged in elsewhere, to learn 
what eonnexion there was between her and me. 
But all his finesse w’as ineffectual; I was convinced 
of his dissimulation, and gave such general answers 
to his inquiries, that he was forced to dnq) the 
subject, and talk of something else, 

While W'O conversed in this manner, the savage 
came in w'ith another gentleman, who introduced 
him to his Lordship; and he was received w’ith 
such peculiar marks of distinction, that I was per¬ 
suaded the courtier intended to u.se him in some 
shape or other; and from thence T drew' an unlucky 
omen. But 1 had more cause to he dismayed the 
following day, when 1 saw the stjuire in company 
with ISIelinda and her mother, who honoured me 
with several disdainful glances; and when 1 after¬ 
wards threw myself in his way, instead of the 
cordial shake of the hand, he returned my salute 
with a cold repetition of “ i^*rvant, servant;” which 
he pronounced with such indifference, or rather 
contempt, that, if he had not been Narcissa’s bro¬ 
ther, 1 should have affronted him iu i>uhlic. 

These CK'currenccs disturbed me not a little. I 
foresaw the brooding storm, and armed myself 
with resolution for the occasion; but Narcissa 
being at stake, I was far from being resigned. I 
could have renounced every other comfort of life 
with some degree of fortitude; but the prospect of 
losing her disabled all my philosophy, and tortured 
my soul into madness. 

Miss Williams found me next morning full of 
anxious tumult, w’hich did not abate, when she told 
me, that my Lord Quiverwit, having professed 
honourable intentions, had been introduced to niy 
lovely mistress by her brother, who had, at the 
same time, from the information of Melinda, spoke 
K 2 
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of me as an Irish fortune-hunter, without either 
birth or estate; who supported myself in the 
appearance of a gentleman by sharping and other 
infamous practices; and who was of such an ob¬ 
scure origin, that I did not even know my own 
extraction. Though 1 expected all this malice, I 
could not hear it with temper, especially as truth 
was 80 blended with falsehood in the assertion, that 
it would be almost impossible to separate the one 
from the other in my vindication. Hut 1 said 
nothing on this head, being impatient to know how 
Narcissa had been atfeeted with the discovery. 
That ganerous creature, far from believing thes(* 
imputations, w'as no sooner withdrawn with her 
confidant, than she inveighed with great warmth 
against the malevolence of the world, to which only 
she ascribed the whole of what had been said to 
my disadvantage; and calling every oireumstunee 
of my behaviour to her into review before her, 
found every thing so polite, honourable, and disin¬ 
terested, that she could not harbour the least doubt 
of my being the gentleman 1 assumed. “ I have 
indeed,” said she, “ purposely forbore to ask the 
particulars of his life, lest the recapitulation of 
some misfortunes, which he has undergone, should 
give him pain: and, as to the article of his fortune, 
1 own myself equally afraid of inquiring into it, 
and of discovering the situation of my own, lest we 
should find ourselves both unhappy' in the ex¬ 
planation; for alas! my provision is conditional, 
and depends entirely ou my marrying with my 
brother’s consent.” 

I was thunderstruck with this intelligence; the 
light forsook my eyes, the colour vanished from 
my cheeks, and X remained in a state of universal 
trepiclatiou! My female friend perceiving my dis¬ 
order, encouraged me with assurances of Narcissa's 
constancy, and the hope of some accident favourable 
to our love ; and, as a further consolation, gave me 
to understand, that she had acquainted my mistress 
with the outlines of my life; and that, although she 
was no stranger to the present low state of my 
finances, her love and esteem were rather increased 
than diminished by the knowledge of my circum¬ 
stances. I was greatly comforted by this assurance, 
which saved me a world of confusion and anxiety: 
for I must have imparted my situation one day to 
Narcissa; and this t^k I could not have performed 
without shame aud disorder. 

As I did not doubt that, by this time, the scan¬ 
dalous aspersions of Melinda were diffused all over 
the town, I resolved to collect my whole stren^h 
of assurance, to brow-beat the efforts of her malice, 
and to publish her adventure with the frcuchified 
barber, by way of reprisal. In the mean time, having 
promised to be at the garden gate about midnight, 
Miss Williams took her leave, bidding me repose 
myself entirely on the affection of my dear Narcissa, 
which was as perfect as inviolable. Before I went 
abroad, 1 was visited by Freeman, who came on 
purpose to inform me of the infamous stories that 
were raised at my expense. 1 heard them with 
great temper, and in my turn disclosed every thing 
that had happened between Melinda and me; and, 
among other circumstances, entertained him with 
the story of the barber, letting him know what 
share his friend Banter had in that affair: he was 
convinced of the injury my reputation had suffered, 
and no longer doubting the fountain from whence 
this deluge of slander had flowed upon me, under¬ 
took to undeceive the town in my behalf, and roll 


the stream back upon its source; but, in the mean 
time, cautioned me from appearing in public while 
the prepossession was so strong against me, IcHt I 
should meet with some affront that might have bad 
consequences. 

CHAPTER LIX. 

I receive an extraordinary Message at the Door of the Long- 
Room, wliich I liowever enter, and affront the Squire, who 
tlireatens to take the Law of me—Rebuke MelnuJatorhfr 
M.alice—She weeps witli Vexation—Lord (iuiverwit is 
severe upon me—I retort his Sarcasm—Am leccived with 
the utmost Tenderness by Narcissa, who desiies to hear 
the Story of my Idfe—We vow eternal Constancy to one 
aimther—I retuc—Am waked by a Messenger, who brings 
a Challenge from (luiverwir, whom I meet, engage, and 
vanquish. 

I THANKED him for his advice, which, how(*vor 
iny pride and resentment would not j>ennit me to 
follow; for he no sooner left me, in tirder (o do 
justice to my character among his friends and 
actjuaintance, than I sallied out, and went directly 
to the Long-room. I was met at the door by a 
servant, who presented to me a billet without a 
subscription, importing that my presence was dis¬ 
agreeable to the comjiany, and desiring 1 would 
take thehintwithout furtherdisturbance, and bestow 
myself elsewhere for the future. 'J'liis peremjdory 
message filled me with indignation. I followed the 
fellow who delivered it, and seizing him by the 
collar, in presence of all the company, threateuod 
to put him instantly to death if he did not discover 
the scoundrel who had charged him with such an 
impudent commission, that 1 might punish him as he 
deserved. The messenger, affrighted at my menaces 
and furious looks, fell upOTi his knees, and told me, 
that the gentleman who ordered him to deliver the 
letter was no other than Narcissa’s brother, who, at 
that time, stood at the other end of the room, 
talking to Melinda. J went up to him immediately, 
and, in the hearing of his inamorata, accosted him 
in these words, “ Look’ee, squire, was it not for one 
consideration that protects you from my resentment, 

1 would cane you wdiere you stand, for having had 
the jiresiimptioii to send me this scurrilous inti¬ 
mation which I tore to pieces, and threw in his 
face : at the same time, darting an angry regard at 
his mistress, I told her, I was sorry she had put it 
out of my power to compliment her ujxm her in¬ 
vention, but at the expense of her good nature and 
veracity. Her admirer, whose couragenever rose but 
in proportion to the wine he had swallowed, instead 
of resenting my address in what is called an honour¬ 
able way, threatened to prosecute me for an assault, 
and took witnesses accordingly ; while she, piqued 
at his pusillanimous behaviour, and enraged at the 
sarcasm I had uttered against her, endeavoured to 
make her quarrel a public cause, and wept aloud 
with spite and vexation. The tears of a lady could 
not fail of attracting the notice and concern of the 
spectators, to whom she complained of iny rudeness 
with great bitterness, saying, if she was a man, 1 
durst not use her so. The greatest part of the 
gentlemen, already prejudiced against me, were 
offended at the liberty I had taken, as appeared 
from their looks; though none of them signified 
their disgust in any other way, except my Lord 
Quiverwit, who ventured to say, with a sneer, tliat 
I was in the right to establish my own character, of 
which he had now no longer any doubt. Nettled at 
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tftiS severe equivoque, which raised a laugh at my 
expense, I replied with some wanuth, “ f am proud 
of having in that particular got the start of your 
lordship.” He made no answer to my repartee, hut, 
with a contemptuous smile, walked off, leaving n.e 
in a very disagreeable situation. In vain did I 
make up to several people of my acquaintance, 
whose conversation, I hoped, would banish my 
confusion; every body shunned me like a person 
infected, and J should not have been able to bear my 
disgrace, had not the idea of the ever-fuithful and 
fond Narcissa come to my relief. I (|uitted the 
scene of my mortification, and saunU^ring about 
the town, happened to wake from my conteniplalion, 
when I found myself just opposite* to a toy-shop, 
which J entered, and purchased a ring set with a 
ruby in the form of a heart, surrounded by diamond 
sparks, for which T paid ten guineas, intending it 
for a present to the charmer of my soul. 

T was introduced, at the hour appointed, to this 
divine creature, who, notwithstanding what she had 
heard to my disadvantage, received me w’ith the 
utmost confidence and tenderness; and having been 
informed of the general sketches of my life by 
Miss Williams, expressed a desire of knowing the 
particular circumstances, wliich T related with great 
euudoiir, omitting, however, some things, tliat I 
coTie!ufie<l altogether imjiropcr for her ear, and 
which the reader’s reflection will easily suggest. 
As my story w;ls little else than a recital of inis- 
forlutH‘s, the tear of sympathy ceased not to trickle 
down her enchanting eyes during the whole of the 
narration, which when 1 had finished, she recom- 
pens<*(i me for my trouble with the most endearing 
protestations of eternal love. She bewailed her 
restricted condition, as it was the means of retarding 
my happiness; told me that J^ord Quiverwit, by 
her brother’s permission, had been to drink tea with 
her that very aflernoon, and aetually proposed 
marriage ; and seeing me extremely affected with 
this piece of information, offered to give me a 
coiiviuoing proof of her affection, by espousing me 
in private, and leaving the rest to fate. I was 
enetruted with this instance of her regard, but that 

might not be outdone in generosity, resisted the 
bewitching temptation, in consideration of her 
honour and interest; at the same time, 1 jiresented 
my ring as a pledge of my inviolable attachment, 
and on my knees implored Heaven to shower its ! 
curses on my head, if ever my heart should entertain ! 
one thought unworthy of the jiassion 1 then avowed, | 
8 he received my token, gave me in return her 
picture in miniature, exfjuisitely drawn, and set in 
gold; and in the same posture called Heaven to 
witness, and to judge her flame. Our vow’s being 
thus reciprocally breathed, a confidence of hope 
ensued, and our mutual fondness becoming' as 
intimaU* as innocence would allow, I grew insensible 
of the progress of time, and it was morning before 
1 could tear myself from this darling of my soul!— 
I^fy good angel foresaw what would happen, and 
permitted me to indulge myself on this occasion, 
in consideration of the fatal absence 1 was doomed 
to suffer. 

I went to bed immediately on my return to my 
lodging, and having slept about two hours, was 
waked by Strap, who, in great confusion, told me, 
there was u footman below with a letter, which he 
would deliver to nobody hut myself. Alarmed at 
this piece of news, I desired my friend to show 
him up to my chamber, and received the follow¬ 


ing letter, which, he said, required an immediate 
answer. 

“ Sir—W hen any man injures my honour, let the differ 
ence of rank between uh be ever so 1 am contented to 

waive the privilege of my quality, and to seek reparation from 
him on equal terms. The insolence ol your reply to me yes¬ 
terday in the Long room I might have o\eriookcd, had not 
your pre.sumptive emulation m a much more intt-n-sting 
affair, and a discovery which I made this morning, concurred 
in persuading me to your audacity with iny sword. 

If you, therefore, have spint enough to support the character 
you assume, you will not fail to follow the bearer imme¬ 
diately to a convenient place, where you shall Iw met hy 

“ QuivxiiwiT.” 

Whether T was enervated by the love and favour 
of Narcissa, or awed by the superior station of my 
antagonist, I know no^ hut 1 never hud less incli¬ 
nation to tight than at this time. However, finding 
there was a necessity for vindicating the reputation 
of my mistress, as well as for asserting iny own 
honour, 1 forthwith rose, and drc4ssing in a hurry, 
put on iny sword, bade Strap attend me, and set 
out with my conductor, cursing my bad fortune all 
the way for having been observed in my return from 
my angel; for so I interpreted his lordship’s dis¬ 
covery. Wlien 1 came within sight of my rival, 
his lacquey told me he had orders to stop; upon 
which, I commanded Strap to halt also, while I 
walked forward, resolving, if possible, to come to 
an explanation with my challenger before we should 
come to battle. Nor was an opportunity wanting; 
for I no sooner approached, than he asked, with a 
stern countenance, what business I had in Mr, 
TopehaH’s garden so early in the morning? “I 
don’t know, my lord,” said J, ** how to auswer a 
question put to me with such magisterial haughti¬ 
ness. If your lordship will please to expostulate 
calmly, you w'ill have no cause to repent of your 
condescension ; otherwise, I am not to be intimidated 
into any confession.” “ There is no room for de¬ 
nial,” answered he; “ I saw you come out with my 
own eyes.” “ Did any other person see me ?” said 
I. “ 1 neither know% nor care,” said he ; “I want 
no other evidence tlijin that of my own senses.” 
Pleased to hear that the suspicion was confined to 
I him alone, I endeavoured to appease his jealousy, 
j by owning an intrigue with the waiting-maid; hut 
he had too much discernment to be so easily im¬ 
posed upon, and told me there was only one way to 
convince him of the truth of what I alleged, which 
was no other than renouncing all claim to Narcissa 
upon oath, aud promising, upon honour, never to 
speak to her for the future. Exasperated at this 
jirojiosal, I unsheathed iny sword, saying, “ Hea¬ 
vens ! what title have you, or any man on earth, 
to impose such terms on me !” He did the same, 
and luukiiig towards me with a contracted brow, 
said, I was a villain, and hud dishonoured Narcissa. 
“ He's a scandalous villain,” 1 replied, in a transport 
of fury, “who brands me with that imputation! 
She is a thousand times more chaste than the mo¬ 
ther that hbre you; and I will assert her honour 
w’ith my heart’s blood So saying, I rushed upon 
him with more eagerness than address, and endea¬ 
vouring to get within his point, received a wound 
in my neck, wdiieli redoubled my rage. lie excel¬ 
led me in temper as well as in skill, by which means 
he parried my tlinists with great calmness, until T 
had almost exhausted ray spirits; and w'hen he 
perceived me begiuniug to flag, attacked me fiercely 
in his turn. Finding himself, however, better op¬ 
posed than he expected, he resolved to follow his 
longe, and close with me ; accordingly, his sword 
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entered my'wustcoat, on the side of the breast bone, 
and running up between my shirt and skin, ap¬ 
peared over my shoulder. I imagined that his 
weapon had perforated my lungs, and, of conse¬ 
quence, that the wound was mortal; therefore, 
determined not to die unrevenged, I seized his shell, 
which was close to my breast, betbre he could dis¬ 
entangle his point, and keeping it fast with my left 
hand, shortened my own swoiS with my right, in¬ 
tending to run him through the heart; but he 
received the thrust in the left arm, which penetrated 
up to the shoulder-blade. Disappointed in this ex¬ 
pectation, and afraid still that death would fnistrate 
my revenge, I grappled with him, and, being much 
the stronger, threw him upon the ground, where I 
wrested his sword out of his handand so great 
was my confusion, instead of turning the point upon 
him, struck out three of his fore tooth wuth the hilt. 
In the moan time, our son'ants seeing us fall, ran 
up to separate and assist us; but, before their ap¬ 
proach, I was upon my feet, and had discovered 
that my supposed mortal wound was only a slight 
scratch. The knowledge of my own safety dis¬ 
armed me of a good deal of my resentment, and 1 
began to inquire with some concern into the situa- ; 
tion of my antagonist, who remained on the ground 
bleeding plentifully at his mouth and arm ; I helped 
his footman to raise him, and having bound up his 
wound with my handkerchief, assured him it was . 
not dangerous; I likewise restored his sword, and ' 
offered to support him to his house. Tie thanked > 
me with an air of sullen dignity, and whispering 
that 1 should hoar from him soon, went away, lean¬ 
ing on his servant’s shoulder. 

I was surprised at this promise, which T con- 
stnied into athrc*at; and resolved, if ever ho should 
call me out again, to use whatever advantage for¬ 
tune might give me over him in another manner. 
In the mean time, I had leisure to take notice of 
Strap, who seemed <piite stupitied with horror. I 
comforted him with an assurance that T had re¬ 
ceived no damage, and exj))aincd the nature of this 
affair as we walked homeward. Jly the time I had 
got into niy apartment, 1 found the wound in my 
neck stiff and uneasy, and a good deal of clotted 
blood run down upon my shirt. Upon which, T 
pulled off my coat and waistcoat, and unbuttoned 
my collar, that 1 might dress it with more ease. 
My friend no sooner perceived my shirt quite dyed 
with blood, than imagining T had got at least twenty 
thousand wounds, he cried, “(),Jesus!” and fell 
flat on the floor. T stopped the bleeding with a 
littledry lint, and applying a plaster over it, cleansed 
myself from the gore, shifted and dressed, while he 
lay senseless at my feet; so that, when he recovered, 
and saw me perfectly well, he could scarce believe 
his own eyes. Now that the danger was past, J 
was very well pleased with what had hapi)cned, 
hoping that it would soon become known, and, con¬ 
sequently, dignify my character not a little in this 
place. 1 was also proud of having shown myself, 
in some shape, worthy the love of Narcissa, who, I 
was persuaded, would not think the worse of me for 
what I had done. 


CHAPTER LX. 

1 am visUed liy Freeman, with whom I appear in Public, and 
am caressed—Am sent for by Lord Quiverwit, whose Pre¬ 
sence I quit in a Passion—Narcissa is carried off by her 
Brother—1 intend to pursue him, and am dissuaded by 


my Friend—Engage in Play, and lose all my Money—Set 
out for London—Try my Fortune at the Gaming-table 
without Success—Receive a Letter from Narcissa—Bilk 
my Tailor. 

Wnn-E I entertained myself with these reflections, 
the news of the duel being communicated by some 
unknown channel, spread all over the town. I was 
visited by Freeman, who testified his surprise at 
finding me; for he was told that Lord Quiverwit 
being dead of his w'ounds, I had absconded, in order 
to avoid the cognizance of the law. I asked, if 
people guessed the occasion of the quarrel; and, 
understanding it was attributed to his lordship’s 
resentment of my reply in the Long-room, confirm¬ 
ed that conjecture, glad to find Narcissa unsus¬ 
pected. My friend, after I had assured him that 
my antagonist was in no danger, wished me joy of 
the event, than which, lie said, nothing could hap¬ 
pen more opportunely to support the idea he had 
r^iven of my character to his friends, among whom 
he had been very assiduous in iny behalf. 

On the strength of this assurance, T w'ont with 
him to the coffeehouse, where I was saluted by a 
great many of those verj’ persons who had shun¬ 
ned me the preceding day; and I found every body 
making merry with the story of ISIelinda’s French 
gallant. While I remained in this jilace, I received 
a message from Lord Quiverwit, desiring, if 1 was 
not engaged, to see me at his house. 

Thither 1 immediately repaired, and was con¬ 
ducted to an apartment, where J was received by 
his lordship in bed. When wo were left by our¬ 
selves, he thanked me, in very polite tenns, for 
having used the advantage fortune had given me 
over him with such moderation ; and asked pardon 
for any offence his resentment might have i>romj)ted 
him to commit. “ T w'oiild willingly,” said he, 

“ make you my friend; but a.s it is impossible for 
me to divest myself of my passion for Narcissa, I 
am too well convinced of your sentiments to think 
we shall ever agree on that subject. 1 took the 
liberty, therefore, of sending for you, in order to 
own candidly that 1 cannot help opposing your suc¬ 
cess with that young lady; though, at the same 
time, I promise to regulate my opposition by the 
dictates of justice and honour. This, however, X 
think jiroper to advertise you of, that she has no in- 
dc])endent fortune; and if you should even sueeced 
in your addrcs6(*s, you would have the mortification 
to see her reduced to indigence, unless you have 
wherewithal to sup])ort her; and I am credibly in¬ 
formed of your incapacity that way. Nay, X will 
confess, that, urged by this consideration, 1 have 
actually sent nmice to her brother of the progress 
J suspect you have made in her affection, and de¬ 
sired him to take his precautions accordingly.” 
Alarmed and provoked at this infonnation, I told 
his lordship, that J did not see how he could recon¬ 
cile that j)icce of conduct with his profession of open 
dealing, and flung away from liim in a passion. 

As 1 walked homeward, in hope of hearing 
from my mistress as usual, by moans of Miss 
Williams, I was surprised with the waving of a 
handkerchief from the wdndow of a coach and six 
that passed by me at full speed; and, ujion further 
observation, I saw a servant on horseback riding 
after it, who, I knew by his livery, belonged to the 
squire. Thunderstruck with this discovery, the 
knowledge of my misfortune rushed all at once on 
my reflection I X guessed immediately that the 
signal was made by the dear hand of Narcissa, ■who^ 
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being hurried away in consequence of Lord Qui- 
verwit’s message to her brother, had no other 
method of relating het distress, and imploring my 
assiatance. Frantic with this conjecture, I ran to 
my lodgings, snatched my pistols, and ordered 
Strap to get post-horses, with such incoherence of 
speech and disorder, that the poor valet, terrified 
with the supicion of another duel, instead of pro¬ 
viding what I desired, went forthwith to Freeman, 
who, being informed of my behaviour, came straight 
to my apartment, and conjured me so pathetically 
to make him acquainted with the cause of my un¬ 
easiness, that I could not refuse telling him my 
happiness was fled w'ith Narcissa, and that 1 must 
retrieve her, or perish. Jlc represented the madness 
of such an undertaking, and endeavoured to divert 
me from it with great strength of friendship and 
reason. Ihit all his arguments would have been 
iiK’fiectual, had he not put me in mind of the de¬ 
pendence I ought to have on the love of Narcissa, 
and the attachment of her maid, who could not fail 
ofliuding opportunities to advertise mo. of their 
situation; and at the same time demonstrated the 
injury my charmer’s rejmtation must sutrer from 
my precipitate retreat. J w^as convinced and com¬ 
posed by these considerations. 1 appeared in j)ublie 
W'ith an air of tranquillity, was well received by the 
best company in town, and, my misfoilunc taking 
air, condt>led accordingly ; while 1 had the satis¬ 
faction of seeing Melinda so universally discounte¬ 
nanced, that hh(5 was fain to return to London, in 
Older to avoid the scoffs and censure of the ladies 
of Hath. Hut though the hope of hearing from the 
darling of my soul supported my s])irits a htlle 
while, I began to be very uneasy, when, at the end 
of several weeks, I found that exjieetation disap- 
]H)in1ed. In short, inelanclioly and despondence 
took possession of my soul; and repining at that 
Providence, which, by acting the siepinotiier to¬ 
wards me, kept me from the fruition <)f my wislu's, 

1 (b'fermiiicd in a fit of despair, to risk all 1 had at 
the g.iming-table, with a vuw of acquiring a for¬ 
tune sufficient to render me independent for life, 
or of jdnnging myself into such a slate of misery 
us would cflccliudly crush every amlutums hope that 
now tortured my imagination. 

A(‘tuatcd by this latal resolnlion, I engaged in 
play, ami, after some turns of fortune, found my¬ 
self at the end of thiH'c days w<n’th a thousand 
pounds • but it was not my intention to stop here, 
for which cause 1 kept Strap ignorant of my success, 
and continued my career, until 1 was reduced to 
Ine guineas, whieli 1 would ha\e hazarded aLso, 
had I not been ashamed to tall from a het of two 
hundred pounds to such a petty sum. 

, Having thus executed my sclu-me, I went home, 
amazed to find myself so mucli at case, and in¬ 
formed my friend iStnij) of my mischance, with 
such calmness, tliat he, imagining 1 joked, affected 
to iH'ccive the tidings with great cJiuanirnity. Hut 
both lie and I found ourselves mistaken very soon. 

1 had misinterpreted my own stupidity into deli- 
henite resignation; and he had reason to believe 
me iu earnest, when he saw me next morning 
agitated -with the most violent despair, which he 
endeavoured to alleviate with all the consolation in 
luB power. 

In one of my lucid intervals, however, I charged 
him to take a place in the stage-coach for London, 
and in the mean time pay my debts in Bath, which 
amounted to thirty shillings only. Witliout taking 


leave of my friends, I embarked, Strap having the 
good fortune to find a return-horse, and arrived in 
town, without having met with anything remarkable 
on the road. While wc crossed Bagshot Heath, 
1 was seized with a sort of inclination to retrieve 
my fortune, by laying passengers under contribu¬ 
tion in some such place. My thoughts were so 
circumstanced at this time, that 1 should have 
digested the crime of robbery, so righteously had 
1 concerted my plan, and ventured my life in the 
execution, had 1 not been deterred by reflecting 
upon the infamy that attends detection. 

The apartment 1 formerly lived in being unen¬ 
gaged, T took possession of it, and next day went 
in quest of Banter, who received me with open arms, 
in expectation of having his bond discharged to his 
liking. But when he understood what had liaj)- 
pened, his countenance changed of u sudden; 
and he told me, with a dryness of displeasure 
peculiar to himself, that, if he w'as in my phicc, he 
would put it out of fortune’s power to play him 
such another trick, and be avenged of his own in¬ 
discretion at once. When 1 desired him to explain 
his meaning, he pointed to his neck, raised himself 
on his tip t(K*s, and was going away without any 
further ceremony, when 1 put him in mind of my 
indigence, and demanded the five guineas 1 had 
formerly lent him, “ Five guineas 1” cried he, 
“Zounds I had you acted with common prudence, 
you might have had twenty thousand in your 
liocket by this time. I depended upon five hundred 
from you, as rmi<*h as if 1 had had notes for it in 
the hank; and by all the rules of equity, you arc 
indebti'd to me forthat sum.” I wnis neither pleased 
nor convinced by this computation, and insisted on 
my right with such determined obstinac\, that he 
was fain to alter his tone, and a]>peasc my clamour, 
by assuring me, that be was not master of five 
shillings, Society in distress generally jiromoles 
^:ood understanding among people; from being a 
dun, I descended to be a elieiil, and asKc‘d his ad¬ 
vice about repairing my losses, ilc* counselled 
me to have «vcoiirse again to the gaming-table, 
where 1 succeeded so well before, and jiut nil self 
in a condition by selling my watch. 1 followed 
his directions, and having aceoinmodatcd him wdth 
a few pieces, went to the place, where i lost every 
shilling, 

I'lien 1 returned to my lodgings full of desperate 
resolutiou, and having made h'trap acquainted with 
my fate, ordered him to jiawn lU) sword imniedi- 
itely, that 1 might be enabled to make another 
effort. This affectionate creature no sooner under¬ 
stood my purpose, than, seized with insiipprcssiblc 
•orrow at the prospect of my misery, be burst into 
tears, and luskcd what I projwsed to do, after the 
.small sum he could raise on the sword should be 
spent ? “ On my own account,” said h<*, “ 1 am quite 
unconcerned ; lor, while God spares me health and 
these ten lingers, I can earn a comfortable subsist¬ 
ence any w’here; but what must become of you, 
who have less lumulity to stoop, and more appetites 
to gratify?” Here I iuterrupted him, by saving, 
with a gloomy ;ispeel, I should never want a re- 
.source while I had a loaded justol in iiossession. 
Stupilied with horror at this dreadful insinuation, 
he stood mute for some time, and then broke out 
into, “God of his infinite mercy enable you to 
withstand that temptation of the devil I Consider 
your immortal soul—there is no repentance in the 
grave. O Lord ! that ever we should come to this. 
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—Are we not enjoined to resign ourselves to tlie 
will of heaven!—where is your patience ? Durum 
patientia frango —you arc but a young man—there 
may be many good things in store for you— Accidit 
inpunctOy quod non speraiur in anno —remember 
your uncle, Mr. Bowling; perhaps he is now on 
nis voyage homeward, pleasing himself with the 
hopes of seeing and relieving you; nay, peradven- 
ture he is already arrived, for the ship was expected 
about this time. ’ A ray of hope shot athwart my 
soul at this suggestion; 1 thanked my friend for 
his seasonable recollection, and, after having pro¬ 
mised to take no resolution till his return, dismissed 
him to Wapping for intelligence. 

In his absence I was visited by Banter, who being 
informed ()f my bad luck at play, told me, that for¬ 
tune would probably be one day w'eary of perse¬ 
cuting me. “ In the mean time,” said he, “here is 


a letter for you, which I n*ceived just now enclosed 
in one from Freeman.” I snatched it with eagerness, 
and knowing the superscription to be of Narcissa’s 
hand-writing, kissed it with transport, and having 
opened it, read. 


“ It iR with great difficulty that I have stolen from the ob¬ 
servation of those spies who arc set over me, tills oppor¬ 
tunity of telling you, that I was suddenly carried away Irom 
Hath t>y my brother, who was Informed of our correspondence 
by Lord Uuiverwit, whom, 1 since understand, you have 
wounded in n duel on iny account. Ar I am fully convinced 
of your honour and love, I hope I Rhnll never hear of such 
(lesporato proofs of either for the future. I am so strictly 
watched, that it will be imposKible for you to see me, until 
my brother's suspicions shall abate, or Heaven contrive some 
other unforeseen event in our behalf. In the mean time you 
may depend on the constancy and aifuction of 

“ Your own “ Nahcibsa." 


** P.S. Miss Willianifl, who is my fellow-prisoner, desires 
to be Temomhered to you. Wo are isith in good health, and 
only in pain lor you, ospccluliy as it will be iniiirACticdblc for 
you to eonvey any mebsiige or letter to the place of our con- 
ilnunumt; for which reason, pray desist troin the attempt, 
ttiat, by miscarrying, might prolong our captivity 

'fhls kind letter afforded me great conflolution. 
1 communicated it to Banter, and at the same time 
showed him h(‘r picture. He approved of her beauty 
and good sense, and could not help owning, that 
my neglect of Miss Snapper was excusable, when 
such a fine creature engrossed my attention. 

I began to be reconeiled to my fate, and imagined 
that, if I could etuitrive means of subsisting until 
my nncle should arrive, in case he was not already 
at home, he would enable me to do something 
effectual in behalf of my love and fortune. I there¬ 
fore consulted Banter about a pres(*nt supply, who 
no sooner understood that I had emlit w’itli a tailor, 
than he advised me to take otf two or three suits of 
rieh cloth(*s, and convert them into cash, by selling 
them ttl half jiricc to a salesman in ISlonmouth- 
street. I was startled at this proposal, which I 
thoug’lit savoured a little of framl; but he rendered 
it palatable, by observing, that in a few' months I 
might be in a condition to do every body justice; 
and in the mean time 1 was acquitted by the honesty 
of mv intention, I suffered myself to he persuad<*d 
by his salvo, by which my necessity, rather than 
my judgment, was conviiieed; and when J found 
there were no accounts of the ship in which my 
imcic embarked, actually put the scluune in practice, 
and raised by it five and twenty guineas, paying 
him for his advice with the odd five. 


CHATTER LXI. 

I am arrested -Carried to the MarshaUea—Find my old Ac- 
quanitanre Beau Jackson in that Jail—He informs me of 


his Adventures — Strap arrives, and with dilBculfy if 
comforted—JaeVaon introduces me to a Poet—I admire 
his Conversation and Capacity—Am deeply alfected with 
my Misfortune—Strap hires himself as a Journeyman 
Barber. 

But this expedient was in a few weeks attended 
with a consequence I did not foresee; a player hav¬ 
ing purchased one of the suits which were exposed 
to sale, appeared in it on the stage one night, while 
my tailor unfortunately happened to be jiresent. 
Ileknew it immediately, luid impiiring minutely into 
the affair, discovered my whole contrivance; ujion 
which he came to my lodgings, and tolling me that 
he W’as very much straitened for want of money, 
presented his bill, which amounted to fifty pounds. 
Surprised at this unexpected address, I affected to 
treat him cavalierly, swore some oaths, asked if he 
doubted my honour, and, telling him I should take 
care whom I dealt with for the future, bade liini 
come again in three days. He obeyed me imnc- 
tually, demanded his money, and finding himself 
amused with bare promises, arrested me that very 
day in the street. I w-as not much shocked at this 
adventure, which, indeed, put an end to a state of 
horrible ex]H‘<‘tation; hut 1 refused to go to u spuiig- 
ing house, where I heard there was nothing but the 
most flagrant imposition; and a coach being called, 
was carried to the Marshalsea, attended by a bailiff 
and his follower, who were very much disappointed 
and chagrined at my resolution, 

'J'he turnkey, guessing from my appearance that 
I had money in my pocket, received me with tlui 
repetition of the Latin word dvponvy and gave me 
to understand, that I must pay bcfore-huml for the 
ajiartment J should chouse to dwell in. I desired 
to see his eonvenioncies, and hired a small juiltry 
bedchambcT for a crown a week, which, in any 
other place, would have let for half the money. 
Having takiui possession of this dismal habitation, 

I seut for Strap, and my thoughts were busied in 
collecting matter of consolation to that faithful 
squire, when somebody knocked at my door, w’hieli 
I no sooner opened, than a young fellow entered, 
in very shabby clothes, and marvellous foul linen. 
After a low bow, he called me by my name, and 
asked if I had forgot him. llis voice assisted me 
in recolleeting his person, whom I soon recognised 
to he my old acquaintance Jaek.son, of whom men¬ 
tion is made in the first part of my memoirs. I 
saluted him cordially, (“xjiressed my satisfaction tif 
finding him alive, and condoled him on his present 
situation, wliich, however, did not seem to affect 
him much, for he laughed very heartily at tlie occa¬ 
sion of our meeting so unexpectedly in this place. 
(-)iir mutual compliments being past, 1 enquired 
about his amour with the lady of fortune, which 
seemed to be so near a happy conclusion when I had 
the pleasure of seeing him last: and, after an im¬ 
moderate fit of laughter, he gave me to understand, 
that lie had been egregiously bit in that affair. 
“ You must know,” said he, ” that a few days after 
our adventure with the bawd and her b—^hes, I 
found means to be married to that same fine lady 
you speak of, and passed the night with her at her 
lodgings, so much to her satisfaction, that early in 
the morning, after a good deal of snivelling and 
sobbing, she owned, that, far from being an heiress 
of great fortune, she was no other than a common 
woman of the town, who had decoyed me into ma¬ 
trimony, in order to enjoy the privilege of a femme 
oouverte; and that, unless I m|de my escape iim 
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mediately, I should he arrested for a debt of her 
contracting, l>y bailiffs employed and instructed for 
that purpose. Startled at this intimation, I rose in 
a twinkling, and takiug leave of my spouse with 
several hearty d—ns, got safe into the verge of the 
court, where 1 kei>t snug until I was apjwinted stir- 
geon’s mate of a man of war at } Portsmouth; for 
which place I set out on Sunday, went on board of 
my ship, in which I sailed to the Straits, where I 
had the good fortune to be made surgeon of a sloop 
that came home a few months after, and was put 
out of commission; whereupon I came to liOndon, 
imagining myself forgotten, and freed from my 
wife, and her creditors; but had not been in towm 
a w'eek before 1 was arrested for a debt of her’s, 
amounting to twenty pounds, and brought to this 
place, wh(*re 1 have been fixed by another action 
since tliat lime. However, you know my disposi¬ 
tion ; 1 defy care and anxiety; and being on the 
half-pay list, make shift to live here tolerably easy.” 
J congratulated him on his philosophy, and nunem- 
bering that 1 was in his debt, repaid the money he 
fonnerly lent me, which, 1 believe, was far from 
being unseasonable. } then iiujuired about the 
economy of the place, which he explained to my 
satisfaction; and after wc had agreed to mess to¬ 
gether, he was just going to give orders for dinner, 
w'hen Strap arrived. 

1 never in my life saw sorrow so extravagantly ex¬ 
pressed in any countenance as in that of my honest 
friend, which wa.s, indeed, particularly adapted by 
nature for such impressions. When we were left 
by ourselves, 1 eonnnunicat(*d to him niy disasU*!*, 
and endeavoured to console him with the same 
arguments he had fornierly used to me, withal re¬ 
presenting the fair chance 1 had of being relieved 
in a short time by ^Ir. Howling. Jlut his grief was 
unutterable; he seemed to give attention without 
listeiiiug, and wrung his hands in silence j so that 
1 was in a fair way of being infected by his beha¬ 
viour, when Jackson returned, and i)ereciving the 
deference I paid to Strap, although in a footman’s 
habit, distributed his crumbs of comfort with siu'h 
mirth, jollity, and unconcern, that the features of 
the distressed squire relaxed by degi'ees; he re¬ 
covered the use of speech, and began to be a little 
moj-e reconciled to this lamentable event. W(‘ 
dined together on boiled beef and greens, brought 
frc)in a cook’s shop in the neighbourhood ; and al¬ 
though this meal was served up in a manner little 
corresponding with the sphere of life in which 1 
bad lately lived, I made a virtue of necessity, ate 
with good appetite, and treated my friends w’ith a 
bottle of wine, which had the desired effect of in¬ 
creasing the good biimour of my fellow-prisoner, 
and exhilarating the spirits of Stnip, who now 
talki'd cavalierly of my misfortune. 

After dinner, Jackson left us to our private 
affairs: when I desired my friend to pack up all 
our things and carry tliem to some cheap lodging 
he should choose for himself in the neighbourhood 
of the MarshaLsea, after he had discharged my 
lodging, for which purpose 1 gave him money. J 
likewise recommended to him the keeping iny mis¬ 
fortune secret, and saying to my landlord, or any 
other who should inquire for me, that I was gone 
into the country for a few weeks; at the same tim^ 

I laid strong injunctions upon him to edll ever 
Second day upon Banter, in ease he should receive 
any letter for me from Narcissa, by the channel 
of Freeman; and by all means to leave a direction 


for himself, at my uncle’s lodgings in Wapping, by 
which I might be found when my kinsman should 
arrive. 

"When he departed to execute these orders, which, 
by the by, were punctually performed that very 
night, I found myself so little seasoned to my situ¬ 
ation, that I dreaded reflection, and sought shelter 
from it in the company of the beau, who, promising 
to regale me with a lecture upon taste, conducted 
me to the common side, where I saw a number of 
naked miserable wTctches assembled together. 'We 
had not been here many minutes, when a figure 
appeared, wrapt in a dirty rug, tied about his loins 
with two pieces of list, of different colours, knotted 
together; having a black bushy beard, and his head 
covered w'ith a huge mass of brown periwig, which 
seemed to have been ravished from the head of some 
scarcerow. This apparition, stalking in with great 
solemnity, made a profound bow to the audience, 
who signified their approbation by a general re¬ 
sponse of “ How d’ye do, doctor?” He then turned 
towards us, and honoured Jackson wdth a particular 
salutation. Upon which my friend, in a formal 
manner, introduced him to me, by the name of Mr. 
Mclopoyn. This ceremony being over, be advanced 
into the middle of the congregation, wliich crowded 
around him, and hemming three times, to my utter 
astoni.shinent, pronounced, with great sigianeance 
of voice aud gesture, a very elegant and ingenious 
discourse upon the difference between genius and 
taste, illustrating his assertions with apt quotations 
from the best authors, ancient as well as modern. 
When he had finished his harangue, which lasted a 
full hour, he bowed again to the spectators, not one 
of whom, 1 was informed, understood so much ns a 
sentence of what he had uttered. They manifested, 
however, their admiration and esteem by a volun¬ 
tary contribution, which, Jackson told me, one week 
with another, amounted to eighteen peuee. This 
moderate stipend,together with some small pn*KentB 
that he received for making up differences, and 
deciding causeK amongst the prisoners, just enabled 
him to breathe and walk about, in the grotesque 
figure I have described. I understood, also, that 
he was an excellent ])oet, and hud composed a tra¬ 
gedy, which was allowed by everybody who had 
seen it to be a peHbmiance of great merit; that his 
learning was infinite, his morals unexccptioimhle, 
and his modesty inviiudble. Such a character 
could not fail of attracting my regard ; 1 longed 
impatiently to be acquainted with liim, and desired 
Jackson would engage him to spend the evening 
in my apartment. My request was granted, he 
favoured us with his company, and in the course of 
our conversation, perceiving that 1 had a strong 
passion for the Belles ae<p:itted himself so 

well on that subject, that 1 expressed a fervent 
desire of seeing his productions. Tn this point, too, 
he gratified my inclination; he promised to bring 
his tragedy to my room next da>, and in tlie mean¬ 
time ent(;rtained me with some detached pieces, 
which gave me a very advantageous idea of his 
poetical talent. Among other things, I W'as par¬ 
ticularly pU'ased with some elegies, in imitation of 
'ribulluK; one of which I beg leave to submit to 
the reader, as a specimen of his complexion and 
cajiacity. 

'Whpre now arc all my flattering dreame of Joy f 
Monimia, give my soul her wonted reit:— 

Since first thy beauty fix'd my roving eye, 
Heart-gnawing cares corrode my pensive breast! 
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Let happy lovers fly where pleasures call, 

With festive songs beguile the fleeting hour; 

I^ad beauty through the mazes of the ball, 

Or press her wanton in love's roseate bower. 

For me, no more I’ll range th* empurpled mead, 
Where shepherds pipe, and virgins dance around; 

Nor wander through the woodbine’s fragrant shade, 
To hear the music of the grove resound. 

I'll seek some lonely church, or dreary hall, 

Where fancy paints the glimm'rlng taper blue, 

Where damps hang mould’ring un the ivy'd wall, 

And sheeted ghosts drink up the midnight dew. 

There, leagu’d with hopeless anguish and despair, 
Awhile in silence o’er my fate repine; 

Thun, with a long farewell to love and care, 

To kindred dust my weary limbs consign. 

Wilt thou, Moniinia, shed a grjvrious tear 
On the cold grave wheiu all my sorrows rest; 

Strew vernal flowers, applaud my love sincere. 

And bid the lurflie easy on my breast? 

I was wonderfully affected with this pathetic 
complaint, which seemed so well calculated for my 
own disapjiointment in love, that I could not help 
attaching the idea of Narcissa to the name of 
iVlonimiii, and of forming such melancholy presages 
of my passion, that I could not recover my tran¬ 
quillity, and was fain to have recourse to the bottle, 
which prepared me for a profound sleep, that I 
could not otherwise have enjoyed. Whether these 
impressions invited and introduced a triun of other 
melancholy reflections, or my fortitude was all ex¬ 
hausted in the effort 1 mcule against despondence, 
during the first day of my imprisonment, 1 cannot 
determine; hut I awoke in the horrors, ami found 
my imagination haunted wdth such dismal a])i}a- 
ritions, that 1 was ready to desi)air; and 1 lK*lieve 
tiu* reader will own, 1 had no great cause to eon- 
gnilulato myself, wheti 1 considered my situation, 
1 was iiiterru])ted in the midst of these gloomy 
uiipreliensions by the arrival of Strap, who eon- 
tnbut(‘d not a little to the re-eMabiishinent of my 
jK*ace, by letting me know tliat be had hired him¬ 
self iis u journeyman barber; by whieh means he 
would he abb* not only to save im* a eon.siderable 
exi)i‘use, but even make shift to lay uji something 
for my subKisttmee after my tnoney should he spent, 
in ease 1 should not be relle\e(l before. 

CllAVTKU LXII. 

L read Melopnyu’K Tragedy, and conceive a vast npininn of his 
OemuM—lie rceounth his Adventures. 

Whtlk w’e ate our breakfast together, I maile him 
ac(iinunted with tlu* ehanicter and condition of the 
poet, who came in vith his jilay at tliat instant, 
and imagining we w’ere engaged about business, 
eonld not be jirevailed upon to sit; but, leaving his 
])erfbrmnnee, went away. My friend's tender lu'art 
w'as melted at tlu* sight of a gentleman and Chris¬ 
tian (for he had a givat veneration for both tliese 
(‘pithets) in siieh misery ; and assented, with great 
cheerfulness, to a jiroposal I made of clothing him 
with our superfluities; a task witli whieh he eliarged 
himself, and departi'd inimediali-ly to perform \t. 

iU* was no sooner gone, than I locked my door, 
and sat dowm to the tragedy, which I read to tlu* 
eiul with vast pleasure, not u little amazed at the 
conduct of the managers who had rejected it. 'I'he 
fable, in my opinion, was well chosen, and naturally 
conducted; the incidents interi*sting, the characters 
beautifully contrasted, strongly marked, and well 
supported; the diction poetical, spirited, and cor¬ 
rect ; the unities of the drama mointained with the 


most scmpulotm exactness i the opening gradual 
and engaging, the peripeteia surprising, and the 
catastrophe affecting. In short, I judged it by the 
laws of Aristotle and Horace, and could find nothing 
in it exceptionable, but a little too much embellish¬ 
ment in some few places, which objection he re¬ 
moved to my satisfaction, by a quotation from 
Aristotle’sPoetics, importing, that the least interest¬ 
ing parts of a poem ought to be raised and dignified 
by the charms and energy of diction. 

I revered his genius, and was seized with an eager 
curiosity to know the particular events of a fortune 
so unworthy of his merit. At that instant Strap 
returned with a bundle of clothes, which I sent with 
my eonipliiuents to Mr. Melopoyn, as a small token 
of my regard, and desired the favour of his com¬ 
pany to dinner, lie accepted my jiresent and 
invitation, and in less than half an hour made his 
appearance in a decent dress, which altered his 
figure very much to his advantage. 1 perceived, 
by his countcnanco, that his heart was big wilh 
gratitude, and endeavoured to prevent his acknow¬ 
ledgments, by asking jiardon for the liberty i had 
taken ; ho made no reply, but, with an aspect full 
of admiration and esteem, bowed to the ground, 
while the tears gushed from his eyes. Aflected with 
these symptoms of an ingenuous mind, 1 shifted 
the conversation, and complimented him on his 
performance, whieh, I assured him, afforded me 
infinite pleasure. My approbation made him happy; 
dinner being served, ami «laekson arrived, 1 begged 
their permission for Strap to sit at table with us, 
after having informed them, that he was a person 
to wliom 1 was extremely obliged ; they were kind 
enough to grant that favour, and wc ate together 
with great harmony and satisiu(*tion. 

(.hirmeal being ended, I expressed my wonder at 
the little regard Nir. Melopoyn had met with from 
the world ; and .signified a desire of hearing 1 k>m' lie 
had been treated by the luauagt^s of the pla> houses, 
to whom 1 understOvKl from »lackson he had offered 
his tragedy without success. ‘’Tlu*re is so little 
entertaining in the incidents of iny life,” said he, 

^ that X am sun* tlie recital will not recompense 
your attention; but, since you discover an in¬ 
clination to know them, 1 uuderhtaiid my duty loo 
well to di.sappoint your desire. 

“ My fatlu*r, who was a curate in the country, 
being, by tlie nnrrowne.ss of his eircumstunees, 
hindered from maintaining me at the university, 
took the charge of my education upon himself, and 
lahonretl vMlh such industry an<l concern in the 
undertaking, that I had little cause to regret the 
■want of pulilie masters. Heing at great pains to 
consult my natural bias, he discovered in me, 
lM*time.s, an iiielinution for j)<»etry; upon which he 
reeommendi'd me to an intiinau* aeiju.iintancc with 
the elas.sies, in the cultivation of which he assisted 
me with paternal zeal and uncommon erudition. 
When he thought me suliioienlly acquainted with 
the ancients, he directed iny studies to the best 
modern authors, Freneh and Italian, as well as 
Knglish, and laid a particular injunction upon me 
to make myself master of my mother tongue. 

“ About the age of eighteen, 1 grew ambiti^BS of 
undertaking a w’ork of sonic con&otjuence; and, 
with my father's approbation, actually planned the 
tragedy*you have read; but, before I had finisluHi 
four acts, that indulgent parent died, and left my 
mother and im* in very indigent circumstances, A 
near relation, compassionating our distress, took ue 
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ito his family, where I brought my fable to a 
mclusion; and soon after that period my mother 
aitted tliis hfe. When my sorrow for this me- 
.Dcholy event had subsided, I told my kinsman, 
ho was a farmer, that having paid my last duty to 
iv parent, I had now no attachment to detain m( 
’the eountry, and therefore was resolved to set out 
T London, and offer my play to the stage, where 1 
^id not doubt of acquiring a large share of fame as 
well as fortune; in which case I should not be 
unmindful of my friends and benefactors. My 
eousin was ravished with the prospect of my felicity, 
and willingly contributed towards the expense of 
fitting me out for my expedition. 

Accordingly J took a place in the waggon, and 
arrived in town, where I hired an apartment in a 
garret, willing to live as frugal as possible, until I 
should know what 1 had to expect from tlic manager, 
to whom 1 intended to offer my play ; for, though 
I looked ui)on myself as perfectly secure of a good 
ri'ception, imagining that a patentee would he as 
eager to receive, as 1 to present niy production, I 
did not know whcthc'r or not.he might be pre- 
<'nguged ill favour of anotlier^uthor, a circumstance 
that would certainly retard my success. On this 
(ousideration, too, I determined to be speedy in my 
application, and even to wait upon one of the 
managers the very next day. For this purpose, I 
inquired of my landlord, if he knew where either 
or both of them lived; and he, being curious to 
know my busiiicHS, and at the same time appearing 
tohe a very honest friendly man (a tallow-chandler), 

! made him acquainted with my design; u])on which 
he told me that 1 went the wrong way to work ; that 
1 would not find such easy access to a manager as I 
imagined ; and that, if 1 delivered my pjerforamnee 
Without proper recommendation, it would be as one 
to a tliousand if «‘vor it should be minded. ‘Take 
my advi<‘e,’ said he, ‘and your business is done, 
(hie of the patentees is rfgood Oatholic, as I am, 
and uses the same father who confesses me. 1 will 
make )oii acquainted with this good priest, who is 
an exeellent scholar, and if lie should approve of 
>our play, his r(‘commeiidatiou will go a great way 
mdeternniang Mr. Supple to bring it on the stage.’ 

I ajiplauded Ins expedient, and was introduced to 
the friar, who, having perused the tragedy, was 
pleased to signify his approbation, and commended 
me, in particular, for having avoided all redeetions 
Hj)on religion. He jiroinised to use all his influence 
w ith his son Supiile in my helialf, and to inform 
himself that very day at what time it would be 
proper for me to wait upon him with the piece. He 
Was punctual in perdirining his engagement, and 
next morning gave me to understand that he had 
mentioned my affair to the manager, and that I hud 
no more to do than to go to his house any time in tlu* 
forenoon, and make use of his name, upon which 1 
should find immediate admittance. J took this 
ad'-iee, put my jierformanee in my bosom, and, 
having received directions, went immediately to 
the house of Mr. Supple, and knocked at the door, 
which had a wicket in the middle, faced with a net- 
W'ork of iron. Through this a servant having 
viewed me for some time, demanded to know my 
business. 1 told him my business was with Mr. 
Supple, and tliat I eame from Mr. O’Vamish. 
He examined my appearance once more, then went 
away, returned in a few minutes, and said his 
master was busy, and could not be seen. Although 
1 was a little mortilied at my disappointment, I was 


persuaded that my reception was owing to Mr 
Supple’s ignorance of my errand; and, that I 
might meet with no more obstructions of the same 
kind, I desired Mr. O’Varuish to be my introductor 
the next time. He complied with my request, and 
obtained immediate admittance to the manager, 
who received me with the utmost civility, and 
promised to read my play with the first convenience. 
Hy his own appointment, I called again in a fort¬ 
night, but he was gone out; 1 returned in a week 
after, and the poor gentleman was extremely ill; I 
renewed my visit in a fortnight after that, and he 
assured me he had been so much fatigued with 
business, that he had not been able as yet tp read it 
to an end; but he would take the first opportunity; 
and, ill the mean time, observed, that what he had 
just seen of it was very entertaining. I comforted 
Tnyself with this declaration a few weeks longer, at 
the end of which I ajqieared again before his 
wicket, was let in, and found him laid up with the 
gout. I no sooner entered his chamber, than, 
looking at me with a languishing eye, he said, * Mr. 
Melopoyn, I’m heartily sorry for an accident that 
has happened during my illness. You must know 
that my eldest boy, finding your manuscript upon 
the table in the dining-room, where I used to read 
it, carried it into the kitchen, and leaving it tliere, 
a negligent wench of a cook-maid, mistaking it for 
waste paper, has expended it all hut a few leaves 
in singing fowls upon the spit, Hut I hope the 
misfortune is not irreparable, since, no doubt, ^ou 
have several copies.* 

“ 1 protest to you, my good friiuid, Sir. Random, 

I was extremely shocked at this information; hut 
the good-natured gentleman seemed to be so much 
affected with my misfortune, that J suppressed my 
concern, and fold him, that although J iiitd not 
anotlier copy, I should he able to retriiwe ihi* loss 
by writing another from my memory, which was 
very tenaeioiis. You cannot imagine how well 
pleased Mr. Supple W’as at this assurance: lie begged 
I would set about it immediately, and earefuUy 
revohe and reeidlect every circumstance, before I 
pretended to eomniit it to paper, tliat it might bo 
the same individual jilay that he had perused. 
Kneouraged by this injunction, which plainly de¬ 
monstrated how imieli he interested himself in the 
affair, I tasked my remembrance and industry, 
and in three wi*eks produe<‘d the exact iniag(‘ of the 
former, whieii was conveyed to him by my good 
friend. Father O’Vurnish, who told me next day 
that Sir. Mupple would revise it superficially, in 
order to judge of its sameness wSlh the other, and 
then give his final answer. FCk- this examination 
1 allotted a week ; and in full confulenee of seeing 
it acted in a little while, demanded an audience pf’ 
tlie manager, when that term was expired. Hut 
alas! the season had slipped away insensibly ; he 
convinced me, that, if my play had been jiut into 
rehearsal at that lime, it could not have been ready 
for performing until the end of March, when the 
benefit niglits eame on ; consequently it would have 
interfered with the interest of the players, whom it 
was not my business to disoblige. 

“ I was fain to acquiesce in these reasons, which 
to he sure were extremely just, and to reserve my 
perforiTiunce for tho next season, when he hoped 
I would not he so unlucky, Although it was a 
grievous disappointment to me, who by this time 
began to want both money and necessaries: hav¬ 
ing. on the strength of my expectation from the 
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theatre, launched out into some extravagances, by ' 
which the sum 1 brought to town was already 
almost consumed. Indeed, I ought to be ashamed 
at this circumstance of my conduct: for my tinauces 
were sufficient, with good economy, to have main¬ 
tained me comfortably a whole year. You will 
perhaps be amazed when I tell you, that in six 
months I expended not a farthing less than ten 
guineas* but when one considers the temptations 
to which a young man is exposed in tliis great 
city, especially if he is addicted to pleasure, as 1 
am, the wonder will vanish, or at least abate. Nor 
was the cause of iny concern limited to my own 
situation entirely: 1 had writ an account of my 
good reception to my kinsman the fantier, and de¬ 
sired him to depend upon me for the mone^ he had 
kindly accommodated me with about the end of 
February; which promise 1 now found myself 
unable to jjerform. Jlowever, there was no remedy 
but i)atienee. 1 applied to my landlord, who was a 
very good-natured man, candidly owned my dis¬ 
tress, and begged his advice iu laying down some 
plan for my subsistence, lie readily promised to 
consult his confessor on this subject, and told ine, I 
was welcome, in the mean time, to lodge and board 
with him, until fortune should jmt it in my power to 
make restitution. 

“Mr. O’Varnish, being informed of my neces¬ 
sity, offered to introduce me to the author of a 
weekly pai)cr, who, he did not doubt, would emjjloy 
me in tliat way, j)royided he should find me duly 
(jualified; but, upon impiiry, I understood that this 
journal was calculated to foment divisions in the 
commonwealth, and therefore 1 desired to be ex¬ 
cused from engaging in it. He then proposed that 
1 should write something in the poetical way, which 
1 might dispose of to a bookseller for a ]>retty h\im 
of ready money, and perhaps establish my own 
character into the bargain; this event would in- 
faUit)ly procure friends, and my tragedy W(mld 
api«*ar next season to the best advantage, by being 
supported both by interest and reputation. I was 
charmed with this prospect, and having heard what 
friends Mr. Pope acquired by his pastorals, set 
about a work of that kind, and in less tlian six 
weeks, composed as many eclogues, which J forth¬ 
with olfered to an eminent bookseller, who desired 
me to leave them for his perusal, and he would give 
me an answer in two days. At the end of that 
time, 1 went to him, when he returned the poems, 
telling me, they would not answer his purpose, aiul 
sweetened his refusal by sajing there were some 
good clever lines in them. Not a little dejected at 
this rebuff, which 1 learned from Mr. O’Vamish 
w^ owing to the opinion of another author, wliom 
fills bookseller always consulted on these occasions, 

1 ajqilied to another person of the same jirofession 
who told me the town was cloyed with jiastorals, 
and advised me, if I intended to profit by my 
talents, to write something satirical or luseioiLS,such 
as the JiuiUm Hole, Shw'key and Toirzer, ihe Leakt/ 
TVa’aW, &c.— and yet this was a man in years, wli’e 
wore a reverend periwig, looked like a senator, and 
went regularly to church. He that as it will, I 
scorned to prostitute my pen in the manner he 
projiosed, and carried my papers to a third, who 
assured me, that poetry was entirely out of his 
way; and asked if I had got never a j>iece of secret 
history, thrown into a scries of letters, or a volume 
of adventures, such as those of Kobinson (.'rusoc 
and Colonel Jack, or a collection of conundrums. 


wherewith to entertain the plantations? Being 
quite unfurnished for this dealer, I had recourse to 
another with as little success; and I verily believe 
was rejected by the whole trade. 

“ 1 was afterwards persuaded to offer myself as a 
translator, and accordingly repaired to a person, 
who was said to entertain numbers of that class in 

is pay; he assured me he had already a great dea. 
of that work on his hands, which he did not know 
what to do with; observed that translation was a 
mere drug, that branch of literature being over¬ 
stocked with an inundation of authors from North 
Britain ; and asked what I would expect per sheet, 
for rendering the Latin classics into English. 
That 1 might not make myself too chea;), 1 deter¬ 
mined to set a high price upon my qualifications, 
and demanded half a guinea for every translated 
sheet. ‘Half a guinea!’ cried he, stai'ing at me, 
then paused a little, and said, ‘ he had no occasion 
for ray service at present.’ 1 found my error, and, 
resolving to make amends, fell one half in my de¬ 
mand ; upon which he stared at me again, and told 
me his hands were full. I attempted others, with¬ 
out finding employment, and was actually reduced 
to a very uncomfortable prospect, when 1 be¬ 
thought myself of offering my talents to the printers 
of halfpenny ballads, and other such occasional 
essays as are hawked about the stre(*ts. With this 
view, 1 a])pHed to one of the most noted and 
vociferous of thi.s Iribe, who directed Tiie to a 
person whom 1 found entertaining a whole crowd 
of them w'itli gin, bread, and cheese; he carried 
me into a little back parhmr, very neatly furnished, 
where 1 signified my desire of being enrolled 
among his writers; and was asked what kind of 
composition 1 jirofesscd? understanding that my 
ijiclination leaned tow'urds poetry, he expressed his 
satisfaction, telling me one of his poets had lost 
lus senses, and w’as confined in Hedlam, and the 
ither was become dozed with drinking drams; 
so that he had not done any thing tolerable these 
many weeks. When 1 jiroposed that we should 
enter into terms of agreement, he gave me to 
understand, that his bargains were always con¬ 
ditional, and his authors jiaid in projiortion to tlie 
sale of their works. 

“Having therefore settled these conditions, which. 
I do assure jon, were not very advantageous to 
me, he assigned me a subject for a ballad, which 
was to be finisluxl in two hours; and 1 returned to 
niy garret in order to perform his injunction. As 
the theme happened to suit my fancy, 1 eomiileted 
a pretty sort t>f an ode within the time jirescribcd, 
and brought it to him big with hope of profit and 
upplau.se. He read it in a twinkling, and, to niy 
utter astonisliment, told me, it w’ould not do, thougli 
indeed be owned 1 wrote a good hand, and sjielled 
very well, but my language was too high-flown, ami 
of eonse(pience not at all adapted to the cajiacity 
and taste of his customers. 1 iiromiscd to rectify 
that mistake, and in half an hour humbled my style 
to ihe comprehension of vulgar readers; he ap¬ 
proved of the alteration, and gave me some hopes 
of succeeding in time, though he observed, that my 
performance was very deficient in the quaintness 
of expression that pleases the multitude; however, 
to encourage me, he ventured the cxjiense of print¬ 
ing and paper, and, if I remember aright, my share 
of the sale amounted to fourpence halfpenny. 

“ From that day I studied the Grub-street man¬ 
ner with great diligence, and at length became 
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8 uch a proficient, that my works were in great 
request among the most polite of the chairmen, 
draymen, hackney coachmen, footmen, and servant 
maids. Nay*, I have enjoyed the pleasure of seeing 
my productions adorned with cuts, pasted upon the 
wall as ornaments in beer cellars and cohlers* stalls, 
and have actually heard them sung in clubs of 
substantial tradesmen. But empty praise, you 
know, my dear friend, will not supply the cravings 
of nature. 1 found myself in danger of starving in 
the midst of all my fame ; for of ton songs 1 com¬ 
posed, it was well if two had the good fortune to 
please. Nor this reason 1 turned my thouglits to 
jirose, and, during a tract of gloomy weather, ])ub- 
lished an apparition, on the substanee of which I 
subsisted very comfortably a whole mouth; I have 
made many a good meal upon a monster; a rape 
lias often afforded me great satisfaction; but a 
murder, wt*Il timed, was my never-failing resource. 
What then? I was a most miserable slave to niy 
cmjjloycrs, wdio cxj)ected to be furnished at a 
minute’s warning with ])rosc and verse, just as they 
thought the ciremnstunees of the times re(juire(l, 
whether the inelinatiou was abs<*nt or present. 
TTpon niy sincerity, Mr. Kaiidoni, I have been so 
much poslered an<l besieged by tliose children of 
clamour, that life became a burden to me. 


CHAPTER LXIIT. 

Tlic continuation and conclusion of Mr. Melopoyn's Mtory 
“X MADK shirt, notwithstanding, to maintain myself 
till the beginning of next winter, when 1 renewed 
my addresses to my friend Air. Sujiple, and w*as 
most graciously received. 1 have been thinking 
of your affair, Mr. Alelopoyn,* said he, * aud am 
determined to show how fur I have your interest 
at heart, by introducing you to a young nobleman, 
of my ae<}uaiutnne(', w'ho is remarkable for his fine 
taste in dramatic writings, and is, besides, a man 
of such influence, that, if once he should ajiprove 
of your play, his patronage will support it against 
all the efforts of envy and ignorance : for J do 
assure you that merit alone will not bring success. 
I have already spoke of your performance to lord 
Hattie, and if you will call at my house in a day or 
two, you shall have a letter of introduction to bis 
lordshij).’ I wai. sensibly touebed with this mark of 
Air. Supple’s friendshi]), and looking upon my 
affair as already done, went home and impark'd iny 
good fortune to my landlord, who, to render my 
appearance more acceptable to iny patron, pro¬ 
cured a suit of new clothes for me on his own credit. 

“ Not to trouble you with idle particulars, I carried 
my tragedy to his lordship’s lodgings, and sent it 
up, along with Air. Supple’s letter, by one of his 
servants, who desired me, by his lord’s order, to 
return in a week. I did so, aud was admitted to 
his lordship, who received me very courteously, 
told me he hud perused my play, which he thought, 
on the whole, wa.sthe hesteouy? d'essai he had ever 
seen; but that he had marked some places in the 
margin, which lie imagined might be altered for 
the better. I W'as transported with this recejition, 
and promised, with many acknowledgements of 
his lordship’s generosity, to be governed solely 
by his advice and direction. “ Weil then,” said he, 
write another fair copy with the alterations I have 
proposed, and bring it to me as soon as possible; 
for I am resolved to have it brought on tlie stage 


this winter.” You may be sure I set About this 
task with alacrity; and thougli I found his lord¬ 
ship’s remarks much more numerous, and of less 
importance, than I expected, I thought it was -not 
my interest to dispute upon trifles with my patron; 
therefore new modelled it, according to his desire, 
in less than a month. 

“ When I waited upon him with the manuscript, 
T found one of the actors at breakfast with his 
lordship, who immediately introduced him to my 
acquaintance, and desired him to read a scene of 
my play. This task he perfonned very much to 
my satisfaction, with regard to emphasis and pro¬ 
nunciation ; but he signified his disgust at several 
words in every page, which I presuming to defend, 
Ix)rd Hattie told me, with a peremptory look, 1 
must not pretend to dispute with liini, who had 
been a player these twenty years, and understood 
the economy of the stage better than any man 
living. I was forced to submit, and liis lordship 
proposed the same actor sliould read the whole 
play in the evening before some gentlemen of his 
acquaintance, whom lie would convene at liis 
lodgings for that purpose. 

X was present at the reading; and I protest to 
you, my dear friend, I never iindeiwent such a 
severe trial in the whole course of my life as at that 
juncture ; for although the player might be a very 
honest man, and a good performer, he was exe(*s- 
sivcly illiterate and assuming, and made a thousand 
frivolous objections, which I w'as not permitted to 
answcT. Ilow’cvcr, the piece was very much ap¬ 
plauded on the whole; the gentlemen present, who, 
1 understood, were men of fortune, promised to 
countenance and support it ns mucli as they could; 
and lord Hattie assuring me that he would net the 
part of a careful nurse to it, desired me to carry it 
home, and alter it immediately according to their 
remarks. I was fain to acquiesce in his determina¬ 
tion, and fulfilled liis injunctions with all the I'Xpo- 
dition in my jiower : but before X could iireseut the 
new cofiy, my g(K)d friend Air. Supple had disposed 
of his projierty and patent to one Mr. Bra^jer; so 
that fresh interest was to be made with the new 
manager. I'liis task lord Hattie undertook, hav¬ 
ing some acquainlunee with liini, and recommended 
my performance so strongly that it was received. 

“1 looked upon myself now as ufion the eve of 
rcajiiiig the fruits of all my labour. I waited a 
few days in expectation of its being put into re¬ 
hearsal, and wondering at the delay, applied to my 
worthy patron, who excused Air. Xirayer, on ac¬ 
count of the multiplicity of business in which he 
wa.s involved, and bade me beware of teasing the 
jiatentee. J treasured up this caution, and exerted 
my patience three weeks longer; at the end of 
which his lordship pave me to understand that 
Air. Brayer had read my play, and owned it had 
indubitiible merit; but us he had long been pre- 
engaged to another author, he could not possibly 
represent it that season; though, if i would reserve 
it for the next, and, in the interim, make sueh 
alterations as he had proposed by observations on 
llie margin, I might depend upon his compliance. 

“ Thunderstruck at this disappointment, I could 
not, for some minutes, utter one syllable. At 
length, however, I complained bitterly of the ma¬ 
nager’s insincerity in amusing me so long, when he 
knew from the beginning that he could not gratify 
my desire. But his lordship reprimanded me for 
my freedom, said Mr. Brayer was a man of nonour^ 
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and imputed his behaviour with respect to me to 
nothing else but forgetfulness. And indeed I have 
had some reason, since that time, to be convinced 
of his bad memory; for, in spite of appearances, I 
will not allow myself to interpret his conduct any 
other way. Lord little, observing me very much 
affected with my disappointment, offered his inter¬ 
est to bring on my play at the other house, which 
I eagerly accepting, he forthwith wrote a letter of 
recommendation to Mr. Hellower, actor, and prime 
minister to Mr. Vandal, proprieU>r of that theatre ; 
and desired me to deliver it with my tragedy 
without loss of time. Accordingly, I hastened to 
his house, where, after having waited a whole hour 
in a lobby, I was admitted to his presence, and my 
jjcrformance received with great state. Ife told me he 
w'as extremely busy at present, hut h<* would peruse 
it as soon as possible, and bade nu; call again in a 
week. J took my leave not a little astonished at 
the ])ort and supercilious behaviour of this stage- 
player, who had not treated me with good manners; 
and began to think the dignity of a poet greatly 
im])aired since the days of Euripides and Sophocles; 
but all this was nothing in comparison to what 1 
have since observed. 

“Well, Mr. liandom, 1 went hack at the ap¬ 
pointed time, and was told that Mr. Eellowcr was 
engaged, and could not see me. 1 rejjcated my visit 
a few days after, und, having waited a considerable 
time, was favoured with an audience, during wdiich 
he said he had not as yet read my play. Nettled 
at this usage, I could contain myself no longer, hut 
telling him, \ imagined he would have paid more 
deference to J^ord liattle's reconniienclation, de¬ 
manded my manuserii)t w'itli some expressions of 
robontment. ‘Ay,’ said he, in a theatrical tone, 
‘with all my heart.’ Then jmlliug out a drawer 
of the bureau at wiilch he sat, h(‘ took out a hundlt*, 
and tlirew it upon a mhle tluit was near him, 
pronouncing the word‘'J’liere,* with great disdain. 
1 took it up, and perceiving, with some surprisi*, 
that it w’as a comedy, told him it did not belong to 
mo; upon which he oflered me another, which I 
also disclaimed. A third was produced, and re¬ 
jected .for the same reason. At length he pulled 
out a wiole handful, and spread them before me, 
saying, ‘ There are seven—take which you please 
—or take them all.’ I singled out my own, and 
went away, struck dumb w-itli admiration at what I 
had seen—not so much on account of his insolence, 
as of the number of new jilays, which from this 
circumstance I concluded were yearly oflered to 
the stage. You may be sure, I did not fail to 
carry my complaint to my patron, who did not 
reeeive it with all the indignation I expected; hut 
taxed me with jireeipitation, and told me I must 
lay my account with bearing the humours of the 
players, if J intended to write for the stage. “There 
IS n(»w no other remedy,” said he, “ but to keep it 
till the next season for Mr. Jlrayer, and alter it at 
your leisure, in the summer, according to his direc¬ 
tions.” 1 was now reduced to a terrible alternative, 
either to quit all hopes of my tragedy, from which i 
hud all along promised myself a large share of for¬ 
tune and reputation, or to encounter eight long 
months of adversity in preparing for, and expect¬ 
ing its appearance. This last penance, painful as it 
was, seemed most eligible to my refteetion at that 
time, and therefore 1 resolved to undergo it. 

“ Why should I tire you with particulars of no 
consequence? I wrestled with extreme poverty 


until the time of my probation was expired; and 
went to my lord Rattle, in order to remind him of 
my affair, when 1 understood, to my great concern, 
that his lordship was just on the point of going 
abroad, and, which was still more unfortunate for 
me, Mr. Braycr had gone into the country, so that 
my generous patron had it not in his power to in¬ 
troduce me personally, as he intended. However, 
he wrote a very strong letter to the manager in my 
favour, and put him in mind of the promise he had 
made in behalf of my play. 

“As soon as 1 was certified of Rrayer’s return, I 
wont to his house with this letter, hut was trJd he 
■was gone out. I called again next day early in tlie 
morning, received the same answer, and was de¬ 
sired to leave my name and business; I did so, and 
returned the day al’ter, -when the servant still 
aflinned that his master was gone abroad, though 1 
perceived him, as 1 retired, edhserving me through 
a window. Incensed at this discovery, 1 went to a 
eoffci'-liouse hard by, and enclosing his lordshiji’s 
letter in one from myself, demanded a categorical 
answer. 1 sent it to his house, by a jxirtor, wdio 
returned In a few' minutes, and told me Mr. Urayer 
would be glad to see me at that instant. I obeyed 
the summons, and w'as received with such profusion 
of com]>Umen-ts and apologies, that my resentment 
inimedhitely subsidt‘<l, and 1 w'us even in jiain for 
the coneorn whieli this honest man showed at the 
mistake of his servant, who, it seems, hail been 
ordered to deny him to everybody but, me. Hi* 
expressed the utmost veneration for his good and 
noble friend lord Kattlo, ■whom he should he always 
proud to serve; promised to peruse the play with 
all despatch, and give mo a meeting ui)on it; and, 
as a testimony ol' his esteem, made me a present of 
a general order for the season, by which J sliould 
he admitted to any juirt of the tliealri*. 'i'his was a 
very agreeable compliment to me, ■whose greatest 
jdeasure consisted in seeing dramatic peHonnunces; 
and you need not doubt that I often availed myself 
of.my privih'ge. As 1 had an opportunity of being 
behind the scenes when 1 pleased,! frequently oon- 
viTsed with Mr. Brayer about my play, and asked 
when ho intended to put it into rehearsal; hut lie 
had alw'uys so much business upon his hands, that 
it remained with him unopened a considerable 
while ; and I hecaniu very uneasy about the season, 
that wasted apace, when I saw in the papers another 
new play advertised, which had been written 
offered, accepted, and rehearsed in the compass of 
three months. You may easily guess how mueli 
I W'US confounded at this event. I ow'u to you, 
that, in the first transports of my anger, J suspected 
Mr. Hrayer oF having acted towards me in the most 
jntiful perfidious manner; and w'as actually glad at 
his disappointment in the suceess of his favourite 
piece, wliieli, by the strength of art, lingered till 
the third night, and then died in a deplorable man¬ 
ner. But, now that passion has no share in my 
reflection, I am willing to ascribe his behaviour to 
his want of memory or want of judgment, which, 
you know, are natural defects, that are more worthy 
of compassion than reproacli. 

“About this time i happened to ho in company 
witli a gentlewoman, who, having heard of my 
tragedy, told me, she was acquainted w ith the wife 
of a gentleman, who w'as very well known to a lady, 
who had great interest ■^I'ith a person who was in¬ 
timate with Earl Slieerwit, and tliat, if I pleased, 
she would use her inffuenee in my bchalt As this 
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noNeman had the character of a Maecenas in the 
nation, and could stamp a value upon any work by 
his Holc countenance and approbation, I accepted 
her otfer with eaf^erness, in full contidence of soeinf^ 
niy reputation established, and my wishes fulfilled 
in a very sliort. time, provided that I should have 
the good fortune to please his lordship’s taste. I 
withdrew the manuscript from the hands of Mr. 
Braycr, and committed it to the care of this gentle¬ 
woman, who laboured so effectually in my interest, 
that in less than a month it was conveyed to the 
carl, and, in a few weeks after, 7 had the satisfac¬ 
tion to hear that he had read and approved it very 
much. Trans])orted with this piece of intelligence, 
J flattered myself with tlie hopes of his intcrc*sti!ig 
himself in its favour; but hearing no more of this 
matter in three whole months, 1 begun—God forgive 
me!—to suspect the veracity of the person who 
brought me the good tidings; for 1 thought it im- 
possihle that <a man of his rank and character, who 
knew the diliiculty of writing a good tragedy, and 
understood the dignity of the work, should read 
uiid applaud an essay of this kind, without finding 
an inclination lo befriend the author, whom his 
oountenunce alone could raise above dependence. 
Rut it was not long before 1 found my friend very 
innch wronged by my opinion. 

“ You must know that the civilities 1 had received 
from Ivord Hattie, and the desire he manifested to 
promote the success of my play, encouraged me to 
write an aecouiit of my bad fortune to his lordship, 
who condescended so far us to desire, by letter, a 
young Mpiire of a great estate, with whom he was 
Ultimate, to espouse my cause*, and, in purlieular, 
make me nequuintetl with one Mr. Mannozet, a 
celebrated player, who had lately appeared on the 
stage with astonishing eclat, and bore such sway in 
the house where ho acted, that tin* managers durst 
not refuse anything he reoonimended. 'I’he young 
gcntl<*num whom Lord Hattie had employt'd for 
this purpose, being diffident of his own interest with 
Mr. JMarmozet, had recourse to a nohlcinan of his 
ucciiiaintance, who, at his solicitation, was so good 
as to iulroduce me to him; and the conversation 
turning u]M)n my performance, I was not a little 
surprised, as well as pleased, to hear that Karl 
Sheerwit had spoken very much in its ])raisc, and 
even sent Mr. Marmozet the copy, with a message 
expressing a desire that he would act in it next 
season. Nor w’as the favourite actor backward in 
eoinnieiiding the piece, which he mentioned with 
some expressions of regard, that 1 do not choose to 
repeat; assuring me that hi* w'ould a]>i)ear in it, 
provided he should he engaged to play at all during 
the ensuing season. In the meantime, he desired 1 
would give him leave to peruse it in the country, 
whither he intended to remove next day, that he 
might have leisure to consider and ])oint out such 
altiTations as might, perha])s, be necessary for its 
representation ; and took my direction, that he 
might communicate by letter the observations he 
should make. Trusting to these assurances, and 
the interest which had been made in my behalf, 1 
1 hugged myself in the expectation of seeing it not 
[ only acted, but acted to the greatest advantage; 
and this I thought could not fail of recompensing 
me in an ample maimer for the anxiety and afflic¬ 
tion J had undergone. Jlut six weeks being elapsed, 
1 did not know how to reconcile Mr. Marmozet’s 
silence with his promise of writing to me in ten 
days after he set out for the country; however, 1 


was at last favoured with a letter, importing that 
he had made some remarks on my tragedy, which 
he would freely impart at meeting, and advising me 
to put it, without loss of time, into the hands of that 
manager who had the best company, as he himself 
was quite uncertain whether or not he should be 
engaged tlmt winter. I was a good deal alarmed at 
this last part of his letter, and advised about it with 
a friend, who told me, it was a ])lain indication of 
Mr. Marmozet’s desire to get rid of his promise; 
that his pretended uncertainty about acting next 
winter was no other than a scandalous evasion; 
for, to his certain knowledge, he was already 
engaged, or at least in terms with Mr. Vandal; and 
that his design was to disappoint me, in favour of 
a new comedy, which he had purchased of the 
author, and iiileudcd to bring upon the stage for 
his own advantage. In short, my dear sir, this 
person, who, 7 must own, is of a sanguine com¬ 
plexion, handled llie moral character of Mr. JMar- 
luozet with such severity, that 1 begun to suspect 
him of some, particular prejudice, ainl pul myself 
ujKm my guard against Ids insinuati ms. 1 ought 
to crave pardon ibr this tedious narration of trivial 
circunistanc(*s, which, however intcTcstiiiglhcy may 
be lo me, must certainly be very dry and insipid lo 
the ear of one unconcerned in the aifair. Jlut I 
understand the meaning of your looks, and will 
proceed. Well, sir, J\Ir. Manuozet, upon his r(*tnrn 
to town, treated me with uueoiumon complaisanci*, 
and invited me to his lodgings, where he projmsed 
to comniunicale his remarks, w'hh'h I confess were 
more unfavourable than I e\]>ceted; hut I answert'd 
his objections, and, as J thought, brought him over 
to my opinion ; for, on the wdiole, he signified llie 
highest Jipprobation of the perfonnanee. In tin* 
course of our dispute, 1 was not a httle surprised to 
find this poor g<*ntleinairR imunory so treacherous, 
as to let him forg<*t what he had said to nu*, befou* 
he went out of towm, in regard to Karl Sheerwii's 
opinion of my play, which he now professed 1dm- 
sell‘ignorant of; and I was extremely mortified at 
hearing from his own mouth, that his interest wuh 
Mr. Vandal was bo very low, as to be insuffieiiml of 
itself to bring a new piece upon the stage. I then 
begged his advice; and he counselled me to apjdy 
to Karl Sheerwit for a message in my favour to the 
manager, who would not presume to refuse any 
thing recommended by so great a man ; and he 
was so kind as to promise to second this message 
with all hLs power. 1 had immediate recourse to 
the worthy gentlewoman, my friend already men¬ 
tioned, which opened the channels of her eonvey- 
aiioe with such expedition, that in a few days I 
had the prondsc of the mt*s.snge, ])rovidpd 1 could 
assure myself of Mr. Vandal’s being unengaged to 
any other author; for his lordshi]> did not choose 
to condescend so far, until he should understand 
that there was a probability (at least) of succeed¬ 
ing; at the same time that blessed me with this 
piece of news, I was startled at anotlier, by the same 
channel of communication; which was, that Mr. 
Marmozet, before he advised me to this applica¬ 
tion, had informed the carl, that he had read my 
pla^, and found it altogether unfit for the stage. 
Though 1 could not doubt the certainty of this 
intelligence, 1 believed there was some misappre¬ 
hension in the case; and without taking any 
notice of it, told Mr. Marmozet the answer I had 
been favoured with ; and he promised to ask Mr. 
Vandal the question proposed. 1 waited upon 
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him in a day or two, when he gave me to under¬ 
stand that Mr, Vandal, having professed himself 
free of all engagements, he had put my play 
into his hands, and represented it as a piece strongly 
recommended by Earl Shcerwit, who, he assured 
him, would honour him with a message in its favour; 
and lie desired me to call for an answer at Mr. 
Vandal’s house in three days. I followed his di¬ 
rections, and found the manager, who, being made 
acquainted with my business, owned that Mr. 
Marmozet had given him a manuscript play, but 
denied that he had mentioned Earl Sheerwit’s name. 
When I informed him of the circumstances of the 
affair, he said he hud no engagement with any au¬ 
thor ; that he would read my tragedy forthwith, 
and did not believe he should venture to reject it 
in contradiction to his lordship’s opinion, for which 
he had the utmost veneration, hut put it into re¬ 
hearsal without loss of time. I was so much in¬ 
toxicated with tills encouragement,thatloverlooked 
the mysterious conduct of Mr. Marmozet, and at¬ 
tended the manager at the time appointed, when, 
to my infinite confusion, he pronounced iny play 
improper for tin* stage, and rejected it accordingly. 
As soon as I could recollect myself from the dis¬ 
order into which this unexpected refusal had thrown 
me, T expressed a desire of hearing his objections, 
which were so groundless, indistinct, and unintel¬ 
ligible, that I persuaded myself he had not at all 
perused the piece, but had been prompted by some¬ 
body, whose lessons ho had not rightly retained. 
However, I have been since informed, that the 
poor man’s head, which was not naturally very 
clear, had been disordered with superstition, ami 
that he laboured under the tyranny of a wife, and 
the terrors of hell-lire at the same time. Ereeijii- 
tated, in this manner, from the highest pinnacle of 
hope to the abyss of despondence, I was ready to 
fiiuk. under the bunlen of my affliction, and, in the 
bitterness of my anguish, could not help entertain¬ 
ing some doubts of Mr. Marmozet’s integrity, when 
1 recollected and compared the circumstances of 
his conduct towards me. 1 was encouraged in this 
suspicion, by being told, that my Lord Sheerwlt 
had bi)oke of his character with great contempt, 
and, in particular, resented his insolence in oppo¬ 
sing his own taste to that of his lordship concern¬ 
ing my tragedy. While 1 hesitated between dif¬ 
ferent opinions of the matter, that friend, who, as 
I told you before, was a little hot-headed, favoured 
me with a visit, and having heard a circumstantial 
account of the whole affair, could not contain his 
indignation, but affirmed, without ceremony, that 
Marmozet was the sole <K‘casion of my disappoint¬ 
ment ; that he hud acted fi’oni first to last with the 
most perfidious dissimulation, cujtiling me with in-' 
siimating civilities, while he underhand employed 
all liis art and influence to jinjudice the ignorant 
manager against my perfomiunce; that nothing 
could equal his hypocrisy but his avarice, uhieh 
engrossed the faculties of his soul so much, that he 
scrupled not to be guilty of the meanest practices 
to gratify that sordid appetite; that in consequence 
of this disposition, he had prostituted his honour 
in betraying my inexperience, and in undennining 
the interest of another author of established 
reputation, who had also offered a tragedy to the 
stage, which he thought would interfere with the 
success of the comedy he had bought, and deter¬ 
mined to bring on at all events. 

“1 was shocked at the description of such a 


monster, which I could not believe existed in the 
world, bad as it is, and argued against the aSsevef'- 
ations of my friend, by demonstrating the bad 
policy of such behaviour, which could not fail of 
entailing infamy upon the author; and the small 
temptation that a man (f Mr. Mamiozet’s figure 
and success could have ' o consult his interest in 
such a grovelling manner, which must create con¬ 
tempt and abhorrence of him in his patrons, and 
effectually deprive him of the countenance and pro¬ 
tection he now enjoys in such an eminent degree. 
He pretended to laugh at my simplicity, and asked 
if I knew for which of his virtues he was so much 
caressed by the people of fashion. ‘It is not,’ 
said he, ‘for the qualities of his heart, that this 
little parasite is invited to the tables of dukes and 
lords, who hire extraordinary cooks for his enter¬ 
tainment. JJis avarice they see not, his ingratitude 
hey feel not, his hy])ocrisy accommodates itself to 
heir humours, and is of conse<juence i)leasing; but 
[le is chiefly courted for his buflboncry, and will be 
admitted into the choicest parties of quality for 
liis talent of mimicking I’uneh and his wife Joan, 
when a i)oet of the most exquisite genius is not able 
o attract the least regard.* God forbid, Mr. Ran- 
iom, that 1 should credit assertions that degrade 
he dignity of our superiors so much, and represent 
hat poor man as the most abject of aTl'beings! 
No! I l(K)ked upon them as the hyperboles of pas¬ 
sion ; and though that comedy of which he Bi»oke 
did actually appear, 1 dare nol doubt the innocenee 
•f Mr. Marmozet, wlio, I am told, is as much as 
ver in favour with the carl: a circumstance that 
mrcly could not be, unless he liad vindicated his 
character to the satisfaction of his lordship. Pray 
forgive this long digression, and give tJic hearing 
i little longer; for, thank Heaven ! 1 am now near 
Ik* goal. 

“ Haffled in all my attempts, I despaired of seeing 
ny play acted ; and bethought myself of choo.«mg 
some employment, that might afford a sure, though 
mean suhsistenec ; hut my landlord, to whom 1 
was by this time considerably indebted, and who 
hud laid his account with having his money paid 
ill in a heap, from the profits of my third night, 
‘ould not brook his disappointment, therefore made 
another effort in my behalf, and, by dint of interest, 
procured a message from a lady of fashion to Mr. 
Prayer, who had always professed a great venera¬ 
tion for her, desiring that he would set up my play 
forthwith, and assuring him that she and all her 
friends would supj>ort it in the peri’ormancc. To 
strengthen my interest, she cngagi’d his best actors 
n my cause; and, in short, exerted herself so 
nueli, that it was again received, and my hopes 
began to revive. Put Mr. Prayer, honest man, was 
BO much engrossed by business of vast consequence, 
though to appearance he had nothing at all to do, 
hat he could not find time to read it until the sea- 
ion was pretty far advanced; and read it he must, 
br, notwithstanding his having perused it before, 
bis memory did not retain one circumstance of the 
matter. 

‘ At length he favoured it with his attention, and, 
having proposed certain alterations, sent his duly 
to the lady who initronizcd it, and promised, on his 
honour, to bring it on next winter, provided these 
iilterutions should be made, and the copy delivered 
io him before the end of April. With an aching 
heart, I submitted to these conditions, and performed 
hem accordingly. Put fortune owed me another 
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unforeseen mortification; Mr. Marmozet, during 
the summer, became joint patentee with Mr. Brayer; 
so that, when I claimed perfoi’inance of articles, I 
was told, he could do nothing without the consent 
of his partner, who was pre-engaged to another 
author. 

“My condition was rendered dt'sjierate by the 
death of my good friend and landlord, whose exe¬ 
cutors obtained a judgment against iny effects, 
which they seized, turned me out into the streets 
naked, friendless, and forlorn; there 1 was arrested 
at the suit of my tailor, and thrown into this prison, 
where 1 have made r>hif't to live these five weeks on 
the bounty of my fellow-prisoners, who, 1 hopi*, are 
not the worse for the instruction and goo<l offices 
by wliieh 1 manifest my gratitude; hut, in spite of 
all their charitable endeavours, my life was scarce 
tolerable, until your uncommon benevolence enabled 
me to enjoy it with comfort.” 

ClIAP^'ER LXIV. 

J a:n seized witli a deep Melan' htdy, and become a Sloven— 
Am'relievod by n\) Uncle—lie prevails upon me to cii- 
with his Owners, as Sur(,'oon of tiie Ship winch he 
commands—11c makes me a considerable rrcseiit- V.iitoi- 
tains Strap as his »Stewaul—1 lake leave of my Friends, and 
po on Board—The Ship arrives in the Downs. 

1 SHALL not make any reflections on this story, 
in the course of which the reader must perceive 
how egregiously the sirniilieity and milky disposi¬ 
tion of this w orthy man Inul been duped and abused 
h) a set of scoundrels, who were so hahitiuited to 
falseliood and eijuivocation, that J verily IxPieve, 
they would liave found the utmost difficulty in ut¬ 
tering one sjliable of truth, though their lives had 
depeudeti upon tlielr siiicenly. Notwithstanding 
all 1 had sullered from tin* knavery and selfishness’ 
of mankind, 1 was amazed and incensed at the liaso 
indifterenee which suffered snoh uncommon merit 
ns he possessed to languish in ohscurily, and struggle 
with all the miseries of a loathsome jail; and slumld 
have blessed the occasion that secluded me iVom 
such a perfulious world, had not the remcunhrauce 
of the aiuiahle Xarcfissa preserved my rttaehinent 
to tliat .society of which she conslituted a part. 
The picture of that lovely creature w’as the con¬ 
stant companion of my solitude. How often did 1 
ooiiteinplate the resemhlaiiee of those enehantiug 
features that fii’st eai>tivated my heart J How often 
did J weep over tliose endearing scenes which her 
image recalled ; and how often did I curse my per¬ 
fidious fate for ha vnig robbi'd me of the fair original! 
Hi vain did my imugmation flatter me with seliemcs 
of future happiucKS; surly reason always iutev- 
}»osed, and, in a moment, overthrew that unsub¬ 
stantial fabric, by eha-stising the extravagance of 
my hope, and representing my unhapjiy situation 
in the right point of view. In vain did J fly for 
refuge to the amusements of the place, and engage 
in the jiarties of Jackson, at cards, billiards, nine¬ 
pins, and fives ; a train of melancholy thoughts took 
liossessioii of my soul, wliieh even the conversation 
of ]\lelo])oyn could not divert. J ordered Strap to 
inquire every day at Banter’s lodgings, in expec¬ 
tation of hearing again from my charmer; and 
uiy disappointment considerably augmented my 
chagrin. My affectionate valet was infected w'ith 
iny sorrow, and often sat with me whole hours with¬ 
out speaking, uttering sigh for sigh, and slieddiug 
tear for tear. This fellowship increased our dis- 


temiHT; he became incapable of business, and was 
discarded by his master; while I, seeing my money 
melt away, without any certainty of deliverance, 
and, in .short, all my hopes frustrated, grew negli¬ 
gent of life, lost all aiipetitc, and degenerated into 
sneh a sloven, that during the .sjiace of tw’o montlis, 
L was neither washed, shifted, nor sliavinl; so that 
my face, rendered meagre with abstinence, was 
obscured with dirt, and overshadowed witli hair, 
and rny whole appearance squalid and even fright¬ 
ful ; when, one day. Strap brought me notice, that 
there was a man below’ who wanted to sjieak with 
me. Boused at this intelligence, and in full hopes 
of reeei\ing a i(‘tier from the dear object of my 
love, I ran down stairs with the utmost jirecipita- 
tion, and found, to my infinite surpri.se, my generous 
uiK’Ie ]\Ir. Bowling. Transported at the sight, I 
sprung forward to embrace him. Upon which he 
.started aside with great agility, drew’ his hanger, 
and put himself upon his guard, saying, “Avast, 
brother, avast! sheer off!—Yoho! you turnkey, 
w’hy don’t you keep a better look-out? here’.s one 
of your crazy pri.soners broke from his lashings, I 
do suppose.” J could not help laughing heartily at 
hi.s mistake; but this 1 soon rectifi<*d hy my voice, 
M’hicli he instantly recolleet<‘cl, and sli(>ok me by 
the Inuid with great affection, testifying his con¬ 
cern at fieeing nu* in such a miserable condition. 

I conducted him to my apartment, where, in 
presence of Straj), wliom I introduced to liim as one 
of my best friends, he gave me to understand, that 
he was just arrived from the Cloastof Ciuinea, after 
liaving made a ])rctty succe.sNful voyage, in which 
he acted as mute, uuiil the ship was attacked by a 
Prencli privateer; that the captain being killed 
during the engagement, lie had taken the eomnuind, 
and Mas s<» fortunate as to sink the enemy; after 
which ex])Ioif he fell in witli a merchant shij) from 
J^Iartinico, laden w ith sugar, indigo, and some silver; 
and, by virtue of hi.s letter of marque, attacked, took, 
and brought her saA* into Kinsale, in Ireland, M’heru 
sh(‘ was condemned as a lawful prize; hy which 
means he had not only got a pretty .sum of monc), 
hut also acquired the favour of his owners, m lu> hail 
already <*onferred upon him the eomiiuuid of ii large 
ship, mounted with twenty-niue pounders, ready to 
sail upon a very advantageous voyage, whieli he 
was not at lihcity to discover. And he assured me, 
that it was with the greatest difliculty that he had 
found me, in eouseqiuMiee <ir a direction left for 
him at his lodgings at \Vai»j)ing. 

1 was rejoiced beyond measure at this account of 
his good fortune; and, at his desire, reeounted all 
the adventures tluit had haj>pened to me shne we 
parted, A\'hen ho understood the particulars of 
Strap'.s attachment to me, he sijueezed his hand 
very cordially, and promised to make a man of him; 
then giving me ten guineas for my ju’csent occasion, 
took a direction for the tailor who arrested me, and 
went away in order to discharge the debt, telling 
me at parting, that lie w'ould soon letch up all my 
lee-w'ay with a wet sail. 

1 was utterly confounded at this sudden transi¬ 
tion, whieli affected me more than any reverse I 
had formerly felt; and a cro^dof incoherent ideas 
nnshed so impetuously upon my imagination, that 
my reason could neither sejntraie nor connect them* 
when Strap, whose joy liad iimnife.sted itself in a 
thousand fooleries, eanie into my room with his 
shaving utiuisil.s, and, without any previous intima¬ 
tion, began to lather my beard, wliistling with great 



U6 


THE ADVENTURES OF 


emotion all the while. I started from my reverie, 
and being too well acquainted with Strap, to trust 
myself in his hands while he was under such agi¬ 
tation, desired to be excused, sent for anot her barber, 
and suffered myself to be trimmed. Having per¬ 
formed the ceremony of ablution, I shifted, and 
dressing in my gayest apparel, waited for the return 
of my uncle, who was agreeably surprised at my 
sudden transformation. 

This beneficent kinsman had satisfied my cre¬ 
ditor, and obtained an order for my discharge, so 
that I wjis no longer a prisoner; but as I had some 
reluctance to part with my friends and fellows in 
distress, I prevailed upon Mr. Howling to favour us 
with his company, and invited Mr. Melopoyn and 
Jackson to spend the evening at my apartment, 
where I regaled them with a supper, good wine, and 
the news of my release, on which they heartily 
congratulated me, notwithstanding the loss of my 
company, which, they were pleased to say, they 
should severely feel. As for Jackson, his misfor¬ 
tune made so little impresstou on himself, and he 
was altogether so loose, indifferent, and indiscreet, 
that 1 could scarce pity his situation. Hut I had 
conceived a veneration and friendshij) for the po(‘t, 
who was, in all respects, an object much more wor¬ 
thy of compassion and regard. When our guests 
withdrew, and my uncle had retired, with an inten¬ 
tion to visit me next morning, I made up a bundle 
of some linen, and other necessaries, and bidding 
Strap carry them to Mr. Melopoyn’s lodging, went 
thither myself, and pressed it upon his acceptance, 
with five guineas, whicli, with much difficulty, lie 
received, assuring me, at the same time, that he 
should never have it in his pover to make satis¬ 
faction, I then asked if I could servo him any 
other way ? To which be answered, “ You already 
have done too muchand unable to contain the 
emotions of Ins soul any longer, burst into tears 
and wept aloud. Moved at this spectacle, 1 loft him 
to his reiiose; and when my \inele returned in the 
morning, represented his character in such a fa¬ 
vourable light, that the honest seaman was affected 
with his distress, and deteniiined to follow my ex¬ 
ample, in presenting him with five pieces more. 
Upon which, that I might save him some confusion, 
1 advised Mr. Howling to enclose it in a letter to be 
delivered by Strap after we should be gone. 

This was accordingly done. I took a formal leave 
of all my acquaintance in the jail; and just as I 
was about to step into an hackney-eoaeh at the 
gate, Jackson calling me, I returned, and he asked 
me in a whisper, if I could lend him a shilling? His 
demand being so moderate, and in all likelihood the 
last he would make upon me, I slipped a guinea 
into his hand, which he no sooner perceived, than 
he cried, “ O Jesus! a guinea!” then laying hold of 
a button of my coat, broke out into an imtnoderate 
fit of laughter; and when his convulsion was ended, 
told me, I was an honest fellow, and let me go. 
The coachman was ordered to drive to Mr. Howling’s 
lodgings, where, w’bcn we arrived, he entered info 
a serious discourse w'ith me on the subject of my 
situation, and proposed that T should sail with him 
in quality of his surgeon ; in which case he would 
put me in a method of getting a fortune in a few 
years by my own industry; and assured me, that I 
might expect to inherit all that he should die pos¬ 
sessed of, provided I should survive him. Though 
T was penetrated with a sense of his generosity, I 
was startled at a proposal that offered violence to 


my love, and signified my sentiments on that head, 
which he did not seem to relish, but observed, that 
love was the fruit of idleness; that, when ori^je I 
should be employed in business, and my ihind 
engaged in making money, I should be no more 
troubled with these silly notions, which none but 
your fair-weather Jacks, who have nothing but 
their ])lea.sure to mind, ought to entertain. I was 
pitjued at this insinuation, which I looked upon 
as a reproach, and, without giving myself time to 
deliberate, accepted his offer. He was overjoyed 
at my compliance, carried me immediately to his 
chief owner, with w’hom a bargain was struck; so 
that then 1 could not retract with honour, had I 
been ever so much averse to the agreement. That 
I might not have time to cool, ho bade me draw out 
a list of medicines for a complement of five hun¬ 
dred men, adapted to the distenqiers of hot climates, 
and sufficient for a voyage of eighteen months, and 
carry it to a certain wholesale apothecary, who 
would also provide me in tw'o well qualified mates. 
Wiile I was thus employed, Strap came in, and 
looked very blank, when he understood my resolu¬ 
tion. However, after a i)ause of some minuses, he 
insisted upon going along with me; and at my de¬ 
sire -was made ship’s steward by Captain Howling, 
w’ho promised to be at the expense of fitting him 
out, and to lend him two hundred pounds to pur¬ 
chase an adventure. 

When I had delivered my list of medicines, 
chosen a couple of my own countrymen for mates, 
and bcsi>oke a set of cliirurgical instruments, my 
uncle told me, that, by his last voyage, he had 
cleared almost three thousand potmds, one third of 
which he would immediately make over and put 
into my hands; that he would procure for me 
credit to the value of as much more, in such goods 
as would turn to best account in the country to 
which we wore bound; and that, although he 
looked upon my interest us his own, he would keep 
the remaining part of his fortune in his own dis¬ 
posal, with a view of preserving his independence, 
and a power of punishing me, in case I should not 
make a good use of what he had already bestow'ed. 

Without troubling the reader with an account of 
the effect which this surprising generosity had upon 
my mind, I shall only say, that his promises were 
instantly performed, and an invoice of merchandise 
projier for the voyage presented to me, that I 
might purchase the goods, and ship them with 
all expedition. In the midst of this hurry, the 
remembrance of my charming Narcissa often 
interposed, and made me the most miserable of all 
mortals. 1 was distracted with the thought of 
being tom from her, perhaps for ever; and though 
the ho])e of seeing her again might have supported 
me under the torments of separation, I could not 
refioct upon the anguish she must feel at parting 
with me, and the incessant sorrows to which her 
temder bosom would be exposed during my absence, 
without being jiiorced with the deepest afBiction. 
As my imagination was daily ami nightly upon the 
rack to invent some method of mitigating this cruel 
stroke, or at least of ac(]uitting my love and honour 
in the opinion of this gentle ereature, 1 at length 
stumbled ujion an expedient, with which the reader 
will be made acquainted in due time; and, in con¬ 
sequence of my determination, became less uneasy 
and disturbed. 

My business being finished, and the ship ready 
to sail, I resolved to make my lost appearance 
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among my acquaintance at the other end of the 
town, where I had not been since my iinprison- 
ment; and as I had, by the advice of my uncle, 
taken off some very rich clothes for sale, I put on 
the gayest suit in my possession, and went in a chair 
to the coffeehouse I used to frequent, where I found 
my friend Ranter so confounded at the magnificence 
of my dress, that, when I made np to him, he gazed 
at me with a look of astonishment, without being 
able, for some minutes, to open his lips; then pulling 
mo aside by the sleeve, and fixing his eyes on 
mine, accosted me in this manner: “Kandorn, 
where the devil have you been? eh I—What is tin* 
meaning of all this finery ?—Oho! 1 understand you. 
—You arc just arrived from the country! what! 
the roads are good, eh !—Well, iiaiic!(>in, you are a 
hold fellow, and a lucky fellow !—but t'!:? caie, 
the jjitcher goes often to tlie well, hut is l;roke at 
last.” Ho saying, he iiointed to liis collar; by v. hioh 
gesture, and the broken hints lie lirui ejaculated, J 
finind he suspected me of having robbed on tl’e 
highway; and 7 laughed very lieartily at I’ia suj;- 
position. Without explaining myself any furtlur, ; 
1 told him lie was mistaken in his conjecture ; that ' 
I had been for some time past with the relation (/f 
whom he had fre(iuc“ntl\ heard nu* sneak; and that, 
as J should set out next day iquin my traveb, 1 had 
come to lulu* my leave of my friends, and to iveeiM' 
of him the mom‘y he hod borrowed from me, ’v.’hieh, 
iu>w that I was going abroad, I siiould eci toil ly hove 
<ieca.siou for. lie was a little disooneevtcd ;.t this 
deiiiaml; hut, recollecting himself in ti moment, 
Bwore in an affected jiassion, that I had rred him 
extremely ill and he would never forgive me, for 
having, by this short warning, put n out of hij 
power to free himself of an obligation he cv'uld no 
longer bear, i could not help smiling at t^'is pro- 
tended delicacy, which I eonimended highly, telling 
him he needed not to he uneasy on that 6/ vire. for 1 
would give him adireetion to a merchant In thecity, 
with whom I would leave a discharge f;r «be .sum. 
to he delivered upon jiayment. He professed iru'oh 
joy at this expedient, and with giN^at (iugv''rness 
asked the j>er»on's name and jdaeo rralcuc, which 
he forthwith wrote in his pocket-bool, i/s:.i.ng’T.ie, 
that he should not be long in my debt. TMs afiVr*, 
which 1 knew he would never after th‘-ik of, being 
settled to his .satisfaction, I sent cards to ail my 
friends, desiring the favour of tliei.' company at i. 
tavern in tlie evening, vvlum they honourel my 
invitation, and 1 had tiie ])leasure of treating l»:er-i 
in a very elegant manner, at which liiey expre.-’sed 
equal admiration as applause. Having enjoyed 
ourselve.s till midnight, I took my leave cf them, 
and was well nigh stifled with caresses. Nexlday 
I set out with Strap, in a post-chaise for Gravesend, 
where wo went on board, and, the wind serving, 
weighed anchor in less than twelve hours, ^/ithoiit 
meeting with any accident, we reached the Downs, 
wliero wc were obliged to eomc to an anchor, and 
wait for an easterly wind to carry us out of the 
Channel 
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I setout for Sussex—(’onsuU fttia. Sajjt'ly—Achieve an Inter¬ 
view with Naicissa—Koturn to the .Sliip—VVi* get clear of 
theCli.innel -I learn our Destination—We are chased b> a 
larpe Ship—Tlic (’oinjiany arc (Usinaycd, and enronraijed 
hy the Captain’s Speech—Our Pursuer happens to he an 
KriRiiah Man of Wai—We arrive ai tlic Coast of Guinea, 
purchase -lOO Neprocs, sail for Paraguay, itet safe info tlie 
ll’ver of Plate, and sell our Cargo to great Advantage. 


It was now I put in execution the scheme I had 
projected at London; and a.sking leave of the 
captain for Strap and me to stay on shore till the 
wind should become favourable, my request was 
granted, because he had orders to remain in the 
Downs until he should receive some despatches 
from Jjondon, which be did not expect in less than 
a week. Having imparted my resolution to my 
trusty valet, who (tiiough he endeavoured to dis¬ 
suade me from such a rash undertaking) would not 
quit me in the enterprise, T hired horses, and set 
out immediately for that part of Sussex where my 
charmer was confined, which was not above thirty 
miles db:tant from Deal, where we mounted. As I 
v/as perfectly well acquainted with the extent of the 
squi re*s estate and influence, I halted within five miles 
of his house, where v. e remained till the twilight, 
at which time w’c set foiward, and, hy the favour of 
a dark night, reached a copse ai>out half a mile 
from tie village where Mrs. Hagely lived. Herew'e 
left our horses tied to a tree, and went directly 
to trie house of my old benefactress, Strap trernhling 
all tlie way, and v<“TitiiJg ejaculat(»ry iietitions to 
Ileav,.'!! for r.ur safety. Her habitation being quite 
s(>litary, we arrived at the door without being 
observed, when 1 ordiTcd my companion to enter 
by him>ielf, an<l, in ease there should be company 
with her, d’f.ver a letter which i had writ for that 
jnirpose, and say that a friend of hers in London, 
understanding that b‘* intended to travel this 
road, had committed it to his care. He rapped 
at the door, to which, the good old matron coming, 
told him, tl:at Icing a hu'.e woman, he must excuse 
luT if she did iH't < pen it until he had declared his 
name and bmlness. He answered, that his name 
was unknown t<) her, and that his business was to 
dehver a letter, v l.ich, to free her from all manner 
of apprelu n{ri( 11 , he would convey to lier through 
the space hrtv.-ecn the door and threshold. This 
he in: tar'tiV performed; fiiu'' she no sooner read the 
eout^nti, u inch speeitiea my being present, than she 
cried, “If the person who wrote this letter be at 
hand, let lilm sprak, li*at 1 may he assured hy liis 
voice whether or not I may safely admit him.” I 
foitlwith applied niy moiiJi to the key-hole, and 
pronounced, “ Dear mother, you need not he afraid; 
it ir 1, so mucli Indebted to your goodness, who now 
crave adndttanee.' She knew my voice, and opening 
the door immediately, received me with a truly 
niati'rna! rlToetion, inuniLsting, by tiie tears she let 
fall, her concern lest 1 should bo discovered, for she 
bad been infonned of ev i ry thing that had happened 
between Narcissa and me, from the dear captive's 
own mouth. 

"Wnien I exjdained the ptoiivc of uiy journey, 
which v/rs no other thau a dcHre cf seeing the 
object of my love before 1 sliould quit the kingdom, 
that I i#ght in person convince her of the necessity 
1 was under to leuve her, reconcile her to that 
event, by de.scribing tlie advantages that in all pro¬ 
bability would attend it, repeat my vows of eternal 
couPtaney, and enjoy the melancholy pleasure of a 
tender embrace at jiarling; i.say, when 1 had thus 
signified my iiitendnn, J\Irs. Sagely told me, that 
Narcissa, upon lier return from Jkith, had been so 
strictly watched, tliat nobody but one or two of 
tlie servants, devoted to her brother, was admitted 
to her presence; that afterwards she had been a 
little enlarged, and w’as ]>ermitted to see company, 
during wliioh indulgence she had been several times 
at her cottage; but of late she had been betrayed 
1. d 
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by one of tbe servants, "wbo discovered to the 
squire, that ho had once carried a letter from her 
to the post-house, directed to me; uj)on ■which in¬ 
formation she was now more confined than ever, 
and that 1 could have no chance of se<*ing her, un¬ 
less I would run the risk of getting into the garden, 
■where she and her maid wei*e every day allo^vvcd to 
take the air, and lie hid until I should have an 
opportunity of speaking to them—an adventure 
attended ■with such danger, that no man in his 
right wits would ufteinpt it. This enterprise, ha¬ 
zardous as it-was, 1 resolved to perform, in spite of 
all the arguments of Mrs. Sagely, who reasoned, 
chid, and entreated by turns, and the tears and 
prayers of Strap, who conjured me, on his knees, 
to have more rt'gard to myself, as n ell as to him, 
than to attempt my own destruction in mk'Ii a pre- 
cii)itate manner. I was deaf to every thing but the 
suggestions of my love; and ordering liim to re¬ 
turn immediately ■yv’ith the horses to tbe inn from 
whence we set out, and wait for my coming in that 
place, he at first peremptorily refused to leave me, 
until 1 persuaded him, that, if our horses should 
remain where they were tHl daylight, they ■v'ould 
certainly be discovered, and the whole county 
alarmed. Un this consideration, he took his leave 
in a sorrowfjil plight, kissed my hand, and weep- 
Lug, cried, “ God kno-ws if ever I shall see you 
again.”—My kiud landlady', finding me obstinate, 
gave me her best advice how to behave iri the 
execution of my project; aud, after having per¬ 
suaded me to take a little refreshment, aceom- 
inodated me ■with a bed, and left me to my rej»osc. 
Early in the morning, I arose, and armed -with a 
couple of loaded pistols and a Iianger, went to the 
haek of the squire’.s garden, climbed over the wall, 
and, according to Mrs. Sagely’s direction, con¬ 
cealed myself in athicket, hard b)'an alcove that ter¬ 
minated a walk at a good di.stance from the bouse, 
which (I was told) my mistress chiefly frequented. 
Here I absconded from five o'clock in the morning 
to six in the evening, without seeing a human 
creature; at last I perceived two women approach¬ 
ing, whom, by my throbbing heart, 1 soon recog¬ 
nized to be the adorable Narcissa and Miss 
Williams. I felt the strongest agitation of soul at 
the sight: aud guessing that they would repose 
themselves in the alcove, stepped into it uiijier- 
ceived, and laid upon the stone tabU* a jiieture of 
myself in miniature, for which I had sat in Lon¬ 
don, purposing to leave it with Mareissa before I 
should go abroad. I exposed it in this manner, as 
an introduction to my own appearance, which, 
without some previous intimation, T was afraid 
might have an unlucky effect upon the delicate 
nerves of my fair enslaver; and then withdrew 
into tlie thicket, ■where I could hear their discourse, 
and suit myself to the circumstances of%he occa¬ 
sion. As they advanced, I observed an air of me¬ 
lancholy in the countenance ofL'arcissa, blended 
with such unspeakable sweetness, that I could 
scarce refrain from flying into her arms, and kiss¬ 
ing away the pearly drop that stood collected in 
each bewitching eye. According to tny exjiecta- 
tion, she entered the alcove, and perc(‘iving some¬ 
thing on the table, took it up. J<o sooner did she 
east her eye upon the features, than, startled at the 
resemblance, she cried, “Good God I” and the 
roses instantly vanished from her cheeks. Her 
confidant, alarmed at this exclamation, looked at 
the picture, and, struck with the likeness, ex¬ 


claimed, “ O .LbusI the very features of Mr. Ran¬ 
dom I” Nareissa having recollected herself a little, 
said, “Whatever angel brought it hither as a 
comfort to me in iny affliction, 1 am thankful for 
the benefit, aud will preserve it as the dearest ob¬ 
ject of my care.” ISo saying, she kissed it with 
surprihing ardour, shed a flood of tears, and then 
deposited the lifeless image in her lovety bosom. 
Transported at these symptoms of her unaltered 
aflection, I ■was about to throw myself at her feet, 
when IMiss Williams, ■^^hose reflection w'as less 
(uigaged than that of her niistre>ss, observed, that 
the picture could not transport itself hither, and 
that she could not help thinking 1 ■was not far off'. 
'The gentle Narcissa, startling at this conjecture, 
answ’ered, “Heaven forbid! fur although nothing 
in the universe could yield me satisfaction equal to 
that of his presence for one poor moment, in a 
proper place, 1 ■would rather forfeit his company— 
almost for ever, than see him here, where liis life 
■w'ould be exposed to so much danger.” I could 
no longer restrain the impulse of my passion, hut, 
breaking from my concealment, stotjd before her, 
when slie uttered a fearful shriek, aud tainted in 
the arms of her companion. 1 flew towards the 
treasure of my soul, eiasjied her in my embrace, 
and, with the ■warmth of my kisse.s, hroiiglit her 
again to life. O! that 1 were endow'ed w'ith the 
expressiou of a Raphael, the graces of a Guido, the 
magic touches of a Titian, that 1 might represent 
the fond concern, the eliasteiied rapture, jmd inge¬ 
nuous blush, that mingled in her beauteous face 
■when she opened her eyes upon me, and pro¬ 
nounced, “ () heavon.s I is it you 

1 am afraid 1 have already encroached ujwm the 
reader's patience, with the particulars of this 
amour, on wliich, I own, 1 cannot help being im¬ 
pertinently circumstantial. I shall tluTefore ondt 
the le.ss material pas.sages of this interview, during 
which 1 convinced her reason, though 1 could not 
appease the sad presages of her lov e, with regard to 
the long vo> age and dangers 1 must undergo. heu 
we had spent an hour (which was all she could 
KI)are from the barbarity of her brother’s vigilance) 
in lamenting over our hard fate, and in repeating 
our reciprocal vows, ISliss Williams reniiuded us 
of the necessity there w'as for our immediate part¬ 
ing; and sure, lovers never parted v\ith sueh soi- 
row and reluctance as we. Hut because ni} uoids 
are incapable of doing justice to this afleeling 
eircuni.staiice, T am obliged to draw a viil over it, 
and observe, that I returned iu the dark to the 
house of Mrs. Sagely, who was overjoyed to hear 
of my success, and ojiposed the tumults of my 
grief with sueh strength of reason, that my mind 
regained in some measure its traiujuillity; and that 
very night, after having forced uiioii the good 
gentlewoman a purse of twenty guineas, iis a token 
of my gratitude and esteem, I took my leave of 
her, and set out on fool for the inn, where my ar¬ 
rival freed honest Strap from the horrors of unutter¬ 
able dread. 

Wc took horse immediately, and alighted early 
next morning at Deal, ■where 1 found my uncle in 
great eoncern on account of my ahsenee, hecau.se 
he had received his despatches, and must have 
weighed with tlic first fair wind, whether I had 
been on board or not. Next day, a brisk c.aRteriy 
gale springing up, we set sail, and in eight and 
forty hours got clear of the Channel. 

When we were about two hundred leagues to 
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westward of the Land’s End, the captain taking me 
apart into the cabin, told me, that, now he was per¬ 
mitted by his instructions, he would disclose the 
intent and deMiiuition of our voyage: “^Phe ship,” 
said he.“ which has been fitted out at a great expense, 
is bound for the coast of (Juinea, where we sliall 
exehung<' p:irt of our cargo for slaves and gold 
dust; from tlumcc we will transport our negroes to 
Buenos-Ayres in New Spain, where, by virtue of 
])assports obtained from our own court, and that of 
Madrid, wc will dispose of them and the goods 
that remain on board for silver, by means of our 
supereargo, who is ])eidectly well aecjuainted with 
the coast, tlie lingo, and inhabitants.” Beirjg thus 
let into the secret of our expedition, I borrowed of 
the supercargo a Spanish grammar, dictionary, and 
some otluT l)(K>ks of the same latigiiage, which i 
studic<l with such application, tiuit, before we arrived 
in New Spain, I could maititain a conversation v/itli 
liiiu in that tongue. Jleing arrived in the warm 
latitudes, I ordered, with the captain’s consent, the 
w hole ship’s company to he blooded and purge<l, 
m>self undergoing the same evacuation, in order 
to juvvenl those dangerous fevers to which mirthern 
<'oiislitutions are subject in hot climates; and I 
have reason to believe that this precaution was not 
UMserv iceable, for we lost but oue sailor during our 
wliole ]Ms.sige to the coast. 

One (lity, wlien we had been about five w’ceLs at 
.sea, we d(‘seM(‘d to windward a large ship bearing 
down upon us with all the sail slie could can*}, 
rpon M inch my uncle ordered the studding sails to 
lie hoisted, and tlie.shipto be cleared for engagim;; 
imi hndiug that, to u.so the {sesMuan's phrase, we 
v\ere \ery mueli wronged by the idiij) vliieh had 
us in chase, and which V-y this time had hoisted 
Kri'ijel] eoioar.s lie eonunauded the studding-sails to 
he taken m, the cour.ses to be clewed up, the main¬ 
top sail to lie baeked, the tompions to be taken out 
of the guns, and every man to repair to his (|uar- 
teis. While every body was busied in tlie per- 
ionnanee of these orders. Strap came upon the 
qit irier-di-ck, trembling, and looking aghast, and, 
V iih a voice half suppressv’d by fear, askf-d if I 
thouglit wt‘ were a match for the vessel in juirsuit 
of us? Obsi'rviiigbis consternation, I .said, “ What! 
arc you alraul, Stra])?” “Afraid!” he replied, 
“n-n-no; what should i bt* afraid of? I tiumk 
(iod, r have a clear eon.seienee; but I believe it 
will be a Moodv battle, and I wish you may not 
have occasion for another hand to assist you in the 
aockpit.” I immediately perecived his drift, and 
making the captain acijuaiiited wdtli his .situation, 
de.sired he iniglit be stationed below wdth me and 
my mates. My uncle, iitcensed at his pusillaiumity, 
hade me send him down inrtantly, that his fear 
might iKit infect the sl)i]>‘s conifiany ; whereupon I 
told the poor steward, tliat I had begged him for 
my a.ssistant, and desired him to go down and help 
my mates togi't ready the instruments and dressings. 
Notwithstanding the satisfaction he must have iVlt 
at these tidings, he affected a shyness of quitting 
the iifiper decli; and said, he ho])ed 1 did not ima¬ 
gine he w'as afraid to do his duty above board; for 
he believed himself us well ])repare(l for death as 
any man in the ship, no disparagement to me or 
the ca])tain. 1 W'as disgustv'd at this affectation, 
and, in order to punish his hypocrisy, assured him, 
he might take his choice eitluT of going dowm to 
^he cock j>it with me, or of staying upon deck during 
tno eagagement. Alarnied at this indifference, he 


replied, “Well, to oblige you, Til go down; but, 
remember, it is more for your sake than my own.” 
So saying, he disappeared in a twinkling, without 
w'aiting for an answer. By this time we could 
observe two tier of guns in the ship which pursued 
ns, and which was now but twm short miles astern. 
'J'his di.seovery had an evident elFcct upon the 
sailor.s, w ho did not scruple to say, that we sliould 
be torti to piece.s, and blown out of the water, and 
that, if in (‘use any of them should lose their precious 
limbs, tliey must go a-begging for life, for there 
was no ])rovision made by the merchants for those 
poor souls who were maimed in their service. The 
ca]>1ain, understanding this backwardness, ordered 
the. crew abaft, and s]»oke to them thus; “ My lads, 
J am told y ou hang an a—so. 1 have gone to sea 
ll'irty years man and boy, and never saw English 
sailors afraid before. ^layhap you think I want to 
expose you for the lucre of gain. Whosoever thinks 
so, thinks a d—ued lie, for my whole cargo is 
insured; so that, in ease T should be taken, luy lo.ss 
would not he great. 'The enemy is stronger than 
we, to be sure. What then ? have we not a thaiiee 
for carrying ov/ay one of her masts, and so got 
clear of her? If we find her too hard for us, 'tis 
but striking at last. Jf any man is hurt in the 
engagement, I pi’omise on the word of an honest 
.seaman, to make him a recompense according to hi.s 
loss. So now, you that are lazy, lubberly, cow¬ 
ardly dog% get away, and .skulk in the hold and 
bread room ; and you that are jolly boys, stand by 
me, and let us give one broadside for the honour of 
Old England.” This eloijueut harangue was so 
w’ell adapted to the dispo.silion of his hearers, that 
one end all of them, pulling oft’ their Imts, waved 
them over their heads, and saluted him with three 
cbeer.s ; upon which he .simt his boy for two large 
ease boftle.s of brandy, and having treated every 
man with a dram, they rejmired to their quarters, 
and vvaite<l impatiently for the word of command. 
I must do my uncle the justice to fiay\ that, in tlie 
whole of his disposition, he behaved with the utmost 
intri'pidity, Cuiiduet, and deliberation. 'J'he enemy 
being very near, he ordered me to my station, and 
was just going to give the word for hoisting the 
colours, and firing, when the .supposed Frenchman 
hauled down his white jiennant, jack, and ensign, 
hoisted Kngli.sh ones, and fired a gun ahead of us. 
Tlii.s was a joyful event to {'apfain Bowling, who 
immediately’ showed his colours, and fired a gun to 
leeward. r])on which the other ship ran along¬ 
side of us, hailed him, and giving him to know that 
she was an Kngli.sh man of war of forty guns, 
ordered him to hoist out his boat and come on 
board. 'I'liis command he obeyed with the more 
alacrity', because, u])ou inquiry', he found that she 
was commanded by an old messmalc of his, who 
was overjoyed to see him, detained him to dinner, 
and sent lus barge for the supercargo and me, w ho 
w'cre very much care.ssed on liis account. As this 
commander was destined to cruise upon the French, 
in the latitude of Martinico, his stem and quarters 
were adorned with white fleur-de-lis, and the whole 
shell of the ship so much disguised for a decoy to 
the enemy, that if was no w'onder my uncle did not 
know her, although he had sailed on board of her 
many ye.ars. \V e kept company with her four days, 
during which time the captains were never asunder, 
and then parted, our course lying different from 
hers. 

In less than a fortnight after our separation, w^ 
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made the land of Guinea, near the mouth of tb 
river Gambia, and trading along the coast as far tc 
the southward of the line as Angola and Bengula 
in less than six months disposed of the greates 
part of our eargo, and purchased four hundred 
negroes, my adventure having been laid out i^ 
gold dust. 

Our complement being made up, we took our 
departure from Cape Negro, and arrived in the Kio 
de la Plata in six weeks, having mot with nothing 
remarkable in our voyage*, except an epidemic 
fever, not unlike the jail distemper, which broke 
out among our slaves, and carried off a good many 
of the ship’s company; among whom I lost one of 
my mates, and poor Strap had well nigh given up 
the ghost Having produced our passport to the 
Spanish governor, we were received with great 
courtesy, sold our slaves in a very few days, and 
could have put off five times the number at our own 
price; though wc were obliged to smuggle the rest 
of our merchandise, consisting of European bale 
goods, which, however, we m^c shift to dispose 
of at a great advantage. 


CHAPTER LXVI. 

I am invited to the Villa of a Spanish Don, where wc meet 

with an Enfflieh Gentleman, and make a very intcrcstinu 

Discovery—We leave Buenos-Ayres, and arrive at Jamaica. 

Our ship being freed from the disagreeable lading 
of negroes, to whom, indeed, I had been aini.yerable 
slave since our leaving the coast of Guinea, I began 
to cnltw myself, and breathe with pleasure the nure 
air of Paraguay, this part of which is reckoned the 
Montpelier of South .America, and has obtained, on 
account of its climate, the name of lJucuos-.Ayrcs. 
It was in this delicious place that T gave myself 
entirely up to the thoughts of iny de.'^r Narcis'ja, 
whose image still kept ])ossession of my breast, etui 
whose channs, enhanced by nhscTiee, appeared to 
my imagination, if possible, more engagi.ig than 
ever 1 1 calculated the profits of my voyage, whivh 
even exceeded my expectation; resolved to pur¬ 
chase a handsome sinecure upou iny arrival in 
England, and, if J should fud the squire as aver.,e 
to me as ever, marry his sister by stealth ; and in 
case our family sliould increase, rely upon the 
generosity of my uncle, who was by this time worth 
a considerable sum. 

While I amused myself with these agreeable 
projects, and the transporting hopes of enjoying 
Narcissa, wc were very much caressed by the 
Spanish genlleracn, who frequently formed parties 
of pleasure for our entertainment, in which wc made 
excursions u good way into the co'enlry. Among 
those who signalized themselves hy Ihc.r ei'.ility to 
us, there was one Don Antonio dc Ribera, a very 
polite young gentleman, with whom I had contracted 
an intimate friendship, who invited us one day to 
his country house, and, a.s a further inducement to 
our compliance, promised to procure for us the 
company of an English signior, wlio liad been set¬ 
tled in those parts many years, and acquired the 
love and esteem of the whole province, by his affa¬ 
bility, good sense, and lionourahle behaviour. 

We accepted his invilalion, and set out for his 
villa, where we had not been longer than an hour, 
when the person arrived in whose favour I liad been 
flo much prejiossessod. He was a tall man, remark¬ 
ably wcll-fahapod, of a line mien an d a j tpearanee, com - 


manding respect, and seemed to bo tnmed of tbrty j 
the features of his face w'crc saddened with a re¬ 
serve and gravity, which in other countries would 
have been thought the effect of melancholy ; but 
here appeared to have been contracted by his com¬ 
merce with the Spaniards, who are remarkable for 
that severity of countenance. Undcrsfaiidiiig troiri 
J)on Antonio that wc were his countrymen, he sa¬ 
luted us all round very complaisantly, and hxiiig 
his eyes very attentively on me, uttered a deep sigh. 
1 had been struck with a jirofound veneration 
for him at his first coming into the room; and no 
sooner observed this exjiressioii of his sorrow, di¬ 
rected, as it were, in a particular manner to mo, 
than my heart took jiart in his grief. 1 sympathized 
involuntarily, and sighed in my turn. Having 
asked leave of our entertainer, he accosted ns in 
English, professed his satisfaction at seeing so many 
of his eonitrynien in such a I’einole jilace, and 
asked the eaptair, who went by the name of Signior 
Tboma, frnn wlnt part of Britain ho liad sailed, 
and whithe*' he was bound. My uncle told him 
hat we had r.aikcl from the river Thames, and 
were bound for t/.e same place, by the way of 
Jamaica, wliere v’c intended to take in a lading of 
sugar. 

Having Galisaed himself in these and other par- 
ieulars about the state of the war, he gave us to 
imderstand that he had a longing desire To revisit 
lis native country, in eousequenee of which he 
lad already Iran.smitted to Eiiroi>e the greatest jmrt 
if his fortune in neutral bottoms, and would will- 
ngly embark the rest of it with himself, in our 
;hip, provided the eai>1ain had no objection to such 
i passenger. My uncle very jirudently replied, 
’’at for his part he should be glad of his eonijairi}, 
f he eeuld procure tin* consent of the governor, 
without which he durst not admit him on hoard, 
vhatc'vcr inehnatioii he Jnid to oblige him. The 
;entlenian approved of his discretion, and, telling 
lim that there would be no difficulty in obtaining 
he connivance of the governor, who was his good 
Viericl, shifted the conversation to another subject. 

i was overjoyed to hear his intention, and al¬ 
ready irtorosted myself so mneh in his favour, 
hat, had he been disajijiointed, 1 should liavi* been 
u‘ry unhappy. In the course of our entertainment, 
ic oye<l me with uncommon attachment; I felt a 
urprising attraction towards him ; w hen he s])oke. 
listened with attention and reverence; the dignity 
>f l:«s deportment filled me with afft'Ction and awe; 
and, in short, the emotions of my soul, in jireseneu 
this stranger, were strong and unaccountable I 
Having spent the best jiart of the day with us, 
ie took his leave, telling Captain 'J'honia, that he 
houJd hear from him in a short time. He w’as no 
sooner gone, than I uske<l a thousand (juestions 
about him of Don Antonio, who eould give me no 
ither satisfaction, than that his name was Don 
liodrigo, that he liad lived fifteen or sixteen years 
n these parts, was rejiuted rich, and supposed to 
have been unfortunate in his younger years, be- 
uusehe was observed to nourish a pensive melan¬ 
choly, even from the time of his first settlement 
among them ; but that nobody had vi'ntured to in- 
]uire into the cause of his sorrow, in consideration of 
liis peace, wdiich might suffer in the reeaiiitulation 
if his misfortunes. 

J w'as seized with an irresistible desire of know¬ 
ing the particulars of his late, and enjoyed not one 
hour of repose during the whole night, by reasOD 
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of the eager conccptionB that inspired me with re¬ 
gard to liis story, which T resolved, if possible, to 
learn. Next morning, while we were at breakfast, 
three mules richly caparisoned arrived with a 
message from Don Rodrigo, desiring our company, 
and that of Don Antonio, at his house, which was 
situated about ten iiiiles further up in the country. 
I was pleased with this invitation, in consequence 
of which we mounted the mules which he had pro¬ 
vided for us, and alighted at his house before noon. 
Here we w'ere splendidly entertained by the gener¬ 
ous stranger, who still seemed to show a particular 
regard for me, and, after dinner, made me a pre¬ 
sent of a ring set wdth a beautiful amethyst, the 
production of that country, saying, at the same 
time, that he was once blessed with a son, who, 
had he lived, would have been nearly of my age. 
This observation, delivered with a profound sigh, 
made my heart throb with violence; a ero'.vd of 
confused ideas rushed upon my imagination, wliich 
while 1 endeavoured to unravel, my uncle perceived 
my absence of thought, and tapping me on the 
shoulder, said, “ Ooris! are you asleep, Rory f' 
Before 1 had time to reply, Don liodrigo, with un¬ 
common eagerness of voice and look, pronounced, 
“J‘ray, captain, what is the young gentleman’s 
name?”—“ Jlis name,” said my uncle, “is Roderick 
Random.” “ (i raeious Rowers 1” cried the stranger, 
starting up,—“ami his mother’s?”—“His mother,” 
answered tlic (•a})tain, amazed, “ was called Char¬ 
lotte Bowling.” “ O bounteous Heaven I” ex¬ 
claimed Don Rodrigo, springing across the table, 
and clasping nie in his arms, “my son! my .'jon! 
have I found thee again?—do I hold thee m my 
embrace, after lu*\ing lost and despaired of seeing 
thee so long?” saying, he fell upon my neck 
and wept idord with joy ; while t!ie jM)wer of na¬ 
ture operating strongly in my breast, 1 was lost in 
rajdure, and w’hile he pn'ssed me to his heart, let 
full a shower of t.‘ars into his bosom. His utter¬ 
ance was choked up u good while by the agitation 
of his soul. At length he broke out into, “ Myste¬ 
rious RrovMence! --(1 iny dear (diuvlotte! tiiere 
yet remains a jdedge of our love; and such a]>k-dge! 
--■so found!- O luhnite Goodness; let me adore 
thy all-v^■Ihe decrees I” Having thus expressed 
himself, lie kneeled upon the tloor, lifted up his 
eyes and hands to heaven, and remained stune 
minutes in a silent ecstasy of devotion. 1 put my¬ 
self in tin* same jiosture, mlored tlie All-good Dis¬ 
poser in a pray'd* of mental thanksgiving; and 
when his ejaculation was ended, did homage to my 
father, and craved his jiarental blessing. He 
hugged me again with unutterable fondness, and 
having imjdored the protection of Heaven upon 
my head, raised me from the ground, and presented 
me as his son to the company, who wept in concert 
over this afti’cting seeiie. Amoug the rest, my 
uncle did not fail to discover the goodness mid joy 
of his heart. Alhcit unused to the nwhiiKj viood, he 
hlublwred with great tenderness, and wringing my 
father's hand, cried “ Brother liamloni. Tin re¬ 
joiced to see you—God be praised for this happy 
meeting.” Don Rodrigo, understanding that lie 
was his hrother-in-law, embraced him afiectionately, 
saying, “ Are you my Charlotte’s brother ?—Alas! 
unhappy (?liarlotte I but why should I repine ? we 
shall meet again never more to part!—Brother, 
you are truly welcome.—I )ear son, 1 am transported 
with unspeakable joy !—Tliis day is a jubilee—my 
friends and servants shall share my satisfaction.” 


While he despatched messengers to the gentle, 
men in the neighbourhood, to announce this event, 
and gave orders for a grand entertainment, I was 
so much affected with the tiunults of passion which 
assailed me on this great, sudden, and unexpected 
occasion, that I fell sick, fevered, and in less than 
three hours became quite delirious ; so that the 
preparations were countermanded, and the joy of 
the family converted into grief and despair. Rhy- 
sicians were iustantly called , 1 was plentifully 
blooded in the foot, my lower extremities were 
bathed in a decoction of salutiferous herbs; in ten 
hours after I was taken ill I enjoyed a critical 
sweat, and next day felt no remains of the distem¬ 
per, but an agreeable lassitude, which did not 
hincier me from getting up. During the progress 
of this fever, which from the term of its duration, 
is called ephemera^ my father never once quitted 
my bedside, but administered the prescriptions of 
the j)hysicians with the most pious care; while 
Captain Bowling manifested his concern by the 
like attendance. I no sooner found myself de¬ 
livered froiri the disease, than I bethought myself 
of my lionest friend. Strap ; and resolving to 
make him happy forthwith in the knowledge of 
my good fortune, told my father in general, that I 
had been infinitely obliged to this faithful adherent, 
and begged he would indulge me so fur as to send 
for him, without letting him know my happiness, 
until he could receive an account of it from my 
own mouth. 

I^Iy reipiest was Instantly complied with, and a 
messenger with a spare mule detached to the ship, 
currying orders from the captain to the mate to 
send th(‘ steward by the bearer. My health being, 
in the mean time, re-established, and my mind 
eomp'jscd, I began to relish this inipovtaul lum of 
my fortune, in reflecting upon the advantages with 
w hich It must he attended; and as the idea of my 
lovely Nurcissa always joined itself to every seem* 
of happiness 1 could imagine, I entertained myself 
now with the jivospcct o-f possessing her in that dis¬ 
tinguished sj»here to which Hie was entitled h} her 
birth and qmibfieations. Having often mentioned 
her name v*hik‘ 1 was deprived of my senses, my 
father guessed thalthere was an intimate connexion 
between us, and discovering the picture which hung 
in mj bosom by a ribbon, did not doubt that it 
was the resemblance of my amiable mistress. In 
this belief he was eonfiniied by my uncle, who told 
him that it was the picture of a }Oimg woman, to 
whom 1 was under jiroinise of marriage. Alarmed 
at this piece of information, Don Rodrigo took 
the first opportunity of questioning me about the 
particulars of this affair, which when 1 had candidly 
recounted, he approved of iny passion, and pro¬ 
mised to contribute all in his j>ower towards its 
success. Though 1 never doubted his generosity, 
1 was transported on this occasion, and throwing 
myself at his feet, told him, he had now completed 
my hapjiiness; for, without the possession of Nar- 
cissa, I should he miserable .among all the pleasures 
of life. lie raised me with a smile of paternal 
fondness; said, that he knew what it was to be in 
love ; and observed, that if he had been as tenderly 
belov’ed by his father as I was by mine, he should 
not now perhaps liave cause—here he was inter¬ 
rupted by a sigh, th(‘ tear rushed into his eye, he 
suppressed the dictates of his grief, and the time 
being opportune, desired me to relate the passages 
of my life, which my uncle had told him were 
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manifold and surprising. 1 recounted the most 
material circumstances of my fortune, to which he, 
listened with wonder and attention, manifesting 
from time to time those different emotions which 
my different situations may be supposed to ha^'e 
raised in a parent’s breast, and, when my detail 
was ended, blessed God for the adversity I had 
undergone, which, he vsaid, enlarg(‘d the under¬ 
standing, improved the heart, steeled the constitu¬ 
tion, and qualified a young man for all tlie duties 
and enjoyments of life, niueh better than any edu¬ 
cation wliich affluence could bestow'. 

AVhen I had thus satisfied his curiosity, I dis¬ 
covered an inclination to hear the particulars of 
Ills story, w'hieli he gratified, l>y beginning with hi; 
marriage, and proceeded to the day of his disap¬ 
pearing, us J have related in the first part of my 
memoirs. “ ('areless of life,” continued he, “and 
unable to live in a place w here every object recalled 
the memory of my dear ('harlotte, whom 1 had lost 
through the barbarity of an unnatural parent, I 
took my leave of )'ou, my child, then an infant, 
with a heart full of unutterable woe, but little sus¬ 
pecting that my fatli t’s imkindness would have 
descended to my iiinociuit orjdiaii; and setting out 
alone at midnight for the nearest sea-port, early 
next morning got on hoard a ship, bound as I had 
heard for France, and bargaining with the master 
for luy passage, bade a long adieu to my native 
country, and put to sea with the first fair wind, 
'fhe place of our destination was Granville; hut 
we had the misfortune to run upon a ridge of rocks 
near the Island of Alderney, called tlie (luskets, 
where the sea running high, the .ship went to 
pieces, the boat sunk along-side, and every soul on 
board perished, except myself, who, by the assist- 
auc(‘ of a grating, got ashore ou the coast of Nor¬ 
mandy. I went directly to Caen, w’here I was so 
lucky as to meetwdth a count, whom I had formerly 
known in ni\ travels. With this gentleman J set 
out for l*aris, w'hero T was recommended by him 
and other friends as a tutor to a young nobleman, 
w’bora T accompanied to the court of Spain. There 
we remained a ^^hole year, at the end (tfwhich my 
pupil being recalled liy his father, I quilted my 
office, and staid behind, by the advice of a certain 
Sjianish grandee, wlio took me into his protection, 
and introduced me to another nobleman, who w'as 
afterwards created viceroy of TVru. lie insisted 
on my attending him to his government in the 
Indies, where, however, by reason of my religion, 
it was not in his power to make my fortune any 
other w'ay than by encouraging me to trade, which 
I had not long prosecuted, wdien my patron died, 
and I found myself in the midst of strangers, without 
one fnetid to support or protect me. Urged by this 
consideration, 1 sold my effects, and removed to 
this country, the governor of which, having been 
appointed by the viceroy, was my intimab* ac¬ 
quaintance. Here has heaven prospered my endea¬ 
vours, during a residence of sixteen years, in which 
my tranquillity was never invaded, but by the re¬ 
membrance of your mother, whosi* death I have in 
secret mourned without ceasing, and the reflection 
of you, whortc fate 1 could never learn, notwith¬ 
standing all my enquiries, by means of my friends 
in France, wiio, after tlie most strict examination, 
could give me no other account, tlian that you 
went abroad six years ago, and was never after 
heard of. I could not rest satisfied with this im¬ 
perfect irifornmtion, and though my hope of finding , 


jyou was hut languid, resolved to go in quest of you 
m person; for which purpose, I liave remitted to 
Holland the value of twenty thousand pounds, and 
am in possession of fifteen thousand more, with 
which I intended to embark myself on hoard of 
Captain Bowling, before T discovered this amazing 
stroke of IVovidenee, which you may he sure has 

)t altered my intention.” 

My father lia^ ing entertained us with this agree¬ 
able sk<‘tch of his life, withdrew, in order to relieve 
Don Antonio, who, in his absence, had done the 
honours of his house; and I w'as just dressed for 
my appearance among the guests, whea Strap 
arrived from the ship. 

lie no sooner entered the grand apartment in 
w'hich T was, and saw the magnificeiiee of my ap- 
l>arel, than his siieceh was lost in amazement, and 
he gajied in silence at the objects that surrounded 
him. I took him by the hand, observed that 1 had 
sent for him to he a w'itness and sharer of my hap- 
])im‘ss, and told him I had found a father. At these 
words he started, and after having continued some 
minutes with his mouth and eyes wide open, cried, 
“Aha!—odd, 1 know what! go thy ways, jioor 
Narcissa, and go thy ways, somebody else—well— 
Lord, what a tiling is love !—Clod help us! are all 
our mad pranks and protestations come to this ? 
and ha^e you fixed your habitation in this distant 
land? God prosper youi—I find >vc must part at 
last—for I would not leave my poor carcass so far 
from my native home for all the wealth in the 
universe 1” ^Vith these ejaculations, he began to 
sob and make wTy faces; upon which I assured 
him of his mistake, both in regard to Narcissa, and 
my staying at Faragnny, and inibrmed him, as 
briefly as 1 could, of the great event which had 
happened. Never was rapture more Itidieronsly 
expressed, than in the behaviour of this woHhy 
creature, who eri(‘d, laughed, whistled, sung, and 
danced all In a breath. His transport was scarce 
over, when my father onten^d, who no sooner 
undcTstood that this was Strap, than he took him 
by the hand, saying, “ Is this the honest man, who 
befriended you so mneli in your distress? you are 
w'elcome to my' house, and i will soon put it in the 
power of my son to reward you for your good 
offices in Ins helielf; in the mean time, go with us, 
and partake of the r(‘past that is provided.” Straj), 
w'ild as he w'as with joy, would liy no means accept 
of the proferred honour, cry ing, “ God forbid!— 

I know my distance---your worship shall excuse 
me.” And 1)oti Rodrigo finding his modesty in¬ 
vincible, recoinmeiided iiim to his major domo, to 
he treated with the utmost r<*speet; w bile he 
carried me into a large saloon, where I w'tis pre¬ 
sented to a numerous cornpaiiy, who loaded me 
w’ith eoinpiiments and can'ss(‘s, and congratulated 
my father in tenns not proper for me to repeat, 

^Vitllout specifying the particulars of our enter¬ 
tainment, let it suffice to say, it w'as at the same time 
jlegarit and sumptuous, and the rejoicings lasted two 
days. After which, Don Rodrigo settled his affairs, 
converted his effects into silver and gold, visited 
and took leave of all his friends, who were grieved 
It his departure, and honoured me with consider- 
ible presents ; and coming on hoard of my uncle’s 
dnp, W’ith tlH‘ first favourable wind we sailed from 
Jie Rio de la Plata, and in two months came safe 
to an anchor in the harbour of Kingston, in tb« 
Island of Jamaica. 
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ClIAPTEE LXVn. 

1 visit my old Friend Thomson—We set sail for Europe— 
Meet with an otUl Adventure—Arrive in Kngland—I ride 
across the Country from Portsmouth to Sussex—Conveisc 
with Mis. Sagely, who informs me of Narcissa’s being in 
London—In Consequence of this intelligence, 1 jirocced 
to Cauterlmry—Meet with my old Friend Morgan—Arrive 
at London—Visit Narcihia—Introduce my Fatlier to her— 
lie i.s charmed with her good Sense and Beauty—We come 
to a Determination of demanding lier Brother’s Consent 
to our Marriage. 

T iNtiUiBKi), as soon as I got aslioro, about iny 
generous companion, Mr. Thomson; and hearing 
that he livetl in a flourishing condition ujion the 
estate left him by his wile’s fatlicr, who had been 
dead some years, 1 took horse immediately, with 
the consent of Don Kodrigo, who had heard me 
mention him with great regard, and in a few liours 
reached the place of his habitation. 

I should much wrong the delicacy of Mr. Thom¬ 
son’s sentiments, to say barely he M'as glad to see 
me. lie felt all tliat the most sensible and dis¬ 
interested friemlsliip could feel on this oecasion ; 
iiitrodueed me to hIK^vife, a vi'ry amiable young 
ladv, who had already Ide.ssed Inm with two flue 
children ; and being as yet ignorant of my cireum- 
stances, frankly otVered me the assistance of his 
purse and interest. I ihankeil liim for his generous 
inteJition, and made him ae<iu.uiitcd with my situa¬ 
tion, on wliieh he eongratnlated me nitn great joj, 
and after I had staid with him a whole day and 
night, accompanied me hack to Kingston, lo•^^ait 
upon my father, whom he invited to Ins house. 
Don Kodrigo eomiilied with his reipiest, and, having 
been handsomely entertained during the space of a 
week, returned extremel;, well satisfied with the 
heha\iour of my friend and his lads, to whom, at 
jiarting, he presented a sers salnahh* diamond nng, 
as a token of his esteem. I Jnring the coui^e of ms 
conversation with Mr. Thomson, lie gave me to 
understand, that his and my old eominauder, ('ap- 
tain Oakum, was dead some months; and that, im- 
rnediatels after his dealli, a discovery Iiad been made 
of some valuable cilects that he had feloniously 
secreted out of a pri/.e, by the assistanci‘ of Doctor 
JVIackshane, who was now aetuall\ in prison on that 
account, and being destitute of friends, subsisted 
solely on the chaiit} of my friend, whose bounty 
he had implored in the most abject manner, after 
having been the barbarous occasion of driving him 
to that terrible extremity on board of the Thunder, 
wliieh we lm^e tormerly related. AVliatsoever this 
wretch might have been guilty of, 1 applauded Mr, 
Thoiuhoii’s generosity towards him in his distress, 
which wrought so much upon me also, that I sent 
liim ten pistoles, in such a private manner, that he 
<'ould never know his hemdaetor. 

While my lather and I were caressed among the 
gentlemen on shore, (.'ajitain Bowling had wTitten 
to liis owners, by the packet, which sailed a few 
days after our arrival, signifying hi.s prosperous 
Miy.ige hitherto, and desiring them to insure his 
ship and cargo homeward-hound; after which pre¬ 
caution, he ajiplied himself so heartily to tlie task 
of loading his shii), that, w’ith the assistance of Mr. 
Thomson, she was full in less than six weeks. This 
kind gentleman likewise procured ftn* Don Kodrigo 
hills upon London for the greatest part of Ids gold 
and silver, by w’hieh means it was secured against 
the risk of the seas and the enemy ; and, before we 
sailed, supplied us with such large <pumtities of all 


kinds of stock, that not only wc, hut the ship’s 
company, fared sumptuou.dy during the yoyage. 

Every thing being ready, we took onr leave of 
our kind entertainers, and, going on board at Port 
Royal, set sail for England on the first day of June. 
We beat up to w’indward, with fine easy weather; 
and one night, believing ourselves near Cape Tibe- 
roon, lay to, with an intention to wood and water 
next morning in the bay. While we remained iu 
this situation, a sailor, having drank more new rum 
than he could carry, staggered overboard, and not- 
w’ilhstanding all the means that could be used to 
jircserve him, went to the bottom and disappeared. 
About two liours after this melancholy accident 
hajipeneil, as 1 enjoyed the cool air on the quarter 
deck, 1 heard a ^oice rising, as it were, out of the 
sea, ami calling, “llo, the ship, ahoy!” Upon which 
one of tli(‘ men upon the forecastle, cried, “I’ll be 
(i—ned, if that an’t Jack Marlinspike, who went 
overboard 1” Not a little surprised at this event, I 
jumped into the boat that lay along-sido, wdth the 
K«.'cond mate and four men, and, rowing towards the 
place from whence the voice (which rejicated the 
hail) sei'Tucd to proceed, w’c perceived something 
floating upon the water; when wc had rowed a 
little farther, we discerned it to bo a man riding 
ujion a hencoop, who, seeing us approach, jiro- 
lumnced with a hoarse voice. “D—ii your bloods! 
w’hy <lid you not answer when I hailed?” Our 
mate, who was a veritable seaman, hearing this 
.salute, said, “ By O—, my lad.s, this is none of our 
man. 'I'liis is the dt*vil—pull awav for the shiii.’^ 
The fellows obeyed his command, without question, 
and were already some fathoms on our return, when 
I insist(*d on their taking up the poor creature, and 
luvMiiied njion them fo go hack to the wreck; 
which when we eainc near the second time, and 
signified our intention, we received an an.swerof, 
•* A\ast, avast,—what ship, brother?” Being satis¬ 
fied in this particular, he cried, “D—n the sliij), 1 
was ill hojies it had been my own—where arc joii 
bound?” Wes Uisficdliis curiosity in this particular 
too; upon which he suffered himself to he taken 
on board, and, after having been comforted with a 
dram, told us, he belonged to the Vesuvio man-of- 
war, upon a cruise off the Island of Hispaniola ; he 
had fallen overboard about four and twenty hours 
ago, and the ship being under sail, the} did not 
choose to bring to, hut to.ssed a hencoop overboard 
for his convenience, upon w hicli he w as in good 
hopes of reaching the ('ape next morning; liow- 
somever, he was as well content to he a-hoard cf 
us, because he did not doubt that we should meet 
his ship; and, if he had gone ashore in the hay. ho 
might have been taken iirisoner by tlie French. 
My uncle and father were very much diverted with 
tli<‘ account of this fellow’s uneoiicerned behaviour; 
and, in two days, meeting with the Vesuvio, as he 
expected, sent him ou hoard of her, according to 
his desire. 

Having heat up snceessfully the Windward Pas¬ 
sage, we stretched to the northward, and falling iu 
witli a westerly wind, in eight weeks arrived in 
soundings, and in two days after made the Lizard. 
If is iinjiossible to express the joy I felt at the 
sight of English ground ! Don Kodrigo was not 
unmoved, and Strap shed tears of gladness. Th< 
sailors jirofited by our satisfaction; the shoe that 
was nailed to the mast being quite filled with om 
liberality. My uiiclc resolved to run up into tht 
Downs at once; hut the wind shifting when w< 
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■were abreast of the Isle of Wight, he "was obliged sen'ants, but abused one another in the grossest 
to turn into St. Helen’s, and come to Spithead, ta teniis. 

the great mortification of the crew, thirty of whom This good old gentlewoman, to give me a con- 
were immediuteiy pressed on boai’d of a raan-of- vincingproofol my dear Nareissa.s unalterable love, 
^ar. gratified me with a sight of the last letter she had 

My father and I went ashore immediately at favourtnl her with, hi which 1 was mentioned with 
Portsmouth, leaving Strap with the captain to go so much honour, tenderness, and concern, that my 
round with the ship and take care of our efi’ects; soul was fired with impatience, and 1 determined to 
and 1 discovered so much impatience to see my ride all night, that 1 might have it the sooner in niy 
charming Narcissa, that my father jiermitted me to power to make lier happy. Mrs. Sagely perceiving 
ride across the country to her brother’s house; my eagerness, and her maternal atfection being 
while he should hire a })ost chaise for London, equally divided betw'ecn Narcissa and me, begged 
where he would wait for me at a place to which 1 leave to remind me of the sentiments •with which I 
directed him. went abroad, that would not permit me for any 

Pired with all the eagerness of passion, I took selfish gratification to prejudice the fortune of that 
post that very night, and in the morning reached amiable ycmiig lady, who must entirely depend upon 
an inn, about three miles from the squire’s halhta- me, after having bestowed herself in marriage. I 
tlon; here 1 remained till next morning, allaying thanked her for her kind concern, and as briefly as 
the torture of my impatience with the rapturous possible described my flourishing situation, which 
hope of seeing that divine creature, after an absence afforded this humane person infinite wonder and 
of eighteen months, which, far from impairing, had satisfaction. 1 told her, that now 1 had an opportunity 
raised my love to the most exalted ])itch! Neither to manifest iny gratitude for the obligations 1 owed, 
were my reflections free from ajjprehensions, that I would endeavour to make her old age comfortable 
sometimes intervened in sriite of all my hope, and and easy 5 as a step to which, I proposed she sbouid 
represented her as having yielded to the inipor- come and live with Narcissa ajid me. This venerable 
tunity of her brother, and blessed the arms of an gentlewoman was so much afleeted with my words, 
happy rival. My thoughts were even maddened that the tears ran dowm her ancient cheeks •, she 
with the fear of her death; and when I arrived in thanked Heaven that 1 had not belied tlu* presages 
the dark at thediouse of Mrs. Sagely, I had not for she had made, on her first acquaintance with me ; 
some time courage to desire udmitlanee, lest iny acknowdedging my generosity, as she called it, in 
soul should be shocked wdth dismal tidings. At the most elegant and pathetic exjuTssions; but 
length, however, I knocked, and no sooner certified declined my jn^oposal, on account of her attaebment 
the good gentlewoman of my voice, than riic opened to the dear melancholy cottage where bhe had 
the door and received me with a most affectionate so peacefully consumed her solitary widowhood, 
embrace, that brought tears into her aged e}es. Finding her immovable on this subject, 1 insisted 
“Tor Heaven’s sake! dear mother,” erie<l I, “tell on her acc<-pting a present of thirty guineas, and 
me, how is Nareis.sa? is she the sain<' that J left took my leave, re.solving to aeoomniodate lu‘r with 
her?” She blessed my ears with saving, “She is the rame sum aunuull}, for the more comfortable 
as beautiful, in as good liealtb, and as mueli yours r.up];ort <d’ tl*'- infirmities of old age. 
a.s ever.” Transjxu’ted at this assurance, T begged Having rode all night, 1 found myself at (kinter- 
to know if T could not see her that very night; burj in the morning, wliere T alighted to jiroeure 
when this sage matnm gave inc to understand that fre.sh horses; and,as 1 walked into the inn, i>ereeived 
my mistress was in London, and tliat things were an a])otbeeary’s sliop on the other side of the street, 
strangely altered in the stpiire'ij bouse since my de- w'itii the name of .Morgan over tlu* door. Alamied 
parture; that he bad been married a whole year to at tins <liset)Yerv, I could not belji thinking that my 
Melinda, who at first found means to wean his at- old messmate had settled in this place; and, upon 
tentioii so much from Narcissa, that he became inquiry, found my conjecture true, and that be was 
quite careless of that lovely si.ster, comforting him- married lately to a w idovv in that city, by whom he 
self with the clau.se in his father’s wdll, by which had got three thousand ])oumls. Rejoiced at this 
she should forfeit her fortune by marrying without intelligence, I went to Ins .slioj) a.s soon as it was 
his consent; tliatmy mistress, being hut indifferently o])eTj, and found my friend behind tin* counter, bu.sy 
treated by her sister-in-law, liad made use of lier in j)reparirig a glyster. 1 saluted him at entrance, 
freedom some months ago, and gone to town, where with “Your servant, Mr. Morgan.” Upon wliich 
she was lodged with Miss Williams, in expeetutlori he looked at me, and replying, “ Y’our most humble 
of my arrival; and had been pestered with the servant, goot sir!” rnlihed liis ingredients in tlie 
addresses of Lord Quiverwit, who, finding her heart mortar, without any emotion; “What!” said 1, 
engaged, had fallen upon a great many shifte to “ Alorgan, have you forgot your old messmate?” 
persuade her that 1 was dead; hut finding all his At these wor<ls, he looked up again, and starting, 
artifices unsuccessful, and despairing of gaining her cried, “ A.s Got is my—sure it cannot—yes, by my 
affection, he had consoled himself for her indif- sajfation.lpelieveitismy dear friend Mr. Kantom.” 
ference, by marrying another ladj some weeks ago, He was no sooner convinced of my identity, tlian 
who had already left him on account of some family he threw down the pestle, overset tlie mortar, and 
uneasiness. Besides this interesting information, jumping over the hoard, swept up the contents with 
she told me, that there wa.s not a great deal of liar- his clotlies, flew about my neck, hugged me affee- 
mony between Melinda and the squire, wlm was so tionately, and daubed me all over with turpentine 
much disgusted at the number of gallants who and the yolks of eggs, which he had been mixing 
continued to hover about her even after marriage, wlien I came in. Our mutual congratulations 
that he had hurried her down into the country, being over, lie told me, that he found himself a 
much against her own inclination, wliorc their widower upon his return from the West Indies; 
mutual animosities had risen to such a height, tliat he had got inU*rest to he appointed surgeon of a 
that they preserved no decency before company or man-of-war, in wliich capacity he had served some 
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jrearS) until he married an apothecary’s widow, with 
whom he now enjoyed a pretty good sum of money, 
peace and quiet, and an indifferent good trade. He 
was very desirous of hearing my adventures, which 
I assured him 1 liad not time to relate, hut told him 
in general, my circumstances were very good, and 
that I hoped to see him when I should not be in 
such a hurry as at present. He insisted, however, 
i on my staying breakfast, and introduced me to his 
‘‘wife, who seemed to be a decent sensible woman, 
pretty well stricken in years. In the course of our 
conversation, he showed the sleeve buttons 1 had 
exchanged with him at our parting in the West 
Jiidic-S ttud was not a little proud to sec that I had 
preserved his with the same care. When T informed 
him of Mackshane’s condition, ho scem<*d at first 
to exult over his distress; but, after a littic re¬ 
collection, said, “ Well, he has paid for his malice, 
J forgife him, and may Got forgilb him likewise.” 
lie expressed great concern for the soul of Caj)tain 
Oakum, which he believed was now gnashing its 
; but it was sonic time before 1 eouid convince 
him of Tliomson’s being alive, at whose good 
fortune, nevertheless, be was extremely glad. 

Having renewed our protestations of fi’iend‘:bi{\ I 
bade the honest Welshman and his sp(e.ise farewell, 
and taking post horses, arrived at London that same 
niglit, where I found my father in good health, to 
whom 1 imparted what I had learned of Narcissa. 
Tins indulgent parent a])])reved of my iutenlioii of 
marrying her, even without a fortum*, provided her 
brother’s consent eouid not be obtained; promised 
to make over to me in a few days a sufficiency to 
maintain her in a fashionable manner, and ex¬ 
pressed a desire of seeingthis amiable ereatUiV, who 
iiad captivated me .soimieli. As J had nol slept the 
night before, and was besides fatif’msi with my 
journey, I found myself under a nece‘sity of taking 
some lepose, ami went to bed aoeordingly; next 
morning about ten o’clock, took a chair, and ac¬ 
cording to ]\Irs. Sagely’s directions, went to my 
chaniKT’s lodgings, and inquired for jMiss William.s. 

1 had not wailed in the parlour longer than a 
minute, w'hen this young woman (Mitered, and no 
sooner perceiv('d me, than she slirioked ami ran 
backward; but T got between l.er and the door, 

I and clasping Iut in niy arms, brought licr to herself 
with an embrace. “ Good Heaven,” cried she, 
“ Mr. liamlom, is it you indeed? my mistress will 
run distraeled wilh joy.” ! told her, it was from 
an apprehension that my sudden appearance might 
have some bad efiect on inv dear Nareissa, that T 
Jhad dc'iired to see lier first, in order to concert some 
jmethod of aci|uainting her mistress gi’adually with 
liny arrival. She approved of my cmidiict, and, 
aff(M* having yielded to tlie suggestions of lier own 
friendship, in asking if my voyage had beensuecess- 
ful, charged herself with that office, and left me 
ghiwing with desire of seeing and embracing the 
object of my love. In a very little time I heard 
boinehody eome down stairs in haste, and the voice 
of niy angel pronounce, with an eager tone, “ O 
Ucaveu! is it possible 1 where is he ?^’ How were 
niy faculties ai’oused at this well-known souiuU 
and how was my houl transjjorted, when she broke 
in upon my view, in all the bloom of ripimed beauty! 
Grace wax mail her steps, heaven mher ipc, in every 
gesture diyiuiy and love !—Yon whose souls are 
susceptible of the most delicate impressions, whose 
tender bosoms have felt the alfee.ting vicissitudes of 
love, who have suffered an absence of eighteen 


long months from tlie dear object of your hope, and 
found at your return the melting fair, as kind and 
as constant as your heart could wish, do me justice 
on tliis occasion, and conceive what unutterable 
rapture possessed us both, while we flew into each 
other’s arms! This was no time for speech,— 
locked in a mutual embrace, we continued some 
minutes in a silent trance of joy!—When I thus 
encircled all that my soul held dear, while I hung 
over her beauties,—beheld lier e^’es sparkle, and 
every feature flush with virtuous fondness; when I 
saw her enchanting bosom heave with undissemhled 
rapture, and knew myself the happy cause— 
Heavens! what was my situation! I am tempted 
to commit my paper to the flames, and to renounce 
my ])eTi for ever, because its most ardent and lucky 
expression so poorly describes the emotions of my 
soul. ‘‘ G adorable Nareissa,” cried 1; ** O miracle 
of beauty, love, and truth ! I at last fold thee in my 
anus! 1 at last can call thee mine! No jealous 
broth'';* shall thwart our happiness again ; fortune 
hath at length recompensed me for all my sufferings, 
and enabled me to do justice to my love.” The dear 
creature smiled ineffably charming, and with a look 
of h(?witching tenderness, said, “And shall we 
never part again?” “Never,” I replied, “thou 
wondrous pattern of all earthly perfection! never, 
until death shall divide us t by this ambrosial kiss, 
a thousand times more fragrant than the breeze 
that sweeps tlie onmgc grove, I never more will 
leave thee 1” 

As my first transport abated, my passion grow 
turbulent and unruly. I was giddy vith standing 
on the brink of bliss, and all my virtue and phi¬ 
losophy were scarce sufficient to restrain the inor- 
dinaoj sallies of desire. Nareissa p(^rooived the 
conflict within trie, and, with her usual dignity of 
prudence, culled off' iny imagination from tlie obj<'ct 
in view, and w ith eager expressions of interested 
curiosity, de.sired to know the particulars of my 
V(»y:jg(.>. In tins 1 gratified her ir,clination, bring¬ 
ing my story do^\n to the present hour. was 
iiifiniudy surprised at the circumstance of my find¬ 
ing my father, which brought tears into her lovely 
ejes. She was transported at heariug that he ap¬ 
proved my flame, discovered a longing desire of 
being introduced to him, congratulated herself and 
me upon my good fortune, and observed tliat this 
great and uiiexpi'cted stroke of fate seemed to have 
been brought alioul by the immediate direction of 
}*rovi(lence. Having entertained ourseUes some 
hours with the genuine effusions of our souls, I 
obtained her consent to complete my happiness as 
soon as my father should judge it projuT, and 
applying with iny own hands a valuable necklace, 
composed of diamonds and amethysts set alter¬ 
nately, which an old Spanish lady at Paraguay had 
presented me with, I took my leave, promising to 
return in the afternoon with i)on Jhxlngo. When 
1 went home, this generous parent iiujuired very 
affectionately about the health of my dear Nareissa, 
to w'hom that I might be the more agreeable, he 
j)ut into my hand a deed, by which 1 found inys<df 
in possession of fifteen thousand pounds, exclusive 
of the profits of my own merchandise, which 
amounted to three thousand more. After dinner I 
accompanied him to the lodging of my mistress, 
who, being dressed for tlie occasion, made a most 
dazzling appearance. 1 could perceive him struck 
with lier figure, which 1 really think was the most 
beautiful tliat over was created under the sun. He 
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embraced her tenderly, and told her be was proud 
of having a son who had a spirit to attempt, and 
qualifications to engage the auctions of such a fine 
lady. She blushed at this conipliinent, and with 
eyes full of the softest languishnieut turned upon 
me, said, she should have been unw'orthy of Mr. 
Random’s attention, liad she been blind to his extra¬ 
ordinary merit. I made no other answer than a 
low bow. My father, sighing, ]>ron<>unced, “ Such 
once was my (Charlotte I” while the tear rushed into 
his eye, and the tender heart of Narcissa inanifestt'd 
itself in two preeious drops of sympathy, which, 
but for his }>resciice, I would have kissed away. 
Witbout repeating the particulars of our conversa¬ 
tion, I shall only observe, that Don llodrigo was as 
much charmed witlx h(;r good sense as with her 
appearance; and she was no less pleased with his 
understanding and polite address. It was deter¬ 
mined that lie should wTite to the squire, signify ing 
Ids approbation of my passion for his sister, and 
offering a settlement which he should have no 
reason to reject; and that, if he should refuse the 
))roposal, we would crown our mutual wishes with¬ 
out any fartlier regard to Ids will. 

CTIAPTKK LXVIII. 

My Father makes a Present to Narcissa—The Loiter is tie* 
spatehed to her Prnlhfi—I appear amouf? my Acquaint¬ 
ance—banter's behaviour—The K<iulre i ctusch his Consent 
—My Uncle comes to Town—Approves of rny Clioice—1 
am Married—We meet the Stpiire ami Ins Lady at tliu Play 
—Our Acquamtance is courted. 

After having spent the evening 1o the satisfaction 
of all jiresent, my father addressed himself thus to 
Nareissa, “IVlutlam, give me leave to consider you 
hereafter as my daughter, in wdiieh capacity I in¬ 
sist upon your accepting this first instance of my 
paternal duty and afieetion,” ^Vi^h tlie.se words he 
put into her lumd a bank note of OOU/., which she 
no sooner cxaniiiu'd, than, with a low curtsey, she 
replied, “Dear sir, lliough T have not the least 
occasion for this supply. I have too great a venera¬ 
tion for yon to refuse tins proof of your generosity 
and esteem, whieli 1 tlie more freely receive, he- 
cause I already look upon J\lr. Raiuioni s interest 
as inseparably connected with mine.” He was 
extremely well ph‘ased witli her frank and ingenu¬ 
ous rejily; ujion which we saluted, and wished her 
good night The lettxu’, at my retiuest, wa.s de- 
sjiatched to Sussex hy an express, and in the mean¬ 
time, Don Kodrigo, to grace my nuptials, hir(‘d a 
ready furnished liouse, and set up a very Jioridsoine 
cquijiage. 

T’hough I passed tlie greatest part of the day 
with the darling of my soul, I found leisure some¬ 
times to he among my former ae<juaiutance, who 
were astonished at the magiiifieeiice of niy appear¬ 
ance. Hunter, in particular, was confounded at tlie 
Strange vicissitudes of my fortune, tlie causes of 
which In* endeavoured in vain to discover, until I 
thought fit to disclose tlie whole secret of my last 
voyage, partly in eoasideration of our former inti¬ 
macy, and partly toprevent unfavourableeonjectuivs 
which he and others, in all jirohability, would have 
made in regard to my circumstances. He professed 
great satisfaction at tliis jiieee of iiew's, and I had 
no cause to believe liim insincere, when I con¬ 
sidered that he would now look ujion himself as 
acquitted of the debt he owed me, and at the same 
time flatter himself with hopes of borrowing more. 


I carried him home to dinner with me, and my 
father liked his conversation so much, that, upon 
liearing his difficulties, he desired me to accommo¬ 
date him for the present, and inquire if he would 
accept of a commission in the army, towards the 
purchase of which he would willingly lend him 
money. Accordingly, I gave my friend an opjior- 
tunity of being alone with me, when, as I expected, 
he told me that he was just on the point of being 
reconciled to an old ricli uncle, whose heir he was, 
hut wanted a few pieces for immediate expense, 
which he desired I would lend him, and take his 
bond for the whole. His demand was limited to ten 
guineas; and when T put twenty into his hand, he 
stared at me for some moments; then putting it into 
his purse,said, “Ay, 'tis all one,—you shall have the 
whole in a very short time.” When I had taken liis 
note, to save the expense of a bond, I expressed 
some surprise that a fellow of Jiis spirit should loiter 
aw'iiy Ills time in idleness, and asked why he did 
not ehoo.se to make his ibrtune in the army ? 
“ ^^'hat!” .said he, “ throw away my money upon a 
subaltern's commission, to be under the command 
of a parcel of scoundrels, wlio have raised them¬ 
selves above me hy the most infamous ])ractiees! 
No, I Jove ind(*pendeney too well to sacrifice my 
life, health, and pleasure, for such a pitiful con¬ 
sideration.” Finding him averse to this way of 
life, I cliaugod the subject, and returned to Don 
Kodrigo, wlio had just received the following 
opi.stIe from the squire. 

“ Si»,—ronccimufj *1 letter which 1 rwceivecl, nubscrlked 
b lt»udoni, tins IS tii(‘ answer. As for v>u* 1 know notinti^' 
(»r you. Your son. or prctiMidcd son, I hdvo soen;—if he 
innrnch niy sister, at his pun! he it, ! do tkolau*. ihat he 
.sluill not have one larlhtn^; of lirr lurtnne, ^^huh hecoines 
my property, if she takes a hufibam! without my consent. 
Vonr settlement, I do belu've, is all a sbum, and yonrseli no 
bettor than \<iu should bo, but if you had all the weallli <»f 
tlie Indies, your son sh<Ul never match in our family, with 
the consent of “Ohsokt 'J'opeha i.i..” 

I\ly father was not much Biirprisi‘d at this polite 
letter, after having licard the character of the 
author; and as ftir me, I was cvtui }»lcased at liis 
refusal, because I now had an opjiortunity of show¬ 
ing my disinteresti'd love. Hy his permission 1 
waited on my charmer; and, having imparted the 
contents of her brother's letter, at which she wept 
bitterly, in S])ite of all my consolation and eare.sses, 
the time of our marriage wsls fixed at the distance 
of two days. Duriiigthis interval, in whicli my 
soul was wound up to the last stretch of rapturous 
expectation, Nareissa endeavoured to reconcile some 
of Jier relations in town to lier marriage with me; 
but, finding them all deaf to her renionstrances, 
either out of envy or prejudice, slie told me with 
the most enchanting sw'cetnoss, whih^ the tears be¬ 
dewed lier lovely cheeks, “Sure the world will no 
longer (|iiestion your generosity, wlieu you take a 
poor forlorn beggar to your arms.” Aftected witli 
her sorrow, I jiressed the fair mourner to my 
breast, and swore that slie was more dear and wel¬ 
come on that account, because she had sacrificed 
her friends and fortune to lier love for me. JMy 
uncle, Jbr whose cliaracter she luid a great venera¬ 
tion, being by this time come to town, I introduced 
liim to my bride; and although he was not very 
inueh subject to refined sensations, lie was struck 
dumb witli admiration at her beauty. After having 
kissed and gazed at her for some time, he turned to 
me, saying, “ Odds bobs, Rory I here’s a notable 
[irize, iiuli c<l, finely built and gloriously rigged^ 
i'faith I if slie an’t w ell manned when you have the 
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command of Ker, sirrah, you desem^e to to sea 
in a cockle shell. No ofence, 1 liopc, niece; you 
must not mind -whut I say, beinj?, as the saying is, 
a ])lain seafaring man ; thof, mayhap, 1 have as 
much reganl for you as anotlier.” She received 
him with great civility, told him she had longed a 
groat while to see a person to whom she was so 
much indebted for his generosity to Mr.Random; 
that she looked upon him as her uncle, by which 
name she begged h*ave to call him for the future ; 
and that she was very sure he could say nothing 
that would give her the least offence. The honest 
captain was transported at her courteous behaviour, 
and insisted u])on giving her away at the ceremony, 
swearing that he loved her as well us if she was his 
own child, and that he would give two thousand 
guineas to the first fruit of our love, us soon as it 
could s(jueak. Everything being prepared for the 
solemnization of onr nuptials, which wore to be 
pertbnncd privately at my father’s house, the 
auspicious hour arrived, when Don Rodrigo and my 
uiieie went in the coach to fetch the bride and Miss 
Williams; leaving me with a parson, Ranter, and 
Strap, neither of whom ha<l as yet seen my charm¬ 
ing mistress. My faithful valet, who was on the 
rack of impatience to behold a latly of whom ho 
had heard so much, no sooner understood that the 
roach was returni'd, than he jdaced himself at a 
window to have a }H*ep at her as she alighted ; and 
when he saw her, clapped his hands togetluu*, 
turn(“d up the wdiite of his eyes, and, with bis mouth 
wide op(*n, remained in a sort of <*estasy, which 
broke out into ** O Den (iviie! <jmhs m ICurotfC 
rijns^ ant pvr jmja C)/nthf\ c.rc/(rt Diana rfananr 
'I’he doctor and Ranter w'ore surprised to hear my 
man speak Latin ; but when my father led Nareissa 
into the room, the object of their admiration was 
soon changed, as ajipeared in the eountemmees of 
both. Indeed, thej' must have been the mo.st iu- 
Bcnslhle of all beings, could they have hehekl, 
W'itliout emotion, the divine creature that ap¬ 
proached ! She was dressed in a sack of white 
satin, embrouhTcd on the breast w-ith gold ; the 
crown of her head was covered with small French 
cap, from whence descended Iut beautiful hair in 
ringlets that w'uved u])oii her snowy neck, which 
dignified the necklace 1 had given her; her looks 
glowed wnth modesty and love; and her bosom, 
tlirough the veil of gauze that shaded it, atfordi^d a 
prospect of Elysium! I received this inestimable 
gift of Providence asbeeameine; and in a little time 
the clergyman did his oflici*, my uncle, at his own 
oarn{‘st request, acting the part of afather to my dear 
Narcissii, who trembled very much, and had scarce 
sjnrits sulKcient to support her under this groat 
change of situation. Soon as she was mine by the 
laws of heaven and earth, 1 printed a buniing kiss 
n])on her lips, my father embraced her tenderly, 
niy uncle hugged lier with great afiection, and I 
pre.seiited her to my friend Ranter, wdio saluted her 
in a very polite manner; Miss Williams hung 
round her neck, and wept ])leiitifully ; while Strap 
fell upon his knees, and begged to kiss his lady's 
hand, which she presented with great affability. J 
shall not pretend to describe my own feelings at 
this juncture; let it suffice to say, that, after having 
supped and entertained ourselves till ten o’clock, I 
caationed my Nareissa against exposing her health 
by sitting up too late, and she was prevailed upon 
to withdraw with her maid to an a]>artment destined 
for us. When she left the room, her face was 


overspread w’ith a blush that set all my blood in a 
.state of fermentjition, and made every pulse beat 
with tenfold vigour I She was so cruel as to let me 
remain in this condition a full half hour; when no 
longer able to r<‘strain my imiiatienee, I broke from 
the company, burst into her chamber, pushed out 
her confidant, locked the door, and found lier—() 
heaven and earth!—a feast, a thousand times more 
delicious than my most sanguine hope presaged!— 
Rut let me not profatie the chaste mysteries of 
Hymen. 1 was the happiest of men ! 

In the morning 1 was w'aked by three or four 
drums, which Ranter had placed under the win¬ 
dow; upon which 1 withdrew the curtain, and 
enjoyed the uns]K*akable satisfaction of contem- 
jilating those angelic chaniis, which were now in 
my possession! Jieauti/ which, whether sleeping or 
<twa/n\ shot forth peculiar graces! The light dart¬ 
ing upon my Nareissa’s eyes, she awoke also, and, 
recollecting her situation, hid lier blush(*s in my 
bosom. I was distracted with joy! 1 could not 
believe the evidence of my senses, and looked u])ou 
all that had liapjienod as the fictions of a dream I 
in the meantime my uncle knocked at the door, 
and hade me turn out, for 1 had had a long spell. 

1 rose accordingly, and sent "Miss Williams to her 
mistress, uiyself receiving the congratulalions of 
('aptain Rowling, who rallied me in his sea ]thrase 
with great sueress. hi less than an hour Don 
Rodrigo led my wife in to br(*akfa.st, vriiere she re- 
eeived the compliments of the eompany on her 
looks, which, they said, if jiossible, were imjiroved 
by matrimony. As her delicate ears were offended 
with none of those indecent ambiguities which are 
too often spoke on such occasions, she behaved 
with dignity, unaffected modesty, and ease; and, 
a.s a testimony of my afTeetiou and esteem, 1 pre¬ 
sented her, ill presenei* of them all, with u deed, by 
whicli I settled the whole fortune 1 was possessed 
of on lun* and her heirs for ever. She accepted it 
with a glance of most tender acknowledgment, 
observ<‘(i, that she could not bo surprised at any¬ 
thing of this kind I should do, and desir<.‘d my lather 
to take the trouble of keeping it, saying, “Next to 
my own Mr. Random, you are the person in whom 
I ought to have the greatest confidenec.” (’harmed 
with her prudent and ingenuous manner of pro¬ 
ceeding, he took the paper, and assured her that it 
should not lose its value while in his custody. 

As we had not many visits to give and receive, 
the little time we staid in town was S])ent in going 
to public diversions, where 1 have the ■\anu> to 
think Nareissa was seldom eclipsed. One night in 
particular, we hud sent our footmau to keep one of 
the stage boxes, which we no sooner orrteri'd, than 
we ])ereeived in the oppo.sitc box the .squire and his 
lady, who .seemed not a little surprised at seeing us. 

1 was pleased at this opportunity of confronting 
them; the more, becan.se Melinda was robbed of 
all her admirers by my wife, who hiqipcnod that 
night to outshine her sister both in beauty and 
dre.ss. She w’as piqued at Narcissa’s victory, tossed 
her head a thousand dlfi’erent ways, flirted her fan, 
looked at us with disdain, then whispered to her 
husband, and broke out into an affected giggle; 
hut all arts proved ineffectual, either to discompose 
Mrs. Random, or to conceal her own mortification, 
which at length forced her away long before the 
play wras done. The news of our marriage being 
.spread with many circumstances to our disadvan¬ 
tage, by the industry of this malignant creature, a 
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cortaiu wt of persons, fond of 8 candal, K'pim to 
inquire into the particulars of my fortune. \^hich 
they no sooner understood to he independent, than 
tho tab.es were turned, and oiiracqtnuntance courted 
as much as it had been despised ’oefore. Hut Nar- 
cissa had too much dignity of pride to enernrage 
this change of conduct, es|K.*oiidl in her rt'lations, 
whom she could never be prev led upon to see, 
after the malicious reports they bad raised to her 
prejudice. 

CHAPTER LXIX. 

My Father intends to revisit the Place of his Nativity—We 
promise to acrompanyhim—My Uncle renews hi* Will in 
my favour, dcterinminf? to go to Sea again—We set out for 
Bootlanri—Arrive at lidinburgh—Purchase our Paternal 
Estate—Proceed to it—Halt at tho Town where I was edu¬ 
cated—Take up my Pond to Crab—The Bcliaviour of 
Potion and ins tVitc, ami one of luy female Cousins—Our 
Reception at the Estate—Strap marries Miss Williams, and 
is settled by my Father to his own satisfaction—I am more 
and more Happy. 

Mv father intending to revisit his native country, 
and pay the tribute of a few tears at my mother’s 
grave, Narclssa and I resolved to accompany him 
in the execution of his pious office, and accordingly 
prepared for the journey; in which, however, my 
uncle would not engage, being resolved to try hi« 
fortune once more at sea. lu the meantime he re¬ 
newed his will in favour of my wdfe and me, and 
deposited it in the hands of his brother-in-law. 
While I, that 1 might not be wanting to iny ov/ii 
ititerost, summoned the stjuirc to produce his 
father's will at Doctor's Coniinoiip, and employed a 
proctor to manage the affair in my absence. 

Every thing being thus settled, wc look leave of 
all our friends in London, and set for Seotbnd, 
J)on Rodrigo, Narcissu, JMiss ‘Williams, and 1, in 
Urn coach, and Strap with two men in livery on 
h{)rsebaok. As we made easy stag(‘s, r.iy ehurnier 
held it out very well till W'C arrived at Edinburgh, 
where we jiroposod to rest ourselves some weeks. 

Here Don Rodrig,.) having intelligence that the 
fox-hunter Iiad spent his estate, which was to be 
exposed to sale by public auction, he determined 
to make a purchase of the spot where he was born, 
and actually bought all the land that belonged to 
his father. 

In a few days after this bargmn was made, we 
left Edinburgh, in order to go and tiike possession; 
and, by the way, halted one night in that town 
where 1 was educated. Upon inquiry, I found 
that Mr. Crab was dead; whereupon I sent for liis 
executor, paid the sum 1 owed, with interest, and 
took up my bond. Mr. Potion and his wdfe, hearing 
of our arrival, had the assurance to come to the 
inn where wc lodged, and send up their names, 
with a desire of being permitted to pay their re¬ 
spects to my father and me; but their sordid be- 
luivioiir towards me, w'hen 1 was an oriduin, had 
nuule too deep an impression on my mind, to be 
effaced by this mean mercenary piece of conde¬ 
scension. J therefore rejected their message with 
disdain, and bade ytrap tell them, that my father 
and 1 desired to have no communication wuth such 
low-minded wretches as they were. 

Th(‘y had not been gone half an hour, when a 
woman, without any ceremony, opened the door of 
the r(K)ni where we sat, and, making towards my 
fatlier, accosU‘d him with, “ Uncle, your servant— 


I am glad to see you.” This was no other than on« 
of my female eousina, moutioned in the first part of 
my memoirs, to whom I>m Rodrigo replied, “Pray, 
who arc you, madatn?” “OS” cried she, “my 
cousin Rory there knows me very well.—Don’t 
you remember me, Rory!” “Yes, madam,” said 
1; “ for my own port, 1 shall never forget you. Sir, 
this is one of the young ladies, who, as I formerly 
told you, treated me so humanely in my childhood!” 
When 1 pronounced these words, my father’s re¬ 
sentment glowed in his visage, and he ordered her 
to he gone, with such a commanding aspect, that 
she retired in a fright, muttering curses as she 
went down stairs. We afterwards learned that she 
was married to an ensign, who had already spent 
all her fortune; and that her bister had bore a child 
to her mother’s footman, who is now her husband, 
and keeps a petty ale-house in tho country. 

The fame of our flourishing condition having 
arrived at this place before us, wc got notice that 
the magistrates intended next day to compliment us 
with the freedoni of their town ; upon which my 
father, considering their eoinplaisanee in the right 
])oint of view, ordered the horses to the coach 
early in the morning. 

We proceeded to our estate, whieh lay about 
twenty miles from this place; and when we canio 
withiu half a league of the house, were met by a 
prodigious number of poor tenants, men, women, 
and children, who tefitilied their joy by loud accla- 
ination.s% and accompanied our coach to the gale. 
As there is no part of the worI<l in which the i>ea- 
sauts are more attaelied to their lords tlam in {•'Oot- 
land, we were almost devoured by their aiVeetion. 
My father had always been their favourite, and 
now that he ap]>eared their master, after having 
been thought dead so long, tlieir joy hn)ke out into 
a tliousand extravagances. \l’h(*!i we entered the 
court->ar(k v c were hurrounded by a vast number, 
who cron ded together so closely to see us, that se¬ 
veral were in danger of being squeezed to death ; 
those who were near Don Rodrigo fell upon their 
knesa, and kissed his hand, or tlie hem of his gar¬ 
ment, praying aloud lor long life and prosperity to 
him; others approached Narcissa and me in the 
same manner ; while the rest clapped their hands 
at a distance, and invoked lleuveu to shower its 
choicest blCvSbings on our heads! In short, the 
whole scene, though rude, was so affecting, that the 
gentle partner of iny hi-art wept over it, and my 
father himself could not refrain from dropping a 
tear. 

Having welcomed his daughter and me to his 
house, he ordered some bullocks to be killed, and 
some hogsheads of ale to be brought from the neigh¬ 
bouring village, to regale these honest people, who 
had not enjoyed such a holiday for many years 
before. 

Mext day we were visited by the gentlemen in 
the neighbourhood, most of them our relations, one 
of whom brought along witli him iny cousin the 
fox-lnniter, who had stayed at his house since he 
was obliged to leave his own. My father was gen¬ 
erous enough to receive him kindly, and even pro¬ 
mise to purchase for him a commission in the army, 
for which he expressed great thankfulness and joy. 

My charming Nareissa was universally admired 
and loved for her beauty, affability, and good sense; 
and so well pleased with the situation of the place, 
and the company round, that slie has not as yet dis¬ 
covered the least desire of changing her habitation. 
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We had not been many days settled, when I 
prevailed upon my father to pay a visit to the 
village where I had been at school. Here we were 
received by the principal inhabitants, who enter¬ 
tained us in the church, whore Mr. Syntax the 
schoolmaster, my tyrant being dead, pronounced a 
Latin oration in honour of our fannly. And none 
exerted themselves more than Strap’s father and 
relations, who looked upon the honest valet as the 
first gentleman of their race, and honoured his 
benefactors accordingly. Having received the 
homage of this place, we retired, leaving forty 
pounds for the benefit of the poor of the parish, 
and that very night, Strap being a little elevated 
with the regard that had been shown to him, 
and to me on his account, ventured to tell rao, 
that he had a sneaking kindness for Miss Williams, 
and that, if his lady and 1 would use our interest in 
his behalf, he did not doubt tliat she would listen 
to his addresses. Surprised at this proposal, I 
asked if he know the story of that unfortunate 
young gentlewouian. Upon which lie replied, 
“ Yes, yes, I know what you mean—she lias been 
unhappy, I grant you—but wliat of that? I am 
convinced of her reformation; or else you and my 
good lady would not treat her with such respect — 
As for the censure of the world, 1 value it not a 
fig's end—besides, the world knows nothing of the 
matter.” 1 eoiimiended his philosophy, and inter¬ 


ested Narcissa In his cause j who Interceded so ef¬ 
fectually, that, in a little time, Miss Williams 
yielded liei* consent, and they were married with 
the approbation of Don Rodrigo, who gave him 
five hundred pounds to stock a farm, and made him 
overseer of his estate. My generous bedfellow 
gave her maid the same sum ; so that they live in 
great peace and plenty wdthin half a mile of us, 
and daily put up prayers for our preservation. 

If there be such a thing as true happimns on 
earth 1 enjoy it. The impetuous transports of my 
passion are now settled and mellowed into endear¬ 
ing fondness and tran()uillity of love, rooted by 
that intimate connexion and interchange of hearts, 
w'hich nought but virtuous wedlock can produce.— 
Fortune seems determined to make ample amends 
lor her former cruelty; for my proctor writes, that, 
notw'itlistandiiig the clause in my father-in-law’s 
will, on which the squire founds his claim, I shall 
certainly recover my wife’s fortune, in consequence 
of a codicil annexed, wduch explains that clause, 
and limits her restriction to the age of nineteen, 
after which sht* was at her own disjiosal. I would 
have set out for London immediately after receiving 
tliis )nece of intelligence, but my dear angel has 
been qualmish of late, and begins to grow remark¬ 
ably round in the waist; so that 1 cannot leave her 
in such an interesting situation, wdiicli I hope will 
produce something to crown my felicity. 


THE 

ADVENTURES OF PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


ADVEUTISEMENT. 

At ienpth Peregrine Pickle makes his appearance in a new 
et^ithm, in spiic of all the ait and industry that weic uhcd to 
stifle him in the birth, hy certain booksellers ami others, who 
were at uncommon pains to misrepresent the work and ca¬ 
lumniate the author. 

The performance was decried as an immoral piece, and a 
scurrilous libel; the author was charged with having defamed 
the characters of particular persons, to whom he lay under 
considerable obligation; and some formidable critics de¬ 
clared, that the book wag void of humour, character, and 
eentiment. 

These charges, had they been supported by proof, would 
have certainly damned the writer and all his works; and 
even, unsupported as they were, had an unfavourable cflect 
with the public. But, luckily for him, his real character was 
not unknown; and some readers were determined to judge 
for themselves, rather than trust implicitly to the allegations 
of his cncniics. The book was found not altogether unworthy 
of their recommendation; a very large impretihion has been 
sold in England; another was bought up in a neighbouring 
kingdom; the work has been translated into the French 
language ; and the demand for the original lately inerensed 
in England. It was the author's duty, therefore, as well a« 
his interest, to oblige the public with this edition, winch he 
has endeavoured to render less unworthy of their acceptance, 
by retrenching the superfluities of the first, reforming its 
manners, and correcting its expression. Divers uninteresting 
incidents are wholly supiiresscd. Some humorous scenes 
he has endeavoured to licighten, and he flatters himself that 
he has expunged every adventure, phnaso, and insinuation, 
that could he construed by the moat delicate reader into a 
trespass upon the rules of decorum. 


Ho owns, with contrition, that, in one or two instances, he 
gave way loo much to the suggestions of personal resentment, 
and represented characters as they appeared to him at that 
time, through the exaggerating medium of prejudice. But 
he has in this impreshion endeavoured to make atonement 
for these extravagancies. Howsoever he may have erred in 
point of judgment or discretion, he defies the whole world to 
prove that he was ever guilty of one act of malice, ingrati¬ 
tude, or disliononr. 'J’his declaration he may be permitted 
to make, without incurring the imputation of vanity or pre¬ 
sumption, considering the numerous .shafts of envy, rancour, 
and revenge, that have lately, both in private and in public, 
been levelled at his reputation. 

Note. The lu'O Letters relating to the Memoirs of a Lady of 
Quality, inserted after Chap. LXX>L.,U)ere sent to Uie£dttor 
by a person of honour^ 

CHATTER L 

An Account of Mr. Gamaliel Pickle—The Dispn.sition of his 
Sister desetibed—lie yields to her Solicitations, and retires 
to the Country. 

In a certain county of England, bounded on one 
side by tlic sea, and at the distance of one hundred 
miles from tlie metropolis, lived Gamaliel I’ickle, 
Esq., the father of that hero wliose adventures we 
purpose to record. He was the son of a merchant 
in Loudon, who, like Home, from small beginnings, 
liod raised himself to tlie highest honours of the 
city, and acquired a plentiful fortune, though, to his 
infinite regret, he died before it amounted to a plum, 
conjuring his son, as he respected the last injunotion 
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of a parent, to imitate his industry, and adhere 
to his maxims, until he should have made up the 
deficiency, which was a sum considerably less than 
fifteen thousand pounds. 

This pathetic remonstrance had the desired effect 
upon his representative, who spared no pains to 
fulfil the request of the deceased, but exerted all the 
capacity with which nature had endowed him, in 
a series of efforts, which, however, did not succeed; 
for, ^ the time he had been fifteen years in trade, 
he found himself five tliousand pounds worse than 
he was when he first took possession of his father’s 
effects; a circumstance that affected him so nearly, 
fiH to detach his inclinations from business, and 
induce him to retire from the world, to some place 
where he might at leisure deplore his misfortunes, 
and, by frugality, secure himself from want, and the 
apprehensions of a jail, with which his imagination 
was incessantly haunted. He was often heard to 
express his fears of coming upon the parish, and to 
bless God, that, on account of his having been so 
long a housekeeper, he was entitled to that provision. 
In short, his talents were not naturally active, and 
there was a sort of inconsistency in his character ; 
for, with all the desire of amassing which any citizen 
could possibly entertain, he was encumbered by a 
certain indolence and sluggishness that prevailed 
over every interested consideration, and even 
hindered him from profiting by the singleness of 
apprehension, and moderation of aiqietiios, which 
have so frequently conduced to tlu‘ acquisition of 
immense fortunes, qualities which he possessed in 
a very remarkable degree. Nature, in all ]>ro- 
bability, had mixed little or nothing inflammalilein 
his composition; or whatever seeds of excess she 
might have sown within him, were efieetually 
stifled and destroyed by the austerity of his 
education. 

The sallies of his youth, far from being itiordimite 
or criminal, never (‘xceeded the bounds of that 
decent jollity, which an extraordinary pot, on 
extraordinary occasions, may be supposed to have 
produced in a club of sedate book-k(‘epers, whose 
imaginations were neither very w arm nor luxuriant. 
Little subject to refined simsalions, he was scar(*e 
ever disturbe<l with violent emotions of any kind. 
The passion of love never interrupted his tran¬ 
quillity; and if, as Mr. Creech says after Horace, 

** Not to udmirt* is all the art I know, 

To make mi’ll happy, ami to keep them so,” 

Mr. Picdtle was undoubtedly possessed of that in¬ 
valuable secret; at k*ast he was never known to 
betray the faintest syinjitoin of transport, except 
one evening at the club, wliere lie observed, with 
some demonstrations of vivacity, that he had dined 
upon a delicate loin of veal. 

Notwithstanding this appearance of phlegm, he 
could not help feeling his disappointments in trade; 
and, upon the fuiluro of a certain underwriter, by 
which he lost five hundred pounds, declared his 
design of relinquishing business, and retiring tothe 
country. In this resolution he was comforted and 
encouraged by his only sister Mrs. Grizzle, who 
had managed his family since the death of his 
father, and was now in the thirtieth year of her 
maidenhood, with a fortune of five thousand pounds, 
and a large stock of economy and devotion. 

These qualifications, one would think, might 
have been the means of abridging the tenii of her 
celibacy, as she never expressed any aversion to 
wedlock; but it seems she was too delicate in her 


choice to find a mate to her inclination in the city; 
for 1 cannot suppose that she remained so long 
unsolicited, though the charms of her person were 
not altogether enchanting, nor her manner over 
and above agreeable. Exclusive of the very wan 
(not to call It sallow) complexion, which perha])8 
was the effects of her virginity and mortification, 
she had a cast in her eyes that was not at all en¬ 
gaging, and such an extent of mouth, as no art or 
affectation could contract into any proportionable 
dimension. Then her piety was rather peevish 
than resigned, and did not in the least diminish a 
certain stateliness in her demeanour and conversa¬ 
tion, that delighted in communicating the import¬ 
ance and honour of her family, which, by the bye, 
was not to be traced two gmierations back, by all 
the power of heraldry or tradition. 

She seemed to have renounced all the ideas she 
had acquired before her father served the office of 
.sheriff'; and the era which regulated the dates of all 
her observations, was the mayoralty of Ikt papa. 
Nay, so solicitous was this good lady for the sup¬ 
port and ])ropagation of tlm family name, that, 
suppn*ssing every selfish motive, she actually pre¬ 
vailed uj)on her brother to combat with his own dis¬ 
position, and (‘ven surmount it .so far, as to declare 
a pa.s.sion for the person m- horn he afterwards w edded, 
as we shall see in the sequel. Indeed she was the 
spur that instigated him in all his extraordinary 
undiTtakings; and 1 question whether or not he 
would have been able to disengage himself from 
that course of life in which he ha<l so long lue- 
ehanieally moved, unless he had been roused and 
actuated b} her incessant exliortations. London, 
she oKseiwed, was a receptacle of luiijuity, wliere 
an honest unsuspecting man was every day in 
danger of fulling a saenfiee to craft; where iuno- 
eenee was exposed to continual temptations, and 
virtue eternally persecuted by malice and slander; 
where CNciy tiling w'as ruled by cajiriee and cor¬ 
ruption, and merit utterly discouraged and despised. 
This last imputation she pronounced with such 
emphasis and chagrin, as plainly denoted how far 
she considered herself as an example of what she 
advanced ; and really tlie charge was justified by 
llie constructions that were j)ut upon her retreat by 
her female friends, who, far from imputing it to the 
laudable motives that induced her, insinuated, iu 
sarcastic commendations, that she had good reason 
to be dissatisfied witli a place where she had been 
so long overlooked ; and that it was certainly her 
wisest course to make her last effort iu the country, 
where, in all probability, her talents would be less 
eclipM'd, and her fortune more attractive. 

l»e this as it will, her admonitions, though they 
were jiowerful enough to convince, would have 
been iiisuflicient to overcome the languor and uw 
inertias of her brother, had she not reinforced her 
arguments by calling in question the credit of two 
or three merchants, with whom he was embarked 
in trade. 

Alarmed at those hints of intelligence, he ex¬ 
erted himself effectually; he withdrew his money 
from trade, and laying it out in bank stock and 
India bonds, removed to a house in the country, 
which his father had built near the bca-side, for the 
convenience of carrying on a certain branch of 
traffic in which he had been deeply concerned. 

Here then Mr. Ifickle fixed his habitation for 
life, in the six-and-thirtieth year of his age; and 
though the pangs he felt at parting with his intimate 
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eompanions, and (quitting all his former connex¬ 
ions, were not quite so keen as to produce any 
dangerous disorder in his constitution, he did not 
fail to he extremely disconcerted at his first en¬ 
trance into a scone of life to which he was totally 
a stranger. Not but that he met with abundance 
of people in the country, who in consideration of 
his fortune, courted his acquiuntance, and breathed 
nothing but friendship and hospitality. Yet even 
the trouble of receiving and returning these civili¬ 
ties, was an intolerable fatigue to a man of his 
liabits and disposition. He therefore loft the care 
of the ceremonial to his sister, who indulged herself 
in all the pride of formality, while he himself, 
having made a discovery of a public-house in the 
neighbourhood, went thither every evening, and 
enjoyed his pipe and can; being very well satitied 
with tlic behaviour of the landlord, whose commu¬ 
nicative temper was a great comfort to his own 
taciturnity ; for he shunned all superfluity of speech, 
as much as he avoided any other unnecessary 
expense. 


CIIAPTEK II. 

lie made arqnaiiited vith the Characters of Commodore 
Trunnion anti liis Adherents, meets with them by acci- 
dcMit, and eontracls an intimacy with that Commander. 

Tins loquacious jtuhliuan soon gave him sketches 
of all the characters in the county, and, among 
others, described that of his next neighbour, Com¬ 
modore Trunnion, which was altogether singular 
and odd. “'fhe Ckunmodore and your worship,” 
uid he, “ will in a short time be hand and glove; 
has a power of money, and spends it like a 
—that is, in his own way—for, to be sure, lie 
Immoursome, as tin* saving is, and swears 
♦hough ril be sworn he means no more 
. sueKing babe. Lord help us! it will 

do 'r’s heart good to h<‘ar him teil a 

story, 'e lay alongside of the French, 

yanl-ur. \-arm, board and board, and of 

heaving gi nul stinkpots, and grapes, and 

round and t. -lieaded partridges, crow’s and 
carters—Laud uave inerey upon us I he has been 
a great warrior in his time, and lost an eye and a 
eel ill the service. I’hen lie does not live like any 
ther Christian land-man; but keeps garrison in 
Jus house, as if he were in the midst of bis enemies, 
and makes his servants turn out in the night, watch 
and watch, as he calls it, all the year round. 
His habitation is defended by a ditch, over which 
he has laid a draw-bridge, and planted his court¬ 
yard w ith patereroes coutinually loaded with shot, 
under the direction of one Mr. Hatchway, wdio liad 
one of his legs shot away, while he acted as lieu¬ 
tenant on board the commodore's ship; and now 
being on half pay, lives with him as his companion. 
The lieutenant is a very brave man, a great joker, 
and, as the saying is, hath got the length of his 
commander’s foot; though lie has another favourite 
in the house, called Tom Hipes, that was his boat¬ 
swain’s mute, and now kecjis the servants iu order. 
Tom is a man of few words, hut an excellent hand 
at a song concerning the boatswain’s whistle, hussle- 
cap, and chuck-farthing—there is not such another 
pipe in the county. ^ that the commodore lives 
very happy in bis own manner; thof he be 
, sometimes thrown into perilous passions and quan- 
^darles, by the application of his poor kinsmen, 


whom he can’t abide, because as hov some of them 
were the first occasion of his going to sea. Then 
he sweats with agony at the sight of an attom€}rj 
just for all the world, as some people have an anti¬ 
pathy to a cat; for it seems he was once at law for 
striking one of his officers, and cast in a swinging 
sum. lie is moreover exceedingly afflicted with 
goblins that disturb his rest, and keep such a 
racket in his house, that you would think, God 
bless us! all the devils in hell had broke loose 
upon him. It was no longer ago than last year 
about this time, that he was tormented the livelong 
night by two mischievous spirits that got into Ins 
chamber, and played a thousand pranks about his 
hammock (for there is not one bed within his walls). 
Well, sir, he rung his bell, called up all his servants, 
got lights, and made a thorough search; but the 
devil a goblin was to be found. He had no sooner 
turned in again, and the rest of the family gone to 
sleep, than the foul fiend.s began their game anew. 
The eoinmodore got up in the dark, drew his cut¬ 
lass, and attacked them both so manfully, that, at 
five minutes, every thing in the apartment went to 
pieces. The lieutenant, liearing the noise, came to 
Ills assistance. Tom IMpes, being told what was 
the matter, lighted his mutch, and, going down to 
the yard, fired all the ])atereroes as signals of dis¬ 
tress. Well, to he sure, the whole parish was in a 
pucker; some thought the French had landed; 
others imagined the commodore's house was beset 
by thieves; for my own part, 1 called up two 
dragoons that are quartered upon me; and they 
swore with deadly oaths, it was a gang of smug¬ 
glers engaged with a ])arty of their regiment, that 
lies in the next village; and mounting their horses 
like lusty fellows, rode up into the country as fust us 
their beasts could carry them. Ah, master! these 
are hard tiino.s, when an industrious body cannot 
earn his bread without fear of the gallows. Your 
worship’s father, God rest his soul! was a good 
gentleman, and as well respected in this parisli as 
e'er a he that w'ulks upon neat's leather. And if 
your honour sliould want a small parcel of fine tea, 
or a few ankers of right Kants, I'll be bound y'ui 
.sluill be furnished to your heart's content. Hut, us 
1 was saying, tlie hubbub continued till morning, 
when the parson being sent for, conjured the sjiirits 
into Llie lied Sea; and the house has been pretty 
quiet ever since. 'lYue it is, Air. Hatchway makes 
a mock ofthe whole affair; and told his commander 
in this very blessed spot, that the two goblins were 
no other than a couple of jackdaws which had 
fallen down the chimney, and made a flapping with 
their wings up and down the apartment. Hut the 
commodore, who is very choleric, and does not like 
to be jeered, fell into a main high passion, and 
stormed like a perfect hurricane, swearihg that be 
knew a devil from a jackdaw as well as e’er a man 
in the three kingdoms. He owned, indeed, that 
the birds were found, but denied that they were 
the occasion of the uproar. For my own part, 
master, 1 believe much may be said on both sides 
of the question, thof, to be sure, the devil is always 
going about, as the saying is.” 

This circumstantial account, extraordinary as it 
was, never altered one feature in the countenance 
of Jlr. Pickle, who, having heard it to an end, took 
the pipe from his mouth, saying, with a look of 
infinite sagacity and deliberation, “ T do suppose he 
is of the Cornish Trunnions. What sort of a woman 
is his spouse ?” flpouse!” cried the other, “ odds 
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heart! I don’t think he would marry the Queen of 
Sheba. Lack-a-day I Sir, he won’t suffer his own 
maids to lie in the garrison, but turns them into an 
out-house every night before the watch is set. 
Bless your honour’s soul, he is, as it were, a very 
oddish kind of a gentleman. Your worship would 
have seen him before now; for wlien he is well, he 
and my good master Hatchway come hither every 
evening, and drink a couple of cans of rumbo 
a-piece j but he has been confined to his house this 
fortnight by a plaguy fit of the gout, which, I’ll 
assure your worship, is a good penny out of my 
pocket” 

At that instant, Mr. I’ickle’s ears were saluted 
with such a strange noise, as.even discomposed the 
muscles of his face, whicli gave immediate indica¬ 
tions of alarm. This composition of notes at first 
resembled the ciying of quails and croaking of 
bull-frogs; but, as it approached nearer, he could 
distinguish articulate sounds pronounced with great 
violence, in such a cadence as one would expect to 
hear from a human creature scolding through the 
organs of au ass. It was neither speaking nor 
braying, but a surprising mixture of both, employed 
in the utterance of terms absolutely unintelligible 
to our wondering merchant, who had just opened 
his mouth to express liis curiosity, when the laiid- 
ord, starting up at the well-known sound, cried, 
“ Odds niggers I there is the commodore with his 
company, as sure as 1 liveand with his apron 
began to wipe the dust off* an elbow-chair placed at 
one side of the fire, and kept sacred for the ease 
and convenience of this infirm commander. "While 
he was thus occupied, a voice still more uncouth 
than the former, bawled aloud, “Ho! the house, a 
hoy!” Upon which the ])ublican, clapping a hand to 
each side of his head, with his thumbs fixed to his 
ears, rebellowed in the same tone, which lie had 
learned to imitate, “ llilloah.” 'rhe voice again 
exclaimed, “Have you got any attorneys aboard?” 
and when the landlord replied, “ No, nothis 
man of strange exiicctation came in, supported by 
his two dependents, and displayed a figure every 
way answerable to the oddity of his character. He 
was in stature at least six feet high, though he had 
contracted au habit of stooping, by living so long on 
board; his complexion was tawny, and his aspect 
rendered hideous by a large scar across his nose, 
and a patch that covered the place of one eye. 
Being seated in his chair with great formality, the 
landlord compUtnented him u])on his being able to 
come abroad again; and having, in a whisper, 
communicated the name of his fellow guest, whom 
the commodore already knew by rei)ort, went to 
prepare, with all imaginable despatch, the first 
allow'ance of his favourite liquor, in tlirec separate 
cans, for each was accommodated with his own 
portion apart, while the lieutenant sat down on the 
blind side of his commander; and Tom Pi])es, 
knowing his distance, with great modesty, took his 
station in the rear. After a pause of some minutes, 
the conversation was begun by this ferocious chief, 
who, fixing his eye upon the lieutenant with a stern¬ 
ness of countenance not to be described, addressed 
him in these words; “ D—n my eyes! Hatchway, 
I always took you to be a better seaman than to 
overset our chaise in such fair weather. Blood 1 
did’nt 1 tell you we were running bump ashore, 
and bid you set in the Ice-brace, and haul upon a 
wind?” “Yes,” replied the other, with an arch 
sneer, “I do confess as how you did give such orders, 


after you had run us foul of a post, so as that the 
carriage lay along, and could not right hersrif.” 
“ I run you foul of a post!” cried the commander; 
“d—n my heart! you’re a pretty dog, an’t you, to 
tell me so aboveboard to my face ? Did 1 take, 
charge of the chaise? Did 1 stand at the helm?” 
“ No,” answered Hatchway; “ 1 must confess you 
did not steer; but howsomever, you cunned all the 
way, and so, aa you could not see how the laud 
lay, being blind of your larboard eye, we were fast 
ashore, Iwfore you knew any thing of the matter. 
Pipes, who stood abaft, can testify the truth of 
what I say.” “D—n my limbs!” resumed the 
commodore, “ J don't value what you or Pipes say a 
rope yarn. You're a couple of mutinous—I’ll say 
no more; hut you shan’t run your rig upon me, 
d—n ye. J am the man that learnt you. Jack 
Hatchway, to splice a rope, and raise a j>erpcn- 
dicular.” 

I’be lieutenant, who was perfectly well acquainted 
with the trim of liis captain, did not choose to carrj’ 
on the altercation any fartlier; but, taking up bis 
can, drank to the health of the stranger, who very 
courteously returned the eompUinent, without, 
however, presuming to join in the conversation, 
which suffered a eousiderable pause. During this 
interruption, hir. Hatchwaj's wit displaced itself 
in several practical jokes upon the commodore, 
with whom, he knew, it was dang<'rous to tamper 
in any other way. Being w-ithout the sphere of 
his vision, ho securely pilfered his tobacco, drank 
his nnnbo, made wry faces, and, to us(* the vulgar 
phrase, cocked his eye at him, to the no small 
entertainment of the spectators, Mr. Pickle himself 
not excepted, who gave evident tokens of uncom¬ 
mon satisfaction at the dexterity of this marine 
pantomime. 

Meanwhile, the captain’s choler gradually sub¬ 
sided, and he was pleased to desire Hatchway, by 
the familiar and friendly diminutive of Jack, to 
read a newspaper that lay on the table before him. 
This task was accordingly undertaken by the lame 
lieutenant, who, among other paragraphs, read that 
which follow's, witli an elevation of voice that 
seemed to prognosticate something extraordinary r 
“ We are informed, that Admiral Bower will very 
soon be created a British peer, for his eminent 
services during the W'ar, particularly in his late en¬ 
gagement with the French fleet.” Trunnion was 
thunderstruck at this piece of intelligence. The 
mug dropped from his hand, and shivered into a 
thousand pieces; his eye glistened like that of u 
rattlesnake, uud some minutes elapsed before he 
could pronounce, “ Avast! overhaul that article 
again.” Jt was no sooner read the second time, 
than smiting the table with his fist, he started up, 
and with the most violent em]»hasis of rage and in¬ 
dignation, exclaimed, “D—n my heart and liver! 
’tis a land lie, d’ye see; and 1 will maintain it to be 
a lie, from the spritsail-yard to the mizen-topsail- 
haulyards! Blood and thunder! Will Bower a 
peer of this realm! a fellow of yesterday, that scarce 
knowsamavSt from a manger; a snotty-nose boy, 
whom I myself have ordered to the gun, for stealing 
eggs out of the hencoops! and I, Hawser Trunnion, 
who commanded a ship before he could keep a 
reckoning, am laid aside, d’ye see, and forgotten ! 
If so be 8s this be the case, there is a rotten plank 
in our constitution, which ought to be hove down 
and repaired, d—n my eyes! For my own part, 
d’ye sec, I was none of your guinea pigs; I did not 
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the service hy parliamoTitccring interest, or 
III handsome b—h of a ■wife. 1 was not hoisted 
^er the bellies of better men, nor strutted athwart 
■tile quarter-deck in a laced doublet, and thingum¬ 
bobs at the wrists. ]>—n njy limbs 1 1 have been 
a hard-working man, and served all offices on 
board from cook’s shifter to the command of a 
vessel. Hero, you Tunley, there’s the hand of a 
seaman, you dog.” So saying, he laid hold on the 
landlord’s fist, and honoured him with such a 
squeeze, as compelled him to roar with groat voci¬ 
feration, to the infinite satisfaction of the commo¬ 
dore, whose features were a little unbended, by this 
aelcnowledgment of his vigour; and he thus }>ro- 
ceeded in a less outrageous strain: “They make a 
d—ned noise about this engagement with the 
Trench ; but. egad! it was no more than a bumboat 
butth*, in comparison with some that 1 have seen. 
There "was old Hook and Jennings, and another 
whom I’ll be d—wed before 1 name, that knew what 
fighting was. As for my own share, d'ye see, 1 
am none of those that halloo in their own com¬ 
mendation; but if so be that 1 were minded to 
stand iny own trumpeter, some of those little fel¬ 
low's that liold their heads so high, wouhl be taken 
all aback, as the saying is ; they w'ould ht* ashamed 
to show their colours, d— n my o> es! 1 once lay 

eight glasses alongsW*^* llie Flour de Louse, a 
Trench man-of-war,though her Tn(‘tal was heavier, 
and her oomijlement larger by an hundre<l hands 
than mine. Yotu Jack llatchw’ay, d—n ye, what 
d'ye grin at? D’ye think I tell a story, because 
you never heard it before?” 

“ Why, look ye, sir,” answered the lieutenant, “1 
am glad to find you can stand your own trumpeter 
on occasion 5 thof 1 wish you would change the 
tunc; for that is the same you have been piping 
every w'atch for these t(*n months jiast. Tunley 
himself will tell you, he has heard it live hundred 
times.” “God forgive yon, J\Ip. Hatchway,” said 
the landlord, interrupting him ; “as Tm an honest 
man and a housekeeper, 1 never heard a sy llab of 
the matter.” 

'This declaration, though not strictly true, was 
(‘xtremely agrt'eablc to l\Ir. '^rrunnion, w ho, with an 
air of triumph, observed, “Aha! Jack, 1 thought 
J should bring you uj), with your jibes and your 
jokes ; hut sujijiose you had heard it before, is that 
any reason why it should'iit he told to another per¬ 
son? 'J'here's the stranger, belike he has heard it 
five hundred times too; han't you, brother?” ad¬ 
dressing lihnself to Mr. Pickle; who replied, with 
a look expressing curiosity, “No, never he thus 
went on: “Well, you seem to he an honest quiet 
sort of a man ; and therefore you must know, as 1 
said before, 1 fell in with a Trench man-of-war, 
(!ape Tinisterre bearing about six leagues on the 
weather bow, and the chase three leagues to lee¬ 
ward, going before the wind ; whereupon I set my 
studding sails, and, coming up with her, hoisted my 
jack and ensign, and poured in a whole broadside, 
before you could count three ratllins, in the niizcn 
shrouds; for 1 always keep # good lookout, and 
love to have the first lire.” “That I’ll be sworn,” 
said Hatchway; “for the day we made the Triumph, 
you ordered the men to fire when she w'as hull-to, 
by the same token wo below pointed the guns at a 
flight of gulls; and 1 won a can of jiuncli from the 
gunner, by killing the first bird.” Exasperated at 
this sarcasm, he replied with great vehemence, 
“ You lie, lubber I d—n your bones! what business 


have you to come always athwart my hawse in tJiis 
manner? You, Pipes, was upon deck, and can bear 
witness, whether or not I fired too soon. Speak, 
you blood of a —, and that upon the word of a 
S4»aman; how did the chase bear of us, when I 
gave orders to fire ?” 

Pipes, who liad hitherto sat silent, being thtis 
called upon to give his evidence, after divers strange 
gesticulations, opened his mouth like a gasping cod, 
audwith a cadence like that of the east wind sing¬ 
ing through a cranny, pronounced, “ Half a <|uarter 
of a league right upon our lee-beam.” “Nearer, 
you porjmss-fac’d swab!” cried the commodore, 
“ nearer by twelve fathom.^ but howisomever, that’s 
enough to prove tlie falsehood of Hatchway’s jaw 
—and so, brother, d’ye see,” turning to Mr. I’lcklc, 
“ 1 lay alongside of the TIour de Louse, yard-arm 
and yard-arm, plying our great guns and small 
arms, and heaving in stink-pots, powder-bottles, 
and hand-grenades, till our shot was all expended, 
double-headed, partridge, and grape; then we loaded 
wilh iron crows, marlin spikes, and old nails; but 
finding the Trenchmaii took a great deal of drub- 
binp, and that he had shot away all our rigging, 
and killed and wounded a great number of our men, 
d’ye see, I resolved to run him on board upon his 
fjuarter, and so ordered our grapplings to be got 
rea<iy; but Monsieur, j>erccivmg wliat we were 
al>out, filled his topsails ami sheered off, leaving us 
like a log upon the water, and our scuppers running 
with blood.” 

Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid such extraor¬ 
dinary attention to the relu^arsal of this exploit, that 
Trunnion was encouraged to entertain them with 
more stories of the same nature; after which he 
observed, by way of eneoniiiim on the government, 
that all lie had gained in the service was a lame 
foot and the loss of an eye. The lieutenant, >\ho 
could noc find in his heart to lose any opportunity 
of being witty at the expense of his commander, 
gave a loose to his satirical talent once more, say¬ 
ing, *• 1 have heard us how you came by your lame 
foot, by having your upper decks overstowed with 
litjuor, horeh} you became crank, and rolled, d’ye 
see, iu such a manner, tliat. by a pitch of the ship, 
)our starboard heel jammed in one of the 
seui)pers; and as for the matter of }our eye, that 
M as knocked out by your own crew when the Light¬ 
ning ■was paid off. There’s poor I’ijies, v'ho was 
beaten into all tlie colours of the rainbow for taking 
your part, and giving \ou time to sheer off; and 1 
don't find as how you liave rewarded liim according 
as he deserves.” As the commodore could not 
deny the truth of these anecdotes, however un¬ 
seasonably they were introduced, he affected to 
receive them with good humour, as jokes of the 
lieutenant’s own inventing; and replied, “ Ay, ay, 
Jack, every bo<ly knows your tongue is no slander; 
but, howsomever, I’ll ■work you to an oil for this, you 
dog.” So saying, he lifted up one of his crutches, 
intending to lay it gently across Mr. Hatch-way’s 
pate; but Jack, with great agility, tilted up his 
wooden leg, with which he warded off the blow, to 
the no small admiration of Mr. Pickle, and utter 
astonishment of the landlord, who, by the by, had 
expressed the same amazement, at the same teat, at 
the same hour, every night for three months before. 
Trunnion then directing his eye to the boatswain’s 
mute, “ You, Pipes,” said he, “ do you go about and 
tell people that I did not reward you for standing 
by mo, when I was hussled by these rebellious rap- 
« 2 
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scallions ; d— n you, han’t you been rated on the 
books ever since?” Tom, who indeed had no words 
to spare, sat smoking his pipe with great indif¬ 
ference, and never dreamed of paying any regard 
to these interrogations; which being repeated and 
reinforced with many oaths, that, however, produced 
no effect, the commodore pulled out his purse say¬ 
ing, *‘Hcre, you bitch’s baby, here’s something 
better than a smart ticket I” and threw it at his 
silent deliverer, who received and pocketed his 
bounty, without the least demonstration of surprise 
or satisfaction; while the donor turning to Mr. 
Pickle, “You see, brother,” said ho, “I make good 
the old saying, ‘We sailors get money like horses, 
and spend it like asses ;* come, Pipes, let’s have the 
boatswain’s whistle, and he jovial.” This musician 
accordingly applied to his mouth the silver instru¬ 
ment that hung at a button hole of his jacket, by 
a chain of the same metal, and, though not (luite so 
ravishing as the pipe of Ilermes, produced a sound 
so loud and shrill, that the stranger (as it were in¬ 
stinctively) stopped his ears, to preserve his organs 
of hearing from such a dangerous invasion. The 
prelude being thus executed, IMpes fixed his eyes 
upon the egg of an ostrich that depended from the 
ceiling, and without once moving them from that 
object, performed the whole cantata in a tone of 
voice that seemed to be the joint issue of an Irish 
bagpipe and a sow-gelder’s horn; the commodore, 
the lieutenant, and landlord joined in the chorus, 
repeating this elegant stanza, 

Bu8tle. bustle, brave boys, let us sinp, let us toil, 

And driulc all the while, since labour’s the price of our joys 

The third line was no sooner pronounced, than 
the can was lifted to every man’s mouth with ad¬ 
mirable uniforinitp^; and the next word taken up 
at the end of their draught with a twang equally 
expressive and harmonious. In short, the com¬ 
pany began to understand one another; Mr. Pickle 
Beeined to relish the entertainment, and a corre¬ 
spondence immediately commenced between him 
and Trunnion, who shook him by the hand, drank 
to further acquaintance, and even invited him to a 
mess of pork and peas in the garrison. The com¬ 
pliment was returned, good fellowship prevailed, 
and the night was pretty far advanced when the 
mercliant’s man arrived with a lanthorn to light his 
master home; upon which the new friends parted, 
after a mutual promise of meeting next evening in 
the same place. 

CHAPTER III. 

Mrs. Grizzle exerts herself in i'mdinp a proper Match for her 

Brother; whoisarcordmgly introduced to the younR Lady, 
whom he marries in due season. 

I HAVE been the more circumstantial in opening 
the character of Trunnion, because he boars a 
considerable share in the course of these memoirs ; 
but now it is high time to resume the consideration 
of Mrs. Grizzle, who, since her arrival in the 
country, had been engrossed by a double care, 
namely, that of finding a suitable match for her 
brother, and a comfortable yoke-fellow for herself. 

Neither was this aim the result of any sinister 
or frail suggestion, but the pure dictates of that 
laudable ambition, which prompted her to the pre¬ 
servation of the family name. Nay, so disinterested 
waa she in this pursuit, that, postponing her nearei^. 
concern, or at least leaving her own fate to the silent 
operation of her charms, she laboured with such 


indefatigable zeal in behalf of her brother, that 
before they had been three months settled in the 
country, the general topic of conversation in the 
neighbourhood, was an intended match between the 
rich Mr. Pickle and the fair Miss Appleby, daughter 
of a gentleman who lived in the next parish, and 
who, though he had but little fortune to bestow 
upon his children, had (to use his own phrase) 
replenished their veins with some of the best blood 
in the country. 

7'his young lady, whoso charact(*r and dispo.sition 
Mrs. Grizzle had investigated to her own satis¬ 
faction, was destined for tin* .spouse of Mr. Pickle, 
and an overture accordingly made to her father, 
who being oveijoyed at th(‘ ])roposal, gave his 
consent without hesitation, and even recommended 
the immediate execution of the project with such 
eagerness, as seemed to indicate eiilier a suspicion ot 
Mr. Pickle’s constancy, or a dillidenee of hi.s own 
daughter’s complexion, which perhajis he thought 
too sanguine to keep much longer cool. 7’he pre- 
rioiis point being thus settled, our merchant, at the 
instigation of Mrs. Grizzle, went to visit liis future 
father-in-law, and was introduced to the daughter, 
with whom he had, that same afternoon, an op¬ 
portunity of being alone. What passed in that 
interview, T never could learn, though, from the 
oliaraeter of the suitor, the reader may justly con¬ 
clude, that she wtis not much teased with the 
inpertinenee of hi.s addresses. He was not, I 
believe, the le.ss welcome for that reason; certalti 
it is, slie made no objection to his taciturnity, and 
whcti lier father communicated his resolution, 
acquiesced with the most jiious resignation. IhU 
Mrs. (irizzle, in order to give the lady a more 
favourable idea of his intellects than what his 
conversation could possibly insjiire, was resolved 
1o dictate a letter, which her brother sbouhl 
transcribe and transmit to his mistre.ss, as the 
produce of his own understanding, and had actually 
composed a very tender billet for this purpose; 
yet her intention was entirely frustrated by Ihe 
misapprehension of the lover himself, who in con¬ 
sequence of his si.ster’s repeated admonitions, 
anticijiated her selieme, by writing for himself, and 
despatching the letter one afternoon, while Mrs. 
Grizzle was visiting at the parson’s. 

Neither was this step the efleet of his vanity or 
precipitation; hut having been often assured by 
his sister, that it M'as absolutely necessary for him 
to make a declaration <if his love in w>-'.ting, he took 
this oiiportunity of acting in eonformity with her 
advice, when his imagination was unengaged or 
undi.sturhed hy any other suggestion, without sus¬ 
pecting the least that she intended to save him the 
trouble of exercising his own genius. Left, therefore, 
as he imagined, to his own inventions, he sat down 
and jirodueed the following moreeau, which was 
transmitted to Miss Appleby, before his sister and 
Viunsellor had the least intimation of the affair. 

Miss Sax.lt Applebt. 

“Madam. —Understandinp ytm have a parcel of heart, 
warranted .^nund, to be disposed of, sbnll he willing to treat 
for said commodity, on reasonable terms; doubt not shall 
agree for same, shall wait on you for further information, 
when and wliere you shall appoint. This the needful from 
“ Yours, &c. “ Gam. Pickle.” 

This laconic epistle, simple and unadorned as it 
was, met with as cordial a reception from the 
person to whom it was addressed, as if it had been 
couched in the most elegant terms that delicacy ol 
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jpassion and cultivated genius could supply; nay, I 
ibelieve, was the more -welcome, on account of its 
tnercaritile plainness: because, when an advan¬ 
tageous match is in view, a sensible woman often 
fconsiders the flowery ijrofessions and rapturous 
^xclanialious of love as ensnaring ambiguities, or 
At best impertinent preliminaries, that retard the 
*treatv the}' are designed to promote; whereas Mr. 
jPickle remo\ed all disagreeable uncertainty, by 
Aescendingat once to the most interesting particular. 

^ She had no sooner, as a dutiful child, commu¬ 
nicated this billet doux to her father, than he, as a 
careful parent, visited Mr. Pickle, and, in presence 
of Mrs. (rrizzle, demanded a formal explanation of 
his sentiments with regard to his daughter Sally. 
Mr. Gamaliel, without any ceremony, assured him 
he had a re.spect for the young woman, and, with 
his good leave, would take her for better for worse. 
Mr. Appleby, after having expressed lii.s satisfaction 
that he had fixed his affections in his family, 
comforted the lover with the assurance of his being 
agreeable to the young lady, and they fcu'thwitli 
proceeded to the articles of the marriage-settlement, 
which being discussed and determined, a lawyer was 
orden^d lo engross them; the wedding-clothes were 
bought, and, in slioit, a day was appointed for the 
eelehration of their nuptials, to whieh every body 
of any fashion in the neighbonrhood was invited. 
Among tlie.se Lkmmiodore 'I'rutinion and l\lr. 
Hatchway w'ere not forgotten, being th(‘ sole coin- 
panion.s of the brul. groom, with whom, by this 
time, tln*y had contracted a sort of intimacy at their 
noefurnal rendez% ous. 

'I'liey had re<*<‘ived a previous intimation of what 
was on tile utimI from the landlord, before i\Ir. 
Tickle thought proper to declare himself; in con- 
se<pienee oi‘ whicln the topic of the one-eye<l 
coinmander's discourse at their meeting, for several 
evenings beibre, had been the folly and plague of 
matrimony, on which he held forth with great 
vehemence of abuse, levelled at tliefair sex, wiiom 
li(‘ represented as devil.s incarnate, sent from liell 
to torment mankind; and, in jiartieular, inveigluul 
against old maids, forwliom he seemed to<*ntertain 
a singular aversion; while hislriemi ,Iaek eontirmed 
the truth of all his allegations, and gratitied his 
own inaiigmint vein at llie same time, liy eleneiiing 
every sentence with a .sly ioke upon t!ie married 
state, built u])oii some allusion t(» a ship or sea¬ 
faring life, lie eompaivd a woman to a great gun 
loaded with fire, brimstone, and muse, whieh, being 
violently heated, will bounce and fly, and play the 
devil, if you don’t take special caivof her breechings. 
He said she wxis like a hnrrieane, that never blows 
from one (piarter, but veers about to all points of 
tlie compass. He likened her to a painted galley 
curiously rigged, with a leak in her hold, whieh 
her husband would never be able to sto]). lie 
oliserved that her inclinations were like the Hay of 
Hiscay; lor why ? because you may heave your 
dee]) sea lead long enougli without ever reaching 
tlie !)ottom. 'I'hat he who comes to anchor on a 
wife, may find himself moored in d- —d foul ground, 
and after all, can’t f(»r his blood slip his cable ; and 
that, for his own part, thof he might nmke short 
trii« for pastime, he would never embark in woman 
on the voyage of life, because he was afraid of 
foundering in the first foul weather. 

In all probability, these insinuations made some 
impression on the mind of Mr. Tickle, who was not 
very much inclined to ran great risks of any kind; 


but the injunctions and importunities of his sister, 
who was bent upon the match, overbalanced the 
opinion of his sea friend.s, who, finding him deter¬ 
mined to marry, notwithstanding all the hints of 
caution they had thrown out, resolved to accept his 
invitation, and honoured his nuptials with their 
presence accordingly. 

CHAPTER IV. 

The behaviour of Mni. Grizzle at the Wedding, with an ac¬ 
count of the Guests. 

I HOPE it will not be thought uncharitable, if I ad¬ 
vance, by way of conjecture, that Mrs. Grizzle, on 
this grand occa.sion, summoned her whole exertion, 
to play off the artillery of her charms upon the 
single gentlemen who were invited to the enter¬ 
tainment. Sure I am, she displayed to the best 
advantage all the engaging qualities she possessed. 
Her affability at dinner was altogether uncommon; 
her attention to the guests was superfluously hos¬ 
pitable ; her tongue was sheathed with the most 
agreeable and infantine lisp ; her address was per¬ 
fectly obliging; and though, conscious of the ex¬ 
traordinary capacity of her mouth, she would not 
venture to hazard a laugh; she modelled her lips 
into an enehaniing simper, which played upon her 
eouuteuance all day long; nay, she even profited 
by that defect in her vision we have already ob¬ 
served, and securely cont(unplated those features 
whicli were most to her liking, while the rest of the 
company believed her regards were disposed in a 
ipiite contrary direction. "NVith what humility of 
eomiilaisance did she receive the compliments of 
those who could not lielp praising the elegance of 
thehaiujuet! and how i>iousIy did she seize that 
opportunity of coiuiuemoratmg the honours of her 
sire, by observing that it was no merit in her to 
umler&tand something of entertainments, as she 
had occasion to preside at so many, during the 
mavoralty of her papa! Far from discovering the 
least symptom of i)ride and exultation, when the 
opulence of her family became the subject of con¬ 
versation, she assumed a severity of countenance; 
and, after having moralized on the vanity of riehe.s, 
declared, that those wlio looked upon her as a fortune 
were very much mistaken ; for her father had left 
her no more than poor five thousand pounds, whieh, 
w'ith what little she had saved of the interest since 
his death, was all she had to depend u])on. Indeed, 
if she had placed her chief felicity in wealth, she 
should not have been .so forward in destroying her 
own expectations, by advising and promoting the 
event at which they were noM' so happily ussom- 
hled; but she hoped she should always have virtue 
enough to postpone any intere.sted consideration, 
when it should happen to clash with the happiness 
of her friends. Finally, such was her modesty and 
self-denial, that she industriously informed those 
whom it might concern, than she was no less than 
three years older than the bride; though had she 
added ten to the reckoning, she would have com¬ 
mitted no mistake in point of computation. 

To contribute as much as lay in her power to the 
satisfaction of all present, she, in the aflernoon, 
I regaled them with a tune on the harpsichord, 
accompanied with her voice, w'hieh, though not the 
most melodious in the world, I dare say, would 
have been equally at their service, could she have 
vied with Thilomel in song; and as the last effort 
of her complaisance, when dancing was proposed. 
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she TTM preT^led upon, at the request of her new 
sister, to open the ball in person. 

In a word, Mrs. Grizzle was the principal figure 
in this festiral, and almost eclipsed the bride, who, 
far from seeming to dispute the prc-eniinencc, very 
wisely allowed her to make tlic best of her talents; 
contenting herself with the lot to which fortune had 
already called her, and which she imagined would 
not be the less desirable, if her sister-in-law were 
detached from the family. i 

1 believe I need scarce advertise the reader, that, 
during this whole entertainment, the commodore 
and his lieutenant were quite out of their element; 
and this, indeed, was the case with the bridegroom 
himself, who, being utterly unacquainted with any 
sort of polite commerce, found himself under a 
very disagreeable restraint during the whole scene. 

IVunnion, who had scarce ever been on shore till 
he was paid off, and never once in his whole life in 
the company of any females above the rank of 
those who herd upon the Point at Portsmouth, was 
more embarrassed about his behaviour, than if he 
had been surrounded at sea by the whole French 
navy. He had never pronounced the word madam 
since he was born; so that, far from entering into 
conversation with the ladies, he would not even 
return the compliment, or give the least nod of 
civility when they drank to his health ; and 1 verily 
believe, would rather have suffered suffocation, 
than allowed the simple phrase, your scroanf^ to 
proceed from his mouth. lie was altogether as 
inflexible with respect to the attitudes of his body ; 
for, either through obstinacy or bashfulness, he sat 
upright without motion, insomuch that he provoked 
the mirth of a certain wag, who, addn^ssiiig him¬ 
self to the lieutenant, asked whether that was the 
commodore himself, or the wooden lion that used 
to stand at his gate ? An image to which, it niust 
be owned, Mr. Trunnion’s person bore no faint 
TCvSeuiblonce, 

Mr. Hatchway, who was not quite so unpolished 
as the commodore, and had certain notions that 
seeim‘d to approach the ideas of common life, made 
a less uncouth appearance; but then he was a wit, 
and though of avery peculiar genius, pailook largcOy 
of that disposition which is common to all wits, who 
never enjoy themselves, exee])t when their talents 
meet with those marks of distinction and venera¬ 
tion which, in their own opinion, they deserve. 

These circumstances being premised, it is not to 
be wondered at if this triumvirate made no objec¬ 
tions to the proposal, when some of the grave per¬ 
sonages of the company made a motion for adjourn¬ 
ing into another apartment, where they might 
enjoy their pipes and bottles, while the young folks 
indulged themselves in the continuance of their 
own favourite diversion. 'Ihus rescued as it w'ere, 
from a state of annihilation, the first use the two 
lads of the castle made of'their existence, was to 
ply the bridegroom so hard W’ith bumpers, that, in 
less than an hour, he made divers efforts to sing, 
and soon after was carried to bed, deprived 
of all manner of sensation, to the utter disapjlbint- 
ment of the bridemen and maids, who, by this 
accident, were prevented from throwing the stock¬ 
ing, and performing certain other ceremonies prac¬ 
tised on such occasions. As for the bride, she 
bore this misfortune with great good liumour; and 
indeed, on all occasions, behaved like a discreet 
woman, perfectly^ well acquainted with the nature 
of her own situation. 


CHAPTER V, 

Mrs. Pickle assumes the reins of Government in her own 
Family, Her Sister-hi-hnw undertakes an Enterprise of 
great moment; but is for some time diverted from her 
Purpose by a very interesting Consideration. 
Whatever deference, not to say submission, she 
had paid to Mrs. Grizzle before she was so nearly 
allied to her family, she no sooner became Mrs. 
Pickle, than she thought it incumbent upon her to 
act up to the dignity of the character; and the 
very day after the marriage, ventured to dispute 
with her sister-in-law on the subject of her own 
pedigree, which she affirmed to be more honourable 
in all respects than that of her husband ; observing 
that several younger brothers of her house had 
arrived at the station of X^ord Mayor of London, 
which was the highest pitch of greatness that any 
of Mr. Pickle’s predecessors had ever attained. 

This presumption was like a thunderbolt to Mrs. 
Grizzle, who began to perceive that she had not suc¬ 
ceeded quite so well as she imagined, in selecting 
for her brother a gentle and obedient yoko-fellow, 
who would always treat her with that profi)uii(i 
respect which she thought due to her 6ui)erjor 
geniu.s, and be entirely regulated by her advice 
and direction. However, she still continued to 
manage the reins of government in the house, 
reprehending the servants as usual; an office she 
performed with great capacity, and in which she 
seemed to take singular delight, until Mrs. Pickle, 
on pretence of consulting her ease, t(J<I her one day 
: she would take that trouble upon herself, and ” 

: the future aKsinne the management of her ov » 

; family. Nothing could be more mortifying to 
Mrs. Grizzle than such a declaration, to uhich, 
after a considerable pause, and strange distortion 
of look, she replied, “I shall^iever refuse or re¬ 
pine at any trouble that may conduce to my brother’s 
advantage.” “Dear Madam,” answered the sister, 
“I am infinitely obliged to your kind eoneem 
for Mr. Pickle’s interest, which 1 consider as my 
own, but I cannot bear to see you a sufferer by 
your friendship; and, therefore, insist upon ex- 
enipting you from the fatigue you have home so 
long.” 

In vain did the other protest that she took plea¬ 
sure in the task ; Mrs. Pickle ascrihed the assurance 
to her excess of complaisance, and ex]»resscd such 
I tenderness of zeal for her dear .sister's heallli and 
I tranquillity, that the reluctant maiden found her.self 
I obliged to resign her authority, without enjoying 
! the least pretext for complaining of her being 
deposed. 

'i’his disgrace was attended by a fit of peevish 
devotion that lasted three or four weeks; during 
which period, she had the additional chagrin of 
: seeing the young lady gain an ascendancy over the 
mind of her brother, who was persuaded to set u]) 
a gay eipiipage, and improve his housekeeping, by 
an augmentation in his expense, to the ainf^nt of a 
thousand a year at least; though his alteration in 
the economy of his household effected no change 
in his own disposition, or manner of life; for as 
soon as the painful ceremony of receiving and re¬ 
turning visits was performed, he had recourse again 
to the company of his sea friends, with whom he 
spent the best part, of his time. But if he was satis¬ 
fied with his condition, the case was otherwise with 
Mrs. Grizzle, who, finding her importance in the 
family greatly diminished, her attractions neglected 
by all tlic male sex in the neighbourhood, and the 
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withering hand of time hang threatening over her 
head, began to feel the horror of eternal virginity, 
and, in u sort of desperation, resolved at any rate 
to rescue herself from that uncomfortable situation. 
Thus determined, slie formed a plan, the execution 
of which, to a spirit less enterprising and sufficient 
than hers, would have appeared altogether imprac¬ 
ticable ; this wa.s no other than to make a conquest 
of the commodore’s lieart, which the reader will 
easily believe was not very susceptible of tender 
imjjressions; but, on the contrary, fortified with 
insensibility and prejudice against the charms of 
the whole sex, and particularly prepossessed to the 
prejudice of tliat class distinguisht'd by the appella¬ 
tion of old maids, in which Mrs. Grizzle was by 
this time unhappily ranked. She, nevertheless, 
took the field, and, having invested this seemingly 
impregnable fortress, begun to break ground one 
day, when Trunnion dined at her brother’s, by 
springing certain ensnaring commendations on the 
lionesty and sincerity of seafaring p<»ople, ])a 3 dng a 
particular attention to his jilate, and aftecting a 
simper of approbation at everything he said, which 
by any means she could construe into a joke, or 
with modesty be supposed to bear; nay, even w’hcn 
he left deeeney on the left hand, which was often 
the ease, she ventured to reprimand liis freedmn of 
sjweeli with u gracious grin, saying, “Mure you 
gi'iitleinen belongiiig to the sea have such au (Kid 
w'ay witii you.” But all this complacency was so 
ineffectual, that, far from su.specting the true cause 
of it, the eommodoi*e, that very evtming, at the 
club, in presence of her brother, with whom by this 
time he could take any manner of freedom, did not 
scruple to d—n her for a fi(|uiDting, block-faced, 
chattering p-«8-kUchen; and immediately ai’ter 
drank despair to all old maids. The toast IV! r. Pickle 
pledged witliout the least hesitation, and next day 
mtimated to his sister, who bore the indignity w ith 
surprising resignation, and did not therefore"desist 
from her scheme, unpromising as it seemed to lie, 
until her attention was called off, and etigaged in 
another care, which, for some time, interrupted the 
progress of this design. Her sister bad not been 
married many months, when siic exhibited evident 
symptoms of pregnancy, to the general satisfaction 
of all concerned, and tiie inexjiressible joy of Mrs. 
(irizzle, who, as we lia>e already hinted, was more 
interested in the iiresorvation of the family name, 
ihaii ill any other consideration whatever. She. 
therefore, no sooner discovered appearances to jus- 
tily and ooufinu her hopes, than, postponing her 
own purpovse, and laying aside, that piijue and re¬ 
sentment she hatl conceived from the iH'haviour tif 
Mrs. Pickle, when she superseded her authority,or 
perhaps considering her in no other light than that 
of the vehicle which contained and was destined to 
convey lier brother’s heir to light, slut determined 
to t'xert her uttermost in nursing, ttniding, and 
eherlsliing her, during the tenii of her important 
charge. VVith this view she purchased Culiiepper's 
Midwifery, which, with that sagacious jicrfiirmanec 
dignified with Aristotle’s name, she studied with 
indefatigable care, and diligently pernst'd tlie(\)iu- 
liletc Housewife, together with C^uinej's Dispen¬ 
satory, culling every jelly, marmalade, and conserve 
which these authors reeoiuincnd as either fwilutary 
or toothsome, for the benefit aud comfort of her 
sister-in-law, during her gestation. {She restricted 
her from eating roots, ])ot-berbs, fruit, and all .sorts 
of vegetables; and one day. when Mrs. Jhckle had 


plucked a peach with her own hand, and was in the 
very act of putting it between lier teeth, Mrs, 
Grizzle perceived the rash attempt, and running up 
to h(T, fell upon her knees in the garden, entreat¬ 
ing her, with tears in her eyes, to resist such a 
pernicious appetite. Her request was no sooner 
complied with, than, recollecting that, if her sister’s 
longing was balked, the child might be affected 
with some disagreeable mark, or dejdorable disease, 
she begged as earnestly that she would swallow 
the fruit, and, in the meantime, ran for some cordial 
water of her own composing, which she forced 
upon her sister, as an antidote to the jioison she had 
received. 

This excessive zeal and tenderness did not fail to 
be very troublesome to Mrs. Vickie, who having 
revolved divers ]>lans lor the recovery of her own 
ease, at length determined to engage Mrs. drizzle 
ill such employment as W'ould interrupt that close 
attendance which she found so teasing and dis¬ 
agreeable, Kcither did she wait long for an ojipor- 
tunity of jmtting her resolution in practice. The 
very next day, a gentleman happening to dine witli 
lilr. Vickie, unfortunately irientioned a pincapiile, 
part of which he had eaten a week before at the 
house of a nobleman who lived in another part of 
the country, at the distauce of an hundred miles at 
least. 

The name of this fatal fruit was no sooner pro¬ 
nounced than Mrs. Grizzle, who incessantly watched 
her sister’s looks, took the alarm, because she 
thought they gave certain indieatioii.s of curiosity 
and desire; and, after having observed that she 
herself could never cat pineapples, which were alto- 
getluT unnatural productions, extorted by the force 
of artificial fire out of filthy manure, asked with a 
faiiltering voice,nf Mrs. Vickie w'as not of her way 
of thinking? This young lady, who wanted neither 
slync.ss nor penetration, at once divined her mean¬ 
ing, and replied with seeming unconcern, that, for 
her own ))art, she should never repine, if there was 
n<it a jtineapple in the universe, provided she could 
indulge herself with the fruits of her own country. 

Thi.s answer was euieulated for the benefit of the 
stranger, who would certainly have suffered for his 
iinjirudence by the resentment of Mrs. Grizzle, hud 
her sister expressed the least relish for the fruit in 
question. It had the desired effect, and reesta¬ 
blished the i>euee of the company, which was not a 
hrtle endangered by the genllenian's want of con¬ 
sideration. Next morning, how ever, after breakfast, 
th<* pregnant lady, in pursuance of her plan, yawned, 
us it were by ac<*id('nt, full in the face of her maiden 
sister, who being infinitely disturbed by this con¬ 
vulsion, affirmed it w'as a sjmptom of longing, and 
insisted upon knowing the object in desire, when 
Mrs. Vickie, assuming an affected smile, told her 
she had eaten a most delicious pineapple in her 
slet'p. 'J’his declaration was attended with au im¬ 
mediate scream, utteix'd by Mrs. Grizzle, who 
in.stantly perceiving her sister surprised at the 
exclamation, clasped her in h<‘r arms, and assured 
lKT,«W'itii a sort of hysterical laugh, that she could 
not help sereuining with joy, because she hud it in 
her power to gratify her dear sister’s wish; a lady 
in the neiglibourbuod having promised to send her, 
in a present, a couple of delicate pineapples, which 
she would that very day go in quest of. 

Mrs. Vickie would by no means consent to this 
propcwal, on pretence of sparing the other unneces¬ 
sary latiguc *, aud assured h(*r, tliat if she had any 
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desire to eat a pineapple, it was so faint, that the 
disappointment could produce no bad consequence. 
But this assurance was conveyed in a manner 
(wliich she knew very well how to adopt) that, 
instead of dissuading, rather stimulated Mrs. Griz¬ 
zle to set out immediately, not on a visit to that 
lady, whose promise she herself had feigned, with a 
view of consulting her sister’s tranquillity, hut on a 
random search through the whole country for this 
unlucky fruit, which was like to produce so much 
vexation and prejudice to her and her father’s 
house. 

During three whole days and nights did she, 
attended by a valet, ride from place to j)Iace with¬ 
out success, uninindful of her health, and careless 
of her reputation, that began to suffer from the 
nature ol her inquiry, which was pursued with such 
j)cculiar eagerness and distraction, that every body 
with whom she conversed looked upon her as an 
unhap])y person, whose intellects were not a little 
disordered, 

Hafded in all her researches within thd county, 
she at length resolved to visit that very nobleman, 
at whose house the officious stranger had been, for 
her BO unfortunately, regaled, and actually arrived 
in a post-chaise at the place of his habitation, Avhere 
she introduced her business as an affair on which 
the happiness of a whole family depended. By 
virtue of a present to his lordship's gardener she 
pn)cured the Hesperian fruit, with which she re¬ 
turned in triumi)h. 


• CHAPTEU VI. 

MrK. Gri/xle iii indefnttfcnblc hi gratifying Iter Sister's Long¬ 
ings—pL!r(*grino is born, and nuinaged eontrary to the 
directions <ui(i remonstr.'inces of his Aunt, who is diti- 
gusted upon tiiat account, andrcsitnies thr jilan whicli siie 
Iiad belore rejected 

Thk success of this device would have encouragQd 
Mrs. Dickie to practise more of‘the same sort upon 
her sistcr-in-luw, had she not been deterred by a 
violent fever which seized her zealous ally, in con¬ 
sequence of the fatigue and uneasiness she had 
undergone; which, while it lasted, as effectually 
conduced to her repose, as any other stratagem she 
could invent. But Mrs. Grizzle’s health was no 
sooner restored, than the other, being as much in¬ 
commoded as over, was obliged, in her own defence, 
to have recourse to some otlier contrivance; and 
managed her artifiees in such a manner, as leaves 
it at this day a doubt whether she was really so 
wlnrasieal and capricious in her appetites as she 
herself pretended to be ; for her longings w’ere not 
restricted to the demands of the palate and stomaeh, 
but also affected all the other organs of sense, and 
even invaded her imagination, whieh at this jieriod 
seemed to bo strangely diseased. 

One time she longed to pinch her husband’s car; 
and it was wdth infinite difficulty that his sister 
could prevail upon him to undergo the operation. 
Yet this task was ea,sy, in comparison with anijthcr 
she undertook for the gratification of Mrs. Vickie's 
unaccountable desire ; which was no other than to 
persuade the commodore to submit his chin to the 
mercy of the big-bellied lady, who ardently wished 
for an opportunity of plucking three black hairs 
from his beard. When this proposal was first com¬ 
municated to Mr. Trunnion by the husband, his 
answer was nothing but a dreadful effusion of oaths, 


, accompanied with such a stare, and delivered in 
I such a tone of voice, as terrified the poor beseecher 
I into immediate silence; so that Mrs. Grizzle was 
fain to take the whole enterprise upon herself, and 
next day went to the garrison accordingly, where, 
having obtained entrance by means of the lieu¬ 
tenant, who, while his commander was asleep, or¬ 
dered her to he admitted for the joke’s sake, she 
waited patiently till he turned out, and then accosted 
him in the yard, where ho used to perform his 
morning walk. He was thunderstruck at the ap¬ 
pearance of a woman in a place which he had 
hitherto kept sacred from the whole sex, and im¬ 
mediately began to utter an apostrophe to Tom 
Pipes, whose turn it was then to watch; when 
Mrs. Grizzle, falling on her knees before him, 
conjured him with many pathetic suiiplications, to 
hear and grant her request, which was no sooner 
signified, than he bellowed in such an outrageous 
manner, that the whole court i*e-(‘choed the oppro¬ 
brious term bitchy and the word d — lion, which 
he repeated wdth surprising volubility, without any 
I sort of propriety or connexion; and retreated into 
I his penetralia, leaving the baffled devotee in the 
I humble posture she bad so unsuccessfully chosen to 
melt his obdurate heart 

Mortifying as this repulse must have been to a 
lady of lier stately disposition, sh^ did not relinquish 
her aim, hut endeavoured to interest the commo¬ 
dore’s eounsellors and adherents in her cause. 
With this view she solicited the intiTest of ]\Ir, 
Hatchway, who, being highly pleased with a cir¬ 
cumstance so productive of mirth and diversion, 
readily entered into lier measures, and promised to 
employ his whole influence for iier satisfaction, and, 
as forthe boatswain’s mate, he was rendered jirojiiti- 
ous by the pre.scntof a guinea, which she slijiped into 
his hand. In short, lilrs. Grizzle was continually 
engaged in tins negotiation foi the space of ten 
i days, during whieh the commodore was so ince.s- 
santly pestered with her remonstrances, and the 
admonitions of his associates, that he sviore his 
people had a design uppu his life, which beeoming 
a burden to him, he at last complied, and was con¬ 
ducted to the scene like a vietim to the altar, or 
, rather like a reluctant bear, when he is led to the 
stake amidst the shouts and cries of butchers and 
their dogs. After all, this victory was not quite so 
decisive as the conquerors imagined; for the patient 
being set, and the performer iirepared with a pair 
of pincers, a small difficulty occurred. She could 
'■not for some time discern one black hair on the 
whole superficies of Mr. Trunnion’s face; when 
Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and discMineerted, 
had recourse to a magnifying glass that stood upon 
her toilet; and, after a most accurate examination, 
discovered a fibre of a dusky hue, to ■w'hich the in¬ 
strument being applied, Mrs. Pickle pulled it up by 
the roots, to tlie no small discomposure of the owner, 
who, feeling the smart much more severe than he had 
expected, started uj>, and swore he would not part 
with another hair to save them all from d—tion. 

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patieuct* and re¬ 
signation ; Mrs. Grizzle repeated her entreaties 
with great Imiiiility ; but finding him deaf to all 
her prayers, and absolutely bent upon leaving the 
house, she clasped his knees, and begged for the 
love of God, that he would have compassion upon 
a distressed family, and endure a little more for the 
sake of the poor infant who would otherwise be born 
with a grey beard upon its chin. Far from bciije 
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melted, he was rather exasperated hy this reflection ; 
to which he replied with great indignation, “ D—n 
you for a yaw-siglited h— h ! he’ll be hanged long 
enough before he has any beard at all.” So saying, 
he disengaged himself from her embraces, flung 
out at the door, and halted homewards with such 
surprising speed, that the lieutenant could not over¬ 
take liim until he hud arrived at his own gate; and 
Mrs. (Irizzie was so much affected with his escape, 
that her sister, in pure compassion, desired she 
would not afflict herself, protesting that her ow'ii 
wish was already gratified, for she had ])}ucked 
three hairs at once, lufiingfrom the beginning been 
dubious of the commodore’s patience. But tlu* la¬ 
bours of this a^sid^ous kinswoman did n<»t end with 
the achievement oi* this adventure; her elocjuence 
or industry was emploved without ceasing, in tiie 
performaiiee of other tasks impos(‘d by the ingeni¬ 
ous eraft of her sister-in-law, who, at another time, 
eoneeived an insuppressilileafTection flu* a fricassee 
of froiis, which shoukl be the genuine natives of 
France; so that there was a necessity for despateli- 
ing a messenger on purpose to that kingdom. But, 
as she could not depend U]>oii the Inli'gril) of any 
common servant, (lri//!e undertook that pro¬ 
vince, and actually set sail m a eiittvr tor Jkm- 
logue, from w lienee she returned in eight} -uud-forty 
hours with a tub full of those live aimnals, winch, 
being dri'SM’d according to art, her sisler would not 
taste them, on pretence that her fit of longing was 
past; but then her nieliuationsTook a diflerent turn, 
and fixed themselves upon a curious nuplemeut be¬ 
longing to a kuly of quality in tiie ueighbourltood, 
which was reported to be a vt*r} great euriosity; 
this was no other than a porcelain ehainher-pot of 
admirable workmanship, conlrneil b} the honour¬ 
able owner, who kept li for her owtj private use, 
and cherished it as an utensil of im*stimable value. 

Mrs (Inzzle shuddered at the first hint she re¬ 
ceived of her sister's desire to po^se^s tins jiiece of 
furmture, because she knew it was not to be pur¬ 
chased; and the Idd\*s eliaraeler, which was none 
of the most amialile in point of linnianity and eon- 
deseension, forbade all liojies of borrowing it for a 
season; slie therefore attempted to reason down 
this eaprleious appetite, as an extravagance of 
hnagination which ought to be combated and re¬ 
pressed; and Mrs. Fickh*, to all appearance, was 
convineed and satisfied b\ her arguments and ad- 
^iee ; lint, nevertheless, could make use of no other 
convi-mt'iiee, and was threatened with a very dan¬ 
gerous su]»))ression. Boused at the ]ieril in wtiich 
she sujiposed her to lie, Mrs. drizzle flew to the 
lady’s house, and, having obtained a pri\ate au¬ 
dience, di^elosed the melanelioly sitnafion of lier 
sister, and implored the benevolence of h(*r lady- 
siiip ; who, eontrai*} to expectation, received Ikt 
v<'ry graciously, and eonsenti'd to indulge Mrs, 
Fiekle’s longing. Mr. I’iekle began to he out of 
humour at the expense to which he was exposed hy 
the eapriee of his wife, who was herself alarmed at 
this last accident, and, for the future, kejit her fane} 
witliin bounds ; insomuch, that, without being sub¬ 
ject to any more extraordinary trouble, Airs, drizzle 
rea])ed the long-wished-fbr fruits of lier (h^arest 
expectation in tiie birth of a fine hoy, whom her 
fcisier in a few moutlis brought into the world. 

1 shall omit the description of the rejoicings, 
which were infinite, on this important oeeiision, and 
only observe, that Mrs. Fickle’s mother and aunt 
*ttood godmothers, and the coniniodore assisted at 


the ceremony as godfather to the child, who was 
christened by the name of l*eregrinc, in compli¬ 
ment to the memory of a deceased uncle. Wliile 
the mother was confined to her bed, and ineapable 
of maintaining her own authority, Mrs. Grizzle 
took charge of tlie infant by a doulile claim ; and 
superintended wdth surprising vigilance tlic nurse 
and midwife in all the particulars of their respective 
offices, which were performed hy her express di¬ 
rection. But no sooner was Mrs. Fickle in a condi¬ 
tion to re-assume the management of herown afiairs, 
than she thought proper to alter certain regulatioTis 
concerning the child, which had obtained in eou- 
sequeuce of her sister’s orders, directing, among 
other innovations, that the bandages with which 
the infant had been so neatly rolled up, like an 
Eg} ptian mummy, should be loosened and laid aside, 
in order to rid nature of ail re.straint, and give the 
blood free scope to circulate; and with her ow'n 
liaiids she jilunged liim headlong every morning in 
a tub full of cold water. This operation seemed so 
barbarous to the tender-hearted Mrs. (irizzle, that 
she not only opposed it with all her eloquence, 
slieddmg ahundanee of tears over the sacrifice 
when It w'as made, hut took horse immediately, and 
de}iarted for the habitation of an eminent eountry 
ph}sieuin, whom she consulted iu these words: 
“ FriJ}, doctor, is it not both dangerous and cruel to 
he the means of letting a poor tender infant iierish, 
hy sousing it in water as cold as ice?” “ Ves,” 
replied the doctor, “downright murder, I affirm.” 

! see you are u p<Tson of great learning and sa- 
gaeit}," said the other; “and 1 must beg }ou will 
he so go<id as to siguif} }our opinion in your ow« 
handwriting.” The doctor immediately complied 
with lier reipiest, and expressed himself upon a 
slip of paper to this purpose— 

“Tlu'se ire to rerlifj whom It may enneern, that 1 lirmly 
ii(!ievL\ and U is tin utialteiatite opinion, that vvhosocur 
lettiMh an iiiiant peiuh, ity sousing it in coUl men 

tltoiigli tiio said water shnnid not he so cold as icc, is in 
etleci ^’niU> ot the tnnrder of the said inlant—as witness 
irij hand. “Cumimt Coi.uiisth” 

Having obtained this certificate, for which the 
]»h}siciuii was immediatcl} acknow ledgeil, she re¬ 
turned exulting, and hoping, with such authont}, 
to overthrow all opposition. Aeeordingl}, next 
morning, when her nephew’ was about to undergo 
his diurnal Vmptism, she ]>rodueed tlie coinmi''Sion. 
wlierehy she conceived herself empowered tooMT- 
rule such inhuman proceedings. Hut i^he wa> dis¬ 
appointed in her exjieetatkm, confident as it was; 
not that Airs. Fickle pretended to diller in opinion 
from 1 >r. ('oloc} nth, “for whose eliaraeler and sen¬ 
timents,” said she, “1 have such veneration, lhai 1 
siiall earefuily observe the caution implied in this 
vet’} certificate, hy which, far from condemning my 
method of practice, lie only asserts that killing is 
murder; an asseveration, the truth of which, it is to 
be hoped, 1 never shall dispute.” 

Airs. Grizzle, who, sooth to say, had rather loo 
snperfieiall} considered the clause by which she 
thought herself autiioriseil, jierused the juiper with 
more accuracy, and was confounded at her own 
want of penetration. Vet, thougli she was confuted, 
she was b\ no means convinced that her objections 
to the cold bath were unreasonable; on the contrary, 
after having bestowed sundry ojqirobrious ei)it}iets 
on the ph} sician, for his want of knowledge and 
candour, she protested in the most eanicst and 
solemn manner against the pernicious practice of 
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dipping the child; a piece of cnielty vhich, -with 
God’s assistance, she should never suffer to he in¬ 
dicted on her own issue; and washing her hands of 
the melancholy consequence that would certainly 
ensue, shut herself up in her closet, to indulge her 
sorrow and vexation. fc>he was deceived, however, 
in her prognostic. The hoy, instead of declining 
in point of health, seemed to acquire fresh vigour 
from every plunge, as if he had been resolved to 
discredit the wisdom and foresight of his aunt, who, 
in all probability, could never forgive him for this 
want of reverence and respect, 'I’liis conjecture is 
founded upon her behaviour to him in the se(juel 
of his infancy, during which she was known to 
torture him more than once, when she had oppor¬ 
tunities of thrusting pins into his flesh, without any 
danger of being delected. In a word, her aflections 
were in a little time altogether alienated from this 
hope of her family, whom she abandoned to the 
conduct of his mother, whose province it un¬ 
doubtedly was to miyiage the nurture of her own 
child; w'hile she herself resumed her operations 
upon the commodore, whom she w'as resolved at 
any rate to captivate and enslave. And it must he 
owned that Mrs. drizzle s knowledge of the human 
heart never shone so conspicuous, us in the methods 
she pursued for the accomplishment of this im¬ 
portant aim. 

Through the rough unpolished husk that cased 
the soul of Trunnion, she could easily dislinguhsh 
a large share of that vanity and self-conceit that 
generally predominate even in the most savag<* 
breast; and to this she constantly appealed. In his 
presence she always exclaimed against the craft 
and dishonest dissimulation of the world, and Tiever 
fhilod of uttering particular invectives against those 
arts of eliieanery in which the lawyers are so con¬ 
versant, to the prejudice and ruin of their fellow- 
creatures; observing, that, in a sea-faring lite, so 
far as she had opportunities of judging or being 
informed, there was nothing hut friendshij), sin¬ 
cerity, and u hearty contempt for every thing that 
was mean or selllsh. 

This kind of conversation, with the assistance of 
certain particular civilities, insensibly made an im¬ 
pression on the mind of the commodore, and that 
the more etfectuullv, as his former prepossessions 
w'ere built upon very slender foundations. His an¬ 
tipathy to t)ld maids, wliieh he had conceived upon 
hearsay, began gradually to diminish, wlieu lie 
found they were not quite such infernal animals as 
they had been represented; and it v.'is not long 
before he was heard to oiiservc at the eluh, that 
Fickle’s sister had not so mucli of the core of hitch 
in her as he hud imagined. 'I'liis negative compli¬ 
ment, by the medium of her brother, soon readied 
tlie ears of hlrs. Grizzle, who, thus encouraged, 
redoubled all her arts and attention; so tliat, in 
less than three months after, lie iii the same place 
distinguished her with the ejiitliet of a d—ed 
sensible jade. 

Hatchway talking the alarm at this declaration, 
which lie feared foreboded somctliing fatal to his 
interest, told his commander, wdlh a sneer, that she 
had sense enough to bring him to under her stern; 
and he did not doulit but that such an old <‘raz) 
ves.sel would lie the better for being taken in tow. 
“ But, howsomever,” added this andi adviser, “ Td 
have you take care of your ujiper woiks; for if 
once you are made fast to her piKip, egad, she’ll 
5pauk it away, and make every beam in your body 


crack with straining.” Our she-projector’s whoi« 
plan had like to have been ruined by the effect 
which this malicious hint had upon Trunnion, 
whose rage and suspicion being wakened at once, 
his colour changed from tawney to a cadaverous 
pale, nud then shifting to a deep and dusky red, 
.such as we sometimes observe in the sky when it is 
replete with thunder, lie, after his usual preamble 
of unmeaning oaths, answered in these words: 
“D—n ye, you jury-legged dog, you would give 
all the stowage in your hold to be as sound as 
I am; and as for being taken in tow, d'} c see, 
I’m not so disabled hut that 1 can lie my eourbe, 
and perform my voyag<‘ without any a.s.sistance; 
and, egad! no man shall ever see Hawser Trun¬ 
nion lagging a.steru in the wake of e’er a li—h in 
('hristendom.” 

l\lrs. drizzle, who every morning interrogated 
her brother with regard to the subject'of his over¬ 
night’s conversation with his friends, soon received 
the unwelcome news of tlie commodore’s aversion 
to matrimony; and, justly imputing the greatest 
part of his disgust to the satirical iusiiuialions of 
Mr. Hatchway, resolved to level this obstruction to 
her success, and actually found iiieans to interest 
lum in her scheme. JShe had indeed, on some 
occasions, a particular knack at making converts, 
being probably not unacquainted with that grand 
system of persuasion, whieli is adojited by the 
greatest personages of the age, as fi aught with 
maxims much more eflectual than all the eloquence 
of 'I'ully or Demosthenes, even when hupport(*(l by 
the demonstrations of tnitli. Besides, ^Ir. Hatch¬ 
way’s fulelity to liis new ally was eoiiiiriiied by his 
foreseeing in his captain's marriage an infinite fund 
of gratification for his own cynical dusposition. 
'ritus, llieretore, coinerted and properly cautioned, 
he for the future suppressed all the virulence of his 
wit agaiiKst the matrimonial state; and, as he knew 
not how to oj>en his mouth in the positive praise of 
any jierson whatever, took all opportunities of ex¬ 
cepting Mrs. Grizzle by name from the censures 
he liberally bestowed upon the rest of lier sex. 
“She is not a drunkard, like Nan t'astiek of Dept¬ 
ford,” he would say ; “ not a nincompoo]», like Peg 
Simper of Woolwich ; not a hnmstoiie, like Kale 
('oddie of ('hatluim ; nor a .shrew’, hke Nell (Iriffin 
on the J’oint at Portsmouth (ladies to whom, at 
diflereut limes, tlu-y had both paid their addresses); 
imt a light, gtsid-humoured, sensible wench, who 
know.s very well how to box her compass; well 
trimmed aloft, and well sheathed alow, with a good 
carg ‘0 under lier hutelies.” 'The commodore at 
first imagined tliis eomnumdation was ironical, hut 
hearing it rejieateil again and again, w-as filled 
w’ith astonlslimeiit at this surprising change in the 
lieutenant's behaviour; aii<l, after a long fit of 
musing, concluded that Hatchway himself har¬ 
boured a matrimonial design on the person of Mrs. 
Grizzle. 

Pleased wdth this conjecture, he rallied .lack in 
his turn, and one night toasted her health as a com¬ 
pliment to his passion; a circumstance vliieh the 
lady learned next (lay by the usual canal of her 
inteliigenei*, aud interpreting as the result of his 
own tenderness for her, slie congratulated herself 
i:])on the victory she liad obtained ; and, tiiinking 
it unnecessary to continue the reserve she had 
hitherto industriously affected, resolved from that 
day to sweeten Iut behaviour towards him with 
such a dish of affection, aii could not fail to jiersuadc 
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him that he had inspired her with a reciprocal 
tlame. In consequence of this determination, lie 
was invited to dinner, and, while he staid, treated 
with such cloying proofs of her regard, that not 
only the rest of the company, hut even Trunnion 
liiniself, perceived her drift; and, taking the alarm 
accordingly, could not help exclaiming, “ Oho 1 1 
see how the land lies, and if 1 don’t weather the 
point, ril be d—ed.” Having thus expressed him¬ 
self to his afflicted inamorata, he made the best of 
his way to the garrison, in which he shut himself 
up for the space of ten days, and had no commu¬ 
nication with his friends and domestics hut by looks, 
which were most significantly picturesque. 


CHAPTER VII. 

Divers stratagems are invented and put in practice, in order 
10 overcome the obstinacy of Trunnion, who at length is 
teased and tortured into the noose of Wedlock. 

This abrupt departure and unkind declanition 
affected Mrs. Grizzle so much, that she fell sick of 
sorrow and mortification ; and, after having ctm- 
fined herself to her bed for three days, sent for her 
brother, told liiin she ])ereeived her end drawing I 
near, and desired that a lawyer might he brought, 
ill onler to write lier last will, Mr. Pickle, sur- i 
]»rised at her demand, began to act the part of a i 
comforter, assuring her that her distemper was not : 
at all dangerous; and that he would instantly send : 
for a physician, who would convince her that she 
was in no manner of jeopardy; so that there was 
no occasion at present to employ an oflicious attor- ; 
iiey in such a melancholy task. Indeed, tliis affec¬ 
tionate brother was of opinion, that a will was ' 
allogetlier superfluous at any rat(*, as he himself ^ 
was heir at law to his sister’s wiiok* real and per¬ 
sonal estate. Rut she insisted upon his coiujili- 
anee with such <letemunt‘d obstinacy, that he could 
no longer resist h(?r iuiportunities; and a screviner 
arriving, she dictated and executed her will, in 
which she bequeathed to ('omniodorc Trunnion 
one thousand pounds, to purchase a mourning ring, 
which she hoped he would wear as a pledge ofTier 
friendslnp and affection. Her brother, lliough he 
did not much relish this Wstimony of her love, 
nevertheless that same e\eniug gave au account of 
this particular to IVIr. Hatchway, who was also, as 
Mr. Pickle assured him, generously remembered 
by the testatrix. 

I'lie lieutenant, fraught with this piece of intel¬ 
ligence, watched for an opportunity, and as soon as 
he perceived the eomnuKlore's features a liltle un¬ 
bended from that ferotuous contraction Ihev had 
retained so long, ventured to inform him tluit 
Pickle's sister lay at the jjoinl of death, and that 
she had left him a thoiLsand pounds in her wnll. 
'riiis piece of news overwhelmed him with eonfu- 
sion, and Mr. Hatchway imputing his silence to 
remorse, resolv(*d to take advantage of that favour¬ 
able moment, and counselled him to go and visit 
tlie poor young woman, who was dying for love of 
him. Rut his admonition liajipened to be some¬ 
what unseasonable ; for "IVunuioii no sooner heard 
him mention the cause of her disorder, than, his 
morosity recurring, he burst out into a violent fit 
of cursing, and forthwith bt‘took himself again to 
his hammock, w’hcrc he lay uttering, in a low 
growling tone of voice, a repetition of oaths and 
unprecatioiis. for the space of four-and-tweiity 


liours, without ceasing. This was a delicious lueaJ 
to the lieutenant, who eager to enhance the pleasure 
of the entertainment, and, at the same time, con 
(luce to tlie success of the cause he had espoused* 
invented a stratagem, the execution of which had 
all the effect he could desire. He prevailed uiion 
Pipes, who was devoted to his service, to get upon 
the top of the cliimney belonging to the commo¬ 
dore’s chamber, at midnight, and to lower down 
by a rope a bunch of stinking whitings; which 
being performed, he put a speaking trumpet to his 
mouth, and hollowed down the vent, in a voice 
like thunder, “ 'Prunuion ! Trunnion! turn out and 
be spliced, or lie still and be d—ed.” This dread¬ 
ful note, the terror of which was increased by the 
silence and darkness of the night, as well as the 
echo of the passage through which it was conveyed, 
no sooner reached the ears of the astonished com¬ 
modore, than lurning his eye towards the place 
fromwheneclliis solemn address seemed to proceed, 
he beheld a glittering object that vanislied in an 
instant. .Just as his superstitious tear had im¬ 
proved the apparition into some supernatural mes¬ 
senger clothed in shining array, his opinion was 
confirmed b)' a sudden exi>losion, w’hich he took for 
thunder, though it was no other than the noise of a 
pistol tired down the chimney by the boatswain’s 
mail’, according to tlie instructions he ha<l re¬ 
ceived ; and he had time enough to descend before 
he was in any danger of being detected by liis 
commander, who could not for a whole hour recol¬ 
lect himself from the amazement and consternation 
which had overpowered his faculties. 

At length, however, he got up, and rung his hell 
with great agitation. He repeated the summons 
more than once ; but no regard being paid to thi.s 
alarm, his dread returned with double terror; a 
cold sw’cat bedi'wcd his limb.s, his knees knocked 
together, his hair bristled up, and the remains of 
his teeth won* sliatteredlo ])ieccs in the convulsive 
vibrations of his jaws. 

In the midst of this agony, he made one despentte 
efibrt, and, bursting open the door of his apart¬ 
ment, bolted into IJatchwaj's chamber, which 
Iha^ipened to be on the same floor. There lie found 
the lieutenant in a counterfeit swoon, who pre¬ 
tended to wake from his trance in an ejaculation 
of “liord have mercy upon us I" and, being 
questioned by the terrified coimnodore, with regard 
to wliat hud ha|»pened, assured him ht* had heard 
the same voice and clap of thunder by which 
Trunnion himself had been discoinjioscd. 

J’ipes, whose turn it was to watch, concurred in 
giving evidence to the same purpose; and the 
eonnnodore not only owned that he had heard the 
voice, hut likewise coiumunicati'd his mmou, witli 
all the aggravation which his disturbed fancy 
suggest<‘(l. 

A consultation immediately ensiierl, in which 
Mr. Hatchway very gravely observed, that the 
iing(*r of (jod was plainly pereoivable in those sig¬ 
nals; and that it would lie both sinful and foolish 
to disregard his eommaiuls, especially as the match 
^imposed was, in all respects, more advantageous 
than any that one of his years ami infirmities could 
reasonably expect; declaring, that, for his own 
part, be w'ould not (uidanger his soul and body, by 
living one day longer under the same roof with a 
man who despised the holy will of heaven ; and 
Tom I’ipes adhered to the same pious resolution. 

Trunnion’s perseverance could not resist the 
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number and diversity of considerations that as¬ 
saulted it; he revolved in silence all the opposite 
inotiv(‘s that occurred to his reflection; and after 
having been, to all appearance, bewildered in the 
labyrinth of his own thoughts, he wiped the sweat 
from his forehead, and, heaving a i)iteous groan, 
yielded to their remonstrances, in these words: 
“Well, since it must be so, I think we must e’en 
grapple. Rut, d—n my eyes! ’tis a (1 —vd hard 
case that a follow of my years should be compelled, 
d’y^e see, to beat up to windward all the r(*st of his 
lite, against the current of his own inclination.’* 

Thi^ important article being discussed, IMr. 
Hatchway std out in the morning to visit the de- 
8pairing8hepherdess,and was handsomely rewarded 
for the enlivening tidings with which he blessed 
her ears. Sick as she was, she could not help 
liiughiug heartily at the contrivance, in conse¬ 
quence of which her swain’s assent had been ob¬ 
tained, and gave the Ih’utenant ten guineas for 

om Pipes, in consideration of the })art he acted 
in the farce. 

In the afternoon, the commodore suffered him¬ 
self to be conveyed to her aparlment, like a felon 
to execution, and was received by her in a lan¬ 
guishing manner, and genteel (hshahille, accom¬ 
panied by her sister-in-law, wlio was, for very 
obvhnis reasons, extremely solicitous about her 
siicc(*sfi, ’riiough the lieiiteiiaut had tutored him, 
touching his behaviour at this interview, he made 
a thousand wry faces before he could pronouuee 
the sini}»le salutation of “How (fye?” to his mis¬ 
tress ; and, after his counsellor luui urged him with 
twenty or thirty whisjiers, to each of which lu‘ had 
replied aloud, “D—n your e}«-s, 1 won’t,” he got 
up, and halting towards the couch on whieli ^lrs. 
(trizzh‘ reclined in a state of strange expectation, 
he seized her liand, and pressed it to his liyis ; but 
this j)ieee of gallantry hi* yierfonned in such a r(‘- 
luctant, uncouth, indignant manner, that the iiymjdi 
had need of all Itc*r resolution to endure the com¬ 
pliment without shrinking; and he himself w'as so 
disconcerted at what he iiad done, that he instantly 
retired to the other end of the room, ■where he sat 
silent, broiling witli sliaiue and vexation. Airs. 
X’ickle, like a sensible matron, quitted the place, on 
pretence of going to the nursery ; and Mr. llatcli- 
w'ay, taking the hint, recollected that lie had left 
his tobacco pouch in the jiarlour, whither he imme¬ 
diately descended, leaving the two lovers to their 
mutual eiuh'urineiits. Never had the eoininoilore 
found himself in such a disagreeable dilemma be¬ 
fore. II(‘ sat in an agony of suspense, as if he 
every moment dreailed the dissolution of nature j 
and the imploring sighs of his future bride added, 
if possible, to the pangs of his distress. Impatient 
of his situation, he rolled his e} e around in quest of 
some relief, and unable to contain himself, ex- 

elaiiued, “D-tioii seize tiie fellow and his jKuich 

too I J believe he has sheered ofll and left me liere 
in the stays.” Airs. Grizzle, who could not help 
taking some notice of this manitestation of chagrin, 
lamented her unhappy fate in being so disagreeable 
to him, that he could not jiut up with her company 
for a few moments without rejnniiig; and began in 
very lender terms to reproach him with his inhu¬ 
manity and indifference. To this expostulation he 
replied, “ZoundsI what would the woman have? 
Let the parson do his office when he wool; here I 
am ready to be reeved in the matrimonial block, 
d’ye see, and d—n all nonsensical palaver.” So 


saying, he retreated, leaving his mistress not at all 
disobliged at his plain dealing. That some evening 
the treaty of marriage was brought upon the carpet, 
and, by means of Mr. Fickle and the lieutenant, 
settled to the satisfaction of all parties, without thn 
intervention of lawyers, whom Mr. X'runnion ex» 
pressly excluded from all share in the business | 
making that condition the indispensable preliminary 
of the whole agreement. Things Ijeing brought to 
this bearing, Airs. Grizzle’s heart dilated with joy 
her health, which, by the by, was never danger¬ 
ously impaired, she recovered as if by enchant¬ 
ment; and a day being fixed for the nuptials, 
employed the short period of her celibacy in clioos- 
ing oruaments for the celebration of her entranee 
into the married state. 

CIIArTEH vni. 

Preparations arc made for the Coinmodoro’s Weddm},', which 
is delayed by an Accident that hurried linn the Lord kuovm 
whitlier. 

’I'hk fame of this extraordinary conjunction spread 
all over the county : and on the day jqipoiuted for 
their spousals, the church was surrounded h) an 
inconceivable multitude. I’hc commodore, to give 
a .speeimen of his gallantry, by llu* advict* of his 
friend Hatchway, resolved to appear on horseback 
on the grand oeeasion, at the head of all his male 
attendants, whom he had rigged with the ■white 
shirts and black eajis formerly belonging to his 
barge’s crew ; and he bought a couple of hunters 
for the accoinniodatiou of himself and Ins lieutenant. 
With this equ'qiage then he set out froTU the garri¬ 
son for the church, after having desjiatehed a mes¬ 
senger to apprise the bride that lie and his company 
were mounted. She got imnnuiiately into the 
coach, accompanied by her brother and lus wife, 
and drove directly to the jdace of assignation, where 
several pews were demolished, and divers persons 
almost jiressed to death, by the eagerness of the 
crowd that broke in to see the ceremony perfornx'd. 
’I'lius arrived at the altar, and the priest in attend¬ 
ance, they waited a whole half hour for the com¬ 
modore, at whose slow’iiess they began to lu‘ under 
some apprehension, and accordingly disinis.scd a 
servant to quicken his puce. The valet having 
rode something more tlian a mile, esjiied {»he whole 
troop disposed in a long field, <'rossiiig the road 
ohlKpiely, and headed by the bridegroom uii<l his 
friend l-Jatchway, who, finding himself hindered by 
a hedge from jiroeeeding farther in the saim* direc¬ 
tion, fired a pistol, and stood over to the other side, 
making an obtuse angle* with the line of his former 
course; and the rest of the squadron fbllovvi*d lus 
example, keejiing always in the rear of eaeli other 
like a flight of wild geese. 

Surprised at this strange method of journeying, 
the messenger came up, and told the commodore 
that his lady and her conqiany expected him in the 
church, where they liad tarried a eonsiderable time, 
and were hegiiiiiing to be very uneasy at his delay ; 
and therefore desired he would jiroeeed with more 
exjiedition. To this message Air. Trunnion replied, 

“ Hark ye, brother, don’t you see we make all jios- 
sible speed? go back, and tell thosi* who sent you, 
that the wind has shifted since we w<‘ighed anchor, 
and that w’c are obliged to make very short trips, 
in tacking, by reason of the narrowness of thf 
channel; and that, as we lie within six ])oints f» 
the wind, they must make some allowance ^ft 
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variation and leeway.” “ Lord, sir!” said the valet, 
“what occasion have you to go zig-zag in that 
nianner? I>o hut clap spurs to your horses, and 
ride straight forward, and I’ll eng*ag« you shall he 
at the church porch in less than a quarter of an 
hour.” “ What I right in the wind’s eye?” answered 
tlie cemmander, “aheyl hrothcr, where did you 
learn your navigation ? Hawser Trunnion is not to 
be taught at this time of day how to lie his course, 
orjceep his own reekoning. And as for you, bro¬ 
ther, you best know the trim of your own frigate.” 
The courier finding he had to do with peojde who 
would not be easily persuaded out of their own 
opinions, returned to the temple, and made arej)ort 
of what he hiul seen and heard, to the no small con¬ 
solation of the bride, who had begun to discover 
some signs of disquiet. Composed, however, by 
this piece of intelligence, she exerted her patience 
for tiie space of another half hour, during which 
period, seeing no bridi'grooni arrive, she was ex¬ 
ceedingly iilurmed ; so that all the spectators could 
easily perceive her perturbation, which manifested 
itself in frequent palpitations, heart-heavings, and 
alterations of countenance, in spite of the assistance 
of a smeHing bottle, which she incessantly applied 
to her nohtnls. 

Various were the conjectures of the company on 
this oc<'asion. Some imagined ho had mistaken 
the ]iluee of rendezvous, as lie had never been at 
clnircli since he first settled in that parish ; others 
helit'ved he had met with some aecidtuit, in conse¬ 
quence of winch his attendants had carried him 
[lack to his own house; and a third set, in w'hich 
the bride herself was thought to he comprehended, 
L'oiiUl not help suspecting tlial the commodore had 
fhangc<l his mind. But all these suppositious, in¬ 
genious as tliej were, happened to he wide of the 
true cause that (hdaiued Inin, which wa-s no'other 
than this.—'rhe commodore and his crew' had, by 
rlint of turning, almost weathered the parson’s 
house tliaf stood to windward of the ehureh, when 
the notes of a pack of hound.s unlnckily reached 
the ears of the two hunters wlneh ’J'rnnnion and the 
lieutenant bestrode. These fieel animals no sooner 
beard the enlivening sound, than, eager for the 
chase, lliev sprung away all of a sadden, and 
strained every mu’ve to partake ot the sjiort, fiew’ 
.KMossthe fields with incredible speed, overleaped 
hedges and ditches, and everytliing in tlieir way, 
without the least regard to their unfortunate riders. 
'I’lie lieutenant, winise ste<‘d h;ul got the heels of 
tlie Ollier, finding it wamkl be great folly' and pre- 
sumjition in him to pretend to keep the sadillewith 
his wooden leg, very wisely look the opportunity' 
of throw'iiig huuself off in his passage through a 
field of rich clover, among wliieh he lay at his ease; 
and seeing his captain advancing at full gallop, 
hailed him with tlie salutation of “ Wluit cheer? 
ho!” T'he conmiodore, who was in infinite dis- 
tiess, eyeing him askance, as he passed, replied 
with a faltering voice, “O d—-n you ! you are safe 
at an anchor; I wish to God 1 were as fust moored.” 
Nevertheless, conscious of his <lisahled heel, he 
would not venture to try the experiment which hud 
succeeded so well w-ith Hatchway, hut resolved to 
stick us close as possible to his horse’s hack, until 
Providence should interpose in his behalf. With 
this view he dropped his whip, and with his right 
hand laid fast hold on the pummel, contracting 
every muscle in his body to secure himself in the 
seal, and grinning most formidably, in consequejice 


' of tliis exertion. In this attitude he was hurried 
on a considerable way, when all of a sudden hia 
view was comforted by a five-bar gate that appeared 
before him, as ho never doubted that there the 
career of his hunter must necessarily end. But, 
alas! he reckoned without his host. Far from 
halting at this obstruction, the horse sprung over 
it with amazing agility', to the utter confusion and 
disorder of his ow’ner. who lost his hat and periwig 
in the leap, and now began to think in good earnest 
that he was actually mounted on the back of the 
devil. He recommended himself to God, his re¬ 
flection forsook him, his eyesight and all his other 
senses failed, he quitted the reins, and, fastening by 
in.stinct on the mane, w'as in tins condition con¬ 
veyed into the midst of the sportsmen, who were 
astonished at the sight of such an apparition. Nei- 
tlier was their surprise 1o be wondered at, if we 
reflect on the figure that presented itself to their 
view'. ’J'he commodore’s person was at all times an 
object of admiration ; much more so on this occa¬ 
sion, when every singularity' was aggravated by 
the circumstances of his dre.ss and disaster. 

He had put on, in honour of his nuptials, his best 
coat of blue broad cloth, cut by a tailor of Kamsgate, 
and trimmed with five dozen of brass buttons, 
large and small; his breeches were of the same 
piece, fastened at the knees with large bunches of 
tape; his w'uisteout w'as of red plush, lapelled with 
green velvet, and garni.shed witli vellum holes ; his 
boots bore an infinite re.semblance, both in colour 
andBha|K*,toapairofleathorbuckets; bis shoulder 
was graced with a broad buff belt, from whence de¬ 
pended a huge hanger with a hilt like that of a 
backsword: and on ouch side of his pummel appeared 
a rusty pistol, rammed in a ease covered w itii a l>car- 
skin. ’I’lielossof histie periwigund laced hat, which 
were curiosities of the kind, did not at all conlrihute 
to the improvement of the picture, but, on the con¬ 
trary, by exhibiting his bald pate, and the natural 
exb'nKion of liis lanthorn jaws, added to the pecu¬ 
liarity and extravagance of iho whole. iMieh a 
spectaek* eonld not have failed of diverting the 
whole company from the chase, had his hoive 
thought propi‘r to pursin* a different route, hut the 
beast w.is too keen a spovlcr to choose any otlier 
way than tlrat which the stag followed; ami, 
therefore, without stopping to gratify the eurio.sity 
of tlie spectators, he, in a few niimites, outstrijiped 
every hunter in tin* field. There being a deep 
hollow way betwixt him and the hounds, rather 
than ride round about the length of a furlong to a 
path that crossed the lane, he transported himself, 
at one jump, to the unspeakable aMonislmHuit and 
terror of a w aggoner who chanced to be underneath, 
and .saw this phenomenon fly over his carriage. 
Tliis was not the only adventure he achieved. The 
stag having taken a deep river that lay in his way, 
every man directed his course to u bridge in the 
neighbourhood; but our bridegroom’s courser, 
despising all such eonven’u’iu'cs. jilunged into the 
stream without hesitation, and swam iu a twinkling 
to the opposite shore This sudden immersion into 
an element, of which 'rruunion w’as properly a 
native, in all probability helped to recruit the 
exhausted spirits of his rider, who, at his landing 
on llie other side, gave some tokens of sensation, 
by hallooing aloud for assistance, which he could 
not possibly receive, because his horse still main¬ 
tained the advantage he hud gained, and would not 
allow' himself to be overtaken. 
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In short, after a long chase that lasted several 
hours, and extended to a dozen miles at least, he 
was the first in at the deatli of the deer, being 
seconded by the lieutenant’s gelding, which, actuated 
by the same spirit, had, without a rider, followed 
his companion’s example. 

Our bridegroom finding himself at last brought 
up, or, in other words, at the end of liis career, 
took the opportunity of the first pause, to desire the 
huntsmen would lend him a hand in dismounting ; 
and was by their condescension safely placed on 
th(‘ grass, where he sat staring at the company as 
they came in, with such wildness of astonishment 
in ids looks, as if he had been a creature of another 
species, dropped among them from the clouds. 

Heforo they had fleshed the hounds, however, he 
recollected iiimself, and seeing one of the sportsmen 
take a small flask out of his poeket and aj)ply it to 
liis mouth, judged the cordial to be no other than 
neat Clognae, which it really was! and expressing 
a desire of participation, was immediately acoom- 
modated with a moderate dose, which perfectly 
completed his recovery. 

JJ) this time he and his two horses had engrossed 
the atteiition of the whole crowd; while some 
admired the elegant proportion and uncommon 
spirit of the two animals, the rest eontemjjlated the 
surprising appeamnee of their master, whom before 
they had only seen cn pamanf; and at length one 
of the gentlemen accosting him very courteously, 
signified his wonder at seeing him in such an 
equipage, and asked him if he liad not droj»ped his 
eomj)anion by the way. “ Why, look ye, hiother,” 
replied the commodore, “mayhap you think me 
♦an odd sort of a fellow, seeing me in this trim, 
especially as 1 have lost part of my rigging ; hut 
this here is the ease, d’ye see; I weighed anchor 
from my own house this morning at ten A.M., with 
fair weather and a favourable breeze at south- 
Fouth-i‘ast, being bound to the next church on the 
voyage of matrimony; but howsomever, we had 
n(»t run down a (juarter of a league, when the wind 
shifting, blowed directly in our teeth ; so that we 
wore forced to tack all the way, d’jo see, and had 
almost beat up within sight of the port, when these 
sons of bitches of horses, which J Imd bought but 
two dajs before (for my own part, 1 believe lhi*y 
are devils incarnate), luffed round in a trice, and 
then refusing the helm, drove away like lightning 
with me and my lieutenant, who soon came t() 
anchor in an exceeding good berth. As for my 
own part, I have bemi carruMl over rocks, and flats, 
and quicksands ; among which I haYe])it<-hedaway 
a special good tie jieriwig, and an iron-bound hat; 
and at last, thank (led! am got into smooth uater 
and safe riding; but if over 1 venture my carcass 
upon stieh a hare’em scarc’cTn blood of a biteli 
again, niy name is not Hawser Trunnion, d—ii my 
eyes!” 

One of the company, struck w’ith his name, 
which he had often heard, immediately laid hold on 
his declaration at the close of this singular account; 
and observing that his horses were very vicious, 
asked how he intended to return; “As for that 
mutter,” replied Mr. Trunnion, “ I am rcsolvi'd to 
hire a sledge or waggon, or such a thing as a jack¬ 
ass ; for ril be d—d if ever 1 cross the hack of a 
horse again.” “And what do you propose to do 
with these creatures ?” said the other, pointing to 
the hunters; “ they seem to liave some mettle; hut 
then they arc mere colts, and will take the devil and 


all of breaking. MetbinkvS this binder one is 
shoulder-slipped.” “J)—u them,” cried the com¬ 
modore, “ I wish both their necks were broke, thof 
the two cost me forty good yellow-hoys.” “ Forty 
guineas!” exclaimed the stranger, who was a squire 
and a jockey, as well a.s owner of the pack, “ J^ord ! 
Lord! how a man may be imposed upon! Why, 
these cattle are clumsy enough to go to plough ; 
mind what a flat counter; do bnt observe how 
sharp this here one is in the withers; then he’s 
fired in the further fetlock.” In short, this con¬ 
noisseur in hors<*-flcsh, having discovered in them 
all the defects which can possibly be found in that 
species (^f animals, offered to give him ten guineas 
for the two, saying he would convert them into 
beasts of burden.—The owner, who, after what had 
happened, was very well disposed to listen to any 
thing tliat was said to their prejudice, iinplioitly 
b(*lievod the truth of the stranger’s asseverations, 
discharged a furious volley of oaths against the 
rascal wlio had taken him in, and fortliwith struck, 
a bargain with the squire, who paid him instantly 
for Ids purchase ; in consequence of which be won 
the plate at the next Canterbury races. 

This affair being transacted to the mutual satis¬ 
faction of both parties, us well as to the general 
entertainment of the company, who laughed in 
their sleeve.s at the dexttrity of their friend. 
Trunnion was set upon tlie squire’s own horse, and 
led by his servant in the midst of this eavaleatle, 
■which jiroceeded to a neighhouring village, whore 
they had bespoke dinner, and where our bridegi’oom 
found means to provide himself with aiioth<*r hat 
and wig. With regard to his marriage, lie bore Ins 
di.»>appoiutment with the temper of a philosopher; 
and the exm-ciso he had undergone having quick¬ 
ened his uppi'tite, sat down at table in the midst of 
his new acquaintance, making a very hearty tneai, 
and moisU‘riing every morsel with a draught of the 
ale, which be found very much to his satisfaction. 


CHAPTEK IX. 

lie is found by the Lieutenant; leeoridurtcd to his own House; 
Married to Mis. Grizzle, who meets with a small Mis¬ 
fortune in the Nifjht, and asseits her Prero^jativc next 
tnorning ; in consequence of wliieli, her Husbantl’h eye is 
endangered. * 

Mkanwhii.k Lieutenant Hatchway made shift to 
hobble to the ehureli, where he iidormed the com- 
]>any of what had luqipencd to the commodore; 
ami the bride beliaved with great decency on the 
occasion ; for, as soon as she understood the danger 
to which h(*r future iiusband was exposed, she 
luinted in the arms of her sister-in-law, to the sur¬ 
prise of all the spectators, who could not eoinpro- 
heud the cause of her disorder; and when she was 
reeovei’cd by the apjrlieation of smelling bottles, 
earnestly begged that JMr. Hatchway and 7'om I’ijies 
would take Jier brother’s coach, and go in quest of 
their commander. 

This task they readily undertook, being escorted 
by all the rest of his adherents on horseback; while 
the bride and her friends were invited to the par¬ 
son’s bouse, and the ceremony deferred till another 
occasion. 

The lieutenant, .steering his course as near the 
line of direction in which Trunnion went off, as the 
coach-road would pennit, got intelligence of his 
track from one farm-house to another* for such an 
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apparition could not fail of attracting particular 
notice; and one of the horsemen having picked up 
hU hat and wig in a hyc-path, the whole troop 
entered the village where he was lodged, about four 
o’cloek in the afternoon. When they understood 
he was safely houficd at the George, they rode up 
to the door in a body, and exj)ressed their Ratisfac- 
tion in three cheers ; which w<*pe returned by the 
company within, as soon as they were instnie.ted in 
the nature of the salute by Trunnion, who by this 
time had entered into all the jollity of his new 
friends, and was indeed more than half seas over. 
The lieutenant was introduced to all present as his 
sworn brother, and had something tossed up for his 
dinner. Tom I’ipes and the crew were regaled in 
another room; and afresh pair of horses being put 
to the coach, about six in the evening the commo¬ 
dore, with all his attendants, departed for the . 
garrison, after having shook hands with every indi- ! 
vulual in the house. ' 

Without any farther accident, he was conveyed 
in safety to his own gate, before nine, and committed 
to the care of Pijies, who carried him instantly to 
his hammoek, while the lieutenant was driven away 
to the place where the bride and herfriendsremained 
in great anxiety, which vanished when he assured 
them that his commodore was safe, being succeeded 
by abundance of mirth and })leasautry at the 
account he gave of Trunnion's adventure. 

Another day was fixed for the nuptials; and, in 
order to balk the curiosity of idle jjeople, which 
had given great ofl'enee, the parson was prevailed 
upon to perform the ceremony in the garri.son, which 
all that day was adorned with flags and y)endants 
dispia}ed, and at night illuminated by the direction 
of llutchway, who also ordered the i)ateroroes to be 
fired as soon the marriage knot was tied. Neither 
were the other parts of the entertainment neglected 
by this ingenious contriver, who produced unde¬ 
niable proofs of bis elegance and art in the w'edding 
supper, w'liicdi had been committed to his manage¬ 
ment and direction. This genial banquet was 
entirely composed of sea-dishes; a huge j»inaw', 
consisting of a large piece of beef sliced, a couple 
of fow’ls, and half a peek of rice, sriKiked in the 
middle of the board ; a disli of hard fish swimming 
in oil, iqipeared at each end, the sides being fur¬ 
nished with a mess of that savoury eomi)osition 
known by the name of lob’s course, and a plate of 
salmagundy. The second course disjilayod a goose 
of a monstrous magnitude, flanked with two guinea 
hens, a pig barbecued, an hock of salt pork m the 
midst of a pease pudding, a log of mutton roasted, 
with potatoes, and another boiieil with yams. The 
third service was made np with a loin of fresh pork 
w'lth apple sauce, a kid smothered with onions, and 
a terrapin baked in the shell; and last of all, a pro¬ 
digious sea pie was presented, with an infinite 
volume of pancakes and fritters. That every thing 
might 1 h* answerable to the magnifieence of this 
delicate feast, he had provided vast quantities of 
strong beer, flip, rumbo, and burnt brandy, with 
plenty of Uarbadoes water, for the latlies; and hired 
all the fiddles within six miles, who, with the addi¬ 
tion of a drum, bagpipe, and Welch harp, regaled 
tlie guests with a most melodious concert. 

The company, who were not at all exceptions, 
seemed extremely well pleased with every particu¬ 
lar of the entertainment; and the evening btdng 
spent in the most social manner, the bride W'as by 
her sister conducted to her apartment, where, how¬ 


ever, a trifling circumstance had like to have 
destroyed the harmony which had been hitherto 
maintained. 

1 have already observed, that there was not one 
standing bed wdihin the w^alls; therefore the reader 
will not W’ondcp that Mrs. Trunnion was out of 
humour, when she found herself under the neces¬ 
sity of being confined with her spouse in a hammock, 
which, though enlarged with a double portion of 
canvass, and dilated with a yoke for the occasion, 
was at best hut a disagreeable, not to say dangerous, 
situation. She accordingly complained with some 
warmth of this inconvenience, which she imputed 
to disrespect, and at first absolutely refused to put 
up witli the expedient; hut Mrs. Tickle soon brought 
luT to reason and compliance, by observing that one 
night would soon he elapsed, and next day she might 
regulate her own economy. 

Thus j^ersnaded, she ventured into the vehicle, 
and was visited by her husband in less than an hour, 
the company being departed to their own homes, 
and the garrivSon left to the command of his lieu¬ 
tenant and mate. Hut it seems the hooks that 
Ruj>portecl this swinging couch were not calculated 
fi)r the addition of weight which they were now- 
destined to hear; and therefore gave wa^ in the 
middle of the night, to the no small terror of Mrs. 
'iVunnion, vho jKTeeiving herself falling, screamed 
aloud, and by that exclamation brought llutchway, 
with a light, into the chamber. 'J'hough she had 
received no injury by the fall, she was oxtromely 
discomposed and incensed at the accident, which she 
oven openly ascribed to the obstinacy and whimsical 
oddity of the commodore, in such ]>ctulant terms as 
evidently declan'd that she thought her great aim 
accomplished, and her authority secured against all 
the shocks of fortune. Indeed her bedfellow seemed 
to ho of the same opinion, by his tacit resignation ; 
for he made no reply to her insinuations, but with a 
most vinegar aspect, crawled out of his nest, and 
btdook himself to rest in another apartment, while 
his irritated spouse dismissed the lieutenant, and 
from the wreck of the hammock made an oceasion.Hl 
bed for herself on the floor, fully determined to 
provide better aeeoniinodatlon for the next night's 
lodging. 

Having no inclination to sleep, her thoughts, 
during the remaining part of the night, wore en- 
gros'^ed by u scheme of refonnation she was 
resolved to execute in the family; and no sooner 
did the first lark bid salutation to tbc morn, than, 
starting from her humble couch, and huddling on 
her clothes, she sallied from her chamber, explored 
her way through paths before unknown, and in the 
course of her researches, perceived a large hell, to 
■w’hich she made such cftcetual application, as 
alarmed eveiy soul in the family. In a moment 
she was surrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, and all 
the rest of the servauts, half-dressed; but seeing 
none of the foiiiinine gender appear, she began to 
storm at the sloth aud laziness of the maids, who, 
she observed, ought to have been at work an hour 
at least before she called; and then, for the first 
time, understood that no woman w'as penuitted to 
sleep within the walls. 

{She did not fail to exclaim against this regula¬ 
tion ; and being informed that the cook and chum- 
hermaid lodged in a sinall office-house, that stood 
without the gate, ordered the draw-bridge to be let 
dowm, and in person beat up their quarters, com¬ 
manding them forthwith to set about scouring the 
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rooms, which had not been hitherto kept in a very 
decent condition, while two men were immediately 
employed to transport the bed on which she used 
to lie, from her brother’s housb to her new habita¬ 
tion ; BO that, in less than two hours, the whole 
economy of the garrison was turned topsy-turvy, 
and every thing involved in tumult and noise.— 
Trunnion being disturbed and distracted with the 
uproar, turned out in his shirt like a maniac, and 
arming himself with a cudgel of crab-tree, made an 
irruption into his wife’s apartment, where perceiv¬ 
ing a couple of carpenters at work, in joining a 
bedstead, he, with many dreadful oaths and oppro¬ 
brious invectives, ordered them to desist, swearing, 
he would sufler no hulk-heads nor hurricane houses 
to stand where he was muster; but finding his re¬ 
monstrances disregarded by these mechanics, who 
believed him to he some madman belonging to the 
family, who had broke from his confinement, he 
assaulted them both with great fury and indignation, 
and was handled so roughly in the eueountor, that, 
in a very short time, he measured his length on the 
floor, iu consequence of a blow that he received 
from a hammer, by w'liicli the sight of his remain¬ 
ing eye was grievously endangered. 

iiaving thus reduced liim to a state of subjection, | 
they resolved to secure him with cords, and were . 
actually busy in adjusting his fetters, when he was 
exempted from the disgrace, by the accidental en- ' 
trance of his spouse, who rescued him from the 
hands of his adversaries, and, in the midst of her 
condohuice, imputed his misfortune to the inconsi¬ 
derate roughness of his own disposition. 

He breathed nothing hut revenge, and made some 
cflbrts to chastise th<* insolence of the workmen, 
who, as soon as they iinderstoofl his (pmlity, a-sked 
forgiveness for what they had done, with great 
humility, protesting that they did not know he was 
master of the house. Hut, tar from being satisfied 
with this apology, he groped about for the bell (the 
inflammation of his eye having utterly deprived him 
of sight), and the roj>e being, by the jiriTaution of 
the delinquents, conveyed out of his reach, began 
to storm with incredible vociferation, like a lion 
roaring iu the toil, iiouring forth innumerable oaths 
and execrations, and calling by name Hatchway 
and ripes, who, being within hearing, obeyed the 
extraordinary summons, and were ordered to put 
the eari)enters in irons, for having audaciously 
assaulted him in his own house. 

His myrmidons seeing he had becncvil-entreati‘d, 
were exasperated at the insult he had suftere<l, 
which they considered as an aftVont upon the dig¬ 
nity of the garrison: the more so, as the mutineers 
seemed to put themselves in a ])osture of defence, 
and set their authority at defiance. They there¬ 
fore unsheathed their cutlasses, which they com¬ 
monly wore as budges of their commission; and a 
desperate engagement, in all probability, would 
have ensued, had not the lady of the castle inter¬ 
posed, and prevented the etfects of their animosity 
by {issuriiig the lieutenant that the commodore had 
been the aggressor, and that the workmen finding 
themselves attackwl in such an extraordinary 
manner, by a person whom they did not know, 
were obliged to act in their own defence, by which 
he had received that unlucky contusion. 

Mr. Hatchway no sooner learnt the sentiments 
of Mrs. Trunnion, than sheathing his indignation, 
be told the commodore that he should always be 
ready to execute bis lawful commands, hut that he 


could not in conscience be concerned in oppress¬ 
ing poor people who had been guilty of no offence. 

’ilns unexpected declaration, together with the 
behaviour of his wife, who in his hearing desired 
the carpenters to resume their work, filled the 
breast of Trunnion with rage and mortification. 
He pulled off his woollen night-cap, pummell’d his 
hare pate, beat the floor alternately with his feet, 
swore his people had betrayed him, and cursed 
himself to the lowest pit of hell, for having admitted 
such a cockatrice into his family. Hut all these 
exclamations did not avail 5 they were among the 
last essays of his resistance to the will of his wife, 
whose influence among his adherents had already 
swallowed up his own, and who now peremptorily 
told him, that he must leave the management of 
every thing within doors to her, who understood 
best what was for his honour and advantage. iShe 
then ordered a poultice to he prepared for his eye, 
which being apj)lied, he was committed to the care 
of I’ipes, by whom he was led about the house Ukc 
a blind bear growling for prey, w'hile his indus¬ 
trious yoke-fellow executed every circumstanc(‘ of 
the plan she had projected; so that, when he re¬ 
covered his vision, he was an utter stranger in his 
own house. 

CHAJ*TER X. 

The Commodore beinR in some cases restive, ius Lady has 
recourse to ArtlftcL* in the establishment of her Tin one 
She exhibits symptoms of Pregnancy, to the unspeakable 
joy of Trunnion, who ncveitheless is baulked in his ex¬ 
pectation. 

TiiKSK innovations were not effected without many 
loud objections on his part: and divers curious 
dialogues passed between him and his )oke-fellow. 
who always came ofl'victorious from the dispute; 
insomuch that his countenance gradually fell; he 
began to suppress, and at length entirely devoured 
his chagrin ; the terrors of hujKTior authority w'ere 
plainly perceivable in his features, and 111 less than 
three mouths he became a thorough-paced husband. 

that luB obstinacy was extinguished, though 
overcome; in some things he was as inflexible and 
mulish as ever; but tiieii he durst not kick so 
openly, and was reduced to the lu'oessity of being 
passive iu his resentments. Mrs. Tninnion, for 
example, jiroposed that a coach and six should he 
purchased, as she could not ride on horseback, and 
the chaise was a scandalous carriage for a pi-rson 
of her condition ; the eoininodore, eonscious of his 
own inferior capacity in point of reasoning, did not 
think proper to disjuite the firojiosal, hut lent a 
deaf ear to her remonstvaucos, though they were 
enforced with every argument which she thought 
could soothe, terrify, shame, or decoy him into coin- 
pliaiic(‘. in vain did she urge the excess of affec¬ 
tion she had for him, as meriting some return of 
tenderness and condescension ; he was even proof 
against certain menacing hints she gave, touching 
the resentment of a slighted woman ; and he stood 
out against all the considerations of dignity or 
disgrace, like a bulwark of brass, hleither was he 
moved to any indecent or unkind expressions of 
contradiction, even when she upbraided him with 
his sordid disposition, and put him in mind of the 
fortune and honour he had acquired by his marriage, 
but seemed to retire within himself, like a tortoise 
when attacked, that shrinks within its shell, and 
silently endured the scourge of her reproaches, 
without seeming sensible of the sniait. 
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UnB, however, was the only point in which she 
bad been baffled since her nuptials; and as she 
could by no means digest the miscarriage, she 
tortured her invention for some new plan, by which 
she might augment her influence and autliority. 
What her genius refused was supplied by accident; 
for she. hud not lived four months in the garrison, 
when she was seized witli frequent qualms and 
retchings, her breasts began to harden, and her 
stonjaeh to be remarkably prominent *, in a word, 
she congratulated herself on the symptoms of lier 
own fertility, and the commodore was transported 
with joy at the prospect of an heir of his own 
begetting. 

She knew this was the proper season for vindi¬ 
cating her t)wn sovereignty, and accordingly em¬ 
ployed the moans w’hieh nature hud put in her 
power. There was not a rare piece, of furniture and 
apparel for which slje did not long; and one day 
as she went to church, seeing lady Stately’s equi¬ 
page arrive, she suddenly tainted away. Her 
husband, whose vanity had never been so perfectly 
gratified as with this promised harvest of his own 
sowing, took the alarm immediately, and in order 
to prevent relapses of that kind, which might l>e 
uttend(‘(l with fatal eonsequenees to his hope, gave 
her leave to bespeak a coach, horses, and liveries, 
to lier own liking. Thus authorized, she in a very 
little time exhildted such a specimen of her own 
taste and magniticenee, as aflbrded speculation to 
the whole country, and made Trunnion's heart 
quake within him, beeausehe foresaw no limits to her 
extravagance, wliich also manifested itself in the 
most expensive preparations for her lying-in. 

Jler pride, which Iiad hitherto regarded the re¬ 
presentative of her father’s house, seemed now to 
lose all that heredilaiy re.speet, and prompt her to 
outshine and undervalue the elder branch of her 
family. She behaved to Mrs. Vickie with a sort of 
civil reserve that imidit'd a conscious superiority, 
and an emulation in point of grandeur inimedialofy 
oojumeneed between the two sisters. She every 
day eommunieuted her importance to the whole 
parLsh, under pretence of taking the air in her 
eoiieh, and endeavoured to extend her acquaintance 
among people of fashion. Nor was this an under¬ 
taking attended w ith great difficulty ; for all persons 
whatever, eajjublc of maintaining a certain appear¬ 
ance, will always find admis’sion into what is called 
the best company, and be rated in point of character 
aecoi'ding to their own valuation, without subjecting 
their iireUmsions to the smallest doubt or examina¬ 
tion. Jn all her visits and parties, she seized every 
opportunity of declaring her present condition, ob¬ 
serving that she was forbid by her physicians to 
taste such a pickle, and that such a dish was poison 
to a woman in her way ; nay, where she was on a 
tooting of familiarity, she efleeted to make wry 
faces, and complained that the young rogue began 
to he very unruly, writhing herself* into divers 
contortions, as if she hud been grievously incom¬ 
moded by tlie metal of this future Trunnion. The 
husband himself did not behave with all the mo¬ 
deration that might liuve been expected. At the 
club he frequently mentioned this circumstance of 
his own vigour as a pretty sueeesKful feat to he 
perfonned by an old fellow of fifty-five, and eon- 
finned the opinion of his streugth by redoiihled 
squeezes of the landlord’s hand, which never failed 
o^xtorting a satisfactory certificate of his might. 
When his companions drank to the Hans en keldcr^ 


or, Jack in the low cellar, he could not help dis¬ 
playing an extraordinary complacence of counte¬ 
nance, and signified his intention of sending the 
young dog to sea, as soon as he should be able to 
carry a cartridge, in hopes of seeing him an officer 
before his own death. 

This liope helped to console him under the ex¬ 
traordinary expense to which he was exposed by 
tlic profusion of his wife, especially when he con¬ 
sidered that his compliance with her prodigality 
would bo limited to the expiration of the nine 
months, of which the best part was by this time 
elapsed. Yet, in spite of all this philosophical re¬ 
signation, her fancy sometimes soared to such a 
ridiculous and intolerable pitch of insolence and 
absurdity, that his temper forsook him, and he could 
not help wishing in secret, that her pride might be 
confounded in the dissipation of her most flattering 
hopes, even though he himself should be a principal 
sufferer by the disappointment. Those, however, 
were no other than the suggestions of temporary 
disgusts, that commonly subsided as suddenly ;is 
they arose, and never gave the least disturbance to 
the i»erson who inspired them, because he took care 
to conceal them carefully from her knowledge. 

Meanwhile she happily advanced in her reckon¬ 
ing, with the promise of a favourable issue; the 
term of her eomputation expired, and in the middle 
of the night she was visited by certain Muimiugs 
that seemed to b(*speak the approach of the critical 
moment. The commodore got uji with great aUi- 
erity, and called the midwife, wdio had been several 
days in the house; the gossips vere immediately 
summoned, and the most interesting expectations 
prevailed; hut the symptoms of labour gradually 
vanished, and, as the mati'ons sagely observed, tliis 
was no more tliaii a false alarm. 

Two nights after they received a second intima¬ 
tion ; and as she was sensibly diminished iu the 
waist, every thing wa.s supposed to be in a fair w ay. 
Yet this visitation was not more conclusive than 
the former; her pains w'orc off in spite of all her 
endeavours to encourage them, and the good wo¬ 
men betook themselves to their respective liomes, 
in exiicctation of finding the third attack decisive, 
alluding to the well known maxim, that number 
three ia always fortunate. For once, however, tliis 
apothegm failed; the next cal! was altogether as 
ineffectual as the former; and moreover attended 
with a jihenoinenon which to them was e<]ually 
strange and inexplicable. This' W’as no other tlian 
Kueh a reduction in the size of Mrs. Trunnion asinight 
have been exjieeted after the birth of a full-grown 
child. Startled at such an unaccountable event, 
tlicy sat in close divan; and, concluding that the 
case was in all respects unnatural and prodigious, 
desired that a messenger might he immediately de¬ 
spatched for some male practitioner iu the art of 
midw'ifery. 

Tlie commodore, without guessing the cause of 
their perplexity, ordered Tiiies immediately on this 
piece of duty; and in less tlian two hours they 
were assisted by the advice of a surgeon of the 
neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed that the patient 
had never l)cen with child. This asseveration was 
like a clap of thunder to Mr. Trunnion, who had 
been, during eight whole days and nights, in con¬ 
tinual expectation of being hailed with the appella¬ 
tion of iather. 

After some recollection, he swore tlie surgeon WErf 
an ignorant fellow, and that he would not take his 
N 
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word for 'what he advanced, being comforted 
and confirmed in his want of faith by the insinua¬ 
tions of the midwife, who still persisted to feed 
Mrs. Trunnion with hopes of a speedy and safe 
delivery; observing, that she hau been concerned 
in inany a case of the same nature, where a fine 
child was found, even after all signs of the mother’s 
pregnancy had disappeared. Every twig of hope, 
how slender soever it may he, is eagerly caught 
hold on hy people wlio find themselves in danger of 
being disap|X)inted. To every question proposed 
by her to the lady with the preambles of “JlaVt 
you ?” or “Don’t you ?” an answer was made in the 
affirmative, whether agreeable to truth or not; be¬ 
cause the respondent could not find in her heart to 
disown any symptom that might favour the notion 
she had so long indulged. 

This experienced proficient in the obstetric art 
was therefore kept in close attendance for the space 
of three weeks, during which the patient had se¬ 
veral returns of what she pleased herself with 
believing to be labour pains, till at length she and 
her husband became the standing joke of the 
parish; and this infatuated couple could scarce 
be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, even 
when she appeared as lank as a greyhound, and 
tliey were furnished with otlier inupiestionahle 
proofs of their having been deeeived. Hut thi‘y 
could not for ever remain iuuIlt tlie influence of 
this sweet delusion, w’hich at last faded away, and 
was succeeded by a jiaroxysm of shame and con¬ 
fusion, that kept the husbantl within doors for the 
space of a whole fortnight, and confined his lady to 
her bed for a series of weeks, during which she 
suffered all the anguish of the most intense njorti- 
fication ; yvt even this was subdued by the lenient 
liand of time. 

The first respite from her cliagrin was employed 
in the strict discharge of what are called the duties 
of religion, which she performed willi the most 
rancorous severity, setting on foot a persecution in 
her own family, that made the lujuse too hot for all 
the menial servants, even ruffled the almost invin¬ 
cible indifference of Tom i’ipes, harassed the com¬ 
modore himself out of all patience, and spared no 
individual but Lieutenant Ilatehw'ay, whom she 
never ventured to disoblige. 

CTIAl^TER XL 

Mrs. Trunnion erects a Tyranny in the Garrison, while her 
Husband conceives an Atlection for his Nephew Perry, 
who manifests a Peculiarity of Disposition even in his 
tender years. 

Havino exercised herself three months in such 
pious amusements, she appeared again in the world; 
but her misfortune had made such an impression on 
her mind, that she could nut bear tlie sight of a 
child, and trembled whenever the conversation 
happened to turn upon a christening. Her temper, 
whicli was naturally none of the sweetest, seemed 
to have imbibed a double proportion of souring 
from her disappointment; of consequence her com¬ 
pany was not much coveted, and she found very few 
peojile disposed to treat her with those marks of 
consideration which she looked upon as her due. 
This neglect detached her from the society of an 
unmannerly world; she concentred the energy of 
all her talents in the government of her own house, 
which groaned accordingly under her arbitrary 
sway; and in the brandy ^ttle found ample con¬ 
solation for all the affliction she had undergone. 


As for the commodore, he in a little time wea* 
thered his disgrace, after having sustained man^ 
severe jokes from the lieutenant; and now hi« 
chief aim being to be absent from liis own house as 
much as possible, he freijuented the public house 
more than ever, more assiduously cultivated the 
friendship of his brother-in-law Mr. Rickie; and, 
in the course of their intimacy, conceived an affec¬ 
tion for his iic*])hew IVrry, which did not end i»ut 
with his life. Indeed, it must be owned that Trun¬ 
nion was !K)t naturally deficient in the social pas¬ 
sions of the soul, which, though they were strangely 
warjjcd, disguised, and overborne, by the circum¬ 
stance of his boisterous life and education, did not 
fail to manifest themselves occasionally tliroughthc 
whole course of his behaviour. 

As all the hopes of in’opagating his own name 
had perished, and his relations lay under the inter¬ 
diction of his hate, it is no wonder tliat, tlirough 
the familiarity and friendly intercourse subsisting 
between liiin and Mr. Gamaliel, be contracted a 
liking fiir the boy, who hy lliis time entered the 
third year of his age, and was indeed a very hand¬ 
some, healthy and ]>romisiiig child; and w'hat 
seemed to ingratiate him still more wltlj his uncle, 
was a certain oddity of dispo.sition, for-which he 
had been remarkable, even from liis cradle. It is 
reported of him, that, belbre the first year of his 
infancy was elapsed, he used very often, imme¬ 
diately after being dressed, in the midst of the 
caresses which were bcstow'cd upon him by his mo¬ 
ther, while she indulged herself’ in the contempla¬ 
tion of her own haj>])iness, all of a sudden, to alarm 
her with a fit of shrieks and cries, which continued 
witli great violonee till he was stripped to the skin 
with the utmost expedition, by order of }>is 
affrighted ])arenf, who thought his tender body w a.s 
tortured by the misap]>lieation of some unlucky 
pin; and w'bcn lie bad given them all this dis- 
tuvbaue<* and unnecessary trouble, he -would lie 
sprawling and laughing in their faces, as if he ri¬ 
diculed the imptTtiiienee of their concern. Nay, 
it is affirmed, that one day, wlicn an tdd woman, 
who attended in the nursery, had by st<*altli con¬ 
veyed a bottle of cordial -waters to her mouth, he 
pulled his nurse by the sleeve, and, by a slight 
glance detecting the theft, tijit Imt the wink with 
a parlieidar slyness of countenance, as if he had 
said with a sneer, “Ay, ay, that is what yon must 
all come to.” Hut these iristunces ()f reflection in 
babe nine months old are so iiKTedible, that L 
look upon them as ex post facto observations, 
founded upon imaginary recollection, wdicn he was 
ill a more advanced age, and his peculiarities of 
temper became much more remarkable—of a ]>iece 
with the ingenious discoveries of those sagacious 
')bscrvers wlio can discern something evidently 
characU‘ristic in the features of any noted per¬ 
sonage, whovSe character they have previously 
lieard explained; yet, w'ithout pretending to specify 
at what period of his childhood this singularity 
first appeared, I can with great truth declare, that, 
when he first attracted the notice and affection of 
his uncle, it was plainly perceivable. 

One would imagine he had marked out the com¬ 
modore as a proper object of ridicule, for almost all 
his little childish satire was levelled against him. 
1 will not deny that he might have been influenced 
in this particular by the example and instruction of 
Mr. Hatchway, who delighted in superintending 
the first essays of his genius. As the gout had 
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taken up its residence in Mr. Trunnion’s p^eat toe, 
Irom •whence it never removed, no, not for a day, 
little l*erry took great pleasure in treading by 
accident on this infirm member; and when his 
uncle, incensed by the pain, used to d—n him for a 
hell-begotten brat, he would ajipease him in a 
twinkling, by returning the curse with equal em¬ 
phasis, and asking what was the matter ■with old 
JIannibal Tough? an appellation by which the 
lieutonanl had taught him to distinguish this grim 
commander. 

Neither was this the only experiment lie tried 
upon the patience of the commoilore, with wliose 
nose he used to take indecent freedoms, even while 
lie was fondled on his knee ; in one month he put 
him to the expense of'tw'o guineas in vscul-skin, by 
])icking his poekt‘l of divers tobacco ]>ouobes, ail of 
wliich he in secret committed to the flames. Isb>r 
did the caprice of his disposition abstain from the 
faAOurite beverage of 'rrunniou, who more than 
once sM'allowed a. whole draught, in which his bro¬ 
ther’s siitifi-box had been emptied, before he ])cr- 
eeived the disagreeahh* infusion: and one day, 
M hen the commodore had <diastised him by a gmitle 
tap witli his cane, li(‘ fell flat on the floor, as if he 
had been deprived of all sense and motion, to the 
terror and amazement of the striker; and, aftiu’ 
having filled tlie whole house with confusion and 
dismay, opened his <‘)efi. and laughed heartily at 
the sueeoss of his own imposition. 

It would be an endless, and perhpj)S no very 
agreeable task, to enumerate all the unlucky [jranKs 
he played uixui his uncle and others, before he 
attained the fourth jear of his age; about wliich 
turn* he was sent, with an attendant, to a day school 
in the neighbourhood, that, to use his good mo¬ 
ther’s own expression, he imglit be out of harm’s 
way. Here, however, lie made littl(‘ progress, 
CTcept in inisehief, wliieh he practised with im¬ 
punity, because the schoolmistress would run no 
risk of disobliging a lady of fortune, by exercising 
unnecessary seventies upon her only child. Never¬ 
theless, Mrs. Ihekle was not so blindly partial as to 
be i)U‘ascd with such iinseasomible indulgence. 

takrni out of the haiuls of this courteous 
teacher, and committed to the instruction of a 
pedagogue, who was ordcn*cl to administer such 
eorreetion as the hoy should, in his OjHiiion, de¬ 
serve. 'J'his authority he did not neglect to use; 
his pu])il was regularly flogged twice a day; and, 
after having been subjected to this course of dis¬ 
cipline for the space of eighteen months, declared 
the most obstinate, dull, and untoward genius that 
ev(Thad fallen under his cultivation; instead of being 
reformed, he seemed rather luirdened and confirmed 
in his vicious inclinatioiivS, and was <lead to all sense 
of fear a.s w^ell as shame. I lis mother was extremely 
mortified at these symptoms of stujiidity, which 
she considered as an inheritance derived from the 
spirit of his father, and consequently unsurinount- 
able by all the eftbrts of human care. Ihit the coin- 
inodore rejoiced over the ruggedness of his nature, 
and was particularly jileast^d when, upon inquiry, 
he found that Terry had beaten all the boys in the 
school; a circumstance from which he prognos¬ 
ticated every thing that was fair and fortunate in 
his future fate; observing that, at his age, he him¬ 
self was just such another. 'J’lie boy, who wa.s 
now turned of six, liaving profited so little under 
the birch of his unsparing governor, Mrs. Tickle 
was counselled to scud him to a boarding-school 


not far from London, which was kept by a certain 
person very eminent for his successful method of 
education. This advice she the more readily em¬ 
braced, because at that time she found herself 
pretty far gone with another child, that she hoped 
would console her for the disappointment she had 
met with in the unpromising talents of l*erry, or at 
any rate divide her concern, so as to enable her to 
endure tiie absence of cither. 

CIIATTETv XII. 

Peregrine is sent t<i a Boarding-School. Becomes remark¬ 
able for his Genius and Ambition. 

TitK commodore understanding lier determination, 
to which her husband did not venture to make the 
least objection, inttu’ested himself so much in behalf 
of his favourite, as to fit him out at his own charge, 
and accompaii}' him in jKWson to the place of his 
destination; where ho defrayed the expense of his 
entrance, and left him to the particular care and 
inspection of the usher, who having been recom¬ 
mended lo him as a jierson of jiarts and integrity, 
received per advance a handsome consideration for 
the task lie undertook. 

Notliing could be better judged ihan this piece 
of liberality; the assistant was actually a man of 
learning, probity, and good sense; and, though 
obliged by the seandalous administration of fortune 
to act in the character of nn inferior teacher, liad, 
by his sole capacity and application, brought the 
school to that degree of reputation, which it never 
could have obtained from the talents of liis supe¬ 
rior. He liad established an economy, which, 
though regular, was not at all severe, by enacting a 
body of law’s suited to the age and comprehension 
of every imlividua); and each transgressor •was fairly 
tried b) his peers,and punished according tothe ver¬ 
dict of the jury. Ko boy was scourged for want of 
a})i>rehensi()n, but a spirit of emulation w as raised by 
w’cll-timed praise and artful comparison, and main¬ 
tained by a distribution of Binall prizes, which were 
adjudged to those who signalized themselves either by 
tlieir industry, sobriety, or genius, ^'his tutor, who^e 
name w’as .lemungs, began w’ith Terry, according 
lo hifi constant maxim, by examining the soil; that 
is, studying his temper, in order to consult the 
bias of his disposition, which was strangelv per¬ 
verted by the absurd discipline he had undergone. 
He found him in a state of sullen insensibility, 
which the child had gradually contracted in a long 
course of stiijiifying correction; and at first he 
was not in the least actuated by that eomniendation 
which animated the rest of his school-fellows; nor 
was it in the power of reproach to excite his am¬ 
bition, which had been buried, as it were, in the 
grave of disgrace; the usher therefore had recourse 
to contemptuous neglect, with which he affected to 
treat this stubborn spirit; foreseeing that, if lie re¬ 
tained any seeds of sentiment, this weather would 
infallibly raise them into vegetation: his judgment 
was justified by the event; the boy in a little time 
began to make observations; he jierceived the 
marks of distinction with which virtue was re¬ 
warded, grew ashamed of the despicable figure he 
himself made among his companions, who, far from 
courting, rather Nhunned his conversation, and 
actually pined at liis own want of importance. 

Mr. riennings saw and rejoiced at his mortifica¬ 
tion, which lie suffered to proceed as far as possible, 
without eudangeriDg his health. The child lost all 
K 9 
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relish for diversion, loathed his food, grew pensive, 
solitary, and was frequently found weeping by hiin- 
fi»*Jf. These symptoms plainly evinced the recovery 
of his feelings, to which his governor thought it 
now high time to make application; and therefore 
by little and little altered his behaviour from the 
iuditference he had put on, to the apiicarance of 
more regard and attention. This produced a 
favourable change in the boy, whose eyes sjiarklcd 
with satisfaction one day, when his master expressed 
himself with a show of surprise in these words; 
“ So, Terry! I find you don’t want genius, when 
you think proper to use it.” Such encomiums 
kindled the spirit of emulation in his little breast; 
he exerted himself with surprising alacrity, by 
which he soon acquitted himself of the imputation 
of dulness, and obtained sundry honorary silver 
ennies, as acknowledgments of his apjilication : 
is school-fellows now solicited his friendship as 
eagerly as they had avoided it before ; and, in less 
than a twelvemonth after his arrival, this supposod 
dunce was remarkable for the brightness of his 
parts; having in that short jieriod learnt to read 
English perfectly well, made great progress in 
writing, enabled himself to s])cak the Trench lan¬ 
guage without hesitation, and acquired some know¬ 
ledge in the rudiments of the Latin tongue. The 
usher did not fail to transmit an account of his 
proficiency to the commodore, who received it with 
transport, and forthwith communicated the happy 
tidings to the parents. 

Mr. Gamaliel Tickle, who was never subject to 
violent emotions, heard them wdth a sort of phleg¬ 
matic satisfaction, that scarce manifested itself 
either in his countenance or expressions; nor did 
the child’s mother break forth into that rapture and 
admiration which might have been expected, when 
she understood how much the talents of her first¬ 
born had exceeded the hope of her wannest imagi¬ 
nation. Not hut that she professed herself well 
pleased with Terry’s reputation; though she ob¬ 
served that, in these commendations, the truth was 
always exaggerated by schoolmasters, for their own 
interest; and pretended to wonder that the usher 
had not mingled more probability with his praise. 
Trunnion was offended at her indifference and want 
of faith; and believing that she refined too much in 
her discernment, swore that Jennings had declared 
the truth, and nothing but the truth ; for he, him¬ 
self, had prophesied from the beginning that the 
boy would turn out a credit to his family. But by 
this time Mrs. Tickle was blessed with a daughter, 
whom she had brought into the world about six 
months before the intelligence arrived; so that her 
care and affection being otherwise engrossed, the 
praise of Terry was the less greedily devoured. 
The abatement of her fondness was an advanmge 
to his education, which would have been retarded, 
and perhaps ruined, by pernicious indulgence and 
preposterous interposition, had her love considered 
him as an only child; whereas, her concern being 
now diverted to another object, that shared, at 
least, one half of her affection, he was left to the 
management of his preceptor, who tutored him 
according to his own plan, without any let or inter¬ 
ruption. Indeed, all his sagacity and circum- 
Bpection were but barely sufficient to keep the 
young gentleman in order; for, now that he had 
won the palm of victory from his rivals in point of 
scholarship, his ambition dilated, and he was seized 
with the desire of subjecting the whole school by 


the valour of his ann. Before he could bring bis 
project to bear, innumerable battles were fought 
with various success; every day u bloody nose and 
complaint were presented against him, and his own 
visage commonly bore some livid marks of obstinate 
contention. At length, however, he accomplisiied 
his aim ; his adversaries were subdued, his prowess 
ackiiowle<lgcd, and he obtained the laurel in war as 
well as in wit. Thus triumphant, he was intoxicated 
with success. His pride rose in proportion to liis 
pow6r, and, in s])ite of all the endeavours of .Jen¬ 
nings, who practised every method he could invent 
for curbing his licentious conduct, without depress¬ 
ing his spirit, he contracted a large proportion of 
insolence, which a senes of misfortunes tiiat hap¬ 
pened to him in the seijuel could scarce effeolually 
tame. Nevertheless there was a fund of good 
nature and generosity in liis conqiosition, and 
though he established a tyranny among his com¬ 
rades, the tranquillity of his reign M'as maintained 
by the love rather than by the fear of his subjects. 

In the midst of all this enjoyment of empire, he 
never once violated that respectful awe witli which 
the usher had found means to inspire him; hut he 
by no means ])reser\i*(l the same regard for tiui 
jirineipal master, an old illiterate German quack, 
who had formerly practised corn-cutting among t!*e 
quality, and sold cosmetic washes to the ladies, 
together witli teeth jiowders, hair-djeing li<piors, 
jirolifie elixirs, and tinctures to sweeten the breath. 
These nostrums, recommended by the art of cring¬ 
ing, in which he vas oonsuminate, ingratiated him 
so much w’ith peojile of fashion, that he was en- 
ahle<l to set U]> school with five-and-tw'enty hoys 
of the best families, whom lie hoarded on his own 
terms, and undertook to instruct in the Trench and 
Latin languages, so as to qualify tlicni for tli<» 
colleges of Westminster and Eton. While this 
plan w'as in its infancy, he was so fortunate us to 
meet with Jennings, who, for the paltry considera¬ 
tion of thirty' pounds a year, which h>s necessities 
compelled lum to aceejit, took tlu‘ whole trouble of 
educating the children upon himseli’, contrived an 
excellent system for that purjiose, and, by his 
assidiiityand know’ledge,exeeufed all the])articulars 
to the entire satisfaction of those concerned, who, 
by the by, never iinjuired Into his qualifications, 
but suffered the other to enjoy the fruits of his 
labtnir and ingenuity. 

Over and above a large stock of avarice, igno¬ 
rance, and vanity, this superior had certain ridiculous 
peculiarities in his person, such as a hunch uf>on 
his back, and distorted limbs, that seemed to attract 
the satirical notice of IVregririo, who, young as 
he was, took offence at his want of reverence for 
his usher, ov<*r whom he sometimes chose oppor¬ 
tunities of displaying his authority, that the hoys 
might not dis])lace their veneration. Mr. Keypstick, 
therefore, such as I have described him, incurred 
the contempt and displeasure of this enterprising 
pupil, who now, being in the tenth year of his age, 
had capacity enough to give him abundance of 
vexation. He underwent many mortifying jokes 
from the invention of Tickle and his confederates ; 
so that he began to entertain suspicion of Mr. 
.Jennings, who, he could not help thinking, haa 
been at the bottom of them all, and spirited up 
principles of rebellion in the school, with a view of 
making himself independent. Possessed with this 
chimera, which was void of all foundation, the 
German descended so low as to tamper in private 
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with the hoys, from whom he hoped to draw some 
very important discovery; hut he was disappointed 
in liis expectation; and this mean practice reaching 
the ears of his usher, lie voluntarily resided his 
employment. Eindlng interest to obtain holy 
orders in a little time after, lie left the kingdom, 
hoping to find a settlement in some of our American 
plantations. 

The departure of Mr. Jennings produced a great 
revolution intheaflairsofKeypstick, which declined 
from that moment, because he had neither authority 
to enforce obedience, nor prudence to maintain order 
among his scholars; so that the school degenerated 
into anarchy and confusion, and he himself dwindled 
in the opinion of his employers, who looked upon 
him as superannuated, and withdrew their children 
from his tuition. 

IVrcgnne, seeing this dissolution of their society, 
and find tug himself every day deprived of .some 
coni]mnion, begun to repine at his situation, and 
resolved, if possible, to procure liis release from tiie 
jurisdiction of tin* person whom he both dctesU‘d 
and despised. VV’^ith this view be went to work, 
and composed the following billet, addressed to the 
eonnnodore, w’hieli was the first specimen of his 
composition in the epistolary way, 

“HoNoeiup ANU i(*visc, T^sclk —Ilophifi jnu are in 
iicaliii. tins siMvi's to inioitn you. ttiat Mr Jeniunt^s is 
pone, a»»<l Mt, Keyi>stit'k will never meet wub his fellow. 
’I’lu* scliool IS alteaily almobt broke up, and the rest liaily 
jfom)? away; and I of >ou ol all love n> liave me fetelied 
away also, for I cannot bear to bo any longer undoi otie who is 
ii i«’rfert ignoramus, who scarce knows the tlcehnation of 
tmiMitiiuil IK mote fit to be a seanTrow than a Kchnohnaster, 
hoping you will send for me soon, w ith nty love to iny aunt, 
and my duty to my honouiod parents, craving their blcsKing 
and you>H And this is ail at jneKcnt, from honoured uncle, 
your well beloved and dutitui nephew and godson, and 
humble servant to command till death, 

Pk.regkim; Pickle.” 

Trunnion was overjoyed at the reecijit of this 
leti>r, which Ik* looked ujxin as one of the greatest 
efforts of human genius, and as such communicated 
the eontmits to his lady, whom he had disturbed 
for ih<‘ puvpo.se in the middle of her devotion, by 
sending a iuessa‘;e to her closet, whither it was her 
custom very fretjuently to retire, vShe was out of 
humour at being interrupted, and therefore did not 
liernse tliis siieeimen of her nephew’s understanding 
wdth all the relish that the commodore himself had 
enjoyed; on the contrary’, after sundry paralytieal 
endeavours to speak (for her tongue sometimes 
refused its office), she observed that the boy was a 
pert jackanapes, and deserved to be severely chas- 
tist‘d for tiH‘ating his betters with such disresi)eet. 
Her husband undertook bis godson’s defence, 
rej^resenting, with great wannth, that he knew 
Keypstiek to be a good-for-nothing pimping old 
rascal, and that Perry showed a great deal of spirit 
and good sense in desiring to be taken from under 
his command; he therefore declared that the boy 
should not live a week longer with such a shambling 
son of a bitcli, and sanctioned ids declaration with 
abundance of oaths. 

Mrs. Trunnion, composing her countenance into 
a look of religious deinureness, rebuked him for his 
profane way of talking; and asked in a magisterial 
lone, if he intended never to lay aside that brutal 
behaviour I Irritated at this reproach, he answered 
in tenns of indignation, that he knew how to behave 
himself as well as e’er a woman that wore a head, 
hade her mind her own affaii’s, and, with another 
repetition of oaths, gave her to understand that he 
would be master in his own house. 


This insinuation operated upon her spirits like 
friction upon a glass globe ; her face gleamed with 
resentment, and every pore seemed to emit particles 
of flame. She replied with incredible fluency of 
the bitterest expressions. He retorted equal rage 
in broken hints and incoherent imprecations. She 
rejoined with redoubled fury, and in conclusion he 
was fain to betake himself to flight, ejaculating 
curses against her, and muttering sonietliing cou- 
ceming the brandy-bottle, which, however, he took 
care should never reach her ears. 

From bis own house be went directly to visit 
Mrs. I’ickle. to whom he imparted l^eregrine’s 
epistle, with many encomiums upon the boy's pro¬ 
mising parts; and finding his commendations but 
coldly received, desired she w'ould permit liim to 
take ills godson under his own care. 

'riiis lad}', w’Jiose family w'as now increased by 
another son, who seemed to engross her care for 
the pr<*sent, had not seen l*erry during a course of 
four years, and, with regard to him, was perfectly 
weaned of that infirmity known by tlie name of 
maternal fondness; she therefore consented to the 
commodore’s request with great condescension, and 
a polite eompliment to him on the concern he had 
all along manifested for the welfare of the child. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

The Commodore takes Peregrine under his own care—The 
Boy arrives at the Garrison—!■» strangely received by his 
own Mother*—Kilters into a Confederacy with Hatchway 
and Pipes, and executes a couple of wag^hh Enterprises 
upon his Aunt. 

Trunnion having obtained this jiermission, that 
very afternoon despatched the lieutenant in a ])ost- 
chaist* to Keyp.stick*s house, from whence, in two 
days he returned with our young hero ; who being 
now in the eleventh year of his age, had outgrown 
the expectation of all his family, and was remark¬ 
able for the beauty and elegance of his jierson. 
liis godfather was transported at his arrival, as if 
he had been actually the issue of his own loins, 
lie shook him heartily by the hand, turned him 
round and round, surveyed him from top to bottom, 
hade Hatchway take notice how handsomely he was 
built; squeezed his hand again, saying, “ !*>—n ve. 
you dog, 1 suppose you don’t value such an old 
crazy son of a hiteh as me a rope’s end. You have 
forgot how I was wont to dandle yon on my knee, 
when you was a little urchin no bigger than the 
davit, and played a thousand tricks njicn me, 
burning my hacco-pouehes, and poisoning my 
runibo; (), d—n ye, you can grin fast enough, I 
see; I w’urraiit you have learnt more things than 
writing and the Latin lingo.” Even 'rom Pipes 
expressed uncommon satisfaction on this joyful 
occasion : and, coming up to I'erry, thrust forth liis 
fore paw, and accosted him with the salutation of 
‘‘ What cheer, my young master ? I am glad to see 
thee with all my heart.” These compliments being 
passed, his uncle halted to the door of his wife’s 
chamber, at which he stood hallooing, “Here’s your 
kinsman Perry; belike you won’t come and bid him 
welcome.”—“I.ord 1 Mr. Trunnion,” said she, “why 
will ytm continually harass me in this manner with 
your impertinent intrusion ?” “ I harrow you,” 

replied the commodore; “ ’sblood, I believe your 
upper works are damaged; I only came to inform 
you ihat here was your cousin, whom you have not 
seen these four long years; and I'll he d—d if 
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there is such another of his age within the king’s 
dominions, d’ye see, either for make or mettle*, he’s 
i credit to the name, d’ye see; but d—n my eyes, 
I’ll say no more of the matter j if you come, you 
may; if you won’t, you may let it alone.”—“ Well, 
1 won’t come, then,” answered his yoke-fellow, “ for 
1 am at present more agreeably employed.”—“ Oho I 
you are? I belicTe so too;” cried the commodore, 
making wry faces, and mimicking the action 
of dram-dnnking. Then addressing himself to 
Hatchway, “ Prithee, Jack,” said he, “ go and try 
thy^ skill on that stnbbom hulk; if any body can 
bring her about, 1 know you wool.” The lieutenant 
accordingly taking his station at the door, conveyed 
his persuasion in these w'ords: What, won’t you 
turn out and hail little Perry? It will do your 
heart good to see such a handsome young dog; Pm 
sure he is the very moral of you, and as like as if 
he had been spit out of your own mouth, as the 
saying is; do show a little resf>ect for your kinsman, 
can’t you?”—To this remonstrance she replied in a 
mild tone of voice, “ Dear Mr. Hatchway, you are 
always teasing one in such a manner; sure 1 am, 
nobody can tax me with unkinduess, or want of 
natural affectionso saying, she opened the door, 
and advancing to the hall where her nephew stood, 
received him very graciously, and observed that he 
was the very image of her papa. 

In the afternoon, he was conducted by the com¬ 
modore to the house of his parents ; and, strange to 
tell, no sooner was he presented to Ills mother, than 
her countenance changed, she ejed him with tokens 
of affliction and siiri)riso, and, bursting into tears, 
exclaimed her child was dead, and this w'as no 
other than an imiwstor whom tliey had brought to 
defraud her sorrow. ’J'runnion was confounded at 
this unaccountable passion, which had no other 
foundation than caprice and whim; and Gamaliel 
liimself was so diseoneerted and unsettled in his 
own belief, which began to waver, that he knew 
not how to behave towards the boy, whom his god¬ 
father immediately carried back to the garrison, 
swearing all the way that Perry should never cross 
their threshold again with his good will. Nay, so 
much w’lis he incensed at this unnatural and absurd 
renunciation, that he refused to carry on any further 
correspondence with Pickhs until he was appeased 
by his solicitations and submission, and I’eregrine 
owned as his son and heir. But this acknowledg¬ 
ment was made without the privity of his wife, 
whose vicious aversion he was obliged, in appear¬ 
ance, to adopt. Thus exiled from his father’s house, 
the young gentleman was left entirely to the 
disposal of the conimodoro, whose affection for him 
daily increased, insomuch that he could scarce 
prevail upon himself to part with him when his 
education absolutely required that he should be 
otherwise disposed of. 

In all probability, this extraordinary attachment 
was, if not produced, at least rivetted, by that pe¬ 
culiar turn in I’eregrine’s imagination, which we 
have already observed; and which, during his 
residence in the castle, appeared in sundry strata¬ 
gems he practised upon his uncle and aunt, under 
the auspices of I^Ir. Hatchway, who assisted him in 
the contrivance and execution of all his schemes. 
Nor was Pipes exempted from a share in their un- 
derUiltings; for, being a trusty fellow, not without 
dexterity in .some cases, and altogether resigned to 
their will, they found him a serviceable instrument 
for their purpose, and used him accordingly. 


The first sample of their art was exhibited upon 
Mrs. Trunnion. They terrified that good lady with 
strange noises when she retired to her devotion. 
Pipes was a natural genius in the composition of 
discords; he could imitate the sound produced by 
the winding of a jack, the filing of a saw, and the 
swinging of a malefactor hanging in chains; ho 
could counterfeit the braying of an ass, the screech¬ 
ing of a night owl, the caterwauling of cats, the 
howling of a dog, the squeaking of a pig, the crow¬ 
ing of a cock; and he had learned the war whoop 
uttered by the Indians in North America, I'hese 
talents were exerted successively at different times 
and places, to the terror of Mrs. Trunnion, the 
discomposure of the commodore himself, and the 
consternation of all the servants in the castle.— 
Peregrine with a sheet over his clothes, sometimes 
tumbled before his aunt in tlie twilight, when her 
organs of vision were a little impaired by the 
cordial she had swallowed; and the boatsAvain’s 
mate taught him to shoe eats witij walnut shells, so 
that they made a most dreadftil clattering in tlieir 
nocturnal excursions. The mind of Mrs. Trunnion 
was not a little disturbed by these alarms, which, 
in her opinion, portended the death of some priii- 
cijial person in the family; she redoubled her re¬ 
ligious exercises, and fortif]e<I her spirits with fresh 
potations ; nay, she began to take notice that Mr. 
'IVunnion’s constitution w*as very mueli broke, and 
seemed dissatisfied when peojile observed that they 
never saw him look better. Her frequcuU visits to 
the closet, where all her consolation was dt*posited, 
inspired the confederates with a device which had 
like to have been attended wdth tragical conse- 
(jiiences. They found an opportunity to infuse jalap 
in one of her oase-bottlc‘s, and she took so largely 
of this medicine, that her constitution liad well nigh 
sunk under the violence of its effect. She .suffered 
a sucees.sion of fainting fits that reduced h(‘rto the 
brink of the grave, in spite of all the remedies that 
were administered by a physician, who was called 
in tin* beginning of her disorder. After having 
examined the symptoms, he deelare<l that the pa¬ 
tient had bc'cii poisoned with arsenic, and prescribed 
oily draughts and lubricating injections, to defend 
the coats of the stomach and intestines from the 
vellieating particles of that pernknous mineral *, at 
the same time hinting, with a look of infinite sa¬ 
gacity, that it was not dlffieult to <Uvine the whole 
mystery. He affected to dej)lore the poor lady, as 
if she was exposed to more attemi)(s of the same 
nature; tliercdiy glancing oblijpiely at the innocent 
commodore, whom the officious son of HCscuIapius 
suspeof<*d as the author of this expedient, to rid 
his hands of a yoke-fellow for whom he was well 
known to have no great devotion, d'his impertinent 
and malicious iusinuation made some imiiressiou 
ui)on the bystanders, and furnished ample field for 
slatider to asperse the morals of Trunnion, who was 
represented through the whole district as a monster 
of barbarity.—Nay, the sufferer herself, though she 
behaved with great decency and prudence, could 
not help entertaining some small diffidence of her 
husband; not that she imagined he had any design 
upon her life, but that he liad been at pains to 
adulterate the brandy, with a view of detaching 
her from that favouriu* liquor. 

On tills supposition she re.solved to act with more 
caution for the future, without setting on foot any 
inquiry about the affair; while the commodoa*, 
imputing her indisposition to some natural causa, 
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after the danger was past never bestowed a thought 
upon the subject; so that ttie perpretators were 
quit of their fear, which, however, had punished 
them so eflectually, that they never would hazard 
any more jokes of the same nature. 

The shafts of their wit were now directed against 
the commander himself, whom they teazed and ter¬ 
rified almost out of his senses. One day wliile he 
was at dinner, Pii>es came and told him that there 
was a person below that wanted to speak with hini 
immediately about an affair of the greatest impor¬ 
tance, that would admit of no delay; upon which 
he ordered the stranger to be told that he was 
engaged, and that he must send up his name and 
business. To this demand he received for answer 
a message, importing that the person’s name was 
unknown to him, and his business of such a nature, 
that it could not be disclosed to any one but the 
commodore himself, whom he earnestly desired to 
see without loss of time. 

'I'ruiinion, surprised at this importunity, got up 
V ith great ri'luetanei* in the middle of his meal, and 
descending to a parlour where the stranger was, 
asKed him in a surly tone what he w’anted with him 
in such a d—ned hurry, that he could not wait till 
he bad made an end of his mess? 'I'iie other, not 
at all diseoneerted at this rough address, advaneed 
close up to him on his tiptoes, and, with a look of 
eonlidenee and conceit, laying his mouth to one 
side of (he c’oninK>don‘'s head, >\iiispered softly in 
his ea?*, “Sir, J am the attorney uhom you wanted 
to converse uith in private.” “'fhe uttorne) !” 
cried'Prunuion, staring and half ehokt'd with choier. 
** Yes, sir, at }our service,” replied this retainer to 
thi- law, “and, if >on ]>lease, the sooner we despaleh 
the alVair, the better; for it is an old observation, 
that delay breeds danger.” “^jVuly, brother,” said 
the eonnnodore, who could no loiigtT contain him¬ 
self, “ I do confess that I am very nmeh of jour 
way of thinking,see; and therefore jou shall 
he dispatched in a tnee;" so saying, he lifted up 
his walking statf, which was something between a 
cmti’h and a emigel, and discharged it with such 
energy on the seat of the attorney’s understanding, 
that, if there had been anything but solid hone, the 
contents of his skull must ha\e been e\aeuated. 

Fortified as he was by nature against all such 
assaults, he could not withstand the momentum of 
the blow', which in an instant laid him flat on tlie 
floor, dejn-iveil of all sense and motion; and 'rrun- 
nioii hopped up stairs to dinner, apjdaiiding himself 
in ejaculations all the way for th<* ^ engeance he bad 
taken on such an impudent iietlifogging miscreant. 

I'he attorney no .sooner awaked from his trance, 
into w'hieli he liad been so unexpectedly lulled, than 
lit* east his (‘yes around in tpiest of evidence, by 
which heniigiit be enabled tlie more easily to prove 
the injury he had sustained; but not a soul uiipoar- 
ing, he made shift to get upon liis legs again, ami, 
w ith the blood trickling over his nose, followed 
one of the servants into the dining-room, resolved 
to come to an explanation witli the assailant, and 
(‘ither extort money from him by way of satisfac¬ 
tion, or provoke him to a second application before 
witnesses. W^ith this view' he entered the room in 
a peal of clamour, to the amazement of all present, 
and the t(‘rror of I^lrs. Trunnion, who shrieked at 
the appearance of such a spectacle*, and addressing 
himself'to tin* commodore, “ I’ll tell you what, sir,” 
said he, “if there he law' in England, I'll make yon 
smart for this here assault. You think you have 


screened yourself from a prosccuthm, by sending 
all your servants out of the way, but that circum¬ 
stance will appear uj)on trial to be a plain proof 
of the malice prepense with which the fact was 
committed, especially wdien corroborated by the 
evidence of this here letter, under your own hand, 
whereby 1 am desired to come to your own house 
to transact an affair of consequence.” So saying, 
he produced the writing, and read the contents in 
these words: — 

Mr. ll0O£R RaV2N£. 

'Sir, —Being in a manner prisoner in my own house, 1 
desiie you will give me a call precisely at three o’clock hi the 
afternoon, and insii>t upon seeing im* yourself, as 1 have an 
nlFair of great eonsequenco, in which your particular advice 
■ji wanted by your humble servant, 

“Hawsku Trunnion.’' 

The one-eyed commander, who had been satisfied 
ivitli the chastisement he had already be.stowed upon 
the plaintiff, hearing him read this audacious piece 
f forgery, which he considered as the eflect of his 
own villany, started up from table, and seizing a 
huge turkey that lay in a dish before him, w'ould 
have a}»plied it, sauce and all, by way of poultice 
to his wound, had he not been restrained by llatoli- 
way, who laid last bold on both his arms, and fixed 
him to his chair again, advising tin* attorney to 
slieer off with what he hud got. bar from following 
this salutary counsel, he redoubled bis threats, ;ind 
set '’J'ninmon ak defiance, telling him he was not a 
man of true courage, although he had eonnnanded a 
ship of war, or elsi* he would not ha\ e ad .< ked any 
}terson in sueii a cowardly ami elaiidesuiie maimer. 
This jirovoeation would have answered his purpose 
(‘ffectuully, had not his adversary’s indignation been 
repressed by the .suggestions of the lieutenant, who 
de.sired hi.s friend in a whisper to b(* easy, for lit* 
would take care to ha\e the attorney tos.sed in a 
blanket for his presumption. This propo.sal, which 
he received with great approbation, pacified him in 
a moment; he wijied the sweat from his forehead, 
and his features relaxed into u gnm smile. 

Hatchway disappeared, and Uavine proceeded 
with great tbieney of abuse, until he was internipled 
by tlie arrival of Pipe.s, who, -without any exjiostu- 
latUui, led him out by the band, and conducted liim 
to the yard, wliore he "was put into a carpet, and in 
a twinkling sent into the air by tin* strength and 
dexterity of five stout operators, v\bom tlie lieu¬ 
tenant had selected from the number of domestics 
for that singular s}>ell of duty. 

In vain did the aslonisbed vanlter beg for the 
love (if (iod and passion of C'hri.st, that thev would 
take pitv upon him, and put an end to bis involun 
tary gambols; they were deaf to bis prayers and 
protestations, eieii when be swore, in the most 
solemn manner, that, if they would cease torment¬ 
ing him, lie would forget and forgive what "W’us 
past, and depart in peace to his own habitation; 
and continued the game till they were fatigued with 
the exercis(‘. 

K’avine being dismissed in a most melancholy 
plight, brought an action of assault and battery 
against the eonnmKl()re,uiid subixrnaed alt the ser¬ 
vants as evidences in the cause; but as none of 
them had seen v\hat liappem'd, he did not find 
his aeoount in the prosecution, though he himself 
examined all the witnesses, and,among other ques¬ 
tions, asked w hellier they had not seen him come 
in like another man ; and whotlu*r they had ever 
seen any (»ther man in such a eonditioii as that in 
which he had crawled ofl'. But this last interro- 
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gation tney were not obliged to answer, because it 
had reference to the second discipline he had 
undergone, in which they, and they only, were 
concerned ; and no person is bound to give testi¬ 
mony against himself. 

In short, the attorney was nonsuited, to the satis¬ 
faction of alt who knew him, and found himself 
under the necessity of proving that he had received, 
in course of post, the letter, which was declared 
in court a scandalous forgery, in order to prevent 
an indictment with which he was threatened by the 
commodore, who little dreamed that the whole 
affair had been planned and executed by Peregrine 
and his associates. 

I’he next enterprise in which this triumvirate 
engaged, was a scheme to frighten IVunnion with 
an apparition, which they prepared and executed 
in this manner; to the hide of a large ox. Pipes 
fitted a leathern vizor of a most terrible appear¬ 
ance, stretched on the jaws of a shark, which he 
had brought from sea, and accommodated with a 
couple of broad glasses instead of eyes. On the 
inside of these, he placed two rush lights, and, with 
a composition of sulphur and saltpetre, made a 
pretty large fuse, which he fixed between two rows 
of the teeth. This equipage being finished, he, one 
dark night chosen for the purpose, put it on, and 
following the commodore into a long passage, in 
which he was preceded by Pern with a light in his 
hand, kindled his fire-work with a match, and be¬ 
gan to bellow like a bull. The boy, as it was con¬ 
certed, looking behind him, screamed aloud, and 
dropped the light, which was extinguished in the 
fall; when Trunnion, alarmed at liis nephew’s con¬ 
sternation, exclaimed, “ Zounds 1 what’s the mat¬ 
ter ?” And, turning about to see the cause of his 
dismay, beheld a hideous phantom vomiting blue 
fliune, which aggravated the horrors of its aspect, 
lie was instantly seized with an agony of fear, 
■tthieh divested him of his reason •, nevertheless, he, 
as it were mechanically, raised his trusty supporter 
iu his own defence, and the apparition advancing 
towards him, aimed it at this dreadfiil annoyance 
with such a convulsive exertion of strength, that, 
had not the blow chanced to light upon one of the 
horns, Mr. Pipes would have had no cause to value 
himself uiwn his invention. Misapplied as it was, 
he did not fail to stagger at the shock, and, dread¬ 
ing another such salutation, closed witVi the com¬ 
modore, and having tripped up his heels, retreated 
with great expedition. 

It was then that Peregrine, pretending to recol¬ 
lect himself a little, ran with all the marks of dis¬ 
turbance and affright, and called up the servants 
to the assistance of their master; whom they found 
in a cold sweat upon the floor, his features betoken¬ 
ing horror and confusion. Hatchway raised him 
lip, and, having comforted him with a cup of Nantz, 
began to inquire into the cause of his disorder; hut 
he could not extract one word of answer from his 
friend, who, after a considerable pause, during which 
he seemed to be wrapped up in profound contem¬ 
plation, pronounced aloud, “By the Jxird! .lack, 
you may say what you wool; but I’ll be d—n’d if 
it was not Davy Jones himself. I know him by 
his saucer-eyes, his three rows of teeth, his horns 
and tail, and the blue smoke that came out of his 
nostrils. What does the blackguard hell’s baby 
want with me? I am sure I never eomniitted 
murder, except in the way of my profession, nor 
wronged any man whatsomever since I first went 


to sea.” This same Davy Jones, according to the 
mythology of sailors, is the fiend that presides 
over all the evil spirits of the deep, and is often 
seen in various shapes, perching among the rigging 
on the eve of hurricanes, shipwrecks, and other 
disasters, to which a seafaring life is exposed j 
warning the devoted wretch of death and woe. No 
wonder then that Trunnion was disturbed by a sup¬ 
posed visit of this demon, which in his opinion 
foreboded some dreadful calamity. 

CIIAPTEK XIV. 

lie is also by tlicir advice eii;;offed in an Adventure with liie 

Exciseman, w]io does not find his Account in Ins own 
Drollery. 

Howsoever preposterous and unaccountable that 
passion may be, which prompts persons, otherwise 
generous and sympathizing, to atfiict and perplex 
^eir follow-creatures, certain it is, our confederates 
entertained such a large proportion of it, that, not 
satisfied with the pranks they had already played, 
they still persecuted the commodore without ciais- 
ing. In the course of his own history, the particu¬ 
lars of which he delighted to recount, he hud often 
rehearsed an adventure of decr-stealing, in which, 
during the unthinking impetuosity of his youth, he 
had been unfortunately concerned. Far from suc¬ 
ceeding in that aehieveraent, he and his associates 
bad, it seems, been made prisoners, after an obsti¬ 
nate engagement with the keepers, and carried 
before a neighbouring justice of the peace, ^\ho 
used Trunnion with great indignity, and with his 
companions committed him to jail. 

His own relations, and in particular an uncle, <>t 
whom lie chiefly depended, treated him during Ins 
confinement with great rigour and ininimanity,and 
absolutely refused to interpose his influence in liis 
hehadf, unless lie would sign a writing obliging 
himself to go to sea wdthin thirty da} s after his re¬ 
lease, under the penalty of being proceeiled against 
as a felon. The alternative was, either to undergo 
this voluntary exile, or remain in prison disowned 
and deserted hy everybody, aud, after all, suffer an 
ignominious trial, that might end in a sentence of 
transportation for life. He, therefore, without much 
hesitation, embraced the proposal of his kinsman, 
and, as he observed, was, in less than a month after 
his discharge, turned adrift to the mercy of the 
wind and waves. 

Since that period he had never maintained any 
correspondence with his relations, all of whom had 
concurred in sending him off; nor would he ever 
pay the least regard to the humiliations and sup¬ 
plications of some among them, who had prostrated 
themselves before him, on the advancement of his 
fortune; hut he retained a most inveterate resent¬ 
ment against his uncle, who was still in being, 
though extremely old and infirm, and frciiuently 
mentioned hisname with all the bitterness of revenge. 

Perry being perfectly well ac(}uaintcd w’ith the 
particulars of this story, which he had heard so 
oftcu repeated, proposed to Hatchway, that a per¬ 
son should be hired to introduce himself to tlie 
commodore, with a supposititious letter of recom¬ 
mendation from this detested kinsman ; an imposi¬ 
tion that, in all likelihood, would afford abundance 
of diversion. 

The lieutenant relished the scheme, and young 
Pickle having composed an epistle for the occasion, 
the exciseman of the parish, a fellow of great 
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Impudence and some humour, in whom Hatchway 
could confide, undertook to transcribe and deliver 
it with his own hand, and also personate the man in 
whovse favour it was feigned to be writ. He ac¬ 
cordingly one morning arrived on horseback at the 
garrison, two hours at least before Trunnion used 
to get up, and gave Pip(>R, who admitted him, to 
tindersland, that he had a letter for his master, 
which he was ordered to deliver to none but the 
commodore himself. This message was no sooner 
communicated, than the indignant chief, who had 
l)eon waked for the purpose, began to curse the 
Qiesscnger for breaking his rest, and swore he would 
not budge till his usual time of turning out. This 
resolution being conveyed to the stranger, he desired 
the carrier to go back and tell him, he had such 
ioyful tidings to impart, that he was sure the eoni- 
nodore would think himself amply rewarded for 
lis trouble, even if he had been raised from the 
jrave to receive them. 

This assurance, flattering as it was, would not 
tiave been powerful enough to persuade him, had it 
lot been assisted with the exhortations of his sjiouse, 
which never failed to influence his conduct, lie 
herefore crept out of bed, though not without 
Treat repugnance, and, wrapping himself in his 
noniing gown, was supporte<l down stairs, rubbing 
lis eye, yawning iearfully, and grumbling all the 
way. As soon as he popped his head into the par- 
our, the supposed stranger made divers awkward 
lows, and with a grinning aKjiect accosted him in 
Jiese words. “ Your most humble servant, most 
loble commodore ! 1 hope you arc in good health ; 
vou look pure and hearty, and, if it was not for 
hut misfortune of your ey, one would not d<‘sire 
lo see a more jileasant countenanee in a Mimmer’s 
lay. Sure as I am a living soul, one would take 
you lobe on this side of ihrei'seore. Laud lu*l]> us 1 
I should have known you to be a Trunnion, if I had 
met with j ou in tlie midst of Salisbury plain, as the 
'Hying is.’* The commodore, who was not at all in 
ihe humour of relishing such an impertinent pre- 
Linble, interrupted him in this place, saying, with a 
[KM'vish aceeiit, “ Tshaw ! pshaw! brotluu*, there’s no 
K’casitui to bowse out so mueli unnecessary gum ; if 
you can’t bring your diseourst* to bear on the right 
'ui)j(‘ot, you had much hettei elaj) a stopjier on } our 
'oiigne, and bring yourself iij), d’> e see. I was told 
v’ou had something to deliver.” Deliver!” cried the 
waggish iiniiostor, “ odds heart! 1 have got soine- 
hing for you that will makt* your very entrails re- 
oice within your body. Here’s a letter from a dear 
nid worthy friend of yours, 'fake, read it, and be 
lappy. Jflessiiigs on his old heart! one w'ould 
liiiik h<* had renewed his age, like the eagles.” 
rruiinioTi’s cx])eetution being thus raised, he called 
or his Riioetaeles, adjusted them to his eye, took 
he letter, and, l)(*ing curious to know the subserij)- 
ion, no sooner perceived his umde's name, tlian he 
Parted back, his lip quivered, and he began to shake 
n every limh with resentment and surprise ; ne\er- 
heless eager to know the subject of an epistle from 
I person who had never before troubled him with 
my sort of address, he endeavoured to recollect 
limscll; and perused the contents, which wore 
diese. 

“ Li>vis<i Neimikw,—I doubt nnt but you will bp rejoiced 
o liear of iny wcllarp ; and well you may, coubirtering wliat a 
^‘Uul uncle 1 have been to you in thedn)a of your youlb, .and 
liow httle you deBprved any Mirh tlmig, for yon wan jilwaus 
.1 rrapelchB ynuiif> man. rAcn to wirked coiirse« and b.'id 
oinpany, whereby you would have come to u slunietul eiul, 


had it not been for my care in sending you out of mischief* 
way. But this ia not the cause of my present writing. The 
hearer, Mr. Timothy Trickle, is a distant relation of yours, 
being the son of the cousin of your aunt Margery, and is not 
over and above well as to worldly matters. He thinks of going 
to London, to see for some post in the excise or customs, if eo 
be that you will recommend him to some great man of your 
acquaintance, and give him a small matter to keep him till 
ho is provided. I doubt not, nephew, hut you will be glad 
to serve him, if it was no more but for the respect you bear 
to me, who am, 

“Loving nephew, your affectionate uncle, and servant 
to command, “Tobiah 'J'kumnion.” 

Tt would be a difficult task for the inimittible 
Hogarth himself to exhibit the ludicrous cxjiression 
of the commodore’s countenance, while he read 
this letter. It was not a stare of astonishment, a 
convulsion of rage, or a ghastly grin of revenge, 
but an association of all three, that took possession 
of his features. At length he hawked up, with in¬ 
credible straining, the inteijection Ah I that seemed 
to have stuck some time in his windjiipe, and thus 
gave vent to his indignation. “ Have I come along 
side of you at last, you old stinking curmudgeon I 
you lie, you lousy hulk, you lie—you did all in 
jour ])ow’cr to founder me when I was a stripling; 
and, as for being graceless, and wicked, and keep¬ 
ing bad company, you tell a d-—ned lie again, j ou 
thit*f; there was not a more peaceable lad in the 
county, and T kept no bud company but your own, 
d’ye see. Therefore, you Trickle, or what’s your 
name, tell the old rascal that sent jou hither, that 1 
spit in his face, and eall him horse; that I tear his 
letter into rags, so ; and that T trample upon it as I 
would upon his own villanous carcase, d’ye see.” 
So saying, he danced in a short of frenzy upon the 
fragments of the ])aiHT, wliich lie had scattered 
about the room, to the inexpressible salisiaetion of 
the triumvirate, who beheld the scene. 

The exciseman having got between him and the 
door, which was left open for his escape, in case of 
necessity, affected great confusion and surprise at 
hks behaviour, saying, witli an air of inortifleation, 
“Lord he merciful unto me! is this the way you 
treat your ov n relations, and the roeominendution 
of your best friend! Surely all gratitude and 
virtue luis left this sinful world ! ^^'hat will cousin 
Tim, and Dick, and Tom, and good mother Tijikin. 
and her daughters, cousins Sue and True, and J’eg, 
with all the rest of our kinsfolk, .saj, when they 
hear of this unconscionable reception that I have 
met with? Consider, sir, that ingratitude is worse 
than the sin of w'itcheruft, as the Apostle wisely 
observes ; and do not send me away with such un- 
(diri.stian usage, which will lav a heavy load of 
guilt upon jour poor miserable soul.” “What, 
you are on a cruise for a po.st, brother Trickle, 
au’t ye?” said Trunnion, interrupting him, “we 
shall find a jiost for you in a trice, my boy. Here, 
ripcs, take this saucy son of a bitch, belay him to 
the whipj)ing-post in the yard. I’ll teach you to 
rowce me in the morning with such impertinent 
me.ssages.” Pipes, who wanted to carry the joke 
farther than the exciseman dreamed of, laid hold of 
him in a twinkling, and executed the orders of his 
commander, notwithstanding all his nods, winking, 
and significant gestures, which the boatswain’s 
mate would by no means understand; so that he 
began to rei)ent of the part he acted in this per¬ 
formance, which was like to end so tragically, aud 
stoofl fastened to the stake, in a very disagreeable 
jJfcte of suspense, casting many a nieful look over 
his left shoulder, while Pipes was absent iv quest of 
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ft cat and nine tails, in expectation of’being relieved 
!>y the interposition of the lieutenant, "who did not, 
however, appear. Tom, returning with the instru¬ 
ment of correction, undressed the delinquent in a 
trice, and whispering in his ear, that he was very 
sorry for being employed in such an office, but durst 
not for his soul di^>l)cy the orders of his comman¬ 
der, flourished the scourge about liis head, and, 
with admirable dexterity, made such a smarting 
application to the offender’s back urul shoulders, 
that the distracted gauger ]>erformed sundry new 
cuts with his feet, and bellowed hideously with pain, 
to the infinite satisfaction of the spectators. At 
length, when he was almost flea’d from his rump to 
the nape of his neck. Hatchway, who had purposely 
absented himself liitherto, appeared in the yard, 
and, interjiosing in his ])ehair, prevailed upon 'i'nm- | 
nion to call off the exeeutiouer, and ordered the 
malefactor to be released. 

The exeiseman, mad with the eatastrophe he had 
undergone, threatened to be revenged upon liis em¬ 
ployers, by making a candid eoufeiHsion of the 
whole plot; hut the lieutenant giving him to under¬ 
stand, that, in so doing, he would bring upon him- 
Kolf a j)roseeution for fraud, forgery, and imposture, 
he was fain to put up with lus loss, and sneaki'd 
out of the garrison, attended with a vtilley of 
curses discharged upon him by the oommodore, 
who was exceedingly irritated by the disturbance 
and disappoiTitiuent he had undergone. 


CIIATTEIl XV. 

The Coinmoduro dctL'Cts Uk' M<u-hinntions cf the ('onRpira- 
tiirs, and hiicsa Tutor tor Peregrine, whom he M*ttlcs at 
WmrhcstiT School. 

Thin wa.s not the least affliction he Rtifieretl from 
the unwearied endeaxmrs and inexhamsled inven¬ 
tion of his tormentors, who harassv'd hnn with such 
a variety of nnselm*vons jjranks, than he liegaii to 
think all the devils in hell had conspired against 
his peace; and accordingly fiecame very serious 
and eontem})ln!i\e on the subject. 

In th(* course of bis meditations, v ben he re¬ 
collected and eompared the eireumstances of every 
mortification to which he had been lately exposed, 
he could not help susjieeting that some of them 
must have been contrived to vex him; and, as he 
was not ignorant of liis lieuteuant’s disposition, nor 
unacquainted with tlie talents of I'eregrme. lu* re¬ 
solved to <)bscj \e them both for tlie future with the 
utmost care and eireumspeetion. 'This resolution, 
aided by the incautious conduct of the eons])irafors, 
whom, by this time, success had rendered heedless 
ami indiscreet, was att(*nded with liie desired efteet. 
He in a little time <leU*eted Perry in a new plot, 
and, by dint of a little cbastiscuuent, and a great 
many threats, extorted from him a confession of all 
the contrivances in which he had been eoncm’ued. 
The commodore was thunderstniek at the discovery, 
and so mueU incensed against llaleliwuiy for the 
part be liad acted in the wdiole, that he deliberated 
with hiinseltj whether he should demand satisfac¬ 
tion with sword and pistol, or dismiss him from tiu’ 
garrison, and renounce all frieiHlshiji with him at 
once, lint he had been so long accustonie<l to Jack's 
company, that lie could not live without him ; aiul, 
u{>on more cool reflection, perceiving that what he 
hw done was rather the effect of wantonriess than 
malice, which he himself would have laughed to 


see take place upon any other person, he deter¬ 
mined to devour liis chagrin, and extend hie for¬ 
giveness even to Vipes, whom, in the first sally of 
his passion, he had looked upon in a more criminal 
light than that of a simple mutineer. This deter¬ 
mination was seconded by another, which he thought 
absolutely necessary for his own repose,andinwhich 
his own interest, and that of liis nephew concurred. 

I’eregrinc, who was now turned of twelve, had 
made such advances under the instruction of Jen¬ 
nings, that he often disputed upon grammar, and 
w'as sometimes thought to have the better in his 
contests with the ])arlsh jiriest, who, notwithstand¬ 
ing this acknowledged superiority of his antagonist, 
did great justice to his genius, which he as.sured 
Mr. 'J'runnioii wmuld be lost for want of eultivation, 
if the boy was not immediately sent to prosecute 
' his studies at some jiroper seminary of learning. 

This maxim had been more than once inculcated 
upon the connnodoiv by Mrs. 'rrimnion, wlio, over 
and above the deference she paid tii the parson's 
opinion, had a reason of her own for w islinig to see 
the house clear of i’eregrim*, at w hose jiryiug dis¬ 
position she began to he very uneasy, liidueed by 
these motives, which were joined by the solicitation 
of the youth himself, w-lio ardently longed to see a 
little more of the world, his uncle determined to 
send him forthwith to Winehe.ster, under the iimne- 
diate care and inspection of a governor, to whom 
he allowed a very lumd.soine appointment for that 
}mrpose, 'J’his gentleman, wliosc name wa.s Mr. 
Jacob Jolter, had hi'cn schoolfellow with the parson 
of the parish, w ho recommended him to Mrs. Trun¬ 
nion as a ptM’sou of great wortli and U‘arning, in 
every respect <(uaiified for the office of a tutor, lie 
likewise added, by way of eulogiuiu, tliat lie was a 
man of exeinjilary piety, and particularly zealous 
for tlie honour of the elmreh of w’hieli he was a 
meniher, having been many year.s in holy orders, 
though lie did not then exercise any function of 
the prii'sthood. liuleed Mr. Jolter's zeal was so 
eveeedingly fervent, as on some occasions to get 
tlie better of lus discretion; for, being a high 
elmrehmaii, and of conseijueiiee a malcontent, his 
resentment was liahituated into an uusurmoimtable 
prejudice against the present disposition of afl'air.s, 
which, by confoiniding the nation w ith the ministry, 
.sometimes led him into erroneous, not to say absurd 
ealeniations ; (>tllers^ ise u man of good morals, well 
versed m mathematies and school divinity, studies 
which had not at all eontrihuted to sweeten and 
unbend tlie naturai sourness and severity of his 
eonqilexum. 

J'iiis gentleman being destined to the charge of 
supeiintending I’erry’s education, everything w'as 
prepared for their depailure; and Tom J’ipes, in 
eonsequenee of his own petition, put into livery, 
an<l appointed footman to the young R({uire. lint, 
before they set out, the eoinmodorc paid the, compli¬ 
ment ofeommunieatinghis design to Mr. Tickle, who 
ajiproved of the plan, though he durst not venture 
to see the hoy ; so mueh was he iutimi<lated by the' 
remonstrances of his wife, whose aversion to her 
firstborn became every day more inveterate and 
unaeeountable. This unnatural caprice seemed to 
be sujijiorted by a eonsideratioii which, one w'ould 
imagine, might have rather vanquished her disgust. 
Her second son (lam, who was now in the fourth 
year of Ids age, had been rickety from the cradle, 
and as remarkably unpromising in upjiearance a.^ 
Terry was agreeable in Ids jicrson. As the de- 
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fonnity increased, the mother’s fondness was aug¬ 
mented, and the virulence of her hate against the 
other son seemed to prevail in the same proportion. 

Ear from allowing Perry to enjoy the common 
privileges of a child, she would not suffer him to 
approach his father's house, expressed uneasiness 
whenever his name happened to he mentioned, 
sickened at his praivse, and in all respects behaved 
like a most rancorous stepmother. Though she no 
longer retained that ridiculous notion of his heiiig 
an impostor, she still continued to abhor him, as if 
she really beiit?ved liim to be sueli; and when any 
person desired to know the cause of her surprising 
dislike, she always lost her temper, and peevishly 
replied, that she had reasons of her own, which she 
was not obliged to declare; nay, so much was slie 
affected by this vicious partiality, that slie broke off 
ill eonuneree with her sister-in-Uiw and the eom- 
iiodore, becaiise they favoured the j) 0 ()r child with 
Jieir eoiintenanee and protection. 

Jler jiialiee, however, was frustrated hy the love 
ind gentTosity of 'J’runnion, who, having adopted 
inn as his own son, equipped him aecordingly, and 
‘arried him and his governor in his own coach to 
lu* place of ilestination, where tlu'y w'ere settled on 
i very genteel footing, and everything regulated 
lecording to their desires. 

Mrs. Trunnion behaved with grejt deecju'y at the 
leparture of her neidiew, to whom, \\ith a great 
nany piotis advices and injunctions to behave witli 
uihmisbion and reverence towards his tutor, she 
u’esented a diamond ring ol‘ small valu<‘, and a gold 
nedal, as tokens of her affection and este<*in. As 
or the lieutenant, he aecoinpanied them in the 
•oach; and such was the friendship he liad eon- 
raeied for IVrrj, tliat. when the eominodore pro- 
msed to return, after ha\ing aeeonqilished the 
ntent of his journey, Jack absolutely refused to 
ittend bun, and signilie<l his resolution to stay 
where he was. 

'rrunnitni was the more startled at this deelara- 
ion, as Hatchway was become so necessary to liini 
m almost ail the purposes of his life, that he fore¬ 
saw he vsliould not he able to exist w itlumt iiis com¬ 
pany. Not a little affected witii this consideration, 
lie turned his eye ruefully upon the lieutenant, 
%nying, in a piteous tone, “ What! leave me at last, 
lack, after we have weatln’red so many hard gales 
fogether? 1) n my limbs! 1 tiiouglil you had 
luTn more of an lioiiest lieart. 1 looked up<m you 
AS my foremast, and Tom Pipes as my mizen ; now 
he is carried away ; if so be as you go too, my 
Btaiuliiig rigging being decayed, d'ye see, the first 
‘iqiiall will bring me l>y the hoard. 1)— n ye, if in 
ease 1 have gi\ en offence, can’t you sjieak above 
ho.ird. and 1 shall make you amends.'’ 

Jack being ashamed to own the true situation of 
his thoughts, after some hesitation, answered with 
perplexity and incoherence, “ No, d -me! that an’t 
the ease neither; to he sure y'ou always used me in 
an olfieer-like manner, that T imist own, to give the 
devil his due, as the saying is; hut for all that, this 
here is the case, 1 have some thoughts of going to 
school myself, to learn your Latin Inigo; for, as the 
saying is, Jivftvr mend (ale than never. And J am 
mfonned a.s how one can get more for the money 
here than anywhere else.” 



representhigthat the boys would make game of liim, 
and that he would become a laughing-stock to all 


the world; he persisted in his resolution to stay 
and the commodore was fain to liave recourse to 
the mediation of Pipes and Perry, who employed 
their influence with Jack, and at last prevailed 
upon him to return to the garrison, after l^unnion 
had promised he should be at liberty to visit them 
once a month. This stipulation being settled, he 
and bis friend took leave of the pupil, governor, 
and attendant, and next nmming set out for their 
liabitation, which they reached in safety that same 
night. 

Much was Hatchway’s reluctance to leave Pere¬ 
grine, that he is said, for the first time in his life, to 
have looked misty at parting: certain I am, tliat, on 
the road homeivards, after a long pause of silence, 
which the commodore never dreamed of interrupt¬ 
ing, he exclaimed all of a sudden, i’ll be d—n’d 
if the dog lia’n’t given me some stuff to make me 
love him.” Indeed tliere was something congenial 
in the disposition of these two friends, which iiev(.*r 
fail(‘(l to manifest itself in the si*quel, howsoever dif¬ 
ferent their education, eireumstanees, and con¬ 
nexions happened to be. 

CHAPTER XVT. 

■'vprlno distinfraishcs lurnsoir anionff his Srhool-fellow*. 

exposes his Tutor, anti attracts the particular Notice of 
the Alnster. 

I'nrs h*ft to the ^irosecution of his studies, Pere¬ 
grine was in a little time a distinguished cliaracter, 
not only for his* ncttlcTU'ss of ajiprehension, but also 
for that mischit'vous fertility of fancy, of vhieli we 
have already given sueh jiregnant examples. Ihit, 
as there was a great immlier of sueh luminaries in 
tills new sphere to winch he belonged, his talents 
were not so conspicuous, while they shone in his 
single capacity, as tlu'v afterwards appeared, when 
they eoneeatred and reflected the ra} s of the whole 
constellation. 

At first he confined himself to piddling game, 
exercising his genius upon his own tutor, who 
attracted his attention, by eiuleavouriug to season 
his mind with certain political maxims, the fallacy 
of w iiich he had discernment enough to perceive. 
Scarce a day jiassed in which he did not find means 
to iviulcr Mr. .loiter the object of ridicule; his 
violent prejiidiees, ludicrous vanity, awkward 
solemnity, and ignorance of mankind, afforded 
continual food for the raillery, petulance. an<i satire 
of his i>ujnl, who never neglected an opportunil) of 
laughing, and making others laugh at Ids expensi*. 

Sometimes, in their jiarlies, by mixing brandy in 
Ids w'ine, he deeo} ed this pedagogue into a debaneh, 
during which his caution forsook Idin, and he ex- 
l>osed himself to the censure of the company. Mome- 
times, when the eonvevsutiou turned upon intricate 
subjects, he practised nj>on him the Socratic me¬ 
thod of confutation, and, under pretence of being 
informed, by an aitfiil train of puzzling questions, 
inscTisibl) betrayed him into self-eoiitradietion. 

All the reniainsof authority w hieh lie had hitherto 
preserved over Peregriue soon vanished; so that, 
for the future, no sort of ceremony subsisted be¬ 
twixt them; and all Mr. doltcr’s precepts were 
conveyed in hints of friendly advice, which the 
other might either follow or neglect at his own 
jileasiire. No wondt*!*, then, that Peregrine gave a 
loose to his inclinations, and, hy dint of genius, and 
nil enterprising temper, made a figure among the 
younger class of heroes in the school. 
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Before he had been a f\ill year at Winchester, he 
had signalized himself in so many achievements in 
detiaiU’C to the laws and regulations of the place, 
that he wus looked upon with admiration, and ac¬ 
tually chosen JDux, or leader, by a large body of 
his cotemporaries. It was not long before his fame 
reached the ears of his master, who sent for Mr. 
Jolter, communicated to him tlic informations ho 
had received, and desired him to check the vivacity 
of his charge, and redouble his vigilance in time to 
come, else he should be obliged to make a public 
example of his pupil for the benefit of the school. 

The governor, conscious of Ms own unimpor¬ 
tance, was not a little disconcerted at this injunction, 
which it was not in his power to fulfil by any com¬ 
pulsive means. Ho therefore w'ont home in a very 
pensive mood, and, after mature deliberation, re¬ 
solved to expostulate with J’eregrine in the most 
familiar terms, .and endeavour to dissuade him from 
practices which might affect his character as well 
as interest, lie accordingly frankly told him the 
Buhjeef of the master’s discoiiree, represented the 
disgrace he might incur by negle<'ting this warn¬ 
ing, and, putting him in mind of his own situation, 
hinted the eonsequenoes of the eonnnodorc’s dis¬ 
pleasure, in case he should he brought to disap¬ 
prove of his conduct. These* insinuations made the 
greater impression, as they w-ere delivered with 
many exjiressions of friendship and concern. The 
young gentleman was not so raw hut that he could 
perceive the solidity of Mr. dolter's advice, to whieh 
he promised to conform, because his pride was in¬ 
terested in the utfuir; and he eonsidered his own 
reformation as the only means of avoiding that in¬ 
famy which, even in idea, be could not hear. 

His governor, finding him so reasonable, profited 
by these moments of reflection ; and, in order to 
prevent a relapse, proposed that he should engage 
in some delightful study tliat would agreeably amuse 
his imagination, and gradually detach him from 
those eoi»u*xions which had involved him in so 
many troublesome adventures. For this purpose, 
he, with many rapturous encomiums, rccommendi'd 
the mathematics, as yielding more rational andsen- 
Bihle pleasures to a youthful fancy than any other 
subject of contemplation, and actually began to read 
Euclid with him that same afternoon. 

Feregrine entered upon this branch of learning 
with ail that warmth of application which hoys 
commonly yield on the first change of study ; hut 
he had scarce advanced beyond the Pons Asniornm^ 
when his ardour abated; the test of truth by de¬ 
monstration did not elevate him to those transports 
of joy with which his preceptor had regaled his ex¬ 
pectation ; and before he arrived at the fortieth- 
aiid-sevcnth proposition, he began to yawn drearily, 
make abundance of wry faces, and thought him¬ 
self hut indifferently pmd for liis attention, when 
lie shared the vast discovery of Pythagoras, and 
understood that the square of the hypothonusc was 
equal to the squares of the other two sides of a 
right-angled triangle, lie was ashamed, however, 
to fail iu his undertaking, and persevered, with great 
industry, until he had finished the first four hooks, 
acquired plain trigonometry, with the method of 
algebraical calculation, and made himself well ac¬ 
quainted with the principles of surveying; but no 
consideration could prevail upon him to extend his 
inquiries farther in thifi science, and he returned 
with double relish to his former avocations, like a 
stream, which, being dammed* accumulates more 


force, and, bursting over its mounds, rushes down 
with double impetuosity. 

Mr. .Toiler saw with astonishment and chagrin, 
hut could not resist the torrent. Ilis behaviour was 
now no other than a series of license and effrontery 
prank succeeded prank, and outrage followed out¬ 
rage, with surprising velocity. Complaints were 
every day prefeiTcd against him; in vain were ad¬ 
monitions bestowed by the governor in private, and 
menaces discharged by the masters in public; he 
disregarded the first, despised the latter, divested 
himself of all manner of restraint, and proceeded in 
Ills career to sueh a pitch of audacity, that a con¬ 
sultation was held upon the subject, in which it 
was detennined that this untoward spirit should he 
humbled by a severe and ignominious flogging for 
the very next offence he should eommit. in the 
mean time, Mr. Jolter was desired to write, iu the 
master’s name, to the commodore, requesting him 
to remove Tom I’ipes from the person of his nephew, 
tlie said Pijics being a principal actor and abettor 
in all his malversations; and to put a stop to the 
monthly visitations of the mutilated lieutenant, who 
had never once failed to use his permission, but 
came punctual to a day, always fraught with boiuc 
new invention. Indeed, by this time, Mr. Hatch¬ 
way was as well known, and much better beloved 
by every hoy in the school, than the master who 
instructed him, ind always received by a number 
of scholars, who used to attend I’eregrine when he 
went forth to meet Mis friend, and conduct him to 
his lodging with public tebtimouics of joy and ap- 
])lausc. 

As for Tom Pipes, he was not so properly the 
attendant of Peregrine, as master of the revels to 
the whole school, lie mingled in all their parties, 
and superintended their diversions, (U'eiding be¬ 
tween boy and boy, as if he acted by commission 
under tlie great seal. He regulated their motions 
by his whistle, instructed the young boys in the 
games of hnstle-eap, leap-frog, and chuek-farthing; 
imparted to those of a more advanced age, the 
sciences of cribbage and all-fours, together with 
tlie method of Ktorming the castle, acting the co¬ 
medy of i’rinee Arthur, and other pantomimes, as 
tliey are commonly exhibited at sea; and instructed 
the seniors, who were distinguished by tlie appella¬ 
tion of bloods, in cudgel-playing, dancing the St. 
(iiles’s hornpipe, drinking flip, and smoking tobacco. 
These qualifications had rendered him so necessary 
an<l accejitable to the scholars, that, exclusive ol 
ik*rry’s concern in the affair, liis dismission, in all 
probability, would have produced some dangerous 
convulsion in the community, .loiter, therefore, 
knowing his importance, informed his pupil of the 
directions he had received, and very candidly asked 
how he should demean himself in the execution; 
for he durst not write to the commodore without 
this previous notice, fearing that the young gentle¬ 
man, as soon as lie should get an inkling of the 
affair, would follow the example, and make his 
uncle acquainted with certain anecdotes, which it 
was the governor’s interest to keep concealed. 
Peregrine w'as of opinion that he should spare him¬ 
self the trouble of conveying any complaints to the 
commodore, and if questioned by the master, assure 
him he had complied with his desire; at the same 
time he promised faithfully to conduct himself with 
such circumspection for the future, that the mas¬ 
ters should have no temptation to revive the in- 
r^uiry. But the resolution attending this extorted 
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promise was too frail to last, and, in less than a 
fortniKlit, our younp hero found himself entangled 
in an adventure, from whieh he was not extricated 
with Ids usual good fortune. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

lie is concerned in a danfjcrous Adventure with a certain 
(iardencr—Siibliiues his Ideas, conuncnces Gallant, and 
becomes acquainted with Miss Kniily Gauntlet. 

ITe, and Koine of his companions, one day entered 
a garden in the suburbs, aud having indulged their 
a|>j)etitcs, desired to know what satisfaction they 
must make for the fruit they had pulled. The gar¬ 
dener demanded wlmt, in their opinion, was an ex¬ 
orbitant price; and they, with many opprobrious 
terms, refused to pay it. The ])easant being surly 
and untractable, insisted upon his right; neither 
was he didieieut nor sparing in tlie eloquence of 
vulgar abuse. His guests attempted to retreat; a 
scuffle ensued, in whieh Peregrine lost his caji; and 
the gardener, being in danger, from the number of 
lus fo<*R, called to his wife to let loose the dog, wlio 
instantly flew to his master's assistance, and, after 
having tore the leg of one, and the shoulder of an¬ 
other, ])ut the wliole body of the scholars to flight. 
Enraged at the indignity wdiieh had been oftered 
them, they solicited a reinforcement of their friends, 
and, with lorn I’ipes at their head, marche<l back 
to the held of battle. Their adversary seeing them 
aj>pro{ieh, called ids apprentice, who worked at the 
other end of the ground, to his assistance, armed 
him with a mattock, while ho himself wielded an 
hoe, bolted his door on the inside, aud, flanked with 
his man and mastiff, waited tlie attack without 
flinching. He had not remained three minutes in 
this posture of defence, when Pipes, who acted as 
the enemy’s forlorn hope, advanced to the gate with 
great intrepidity, and claj»ping his foot to the door, 
which W{is none of the stoutest, with the execution 
and despatch of a petard, sjjlit it into a thousand 
pieces. This sudden execution had an immediate 
effect upon the 'prentice, who retreated with great 
precipitation, and escaped at a postern. Hut the 
master placed hi^nself like another Hercules in the 
breach; and when Pipes, brandishing his cudgel, 
stepped forw^ard to engage him, levelled his wea- 
]K>u w ith such force and dexterity nt his head, that, 
had the skull been made of penetrable stuff, the 
iron edge must have cleft his pate in twain. Case- 
niatcd as he was, the instrument cut sheer even to 
the bone, on which it struck with such amazing 
violence, that R])arks of real fire were produced by 
the collision. And let not the incredulous reader 
pretend to doubt the truth of this phenomenon, un¬ 
til he shall have first perused the ingenious Peter 
Kolben's Natural History of the ('ape of (jood 
Hope, where the inhabitants commonly use to 
strike fire with the shin-bones of lions, wdneh have 
been killed in that part of Africa. 

Pipes, though a little disconcerted, far from being 
disabled by the blow, in a trice retorted the com¬ 
pliment with his truncheon; which, had not his 
antagonist expeditiously slipped his head aside, 
Would have laid him breathless across his own 
threshold; but, happily for him, he received the 
salutation upon his right shoulder, wfflich crashed 
beneath the stroke, and the hoe dropped instantly 
fi'om his tingling hand. Tom perceiving, and Iwing 
unwilling to forego the advantage he had gained, 
darted his head into the bosom of this son of earth. 


and overturned him on the plain, being himself that 
instant assaulted by the mastiff^ who fastened upon 
the outside of his thigh. Peeling himself incom¬ 
moded by this assailant in his rear, he quitted the 
prostrate gardener to the resentment of his asso¬ 
ciates, who ])oured upon him in shoals, and, turning 
about, laid hold with both his hands of this ferocious 
animal’s throat, which he squeezed with such in¬ 
credible force and perseverance, that the creature 
quitted his bold, his tongue lolled out of his jaws, 
the blood started from his eyes, and he swung a 
Kfeless trunk betw'cen the hands of his vanquisher. 

It was well for his master that he did not longer 
exist! for by this time he was overwhelmed by 
such a multitude of foes, that his whole body scarce 
afforded points of contact to all the fists that drum¬ 
med uj)on it, consequently, to use a vulgar phrase, 
his wind was almost knocked out, before Ifipes had 
leisure to interpose in his behalf, and persuade his 
oflenders to desist, by representing that the wife 
had gone to alarm the neighbourhood, and that in 
all probability they would be intercepted in their 
return. They accordingly listened to his remon¬ 
strances, and marched homewards in triumph, 
leaving the gardener in the embraces of his mother 
earth, from which he had not power to move when 
he was found by liis di.seon.solatc lieljimate and 
.some friends, whom she had assembled for his as- 
sistaiiee. Among these was a hlacksmilh and farrier, 
who took cognizance of his carcass, every limb of 
winch having examined, he declared there was no 
bone broke, and, taking out his fleam, blooded him 
plentifully as he lay. He was then conveyed to his 
i)ed, from w'hich he w’as not able to stir during a 
w'hole month. His family c<iming ujion the parish, 
a formal complaint was made to the master of the 
school, and Tcrogriue represented as the ringleader 
of those who committed this barbarous assault. 
An inquiry was immediately set on foot, and the 
articles of impeachment being fully proved, our 
hero was sentenced to be severely chastised in the 
face of the w hole school. This was a disgrace, the 
thoughts of whieh his proud heart could not brook. 
He resolved to make his elopement rather than un¬ 
dergo the ]>unishmeiit to which he was doomed; 
and having signified his sentiments to his confe¬ 
derates, they promised, one and all, to stand by 
him, and either screen him from the chastisement, 
or share his fate. 

Confiding in this friendly protestation, he ap¬ 
peared unconcerned on the day that was ajipointed 
tor his punishment; and, when he was called to his 
destiny, advanced tow-ards the scone, attended by 
the greatest part of the scholars, who intimated 
their determination to the master, and proposed 
that I'eregrinc should be forgiven, 'Phe superior 
beliavcd with that dignity of demeanour whieh 
became his place, represented the folly and pre¬ 
sumption of their demand, reprehended them for 
their audacious proceeding, and ordered c^ery boy 
to his respective station. They obeyed his com¬ 
mand, and our unfortunate hero was publicly horsed, 
in ierron'm of all whom it might ooiicern. 

This disgrace had a very sensible effect upon the 
mind of Peregrine, who having by this time passed 
the fourteenth year of his age, began to adopt the 
pride and sentiments of a man. Thus dishonourably 
stigmatized, he was ashamed to appear in public as 
usual; he was iirceiised against his companions for 
their infidelity and irresolution, and plunged into a 
profound reverie tliat lasted several weeks, during 
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instantly recopiising his charmer, obeyed the irre¬ 
sistible impulse of his love, and caught the fair 
creature in his arms. Nor did she seem offended 
at this forwardness of behaviour, which mipht have 
displeased another of a less open disposition, or 
less used to the freedom of a sensible education; 
but her natural frankness had been encouraged and 
improved by the easy and familiar int(*rcourse in 
which she had been bred; and therefore, instead 
of reprimanding him with a severity of look, she 
with grbat good humour rallied him upon his 
assurance, which, she observed, was undoubtedly 
the effect of his own conscious merit, and conducted 
him into a parlour, where he found her mother, 
who in very polite terms expressed her satisfaction 
at seeing linn within her house. 

After tea, Miss Kmy proposed an evening walk, 
which they enjoyed through a variety of little cojises 
and lawns, watered by a most romantic stream, that 
quite enchanted the imagination of Peregrine. 

It was late before they returned from this agree¬ 
able excursion; and when our lover wished tlic 
ladies good night, Mrs. Gauntlet insisted upon his 
staying to supper, and treated him with particular 
demonstrations of regard and affection. As her ] 
economy was not encumbered with an unnecessary 
number of domestics, her own presence w’us often 
required in different parts of the house; so that 
the young gentieman w'as supplied witli frequent 
opportunities of promoting nis suit, by all the 
tender oaths and insinuations tliat his passion could 
suggest. He protested her idea hsul taken such 
entire possession of his heart, tiiat, finding himself 
unable to support her absence one day longer, he 
liad quitted his studies, and left his governor by 
stealth, that he might visit the object of liis adora¬ 
tion, and be blessed in her company for a few days 
without interruption. 

Bhe listened to his addresses with such affability 
as denoted approbati<n» and delight, and gently 
chid him as a thoughtless truant, but carefully 
avoided the confession of a mutual flame; because 
she discerned, in the midst of all his tenderness, a 
levity of pride which she durst not venture to trust 
with such a declaration. Perhaps she was con¬ 
firmed in this caution by her mother, who very 
wisely, in her civilities to him, maintained a sort 
of ceremonious distance, which she thought not 
only requisite for the honour and interest of her 
family, but likewise for her own exculpation, should 
she ever be taxed w'ith having encouraged or 
abetted him in the imprudent sallies of bis youth. 
Yet, notw’ithstauding this affected reserve, he was 
treated with such distinction by both, that he was 
ravished with his situation, and became more and 
more enamoured every day. 

While he remained under the influence of this 
sweet intoxication, his absence produced great 
disturbance at Winchester. Mr. Jolter was griev¬ 
ously afflicted at his abrupt departure, which 
alarmed him the more, as it happened after a long 
fit of melancholy which he had perceived in his 
pupil. He communicated his apprehensions to the 
master of the school, who advised him to apprize 
the commodore of his nephew’s disappearance, and 
in the mean time inquire at all the inns in town, 
whether he had hired horses, or any sort of carriage, 
for his conveyance, or was met with on the road by 
any person who could give an account of the direc¬ 
tion in which lie travelled. 

Tibs scrutiny, though performed with great 


diligence and minuteness, was altogether meffeo- 
tual; they could obtain no intelligence of the 
runaway. Mr. Trunnion was well nigh distracted 
at the news of his flight; he raved with great 
fury at the imprudence of Peregrine, whom, iu his 
first transports, he d—cd as an ungrateful deserter; 
then he cursed Hatchway and Pipes, who he swore 
had foundered the lad by their pernicious counsels; 
and, lastly, transferred his execrations upon dolter, 
because he had not kept a better look-out: finally, 
he made an apostrophe to that son of a bitch the 
gout, which for the present disabled him from 
searcliing for his nephew in person. That he 
might not, liowever, neglect any means in his 
power, he immediately despatched expresses to all 
the sea-port towns on that eoiwt, that he might be 
prevented from leaving the kingdom; and the 
lieutenant, at his own desire, was sent across the 
country, in quest of this young fugitive. 

Four days had he unsuccessfully carried on his 
inquiries with groat accuracy, when, resolving to 
return by Winchester, where he hoped to meet 
with some hints of intelligence, by wliicU be 
might profit in bis future search, he struck off tin* 
common road, to take the benefit of a nearer eut, 
and finding himself benighted near a village, took 
up his lodgings at the first inn to which his horse 
directed him. Having bespoke something for 
Supper, and retired to his chamber, where heamnsed 
himself with a pipe, he heanl a confused noise of 
rustic jollity, which being all of a sudden interrupted, 
after a short pause his ear was saluted with the 
voice of Pipes, who, at the solicitation of the com¬ 
pany began to entertain them witii a song. 

Hatchway instantly recognised the well-known 
sound, in which indeed he could not possibly be 
mistaken, as nothing in nature bore the least re¬ 
semblance to it; he tlirew his pipe into the chim¬ 
ney, and, snalcliing up one of Ins pistols, ran 
immediately to tiie apartment from whence the 
voice issu«*d; he no sooner entered, tlian, distin- 
gui.siiing his old ship-mate in a crowd of country 
lieasunt.s, he in a moment .sprung upon him, and, 
clapping his pistol to hi.s breast, exclaimed, “1)—n 
you, Pipes, you arc a dead man, if you don’t imme¬ 
diately produce young master.” 

This menacing application had a much greater 
effect ujK>n the company than upon I'om, who, 
looking at the lieuUmant with great Irarujuillity, 
replied, Why, so 1 can, Mr. Hatchway.” “What! 
safe and sound.’” cried the other. “As a roach," 
answered Pipes, so much to the satisfaction of hi.s 
friend ,lack, that he shook him by the hand, and 
desired him to proceed with his song. This being 
performed, and the reckoning discharged, the two 
friends adjourned to tlie otlier room, where the 
lieutenant was informed of the manner in which 
the young gentleman had made his elopement from 
college, as well as of the other particulars of his pre¬ 
sent situation, as far as they had fallen within the 
sphere of the relater's comprehension. 

While they sat tlius conferring together, Pere¬ 
grine, having taken leave of his ini8trc.ss for the 
night, came home, and wa.s not a little surprised 
when Hatchway, entering his chamber in a .s<‘a 
attitude, thrust out liis hand by way of salutation. 
Ilis old pupil received Iutu, as usual, with great 
cordiality, and expressed his astonishment at meet¬ 
ing him in that place; hut when he understood the 
eause and intention of his arrival, he started with 
concern, and, his visage glowing with indignation, 
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inid hind b« vaR old enough to l>e judge of hia own 
xmducr^ and, irhen he ^ould see it convenient, 
irouJd return of iiimaelf? hut those who thought 
Jie wuMto he compelled to hia duty would hnd thom- 
Sulvea egregioasly mistaken. 

I'he lieutcnaiit uasured him. that, for his own 
part, lie hud uu intention to offer liim the Icabt 
riolenee; but at the fuiiie tinic he represented to 
him the danger of inceowiig the coniniodore, who 
vu» already almost distracted on account of his 
iheencc; and, in short, c<mveyed his argunientii, 
which were e(|(uiUy obvious und valid, in Mich vji,~ 
pTTSflions uf fi’lendblii}i uud rcbpect. Uut iVn'grin 
peldid to hjK ninoustrauees, and promised to 
urconiiony him next day lo Winchester, 

Ha tell way, oveijoyttl at the success of his nego- 
iswion, wfTit j mined lately to llie hosQer, and Ih*- 
<poke u pufit-eUaise for jyir. I^ckle and his man, 
with whom he arterwards indulged himself in a 
louhle can of ruiiihu, and when the niglit w'as 
jin'U}' far .idvanced, left the lovei* to his repose, 
ir rather to the thorns of his own medilution ; for 
■ic slept not one momenl, being incessantly tor- 
;upedw itJi tlie prospect of parting from his divine 
Kinilia, who had now acquired tlie most ahsolute 
*mpire over his soul, tine minute he proposed to 
U‘p;irt eai'Jy in the morning, witliont teeing his eii* 
'hjintress, in wIiolh' bewiteliing presenee tie durst 
lot trust hia own resolutum. Then the thoughts 
>f leaving her in such an abrupt and diKres|>»-clful 
•nanmTjfilcr|>os«ed in favour of Jus love nnd lumour. 
Phis war of seritiTneTits Uejrt limi all night iqxm the 
rack^ and it was time to rise bi*t<u*o he liud deter¬ 
mined t<i visit his charmer, and candidly impart 
the motives that induced him to leave her. 

lie oecoi'dingly re^ialred to her inollier's honac 
with a heavy heart, Ix'iug attendiil lo the gate \ ^ 
(iatrhvruy, who did not eluxise lo leave liitn alone; 
imh boitig admitted, found Kiuilia just risen, and, 
n Ins opiDJOii, more beautiful than ever. 

Alarmed at his early visit, and the gloom that 
wmpread his cmiiitenance, she stood i» silent ex- 
peotution of hearing some meloiieholy tiding>i; and 
It was nut till after a eonsidornhle |Miuse tliai ho 
'olle(“ted resolution enough to tell Iwi* he wa^come 
'Cl take his leuviL 'I'hougb she strove to conceal 
')cr sorrow, nature wax not to he suppresfted: everj* 
oatun* of her coiititeriQjiee saddened in u luoiiieiit, 
md it WHS not without the utmost ditficuh)' that 
die kept lier loi'ely eyes from overflowing. He 
^aw the siliiation ot'her thoughts, and, iu order to 
'levmU^ her couceru, uHaured her he should lind 
.cans to Hee her again in a very few weeks; mean* 
while he coinmuniuaU'd his reasons for departing, 
in which slic ri>adily acquiesced; und having mutu* 
illy eonxoled each other, their trunS|>ortB of grief 
nihsided, and before Mrs. (Gauntlet came down 
itaira, they were in a condition to behave with 
decency and n-signation. 

'lliis good lady expreiwed her omeern when she 
pamrd hU resolntiim, saying, she hoped his occa- 
uons and ineliiiation would permit him to favour 
^hi*m with his agreeable company anolhor time. 

The heutcnatif, who bepiii to be uneasy at JPerc- 
JTfinn's ably, knocked at the door, and being intro-* 
hired by hig friend, had the honour of breakfasting 
with the ladies; on which oi'casion his heart re- 
joived such a rude (dicwk from the charms of 
Emilia, that he afterwards made a merit with his 
friCTd of having constrained hitnself so far as to 
“rbea^commencing his professed rival. 


At length they bade adieu to their kind enter- 
tainers, and in less than an hour set ting out fnnn 
the inn, arrived about two o'chK’k ih AVinchorter, 
where Mr. Jolter was overwhelmed with joy at 
their appenmuce. 

Tlie nature of this nlventure being unknown to 
all except (hose who could be dcpeDd<*d up<iT), every 
body who incpiircd about the cause of IVrcgrine s 
absence, was told that he hud been with a relation 
in (he country, and the master condescended to 
overlcwk his indiscretion; sn that Hatchway', seeing 
everything setlkd lo the satiirfbction of his friend 
returned to the garrison, and gave the commodore 
fin account of his exfiedition. 

The old gentleman was very much startled when 
he lieanl there was u lady in Ihe case, and very' 
emphatically ohservt^, that a man had betU'r be 
sucked into the gulf of Florida, than once get into 
the indraught of a wormm; hccuuse, in one case, 
he may with good pilotage bring out his vessel safe 
between the Ihihanuis and liie Indian shorr ; but in 
the other there is no outlr^t at all, and it is in vain to 
strive aguiiisi the cnrn.'Ut; so that of coiir>e h 
must he ciuhuyed, and run chuck upon a Jee short*. 
He rcMilvcfi therefore, to lay the state of the cose 
before Mr. tiUinalieJ Ibckic, and concert such mea¬ 
sures ^^ith lino as should he thought hkeUest lo 
det.ich his wm I rom tlie pursuit of an idle amour, 
vhicli could not fail of interfering in a dangerous 
manner with the plan of his islncation. 

In tlie meantime, Fm-ry's iiU-as wen- totally en¬ 
grossed by bis amiable mlstiiss, wlio, whether he 
slept or Wiikcil, was still prcsiuit in his iuiaginauon, 
A'hicbproduced llie following stanr.as in her praisa, 

Adu’U, ir iirc.'iTiis tluit ^moottily (low, 

Yp vcriiiU BUS th.it lultly hlnw, 

')« plniiiM by lilodlinnet run; arTxy’ft, 

Ye {iinls that warblr throuKli tlir bliade 
Unhurt Inun you my soul could fly, 
drop oin- ti-nr, jmr hoavu one sicti: 

Itut forc'd rnirn Ci'liuV rlinrms to parr, 

All joy deserts my droopmi; hevt. 

O! Tnurj thiuithcrosytimm, 

When llnwem the de«y dt-JclB adoni, 

t’DNuUieil ni. Ihe ptmal ray 

I'tiat VTitnui iLu linlmy breeze of Uay, 

Thy ch;inni» divinely hrifjht appesr. 

And Slid new i*]}U'ndoiir to they Nr; 
lm;>r<ive the du) withfrchh dclial^L, 

And pJiJ wuh joy the clicury mylit J 

Tills juvi'iille prodtirlion was fnolnsfd in a ■nry 
tender hillet tn Kiiiilia. and cntiiniittedtn tlie eharge 
of Hpes. who was ordered to set out for Mrs. 
(gauntlet's liahilallon with a present of venison, and 
a roinplimetit to the ladies i and directed lo fake 
Minif opportunity of delivering the letter to Miss, 
without the knowledge of her mamma. 



ciiArri:]: xi.v. 

Tbc> r.iHilt'r i* to ni-coinpAh^ Piokic to a hlAft- 

i:Vu* Ml Wiriti.iiiV Ay|i.U( 1 —«. il ill u lioitbU 

AiiViiUurt*, iiiid, lull] his I'tJiiijutnoii, rtijjvi-)i(l to Uio 
lkp^|pk\ 

Tiir. ^wiiitor, ut ll'C hmiih sI vi Cic^vlo, y^ho ]i:td a 
M|»on tlu‘ rdunt's si'iiso (if hiMi'in/r* ik^onvcd 

llup (*iuti)MM\ lilt llu' liiiUii't'/- Sfftiffv w/*wpji^ 

V liivit liii'iiitv i^iiUsr,ii‘t:oii In t!io liimm 

hul iitloclinl llic (Lolu’hU* I'iM's of llu' It.iivEitl hi such 

a i\i.iiiiu<i\ tfiit Ills J(.-;iiiin,'s i-x^irrs'st'd uKtomaUiri'iit 

inul disij.iii^t; iiml. li]f Xu's i.ail(U>u uiid I'o^iciiU'd }OUr- 
tu‘\ ' lv> ilic door, it tliut liu in 

till* h^itne pruiLicuiiieiit ^MlU tliose yvho, tibuk 
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it would be perfectly secure from all injizry and 
accident. Here it remained until he arrived at the 
inn where he had formerly lodged, when, after 
having refreNlu*d hitnfaelf with a draught of beer, he 
pulled off his stocking, and found the poor billet 
sullied with dust, and torn in a thousand tatters by 
the motion of his foot in walking the last two miles 
of his journey, 'riiunderstniek at this phenome¬ 
non, he uttered a long and loud wheiv! whieh was 
succeeded by an exelamation of “J)—n my old 
shoes! a hite, hy (lod!” then lie rested his elhoWvS 
on the table, and his forehead uyxin his two fists, 
and in that attitude deliberated with himself upon 
the means of remedying this misfortune. 

As he was not distracted by a vast number of 
ideas, he soon concluded, that his best expedient 
would he to employ the clerk of the jiarish, who he 
knew was a great scholar, to write another epistle 
according to the <lirections he should give him; 
and never dreaming that the mangled original 
would in the least facilitate this scheme, he very 
wisely committed it to the flames, that it might 
never rise uji in judgment against him. 

Having taken this wise step, he went in que.st of 
the scribe, to whom he communicated his business, 
and jironiised a full pot by way of gratifleation. 
The clerk, wdio -was also schoolmaster, jmmd of an 
opportunity to distinguish his talents, readily under¬ 
took the tusk; and repairing ■with his employer to 
the inn, in less than a (juarter of an hour produced 
a morsel of elofpienee so much to the satisfaction of 
I'ipes, that he scjueezed Ins hand by way of aekiiow- 
ledgnuciit, and doubled his allowance of beer. This 
being discussed, our courier betook himself to the 
house of Mrs. (launtlet, with the haunch of venison 
and this suceedaneou.s letter, and delivered ins 
mes.sage to the mother, who received it with great 
respect, and many kind iiupiiries about the health 
and ■welfare of his master, attempting to tip the 
incsscng(‘r a evo-wn, which he absolutely refused to 
accept, in c()nse(juence of IMr. Ihekle's repeated 
caution. While tlie old gentlewoman turned to a 
servant, in order to gi\e direelious alxmt the dis¬ 
posal of the present, Tijics looked uj>on this as a 
favourable <ie<'asi<m to transact bis business wltli 
Kmilia, and therefore slmtting one eye, with a jerk 
of his thunih towards his left shoulder, and a most 
significant twist of his eouuteiiaiiee, be beckoned 
the young lady into anotln-r room, as if he had 
been fraught with something of eousecjuenee, which 
he wanted to impart. She understood the hint, 
howsoever strangely communicated, and, by step- 
jiing to one side of the room, gave him an opjior- 
tunity of slipping the epistle into her hand, which 
he gently squeezed at the same time in token of 
regard ; then throM ing a side glance at the mother, 
whose hack was turned, ela]>ped his finger on the 
side of his nose, thereby reconunending secresy and 
discretion. 

ICmilia conveying the letter into her bosom, could 
rot help smiling at Tom’s jioliteness and dexterity; 
but lest her iiiamma should dete<‘t him in the exe¬ 
cution of his pantomime, she broke off’ this int(‘r- 
oourse of signs, hy asking aloud when he proposed 
to set out on hi.s return to Wineliester. When he 
answ'ered, “To-morrow morning,” Mrs. Gauntlet 
recommended him to the hospitality of her own 
footman, desiring him to make much of Mr. }‘ipes 
below, where he was kept to supper, and very cor¬ 
dially entertained. Our young heroine, impatient 
to read her lover’s billet, whieh made her heart 


throb with rapturous expectation, retired to her 
chamber as soon as pos.sibIe, with a view of perusing 
the contents, whieh were these:— 

“ Divink ]-’mi*iua.s of my Soul! —If the refulgent flame* 
of your beauty had not evaporated the particles t-i my traim- 
ported brain, and stiirein'd my intellect* into u rinder of 
stolidity, perhajis the rcsplendeijcy of niy passion might 
shuic illustrious thiough tlu* lahle curtain of my ink, and m 
sublimity tiansecnd the galaxy itseU', though rafted on the 
pinions of a grey goose quill! lUit uh! celestial enchantress I 
the necromancy ol thy tyrannical charms hath lettereil my 
iaculties with adamantine chains, which, unless thy com¬ 
passion Kliall melt, 1 must eternally icniain in tlie Tart.ircan 
gulf of disnialdespair. Vouchsafi ,thcr« fon*, 0 thou brighiost 
luminary of this terrcstri.il sphere! to warm as well a* shine ; 
.uni 1ft llie genial i.ijh ot thy henevolence melt the uy 
emanations oi thy disdain, whuh liath frozen U]) the spiut* 
of angelic picemineme! thy most egregious admirer and 
.superlative slave, “ Pnuia.iiiNi: Pukll.” 

Never was astonishment more porjilcxing thtin 
that of Kmilia, when she rend this curious com])o- 
silion, ■which she repeated verbatim three times, 
before she would credit the evidence of her own 
senses. She bt'gan to fear in good earne.st that 
love had produced a disorder in ber lover’s under¬ 
standing; but after a thousand conjectures, by 
whieh slie attempted to aeeouiit for tins extvuor- 
dintiry fustian of style, she concluded that it ■was 
the effect of mere levity, calculated to ridicule tlie 
passion he hud formerly i)rof(‘ssed. Trritatttl hy 
this supposition, she resolved to balk his triumph 
with uflected indifference, and in the meaulinie 
endeavour to expel him from that place whieli lie 
possessed within her heart. And indeed, such a 
victory over lier inelintitions might lia\e lK*en ob¬ 
tained without great difficulty ; for she enjoyed an 
easine.ss of temjier that could accommodate itself 
to llie emergeiieios of her fate; and her vivaeily, 
hy amusing her inuigiriation, pi‘eser\ed her from 
the keener sensations of sorrow, 'i’lms determined 
and disposed, she did not send smy sort of answer, 
or the least token of remembrance hy Pipes, who 
was suffered to depart with a general eomjdimeut 
from the mother, and arrived at Winchester tiie 
next day. 

Peregrine’s eyes sparkled when he saw his mes¬ 
senger come in, and he stretched out liis liand in 
full eoiitideuee of receiving some jiartieular mark 
of his Emilia’s affection; but how was he con¬ 
founded, when he found his hope so cruelly disa])- 
pointed ! In an instant his countenance fell. He 
stood for some time silent and abashed, then thrice 
repeated the interrogation of “ What! not one w ord 
from Emilia?” And dubious of his courier’s dis¬ 
cretion, inquired minutely into all the jiartieulars 
of his recejition. He asked, if he had seen tlie 
young lady ; it she was in good health; if ho had 
found an opportunity of delivering his letter, and 
how she looked, when he juit it into her hand? 
Pipes an8were<I,that he had never seen lier in better 
health or higher sjurits; that he had managed mat¬ 
ters so as not only to present the billet iinpiT- 
ceived, but also to ask her commands in private 
before he took his leave, when she told him that 
the letter required no reply. This last circumstance 
he considered as a manifest murk of disrespect, and 
gnawed his Iqis with resentment. Ujion further 
reflection, however, he supposed that she could not 
conveniently write by tlie messenger, and would 
undoubtedly favour him by the post. This con¬ 
sideration consoled him for the present, and he 
waited impatiently for the fruits of his hojic ; hut 
affer he had seen eight days elapsed without reaping 
the satisfaction with which he had flattered hlmselff 
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his temper forsook him, he raved against the whole 
sex, and was seized with a lit of sullen chagrin; 
but his pride in a little time came to his assistance, 
and rescued him from the liorrors of the melan¬ 
choly liend. lie resolved to retort her own neglect 
upon his ungrateful mistress; his countenance 
gradually resumed its former serenity ; and though 
bv this time he was pretty well cured of his fop- 
piu*y, he ap])eared again at public diversions with 
an air of gaiety and uiiconeem, that Emilia might 
have a chance of hearing how much, in all Ukeli- 
liood, he disregarded her disdain. 

'riiere are never wanting certain officious per¬ 
sons, who take pleasure in promoting intelligence 
of this sort, llis behaviour soon reached the ears 
of >Aliss (launtiet, and confirmed her in the opinion 
she had conceived from his letter; so that she for- 
lihed herself in lier former sentiments, and bore his 
indjlVereuec with great philosophy. Thus a cor¬ 
respondence w'liieli had commenced willi all the 
tenderness and sincerity of love, and every promise 
of duration, w'as iuti*rrupted in its infancy by a mis¬ 
understanding oeeasion<‘(l by the simplieity of i’ipes, j 
who never once reflected upon the conse<juenees of j 
llis deceit. 

Though their mutual passion was by these means 
su])])resse(l for the jiresent, it was not altogether I 
extmguislu'd, hut glowed in secret, though even to ' 
tliemselves unknown, until an occasion, vidiich ai’ter- 
uaids ollered, blew uj) the latent flame, and love 
resnined Jiis empire in their breasts. 

Wlnle tliey moved, as it were, witliout the sphere 
of i*:ieh other’s attraction, the commodore, fearing 
tliat i’erry uas in danger of involving hnnself in 
some pcmieions engagement, resolved, l)y advice of, 
Mr. doller ami his triend the parish jiriest, to reeal j 
him from tlie place where he had contracted such 
!!•'prudent connexions, and send him to the uni¬ 
versity, w here his education might be eomph'led, 
and his fancy W’eaned from all puerile amusements. 

'I’liis plan hail been propos(‘d to his own father, 
^Yho, as hath heen already obs<*rved, stood always 
neuter in everything that coueerned his eldest sou; 
and as for iMrs. Pickle, she had never heard his 
name mentioned since his deiiarture, with any de¬ 
gree of leinjier or tranquillity, except when her 
iiushund infonued her that he was in a fair way of 
hemg ruined hy this indiscreet amour. It was then 
she began to applaud her own foresight, which had 
(iiscenied the mark of refirobation in that vicious 
hoy. and launched out in comparison between him 
and Cammy, who, she observed, was a child of un¬ 
common parts and solidity, and, with the blessing 
of (iod, would be a comfort to Jiis parents, and an 
ornament to tlie family. 

Should J aflirm that this favourite, whom she 
1 ‘ommcnded so much, W’as in every respect tlie 
reverse of what she described; that ho was a 
hoy of mean capacity, and, tliough remarkably 
distorted in liis l>ody% Tuneb more crooked in 
his disposition; and tliat slie liad per.suaded her 
husband toespousi* lier opinion, (hough it was con¬ 
trary to common sense, as well as to liis own per¬ 
ception ; 1 am afraid the reader will think I 
rcjircsSent a monster that never existed in nature, 
aud be apt to condemn the economy of niy inven¬ 
tion ; nevertheleSvS, there is nothing more true than 
every ciremnstauce of what 1 have advanced ; and 
I wish the picture, singular as it is, may not be 
thought to resemble more than one original. 


CHAPTER XX. 

Peregrine Ih summoned to attend his Uncle—Is more and 
more hated by his own Mother—Appeals to his Pather, 
whose ('ondescension is deleatcd by the nonunion of his 
Wife. 

Rut, waving these reflections, let us return to 
IVregrine, who received a summons to attend his 
uncle, and in a few days arrived with Mr. dolter 
and Pipes at the garrison, which he filled witlujoy 
and satisfaction. The alteration which, during his 
absence, had htippened in his person, was very 
favourable in his appearance, which, from that of 
u comely hoy. was converted into that of a most 
engaging youth. He was already taller than a 
middle-sized man. his shape ascertained, his sinews 
well knit, his niien greatly improved, and his whole 
figure a.s elegant and graceful as if it had heen cast 
in the same mould with the Apollo of Relvidcre. 

Such an out.side could not fail of prepossessing 
people in his favour. The commodore, notwith¬ 
standing the advantageous reports he had heard, 
found llis expectation cxei'eded in the per.son of 
Peregrine, aud signified his approbation in the 
most sanguine terms. Mrs. Tninuion was struck 
with his genteel address, and received him with 
uneommon marks of complaeeney and affection; 
he was caressed hyall the peoiilein the neighbour¬ 
hood, who, uhile they admired his accomplishments, 

I could not help pitying his infatuated mother, for 
being deprived of that uiiutterahle delight wbicli 
any otlier parent would liave enjoyed in the con- 
tonipiation of such an amiable son. 

Divers efforts were made hy some well-disposed 
pi’ople to conquer, if possible, this monstrous jire- 
judiee; hut their endeavours, instead of curing, 
served only to inflame the distemper, and she never 
could he jirevailed iqxm to indulge him with the 
least mark of maternal regard. On the contrary 
her original disgust degenerated thto sucli inveti'- 
racy of hatred, that she left no stone unturned to 
alienate the commodore's affection for this her 
innocent child, and even practised the most mali¬ 
cious didamation to accomplish Ikt purpose. Every 
day did sh(‘ abuse her husband's ear with some 
forged iii.stanee of Peregrine’s ingratitude to Ids 
uncle. Well knowing that it would reach the com¬ 
modore’s knowledge at night. 

Accordingly JMr. l*ickle used to tcfl him at tlie 
club, that his hopeful favourite had ridiculed him 
in such a company, and aspersed his spouse ujiou 
another occasion ; and thus retail the little scan¬ 
dalous issue of his own wife’s invention. Luckily 
for IVregrine, the commodore jiuid no great regard 
to the authority of his informer, because he knew 
from what channel his intelligence flowed; besides, 
the youth had a staunch friend in Mr. Hatchway, 
who never failed to vindicate him when he w'as 
thus unjustly accused, and always found argument 
enough to confute tlie iissertions of his enemies. 
Rut, though Trunnion had been dubious of the 
young gentiinnan’s principles, and deaf to the re¬ 
monstrances of the lieutenant, Perry was provided 
with a bulwark strong enough to defend hin\ from 
all such assaults. This was no otlier than his aunt, 
whose regard for him was ])erccived to increase in 
the same proportion as his own mother’s dimi¬ 
nished; and indeed the augmentation of the one 
was, in all probability, owing to the decrease of the 
other ; for tlie two ladies, with great civility, per¬ 
formed all the duties of good neighbourhood, and 
h.^iicd each other most piously in thei»* hearts, 
o % 
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Mrs. I’ickle having been disobligetl at the splen¬ 
dour of her sister^s new equipage, hud, ever since 
that time, in the course of her visiting, endeavoured 
to make people merry with sutiricai jokes on the 
poor lady’s infinnitics; and Mrs. Trunnion seized 
the very first opportunity of making reprisals, by 
inveighing against her unnatural behaviour to her 
own child; so that Teregrine, as on the one hand 
he was abhorred, so on the other was he caressed, 
in consequence of this contention; and I firmly 
believe that the most effectual method of destroy¬ 
ing his interest at the garrison, would have been 
the show of countenancing him at his father’s 
house ; hut, whether this tv)njecture be reasonable 
‘>r chimerical, certain it is tin* experiment was 
Aever tried, and therefore Mr. i’eregrine ran no 
risk of being disgraced. 'I'lie commodore, who 
assumed, and justly too, the u'hole inerit of his 
education, was now as proud of the youth s im¬ 
provements, as if he Imd actually been liis own 
offspring; and sometimes his affection rose to 
such a pitch of enthusiasm, that lie verily believed 
him to be the issue of his own loins. Notw'ith- 
standing this favourable ]>redicameiit in whicli our 
liero stood with liis aunt and her husband, he could 
not help feeling the injury he suffered from the 
caprice of his mother; and though the gaiety of 
his disposition liindered him from afflicting himself 
with refl<*ctions of any gloomy cast, he did not fail 
to foresee that, if any suddeii acculent should de- 
jirive him of the commodore, he would in all likeli¬ 
hood find himself in a very disagreeable situation. 
IVompted by this consideration, he one evening 
uccomiijinied hi.s uncle to the club, and was intro¬ 
duced to liiss fatlier, before that v\orthy gentleman 
had the least inkling of his arrival. 

Mr. Gamaliel was nev(*r so disconcerted as at 
this roneoiinter. Ills own disposition w'oiild not 
suffer Iiim to do any thing that might create the 
least (listnrhanee, or inbTiupt his evening’s enjoy¬ 
ment; so strongl) was he impressed with the 
terror of his wife, that he diinst not jield to the 
tranquillity of his tein])er; and, as 1 have already 
ohsevvetl, his inclination was perfectly neutral, 
'rims distracted between different motives, \vln*n 
Terry was presented to him, he sat silent and ub- 
sorhed, as if he did not, or would not perceive the 
application; and when he was urged to declare 
himself by the youth, who patlictically begged to 
know how lie had incurred his <lis]»leasurc, he an¬ 
swered in a jieevish strain, “ Why, good now, child, 
what would v ou have me to do ? )our mother can’t 
abide you.”—“ If my mother is so unkind, I will 
not call it unnatural,” saiil Teregrmc, the tears of 
indignation starting from his eyes, “ as to banish me 
from her preseiici* and uffeelion, without the least 
cause assigned, I hope you will not be so unjust as 
to espouse her barbarous prejudice.” Before Mr. 
Pickle had time to reply to this expostulation, 
for w'hicli lie was not at all prepared, the comnio- ^ 
dorc interposed, and enforced his favourite’s re¬ 
monstrance, by telling Mr, Gamaliel, that he was | 
ashamed to see any man drive in such a miserable 
mann(*r under liis wife’s petticoat. “ As for !ny | 
own part,” said lie, raising his voice, and assuming 
a look of importance and command, “ before I 
would suffer myself to be steered all wenthers by 
any woniun in (.'hristendom, d'ye sec, T’d raise such 
a hurricane about her i?ars, that”—here he was 
interrupted by Mr. Hatchway, who, tlinisting his 
liead towards the door, in the attitude of one that 


listens, cried, “ A hey! there’s your spouse come to 
pay us a visit.” Trunnion’s features that instant 
adopted a new disposition. Fear and confusion 
took possession of his countenance; his voice, from 
a tone of vociferation, sunk into a whisper of 
“ Sure you must be mistaken, Jack and in great 
p(*rplexity he wiped off the sweat which had started 
on his forehead at this false alarm, 'i’he lieutenant 
having thus punished him for the rodomontade he 
had uttered, told him w'ith an arch sneer, that lie 
was deceived with the sound of the outward door 
creaking upon its hinges, which he mistook for 
Mrs. Trunnion’s voice, and desired him to proceed 
with his admonitions to Mr. Fickle. Tt is not to 
be denied that this arrogance was a little unsea¬ 
sonable in the eornmodure, who was in all respects 
as effectually subdued to the dominion of liis wife, 
as tlie person whose submission he then ventured 
to condemn, with this difference of disposition — 
Trunnion’s subjection was like that of a boar, che- 
queri'd with fits of surliness and rage; whereas 
Picklc bore the yoke like an ox, without repining. 
No wonder then that this indolence, this sluggish¬ 
ness, this stagnation of temper, rendered Gamaliel 
incajiahU* of witlistanding the arguments and im¬ 
portunity of his friends, to which he at length 
surrendered. He acquiesecd in the justice of ilieir 
observations, and, taking his son by the hand, pro¬ 
mised to favour him for the future with his love 
and fatherly ]>rotectum. 

But this laudable resolution did not last. IMrs. 
Pickle, still dubious of his constancy, and jealou.s 
of his communication with the commodore, never 
failed to interrogate liim every night about the 
eonviTsalion that hajqiened at tlie club, and regu¬ 
late licr exhortations according to the mtelligence 
she received. He was no sooner, therefore, safidy 
conveyed to bed, that academy in which all notable 
w'ives communicate their lectures, than her cate¬ 
chism began; and she in a moment ]ierc!<*ive(l 
something reluctant and eijuivocal in her husband’s 
answers. Aroused at tliisdiscovery, she cnqiloyed 
her influence and skill with such success, that be 
disclosed every cireunislaiuu’ of what had happened; 
and, after having sustained a nmst severe rebuke for 
his siiiqilieity and indiscretion, hnmbled himself so 
far as to promise that he would next day annul the 
i;ondeseensions he had made, and for ev(*r renounce 
the ungracious object of her disgust. 'I'hi.s under¬ 
taking was punctually performed in a letter to the 
commodore, which she hcnself dictated in these 
words; 

“Sin, — Wherras ir.y ffood nature being last night im- 
pOvSed upon, I ViAs persuaded to couuteuauce and promise, 

I know not wli.it, lo that vinous youth, whose parent I 
have the mtsfortune to be ; 1 desire yon will take notice that 
I levoko all such rountenauee and promises, and shall never 
ook upon that man as my Incntl, who will henceforth m 
•uch a cause solicit, “ Sir, yours, &c. (Jam. PlCKtK." 


CIIAI^TEP XXL 

Trunnion is enraged at the Conduct of rickle.—Peregrine 
resents the injustice of Lis Motlier, to whom he explains 
his Sentiments ni a Letter.—is entered at the University 
ofO\foid, where he signalizes himself os a Youth of an 
enterjinsing Genius 

Unbi-eakahle -weretho transports of rape to -wliich 
Triiniuon was incensed by his absurd renunciation, 
lie tore the letter -with his gums—teeth he had 
none — spit with furious grimnees, in token of 
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the contempt he entertained for the author, -whom 
he not only d—eil as a lousy, scabby, nasty, scurvy 
skulking, lubberly noodle, but resolved to chal¬ 
lenge to single combat with li re and sword; but 
he was dissuaded from this violent measure, and 
appeased by the intervention and advice of the 
lieutenant and Mr. .loiter, who rc]>resented the 
me.ssage as the etfect of the poor man’s infirmity, 
I'or which he was rather an object of pity than of 
resentment; and turned the stream of his indigna¬ 
tion against the wife, whom he reviled accordingly. 
Nor did Peregrine himself bear with patience this 
injurious declaration, the nature of which he no 
sooner understood from Hatchway, than equally 
shocked and exasperated, he retired to his apart¬ 
ment, and, in the first emotions of his ire, ])rodneed 
the following epistle, which was immediately con¬ 
veyed to his niothi'r. 

" .Madam,—I t,id ii.Atiirefiir’ned me .a Iniffbe.-u to ttic siirlil. 
ami iiisiiircd iiu* with a stiul as vinous as my body m-jis df- 
ft*stablt“, ])»*rba]>s i niit,dit lune ciijoyt-d ji.irtnulai niaiKs of 
^oui allft lion and , seeing' yon have iicrseruled mo 

wifli .sucb nniiatural atetsion, bn no otlier visible le.ason 
linn th.it of inv diUcriiifrso widely in shape, as well as dis- 
ttisition, front that dclmmed urclun who ts the object of 
I'oiir tendcrnes.s and caie If those lie the teinis gn wlucli 
tlone 1 ran obtain joui favom. I piay (Jod \on may nuver 
■itj.se to hate, niaihmi, “ Yuur mneh iiiiuied son, 

'Fliis letter, wliieli Tiotliin^; but lus ])assion and 
iiexpericneo could excuse, had such an effect upon 
lis inotlier, as may he easily conceived. She vvtw 
•uraped to a degree of IVen/y against the writer; 
Itough at the same time she considered the whole 
IS the production of Mi*8. 'IVunniou's particular 
)i([iK\ niid rejtresented it to her husband a.s an in- 
.ull tliat he ^f■a.s hound in honour to resent, hy 
jreakmg oil’ all corrt‘spondence witli the eonnno- 
iore and his family. This was a hitter ];ill to 
iumaliel, vlio, through a long couw of years, 
Aa!> so habituated to 'L'runuion's company, that he 
•ould as eihsily have parted with a Innb, as have 
’eliiHjuishcd the club all at once, lie iherefon* 
/LMitured to represent hi.s <wn incapacity to follow 
ler advice, and begged that he might at least he 
illowed to drop the connexion grailu.illy ; prolest- 
iig that he would do his endeavour to give her all 
naniier of satisfaction. 

Meanwhile prej)aralions were made for Ver(‘- 
;rine’s de]>artui'e to the universltj, and in a few 
.veeUs he set out, in the seventismth )ear of his 
ige,aeeompAJuied hy the same attendants who lived 
.villi him at Winchester, llis uncle laid strong in¬ 
unctions uj)on liim to avoid tlie eompanj of im- 
nodcst woiiien, to mind his learning, to let him 
leur of his welfare ns- often as he could spare time 
o write, and settled his app<»iutments at tlie rale of 
ive hundred a-year,ineliidinghis governor's salary', 
-vhieh was one fifth part of the sum. 'i'lie lieart 
)r our joung gentleman dilated at the jirospecL of 
he tigure he should make with such an handsome 
innuity, the management of which was left to his 
)wn discretion; and he amused his imagination 
vith the Tuoist agreeable reveries during his journey 
0 Oxford, which he peHormed in two days. Here 
)eing introduced to the head of the college, to 
vhom he liad been recommen<led, aceomnioduted 
-^ith gonieel apartments, entered as gentleman eom- 
noner in the book.s, and provided with a judicious 
utor, instead of returning to the study of (Ireek 
ind Lalin, in which he thought himself already 
utHeiently instructed, he renewed his ueipiainlance 
Mill some of his old schoolfellows, whom he found 


in the same situation, and was by them initiated in 
all the fashionable diversions of the place. 

It was not long before he made' himself' remark¬ 
able for his .spirit and humour, wdiich were so ac-” 
eeptable to the bucks of the univerAsity, that lie was 
admiiled as a member of their eor[)oralion, and, in 
a very little time, became the most conspicuous 
personage of the wliole fraternity; not that he 
valued himself upon his ability in smoking the 
greatest number of pipe!?, and drinking the largest 
quantity of ale; these were qualifications of tw 
gross n nature to cajitivate his refined ambition. 
Jle piqncd iiiinself on his talent for raillery, hi.s 
geniius and taste, his jiersonal accoin]>li8hineTits, and 
ids hueces.s at intrigue. Nor w'cre his exeursionAS 
confined to the small villages in the neighbourhood, 
which are commonly visited once a w'eek by the 
students for the sake of carnal recreation. IJe 
ke})t Ids own lioivses, traversed tlie whole county'in 
jiarties of pleasure, atlended all the races w'ithin 
fifty miles of Oxford, and made frequent jaunts to 
London, where ho used to lie incognito during the 
Ix'st jwrt of many a term. 

The rules of the mdversltv were loo .severe to 
be observed hy a yontli of his vivacity ; and there¬ 
fore he became acquainted with the proctor by 
times. But all tlu* eln'cks he received were insuf- 
fieieuL to Tnoderah' his curi-er, he frequented taviTns 
and coHcehoii.si s, eonnnilted midnight frolics in the 
str(‘els, insulted ail the sober and }>acifie doss of 
Ids fellow-SLidents ; the tutors themselves were not 
sacred from his ridieule; he laughed at the ma¬ 
gistrate, and neglected every particular of college 
discipline. 

In vain did lliey attempt to restrain his irregu- 
lurilies by tlu* imposition of fines; he was liberal to 
profusum, and therefore pai<I without reluetunce. 
I'hriee did he scale tlu* windows of a tradesman, 
w nil whose daughter he had an affair of gallantry, 

IS often w’a.s he obliged to seek his .safety hy a pre- 
ripitate lea]), and one night would, in all probability, 
lave f'aiien a sacrifice to an amlmscadc that was 
laid by the father, had not hi.s trusty sipure ri])e.s 
nterposed in his behalf, and manfully rescued him 
rom the clubs of his enemies. 

In the midst of these excesses, Mr. Jolter, find- 
ng his admonitions neglected, and his influence 
iitteriy destroyed, attempted to wean his pupil from 
iis extravagant courses, hv engaging his attention 
11 some more laudable puisult. With this view he 
ntrodueed him into a elul) of politieiams, who re- 
leived him with great demonstrations of n-gard, 
leeommodated theiuselve.s more than he could have 
•xpeeted to hi.s jo\ial disposition, and while they 
revolved schemes for the rel’onnation of the state, 
drank with stieli devotion to the aeeompli.shment of 
heir j)Ians, tliat, before pai'ting, tlie cares of their 
latriotism vvere quite overwhelmed. 

Veregrine, thougli he could not ajijirovc of their 
doctrine, resolved to attach himself for some time 
) their company; heeause he jierceived ample 
subject for his ridieule, in the characters of tliese 
vvr</ug-heailed enthusia.‘'l6. Jl w-as a constant prac¬ 
tice witli them, in tlu'ir midnight consistories, to 
.swallow' .such ])lentifiu draughts i>f in.sjiiration, that 
heir mysl<*ries commonly ended like tho.se of the 
ktcchanaliaii Hrgia; and they w(*re seldom capable 
)f muintaining that .solemnity of decorum which, 
hy the miture of their functions, most of them 
vvere obliged to profess. Now, as I’eregriiie’s sa* 
irical disposition was never more gratified than 
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when he had an opportunity of exposing grave 
characters in ridiculous attitudes, he laid a mis¬ 
chievous snare ft)r his new confederates, which took 
effect in this manner. In one of their nocturnal 
deliberations, he promoted such a spirit of good 
fellowship, by the agreeable sallies of his -vv it, which 
were jiurposely levelled against their political ad¬ 
versaries, that by ten o’clock they were all ready to 
join in the most extravagant proposal that could be 
made. They broke their glasses in consequence of 
his suggestion, drank healths out of their shoes, 
caps, and the bottoms of the candlesticks that stood 
before them, sometimes standing with one foot on a 
chair, and the knee bent on the edge of the table; 
and, when they could no longer stand in that pos¬ 
ture*, setting their bare posteriors on the cold floor. 
They huzzaed, hallooed, danced, and sung, and, in 
short, were elevated to such a pitch of intoxication, 
that when Peregrine proposed that they should burn 
their periwigs, the hint was iinniediutely approved, 
and they executed the frolic as one man. Their 
shoes and caps underwent the same fate by the same 
instigation; and in this trim he led them forth into 
the street, where they resolved to compel every 
body they should find to subscribe to their political 
creed, and pronounce the Shibhoh‘lh of their party. 
In the aehievement of this enterprise, they met with 
more opposition than they ex]>eeted; tlu’y were 
encountered with arguments which they could not 
well withstand; the noses of some, arul eyes of 
others, in a very little time, bore the marks of ob¬ 
stinate disputation. Their conductor having at 
length engaged the whole body iti a fray with an¬ 
other squadron, which was jiretty iimch in the same 
condition, he very fairly gave them the slip, and 
slily retreated to hi.s apartment, foreseeing that his 
companions would soon bt* favoured with the notice 
of their superiors ; nor was he deceived in his pro¬ 
gnostic ; the proctor, going his round, elianeed to 
fall in with this tumultuous uproar, and, interposing 
his authority, found means to (|uiet the disturbance. 
He took cognizance of their nanu‘K, and dismissed 
tlic rioters to Their respective ciiambcrs, not a. little 
scandalized at the behaviour of some among them, 
whoso business and duty it was to set fur other ex- 
uinjiles to the youth under llK*ir cure and direction. 

About mUlniglit, Pipes, who had orders to attend 
at a distance, and keep an eye upon .loiter, brought 
home that unfortunate governor upon his back, 
Peregrinehavingbeforehand secured his admittaiice 
in the college; andamongotlier bruises he was found 
to have received a couj)le of eontusioiis on his face, 
which next morning appeared in u black circle that 
surrounded each eyi*. 

H'liis was a mortifying circumstance to a man of 
his character and dejjorlinent, especially as he had 
received a message from the proctor, who desired 
to see him forthwith. With great humility and con¬ 
trition he begged the advice of his pupil, who, being 
used to amuse himself with painting, assured ISlr. 
Jolter, that he would cover those signs of disgrace, 
with a slight coat of flesh-colour so dexterously, 
that it would be almost impossible to distinguish 
the artificial from the natural skin. '^Phe rueful 
governor, rather than expose such opprobrious 
tokens to the observation and censure of the magis¬ 
trates, submitted to the expedient. Although his 
counsellor had over-rated his own skill, he was per¬ 
suaded to confide in the disguise, and actually 
attended the proctor, with such a staring addition 
^he natural ghustliness of his features, that his 


visage bore a very apt resemblance to some of those 
ferocious countenances that hang over the doors of 
certain taverns and alehouses, under the denomma- 
tion of the Saracen’s Head. 

Such a remarkable alteration of pliysiognomy 
could not escape the notice of the most undisceming 
beholder, much less the penetrating eye of his 
severe judge, already whetted with what he had 
seen over-night. He was therefore upbraided with 
this ridiculous and shallow artifice, and, together 
with the eompanions of his debauch, underwent 
such a cutting reprimand for the scandalous irregu¬ 
larity of his conduct, that all of them remained 
crest-fallen, and were ashamed, for many weeks, to 
ap{)ear in the public execution of their duty. 

Peregrine was too vain of his finesse to conceal 
the part he acted in this comedy, with the particulars 
of which he regaled his companions, and thereby 
entailed upon himself the hate and resentment of 
the community, whose maxims and practices he had 
disclosed; for he was considered as a spy, who liad 
intruded himself into their society with a view of 
betraying it; or, at best, as an apostate and renogado 
from the faith and jirincipleswhieh be had professed. 

CHAPTEK XXTI. 

He IS insulted by his Tular, whum hu lunipoons—'Makes a 
ponsitlerahle Pro^TChs m pnhtc l.iterntuu*, and, in an Mx- 
eursion to Windsor, iiieols with Knnha by Aerident, and is 
very coldly received 

Among those who suftered by bis crafl and infl- 
delity was j\lr. ,Iumble, bis own tut<jr, who could 
not at all digest the inortiiynig aflrant he had re¬ 
ceived, and was resolM*d to be revenged on the 
insulting author. With this view he watched the 
eonduet of Mr. Pickle with the utmost rancour of 
vigilance, and let slip no o})portuinty ol‘ treating 
him witli disrespect, vvliieh he knew the disposition 
of his pujiil eoubi less brook than any other severity 
it was in bis power to exercise. 

Peregrine iiad lieen several mornings ahsent from 
clia]»e]; and as Mr. .himble never failed to question 
him in a very peremptory style about his uon- 
atteiidam-e, he iuvenlod some very plausible ex¬ 
cuses ; but at length liis ingenuity was exhausted; 
he receive<l a very galling rebuki* for Ins profligacy 
of morals, and, that lie niiglit feel it the more sen¬ 
sibly, was ordered, by way of t‘Xi*reise, to eonqx>se 
a jiaraphrase, iu English verse, upon these two hues 
in Virgil:— 

“ Vaiir lifOir, frustrafitu* amiiiH cbite .supciinv, 
l'Je({Uicquum patriab teiitii.su lubiju'u.s .'.ricb ” 

The imposition of this invidious theme hud all 
the desireil elfeet upon I'eregriue, w ho not only eon- 
faideri*d it as a piece of umnanuerly abuse levelled 
against his own conduct, but also us a retrospeciive 
insult on the memory of his gramltather, wiio, as 
he had been informed, wuvS in his lifetime more 
noted for his cunning than candour in trade. 

Exasperated at this insianee of the pedant’s au 
dacity, he had well nigh, in liLs first iransjiorts 
taken corporal satisfaction on the spot; but fore 
seeing the troublesome consequence that would 
attend such a flagrant outragii against the law's of 
the university, he checked his indignation, and 
resolved to revenge the injury iu a more cool and 
contemptuous maimer. Thus determined, he set on 
foot an inquiry into the particulars of Jumble’s 
parentage and education. He learned that the fa 
ther of tills insolent tutor was a bricklavcr^ *jhat 
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his mother sold pies, and that the son, at different 
periods of iiis youtii, liad amused himself in both 
occupations before he converted Ms views to the 
study of learaiii^. Eraughtwitli this intelligence, he 
composed the following ballad in doggerel rhymes, 
and next day presented it as a gloss upon the text 
■which the tutor had chosen. 

Omip, listen 5 c students of ev’ry dcb'ree, 

J hiijf; at a wit ami a tutor pt-rdip; 

A .statesman profound, a critic immense'. 

In short, a mere jumbic of learnnu; ami sense, 

And yet ot his talents, though lamlably vain, 

His own lamily arts he could never attain. 

Hts father intemlinp; his fortune to huilii, 

In Ills y<mth would have taiij^lit him the trowel to wield, 
Hut llie mortar of di.seipline never would stick, 

J‘*or Jus skull was .seeur’d by a laehiK ot brick ; 

And wall all his' endeavours of patience and pain, 

The .skill «I his sire he (ould never attain. 
l!i.s mother, an housewife, neat, artful, and wise, 
Henown’tf for lu-r delicatt Inseiul and pies, 

,Si»on alter'd Ins slmlics, hy ll.itt'iinir hn taste, 
ihom the laisuig of walls to the rearing of ji.iste 1 
But all her instructions were fuiitless and vam, 

'flic ine-niakiug uivst’iy he ne’er could attain. 

Yet true to lus race, in his labours were seen 
A lunihle of both their prolessions, 1 ween; 

V'or, when liis own Kcniiis he ventur’d to trust, 

Jljs pif.s seem'd ol hnck, and liis Imuses ot crust. 

'riicn, good Mr 'rutoi, pi.iy he not so v.un, 

Since jour fanulj arts you could never attain. 

"rhi.s irnpude^ut pnxlm'tion ^^as tlto most effectual 
vcngcanco he could have lakcii on hi.s tutor, who 
)j:t(] all the supercilious arrogance and ridiculous 
pndc of a low-horn pedant. Instead of overlooking 
fills pctulsint ])icc(‘ of satire-witli that t(‘Tnper and 
dcecney of disdain that became a person of Ins gru- 
■\il} and station, lie no sooner cast Ins eye over the 
I>erforinanee, tlian the l»lood rush(‘d into Ins counte- 
nauee, whieli immediately after exlnbited a gluistly 
pale coloui. With a tpiivering iij> he tohl Itis 
iltal lie was an imperlinent juekanapes, and hewmiild 
takt“ eare that lie should b(‘ e\pell(‘d from the uni- 
\eisity, for having jiresiimed to write and deliver 
siieli a licentious and .scurrilous iihel. IVregrine 
answered with great resolution, tiiat, when the pro- 
\ocalion he had received sliould he known, he was 
IKTsuaded that he should he acquitted in the oiiinion 
of all imp.irtial people; and that he was ready to 
suimiit the wliole to the decision of the muster. 

'This arbilnition he proposed, l>e<‘ause he km‘w 
tile master and .lumhle were at variunee; and for 
tiiat reason the tutor durst not venture to put the 
eause on sueii an issue. Nay, when this referenee 
was mentioned, .lumhle, who w'as naturally Jealous, 
suspected that IVregrine lui<l a iironiise of protec¬ 
tion bt'fore lie undertook to eominit such an outra¬ 
geous insult ; and this notion had such an effect 
upon him, that be re.solved to dcMUir his vexation, 
and wait for a more proper ojiportunity of gratifying 
his hate, hleanwhile cojiies of the ballad were 
distributed among the students, who sung it under 
llu* ver y nose of Mr. .1 umble, to the tune of . I vohhier 
ihvrc wn.v, (Vc., and the triumph of our hero was 
complete. N’eitlier wti.s his whoh* time devoted to 
the riotous e.vlravagancies of yumth. He enjoyed 
many lucid intervals; during wlncli lie eontracted 
a more intimate uetpuintanee witli the classics, ap¬ 
plied himself to the reading of hl.story, improved 
hts taste for painting and mu.sie, in which he mude 
some iirogress; and above all tilings, cultivated the 
Mudy of natural ]ihtlosophy. It was gem rally alter 
a course of cIo.m* attention to some of the.st‘ arts and 
sciences, tiiat bis disposition broke otit into those 


irrogularities and wild sallies of a luxuriant imagi¬ 
nation, for which he became so remarkable; and be 
was jierhaps the only young man in Oxford, who, at 
the same time, maintained an intimate and friendly 
intercourse with the most unthinking, as well as 
with the most sedate students at tlie university. 

It is not to be supposed that a young man of 
Teregriue’s vanity, jiiexporience, and profusion, 
could suit his exjiense to his allowance, liberal as it 
was; for he w'as not one of those fortunate peojde 
wlio are born economists, and knew not the art of 
withholding his purse w'hen he saw his coinjianion 
in difficulty. Thus naturally generous and expen¬ 
sive, ho squandered away his money, and made a 
most splendid appearance upon the receipt of his 
<juarterly appointmeut; but long before the third 
month W'as elapsed, his finances were consumed; 
and, as he could not stoo]) to ask an extraordinary 
supply, was too proud to borrow', and loo haughty 
to run in debt with tradesmen, he devoted those 
periods of poverty' to (he prosecution of his studies, 
and shone Ibrth again at the revolution of quarter- 
day. 

In one of these irruplions, he and some of his 
companions went toAVindsor, in order to see tlic 
royal apartments in the castle, whither they re¬ 
paired in the afternoon; and, as Tevegnne stood 
con(em))}ating1hejnctnre of Hercules and < huphale, 
one of Ills fellow-sludeiits whispered 111 his ear, 
“Xouiids! 1‘iekle, there are two fine girls.” lie 
tnriK'd instantly about, and, in one of them, recog¬ 
nised bis almost forgotten Emilia. Her ajipear- 
ance aeted upon his imagination like a spark of fire 
that falls among gunpuwdtu'; that passion which 
had hull dormant tor the .sjiaee of two years flashed 
up in a moment, and Ite was seized with an uni- 
MTsal trepidati<»ii. She perceived and partook of 
bis emotion ; for tlnur souls, like unisons, vibrated 
wiiii the same iin]mlse. However, she called her 
pride ami resentment to her aid, and found resolu¬ 
tion (‘iiougli to retin* from such a dangerous scene, 
Alarmed at }i“r retreat, be ncoileeted all liis 
assurance, and, impelled by love, which he could 
no longer rt'sist, followed liev into the iu‘\t room, 
wliere, in the mo.st disconcerted niauner, he accosted 
lier witli “Your liumble servant, Miss (launtlet 
to w hicli salutation she replied,w'itb au affeclation of 
indiff'ereiiei*, that did not, however, conceal her 
agitation, “ Your servant, sir;” and immediately 
extending her finger toward.^ the picture of Huns 
Scoln.s, W'hieh is fixed over one of the doors, asked 
her eoiniuinion in a giggling tone, if she did not 
think he looked like a conjuror. IVregrine, nettled 
inlospirits by this reeei>tion, answered for theotlier 
lady, “ that it was an easy matter to be a conjuror 
in those times, -w’lieii the sunplleity of tlie age 
assisted his divination; hut -were lie, or Merlin 
hiiiKself, to rise from the dead now, when such 
deceit and dissimulation prevail, they would not be 
able to earn their bread by the iirofcssiou.” “01 
sii‘,” said she, turning full uiion liiin, “ without 
doubt they would adojit new maxims; ’tis no dis¬ 
paragement ill this enlightc'iied age for one to alter 
one's ojiinion.” “Is’o, .sure, madam,’' replied the 
youth, with some iirecipitation, “provided the 
change he for tlie b<‘tter.” “ And, should, it happen 
otherwise," retorted the iiymidi with a flirt of her 
fan, “ inconslatiey will never want eomitenanee 
from tlir prueliee of mankind.” “True, madam,” 
resumed our hero, living Ms eyes upon her, “ex- 
nmplo.s of levity .i»”e every where to be met with.” 
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“ 0 Tx)rd, sir,” cried Emilia, tossing lior head, 
“ you’ll scarce ever find a fop without it.” By this 
time his eoTnpanion, seeing him engaged with one 
of the ladies, entered into conversation witli the 
other; and, in order to favour his friend’s gallantry, 
conducU‘d her into the next apartment, on pretence 
of entertaining her with the sight of a remarkable 
piece of painting. 

Peregrine, laying hold on this opportunity of 
being alone w’ith the object of his l<)v<!*, assumed a 
most seducing tenderness of look, and, heaving a 
profound sigh, asked if she had utterly discarded 
him from her roniembranee. J^eddening at this 
pathetic <]ucstion, which recalled the memory of 
the imagined slight he had put upon her, she an¬ 
swered in great confusion, “ Sir, 1 believe I once 
had the pleasure of se<*ing you in a ball in Win¬ 
chester.” “Miss Emilia,” said he, very gravely, 
“will yon be so candid as to tell me what mis¬ 
behaviour of mine you are ]>leased to punish, by 
restricting your vemenibranee to that single occa¬ 
sion?” “Mr. I’ieklc,” she replied in the same 
tone, “ it is neither iny ]»rovinee nor inclination to 
judge your conduct; and therefore you misapply 
your rpiestion, when you ask siudi an explanation 
of me.” “ At least,” resumed our lover, “ give me 
the melancholy satisfaction to know for what 
offence of mine you refused to take th« least notice 
of that letter which J had the honour to write from 
Winchester, by your own e.\press permission.” 
“ Your letter,” said Miss, with great vivacity, 
“ neither required, nor, in my opinion, deserved an 
answer; and, to be free with jou, Mr. Pickle, it 
was but :i shallow artifice to rid yourself of a cor¬ 
respondence you had deigned to solicit.” IVre- 
grine, confounded at tliis repartee, replied, that 
howsoever he might have failed in point of ele¬ 
gance or discretion, he was sure he had not been 
deficient in expressions of respect and devotion for 
those charms which it was his pride to adore. “ As 
for the verses,” said he, “ I own they were unwor¬ 
thy of the theme, hut I flattered myself that they 
would have merited your acceptance, though not 
your approbation, and been considered notso miioli 
the proof of my genius, as tlK‘ genuine effusion 
of my love.” “Verses!” cried Emilia, with an 
air of ostoTiishment, “what verses? I really don't 
understand you.” 'Ihe young gentleman was thun¬ 
derstruck at tins exelumatum, to which, after a 
long pause, he answered, “ 1 begin t{> susj)eet, and 
heartily wish it may appear, tliat we have inisun- 
derst<K)d each other from the beginning. Pray, 
Missdauntlet, di<l jou not find a co])y of verses en¬ 
closed in that unfortunate letter?” “'rruly, sir,” 
said the lady, “ 1 am not so much of a eoiiuois.*,eur 
as to distinguish wlu'ther that facetious production, 
which you merrily stjJe an unfortunate letter, was 
composed in verse or jirose: but, nielhinks, the jest 
is a little too stale to be brougiit upon lije carpet 
again.” So saying, slie tripped away to her com¬ 
panion, and left her lover in a most tumultuous 
suspense. He now perceived that her neglect of 
his addresses, when he w'as at Winchester, must 
have been owing to some mystery which ho could 
not comprehend. And lsIic began to suspect, and 
to hope, that the letter which she received w'as 
spurious, though she eould not conceive how that 
could possibly ha])p<‘n, as it had been delivered to 
her by the hands of his own servant. 

However, she resolvt*(l to leave the task of un- 
mvelling the affair to liim, who, she knew', would 


infallibly exert himself for his own as well as her 
satisfaction. She was not deceived in her opinion. 
He went up to her again at the staircase, and, as 
they were un])rovidod with a male attendant, in¬ 
sisted upon squiring the ladies to tlieir lodgings. 
Emilia saw his drift, which was no other than to 
know where she lived; and, though she approved 
of his contrivance, thought it was incumbent upon 
her, for the support of her owm dignity, to decline 
the civility. She therefore thanked him for liis 
polite otter, hut would by no means consent to his 
giving himself such unnecessary trouble, especially 
as they had a very little way to walk. He was not 
repulsed by this refusal, the nature of which he 
perfectly understood; nor was she sorry to see 
liim persevere in his determination. He therefore 
accompanied them in tlieir return, and made div(*rs 
efforts to speak with Emilia in particular. But she 
had a spice of the coquette in her disposition, and, 
being determined to whet his impatience, artiully 
baffled all his endeavours, hy keeping her com¬ 
panion eontinually engaged in the conversation, 
which turned upon the venerable appearance and 
im])eria] situation of the plae<*. Thus tantall'/ed, 
he lounged with th(*m to the door of the bouse in 
which they lodged, when his ini.stress, perceiving, 
hy the countenance of her comrade, that .she was 
on the point of desiring him to walk in, eljeeked 
her intention with a frowm; then turning to Mr. 
Pickle, dropped him a very formal curtsey, seized 
the other young lady by the arm, and saying, 
“ Come, cousin Sophy,” vanished itv a moment, 

CilArrEB XXHl. 

After sundry unsureobsfnl EtToits, he tinds means to contelo 
an Kxjilnnatiun with his Mustres^; attd a Ueconediutum 

disconcerted at their sudden disap¬ 
pearance, stood for some minutes gaping in the 
street, before he could get the bi'tter of iiis surprise; 
and thei; deliberated w'itli himself whether he 
should demand immediate admittance to his niis- 
tr*BS, or choose some other method of apjilicafioii. 
Piqued at her abrupt behaviour, though jileased 
with her spirit, he set Ids invention to work, in 
order to contrive some means of seeing her; and, 
in a fit of musing, arrived at tlie inn, where lie 
found his eompauions wlioni he had left at the 
C'astle gate. They had already ma(i(‘ iinjulry ab(mt 
the ladies, in consequence of which he learnt, that 
Miss Sophy w'as daugliter of a gentleman in 
town, to whom his mistress was related; that an 
intimate friendship subsisted between the 1w() 
young ladies ; that Emilia had lived about a month 
with her cousin, and appeared at the last assembly, 
w’h(‘re she was luiivers'ally admired; and that 
several young gentlcuien of fortune had since that 
time teased her with addresses. 

Our hero’s ambition was flattered, and his pas¬ 
sion inflamed with this intelligence; and he swote 
within himself, that he would not quit the sjiot until 
he should have obtained an indisputed vietorj over 
all his rivals. 

'I’hat same evening he composed a most eloquent 
epistle, ill which he earnestly entreated that she 
would favour him with an opportunity of vindi¬ 
cating his conduct; hut she would neither receive 
his billet, nor see his mcssengei*. Balked in this 
effort, he enclosed it in u iiew^ cover, directed by 
anotlier hand, and ordered Pipes to ride next morn- 
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ing to London, on purpose to deliver it at the post- 
that, coming hy such conveyance, she might 
have no suspicion of the author, and open it before 
she should he aware of the deceit. 

Three days he waited patiently for the effect of 
this stratagem, and, in the afternoon of the fourth, 
ventured to hazard a formal visit, in quality of an 
old uecpiaintancc. Hut here, too, he failed in his 
attempt; she was indisposed, and could pot see 
company. 'J'hese obstacles served only to increase 
his eagerness. He still adhered to his former reso¬ 
lution; and his companions, understanding his de¬ 
termination, left him next day to his own inventions. 
Thus reliiHjuished to his own ideas, he doubled his 
assiduit}", and practised every method his imagina¬ 
tion could suggest, in order to promote his plan. 

Pipes was stationed all day long within siglit of 
her door, that he might he able to give his master 
an account of her motions; but she never went 
abroad, except to visit in the neighbourhood, and 
was always Imused before Peregrine could be a{»- 
prised of her a])pearanco. He went to church with 
a view of attracting her notice, and humbled his 
deportment before her; but she was so mischievously 
devout as to look at nothing but her book, so that 
he was not favoured with one glance of regard. H<* 
frequented the eolVeehouse, and attempted to eon- 
tniet an ae({uaintano<* with JMiss Sophy's father, 
who, he hoped, would invite him to his house ; but 
this expectation was also defeated. That prudent 
gentleman looked upon him as one of those forward 
fortune-hunters who go about the ootintry seeking 
whom they may devour, and wearily discouraged all 
his advances. C'liagriiiod hy so many unsuecessful 
endeavours, he began to despair of aceoinplishing 
his aim ; and, as the last suggestion of his art, paid 
off his lodging, took horse at noon, and dejiartod, 
in all appearance, for the ]>Iaoo iroin whence he 
had come. He rode, however, hut a few miles, 
and, in the dusk of the evening, returned unseen, 
alighted at another inn, ordered J*i]>es to stay with¬ 
in doors, and, kce])ing himself incognito, emplo}ed 
uuotlu'r ])ersou as a sentinel upon Hmilia. 

It was not long before lie reaped the fruits of bis 
ingenuity. Next day, in the afternoon, he was in¬ 
formed by^ his spy, that the two young ladies witc 
gone to walk in the park, w hither he followed them 
on the instant, fully determined to come to an ex¬ 
planation with his mistress, even in presence of her 
friend, who might possibly he i)revaile<l iqum to 
interest herself in Ills behalf. 

^Vlle^ he saw them at such a distance that they 
could not return to town hidbre lu‘ should have an 
opportunity of putting liis resolution in practice, he 
lendi'd his pace, and found means to ajipcar before 
them so sucldenly, that ICmiliu could not help ex¬ 
pressing her surprise in a scream. Our lover put- 
tmg on a initm of humility and mortification, begged 
to know if her resentment w^as inijdacahle; and 
asked, why she had so cruelly refused to grant him 
the common firivilege that every criminal (*njoyed.^ 
“ Dear Atiss Sophy,” said he, addressing himself to 
her eoin])anion, “ give me leave to implore your 
intercession w'ith your cousin ; 1 am sure you have 
humanity enough to espouse my cause, did you but 
know the justice of it; and I flatter myself, that, hy 
your kind interposition, 1 may be able to rectify 
tluit fatal misunderstanding which hath made me 
wretched.” “ Sir,” said Sophy, “ you appear like 
a gentleman, and I doubt not but your behaviour 
has been always suitable to your appearance; but 


you must excuse me from undertaking any such 
office in behalf of a person whom 1 have not the 
honour to know.” “ Madam,” answered Peregrine, 
“ I hope Miss Emy will justify my pretensions to 
tliut character, notwithstanding the mystery of her 
displeasure, which, upon my honour, 1 caunot for 
my soul explain.’* “ Lord! Air. Pickle,’* said 
Emilia, who had by this time recollected herself, 
“I never (juestioned your gallantly and taste, but 
1 am resolved that >ou never shall have cause to 
exercise your talents at my expense; so that you 
tease } ourself and me to no purpose, (^ome, Sophy, 
let us walk home again.” “Good God! Aladain,” 
cried the lover witli great emotion, “why will you 
distract me witli such indiflereiiee ? Stay, dear 
Emilia! 1 conjure you on my knees to stay and 
hear me. Hy all that is sacr<*d! I was not to 
blame; yon must have been impo.sed upon by some 
villain wlio envied my good fortune, and took some 
treacherous method to ruin my love.” 

ATiss Sophv, who possessed a large stock of good 
nature, and to whom her cousin had communicated 
tlie cause of her reserve, seeing the young gentle¬ 
man so iniioh affected with that disdain, which she 
knew to be feigned, laid hold on Emilia’s sleeve, 
saying with a smile, “ Not quite so fast, Emily, 1 
begin to perceive that this is a love-quarrel, and 
therefore there may he hopes of a reconeiliafion ; 
for 1 suiipose both ])arties are open to conviction.” 
“ For my owm part,” cried JVregrine, with great 
eagerness, “ I ajipeal to Aliss Sophy’s decision. 
Hut why do I say ajipeal? Though I am conscious 
of having committed no offence, 1 am ready to sub¬ 
mit to any pcmineo, let it be ever so rigorous, that 
ni^ fair enslaver herself shall impose, providing it 
w'lll entitle me to her favour and forgiveness at 
last.” Emily, well nigh overcome by this declara¬ 
tion, told him, that, as she taxed him with no guilt, 
sl)(* expected no atonement; and jiressi'd her com¬ 
panion to return into town. Hut Sojihv, wlio was 
t(K) indulgent to her friend’s real iiiclinuiion to com¬ 
ply with herre<inest. observed, that the gentleman 
seem(‘tl so reasonable in his eoneessions, she began 
to think her cousin was in the wrong, and felt her¬ 
self disposed to act as nmjiire in the dispute. 

(Ivevjoyed at this condescension, Mr. Pickle 
thanked her in the most rapturous terms, and, in 
the transport of his expectation, kissed the hand of 
his kind mediatrix ; a eirciimstance wliich had a 
remarkable efiect on the countenance of I'mnlia, 
who did not semii to ndisli the warmth of his 
acknowledgment. 

After many supplications on one hand, and press¬ 
ing remonstrances on tiie other, she }ielded at 
length, and, turning to h(‘r lover, while her face 
w'as over.spread with bluslu's, “ Well, sir,” said 
she, “ supposing I were to put the ditferenee on 
that issue, how could vou excuse the ridiculous 
letter which you sent to me from Winchester?’* 
'I’liis expostulation introduced a disms.sioii of the 
wliole affair, in which all the circumstances were 
canvassed; and Emilia still uffinned, with great 
heat, that the letter must have been calculated to 
uffrimther; for she could n<it su]»pose the author 
was so weak as to design it for any other purpose. 

Peregrine, who still retained in his memory the 
substance of his unlucky epistle, as well as the 
verses which were enclosed, could recollect no par¬ 
ticular expression which could liavc justly given 
the least umbrage; and therefore in the agonies 
of perplexity, begged that the whole might be 
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submitted to the. judgment of Miss Sophy, and 
faithfully promised to stand to her award. 

In short, this proposal was, with seeming reluct¬ 
ance, embraced by Emilia, and an appointment 
made to meet next day, in the same place, whither 
both parties were desired to come, provided with 
their credentials, according to which definitive 
sentence would be pronounced. 

Our lover having succeeded thus fur, over¬ 
whelmed Sophy with acknowledgments on account 
of her generous mediation, and, in the course of 
their walk, which Emilia was now in no hurry to 
conclude, whispered a great many tender protes¬ 
tations in the ear of his inistross, who nevertheless 
continued to act upon the reserve until her doubts 
should be more fully resolved. 

Mr. ]*iekle having found means to amuse them 
in the fields till the twilight, was obliged to wish 
them good evening, after having obtained a solemn 
repetition of their promise to meet him at the ap¬ 
pointed time and j)hK*e; and then retreated to his 
apartment, where he spent the w'liole night in 
various conjectures on the subject of this letter, 
the Gordian knot of wlneh he could by no means 
untie. 

One while he imagined that some wag had played 
a trick upon his messenger, in eoinse<inence of 
which Emilia had received a supposititious letter ; 
hut, upon furtluu' reflection, he could not conceive 
the i)raetieability of any such (h*c(*it. 'I’hcn lie 
began to doubt the sincerity of his mistress, wlio 
perliaps had only made that an handle for discard¬ 
ing him, at the request of some favourite ri\al; hut 
his own integrit} forbade him to liarhour this mean 
suspicion; and therefore he was again involved in 
the labyrinth of ]>erplexify. Next day he waited 
on the r.iek of im})utienee for the hour of five in 
the afternoon, wliicli no sooner struck, than he 
'»rdered l‘ipes to attend iiim, in ease there should 
be ooca.sion for his evidence, and repaired to the 
place of rende;:vous, where he had not tarried five 
minutes Ixdore the ladies appeared. Mutual eom- 
pliments being ]iasse<l, and the attendant stationed 
at a convenient dislniiee, IVregrine persuaded them 
to sit down upon the grass, under tlu* shade of a 
spreading oak, that tliey iniglit he more at their 
ease ; while he stretclu‘d himself at their feet, and 
desired that the paper on which his doom <lepciided 
miglit he exumine<l. It was accordingly put into 
the hands of his fair urhilress, who read it imme¬ 
diately with an audible voice. fl''hc first two words 
of it wore no sooner pronounec<l, than he startiul 
with great emotion, and raUed himself on his hand 
and knee, in which posture lie listened to the rest 
of the sentence; tlicn sprung upon Ids feet in the 
utmost astonisliinent, and, glowing with rcs<*ntmcnt 
at tin* same time, exclaimed, “ Hell and the devil I 
what’s all that? Sure you make a jest of me, 
IMudarn.” “ Pray, sir,” said Sojdi}, “give me the 
hearing for a few moments, and then urge what 
you shall think proper in your own defence.” 
II aving thus cautioned Jiim, she protieeded : hut, 
before shi* liad finished one half of the performance, 
Jier gravity forsook her, and she was seized witJi a 
violent fit of laughter, in whicli neitluT of the 
lovers could help joining, notwithstanding the re¬ 
sentment which at that instant i)revailed in the 
breasts of noth. The judge, however, in a litth 
time resumed her solemnity, and having read the | 
remaining part of this curious epistle, all three | 
continued staring at each other aUernuiely lor the | 


space of half a minute, and then broke forth at the 
same instant into another paroxysm of mirth. 
From this unanimous convulsion, one would have 
thought that both parties were extremely well 
pleased with the joke; yet this was by no means 
the case, 

Emilia imagined, that, notwithstanding his af¬ 
fected surprise, her lover, in spite of himself, liad 
renewed the laugh at her expense, and, in so doing, 
applauded his own unmannerly ridicule. This 
supposition could not fail of raising and reviving 
lier indigTiation, while IVregrine liighly resented 
the indignity wdth which he sujiposed liimsclf 
treated, in her attempting to make him the dupe of 
such a gross and ludicrous artifice. 'J'his being the 
situation of tUeirthoughts, their mirth w’as succeeded 
by a mutual gloominess of aspect; and tlie judge, 
addressing hers<*lf to Mr. Pickle, asked if he had 
any thing to offer why sentence should not be 
pronounced.^ “Madam,” answered the culiint, “ 1 
am sorry to find myself so low in the opinion of 
your cousin, as to he thought oupulile of being 
deceived by such a shallow contrivance.” “ Nay, 
sir,” said Emilia, “the eontrivanee is your own; 
and 1 cannot help admiring jom* confidence in 
imi)uting it to me.” “ Upon my honour, Miss 
Emily,” resumed our hei’o, “ you wrong my under- 
staiuliiig as well as my love, in accusing me of 
having written such a silly nnpertiticnt performance, 
the very ai>peuranee and addre.ss of it is so ;mlike 
the letter which J did luyscdf the honour to write, 
that 1 dare say my man, even at thus dislauce of 
time, will remember the diflerenee.” So saying, he 
extended his voice, and heekonetl to Pijies, who 
immediately drew near. Jlis mistress seemed to 
object to the evidence, by observing that, to he 
sure, Mr. Pipes had his cue; when Peregrine, 
lu'gging she would spare him the morlilieation of 
considering him in such a dishonourable light, 
desired his valet to examine the outside of the 
letter, and recollect if il was ihesanu* which he liad 
delivered to JMiss Gauntlet about two year.s ago. 
Pijies having taken a snpiTficial view of it, jadled 
up his breeches, sa} ing, “ Mayhap il is, but we 
have made so many trips, and been in so many 
<*reeks and corners since tliat time, that l can’t 
pretmid to he certain; for I neither keej) journal 
nor log-book of our proceedings.” Emilia eom- 
niended him for his candour, at the same time 
darting a sarcastic look at his muster, as if she 
thought he had tampered with his servant’s integrity 
in vain ; and Peregrine began to rave and to curse 
his fate for having suhjcicted him to such mean 
susineion, attesting heaven and earth in tlie most 
earnest manner, that, far from having composed 
and conveyed tliat stu])id })i’ 0 (luetion, he had never 
s(‘en it before, nor h(‘eii privy to the least circum¬ 
stance of the plan. 

Pipes, now for the first time, perceived tin* 
mischief which he had occasioned, and, moved 
with the transports of his master, for whom he 
hud a most inviolable attachment, frankly declared 
he wa.s ready to make oath tliat IMr. Ificklc had no 
liand in the letter which he delivered. All three 
were amazed at this confession, the meaning of 
which they could not comprehend. IVregrine. 
after soim* pause, Icajicd upon Ifijics, and seizing 
liim by the throat, exclaimed in an ecstasy of rage, 
“ Rascal! tell me this instant what became of tin 
letter I intrusted to your care.” The patient valet, 
half-stninglod as he was, squirted a collection of 
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tobacco-juice out of one corner of his mouth, and 
with great deliberation replied, “ Why,— burnt it; 
you wouldn’t have me give the young woman a 
thing that sliook all in tlie wind in tatters, would 
you?” The ladies interposed in behalf of the 
distressed s(piire, from whom, by dint of (juestions, 
which he had neither art nor inclination to evade, 
they extorted an explanation of the whole affair. 

Snell ridiculous simplicity and innocence of in¬ 
tention appeared in thecomposition of his expedient, 
that even the remembrance of all the chagrin which 
it had produced could not rouse their indignation, 
or enable them to resist a third eruption of laughter, 
which they forthwith underwent. 

Pipes was dismissed with many menacing in- 
juuetions to beware of such conduct for the future; 
Emilia stood with a confusion of joy and tenderness 
in her countenance; Peregrine’s eyes kindled into 
rapture, and when Miss Sophy pronounced the 
sentence of I’cconciiiation, advanced to bis mistress, 
saying, “’rriith is mighty, and will prevailthen 
elasjHTig her m his arms, very impudently ravished 
a kiss, which she had not power to refuse. Nay, 
such w'as the impulse of his joy, that he took tlie 
same freedom with the lips of Sophy, calling her his 
kind ni('<iiatrix and guardian angel, and behaved 
with Mich extravagance of transport as plainly 
evinced the fervour and sincerity of his love. 

1 shall not pretend to repeat tlu* tender pro- 
testatums that were uttered on one side, or describe 
the bewitching glances of ajiprobation with which 
tliey were r<*ceived on the other; suffice it to say, 
that the endearing intimacy of then* fornuT con¬ 
nexion w'as instantly renewed, and Sophy, wlio 
congratulated them upon the happy termination of 
their ipuirrel,favouredwitii theinmitua! eonhdence. 
In r()nse<|uence of this hapjiy paelfteation, they 
fle)iherat(*d upon the means of seeing each other 
often ; and a.s he could not, without some previous 
introduction, visit her openly at the house of her 
relation, they agreed to meet every afternoon in tlu‘ 
park till the next assembly, at which he would 
solicit lier as a partner, and she be nnengaged, in 
expectation of bis reipiest. Hy this coiuu'xion he 
would he <‘ntitled to visit liernext da),and thus an 
avowed correspondence would of course commence. 
'Phis plan w'as actually put in execution, and at¬ 
tended willi a circumstance winch had well mgh 
]»roduced some mi.sehievons conseipienee, had not 
IVregrinc's good fortune been suiJcrior to lus 
diserelion. 


rriAi’TEU XXIV. 

Ill* .irlihncs an AdvetUun* at flu* Assembly, and quarrels 
\\2i h In** {Jineriiui 

At the assembly were no finver than three gentle¬ 
men of fortuiK', who ri vailed our lover in his iiassiou 
tV»r Emilia, and who had severally begged the lio- 
nour of dancing witli her uiion that occasion. She 
had excused herself to each, on jiretence of a slight 
indisposition that she foresaw would detain iier 
from the ball, and desired tliey would provide 
themselves w’ith other partners. Obliged to admit 
her excuse, they according!) followed her advice; 
and after they had engagetl themselves beyond the 
Jiower of retracting, had the mortification to see her 
there nnelaimed. 

'fhey in their turn made up to her, and expressed 
their surprise and eoneern at finding her in the 
assembly unprovided, after she had declined their 


invitation; but she told them that her cold had 
forsaken her since she had the pleasure of seeing 
them, and that she would rely ujarn accident for a 
partner. Just as she pronounced these words to 
the lust of the tliree. Peregrine advanced as an 
utter stranger, bowed with great respect, told her he 
understood she was unengaged, and would think 
himself highly honoured in being accepted as her 
partner for the night; and he had the good fortune 
to sueeeed in his application. 

As they were hy far the handsomest and best ac¬ 
complished c<mple in the room, they could not fail 
of attracting the notice and admiration of the spec¬ 
tators, which inflamed the jealousy of his three 
competitors, who immediately entered into a con¬ 
spiracy against this gaudy stranger, whom, as their 
rival, they resolved to aflVont in public. 3*ursuant 
to the jilan which they projected for this purpose, 
the first country daneo was no sooner concluded, 
than one of them, with his partner, took place of 
Peregrine and his mistress, contrary to the regula¬ 
tion of the ball. Our lover, imputing his behaviour 
to inadvertency, informed the gentleman of his 
mistake, and civilly desired he would rectify his 
error. 'J’he other told him, in an imperious tone, 
that he wanted none of his advice, and bade him 
mind his own affairs. I’eregrine answ'ercd with 
some warmth, and insisted upon his right; a dis¬ 
pute comnienceil, high words ensued, in the course 
of winch our impeUious youtli, hearing himself re¬ 
viled with 1h<‘ aiipellation of .scoundrel, pulled off 
his antagonist’s periwdg, and flung it in his face, 
'fhe ladies immediately shrieked, the gentlemen 
interposed, Emilia was seized with a fit of trem¬ 
bling, and conducted to her scat by her joutlilul 
ailimrer, whobegged pardon for having discomi>osed 
her, and vindicated what he had done, hy repre¬ 
senting the necc.ssity he was under to resent the 
jirovocation lie had received. 

'riiougli she could not help owning the jmstiee of 
his plea, she was not the less concerned at the dan¬ 
gerous situation in which he had involved himself, 
and, in ihe utmost eonstiTnation and anxiet). in¬ 
sisted upon going direct!) home, lie could not resi.st 
her importunities; and her cousin being determined 
to aceompany her, he escorted them to their lodg¬ 
ings, w here he w ished tliem good night,utter lun ing, 
in order to quiet tlieir a]>prehensions, protested 
that, if his opponent was saiisfled, he .should never 
take any step towards the jirosecution of the 
quarrel. iMeanwliile the a.ssembly-room h(*eame a 
scene of tumult and uproar. I’hc person who con¬ 
ceived himself injured, seeing Peregrine retire, 
.struggled with his companions, in order to pursue 
and take satisfactiou of our hero, whom he loaded 
with terms of abuse, and challenged to single combat. 

'I'he director of the ball held a <*onsuhution with 
all the subscribers who were present; and it was 
detennined, by a majority of votes, that the two 
gmitlemen v>ho had occasioned the disturbance 
should be desired to witlidraw. 'J'hi.s resolution 
beiijg signified to one of the parties then present, 
he made some diflieiilty of complv ing, but w as per¬ 
suaded to submit by his two confederates, who ac- 
com])unied him to the stivet-dooi*, where he was 
met by Peregrine on his return to the assembly. 

'J'bis clioleric gentleman, who was a country 
squire, no sooner saw his rival, than he began to 
brandish his cudgel in a menacing po.sture, when 
our adventurous )outh steiiping buck with one foot, 
laid his hand upon the hilt of his sword, which he 
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drew half way out of the scabbard. This attitude, 
and the sight of the blade, which glistened by moon¬ 
light in his face, checked, in some sort, the ardour 
of his assailant, who desired he would lay aside his 
toaster, and take a bout with him at equal anus. 
Peregrine, who was an expert eudgel-])layer, ac¬ 
cepted the invitation ; then exchungiiig weapons 
with Pipes, who stood behind him, put himself in 
a posture of defence, and received the attack of 
his adversary, who struck at random, without either 
skill or economy, l^ickle could have beaten the 
cudgel out of his hand at the first blow ; but as, in 
that case, he would have been obliged in honour to 
give immediate quarter, he resolved to discipline 
Ills antagonist without endeavouring to disable him, 
until he should be heartily satisfied with the ven¬ 
geance he had taken. "With this view he returned 
the salute, and raised such a clatter about the 
squire’s ]>ato, that one who had heard, without se(*- 
ing the application, would have mistaken the sound 
for that of a salt-box, in the band of a dexter¬ 
ous merry-andrew, belonging to one of the booths 
at Panholorncw’ fair, Neither was this salutation 
confined to his head; his shoulders, arms, thighs, 
ancles, and ribs, were visited with amazing rapidity, 
while Tom Pipes sounded the charge through his 
fist. I’ercgrine, tired with this exercise, which had 
almost bereft his enemy of sensation, at last struck 
the decisive blow, in consequence of which the 
squire’s weapon flew out of his grasp, and he allowed 
our hero to be the better man. Satisfied with this 
acknowledgment, the victor walked up stairs, witli 
such elevation of spirits, and insolence of mien, 
that nobody chose to intimate the resolution which 
had been taken in his ahsencc. 'J'herc having 
amused himself for some time in beholding the 
country danci's, he retreated to his lodging, where 
he indulged himself all night in the contemplation 
of his own success. 

Next day, in the forenoon, he went to visit his 
partner; and tlie gentleman at whose house she 
lived, having been informed of his family and con¬ 
dition, received him witli great courtesy, as the 
acquaintance of his cousin (Gauntlet, and invited 
him to dinner iJiat same day. 

Kmilia w'as remarkably w'ell pleased, when she 
understood the issue of his adventure, wliich began 
to make some noise in town, (*v<*n though it d<*- 
prived her of a wealthy admirer. 'J'he squire 
having consulted an attorney about tlie nature of 
the dispute, in hojjos of being able to j)rosecute 
Peregrine for an assault, found liuh* encouragement 
to go to law. He therefore resolved to iMieket the 
insult and injury he had undergone, and to discon¬ 
tinue his addresses to her who was the cause of both. 

Our lover being told by his mistross, that she 
proposed to stay a fortnight longer at Windsor, he 
determined to enjoy her coinjiany all that time, and 
then to give her u convoy to the house of her mo¬ 
ther, whom he longed to see. Tn consocjuence of 
this plan, he every day contrived some fresh jiarty 
of pleasure for the ladies, to whom he had by this 
time free access; and entangled himself so much 
in the snares of love, that he seemed quite en¬ 
chanted by Emilia’s charms, which were now in¬ 
deed almost irresistible. While he thus heedlessly 
roved in the flowery jjaths of pleasure, his governor 
at Oxford, alarmed at the unusual duration of his 
absence, went to the young gentlemen who had ac¬ 
companied him in his excursion, and very earnestly 
intreated them to tell him what they knew con¬ 


cerning his pupiL Tliey accordingly gave him an 
account of the rencounter that happened between 
Peregrine and Miss Emily (launtlet in the castle, 
and mentioned cireumstauces sufficient to convince 
him that his charge was very dangerously engaged. 

Far from having an auth()rity over JVregrine, 
Mr. Joller durst not even disoblige him ; therefore, 
instead of writing to the commodore, he took horse 
immediately, and that same night reached Windsor, 
where he found his stray sheep very much sur¬ 
prised at his unexpected arrival. 

The governor desiring to have some serious con¬ 
versation with him, they shut themselves nji in an 
apartment, when Jolter, with great solemnity, com¬ 
municated the cause of his journey, which was no 
other than his concern for his pujiil’s welfare; and 
very gravely undertook to prove, by matliematical 
demonstration, that this intrigue, if farther pursued, 
would tend lo the young gentleTuan’s min and dis¬ 
grace. This singular proposition raised the cu¬ 
riosity of Peregrine, who promised to yield all 
maimer of attention, and desired him lo begin 
without further preamble. 

'J'he governor, encouraged by this aiipearanee of 
candour, expressed his satisfaction in finding him 
so open to conviction, and told him he would pro¬ 
ceed upon geomotrieal principles. 'Jlieu, Jiemming 
tlirice, he ohscrvetl, that no muthenuifictd inquiries 
could he carried on, exee])t ujion certain or 
conco.ssion to truths, that were self-evident; and 
therefore he mu.st crave his assent to a few axioms, 
which he was sure I^lr. Pickle would see no reason 
to dispute. “ In the first place, then,” said he, 
*' you will grant, I hope, that youth and disoretion 
are, with respect to each other, as two parallel lines, 
which, tbougli infinitely produced, remain still 
equidistant, and w'ill never eoirudde; and then you 
must aliow% that ]>assion nets upon the human mind 
ill a ratio compounded of the acuteness of sense 
and constitutional heat; and, thirdly, you will not 
deny that the imgle of nunorse is equal to that of 
precipitation. The jmiulata being admitted,” added 
he, taking pen, ink, and pajier, and drawing a pa¬ 
rallelogram, “let youth he represtuited by the right 
line A H, and discretion by another right line C 1), 
parallel to the former. Comidete the ])arallelogram 
A II (31), and let the point of intersection, Jl, re¬ 
present perdition. Let passion, rejirescnted under 
the letter C, have a motion in the direction A. 
At the same time, let another motiem he comimmi- 
caled to it, in tJie direction (3 J), it A\in jiroceed in 
the diagonal (3 H, and deserilx* it in the same time 
that it would have described the side (3 A by the 
first motion, or the side C31) by the second. I'o 
understand the demonstration of this corollary, we 
must premi.se this obvious prineiplt*, that when u 
body is acted upon by a motion of power parallel to 
a right line given in position, this jiower, or motion, 
has no effect to cause the body to approach towards 
that line, or recede from it, but to move iii a line 
])aralleJ to a right line only, as appears from the 
second law of motion; therefore C A being ])ar- 
allel to J) B,”-- 

llis pupil having listened to him thus far, could 
contain himself no longer, but interrupted the in¬ 
vestigation with a loud laugh, and told him, that 
his postulata put him in mind of a certain learned 
, and ingenious gentleman, who undertook todisprove 
j the existence of natural evii, and asked no other 
' (htum on w'hich to found his demonstration, but an 
' acknowledgment that etery thing that in ts right 
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** you may, therefore,* said he, in a peremptory 
tone, “spare yourself the trouble of torturing your 
invention; for after all, I am pretty certain that I 
shall want capacity to comprehend the discussion 
of your lemma, and conseqiumtly he obliged to 
refuse my assent to your deduction.” 

Mr. Jolter was disconcerted at this declaration, 
and so much offended at Peregrine’s disre^speot, that 
he could not help expressing his displeasure, by 
telling him flatly, that he was too violent and head¬ 
strong to be reclaimed by reason and gentle means; 
that he (the tutor) must be obliged, iu the discharge 
of his duly and conscience, to inform the commo¬ 
dore of his pupil's im})!*udeiice, that, if tlie laws of 
this r<*alm were eflectual, they would take cogni¬ 
zance of the gipsy who had led him astray; and 
observed, by way of conlriust, that, if such a prepos¬ 
terous intrigue had happened iu France, she would 
have lu'cn clapped up in a convent two years ago. 

Our lovers eyes kindled with indignation, when 
he heard his mistress treated with such irreverence, 
lie could scarce refrain from inflicting manual chas¬ 
tisement on the blasphemer, whom lie reproaclu'd 
in his wrath as an arrogant pedant, without either 
delicacy or sense; and cautioned him against using 
any such impertinent freedoms with his aflairs for 
the future, on pain of incurring more severe effeets 
of his resciilment. 

Mr. Jolter, who entertained very high notions of 
that veneration to which he thought himself en¬ 
titled by his character and qualifiealions, had not 
bore, without rcjiining, his want of influence and 
authority over his pupil, against whom he cherished 
a jiarticulur grudge ever since the adventure of the 
painti‘d eye; ancl therefore, on this occasion, his 
politic ft>rbearance had been overcome by the ac¬ 
cumulated motives of his disgust. Indeed, he would 
have resigned his cluirge with disdain, had he not 
been encouraged to persevere, by the hojies of a 
good living which '.rrunuioTi had in his gift, or 
kuow'n how to dispose of himself for the jircsent to 
better advantage. 

CTTAPTEll XXV. 

J!e rL-ct‘ivos a Letter from lii-, Aunt, bicnks with the C<nn 

modorc, aiul dihoblipev the Lii-uteuatit, who, ncvcrthelesh, 
undertake.s his Cause 

KANwniLE he quitted the youth in high dudgeon, 
and that same evening des}>atched a letter for J\Irs. 
Trunnion, which was dictated by the first transports 
of his passion,, and of course replete with severe 
animadversions on the miseonduet of his pupil. 

In consequence of this complaint, it was not long 
Ix^forc Peregrine received an epistle from his aunt, 
wherein she c()mmemorat<‘d all the circumslances 
of the commodore's benevolence towards him, when 
he was heljiless and forlorn, deserted and abandoned 
by hi.s own parents, upbraided him for his misbe¬ 
haviour, and neglect of his tutor's advici*, and in¬ 
sisted upon his breaking off all intercourse with 
that girl who had seduced his youth, as he valued 
the continuance of her affectiou and her husband’s 
regard. 

As our lover’s own ideas of generosity W’ere ex¬ 
tremely refined, be was shocked at llie indelicate 
insinuations of Mrs. Trunnion, and felt all the pangs 
of an ingenuous mind that labours under obligations 
to a person whom it contemns. Ear from obeying 
her injunction, or humbling himself by a submissive 
answer to her reprehension, his resentment buoyed 


him up above every selfish consideration; he re¬ 
solved to attach himself to Emilia, if*possible more 
than over; and although he was tempted to punish 
tile officioiisness of Jolter, by reeriminating upon 
Ids life and conversation, he generously withstood 
the impulse of his passion, because lie knew that 
his governor had no other de])cndence than tlie 
good opinion of the commodore. lie could not, 
how'ever, digest in silence the severe expostulations 
of his aunt; to wdiieh he replied by the following 
letter, addressed to her husband. 

“ Stu,—T houRb my t^‘niper rould never stooprfo offer, nor, 
I believe, your dispoMtion dei^m to retcivc,lbat proas iut-ense 
wJiioh tlieilliberal onlycxpL’ct, and none but the base niiiulecl 
condeRcend lo pay, my senlimenla have alwajs done ji.snr-e 
to your pcnerosity, and my intention seiupulo'ivl) ndheied 
lo the di<-tates ol my duty, ('onscicus ol tins inteprity of 
heart, 7 cannot but severely feel your lady’s unkind (I will 
not call it unpenernufe) recapitulation ot the fa\ours 1 have 
received , and, as I lake it for ^jranted, that \ou knew and 
approved of her letier, I must hep leave to a-.sure you. that, 
far from beinp hway»-d by menares and reproach, I am deter¬ 
mined to embrace the most abject extieinily of lortmic, rather 
than sulmut to such a Oisbnnourable eompulsion When I 
am treated in a more didicate and rcspccilul manner, 1 liojie 
1 shall behave us becomes, 

‘ Sir, your oblifted “ P. Tick lb." 

The commodore, w bo did not understoiid those 
nice distinctioiih of belnn iour, and dreaded the con¬ 
sequence of Veregrine's amour, against winch he 
Wits strangely preixwsessed, seemed exasperated at 
the iusoleiiee and obstinacy of his adopted son; to 
whose ejnstle he wrote the following answer, which 
was transmitted by the hands of Hatchway, who 
had orders to bring the delinquent along with him 
to the garrison. 

“ 1 Ik\rx yk, ritiLH, —V<m need not brins yonr fine 
speeches to licar ui>on me. Yon <»nly expend your anitiiu- 
nition to no ptitpo^e. ^ onr aunt told you nothing hut truth; 
lor it 18 lilwuys tair and honest to be above board, d'ye see. L 
am tnformedas how you aie inehu*-eot a painted guliey, which 
will decoy you upon the flats ol destruetion, unless yon keep 
a better louk out and a Kckonlng than you h:i\e hi- 
thi rlo done, and I have sliiI .lack lUtchwHy to sto how the 
land lies, and w arn you of vour danger. 11 so be .is you will 
put about ship, and let him steer you into this harliom, you 
shall meet with a safe berth and friendly reception, hut if 
you reluse to alter your eourae, you cannot expect any further 
d.ssist.uu’t! from youl.s, ua you behave, 

“IIaw.sbii Trun.vio.n." 

I'eregriiie was etpially piqued and disetmeerted 
at the receipt of this letter, which was quite dif¬ 
ferent from what he had expected, and declared in 
a resolute tone to the lieutenant, who brought it, 
that he might return as soon as he pleased, for he 
was determiued to consult his own inclination, and 
remain for some time longer where he was. 

Hatchway endeavoured to per^ua(ie him by all 
the arguments which bus sagacity and friendship 
could supply, to show a little more deference for the 
old man, who was by this time rendered fretful and 
peevish by the gout, which now' hindered him from 
enjoying himself as usual, and who might, in his 
passion, take some stei) very much to the detriment 
of the young gentleman, whom he had hitherto 
considered as his own son. Among other remon¬ 
strances, Jack observed that inayhaps IVvegrine 
had got under Emilia's hatches, and did not choose 
to s(*t her adrift; and if that wa.> the ease, he him¬ 
self would tak(‘ charge of the vessel, and see her 
cargo safely delivered; for he had a respect fur the 
young woman, and his needle pointed towards ma¬ 
trimony; smd as, in all probabilil}, she could not 
be much the worse for the wear, he would make 
shift to send through life w’itli her under an easy sail. 

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions, and 
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having thanked him for this last instance of his 
complaisance, repeated his resolution of adhering 
to his firs,t purpose. Hatchway having profited so 
little by mild exhortations, assumed u more per¬ 
emptory aspect, and plainly told him he neither 
could nor would go home without him; so he had 
best make immediate preparation for the voyage. 

Peregrine made no other r<‘j)iy to this declara¬ 
tion tlian by a contemptuous smile, and rose from 
his seat in order to retire; ii]>on vhich the lieiite 
nant started up, and posting himself by the door, 
protested, with soiiu; menacing gestures, that he 
would not*sufter him to run aliead neither. The 
other, incensed at his presumption, in attempting 
to detain him by force, tripped uj> his wooden leg, 
and laid him on his back in a moment; then walked 
deliberately towards the park, in order to indulge 
his reflection, which at that time teemed with dis- 
agi’eeuhle thoughts. He had not j)roceeded tw’o 
Imntlred steps, when he heard something hlow'ing 
and htam})ing behind him ; ami, h»oking hack, i>er- 
ceived the lieutenant at his heels, with rage and 
indignation in his couiiteiianee. This exasperated 
seaman, impatient of tlie aftVont he had reeeiveil, 
and forgetting all tlieeireumstanccs of their former 
intimacy, advanced with great eagerness to his old 
friend, saying, “ hook ye. brother, you’n* a saucy 
boy, and if }'oii w'as at sea, I w'ould have your 
backside brought to the davit for your disohe- 
dieuee; but ns we are on shore, you and I must 
crack a jiistol at one another; here is a brace, jou 
slialltake which you jilease."’ 

J’erogrine, upon recollection, was sorry for liv¬ 
ing been laid under the necessity of disobliging 
honest Jack, and very frankly asked his pardon 
for what he had done. But this condescension was 
misinterpreted by the other, who refused any other 
satisfaction but that which an offu-erought to claim; 
and, with some irreverent e-xpressions, asked if 
Perry was afraid of ins liaeon. 'I’lie youth, in¬ 
flamed at this unjust insinuation, darted a fei 
look at th(‘ challenger, told him lie had paid hut too 
much regard to his intirmities, and hid him walk 
forward to the park, where he would soon eonvim'c 
him of his error, if he tliought his concession pro- 
Ceedetl from fear. 

About this lime, they were ovcilakcn by Pipes, 
who having heard the lieutenant’s fall, and seen 
him pocket his pistols, suspected that tliere was a 
(juarrel in the case, and followed him with a view 
of protecting his master. Peregrine seeing him 
arrive, and guessing his intention, assiiim'd an air 
of serenity, and jiretending that he had hd’t his 
handkerchief at the inn, ordered his man to go 
thither and fetch it to him in the })ark, where he 
would find them at his return. 'Phis command was 
twiei* repeated before Tom would take any other 
notice of the message, except by shaking his head; 
but being urged with many threats and curses to 
obedience, he gave them to understand that he 
knew their drift too w'ell to trust them by them¬ 
selves. “ As for you, Hieutenant Hatchway,” suul 
he, *‘l have been your shipmate, and know you 
to he a sailor, that’s enough ; and as for master, J 
know him to be as good a man as ever stepped be¬ 
twixt stem and stem, whereby, if you have any 
thing to say to him, 1 am your man, as the saying 
is. Here's my sapling, and T don't value your 
crackers of a rope’s end.” This oration, tlie longest 
that ever Pipes was known to make, he concluded 
with a flourish of his cudgel, and enforced with 


such determined refusals to leave them, that they 
found it impossible to bring the cause to mortal 
arhitreinent at that time, and strolled about the 
park in profound silence; during which, }Iateh- 
way’s indignation subsiding, he all of a sudden 
thrust out his hand as an advance to reconciliation, 
which being cordially shaken by Peregrine, a ge¬ 
neral pacification ensued; and was followed by a 
consultation about the means of extricating the 
youth from his jircscut perjilexity. Had his dis- 
I jiosition been like that of most other young men, 

■ It would have been no cliflicult task to overcome 
liis diflicuUies; hut such was the obstinacy of his 
liride, tliat he deemed himself bound in honour to 
! resent the letters he had received; and, instead of 
submitting to the jileasure of the commodore, cx- 
jiceted an aeknowledgment from him, without 
wliieli he would listen to no terms of accommoda¬ 
tion. “ Had I been his own son,” sai<l he, “ 1 sliould 
hav(* bore his reproof, and sued for toi’giveiu'ss: 
hut knowing myself to be on the fooling of an 
orphan, who dcpmids entirely upon his henevoienee, 

1 am jealous of every thing that can he construed 
into disrespect, anil insist upon being treated with 
th(‘ most punctual regard. 1 shall now' make a])- 
])lication to my father, who is obliged to provide* for 
me by the ties of nature, as well as the laws of the 
land; and if lie shall refuse to do me justice, J can 
never want emjilojment while men are re([uired for 
his majesty’s service. 

'Pile lieutenant, alarmed at this intimation, beg'ged 
he would lake no new steji until he should liear 
from him; and that very evc*iiiiig set out for the 
garrison, wh<*re he gav e'rrunnion an account of 
the inisearriage of his negolialion, told him liow' 
highly I’eregrine was oftended at tlie letter, 
commmiieated the young gentleman’s seiitimeTits 
and resolution, and, finally, assured him, that unless 
he should think proper to ask pardon for the oflenee 
he had eouimitted, lie would, in all ajipearanee, 
n(‘ver more behold the face of his godson. 

The old eonimodore was utterly eonfoiimled at 
this piece of intelligence; he had expected all the 
humility of obedience and contrUion from the 
young man ; and, instead of that, received iiorlihig 
but the most indignant opposition, and even found 
himself in the cireunistanecs of an oflender, obliged 
to make atoncinent, or forfeit all correspondence 
with his favourite. These insolent conditions at 
first threw him into an agony of wrath, and he 
vented execrations with such rapidity, that he left 
himself no time to breathe, and had almost been 
sulfocated with nis choier. He inveighed bitterly 
against the ingratitmle of I’eregrine, whom he 
mentioned witli many opprobrious epithets, and 
sw'ore that he ought to he keel-hauled for his jire- 
sumplion; but when he l)<‘gan to reflect more 
<‘ooliy upon the spirit of the young genllciiian, 
which had already manifested itself on many occa¬ 
sions, and listened to the suggestions of Hatchway, 
whom he had always considered as an oracle in 
his way, his resentment abated, and he determined 
to take l^erry into favour again ; this ]dacability 
being not a little facilitated by Jack's narrative of 
our hero’s intrepid behaviour at the assembly, as 
well as in the contest with him in the park. But 
still this plaguey amour oeeurred like a hugbear to 
his imagination; for he held it as an infallible 
maxim, that woman was an eternal source of misery 
toman, indeed,this apothegm he seldom repeated 
since his marriage, except in the company of a 
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very few intimates, to whose secresy and discretion 
he could trust. Finding Jack himself at a nonjdus 
in the affair of Emilia, he consulted Mrs. Trunnion, 
who was equally surprised and offended, when she 
understood that her letter did not produce the de¬ 
sired cffijct; and, after having imputed the youthV 
obstinacy to his uncle’s unseasonable indulgence, 
had recourse to the advice of tlie parson, wlio, still 
with an eye to his friend's advantage, counselled 
thmn to send'the young genthunan on his ti'avels, 
in the eourse of wliieh lie ■\voul<l, in all ])robability, 
forg(‘t the amusements of his pivener years. The 
proposal was judicious, and immediately aj)proved, 
wIh'ii 'rrunniou going into his elosef, after divers 
efforts, ju’odueed the following billet, with which 
Jack (lej)arte(l for Windsor that same aft(‘rnoon. 

*• Mv (iOOD Lad,—J f I fjcivc hi niy laht letter, I'm 

sorry tor’t, d’ye see, I tliouplit it «as tJie hkeliehl way to 
brinji )mi u]>. but, in tmieio nonh*. you hbail h.ive a hirjjer 
hwin^ot <’al»Ie. When joii can spate time, I sball tn* plad. 
U' yoti will make a short trip aim see your aunt, and linii 
who IS 

Your loving godfather and lunnhle servant, 

“ IlAWsta 'I’rvnniov. 

“ I*. S. If you want money, you may draw upon me pay¬ 
able at bight.” 

CllATa'KU XXVT. 

lie bernmes molanchoI> and ilespoiuldit—Is favoured with 

a coiKhsccndnig Ia*rtei from his lliicle—nei'oncjles him¬ 
self to his (loveniur, and sets out with Emilia aud her 
friend loi Mrs. tiauntiet’s House. j 

Tr.RKr.nTNE, fortilied as he was with pride and iu- 
dignatiou, did not f.nl to feel the smarting stigges- 
tiousof his jiresent situation; after ftaving lived so 
long in an atflaent and imperious maimer, he could 
ill brook the thoughts of stibniitting to the mor¬ 
tifying exigencies of life. All the gaudy seheTiies 
of pomi> and pleasure, which his luxuriant ima- 
gimitiou ha<l formed, began to dissolve, a train 
of melanclioly idetis took iKissession of his tlioughts, 
and the prosjiect of losing Emilia was not the least 
part of his alHietion. Though he cmleavoured to 
suppress the chagrin that proyt‘d upon his heart, 
he could not conceal the disturbance of hi.s 
mind from the jienetration of that amiable \oung 
lady, who symiiuthized with iiim in her heart, 
though she could not give her longue the liluTty^ 
of asking the cause of his disorder; for, not-{ 
withstanding all the ardour of his addresses, lie | 
never could obtain from lier the declaration of a 
mutual flame; because, though he liad hitherto 
treated her with the utmost reverence and respect, 
Ik* hatl never once meulioned tin* final aim of his 
])assion. However hoiioui'able she siqiposed it to 
be, she had diseerimient enough to foresee, that 
vanity or interest, cooperating with the levity of 
youth, noght one day deprive lier of her lover, and 
she was too I'roud to give him any handle of exult¬ 
ing at her expense. Although he wius received by 
her with the most distinguished civility, and even 
an intimacy of friendship, all his solicitations could 
never extort from her an acknowledgment of love; 
on the contrary, being of a gay disposition, she 
8om(*fimo.s coquetted with other admirers, that his 
attention thus whetted might never abate, and that 
he might see she had other resources, in case he 
should flag in his affection. 

^riiis being the prudential plan on which she 
acted, it cannot be supposed that she would con¬ 
descend to inquire into the state of his thoughts, 
when she saw him thus affected; hut she, never- 


thelos.s, imposed that task on her cousin and con¬ 
fidant, who, as they walked togetlier in the jiark, 
observed that he .seemed to be out of humour. 
Wlien tliis is the case, such a question generally 
increases th<* disease; at least, it had that effect 
upon Peregrine, who replied, somewhat peevishly, 
“I assure you. madam, you never wa.s more nns- 
fuken in yourobservaiioiis.” “ T think so too,” said 
Emilia, “for lnever.saw]\lr. Tickle in higherspirits.” 
—'I'his ironical encomium coinplet<*d his confusion ; 
he affected to smile,but it was a smile of anguisb.and 
in his lieart lu* cursed tlie vivacity of Wli. JI 
could not for liis soul recollect himself so as to iitte. 
one eouiie<*ted seuteiu'e; and the susjiicion that 
they observed every circumstance of bis behaviour, 
tlirew such a danij) on his spirits, that he was quite 
overwhelmed wdth shame and resentment, when 
JSopliy, casting her eyes towards the gate, said, 
“ "^’onder is your servant, Mr. Tickle, with another 
man wlio seems to have a wooden leg.” Teregrine 
started at lliis inttdligenee, and immediately under¬ 
went .sundry changes of complexion, knowing that 
hi.s fate in a great measun* depended upon tiie in¬ 
formation lie would veeeivi* from his friend. 

Hatchway advancing to the company, after a 
brace of sea bows to the ladies, look the yiuth 
aside, and put the <’ommodovt*'s letter into his 
hand, which threw him into such an agitation, that 
he could scarce pronounce “ Ladies "ill you give* 
mehfave?” When, iu consequence of flieir per* 
Tnissioii, ho attempted to oi>en the billet, he fumbled 
with such manifest disorder, that hi.s mistress, who 
■watched his motions, lu'gan to think tliere was 
simiething v<*r) inteiestiiig iu the message; and so 
much -was she affeete<l with his coiieeru, that she 
was fain to turn her head another way, aiid'wiiie 
the tears from her lovely e\is. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine no sooner read the first 
sentence, than his countemince, which before was 
overcast '"’ith a deep gloom, began to be lighted 
ip, and eveiy feature unbending by degrees, be 
recovered his serenity. Having perused tlie letter, 
his eyes sparkling -with jo) and gratitude, he hug¬ 
ged the lieutenant iu his arms, and presented him 
to the ladies as one of his best friends. Jack met 
with a most gracious reception, and shook Lmilia 
»y the hand, telling her, with the familiar aiqiella- 
tion ot'old (iv([i(aintaiin\ that he did not care how 
.soon he was master of such another clean-going 
frigate as lier.self. 

The ■yv’holo e{)nii)any partook of this favourable 
cluinge that (“vidently apiieared in our Jover'.s re¬ 
collection, and enlivened his eonver.sation yvith 
such an uncommon flow of sprightliness and good 
iiumour, as cv(*n made an impression on the iron 
countcnaiiee of Pipes himself, who actually smiled 
with Bali.sfaction as he ■walked belmid them. 

The evening being pn'lty far advanced, they 
directed their course homeward; and, while the 
valet attended llaloliway to the inn, fVregrine 
escorted the ladies to their lodgings, ■when* he ow ned 
the justn(*ss of ISophy's remark, iu saying he w'as 
out of humour, and told them he liad been ex¬ 
tremely chagrined at a difference which had hap¬ 
pened between him and his uncle, to whom, by tlie 
letter which they had seen him receive, he now 
found himself happily reconciled. 

Having received their congratulations, and de¬ 
clined staying to sup with them, on account of the 
longing desire he had to converse with his friend 
Jack, he took his leave, and repaired to the inn, 
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where Hatchway informed him of every thing that 
had happened in the garrison upon his representa¬ 
tions. Far frt'm being disgusted, lie was perfectly 
well pleased with the prospect of going abroad, 
winch flattered his vanity and ambition, gratified 
his thirst after knowledge, andiudulged that turn for 
observation, for whieh lie had been remarkable 
from his most tender years. Neither did he believe 
a short absence would tend to the prejudice of his 
love, but, on the contrary, enhance the value of his 
heart, because he should return better accomplished, 
and consequently a more welcome offering to his 
mistress. Elevated with these sentiments, his heart 
dilated wdth joy, and the sluices of his natural be¬ 
nevolence being opened by this hajipy turn of his 
affairs, he sent his eoiiipliments to Mr. Jolter, to 
whom he had not spoken during a whole week, 
and desired he would favour Mr. Hatchway and 
him with his company at supper. 

'I’he governor was not weak enough to decline 
this iuvitiition ; in eonsequenee of wliich he forth¬ 
with appeared, and was cordially welcomed by the 
relenting pupil, wlm expressed his sorrow for the 
misunderstanding which had prevailed betw’con 
them, and assured him, that, for the future, he 
would avoid giving him any just cause of com¬ 
plaint. elolter, who did not w’unt afiection, was 
melted by this acknowledgment, whieh he could not 
have expected, and earnestly jirotosted, that his 
chief study had always been, and ever should be, 
to promote Mr. Tickle’s interest and happiness. 

Tlie best part of the night being spent in the 
circulation of a cheerful gliws, the company broke 
up; and next morning Teregrine wmit out with a 
view of making his mistress aeqiuiinted with his 
uncle’s intention of sending him out of the kingdom 
for his improvement, and of saying cvei^thing 
which he thought necessary for the interest of his 
love. He found htu* at breakfast with her cousin ; 
and, as ho was very full of the subject of his visit, 
had scarce fixed himself m his seat, when he brought 
it upon the carpet, by asking with a smile, if the 
ladies had any commands for Turis? Emilia, at ^ 
this quest.ou began to stare, and her confidant de- ■ 
sired to know who w'as going thither? He no 
sooner gave them to understand that he himself 
intended iu a short time to visit that capital, than 
his mistress, with great precipitation, wished him a 
good journey, and afteetedtotalk w'ith iudifierenee 
about the pleasures he would enjoy in ]<'ranee. 
Rut when he seriously assured Sophy, who asked 
if he was in earnest, that his uncle actually insisted 
upon his making a short tour, the tears gushed in 
poor Emilia’s eyes, and slie was at great pains to 
conceal her concern, by observing that the tea was 
80 scalding hot, as to make hiT eyes water. Tins 
pretext was too thin to impose upon her lover, or 
even deceive the observation of her friend Sophy, 
who, after breakfast, took an opportunity of (juit- 
ting the room. 

Thus left by themselves. Peregrine imparted to 
her what he had learned of the commodores inten¬ 
tion, without, however, mentioning a syllable of his 
being offended at their correspondence, and accom¬ 
panied his information with such fervent vows of 
eternal constancy and solemn promises of a speedy 
return, that Emilia’s heart, which had been invaded 
by a suspicion that this scheme of travelling was 
the effect of her lover’s inconstancy, began to be 
more at ease; and she could not help signifying 
her approbation of his design. 


This affair being amicably compromised, he 
asked how soon she proposed to set out for her 
mother’s house; and understanding that her de¬ 
parture was fixed for next day but one, and that 
her cousin Sophy intended to accompany her in 
her father’s chariot, he repeated his intention of 
attending her. In the mean time he dismissed his 
governor and tlie lieutenant to the garrison, with 
his compliments to his aunt and the commodore, 
and a faithful promise of his being with them in 
six days at farthest. 

'Theso previous measures being taken, he, attended 
by Pipes, set out with the ladies; and they had 
also a convoy for twelve miles from i^ophy’s father, 
who at parting recommended them piously to the 
care of Peregrine, with whom, by this time, he 
was perfectly well acquainted. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

They meet with u dreadful alarm on the Hoad—Arrive at 

their Journey’s End—Peregrine is introduced to Emily’s 

lirother—These two young Cientlemcn misundeiBtaiid each 
other—Pickle deiiarta for the Garrison. 

As they travelled at an easy rate, they had per¬ 
formed something more than one half ot their 
jonrney, -vrlien tliey were benighted near an inn. 
at which they resolved to lodge. The aeeominoda- 
tion w'as very good; tliey sup)ie<l together with 
great mirth and enjoyment, and it was not till after 
he had been warned by the yawns of the ludie.s, 
that he condtieted them to thiir apartment;^ where 
wishing them good night, he retired to Itis own, 
and went to rest. 

Tlie liouso was crowded witli country people who 
had been at a neighhmiring fair, and now regaled 
themselves wilh ale and tohaceo in the yard; so 
that their consideration, whieh at liny time wa.s hnt 
slender, Iteing now overwhelmed by this dehaueli, 
they staggered into tlieir res]ieetivu kennels, and 
left a liglited candle sticking to one of the wo«len 
pillars that .supported the gallery.—The flame in a 
little time laid liold on tlie wood, whieh wits a.s dry 
as tinder, and the whole gallery was on fire, when 
1‘eregrine suddenly awaked, and found himself 
almost suffocated. ITe sprung up iu an instant, 
slipped on his breeclics, and tlirowing (ipeii the 
door of his eliamher. .saw tlie wliole entry in a blaze. 

Heavens ! what were the emotions of his soul, 
wlien lie helield the volumes of ihime and smoke 
rolling towards the room where his dear i'lniilia lay! 
liegardle,ss of liis own danger, lie darted liiniself 
througli tlie thickest of the gloom, when knocking 
hard, and calling at the .same time to the ladies, 
W'ith tlie mo.st anxious intreaty to he admitted, the 
door was opened hy Kmilia in her shift, who asked, 
with the utmost trepidation, what was the matter ? 
He made no reply, hut snatching her up in liis 
arms, like another A5neas, bore her through the 
flames to a place of safety; where, leaving her 
before she could recollect herself, or pronounce one 
word, but “ Alas 1 my cousin Sophy 1” he flew hack 
to the rescue of that young lady, and found her 
already delivered hy I’ijies, who, having been 
alarmed hy the smell of fire, had got up, rushed 
immediately to the chamber wliere ho knew these 
companions lodged, and (Emily being .saved by her 
lover) brought off Miss Sophy with tlie loss of his 
own shock head of hair, which was singed off in 
his retreat. 

By this time the whole inn was alarmed; everv 
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‘ fls well as servant, exerted himself in order 
• f' the progress of this calamity; and there 
■ welt replenished horse-pond in the yard, in 
' 01 an hour the fire was totally extinguished, 
„ having done any other damage than that of 
- lixg about two yards of the wooden gallery, 
this time our youna gentleman closely at- 
•1 his fair cliarge, eacn of whom had swooned 
. apprehension; but as their constitutions were 
jd, and their spirits not easily dissipated, when 
pon reflection they found themselves and their 
company safe, and that the flames were happily 
quenched, the tumult of their fears subsided, they 
put on their clothes, recovered their good humour, 
and began to rally each other on the trim in which 
they hud been secured. Sophy observed, that now 
Mr. Pickle hacl an indisputable claim to hercousin^s 
affection ; and therefore she ought to lay aside all 
affected reserve for the future, and frankly avow 
the sentiments of her heart. Emily retorted the 
argument, ]mtting her in mind, that, by the same 
claim, Mr. Pipes was entitled to the like return 
from her. Her friend admitted the force of the 
conclusion, provided she could not find means of 
satisfying her deliverer in another shape ; and 
,uming to the valet, who happened to he present, 
isked, if his heart was not otherwise engaged? 
Tom, who did not conceive the meaning of the 
juestion, stood silent according to custom ; and the 
interrogation being repeated, answered, with a 
^rin, “ Heart-whole as a biscuit, Til assure you, 
nistress,” “ What ?” said Emilio, “ have you never 
weu in love, Thomas?*^ “ Yes, forsooth,” replied 
he valet without hesitation, “ sometimes of a 
■aorning.” Peregrine could not help laughing, and 
lis mistress looked a little disconcerted at this blunt 
•epartee; while Sophy slipping a purse into his 
mnd, told him there was something to purchase a 
periwig. Tom, having consulted his master’s eyes, 
•efused the present, saying, “ No, thank ye as much 
is if I did.” And though she insisted upon his 
cutting it in his pocket, as a small testimony of her 
gratitude, he could not be prevailed upon to avail 
limself of her generosity; hut, following her to the 
>ther end of the room, thrust it into her sleeve 
without ceremony, exclaiming, “ I’ll be d—d to 
lell if 1 do.” Peregrine having checked liiin for 
lis boorish behaviour, sent him out of the room, 
md begged that Miss Sophy would not endeavour 
,0 debauch the morals of his servant, who, rough 
ind imcultivatod as he was, had sense enough to 
■jereeive that he had no pretension to any such 
leknowledgment. Put she argued with great ve- 
lemence, that she should never be able to make an 
leknowledgment adequate to the service he had done 
■ler, and that she should never he })erfectly easy in 
tier own mind, until she found some ()])portnnity of 
manifesting the sense she had of the obligation; 

■* 1 do not pretend,” said she, “ to reward Mr. Pipes; 
()ut I shall he absolutely unhappy, unless 1 am 
allowed to give liim some token of my regard.” 

^ Peregrine, thus earnestly solicited, desired that, 
iince she was bent upon displaying her generosity, 
>he would not bestow upon him any pecuniary 
gratification, hut honour Iiim with some trinket, as 
I mark of consideration; because he himself had 
Juch a ])articular value for the fellow, on account 
his attachment and fidelity, that he should be 
Jorry to see him treated on the footing of a common 
mercenary domestic. 

There was not one jewel in the possession of this 


grateful young lady, that she would not have 
gladly given as a recompense, or badge of dis¬ 
tinction to her rescuer; but his master pitched 
upon a seal ring of no great value, that hung at her 
watch, and Pipes being called in, had permission to 
accept that testimony of Miss Sophy’s favour. Tom 
received it accordingly with sundry scrajpes, and, 
having kissed it with great devotion, put it on his 
little finger, and strutted off, extremely proud of 
his acquisition. 

Emilia, with a most enchanting sweetness of 
aspect, told her lover, that he had instructed her how 
to behave towards liim ; and, taking a diamond 
ring from her finger, desired he would wear it for 
her sake. He received the pledge as became him, 
and presented another in excliange, which she at 
first refused, alleging, that it would destroy the 
intent of her acknowledgment; hut Peregrine 
assured her, he had accepted her jewel, not as a 
proof of her gratitude, hut as the mark of her love ; 
and that, if she refused a mutual token, he should 
look upon himself as the object of her disdain. 
Her eyes kindled, and her cheeks glowed with 
resentment, at this impudent intimation, which she 
considered as an unseasonable insult; and the 
young gentleman perceiving her emotion, stood 
corrected for his temerity, and asked pardon for the 
liberty of his remonstrance, which he hoped she 
would ascribe to the prevalence of that xiriuciple 
alone which he had always taken pride in avowing. 

Sophy, seeing him disconcerted, interposed in liis 
behalf, and chid her cousin for having practised 
such unnecessary aflectation ; upon which Emilia, 
softened into compliance, hold out her finger as a 
signal of her condescension. Peregrine put on the 
riug with great eagerness, mumbled her soft white 
hand in an ecstasy which would not allow him to 
confine his embraces to that limb, but ur^ed him to 
seize her by the waist, and snatch a delicious kiss 
from lier love-pouting lips; nor would he leave her 
a butt to the ridicule of Sophy, on whose mouth he 
instantly committed a rape of the same nature ; so 
that the two friends, countenanced by each otlier, 
reprehended him witli such gentleness of rebuke, 
that he was almost tempted to repeat the offence. 

The morning being now lighted up, and the 
servants of the inn on foot, he ordered some choco¬ 
late for breakfast, and, at the desire of the ladies, 
sent Pipes to see the horses fed, and the chariot 
prepared, wliile he went to the bar, and discharged 
the bill. 

These measures being taken, they set out about 
five o'clock, and having refreshed themselves and 
their cattle at another inn on the road, proceeded 
in the afternoon. Without meeting with any other 
accident, they safely arrived at the place of their 
destination, where Mrs. (launtlet expressed her joy 
at seeing her old friend Mr. Pickle, whom, however, 
she kindly reproached for the loug discontinuance 
of his regard. Without explaining the cause of 
that interruption, he protested, that his love and 
esteem had never been discontinued, and that, for 
the future, he should omit no occasion of testifying 
how much lie had her friendship at heart. She 
then made him acquainted with her son, who at 
that time was in the Iiouse, being excused from his 
duty by furlough. 

This young man, whose name was Godfrey, was 
about the age of twenty, of a middling size, vigor¬ 
ous make, remarkably well shaped, and the scars of 
the small pox, of which he bore a good numbt#. 

1 * 



THE ADVENTURES OY 


210 

added a peculiar manliness to the air of his coun¬ 
tenance. His capacity was good, and his disposition 
naturally frank and easy; but he had been a soldier 
from his infancy, and his education was altogether 
in the military style. He looked upon taste and 
letters as mere pedantry, beneath the consideration 
of a gentleman; and every civil station of life as 
mean, when compared with the profession of arms. 
He had made great progress in the gymnastic 
sciences of dancing, fencing, and riding, played 
perfectly well on the German flute, and, above all 
things, valued himself upon a scrupulous observ¬ 
ance of all the points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he considered themselves 
upon equal footing, in all probability they would 
have immediately entered into a league of intimacy 
and friendship. But this sufficient soldier looked 
upon his sister’s admirer as a young student, raw 
from the university, and utterly ignorant of man¬ 
kind ; while Squire Pickle beheld Godfrey in 
the light of a needy volunteer, greatly inferior 
to himself in fortune, as well as every other ac¬ 
complishment. This mutual misunderstanding could 
not fail of producing animosities. The very next 
day after Peregrine’s arrival, some sharp repar¬ 
tees passed between them in presence of the 
ladies, before whom each endeavoured to assert his 
own superiority. In these contests our hero never 
failed of obtaining the victory, because his genius 
was more acute, and his talents better cultivated 
than those of his antagonist, who therefore took 
umbrage at his success, became jealous of his repu¬ 
tation, and began to treat him with marks of scorn 
and disrespect. 

His sister saw, and dreading the consequence of 
his ferocity, not only took him to task in private 
for his impolite behaviour, but also intreated her 
lover to make allowances ibr the roughness of her 
brother’s education. He kindly assured her, that, 
whatever pains it might cost him to vanquish his 
own impetuous temper, he would for her sake en¬ 
dure all the mortilicutions to which her brother’s 
arrogance might expose him; and, after having 
stayed with lier tw'o days, and enjoyed several 
private interview's, during which he acted the part 
of a most passionate lover, be took liis leave of 
Mrs. Gauntlet over night, and told the young ladies 
he would call early next morning to bid them fare¬ 
well, He did not neglect this iiieec of duty, and 
found the two friends and breakfast already pre¬ 
pared in the parlour. All three being extremely 
aflfected with the thoughts of parting, a most pathetic 
silence for some time prevailed, till Peregrine put 
an end to it, by lamenting his fate, in being obliged 
to exile himself* so long from the dear object of his 
most interesting wish. He begged, w'ith the most 
earnest supplications, that she would now, in con¬ 
sideration of the cruel absence he must suffer, give 
him the consolation which she had hitherto refused, 
namely, that of knowing he possessed a place within 
her heart. The confidant seconded his request, 
representing, that it was now no time to disguise 
her sentiments, when her lover was about to leave 
the kingdom, and might be in danger of contracting 
other connexions, unless he was confirmed in his 
constancy, by knowing how far he could depend 
upon her love; and, in short, she was plied witli 
such irresistible importunities, that she answered, 
in the utmost confusion, “ Though 1 have avoided 
literal acknowledgments, methinks tlie circum¬ 
stances of my behaviour might have convinced 


Mr. Pickle, that I do not regard him as a co . 
acquaintance.” “My charming Emily !” or • 
impatient lover, throwing himself at her feet • ' 
will you deal out my hajipiness in such scan 
tions ? Wliy will you thus mince the deol. 
which would overwhelm me with pleasur 
cheer my lonely reflection, while I sigh am 
solitude of separation ?” His fair mistress, n 
by this image, replied, with the tears gushing i 
her eyes, “I’m afraid 1 shall feel that separatu 
more severely tlian you imagine.” IVansported uv 
this flattering confession, he pressed her to his 
breast, and, while her head reclined ui)on his neck, 
mingled his tears with hers in great abundance, 
breathing the most tender vows of eternal fidelity. 
The gentle heart of Hopliy could not bear this scene 
unmoved; she wept with sympathy, and encouraged 
the lovers to resign themselves to the will of fate, 
and support their spirits with the hope of meeting 
again on hai)pior teniis. Piiially, after mutual {)ro- 
miscs, exhortations, and endearments. Peregrine 
took liis leave, his heart being so full, that he could 
scarce pronounce the word and, mounting 

his horse at the door, set out wifn Ibpes for the 
garrison. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Peregrine is overtaken by Mr. Gauntlet, with whom he fights 
a Duel, and contracts an intimate Friendship—He arrives 
at the Garrison, and finds his Mother as inqdacable ns 
ever—He is insulted hy his Brother Gnrn, v huso Preceptor 
he disciplines with a Ilorsc-whip. 

In order to expel the melancholy images that took 
possession of Ins fancy, at parting from his mistress, 
he called in the flattering ideas of those pleasures he 
expected to enjoy in France; and, before* he had rode 
ton miles, his imagination was effectually amused. 

While be thus prosecuted his travels by anticipa¬ 
tion, and indulged himself in all the insolence of 
hope, at the turning of a lane he wus all of a sudden 
overtaken by Emilia’s brother on horseback, who 
told him he was riding the same way, and should 
be glad of his company. 

This young gentleman, whether prompted by per¬ 
sonal pique, or actuated with zeal for the honour of 
bis family, liad followed our hero, with a view of 
obliging him to explain the nature of his altaehment 
to his sister. Peregrine returned his compliment 
with such disdainful civility, as gave him room to 
believe that he suspected his errand; ami therefore, 
without further preamble, he declared his business 
in these words: “Mr. Pickle, you have carried on 
a correspondence with my sister for some time, and 
I should be glad to know the nature of it.” To 
this question our lover replied, “ Sir, 1 should lie 
glad to know wliat title you have to demand that 
satisfaction.” “ 8ir,” answeivd the other, “ 1 de¬ 
mand it in the capacity of a brother, jealous of his 
own honour, as well as of his sister’s rci)Utation ; 
and, if your intentions are honourable, you will not 
refuse it.” “Sir,” said Peregrine, “1 urn not at 
present disposed to appeal to your opinion for tlie 
rectitude of my intentions; and 1 think you assume 
a little too much importance, in pretending to judge 
my conduct.” “ Sir,” replied the soldier, “ J pretend 
to judge the conduct of every man who inteiieres 
with my concerns, and even to chastise him, if 1 
think he acts amiss.” “ Chastise 1” cried the youth, 
with indignation in his looks, “ sure you dare not 
apply that term to me!” “You are mistaken,” said 



PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


fill 


Godfrey; “Idare do any thing that becomes the 
character of a gentleman.*’ “ CJ eutlcman, God wot!” 
replied the other, looking contemptuously at his 
equipage, which was none of the most sujxrb; “ a 
very pretty gentleman, truly!” The soldier’s wrath 
■was inflamed by this ironical rejietition, the con¬ 
tempt of which his conscious poverty made him 
feel; and he called his antagonist Presumptuous 
Poy 1 Insolent Upstart 1 with other epithets, wJiich 
Perry retorted with great bitterness. A formal chal¬ 
lenge having j)assed betwen them, they alighted at 
the first inn, and walked into the next field, in order 
to decide their quarrel by the sword. Having 
pitched upon the spot, helped to pull off each other’s 
boots, and laid aside their coats and waistcoats, 
]Vlr. Uauntlet told his opponent, that he liimself was 
looked upon in the army as an expert sworasman; 
and that, if Mr. Pickle had not made that science 
his particular study, they should be upon a more 
c<|ual footing in using pistols, IVrcgrinc was too 
much incensed to thank him for his plain dealing, 
and too confident of his own skill, to relish the 
otlier’s proposal, which he accordingly rejected, 
'riien, drawing his sword, he observed, that, were 
he to treat ]\Ir. Gauntlet aecording to his deserts, 
he would order his man to punish his audacity -wdth 
a horse-whip. Exasperated at this expression, which 
lie consid(‘red us an indelible affront, he made no 
rcj)!y, but aftacki‘d his adversary with equal ferocity 
and address. 'I'lie yonlli parried liis first and second 
thrust, but received the third in the outside of his 
sword arm. 'riiough the wound was superlieial, he 
was transported with rage at the sight of his own 
blood, and returtied the assault with sueli furj’ and 
precipitation, that Gauntlet, loth to take advantage 
of his unguarded heat, stood upon the defensive. 
In the second longe, Peregrin(‘’s weaiion entering 
a kind of net w’ork in tlie shell of Godfrey’s sword, 
the blade snapped in two, and left him at the mercy 
of the soldier, who, far from making an iiihoient 
use of the victory he had gained, put up his 'J'oledo 
with great deliberation, like a man >vho had been 
used to tliat kind of rencounters, and observed, 
that such a blade as Pt'regrine's was not to be trusted 
with a man’s life. Then, advising the owner to 
treat a gentleman in distress with more respect for 
the future, ho slipped on his boots, and, with sullen 
dignity of demeanour, stalked back to the inn. 

Tliough Pickle was extremely niortilied at his 
miscarriage in this udveiiture, he was also struck 
with the behaviour of his antagonist, which af¬ 
fected him thi‘ more,as lie understood that Godfrey’s 
Ju'rK’ had })roeeeded from the jealous sensibility of 
a gentleman deelined into the vale of misfortune, 
(ruuntlet’s valour and moderation induced him to 
}>ut a favourable construction on all those circum¬ 
stances of tliat young soldier’s conduct, which liad 
before given liim disgust. Though, in any otlier 
case, he would have industriously avoided the least 
appearance of subiiiission, lie followed his conqueror 
to the inn,-with a view of thanking him for his ge¬ 
nerous forbearance, and of soliciting his friendship 
and correspondence. 

Godfrey had liis foot in the stirrup, to mount, 
when Peregrine coining up to liim, desired he would 
di'fer his de])arturc for a quailer of an hour, and 
tavour liim with a little private conversation. The 
soldier, who mistook the meaning of the request, 
immediately quitted his horse, and followed Pickle 
into a chamber, where he expected to find a brace 
of pistols loaded on the table; but he was very 


agreeably deceived, when our hero, in the most re¬ 
spectful terms, acknowledged bis noble deportment 
in the field, owned, that till then he had misunder¬ 
stood his character, and begged that he would 
honour him with his intimacy and correspondence. 

(jauntlet, who had seen undoubted proofs of 
Peregrine’s courage, which had considerably raised 
him in his esteem, and had sense enough to per¬ 
ceive that this concession was not owing to any 
sordid or sinister motive, embraced his offer with 
demonstrations of infinite satisfaction. When he 
understood the terms on which Mr. Pickle was 
with his sister, he proffered his service in his turn, 
cither as agent, mediator, or confidant. Nay, to 
give his new friend a convincing proof of his sin¬ 
cerity, he disclosed to him a passion which he had 
for some time entertained for his cousin Miss 
Sophy, though he durst not reveal his sentiments 
to her father, lest he should be offended at liis pre¬ 
sumption, and withdraw liis protection from the 
family. 

Peregrine’s generous heart was wrung with an¬ 
guish, when he understood that this young gentle¬ 
man, who was the only son of a distinguished 
officer, had carried arms for the space of five years, 
without being able to retain a subaltern’s com¬ 
mission, tliough he had always behaved with re¬ 
markable regularity and spirit, and acquired the 
friendship and esteem of ail the officers under 
whom he had seiwed. 

lie would, at that time, with the utmost pleasure, 
have siiared his finances with him; but, as ho 
would not run the risk of offending the young 
soldier's delicacy of honour, by a premature exer¬ 
tion of liis liberality, he resolved to insinuate him¬ 
self into an intimacy with him, before be would 
venture to take such freedoms; and, with that view, 
pressed Mr. Gauntlet to accompany him to the 
garrison, where he did not doubt of having in¬ 
fluence enough to make him a welcome guest. 
Godfrey thanked him very courteously for his in¬ 
vitation, which he said he could not immediately 
accept; but jiromised, if he w'ould favour him v itK 
a letter, and fix the time at which he proposed to 
set out for France, he would endeavour to ^isit him 
at the eonimodore's habitation, and from thence 
give liim a convoy to I)over. This new treaty 
being settled, and a dossil of lint, with a snip of 
plaster, applied to our adventurer’s wound, he jiarted 
from the brother of liis dear Kinilia, U) whom, and 
liis friend Sophy, he sent his kindest wislies ; and, 
having lodgt'd one night upon the road, arrixed 
next day in the afternoon at the garrison, where 
he found all his friends in good health, and over¬ 
joyed at his return. 

The commodore, -who was by this time turned of 
seventy, and altogether crippled by the gout, seldom 
went abroad; and, as his conversation was not very 
entertaining, had but little company witliin doors; 
so that liis spirits must Lave quite stagnated, had 
they not been kept in motion by the conversation 
of JIatcliway, and received, at different times, a 
wliolesome fillip from the discipline of his spouse, 
who, by the force of pride, religion, and Cogniac, 
had erected a most terrible tyranny in the house. 
There was such a quick circulation of domestics in 
the family, that every suit of livery had been worn 
by figures of all dimensions. Trunnion himself had, 
long before this time, yielded to the torrent of her 
arbitrary sway, though not without divers obstinate 
efforts to maintain his liberty; and now tW he 
P 2 
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"waa disabled by his infirmities, when he used to 
hear his empress singiug the loud Orthyan song 
among the servants below, lie would often, in 
whispers, communicate to the lieutenant hints of 
what he would do, if so be as how he was not de¬ 
prived of the use of his precious limbs. Hatchway 
was the only person whom the temper of Mrs. 
Trunnion respected, either because she dreaded his 
ridicule, or looked upon his person with eyes of 
affection. This being the situation of things in the 
garrison, it is not to be doubted that the old gentle¬ 
man highly enjoyed the presence of Feregrine, 
who found means to ingratiate himself so cffeetuully 
with his aunt, that, while he remained at home, she 
seemed to have exchanged the disposition of a 
tigress, for that of a gentle kid. Hut he found his 
own mother as implacable, and his father as much 
hen-pecked as ever. 

Gamaliel, who now very seldom enjoyed the con¬ 
versation of his old friend the commodore, had 
some time ago entered into an amicable society, 
consisting of the harber, apothecary, attorney, and 
exciseman of the parish, among whom he used to 
spend the evening at Tunloy’s, and listen to their 
disputes upon philosophy and politics with great 
comfort and edification, while his sovereign lady 
domineered at home as usual, visited with great 
pomp in the iieigbourhood, and employed her chief 
care in the education of her darling son Gum, who 
was now in the fifteenth year of his age, and so re¬ 
markable for his perverse disposition, that, in spite 
of his mother’s influence and authority, he was not 
only hated, but also despised, both at home and 
abroad. She had put him under the tuition of 
the curate, who lived in the family, and was obliged 
1o attend litm in all his exercises and excursions. 
This governor was a low bred fellow, who had 
neither experience nor ingenuity, but possessed a 
large fund of adulation and servile complaisance, 
by which he had gained the good graces of Mrs. 
Pickle, and jiresided over all her deliberations, in 
the same manner as his superior managed those of 
Mrs. Trunnion. 

He had one day rode out to take the air with 
his pupil, who, as 1 have aln'udy observed, was 
odious to the poor people, for having killed their 
dogs, and broken their enclosures, and, on account 
of his hump, was distinguished by the title of My 
Lord, when in a narrow lane they chanced to meet 
I*eregrine on horseback. 

The young squire no sooner ])erccived his cider 
brother, against whom he had been instructed to 
bear the most inveterate grudge, than lie resolved 
to insult him cn passaffty and actually rode against 
him full gallop. Our hero, guessing his aim, fixed 
himself in his stirrups, and, by a dexterous man¬ 
agement of the reins, avoided the shock in such a 
manner, as that their legs only should encounter, 
by which means my lord was tilted out of his 
saddle, and, in a twinkling, laid sprawling in the 
dirt The governor, enraged at the disgrace of his 
charge, advanced with great insolence and fury, 
and struck at Peregrine with his whip. Nothing 
could be more agreeable to our young gentleman 
than this assault, which furnished him with an op¬ 
portunity of chastising an officious wretch, whose 
petulance and malice he had longed to punish. lie 
therefore, spurring up his horse towards his anta¬ 
gonist, overdirew him in the middle of a hedge. 
Before he had time to recollect himself from the 
confusion of the fall. Pickle alighted in a trice, and 


exercised his horse-whip with such agility about 
the curate’s face and ears, that he was fain to pros¬ 
trate himself before bis enraged coiujucror, and 
implore his forbearance in the most abject terms. 
While Peregrine was thus employed, his brotlier 
Gam had made shift to rise and attack him in the 
rear; for which reason, when the tutor was quelled, 
the victor faced about, snatched the weapon out of 
his hand, and having broken it to pieces, remounted 
his horse, and rode oft', witliout deigning to honour 
him with any other notice. 

The condition in which they returned produced 
infinite elaniour iigaiTist the conqueror, who was 
represented as a ruffian who had lain in ambush to 
make away with his bi’other, in whose defence the 
curate M'as said to have received those cruel stripes, 
that hindered him from appearing for three whole 
weeks in the performance of his duty at church. 

Gomplaiiits were made to the commodore, who, 
Jiaving inquired into the circumstances of the aflair, 
ap])ruved of what his nejihew had done; adding, 
with many oaths, that, provided Peregrine had been 
out of the scrape, he wished Crook-back had broke 
his neck in tlie fall. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

He projects a plan of Revenge, which is executed against the 
Curate. 

Oi:k hero, exasperated at tlie villany of the curate 
in the treacherous misrepresentation ho had made 
of this rencounter, determined to practise iijxm 
him a method of revenge, wliich should he not 
only effectual, but also unattended with any Imd 
eonsetpience to himselfi For this j^mrpose he and 
Hatchway, to whom he inqmrted his plan, went to 
the alehouse one evening, and called for an empty 
room, knowing tliere was no other but that which 
they had chosen for the scene of action. 'Phis 
aparttnent was a sort of parlour that fronted llie 
kitchen, with a window towards the yard; where, 
after they had sat some time, the lieutenant 
found means to amuse the landlord m discourst*. 
while Peregrine, stepj)ing out into the yard, by the 
talent of mimicry, which he possessed in a surjirising 
degree, counterfeited a dialogue between the curati* 
and Tuiiley’s wife. This reaching the cars of the 
publican, for whose hearing it was calculated, in¬ 
flamed his naturally jealous disijosition to such a 
degree, that he could not conceal his emotion, hut 
made an liundred efforts to quit the room ; while 
the lieutenant, smoking his pipe with great gravity, 
as if he neither heard what passed, m»r took notice 
of the landlord’s disorder, detained him on the 
spot by a succession of questions which he could 
not refuse to answer, though he stood sweating 
with agony all the time, stretching his neck every 
instant towards the window through which the 
voices were conveyed, scratching liis head, and ex¬ 
hibiting sundry other symptoms of impatience and 
agitation. At length, the supposed conversation came 
to such a pitch of amorous complaisance, that the 
liusband, quite frantic with his imaginary disgrace, 
rushed out at the door, crying, “Coming, sir. 
But, as he was obliged to make a circuit round oue 
half of the house, Peregrine had got in by the 
window before I'unley arrived in the yard. 

According to the feigned intelligence he had 
received, he ran directly to the bam, in expectation 
of making some very extraordinary discovery; 
and having employed some minutes in rummaging 
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the straw to no purpose, returned in a state of dis¬ 
traction to the kitchen, just as his wife chanced to 
enter at tlie other door. The circumstance of her 
appearance confirmed him in the opinion that the 
deed was done. As the disease of being henpecked 
was epidemic in the parish, he durst not express 
tiie least hint of his uneasiness to her, but resolved 
to take vengeance on the libidinous j>riest, who, 
he imagine^ had corrupted the chastity of his 
spouse. 

'I'ho two confederates, in order to be certified 
that their scheme liad taken eftect, as well as to 
blow up the flame which they liad kindled, called 
forTuniejy, in whose countenance they could easily 
discern his confusion. Peregrine, desiring him to 
sit down and drink a glass with them, began to in¬ 
terrogate him about his family, and, among other 
things, asked him how long he had been married to 
that handsome wife?” This (juestion, which w’as put 
with an arch significance of look, alarmed the imb- 
.'iean, who began to fear that Pickle had overheard 
his dishonour j and this suspicion was not at all 
removt'd, wlien the lieutenant, with a sly regard, 
]>roiK)unce(l, “Tuuley, waii’t >()u noosed by tiie 
carafe?’* “Yes, 1 was,”replied the landlord*with 
an eagerness ami perplexity of tone, as if he 
thought the lieutenant knew that fherthtf hioitj a 
inh'; and Hatchway supported this suspicion, by 
answering, “Nay, as for that matter, the curate 
may be a very sufficient man in his way.” 'fins 
transition from his wife to tlie curate, eonvinci*d 
him that Ills shame m’us known to his giu^sts; and, 
in the transjjort of his indignation, lie pronounced 
with great emphasis, “A sufficient man! odds 
lu‘art I J believe they an* wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. 1 wish to God I could see the day, 
inaster, when there shall not be a i>riest, an excise¬ 
man, or a customhouse officer In this Kinmloin. As 
for that fellow of a curate, if 1 do catch him—It 
don’t signify talking—Put, by the Lord I—Gentle- 
men, my service to you.” 

'rile associatevS being satisfied, by these abrupt 
insinuations, that, they had so far succeeded in 
their aim, waited with impatience two or three 
days, in expectation of hearing that Tunley had 
fallen upon some mclliod of being revenged for tliis 
imaginary wrong: but finding that either his in¬ 
vention was too sliallow, or his inclination too 
languid, to gratify their desire of his own accord, 
they determined to bring the affair to such a crisis, 
that he shouhl nut be able to withstand the opjior- 
tunity of executing his voiigeanee. With this view 
they one evening hired a boy to run to Air. l*iekle’s 
liouse, and tell the curate, that Airs. Tunley being 
taken suddenly ill, her husband desired he would 
come immediately, and pray w'ith her. Aleanwhile, 
they had taken possession of a room in the house ; 
and Jlalehway engaging the landlord in conversa¬ 
tion, Peregrine, in his return from the yard, ob¬ 
served, as if by accident, that tlie parson was gone 
into the kitchen, in order, as he supposed, to cate¬ 
chise Tunley's wife. 

'I'he publican started at this intelligence, and, 
under pretence of serving anotlier company in the 
next room, went out to the barn, where arming 
hiniRelf with a flail, he rejiaired to a lane through 
which the curate w'as under a necessity of passing 
in his way home. There he lay iu ambush, with 
fell intent; and when the supposed author of his 
shame arrived, greeted him in the dark with such 
a salutation, as forced him to stagger backward 


three paces at least If the second application had 
taken effect, in all probability, that spot would 
have been the boundary of the parson’s mortal 
peregrination; but, luckily for him, his antagonist 
w'as not expert in the management of his weapon, 
which by a twist of the tliong that connected the 
legs, instead of pitching upon the head of the asto¬ 
nished curate, descended in an oblique direction on 
his own pate, with such a swung, that the skull 
actually rung like an apothecary’s mortar, and ten 
thousand lights seemed to dance before his eyes. 
'Ihe curate recollecting himscLt* during the respite 
he obtained from this accident, and believing his 
aggressor to be some thiefwho lurked in that place 
for prey, resohed to make a running fight, until he 
should arrive within cry of his habitation. AVith 
Ibis design he raised up his cudgel for the defence 
of his head, and, betaking himself to his heels, 
began to roar for help w’ith the lungs of a Stentor. 
I'unley, throwing away the flail, which he durst no 
longer trust witli the execution of his revenge, 
pursued the fugitive with all the speed he eoukl 
exert; and the other, either unnerved by fear, or 
stumbling over a stone, was overtaken before he 
had run an Imndred paces, lie no sooner felt the 
wind of the ])ubHean’s fist that w’histled round his 
ears, than he fell flat upon the earth at full length, 
and the cudgel flew from his unclasping hand; 
when 'Punley, springing like a tiger upon his back, 
rained such a shower of blows upon his earease, 
that he imagined himself under the discipline of 
ten pair of fists at least; yet the imaginary cuckold, 
not satisfied with annoying the )»riest in this man¬ 
ner, laid hoki on one his ears with his teetli, and 
bit so unmercifully, that the curate was found 
almost entranced with pain by two labourers, at 
whose approach the assailant retreated nuperceived. 

The lieutenant had posted himself at the win¬ 
dow', ill order to see the landlord at his first return; 
and no sooner perceived him <*nter the yard, than 
ho called him into the apartment, impatient to learn 
tlie effects of their stratagem. Tunley oh(‘yed the 
summons, and appeared before his guests in all the 
violence of rage, disorder, and fatigue; his nostrils 
were dilated more than one half beyond their na¬ 
tural capacity, his e>es rolled, his teeth chattered, 
he snored in breathing as if he had been oppres.«ed 
by the night-mare, and streams of sweat fiow’cd 
dow n each side of his forehead. 

IVregrine, affecting to start at the approach of 
such an uncouth figure, asked if he had been 
wrestling with a spirit; upon which lie answered, 
with great vehemence, “ Spirit I "No, no, master, 1 
have had a roll and tumble with the flesh. A dog! 
J’ll teach him to come a calerw'auling about iriy 
doors.” Guessing from this reidy, that his aim 
was accomplished, and curious to know the par¬ 
ticulars of the fcneounter, “ Weil, then,” said the 
youth, “1 hope you have jirevailed against the 
flesh, Tunley.” “Yes, >es,” answered the publican, 
“I have cooled his capissens, a.s the saying ist 1 
have played such a tuueaboul his ears, that I’ll be 
bound he shan’t long for music this month, A 
goatish ram-faeed rascal! Why, he's a perfect 
parish bull, as I hope to live.” 

Hatchway, observing that he seemed to have 
made a stout battle, desired he would sit down and 
recover w'iiid ; and after he had swallow’ed a brace 
of bumpers. Ids vanity pronijited him to expatiate 
upon his own exploit hi such a manner, that the 
confederates, wdthout seeming to know the curate 
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was his antagonist, became acquainted with every 
circumstance of the ambuscade. 

Tunley had scarce got the better of his agitation, 
when his wife, entering the room, told them by way 
of news, that some waggish body had sent Mr. 
Sackbut the curate to pray with her. This name 
inflamed tne htisband’s choleranew; and, forget¬ 
ting all his complaisance for his spouse, he replied, 
with a rancorous grin, “Add rabbit him I I doubt 
not but you found his admonitions deadly comfort¬ 
able V* The landlady, looking at her vassal with a 
sovereign aspect, “ What crotchets,” said she, “ have 
you got in your fool’s head, 1 trow? I know no 
business you have to sit here like a gentleman with 
your arms u-kimbo, when there’s another eonij)any 
in the house to be served.” The submissive bus- 
band took the hint, and, without further expostu¬ 
lation, sneaked out of the room. 

Next day it was reported, that Mr. Sackbut had 
been waylaid, and almost murdered by robbers, and 
an advertisement was pasted upon the church door, 
offering a reward to any person that should discover 
the assassin; but be reaped no satisfactwm from 
this expedient, and was confined to his chamber a 
whole fortnight by the bruises he had received. 


CIIAPTEU XXX. 

Mr. Sackbut and his Pupil conspire against Peregrine, who, 
being apprised of their Design by his Sister, takes Meu- 
aures for counterworking their Scheme, which is executed 
by mistake upon Mr. Uauntlet—This young Soldier meets 
with a cordial reception from the Commodore, who gene¬ 
rously decoys him into his own Interest. 

When he considered the circumstances of the am¬ 
buscade, ho could not persuade himself that he had 
been assaulted by a common thief, because it was 
not to be supposed that a robber would have amused 
himself in pommeling rather than in rifling his 
prey. He therefore ascribed his misfortune to the 
secret enmity of some jierson who had a desigti 
upon his life ; and, upon mature deliberation,fixed 
his suspicion upon iVregriiie, who was the only 
man on earth from whom he thought he de.sorved 
such treatment. He communicated his conjecture 
to liis juiiiil, who readily adojited his opinion, and 
advised liim strenuously to revenge the wrong by a 
like contrivance, without seeking to make a nar¬ 
rower inquiry, lest his enemy should be thereby 
jmt upon his guard. 

This proposal being reli.shed, they in concert re¬ 
volved the means of retorting the ambush with 
interest, and actually laid such a villaiioiis plan for 
attacking our hero in the dark, that, had it been 
executed according to their intention, the young 
gentloiTian’s scheme of travelling would have been 
effectually marred. But their machinations were 
overheard by Miss Pickle, who was now in the 
Rcvcnteentli year of lier age, and, in sj)ite of the 
prejudice of education, entertained*in secret a most 
sisterly affection for her brother Perry, though she 
liad never spoke to him, and was deterred by the 
precepts, vigilance, and menaces of her motlier, 
from attempting any means of meeting him in pri¬ 
vate. 81ie was not, however, insensible to his 
praise, which was loudly sounded forth in the 
neighbourhood, and never failed of going to eliurch, 
and every other place, where she thought sho 
miglit have an opportunity of seeing this amiable 
brother. Witli these sentiments it cannot be sup¬ 
posed that she would hear the conspiracy without 
emotion. She was shocked at the treacherous 


barbarity of Gam, and shuddered at the prospect of 
the danger to which Peregrine would be exposed 
from their malice. She durst not communicate 
this plot to her mother, because she was afraid that 
lady’s unaccountable aversion for her first-born 
would hinder her from interposing in his behalf, 
and consequently render her a sort of accomplice 
in the guilt of his assassins. She therefore re¬ 
solved to warn Peregrine of the conspiracy, an 
account of which she transmitted to him in an 
aflectionate letter, by means of a young gentleman 
in that neighbourhood, w'ho made his addresses to 
her at that time, and who, at her request, offered 
his service to our hero, in defeating the projects of 
his adversaries. 

Percgi’inc w'as startled w'hen he read the particu¬ 
lars of their scheme, which was no other than an 
intention to sally upon him w'hcn he should be 
altogether unprovided against such an attack, cut 
off his ears, ami otherwise mutilate him ill mch a 
manner, that he should have no cause to be vain of 
his person lor the future. 

Incensed as be was against the brutal disposition 
of his own father’s son, he could not help being 
moved at the integrity and tenderness of lus sister, 
of M’hosc inclinations towards him he had been 
hitherto kept in ignorance. He thanked the gen¬ 
tleman for liis honourable dealing, and exprebse<l 
a de.sire of being better acquainted with his virtues; 
told him that, now be was cautiom'd, he hoped 
there would be no necessity for giving him any 
further trouble; and wrote by him a letter of 
aekuoM ledgment to his sister, for whom he ex¬ 
pressed the utmost love and regard, bese<*ehing lier 
to favour him w'ith an interview liefore Ins depar¬ 
ture, that he might indulge his fraternal fondness, 
and bo lilessed with the company and countenance 
of one at least belonging to his own family. 

Having imparted this discovery to his friend 
Hatchway, they came to a resolution of eounter- 
inining the i>lau of their enemies. Ah they did not 
choose to expose themselves to the inKiiuuitions of 
slander, which would have exerted itself at their 
(‘Xpeiise, had they, oven in defending themselves, 
em]>loyed any harsh means of retaliation, they in¬ 
vented a method of disappointing and disgracing 
their foes, and immediately set J’ijies at work to 
forward the prcqiarations. 

Miss Piekle liaving described the spot w’liich the 
assassins bad pitched uiion for the scene of their 
vengeance, our triumvirate intended to have placed 
a sentinel among the corn, who should come and 
give them intelligence when the ambuscade was laid; 
and, in consequence of that infoniiatioii, they would 
steal softly towards the place, attended by three or 
lour of the domestics, and draw a large net over 
the conspirators, who, being entangled in the toil, 
should be disarmed, fettered, heartily scourged, and 
susiieiided between two trees in the snare, as a 
spectacle to all passengers tliat should chance to 
travel that way. 

The plan being thus digested, and the commo¬ 
dore made acquainted witli tlie whole affair, tlic 
spy was sent upon duty, and everybody within 
doors prepared to go fortli upon the first notice. 
One whole evening did they spend in the most im¬ 
patient exj)cotation ; but, on the second, tlie scout 
crept into the garrison, and assured them that lie 
had perceived three men skulking beliind the 
hedge, on the rood that led to the public-house, 
from which Peregrine and tlie li^utcuaut used 
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yrery niglit to return at)Out that hour. Upon this 
intelUjrence, the confederates set out immediately 
ffith all their implements. AiJjjroaching the scene 
ffith as little noise as possible, they heard the sound 
3 f blows; and, though the night was dark, per- 
leived a sort of tumultuous conflict on the very 
;pot which the conspirators had possessed. Sur- 
jrised at this oceurrenee, the meaning of which he 
jould not comprehend, Peregrine ordered his myr- 
Tiidons to halt and reconnoitre ; and immediately 
!iis ears were saluted with an exclamation of You 
shan’t ’scape me, rascal.” The voice being (juite 
umiliar to him, he all at once divined tlie cause 
)f that confusion wbieli they had observed; and 
running up to the assistance of the cxclaimer, found 
i fellow on his knees begging his life of Mr. 
jauutlet, who stood over him with a naked hanger 
n his hand. 

Pickle instantly made himself known to his 
riend, who told him that, having left his horse at 
Tuuley's, he was, in his way to the garrison, set 
i])on by tlirce ruffians, one of whom, being the 
rery indiridual person now in his power, had come 
H'hind him, and struck with a bludgeon at his 
lead, which, however, In* missed, and tin* instru- 
neat dcseemled on his left shoulder; that, u])on 
Irawinghis hanger,and laying about him in the 
lark, the otljer two lied, leaving their companion, 
•vhom h<* hud disabled, in the lurch. 

J’eregrine congratulated him upon his safety, and 
laving ordered I’ijies to secure the prisoner, cori- 
luctcd Mr. (iiiuntlet to the garrison, where he met 
vith a very lu arty reception from the commodore, 
o whom he was introduced a.s Ins nephew's intimate 
riend; not hut that, in all likelihood, he wamldhavi- 
ihnted somewhat of his ho.spitality, had he known 
hat he was the brother of IVrry’s mi.stress; hut 
ler name the old gentleman had never thought of 
tsking, wlien he inquired into the particulars of his 
jodsou’s amour. 

The captive being exatnined, in presence of Trun- 
lion and all his adherents, touching the ambuscade, 
iw'iied, that, being in the service of (Jam Pickle, 
le had been prevailed upon, by the solicitations of’ 
lis master and the curate, to aecoinpauy them in 
heir expedition, and undertake the part whieli*lie 
rad acted against the stranger, whom he and his cn>- 
)loyers mistook for Peregrine. In consideration of 
his frank acknowledgment, and a severe wound 
le had received in his right arm, they resolved to 
nfliet no other imnishment on this malefactor, than 
o detain him all night in the garrison, and next 
Homing carry him before a justice of the peace, 
o whom he repeated all that he luid said over night, 
nd, with his own hand, subscribed his confession, 
opies of which were hande<l about the neighhour- 
lood, to the unspeakable confusion and disgrace of 
he curate and his promising pupil. 

Meanwhile 'rniimion treated the young soldier 
ritli uncommon marks of respect, being prepos- 
essed in his favour by this adventure, wdiieli he hud 
o gallantly achieved, as well as by.the encomiums 
hat Peregrine bestowed upon his valour and gene- 
osity. lie liked his countenance, which was bold 
ml hardy, admired his Herculean limbs, and de- 
ighted ill asking questions concerning the service 
te had seen. 

The day after his arrival, while the conversation 
urned on this last subject, the commodore, taking 
he pipe out of his mouth, “ Pll tell you wliat, hro- 
her.” said he, “ five-and-forty years ago, when I 


was third lieutenant of the Warwick man-of-war, 
there was a very stout young fellow on board, a 
Ruhaltem officer of marines; his name was not un¬ 
like your own, d’ye see, being (Juntlet, with a G. 
I remember he and I could not abide one another 
at first, because, d’ye, see, I was a sailor and he a 
landsman, till we fell in with a Frenchman, whom 
we engaged for eight glasses, and at length hoarded 
and took, I was the first man that stood on the 
enemy’s deck, and should have come scurvily off, 
d’ye see, if (Juntlet had not jumped to my assist¬ 
ance ; hut we soon cleared ship, and drove them to 
close ipiarters, so that they were obliged to strike; 
and from that day (Juntlet and I were sworn bro¬ 
thers as long as he remained on board. He was 
exchanged into a marching regiment, and what 
becunK'of him afterwards, I^ord in heaven knows; 
hut this ni say of him, whether lie he dead or 
alive, lie feared no man that ever wore u head, and 
was, moreover, a very hearty messmate,” 

Tlie stranger’s breast glowed at this eulogium, 
which was no sooner jiroiunmced, than he eagerly 
asked if the French ship was not the Diligence? 
'riie commodore replied with a stare, “The very 
same, my lad,” ** Tlien,” said (Jauiitlet, “the person 
of whom you are jileased to make such honourable 
mention w as my own father.” “ The devil lie was!” 
eri(*d lYunnion. shaking him by the hand, “I am 
rejoiced to see a son of Ned Guntlet in my house.” 

This discovery introduced a thousand questions, 
in the course of which the old gentleman learned 
the situation of his friend’s family, and discharged 
innumerable execrations upon the ingratitude and 
injustieo of the ministry, which had failed to provide 
for the son of sueh a brave soldier. Nor was his 
friendship confined to such inefl:ectual expressions; 
he that same evening signified to Peregrine a desire 
of doing something for liis friend. This inclination 
was so much jiraised, encouraged, and jiromotud 
by his godson, and even supported by his counsellor 
Ilatchway, that our hero was empowered to present 
him with a sum of money suiiicicnt to purchase a 
commission. 

Though nothing could be more agreeable to 
I’iekle than this permission, he was afraid that 
(iodfrey’s scrupulous disposition would hinder liim 
from subjecting himself to any such obligation; 
and therefore proposed that he should be decoyed 
into his own interest by a feigned storj, in conse¬ 
quence of which he would be jirevailed upon to 
accept of the money, a.s a debt which the commo¬ 
dore had contracted of his father at sea. Trunnion 
made wry faces at this expedient, the necessity of 
which he could not conceive, without calling in 
question the common sense of (Jauntlet, as he took 
it for gnuited, that such offers as liiose were not to 
he rejected on any consideration whatever. Resides, 
he could not digest an artifice, by w hioh he himself 
must own that lie had lived so many years, without 
manifesting tlie least intention of doing justice to 
his creditor. All these objections, however, were 
removed by the zeal and rhetoric of Peregrine who 
rejiresented that it would be impossible to befriend 
him on any other terms; that his silence hitherto 
would be imputed to liis want of information, 
touching the circumstances and condition of his 
friend; and that his remembering and insisting 
upon discharging the obligation, after such an in¬ 
terval of time, when the whole affair was in oblivion^ 
would he the greatest complimeut he could pay to 
his own honour and integrity. 
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Thus persaaded, he took an opportunity of Gaunt¬ 
let’s being alone with him to broach the affair, tell¬ 
ing the yotmg man, that his father had avanced a 
sum of money for him, when they sailed together, 
on account of the mess, as well as to stop the mouth 
of a clamorous creditor at Portsmouth j and that 
the said sum, with interest, amounted to about four 
hundred pounds, which he would now, with great 
thankfulness, repay. 

Godfrey was amazed at this declaration, and, after 
a eonsiderable pause, replied, that he had never 
heard his parents mention any such debt; that no 
memorandum or voucher of it was found among 
his father’s papers; and that, in all probability, it 
must have been discharged long ago, although the 
commodore, in such a long course of time, and 
hurry of occupation, might have forgot llie repay¬ 
ment He therefore desired to be excused from 
accepting, what, in his own conscience, he believed 
was not his due; and complimented the old gen¬ 
tleman upon his being so scrupulously just and 
honourable. 

'I'he soldier’s refusal, which was matter of asto¬ 
nishment to 'frunnion, increased his inelination to 
assist him; and, on pretence of acquitting his own 
character, he urged his beneficence with such ob¬ 
stinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of disobliging him, 
was in a manner eompelled to receive a draught for 
the money, for which ho subscribed an ample dis¬ 
charge, and immediately transmitted the order to 
his mother, whom, at the same time, lie informed 
of the circumstances by which they had so unex¬ 
pectedly gained this accession of fortune. 

Such a piece of news could not fail of being 
agreeable to Mrs. Gauntlet, who, by the first post, 
wrote a polite letter of aoknowl^gment to the 
commodore, another to her own son importing, that 
she had already sent the draught to a friend in 
London, with directions to deposit it in the hands 
of a certain banker, for the purchase of tlie firat 
ensigney to be soid i and she took the liberty of 
sending a third to Peregrine, couched in very af¬ 
fectionate terms, with a kind postscript, signed by 
Miss Sophy and his cliarming Emilia. 

This affair being transacted to the satisfaction of 
all concenied, preparations were set on foot for the 
departure of our hero, on whom his uncle settled 
an annuity of eight hundred pounds, being little less 
than one half of his whole income. Hy this time in¬ 
deed, the old gentleman could easily afford to alienate 
such a part of his fortune, because he entertained 
little or no company, kept few servants, and was 
remarkably plain and frugal in his house-keeping; 
Mrs. Trunnion being now some years on the wrong 
side of fifty, her infirmities began to increase; and 
though her pride had suffered no diminution, her 
vanity was ^together subdued by her avarice. 

A Swiss valet-de-chambre, who had already made 
the tour of Europe, was hired for the care of Pere¬ 
grine’s own person; Pipes being ignorant of the 
Prcnch language, as well as otherwise unfit for the 
office of a fasliionabie attendant, it was resolved 
that he should remain in garrison; and his place 
was immediately supplied by a Parisian lacquey 
engaged at London for that purpose. Pipes did not 
seem to relish this disposition of things; and though 
he made no verbal objections to it, looked re¬ 
markably sour at his successor upon his first arrival; 
but this sullen fit seemed gradually to wear off; 
and, long before his master’s departure, he had 
recovered his natural tranquillity and unconcern. 


CIIAPTEK XXXL 

The two young Gentlemen dieplav their Talents for Gallantry, 

in the course of which they are involved in a ludicrous 

circumstance of Distress, and afterwords take Vengeance 
on the Author of their Mishap. 
Meanwhile our hero and his new friend, together 
with honest Jack Hatchway, made daily excursions 
into tile country, visited the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, and frequently accompanied them 
to the cliase; all three being exceedingly caressed 
on account of their talents, which could accom¬ 
modate themselves with great facility to the tempers 
and turns of their entertainers. The lieutenant was 
a droll in his way. Peregrine possessed a great fund 
of sprightlincss and good humour, and Godfrey, 
among his other qmdifications, already recited, 
sung a most excellent song; so that the company 
of this triumvirate was courted in all parties, 
whether male or female; and if the hearts of our 
young gentlemen had not been pre-engaged, they 
would have met with opportunities in ahundance of 
displaying ikeir address in the art of love; not but 
that they gave loose to their gallantry without much 
interesting their affections, and amused themselves 
with little intrigues, which, in the opinion of a man 
of pleasure, do not affect his fidelity to the acknow¬ 
ledged sovereign of his soul. 

In the midst of these amnsemonts, onr hero 
received an intimation from his sister, that she 
should he overjoyed to meet him next day, at live 
o’clock in the afternoon, at the liouse of her nurse, 
who lived in a cottage hard by her father’s liabita- 
tiou, she being debarred from all opportunity of 
seeing him in any other place by the severity of her 
mother, who suspected her inclination. 

He accordingly obeyed the summons, and went 
at the time appointed to the place of rendezvous, 
where he met this affectionate young lady, who, 
when he entered the room, ran towards him with 
all the eagerness of transport, flung her arms about 
his neck, and shed a flood of tears in his bosom 
before she could utter one word, except a repetition 
of “ My dear, dear brother I” He embraced her with 
all the piety of fraternal tenderness, wept over her 
in his turn, assured her that this was one of the 
happiest moments of his life, and kindly thanked 
her for having resisted the example and disobeyed 
the injunctions of his mother’s unnatural aversion. 

He was ravished to find by her conversation, 
that she possessed a great share of sensibility and 
prudent reflection ; for she lamented the infatuation 
of her parents with the most filiul regret, and 
expressed such :ibhorrence and concern at the 
villanous disposition of her younger brother, as a 
humane sister may he supposed to have entertained. 
He made her acquainted with all the circumstances 
ol his own fortune; and, as lie supposed she spent 
her time very disagreeably at liome, among cha¬ 
racters which must be shockingly distressing, pro¬ 
fessed a desire of removing her into some other 
sjihere, wliere she could live with more tranquillity 
and satisfaction. 

She objected to this proposal, as an expedient 
that would infallibly subject her to the implacable 
resentment of her mother, whose favour and 
affection she at present enjoyed but in a very in¬ 
considerable degree; and they had canvassed divers 
schemes of corresponding for the future, when the 
voice of Mrs. Pickle was heard at the door. 

Miss Julia (that was the young lady’s name) 
finding herself betrayed, was seized with a violent 



PEKEGIITNE PICKLE. 


217 


agitation of fear, and Peregrine scarce had time to 
encourage her with a promise of protection, before 
the door of the apartment being flung open, this 
irreconcilable parent rushed in, and, with a furious 
aspect, flew directly at her trembling daughter, 
when the. son interposing, received the first dis¬ 
charge of her fury, 

I ler eyes gleamed with all the rage of indignation, 
which choked up her utterance, and seemed to 
convulse her whole frame; she twisted her left 
hand in his hair, and with the other buffeted him 
about the face till the blood gushed from his nostrils 
and njouth; while he defended his sister from the 
cruelty of (Jam, who assaulted her from another 
quarter, seeing his brother engaged. This attack 
lasted several minutes with great violence, till at 
length Peregrine finding himself in danger of being 
overpowered, if he should remain any longer on 
the defensive, laid his brother on his back; then ho 
diseiibrngled his mother’s hand from his own hair, 
and having pushed her gently out of the room, 
bolted the door on the inside; finally turning to 
(Jam, he threw him out of the window, among a 
parcel of hogs that fed under it. I3y this time 
Julia was almost quite distracted with terror ; she 
knew she had offended beyond all hope of forgive¬ 
ness, and from that moment considered herself as an 
exile from her father’s house. Tn vmn did her 
brother strive to console her with fresh protestations 
of love and protection; she counted herself ex¬ 
tremely miserable in being obliged to endure the 
eternal resentment of a parent with whom she had 
Jiitherfo lived, and dreaded the censure of the world, 
wliieh,fr<>m her mother’s misrepresentation, she was 
sensible would condemn her unheard. That she 
might not, however,neglect any means in her power 
of averting the storm, she resolved to appease, if 
possible, her mother’s wrath with humiliation, and 
even appeal to the influence of her father, weak as 
it was, before she would despair of being forgiven. 
Put the good lady sjwred lier this unnecessary 
application, by telling her, through the. key-hole, 
that she must never expect to come wdthin her 
father’s door again; for from that hour she re¬ 
nounced her as unworthy of her affection and 
regard. rTuHa, weeping bitterly, endeavoured to 
soften the rigour of this sentence, by the most 
submissive and reasonable reinonstranees; but us 
in her vindication she of neci'Ssity espoused her 
elder brother’s enuse, her endeavours, instead of 
sovnliing, served only to exasperate her mother to 
a higher pitch of indignation, which discharged 
itself in invectives against Peregrine, whom she 
reviled with the epithets of a worthless abandoned 
reprobate. 

The youth, liearing these unjust aspersions, 
trembled with resentment through every limb, 
assuring the upbraider that he considered her as an 
(Jyeet of compassion; “ for, without all doubt,” 
said he, “ your diabolical ranconr must be severely 
punished by the thorns of your own conscience, 
which this very instant taxes you with the malice 
and falsehood of your reproaches. As for my sister, 

I bless God that you have not been able to infect 
her with your unnatural prejudice, which, because 
she is too just, too virtuous, too humane to iinhibc, 
you reject her as an alien to your blood, and turn 
her out unprovided into a barbarous world. But 
even there your vicious purpose shall be defeated ; 
that same l*rovidence that screened me from the 
cruelty of your hate shall extend its protection to 


her, until I shall find it convenient to aflsert 
law that right of inmotenance which nature, it 
seems, hath bestowed upon us in vain. In the mean 
time, you will enjoy the satisfaction of paying an 
undivided attention to that darling son, whose 
amiable qualities have so long engaged and en¬ 
grossed your love and esteem.” 

Thisfreodom of ex postulation exalted his mother’s 
ire to mere frenzy; she cursed him with the bitterest 
imprecations, and raved like a bedlamite at tlie door, 
which sh% attempted to hurst open. Her efforts 
were seconded by her favourite son, who denounced 
vengeance against Beregrine, made furious assaults 
against the l{)ek, which resisted all their applications, 
until our hero, espying his friends Gauntlet and 
Pipes stepping over a stile that stood about a furlong 
from the window, called them to his assistance; 

I giving them to understand how he was besieged, he 
desired they would keep ofThis mother, that he might 
the more easily secure his sister Julia’s retreat. 
Tlie young soldier entered accordingly, and, posting 
himself between Mrs. Pickle and the door, gave the 
signal to his friend, who, lifting up his sister in his 
arms, carried her safe without the clutches bf this 
she-dragon, while Pipes with his cudgel kept young 
master at bay. 

, The mother being thus deprived of her ^rey, 
sprung upon Gauntlet like a lioness robb(.*d of her 
wheljjs, and he must have sufferad sorely in the 
flesh, had he not prevented her mischievous intent 
by seizing both her wrists, and so keeping her at 
due distance. Jn attempting to disengage herself 
from his grasp, she struggled with such exertion, 
and suffered such agony of psission at the same time, 
that she actually fell into a severe fit, during which 
she was pat to bed, and the confederates retired 
without further molestation. 

In the mean time, Peregrine was not a little 
perplexed about the disposal of his sister whom he 
had rescued, lie could not endure the thoughts of 
saddling the commodore with a new expense; and 
he was afraid of undertaking the charge of J ulia, 
w'ithnut his benefactor’s advice and direction; for 
the present, however, he carried her to the house 
of a gentleman in the neighbourhood, whose lady 
was her godmother, where she W'as received with 
great tenderness and condolence; and he purposed 
to inquire for some creditable house, where she 
might be genteelly boarded in his absence, resolving 
to maintain her from the savings of his own 
allowance, which he thought might very well bear 
such deduction. But this intention was frustrated 
by the publication of the whole affair, which was 
divulged next day, and soon reached the cars of 
Trunnion, who chid his godson for Imving concealed 
the adventure ; and, with the approbation of his 
wife, ordered him to bring .luHa forthwith to the 
garrison. The young gentleman, with tears of 
' gratitude in his eyes, explained his design of 
maintaining her at his own expense, and earnestly 
hogged that he miglit not be deprived of that 
satisfaction. But his uncle was deaf to all his 
entreaties, and insisted upon her living in the garri¬ 
son, though for no other reason than tliat of being 
company to her aunt, who, be observed, was lost 
for want of conversation. 

Julia was accordingly brought home, and settled 
under the tuition of IVlrs. Trunnion, who, whatever 
' face she might put on the matter, could have dis- 
' pensed with the society of her niece; though she 
I was not without hope of gratifying her pique to 
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Mrs. Pickle, by the intelligence she would receive 
fVom the duughter of that lady’s economy and 
domestic behaviour. The mother herself seemed 
conscious of this advantage which her sister-in-law 
had now gained over her, being as much cliagrined 
at the news of Julia’s reception in the garrison, as 
if she hod heard of her own Intsband’s death. She 
even tortured her invention to propagate calumnies 
against the reputation of her own daugliter, whom 
she slandered in all companies: slie exclaimed 
against the commodore as an old r^an, who 
si)irited up a rebellion among her children, and 
imputed the hospitality of his wife, in countenancing 
them, to nothing else liut her inveterate enmity to 
their inotlier, whom they had disobliged. She now 
insisted, in the most peremptory terms, upon her 
husband’s renouncing all commerce with the old 
lad of the castle and lus adherents; and Mr. 
Gamaliel, having hy this time contracted other 
friendships, readily submitted to h(*r will, nay, even 
refused to coninuinieate with the commodore one 
night, wlieii th<*y happened to meet hy accident at 
tlic ifublic house. 

ClIAPTEU XXXTT. 

Tl>c CeinniotloTw sends a Challenge to Oamalifl, and is hn- 
jiosud upon by a waggtsh Inventioti of the Lieutenant, 
Pcrcgrinp and Oauiillet. 

Tiitr affront Trunnion could hy no moans digest. 
He advised wdth the lieutenant upon the sul)j<*et; 
and the result of their consultation was a defiance 
which the old coniraander sent to Pickle, dcman<iing 
tliat he w'oulcl meet him at such a place on horseback 
with a brace of jnstols, and give satisfaction for the 
slight he had put upon him. 

Nothing could have afforded more pleasure to 
Jack Ihuii the aeecptancc of this challenge, which 
he delivered verbally to Mr. Gamaliel, who was 
called out from the club at Tunley’s for that purpose. 
The nature of this nu*ssage Inid an instantaneous 
effect u])t)n the constitution of the pacific Pickle, 
whose bowels yearned with a}>preh(‘n.sion, and 
underwent such violent agitation on the spot, that 
one would have thought the operation ])roeceded 
from sonic severe joke of the apothecary wdiieli he 
had swallowed in his beer. 

The messenger, despairing of a satisfactory an¬ 
swer, left him in this woeful condition ; and being 
loth to lose any o]>]>ortuaity of Yaising the laugh 
against the commodore, w'ent immediately and com¬ 
municated the whole affair to tlic young gentlemen, 
entreating them, for the love of God, to concert 
some means of bringing old Ifannibal into the 
field. 'J'he two friends relished the proposal, mid, 
after some deliberation, it w’as resolved that 
Hatchway should tell Trunnion his invitation was 
acceptc'd by Gamaliel, who would meet him at tlie 
jilaee appointed with his second, fo-inorrow’ in the 
twilight, because, if either should fall, the other 
would have the better chance for escaping in the 
dark; that Godfrey should personate old Pickle's 
friend, and Peregrine represent his own father, 
while the lieutenant should take care, in loading the 
pistols, to keep out the shot, so that no damage might 
be done in the rencontre. 

These circumstances being adjusted, the lieute¬ 
nant returned to his principal with a most thundering 
reply from his antagonist, whose courageous beha¬ 
viour, though it could not intimidate, did not fail 
to astonish the commodore, who ascribed it to the 


I spirit of his wdfe, which had inspired him. Trunnion 
! that instant desired his counsellor to prepare his 
cartridge-box, and order the quietest horse in the 
stable to lie kept ready saddled for the occasion; 
Jiis eye seemed to lighten with alacrity and pleasure 
at the prospect of smelling gunpowder once more 
before his death; and wlicn Jack advised him to 
make his will, in case of accident, he rejected his 
counsel with disdain, saying, “ What I dost think 
that Jlaw'scr Trunnion, who has stood the fire of so 
many floating batteries, runs any risk from the 
lousy pops of a landman ? Thou slialt see, thou 
shalt sec Iiow I shall make him lower liis top¬ 
sails.” Next day 1‘eregrine and the soldier provided 
themselves with horses at the public house, from 
w'hcnco, at the destined hour, they rode to the field 
of battle, each of them Ixuiig muffled in a great coat, 
which, with the dimness of the light, effectually 
shielded them from the knowledge of the one-eyed 
commander, who having taken horse on pretence 
of enjoying the fresh air, soon appeared with 
Hatchway in his rear. When they came within sight 
of each otlier, the seconds udvaneed, in order to 
divide the ground, and regulate the measures of the 
combat; wlien it was determined by mutual consent, 
that two ]>ist()ls should be discharged on each side, 
and that, if neither should ])rove decisive, recourse 
must he laid to the broad swords, in order to 
ascertain the victoiy. These articles being settled, 
the opponents rode forward to their rcspictive 
stations, wlum IVregrinc, cocking his pistol, and 
]>reseiiting, counterfeited liis iather’s voice, bidding 
Trunnion take care of his remaining eye. The 
commodore took his jwlvice, being unwilling to 
hazard his day-light, and very deliberately opposed 
the patched side of his face to the muzzle of ln.s 
antagonist’s jmccc, desiring him to do his duty 
w'ltliout further jaw. 'Phe young man accordingly 
fired, and the distance being small, the wad of his 
jiistol took place with a smart stroke on the forehead 
of Trunnion, w'ho, mistaking it for a ball, wlrich he 
thought was lodged in his brain, sj)urrcd up his 
steed 111 astute of desperation towards his antagonist, 
and holding hjs }>iecc within two yards of his body, 
let it off' without any regard to the laws of battle. 
Surprised and enraged to see it had made no im¬ 
pression, he hallooed in a terrible tone, “ O d— n 
ye, you have got your netting stuff'ed, 1 sec;” and 
advancing, discharged his second pistol so near liis 
godson’s head, that, had he not been defended l\v his 
great coat, the powder must have scorched liis face. 
Having thus thrown aw'ay his fire, he remained at 
the mercy of J’ei egrine, who, clapping the piece he 
had in reserve to his head, commanded him to beg 
his life, and ask pardon for his presumption, 'i'he 
coinmodore made no reply to this imperious in¬ 
junction, but dropjiing his pistol, and unsiieathing 
his broad sword in an instant, attacked our hero 
with such incredible agility, that, if he had not made 
shift to ward off the stroke with his piece, the 
adventure, in all likelihood, would have turned out 
a very tragical joke. IVregrine finding it would 
be in vain for him to think of drawing his weapon, 
or of standing on the defensive against this furious 
aggressor, very fairly clapped spurs to liis nag, and 
sought his safety in flight, 'i'niiinion ]>ursued him 
with infinite eagerness, and his steed being the 
better of the two, would have ovt*rtaken the 
fugitive to his peril, had he not been unfortunately 
encountered by the boughs of a tree, that happened 
to stand on his blind side, and incommoded him so 
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much, that he was fain to quit his sword, and lay 
hold on the mane, in order to maintain liis seat. 
Perry pereeiving his disaster, wheeled about, and 
now finding leisure to produce his weapon, returned 
upon his disarmed foe, brandishing his Ferrara, 
threatening to make him shorter by the head, if he 
M’ould not iumiediately crave quarter and yield. 
'I'here was nothing farther from the intention of the 
i)ld gentleman than such submission, which he flatly 
refused to pay, alleging that he had already com- 
])eiled his enemy to elap on all his sails, and that 
liis own present misfortune was owing to accident, 
all one as if a ship sliould be attacked, after she 
had been obliged to lieave her guns overboard in 
a storm. 

Jlefore Peregrine had time to answer this remon¬ 
strance, the lieutenant interposed, and, taking eog- 
iiizanee of the case, establislied a truee, until lie 
und the other second should discuss nud decide up¬ 
on the merits of the cause. They necordingly 
retired to a small distance, and, after having con- 
lerred a few minutes, llatcliway returned, and pro¬ 
nounced the commodore vainjuished by tlic chance 
of war. 

Never was rage mon* transported than that which 
took possession of old Hannibal when he heard the 
hcntenee. It was sometime before he could utter 
aught, except the reproncliful exjiression, You he! 
—which he rcjieated more than twc'uty times, in a 
sort <if delirious insensibility. When li<‘ recovered 
the furtlieruse of speech, he abused the arbitrators 
uith Rucli bitU'r invectives, renoniiciiig their sen¬ 
tence, and njipealing to unollier trial, that the eon- 
fe<lerates began to repent of having carried tiic joke 
so far; and 1 Vregrine, in order to appea^se his ehuler, 
owned himself overcome. 

^riiis aeknowledgmeni calmed the tumult of his 
wrath, thougli he ^uuild not for some days forgive 
the lieutenant; and the tw'o young gentlemen rode 
back to Tunley’s, while Hatchway, taking th<‘ com¬ 
modore’s horse by the bridle, reconducted him to 
his mansion, growling all the way to Jack for his 
unjust and unfriendly decree; tlioitgh he could not 
help observing, as how he had made Ids words 
g'Kid, in making his adversary strike his topsails: 
“And yet,” said he, “before God! 1 think the 
fellow's head is made of a wooljiaek ; for my shot 
rebounded from bis fuee like a wad of spun yarn 
from the side of a ship. Put if so be that son of a 
bitch of a tree hadn’t conn* athwart my weather- 
bow, d’ye see, Pil be d—cd if J hadn’t snapt his 
main-yard in the slings, and mayhap let out his 
bulge-water into the bargain.” He seemed parti- 
nilarly vain of this exploit, which dwelt uixm his 
imagination, and was cherished as tlie child of his 
old age ; for though he could not with decency re¬ 
hearse it to the young mon, and his wife, at supper, 
liog; ivo shrewd hints of his own maiiliood, even at 
these years, luid attested ilatcliAvay as a vouchor 
f<)r his mettle; while the triumvirate, diverted by 
his vanity, enjoyed in secret the success of their 

imposition. 

CHAPTER XXXITT. 

rcreprine talccs his leave of his Aunt and Sister—Sets out 
Ironi the Garrison—Parts witii his Uncle and Hatchway 
OH the lload, and, with his Governor, arrives in safety at 
Dover. 

This, however, was the last effort of invention 
which thov nraclised uoon him; and evorv thina 
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I being now prepared for the departure of his god* 
son, that hopeful youth, in two days, took leave of 
all ins friends in the neighbourhood. He was do- 
I seted two whole hours with his aunt, who enriched 
! him with many pious advices, recapitulated all the 
benefits which, through her means, had been con¬ 
ferred upon him since his infancy, cautitmod him 
against the temptations of lewd women, who bring 
many a man to a morsel of broad; laid strict in¬ 
junctions upon him to live in the fear of the J^ord, 
and the true I’rotestaut faith, to eschew quarrels and 
contentions, to treat Mr. dolter witli reverence and 
regard, and, above all things, to abstain from the 
beastly sin of drunkenness, which exposed a man 
to the scorn and eontoinjit of his fellow-creatures, 
ami, by divesting him of reason and reflection, ren¬ 
dered him fit for all manner of vice and debauchery. 
She recommended to him economy, and the care of 
his health--bado him remember the honour of lus 
family; and, in all the circumstances of his beha¬ 
viour, assured him, that he might always depend 
upon the friendship and generosity of the commo- 
dort*. Finally, presenting him with her own pic 
tiire, set in gold, atid a hundred guineas from her 
privy purfie, slic embraced him affectionatel), and 
wished him all manner of liappiiiess atul lu'osperity. 

Being thus kindly dismissed by Mrs. Trunnion, 
he locked liimstdf up with hi.s sister Julia, whom he 
admonished to cultivate her aunt with the most 
complaisant and respectful attention, without stoop¬ 
ing to any ciremnstanee of submission that she 
should judge unworthy nf her practice; he pro- 
t(‘ste(l, that his chief study should be to make her 
amends for the ^irivilege slie had forfeited by her 
affection for him ; entreated her to enter into no 
ongageincnt without his knowledge and approba¬ 
tion ; ])ut into her hand the purse whieh he had 
received fixmi his aunt, to defray her pocket cx- 
pcMises in his absence, and parted from her, not 
witiiout tcaus, after she had for some minutes hung 
about his neck, kissing him, and weeping iu the 
most pathetic silence. 

Having performed these duties of affection and 
consanguinity over night, he went to bed, and w'as, 
by his own direction, called at four o’clock in the 
morning, when he found the post-cliai.se, coach, 
and riding horsc.s, ready at the gate, his friends 
(JauntleL and Hatchway on foot, the commodore* 
himself almost dressed, and every servant in tlie 
garrison assembled in the yard to wisii him ii good 
journe>. Our hero bhook each of these humble 
fricn<ls by the hand, tipping them at the same time 
with mark.s of his bount y ; and was very much sur¬ 
prised wlien he could not perceive Ids old attendant 
l*i])es among the number. When he expressed his 
wonder at lids disivsjiectful omission of 'Pom, some 
of those present ran to his chamber, in order to 
giv(‘ him a call, hut liis lianimock and room were 
both deserted ; and they socm returned with an ac¬ 
count of his having eloped. I’eregrine was dis¬ 
turbed at this information, believing that the fellow 
had taken some desperate course in consequence of 
his being dismissed from his service, and began to 
wish that he had indulged Ids inclination by retain¬ 
ing him still about his person. However, as there 
was now no other remedy, he recommended him 
strenuously to the particular favour and distinction 
of his uncle and Hatchway, in case he should ap¬ 
pear again; ami, as he went out of the gate, was 
saluted with three cheers by all tlie domestics in the 
family. The commodore. Gauntlet, lieutenant. 
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Peregrine, and Jolter, went inio the coach together, 
that they might enjoy each other’s conversation as 
much as possible, resolving to breakfast at an inn 
upon the road, where Trunnion and Jlatchway in¬ 
tended to bid our adventurer farewell; the valet- 
de-chainbrc got into the post-chaise, the French 
lacquey rode one horse, and led another; one of 
the valets of the garrison mounted at the back of 
the coach, and thus the cavalcade set out on the 
road to Dover. As the commodore could not bear 
the fatigue of jolting, tliey travelled at an easy i>ace 
during the first stage, so that the old gentleman 
had an oppportunity of communicating his exhor¬ 
tations to his godson, with regard to liis conduct 
abroad; he advised iiim, now Uiat he was going 
into foreign parts, to be upon his giuird against the 
fair weather of the French ])olitesse, which was no 
more to be trusted than a wliirlpool at sea. He 
observed, that many young men had gone to Paris 
with good cargoes of sense, and returned witli a 
great deal of canvass, and no ballast at all; whereby 
they became crank all the days of their lives, and 
sometimes carried their keels above water. He de¬ 
sired Mr. Jolter to keep his jHipil out of the elutebes 
of those sharking priests, who lie in wait to make 
converts of all young strangers; and, in aiuirticular 
manner, cautioned the youth against carnal conver¬ 
sation with the Parisian dames, who, he under¬ 
stood, were no better than gaudy fireships, ready 
primed with death and destruction. 

Peregrine listened with great resiiect, thanking 
him for his kind admonitions, which h(‘ faithfully 
promised to observe. They halted and breakfasted 
ut the end of the stage, where .loiter provid(‘d him¬ 
self with a horse; and die commodore settled the 
method of corresponding with his nephew. The 
minute of parting being arrived, the old commander 
wrung his godson by the hand, saying, “ I wish 
thee a prosperous voyage, and good cheer, my lad; 
my timbers are now a little crazy, d’ye see; and 
God knows if 1 shall keep afloat till such time as 1 
see thee again; hut howsoinevcr, hap what will, 
thou wilt find thyself in a condilion to keep in the 
line with the best of thy fellows.” He then n*- 
minded Gauntlet of his j)romis»e to call at the 
garrison in his return from Dover, and imparted 
Bometliing in a whisper to the governor, wliileJack 
Hatchway, unable to speak, pulled his hat over his 
eyes, and, squeezing Peregrine by the hand, gave 
him an iron pistol of <Mirious w'orkmanship, us a 
memorial of liis friendship. Our youth, who was 
not unmoved on this oeeasion, received the i)ledgc, 
which he acknowledged wuth the present of u silver 
tobacco-box, bought for that purpose ; and the two 
lads of the castle getting into the coach, were driven 
lioinewards in a state of silent <lej<*ctit>Ti. 

Godfrey and Peregrine seated themselves in the 
postehaisc, and Jolter, the valet-de-ehambre, and 
lacquey, bestriding their beasts, they proceeded for 
the place of their destination, at which they arrived 
in safety that same night, and bespoke a passage in 
the packet-boat, whicli was to sail next day. 


CHAPTER XXXIV, 

lie adjusts the method of his Corrfspondence with Gauntlet; 
meets by Accident with an Italian Charlatan, and a certain 
Apothecary, who proves to ho a noted Character, 

Therk the two friends adjusted the articles of 
their future correspondence; and Peregrine having 


written a letter to liis mistress, wherein he renewed 
his former vows of eternal fidelity, it was intrusted 
to the care of her brother; while Mr. Jolter, ut the 
desire of his pupil, provided an elegant supper, and 
some excellent Burgundy, tliat they might spend 
tliis eve of liisdeparture with the greater enjoyment. 

Things being thus disposed, and a servant em- 
jfloyed in laying the cloth, their ears were of a 
sudden invaded by a strange tumultuous noise in 
the next room, occasioned by the overthrow of ta¬ 
bles, chairs, and glasses, with odd unintelligible 
exclamations in broken French, and a jargon of 
threats in the Welsh dialect. Our young gentlemen 
ran immediately into the apartment from whence 
this clamour seemed to proceed, and found a thin, 
meagre, sw'urthy figure, gasping in all the agony of 
fear, under the hands of a squat, thick, Inird-fea- 
tured man, who collared him with great detnon- 
strations of wrath, saying, “ If you was as mighty 
a magician as Ow’cn Glendow(*r, or the witch of 
Entor, look you, ay, or as l*aul Beor himself, I M’ill 
meke pold, by the assistance of Got, and in his 
Majesty's naain, to seize and secure, and confine 
and confront you, until such time as you suffer and 
endure and undergo the iiains and penalties of tht=i 
law, for your diabolical jiractices. SheutlementB,’^ 
added he, turning to our adventurers, “I take you 
to M'itness that 1 jirotest and assert and avow, tliat 
this person is as pig a necromancer as you would 
desire to behold; aud I supplicate and beseech and 
entreat of you, that he may be prought pefore his 
l»etters, and compelled to give an account of his 
eom])act ami commerce with llu* imps of darkness, 
look you; for as I am a (Christian soul, and hope 
for joyful r(‘surrectioii, I have this plessed evening 
«;een him perf’orni such things as could not be done 
without the aid and instruction and connivance of 
the tevil.” 

Gauntlet seemed to enter into the sentiments of 
this Welsh refonner, and actually laid hold on the 
delinquent's shoulder, crying,'^M)—n the rascal I 
I'll lay any wager that he's a Jesuit, for none of 
his order travel without a familiar.” But Peregrine, 
who looked uixm the affair in another point of 
view, interjjosed in behalf of the stranger, whom 
he freed from liLs aggressors, observing that there 
was no oeeasion to use violence, and asked in 
French w’hat he had done to incur the censure of 
the informer. 'Flie poor foreigner, mot*(‘ dead than 
alive, answered that he was an Italian cliarlatan, 
w'ho had jiraetised with some reputation in Fadiia, 
until he had the misfortune to attract the notice of 
the in<|uisition, by exhibiting certain wonderful 
Iierformances by his skill in natural knowledge, 
M^hieh that tribunal considered as the effeets of 
sorcery, and iiersecuted him accordingly; so that 
he had been fain to make a precipitate retreat into 
France, whore not finding his account in his talents, 
he w'as now arrived in England, with a view of 
practising his art in J^ondon ; and that, in conse- 
<iucncc of a specimen which he hud given to a 
company below, the choleric gentleman had fol¬ 
lowed liim up stairs to his own apartment, and 
assaulted him in that inhosi)itahle manner. He 
therefore earnestly begged that t>ur hero would take 
him under his protection; and if he entertained the 
least susihcion of his employing preternatural means 
in the ojicrations of his art, he would freely com¬ 
municate all the secrets in his possession. 

The youth dispelled his apprehension, by assuring 
him that he was in no danger of suffering for his art 
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in England, ■where, if ever he should he questioned 
by the seal of superstitious individuals, he had no¬ 
thing to do but appeal to the next justice of the 
peace, who would immediately quit him of the 
charge, and punish his accusers for their imperti¬ 
nence and discretion. 

lie then told Gauntlet and the Welshman that 
the stranger had a good action against them for an 
assault, by virtue of an act of parliament, which 
makes it criminal for any person to accuse another 
of sorcery and witeheraft, these idle notions being 
now jiLStly exploded by all sensible men. Mr. 
.loiter, who had by this time joined the company, 
could not help signifying his dissent from this 
opinion of his pupil, which he endeavoured to in¬ 
validate by the authority of Scriiiture, quotations 
from the fathiTS, and the confession of many 
wretches "who suffered death for having carried on 
correspondence with evil s])irits, together with the 
evidence of Satan’s invisibh" word, and Moreton’s 
History of Witeheraft. 

The soldier corroborated these testimonies by 
facts that had happened within the sphere of his 
own knowledge ; and, in particular, mentioned the 
case of an old woman in the parish in which he 
wa.s born, who usi“d to transform herself into the 
shapes of sundry animals, and was at last killed by 
small shot in tin' character of a hare. The Welsh¬ 
man thus supported, <“xpressi*d his surprise at hearing 
that the legislature had shown such tetideriiess iiir 
criminals of so dark a hue ; and offered to prove, 
by undeniable instances, that there was not a moun¬ 
tain in Wales which had not been in his memory 
the scene of necromancy and witchcraft. “ Where¬ 
fore,” said he, “ 1 am assuredly more than apove 
astonished and confounded and concerned, that the 
parliament of Great Pritain should in their great 
wisdoms, and their prudence, and their penetration, 
give countenance and encouragement, look you. to 
the works of darkness and the empire of Pelzeimp ; 
ofer and apove the evidence of holy writ, and those 
writers who have been quoted by that aggurate and 
learned shentleman, we are informed by profane 
history of the jiribblcs, and pranks of the old ser- ' 
pent, in the bortents and oraeles of antiquity; as ' 
you will find in that most excellent historian lioly- . 
pins, and 'Pitas Ijisius , ay, and morcofer, in the 
Commentaries of .Tulius (la'sar himself, who, ns 
the ole world knows, was a most famous, and a 
most failaiit, and a most wise, and a most pru¬ 
dent, and a most fortunate ehiftan, and a most re¬ 
nowned orator; ay, and a most elegant writer to 
boot.” 

Peregrine did not think proper to enter the li.sts 
of dispute with three such obstinate antagonists; 
but contented himself with saying, that he believed 
it would be no difficult matter to impugn the argu¬ 
ments they had advanced, though he did not 
find him.self at all disposed to undertake the task, 
which must of course break in upon the evening’s 
entertainment. He therefore invitc’d the Italian to 
supper, and asked the same favour of his accuser, 
who seemed to have something enrious and charac¬ 
teristic in his manner and disposition, resolving to 
make himself an eye-witness of those surprising 
feats, which had given offence to the choleric llriton. 
This scrupulous gentleman thanked our hero for 
his courtesy, but declined communicating with tlie 
stranger, until his character should be further ex¬ 
plained; upon which his invitee, after some con¬ 
versation with the charlatan, assured him that he 


would himself undertake for the innocence of his 
art; and then he was prevailed upon to favour 
them with his company. 

In the course of the conversation. Peregrine 
learnt that the Welshman was a surgeon of Can¬ 
terbury, who had been called into a consultation at 
Dover.and, understanding that his name was Morgan, 
took the liberty of asking if he was not the person 
so respectfully mentioned in the Adventures of 
Roderick Random. Mr. Morgan assumed a look 
of gravity and importance at this interrogation, 
and, screwing up his mouth, answered, “ Mr. Raii- 
tiim, my gootsir, 1 believe upon my con.seienee and 
salfatioK. is my very goot frient and well-wisher; 
and he and 1 have been com|ianion.s, and messmate.s, 
and fellow-sufferers, look you; but nevertheless, 
for all that, peradventure he h.ath not peliaved with 
so much complaisance, and affability, and respect, 
as I might have exiiected from him; peeaiise he 
hath revealed, and tivulged, and published oiir pri¬ 
vate affairs, without my knowledge, and privity, 
:md consent; but as Got is my Saviour, 1 think hi- 
had no evil intention in his pelly: and though there 
be certain persons, look you, who, as I am told, 
hike upon them to laugh at his diseriptions of my 
person, deportment, and conversation, 1 do affirm 
and maintain, and insist with my heart, and my 
ploot, and my soul, that those persons are no petter 
than ignorant asses, and that they know not how to 
discern, and distinguish, and define true ridicule, 
or, as Aristotle calls it, the togel()mi,na more, look 
you, than a herd of mountain goats; for I will 
make jiold to observe, and I hojie this goot company 
will be of the same opinion, that there is nothing 
said of me in that performance which is unworthy 
of a Ghristian and a shentleman.”* 

Our young gentleman and his friends acijiilesced 
in the justness of his observation. Peregrine par¬ 
ticularly assured him, that, from reading the hook, 
he had eoiieeived the utmost regard and veneration 
for his character; and that he thought himself ex¬ 
tremely fortunate in having this opportunity of 
enjoying his conversation. Morgan, not a little 
proud of such advances from a jierson of Pere¬ 
grine’s appearance, returned the compliment witti 
a profusion of civility, and, in the warmth of ac¬ 
knowledgment, expressed a desire of seeing him 
and his company at his house in Canterbury: “ I 
will not pretend or prosunie, kind sir,” .said he, ” to 
entertain you according to your merits and de.serts; 
but you shall be as welcome to my poor cottage, 
and my wife and family, as the Priuee of Wales 
himself; and it shall go liard, if, one way or other, 

I do not find ways ami means of making you con¬ 
fess that there is some goot fellowshi;) in an ancient 
.Priton. For, though I am no petter than a simple 
aiiothecary, I have as goot plood circulating in my 
veins as any he in the country (and 1 cun descrihe 
and delineate, and demonstrate my ))edigree to the 
satisfaction of the ’ole ’orld; and moreover, by 
Got’s goot providence and assistance, I can afford 
to treat my friend with a joint of goot mutton, and 
a pottle of excellent wine, and no tradesman can 
Iieard me with a bill.” He vi’as congratulated on 
his happy situation, and assured that onr youth 
would visit him on his return from France, pro¬ 
vided he should take (lantcrbury on his route. As 
I’eregrine maiiitested an inelimition of being ac- 
ipiaintcd with the state of his affairs, he very com- 
plaisantly satisfied his curiosity, ^ giving him to 
know, that his spouse had left on breeding, after 
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having blessed him with two hoys and a girl, who 
were still alive and we}! j that he lived in good 
esteem with his neighbours, and by his practice, 
which was considerably extended immediately 
after the publication of Roderick Random, had 
saved some thousand pounds, lie had begun to 
think of retiring among his own relations in (lla- 
morganshirc, though his wife had made objections to 
this proposal, and opposed the execution of it with 
such obstinacy, that h(“ had been at infinite pains 
ill asserting his own prerogative, by convincing 
her, both from reason and example, that he was 
king and priest in his own family, and that she 
owed the most implicit submission to his will. He 
likewise informed the company, that he had lately 
seen his friend Roderick, who had come from 
London on purpo.se to visit him, after having gained 
his law-suit with Mr. 'I'ojihall, who was obliged to 
pay Rarcissa’s fortune; that Mr. Random, in all 
appearance, leil a very Inqipy life in the conversa¬ 
tion of his father and bedfellow, by whom he en¬ 
joyed a son and daughter; and that Morgan had 
received, in a present from him, a jiieee of verj' 
fine linen, of his wife’s own making, several kits of 
salmon, and two casks of jiickled pork, the most 
delicate he had ever ta.sted, together with a barrel 
of excellent herrings for salmagundy, which he 
knew to be his favourite dish. 

'I'his topic of conversation being discu.ssed, the 
Italian was desired to exhibit a specimen of his art, 
and in a few minutes conducted the company into 
the next room, where, to their great astonishment 
and affright, they beheld a thousand seri>ents 
winding along the ceiling. Morgan, strnek with 
this ])hennmenon, which lie had not seen before, 
began to utter exorcisms with great devotion, Mr. 
.loiter ran terrified out of the room, (Jaiintlcf drew 
his hanger, and I’eregrine himself was discon- 
certisl. The ojicrator perceiving their confusion, 
desired them to retire, and etilling them hack in 
an instant, there was not a viper to he seen. He 
raised their admiration by sundry other jierforin- 
unees, cjra the \Vc.shiiian’s former opinion and 
al^orr'Tii'c of his char;icter began to recur, when, 

11 *ceiisideration of tlie civility with which he had 
been treated, tliis Italian imparted to them all the 
methods l»y wliieli he had acted such wonders, that 
were no otlier tliun tlie elieets of natural causes 
curiously eomhined; so tlnit Morgan lieeame a 
convert to his skill, asked ]Kirdoii for the suspicion 
he luid entertained, and invited the stranger to pass 
a few days with liim at Canterbury. 'I'lic scruples 
of (jodfrey and Jolter were removed at the s;ime 
time, ami i’eregriiie testified bis approliatioii by a 
handsome gratuity which he bestowed upon their 
entertainer. 

'I'lie evening being sjient in this sociable man¬ 
ner, every man retired to his respective eliamber, 
and next morning they breakfasted together, wlien 
Jlorgaii declared he would stay till lie should see 
our hero fairly emharked, that lie might hav^e the 
pleasure of Mr. Uauntiet’s coiniiany to his own 
lialiitalion. Rleanwliile, liy tlie skipjier’s advice, 
the servants were ordered to carry a .store of wine 
and provision on board, in case of ucoideiit; and, 
as the packet-lmat could not sail before one o’clock, 
the coiiipariy walked up liill to visit the oa.stle, 
where they saw the sword of Julius (.’lesar, and 
Queen Elizabeth's pocket-pistol, repeated Shak- 
spere's description, while, they surveyed the chalky 
Cliff's on each side, and cast their eyes towards the 


city of Caiai.s, that was obscured by a thick cloud, 
which did not much regale their eyesight, because 
it seemed to portend foul weather. 

Having viewed every tiling remarkable in this 
place, they returned to the pier, where, after the 
compliments of parting, and an aff'ectionate em¬ 
brace between the two young gentlemen. Peregrine 
ami his governor stepped alioard, the sails were 
hoi.sled, and tliey went to sea with a fair wind, 
while Godfrey, Morgan, and the conjuror w:dked 
back to the inn, from whence they set out for Can¬ 
terbury, before dinner. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

He embarks for France— Ik overtaken by a Storm—Ts .sur- 

priHed with the appearance of Pipes—Lands at Calais, and 
has an Affray with the Olhcers of the Custoin-liouse. 

ScARCK }itid the vessel proceeded ttro leafrues on 
the passage, wlion the wind sliifting, hlew directly 
in their teeth; so that they were obliged to haul 
upon a wind, and alter their course. The sea run¬ 
ning pretty high at the same time, our hero, -w ho was 
helow in his cabin, began to be squeamish, and, in 
onnsequence of the skiiipor’s advice, went upon the 
deck tor the comfort of his stomach ; while the 
governor, experienced in these disasters, slipt into 
bed, vt here he lay at his ease, amusing himself with 
a treatise on the cycloid, v ith algebraical demon¬ 
strations, which never failed to engage his imagina¬ 
tion in the most agreeable manner. 

In the mean lime the wind increased to a^'cry 
hard gale, the vessel pitclied with great violence, 
the sea washed over the decks, the master was 
alarmed, the crew were confounded, the passengers 
were overwhelnu’d with sickness and fear, and 
universal distraction ensued. In the midst of this 
uproar, l^u'cgrine holding fast by the laftrill, 
and looking ruefully ahead, the countenance of 
J*ipes‘presented itself to his astonished view, rising 
as it w'oro from the hold of tiie ship. At first he 
imagined it was a fear-formed shadow of his own 
brain, though he did not remain long in this terror, 
but plainly pereeived that it vas no other than the 
real person of Tlioinas, who.jiinipingon the ipiarter- 
deok, took charge of the helm, and diclated to tlic 
sailors with as much authority as if he had lieeii 
eoiiiuiaiidcr of the shii). 'The skipper looked upon 
him as an angel sent to his assistance, and th(j er(‘w, 
soon discovering him to he a tlioroiigh-hred sea¬ 
man, notwithstanding his livery frock, obeyed liis 
orders with such alacrity, that in a little lime the 
confusion vanished, ami every necessary step was 
taken to weather the gale. 

Our young gentleman immediately conceived 
the meaning of Tom’s appearance on hoard, and, 
when the tumult was a little subsided, went up, 
and encouraged him to exert himself lor the jire- 
servation of the sUiii, promising to take him again 
into liis service, from which he kIiouIiI never be 
dismissed, excei>t at his own desire. This assurance 
had a suriirising effect upon l*ipes, wh<), though he 
made no manner of reply, thrust the helm into the 
master’s hand, saying, “dlcre, you old bumhoat 
woman, take hold of the tiller, ami keep her thus, 
boy, thus;” and skipjied aliout the vessel, trimming 
the sails, and managed the ropes with such agility 
and skill, that every body on deck stood amazed at 
his dexterity. 

JWr. Jolter tvas far from being unconcerned at 
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the uncommon motion of the Tessel, the singing oi 
the wind, and the uproar which he heard above 
him; he looked towards the cabin door with the 
most fearful expectation, in hope of seeing some 
person who could give some account of the weather, 
and what was doing upon dt^ck j but not a soul 
appeared, and he was too well acquainted with the 
disi>osition of his own bowels to make the least 
alteration in his attitude. When he had lain a 
good while in all the agony of suspense, the boy 
tumbled headlong into his ajiartment with such 
noise, that he believed the mast had goni by the 
hoard, and starting upright in his bed, asked, with 
all the symptoms of horror, what was the cause of 
that disturbance ? The boy, half stunned by his 
fall, answered in a dolorous tone, “ I’m come to })ut 
up the dead-lights.” At the mention of dead¬ 
lights, the meuuing of wliicli lie did not understand, 
the poor governors heart died within him, and he 
shivered with despair. His recollection forsaking 
him, he fell upon his knees in the bed, and fixing 
his eyes upon the book which was in his hand, 
began to pronounce aloud with great fervour, “The 
time of a comjdete oscillation in the cjcloid, is to 
tile time in which a body would fall through the 
axis of the cycloid 1)V, as the cireumfereiu'e of a 
circle to its diameter.” He would in all likelihood 
have proceeded with tlie d<*monstration of this pro¬ 
position, bad he not been seized with .such a qualm, 
as compelled him to drop the book, and accommo¬ 
date himself to the emergency of his distenqier; 
he therefore stretched himself at full hmgth, and, 
putting up ejaculations to heaven, began to pre})are 
himself for his latter end, when all of a suddiui the 
noise above was intermitU‘d ; and, as he could not 
conceive the cause of this tremendous silence, he 
imagined that either the men were washed over¬ 
board, or that, despairing of safety, they had ceased 
to oppose the tempest. While he was hajrowed 
by this miserable uncertainty, which, however, was 
not altogetlicr unenlightened* hy some scattered rays 
of hope, tiie master entered the eahin; then he 
asked, with a voice half extinguished by fear, how 
matters went upon d(‘ck ? and tlie skijqier, w ith a 
large bottle of brandy njqilied to his mouth, an¬ 
swered in a holloNv tone, “All's over now, master.” 
Upon which, ^^r. JoIt(*r, giving hiniseli" over for 
lost, exelainied wdth the utmost horror, “J^ordhave 
mercy ui)on us! (’hnst have mercy upon us!” and 
repeated this snpjilieation as it were mechanically, 
until the master undeceived him, by explaining the 
n.eaning of w'hat he had said, and assuring him 
that tile squall was over. 

Such a sudden transition Trom fear to joy occa¬ 
sioned u violent agitation both in his mind and 
body; and it was a full <juarter of an hour before 
he recovered the right use of his organs. Hy'this 
time the weather cleared up, the wind began to 
blow again from the right corner, and the spires of 
(Calais appeared at the distance of five leagues; so 
that the countenances of all on board w<*re lighted 
up with joyous expectation; and Peregrine, ven¬ 
turing to go down into the cabin, comforted his 
governor with an account of the happy turn of 
their atFairs. 

Jolter, transported with the thoughts of a speedy 
landing, began to launch out in praise of that 
country for which they were bound. He obser^'cd, 
that Prance was the land of politeness and hos¬ 
pitality, which were conspicuous iu the behaviour 

all ranks and degrees, from the peer to the pea¬ 


sant ; that a gentleman and a foreigner, far from 
being insulted and imposed upon by the lower class 
of people, as in England, was treated with the ut¬ 
most reverence, candour, and respect; that their 
fields were fertile, their climate pure and healthy, 
their farmers rieh and industrious, and the subjeets 
in general the hapjiiest of men. He would have 
prosecuted this favourite theme still farther, had 
not his pupil been obliged to run upon deck, in 
consequonec of certain warnings he received from 
his stomach. 

'J’he skipper seeing his condition, very honestly 
reminded him of the cold ham and fowls, with a 
basket of w'ine, which he had ordered to be sent 
on hoard, and asked if he would have the cloth 
hud below, ih* could not have chosen a more 
seasonable opportunity of manifesting bis own dis¬ 
interestedness. I’eregrine made wry faces at the 
mention of food, bidding him, for (Hirist’s sake, 
talk no more on that subject. He then descended 
into the cabin, and put the same (piestion to Mr. 
.loiter, who, he knew, entertained the same abhor- 
•ence for bis proposal; and, meeting with the like 
receptiim from him, M-ent between decks, and re¬ 
peated bis courteous })rofter to the valet-de-ehambre 
and laequiy, who lay sprawling in all tlu‘ pangs of 
a double evacuation, and rejected bis civility with 
Llie most bomlile loathing. Thus baffled in ail his 
kind endeavours, he ordered his bt>y to secure the 
provision in one of his own lockers, according to 
the custom of the ship. 

It being low water wlien they arrived on the 
French coast, the vessel could not enter the har- 
Innir, and they were obligt*d to bring to, and wait 
for a boat, which in loss than half an hour came 
alongside from the shore. Mr. Jolter now'came 
upon deck, and snuffing up the French air with 
<yi“ptoins of infinite satisfaction, asked of the boat¬ 
men (with the friendly appellation of Mes citfana) 
what they demanded for transporting him and bis 
pupil, with their baggage, to the pier. Jiut how 
was liP disconcerted, when those polite, candid, 
reasonable watermen demanded a louis d’or for 
that service! i’eregrine, with a sarcastic snver, 
observed, that he already began to perceive the 
justice of his eueomiums on the French ; and the 
disappointed governor could say nothing in his own 
vindication, but that they were debauelied by their 
intercourse with the inhabitants of Ihiver. His 
pujiil, however, was so much olfended at their ex¬ 
tortion, that he absolutely refused to employ them, 
oven when they abated one half in their <lemand, 
and swore be w'ould stay on board till tlie packet 
should be able to enter the harbour, rather than 
encourage such impohition. 

The master, who, in all probability, bad some 
sort of fellow feeling with the boatmen, in vain 
represented, that he could not with safety lie to, or 
anchor upon a lee-shore; our hero having consulted 
l*i])es, answered, that he liad hired his vessel to 
transport him to ('alais, and that he would oblige 
him to perform w'hat he had undertaken. 

The skipper, very much mortified at this peremp¬ 
tory reply, which was not over and above agreeable 
to Mr. Jolter, dismissed the boat, notwithstanding 
the solicitations and condescension of the water¬ 
men. Running a little farther in shore, they came 
to an anchor, and waited till there was water 
enough to float them over the bar. Then they 
stood into the harbour, and our gentleman, with 
his attendants and baggage, were landed on the 
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pier by the sailors, whom he liberally rewarded for 
their trouble. 

He was immediately plied by a great number of 
porters, who, like so many hungry wolves, laid hold 
on his lugi^age, and began U) carry it off piecemeal, 
without his order or direction. Incensed at this 
officious insolence, he commanded them to desist, 
with many oaths and opprobrious terms that his 
anger suggested; and, perceiving that one of them 
did not seem to pay any regard to what he said, 
but marched off with his burden, he snatched u 
cudgel out of his lacquey’s hand, and, overtaking 
the fellow in a twinkling, brought him to the 
ground with one blow. lie was instantly sur¬ 
rounded by the whole congregation of this canaille, 
who resented the injuTy' which their brother had 
sustained, and would have taken immediate satis¬ 
faction of the aggressor, hud not Pi})es, seeing his 
master involved, brought the whole crew to his 
assistance, and exerted himself so manfully, that 
the enemy were obliged to retreat with many marks 
of defeat, and menaces of interesting the comman- 
diint in their quarrel. Jolter, who knew and 
dreaded the power of the French governor, began 
to shake with apprehension, when he heard their 
repeated thr(*atsj but they durst not apply to this 
magistrate, who, upon a fair representation of the 
case, would have punished them severely for their 
rapacious and insolent behaviour. Peregrine, with¬ 
out further molestation, availed hinisclf of his own 
attendants, M ho shouldered his baggage, and fol¬ 
lowed him to the gate, where they were stopped by 
the sentinels, until their names should be registered. 

Mr. Jolter, who had undergone this examination 
before, resolved to profit by his experience, and 
cunningly repesented his pupil us a young English 
lord. Mils intimation, supi)orted by the api)car- 
ance of his equipage, was no sooner communicated 
to the officer, than he turned otit the guard, and 
ordered his soldiers to rest upon their arms, while 
bis lordship passed in great state to the Lmn d'Ar¬ 
gent, where he took up his lodgings for the night, 
resolving to set out for Paris next morning in a 
post-chaise. 

The governor triumphed greatly in this })iecc of 
complaisance and respect with which tliey had l>een 
lionoured, and resumed his beloved topic of dis¬ 
course, in applauding the method and subordination 
of the Kreiieh government, which was better cal¬ 
culated for maintaining order, and protecting the 
people, than any eonstitiition upon earth. Of their 
courteous attention to strangers, there needed no 
other proof than the compliment which had been 
paid to them, together with the governor’s con¬ 
nivance at Peregrine’s employing his own servants 
in carrying the baggage to the inn, contrary to the 
privilege of the inhabitants. 

While he expatiated with a remarkable degree 
of self-indulgence on this subject, the valet-de- 
chambre coming into the room, internipted liis 
harangue, by telling his master that their trunks 
and portmanteaus must be carried to the custom¬ 
house, in order to be searched, and sealed with 
lead, which must remain untouched until their 
arrival at Paris. 

Peregrine made no objection to this practice, 
which was in itself reasonable enough; but when 
he understood that the gate was besieged by another 
multitude of porters, who insisted upon their right 
of carrying the goods, and also of fixing their own 
nrice, lie absolutely refused to comply with their 


demand. Nay, he chastised some of the most cla¬ 
morous among them with his foot, and told them, 
tliat if their customhouse officers had a mind to 
examine his baggage, they might come to the inn for 
that purpose. The valet-de-chambrc was abashed 
at this boldness of his master’s behaviour, which, 
the lacquey, shrugging up his shoulders, observed, 
was bien a VAngloisc; while the governor repre¬ 
sented it as an indignity to the whole nation, and 
endeavoured to persuade his pupil to comply with 
the custom of the place. But Peregrine’s natural 
haughtiness of disposition hindered him from giving 
ear to Jolter’s wholesome advice; and, in less than 
half an hour, they observed a file of musketeers 
marching up to the gate. At sight of this de¬ 
tachment the tutor trembled, the valet grew pale, 
and the lacquey crossed himself; but our hero, 
without exhibiting any other symptoms than those 
of indignation, met them on the threshold, and, with 
a ferocious air, demanded their business. The cor¬ 
poral, w'ho commanded the file, answered with great 
deliberation, that he had orders to convey his bag¬ 
gage to the customhouse; and seeing the trunks 
standing in the entry, i)laced his men between them 
and the owner, m hile the porters that followed took 
them up, and proceeded to the Houane without 
opposition. 

Ifiekle was not mad enough to dispute the au¬ 
thority of this message ; but, in order to ^all, and 
specify his contempt for those who brought if, he 
called aloud to his valet, desiring him, in French, 
to accompany his things, and sec that none of his 
linens and effects should be stolen by the searchers. 
The corporal, mortified at this satirical insinuation, 
darted a look of resentment at the author, as if he 
had been interested for the glory of his nation, and 
told him, that he could perceive he was a stranger 
in France, or else he would have saved himself the 
trouble of such a needless precaution* 

CHAPTER XXXVT. 

lie makes a fruitless Attempt in fianuiilry — Departs for 

Boulogne, wlicrc he spends the livening with certain 
English Exiles. 

Having thus yielded to the hand of power, he in¬ 
quired if there Mas any other English company in 
the house; when, understanding that a gentleman 
and lady lodged in the next apartment, and had 
bespoke a post-chaise for Paris, he ordered Pipes 
to ingratiate himself with their footman, and, if 
possible, learn their names and condition, while he 
and Mr. Jolter, attended by the lacquey, took a turn 
round the ramparts, and viewed the particulars of 
the fortification. 

Tom was so very successful in his inquiry, that 
when his master returned, he was able to give him 
a satisfactory account of his fellow'-lodgers, in con¬ 
sequence of having treated his brother with a botilc. 
of M'ine. The people in question were a gentleman 
and his lady lately arriv(Ai from England, in their 
way to Paris. The husband was a man of good 
fortune, who had been a libertine in his youth, and a 
professed decluimer against matrimony. He wanted 
neither sense nor experience, and piqued himself in 
particular upon his art of avoiding the snares of 
the female sex, in which he prettmlcd to he deeply 
versed. But, notwithstanding all his caution afid 
skill, he hud lately fallen a sacrifice to the attrac¬ 
tions of an oyster wench, who had found means to 
decoy him into the bunds of wedlock; and, in order 
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to evade tlie compUmcnts and congratulations of 
liis friends and acqu£untance, he had come so far 
on a tour to Paris, where he intended to initiateha« 
spouse in the beau monde. In the mean time he 
chose to live upon the reserve, because her natural 
talents had as yet. received but little cultivation; 
and he had not the most implicit confidence in her 
virtue and discretion, which, it seems, had like to 
have yielded to the addresses of an otficcr at Can¬ 
terbury, who had made shift to insinuate himself 
iiit<j her acquaiutance and fovour. 

Peregrine’s curiosity being inflamed hy this in¬ 
formation, he lounged about the yard, in hopes of 
seeing the duleinea who liad ea]){ivated the old 
bachelor; and at length, observing her at a window, 
took the liberty of bowing to her with great respect. 
She returned the coini)liment with a curtsey, and 
appeared so decent in her dress and manner, that, 
unless he had Leon i»reviousIy informed of her for- 
jner life and conversation, he never would have 
dreamed that her education was dilTerent from that 
of other ladies of fashion ; so easy is it to acquire 
that external deportment on which people of con¬ 
dition value themselves so much. Not but that 
Mr. Pickle pretend(*d to distinguish a certain vulgar 
audacity in her countenance, which, in a lady of 
birtli and fortune, would have passcnl for an agree¬ 
able vivacity that enlivens tin* aspeet, and gives 
poignancy to every feature ; hut as she possessed a 
|jair of fiue eyes, and a clear complexion overspread 
witii the glow of health, which never fails of n*- 
comniending the owner, he could not help gazing 
at her with d(*sire,and forming tiie design of making 
a cominest of her heart. With this view, he sent 
his compliments to lier husband, whose name was 
llornbcek, with an intimation, that he proposal to 
set out next day for Paris, and as lie understood 
that lie was resolved ujion the sumo journey, he 
should be extremely glad of his company on the 
road, if he was not better engaged, liornbe^k, who 
in all probability did not choo.se to accommodate 
his wife with a s<piire of cur hero’s appearance, sent 
a civil answer to his message, professing infinite 
mortificathm at his being unable to embrace the 
favour of this kind offer, by reason of the indis- 
positiou of his wife*, who, he w'as afraid, W'ould not 
be in a condition for some days to bear the fatigue 
of travelling. This rebuff, which Peregrine ascribed 
to the husband’s jealousy, stifled bis jiroject in em¬ 
bryo; be oi’derod his French servant to take a ]>laee 
for himself in the diligence, where all his luggage 
was slowed, except a small trunk with some Jineii 
and other necessaries, that was fixed upon tin* post- 
chuisc which they hired of the landlord ; and (*arly 
next morning he and Mr. .Tolter departed from 
('alais, attended hy his valet-de-chambre and Pipes 
on horseback. Tliey proceeded without any acci¬ 
dent as far as Boulogne, where they breakfasted, 
and visited old Father Graham, a. Scottish geutlc- 
nian of the governor’s acquaintance, who had lived 
as a capuchin in that place for the space of tliree 
score years, and during that period conformed to 
all the austerities of the order v ith the most rigor¬ 
ous exactness; being equally remarkable for the 
frankness of his conversation, the humanity of his 
dispo.sition, and the simplicity of his manners. From 
Boulogne they took their departure about noon, 
and, as they projjosed to sleei) at Abbeville, eom- 
nunded the postilion to drive ^ith extraordinary 
Speed. I’erhap.s it was well for his cattle that the 
axle-tree gave way, and the chaise of course over¬ 


turned, before they had travelled one-third part of 
the stage. 

This accident compelled them to return to the 
place from whence they had set out, and as they 
could not procure another convenience, thej^ found 
themselves under the necessity of staying till their 
chaise could be refitted. TTnderstanding that this 
operation would detain them a whole day, our young 
gentleman hud recourse to liis patience, and de¬ 
manded to know what they would have for dinner; 
the garfoii or waiter thrs (piestioned, vanished in 
a moment, and immediately they were surprised 
with the appearanee of a strange figure, whic.h, 
from the extravagance of its dross and gesticulation, 
T*eregrine mistook for a madman of the growth of 
France. This phantom, which, hy the hy, happened 
to be no other than the cook, was a tall, long-legged, 
meagre, swarthy fellow, that stooped very much; 
his clieek-bones were remarkably raised, his nose 
bent into the shape and size of a powder-horn, and 
the sockets of his ejes as raw round the edges, as 
if tlic skin had been jiaircd off. On bis head he 
wore an handkerchiel', whieli hud once been white, 
and now served to cover the upper part of a black 
periwig, to which was attached a hag, at least a 
foot square, with a solitaire and rose that stuck up 
on each side to his ear; so that he looked like a 
criminal on the pillory. His back was accommo¬ 
dated with a linen waistcoat, his hands adorned with 
long ruffles of the same piece, his mitlcile w as girded 
hy an apron tucked up, that it might not conceal 
his white silk stockings rolled; and at his entrance 
he brandished a bloody w’i*apon full three feet in 
length. Feregriiu*, wlien he first saw liim approach 
in this menacing attitude, put himself upon bis 
guard ; hut, being informed of his (pialitj, iieniscd 
his hill of fare, and having besjioke three or four 
tilings for dinner, walked out with Mr. Jolter to 
view both towns, which they had not leisur** 
consider minutely before. In their retn’T ff mi the 
harb<nir, they met with four or five gentlemen, all 
of whom seemed to look with an air of dejection, 
and, perceiving our hero and his governor to he 
KngUsh by their dress, bowed with great respect as 
they passed. Fickle, who was naturally compas¬ 
sionate, felt an emotion of sympathy; and seeing a 
person, who hy his habit he judged to be one of 
their servants, accosted him in English, and asked 
w'ho the gentlemen were. The lacquey gave him 
to understand that they were his own eountrj'men, 
exiled from their native homes, in conse<juenee of 
their adherence to an unfortunate and ruiiu'd cause*, 
and that tliey were gone to the sea side, aeeording 
to their daily iiractice, in order to indulge llieir 
longing eyes with a prospect of the white cliffs of 
Albion, whicii they must never more ap]>roach. 

Though our young gentleman differed widely 
from them in pt>int of political principles, he was 
not one of those enthusiasts who look upon every 
schism from the established articles of faith as 
d —nable, and exclude the sceptic from every be¬ 
nefit of humanity and Christian forgiveness. He 
could easily comprehend how a man of the most 
unblcmivshed morals might, hy the prejudice of 
education, or indispensable attachments, be engaged 
in such a blameworthy and pernicious undertaking; 
and thought that (h<*y a]n*ady sutlcred severely for 
their imprudcnoe. Jle was affected W'ith the ac* 
count of their dmrnal pilgrimage to the sea side, 
which he considered as a pathetic proof of their af¬ 
fliction, and invested ]\Ir. Jolter with the agreeable 
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office of going to them ■with a eomplimeTit in his 
name, and begging the honour of drinking a glass 
■with them in the evening. They accepted the 
proposal with great satisfaction and respectful ac- 
kno'wleiigment, and in the aiternoon waited upon the 
kind inviter, who treated them with coffee, and 
would have detained tlunn to supiHT; hut they en¬ 
treated the favour of his company at the house 
which they frequented, so earnestly, that he yielded 
to their solicitations, -and with his governor was 
conducted by them to the ]>Inee, wJicre they had 
provided an elegant repast, and regaled them with 
some of the best elaret in France. 

It was easy for them to perceive that their prin¬ 
cipal guest was no favourer of their state maxims, 
and therefiire they industriously avoided every sub¬ 
ject of conversation ■which could give the least 
offence; not hut that they lamented their own 
situation, which cut them off from all their dearest 
connexions, and doomed them to perpetual banish¬ 
ment from their families and friends ; but they did 
not, oven by the most distant hint, impeaeh the 
justice of tliat sentence by which they were con¬ 
demned ; although one of them, who seemed to he 
about the age of thirty, wejit bitterly over his mis¬ 
fortune, which had involved a beloved wife and 
three children in misery and distress, and, in the 
iinjiatience of his grief, cursed his own fate ■with 
frantic imprecations. Uis companions, v ith a view 
of beguiling his sorrow, and manifesting their own 
hospitality at the same* time, changed tlie tojiic of 
discourse, and circulated the bumpers with great 
assiduity ; so that all their cares wen* ov(‘rM helmed 
and forgottc*!!, several drinking French catches 
were sung, and mirth and good fellowship prevaile<l. 

In the midst of this elevation, which commonly 
TinlocVs the most hidden sentiment, and dispels 
every consideration of caution and constraint, one 
of the entertainers, hihig more intoxicated than his 
fellows, pr<)p«)sed a toast, to wliieli I*er<‘grine willi 
Bome warmth excepti'd, as an immannerlv insult. 
Tlie other maintained Ins ju’oposilion with mdi*ecnt 
heat; and tlie dispute beginning to gnw very se¬ 
rious, the company inbTjMised, and gave judgment 
against their friend, mIjo was so keenly reproached 
and rebuked for this impolite behaviour, lliat he 
retired in high dudgeon, threatening to relinquish 
their society, and hnnKlIng them vvitii tlu* appella¬ 
tion of apostates from the eoimuon cause. jMorlified 
at the behaviour of their eomj)anioii, those that re¬ 
mained were earnest in tlieir apologies to their 
guests, whom liiey hesotighl to forgive his intem¬ 
perance, assuring them witli great confidence, that 
he ■w'ould, u])on tlie recovery of his retleetion, wait 
upon them in p(*rson, and ask ])ardon for tiu* um¬ 
brage be had given. Pickle was satisfied with their 
remonstrances, resinm><l his good humour, and the 
night being pretty far advanced, resisted all their 
importunities with winch he was eDtroaled to see 
another bottle go round, and Avas escorted to his 
own lodgings more than half seas over. Next 
morning, about eight o’clock, he was waked by Ins 
vulet-de-chambre, who told him that two of the 
gentlemen with whom he had spent the evening, 
were in the house, and desired the favour of being 
admitted into his chamber. Ife could not conceive 
the meaning of this extraordinary visit, and, order¬ 
ing his man to show them into his apartment, be¬ 
held the person who had affronted him enter, with 
the gentleman who hud reprehended his rudeness. 

lie who had given the offence, after having made 


an apology for disturbing Mr. Pickle, told him that 
liis friend there iiresent had been with him earlv 
that morning, and proposed the alternative of either 
lighting with liim immediately, or coming to beg 
pardon for his unmannerly deportment over night; 
that, though he had courage enough to face any 
man in the field in a righteous cause, he was not so 
brutal as to disobey the dictates of his own duty 
and reflection, in consequence of which, and not 
out of any regard to the otlier’s menaces, which lie 
des{)lscd, he liad now taken the liberty of inter¬ 
rupting I’is repose, that he might, as soon as possi¬ 
ble, atone for the injury he had doii<* him, which 
he protested was the eflect of intoxication alone, 
and begged his forgiveness accordingly. Our hero 
accepted of this acknowledgment very graciously, 
thanked the other geutleinan for the gallant part he 
had acted in his behalf; and, iicrceiving that his 
companion was a little Irritated at his otticious in¬ 
terposition, effected u reeouciliation, by convincing 
him that what he liud done was for the honour of 
the eoinpany. lie then kept them to breakfast, 
expressed a desire of seeing their situation alter' d 
for the better; and, the chaise being rejiaired, took 
leave of his entertainers, -who came to wisli him a 
good journey, and with his attendants left Boulogne 
for the second tim«. 


UITAPTEU XXXVII. 

proreeds for the Cnpital—Takos up liis LodRin;:^ at Jlcrnay, 
wiicrv lie tb uvurt^CTi hy Mr llruiibuck, whobc Head hu 
louRs ti; tortiiy. 

DtimNG this dav’s expedition, Mr. Jolter look nn 
op])orlunity of iinjiarting to his juipil tlie remarks 
he had made upon the industry of the Freneh, as 
an undeniable jtroof <»f which he bade him cast his 
eyes around, and oV>serve with a\ liat care every spot 
of ground vas cultivated; and, from the fertility 
of tluat province, ivlnch is reckoned the poorest in 
France, conceive the wealth and afllu<*nce of tlie 
nation in general. Peregrine, amazed as well as 
disgusted at this infatuation, answered, that tv hat 
he ascribed to industry was the eflect of mere 
wretchedness; the miserable peasants being obliged 
to plough up every inch of ground to satlsl'y tlieir 
op])resMve landlords, while they tliemselves and 
Ilnur cattle looked like so many images of famine ; 
that their extreme ]iOAerJy was evulent from the 
face of the country, on which there was not one 
enclosure to be seen, or any other object, except 
scanty crops of barley and oats, w liicii <m>u1(1 never 
reward the toil of the husbandman ; that their ha¬ 
bitations were no bettor than paltry huts; that, iu 
Iwi’iity miles of extent, not one gentleman’s house 
apfieared; that nothing avji.s more abject and for¬ 
lorn than the attire of their country people; that 
Ifie equipage of their travelling chaises was infi¬ 
nitely inferior to that of a dung-cart in England; 
and that the i>ostiIlion, who then drove tlieir car- 
riag<‘, had neither stockings to his legs, nor a shirt 
to his back. 

The governor, finding his charge so untractahle, 
resolved to leave him in the midst of his own ig¬ 
norance and prejudice, and reserve his observations 
tor those who would pay more deference to his 
opinion. And indeed this resolution lie had often 
made, and us often broke, in the transports of his 
zeal, that frcipienlly hurried him out of the plan of 
conduct which in his cooler moments he had laid 
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Qovn. Tlicy halted for a refreshment at Montreuil, 
and about seven in the evening arrived at a village 
called Bemay, -where, while they waited for fresh 
hoi’ses, they were informed by the landlord, that 
the gates of Abbeville -were shut every night 
jmnetually at eight o’elock, so that it would be im¬ 
possible for them to get admittance. He said, there 
was not another yjlace of entertainment on the road 
■«'lHTe they could pass the night; and therefore, as 
a friend, he advised them to stay at his house, where 
they would find the best of aecomniodalion, and pro¬ 
ceed upon their journt'y betimes in the morning. 

Mr. .loiter, though he had ti’iivelledon that road 
before, could not recollect whether or not mine 
host spoke truth; but his remonstrance being 
very plausible, (mr hero determined to follow his 
ad\iee, and, being eonciueted into an apartment, 
asked wliut they could have for sujjper. 'Phe land¬ 
lord mentioned every thing that was eatable in the 
house, and th<Mvliole being engrossed for the use 
of him and his attendants, he amused himself till 
such time as it should be <lressed, in strolling about 
the house, which stands in a very rural situation. 
While he thus hutered away the time that hung 
heavy on his hands, another chaise arrived at the 
inn; and, upon inejuiry, he found that the new 
comers w'cre lUr. 1 lorn beck and his lady. The 
landlord, eonseious of his inability to ent<*rtain this 
second comjniny, came and begged with great 
humiliation, that ]\lr. Viekle w’ould spaR" them 
sonio part of the victuals lie had bespoke; but ho 
refused to part M'ith so much tis the wing of a par- 
tri<lgc, though at the same time he sent his eoin- 
plliiients to the strangers, and, giving them to un¬ 
derstand how ill the house* was provided for their 
re<*eption, invited them to partake of his supiier. 
Mr. llornbeck, who w'as not deficient in point of 
politeness, and e^ttremely wfcll disposed for a re¬ 
lishing meal, which lie had n*ason to expec% from 
tlie savoury steam that iH^aed from the kitchen, 
could not resist this second instance of our young 
gentleman’s civility, whieh he acknowledged by a 
message, importing that he and his wdfe would do 
themselves the pleasure of profiting by liis courteous 
offer. I'eregrine’s cliei'ks glowed -wbeii he found 
himself on the eve of being acquainted with Mrs. 
Hornheek, of whose lu*art he had already made a 
eompiest in imagination; and he forthwitii set liis 
invention at -w’ork to contrive some means of de¬ 
feating her husband’s vigilance. 

When Knjiper was ready, lie in person gave 
notice to his guest, and leading the lady into his 
:tp:irtnji*nt, seated her in an elbo-w chair at the 
upptT end of the* table, sejueezing her hand, and 
darting a most insidious glance at the .same time, 
'fiiis abrupt behaviour ho practised, on tlie pro- 
Mmiption that a lady of her breeding was not to be 
addri'ssed with the tedious forms that must be ob¬ 
served in one’s advances to a jjcrson of birth and gen¬ 
teel ediK^atlou. In all probability liis calculation was 
just; for Mrs. Horubeck gave no signs of discon¬ 
tent at this sort of treatm<*nt, but, on the contrarj’, 
se(‘nied to consider it as a proof of the youjig gen¬ 
tleman’s regard; and though she did not venture to 
open her mouth three times during the whole re¬ 
list, she showed herself particularly well satisfied 
with her entertainer, by sundry sly and signi6cant 
looks, while her husband’s eyes were directed 
another way, and divers loud peals of laughter, 
signifyinjT her approbation of the sallies which he 
1 uttered iu the course of tlieir eonversalioii. Her 


spouse began to be very uneasy at the frank de¬ 
meanour of his yokefellow, whom lie endeavoured 
to check in lier vivacity, by assuming a severity of 
aspect; but whether she obeyed the dictates of her 
own disjiosition, which perhaps was merry and iin- 
resi'rveii, or wanted to punish Mr. Horubeck for 
his jealousy of temper, certain it is, her gaiety in¬ 
creased to such a degi’ee, that her husband was 
grievously alarmed and incensed at her conduct, 
and resolved to make her sensible of his dis¬ 
pleasure, by treading in secret upon her toes. He 
was, however, so diseoncerled by nis indignation, 
that he mistook his mark, and applied the sharp 
heel of his shoe to the side of Mr. Jolter's foot, 
comprehending his little toe that was studded with 
an angry corn, -vihieh he invaded wdth such a 
sudden jerk, that the governor, unable to endun* 
the torture in silence, started up, and, dancing on 
the floor, roari'd hideously with repeat<‘d bellow- 
ings, to the unspeakable enjoyment of Heregrine 
and the lady, -ubo laughed themselves almost into 
convulsions at the joke, Hornheek, confoundeil at 
the mistake he liad committed, begged })anl<m of 
the injured tutor -with great contrition, protesting 
that tin* blow lu* had so unfortunately received was 
intended for an ngly cur which he thought iiad 
posted himself under the table. It -wa.s lucky for 
Inm that there was actually a dog in the room, to 
justify this excuse, -wdneh .loiter ailmitted with the 
b'urs running over his cheeks; and the economy of 
the tahl(‘ was recomposed. 

As soon, bo-wever, as the strangers could with 
decency w’ithdniw, this t>us]»icious husband to<»k 
bis leave of the youth, on jiretenec of being fatigued 
■with liis journey, after having, by w-ay of eom- 
pliment, proposed that they slmuld travel together 
next day; and T(‘regrine handed the lady to her 
chamber, -where he -wished h(‘r good night w’ith 
another warm squeeze, -which she returned, 'Plus 
favourable hint made Ids heart bound with a 
transport of joy; he lay in wait for an opportunity 
of declaring himself, and seeing the husband go 
down into the yard with a candle, glided softly 
into his apartment, where he found her almost 
undressed. Impelled hy the impetuosity of his 
})assi<m, which was still more inffamed by her j>re- 
sent luscious apjiearance, and encouraged by the 
afiprobation she had already exjiressed, he ran 
towards her with eagerness, crying, “ Zonmls! 
madam, your charms are irresistible!’’ and without 
further ceremony, would have eias])ed her in his 
anus, had she not begged him, for the love of God, 
to retire, for should Mr. Ilonibeek return and find 
him there, she -would be undone for ever. He was 
not so blinded by his ]uission, but that he saw' the 
reasonableness of her fear, and as he could not pre¬ 
tend to crown liis -wishes at that interview', he 
avowed himself her lover, assured her that lie 
would cxliaust liis w'liole invention in finding a 
proper opportunity for throwing himself at her 
feet; and iu the mean time he ravished sundry 
small favours, which she, in the hurry of her fright, 
could not withhold from his impudence of address. 
Having thus happily settled the preliminaries, he 
withdrew to his own chamber, and spent the whole 
night in contriving stratagems to elude the jealous 
caution of his fellow-traveller. 

CIIATTEli XXXVIIL 

They stft out in pompany, Breakfast at AbbevilV. T>*?te tl 

Amiens, and about Eleven o’CIork arrive at Chantilly 
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where Peregrine Executeit a Plan which he had concerted 
upon Hornbeck. 

The whole company, by agreement, rose an<l de« 
parted before day, and breakfasted at Abbeville, 
where they became acquainted with the finesse of 
their Rernay landlord, who had imposed upon 
tliem, in affirming that they would not have b(*en 
Admitted after the gates were shut. From thence 
they proceeded to Amiens, where they dined, and 
were pestered by begging friars; and the roads 
being deep, it was eleven oVloek at night hed'ore 
they reached Chantilly, where they found supper 
already dressed, in consequence of having de¬ 
spatched the valet-dc-chanibre before them on 
horseback. 

The constitution of Hornbeck being very much 
impaired by a life of irregularity, he found him¬ 
self so fatigued with his day’s journey, which 
amounUid to upwards of m hundred miles, that, 
when he sat down at table, he conld scarcely sit 
upright; and in less than three minutes, began to 
nod in his chair. Teregrinc, who had foreseen 
and provided for this occasion, advised liim to ex¬ 
hilarate his s])irits with a glus^of wine; and the 
projjosal being embraced, tipped his vulet-de- 
^hambre the wink, who, according to the instruc¬ 
tions he had received, (qualified tluj Jlurgundy with 
thirty drops of laudanum, which this unfortunate 
husband swallow'cd in one glass. The dose co¬ 
operating w ilU Ins former drowsiness, lulled liim 
so fast asleep, as it wore instantaneously, that it 
was found necessary to convoy him to his own 
chairiher, where his footman undressed and imthim 
to bed. Nor was ilolter, naturally of a sluggish 
disposition, able to resist his j)rnpensity to sleej), 
without suffering divers dreadful yawns, which 
pTicouraged Ids puj)il to administer the same dose 
to him, which had operated so successfully upon tlu‘ 
other Argus. Tfiis cordial had not such a gentle 
effect upon th<* rugged organa of »Iolter, as upon 
the more delicate nerves of Hornbeck; but dis- 
v'overed itself in certain involuntary startings, and 
convulsive motions in the muscles of his face ; and 
when his nature at length yieldetl to the power of 
this medicine, he sounded the truinj)et s<» loud 
through his nostrils, that our adventurer was alraid 
the noise would wake his other patient, and con¬ 
sequently prevent the accomplishment ()f Ids aim. 
The governor w’as therefore (•omndtte<l to the euro 
of Pipes, who lugged him into the next room, and 
having stripped off his elotlies, tumbled him into 
his nest, while the two lovers remained at full 
liberty to indulge their mutual passion. 

IVregi'ine in the impatience of his inclination, 
would have finished the fate of Hornbeck imme¬ 
diately ; but Ids inamorata disap])rove(l of his in¬ 
tention, and represented that their being together 
by themselves for any length of time, would be ob¬ 
served by her servant, who was kept as a spy upon 
her actions; so that they had recourse to another 
scheme, which w'as executed in this manner:—He 
conducted her into her own npurtment, in presence 
of her footman, who lighted them thither, and, 
wishing her good rest, returned to his own cham¬ 
ber, w'here he W’uited till every thing w-as quiet in 
the house; then, stealing softly to her door, which 
had boon left open for his adndssion in tlu* dark, 
he found the husband still secure in the embraces 
of sleep, and the lady in a loose gown, i*eady to seal 
his lumpiness. He conveyed her to his ow'u cham¬ 
ber, but his guilty passion w'os not gratified. 


The opium which had been given to Jolter, to¬ 
gether with the w’ine he had drank, produced such 
a perturbation in his fancy, that he was visited with 
horrible dreams, and, among other miserable situa¬ 
tions, imagined himself in danger of perishing in 
the flames, which he thought had taken hold on his 
apartment. 'J'his vision made such an impression 
upon his faculties, that he alarmed the whole house 
with the re])eatcd cries of fire!—fire !—and even 
leaped out of his bed, though he still continued fast 
asleep. Tlie lovers were very disagreeably dis¬ 
turbed by this dreadful exclamation, and ^Irs. 
Hornbeck, running in great confusion to the door, 
had the mortification to se(» the footman, with a 
light in his hand, enter her husband's chamber, in 
order to give him notice of this accident. She 
knew that she would bo instantly missed, and could 
easily divine the consequence, unless her invention 
could immediately trump up some plausible excuse 
for her absence. 

Women arc naturally fruitful of expedients in 
cases of such emergency : she employed but a few 
seconds in recollection, and rushingdireetly towards 
the apartment of the governor, who still continued 
to hollow in the same note, exclaimed, in a scream¬ 
ing tone, “Lord have mercy upon us!—where?— 
where?” Ey this time all the servants were as¬ 
sembled in strange attire? IVregriue burst into 
flolt-er’s roam, and seeing him stalking in his shirt, 
with his eyes shut, bestowed such a slap upon hi.s 
back, as in a moment dissolved his dream, and re¬ 
stored him to the use of his senses. He was asto- 
nish(*d and asliamed at being discover(‘d in such an 
indecent attitude; and taking refuge under the 
eiotlies, asked pardon of all })resent lor the distur¬ 
bance lie had occasioned; soliciting, with great 
htnnilily, the forgivcnc.ss of the lady, who, to a 
miracle, counterfeited the utmost agitation of ter¬ 
ror ami surprise. M(‘anwhiic, Hornheek being 
awakened by the rei)eated efforts of his man, no 
sooner understood that his wife was missing, than 
all the chimeras of jealousy taking possession of his 
imagination, he started up in a sort of frenzy, and 
snatching his sword, flew straight to ]*eregrine's 
chamber; wlicre, though he found not that which 
he looked for, he unluckily perceived an under- 
])ettieoat, which his w’ife hud forgot in the hurry of 
her retreat. This discovery added fuel to the flame 
of his resentment. He seized the fatal proof of his 
dishonour, ami meeting his spouse in her return to 
bed, presented it t() her view, saying, with a most 
exi)rcssive countenance, “ Wadam, you have drop¬ 
ped your under-pettieoat in the next room.” Mrs. 
1 lornheek, who inherited from nature a most admi¬ 
rable presence of mind, looked earnestly at the ob¬ 
ject in <piesti(ui, and with incredible serenity of 
countenance, affirmed that the petticoat must belong 
to tlie house, for she had none such in lier posses¬ 
sion. ]*eregrine, wlio w'alked behind her, hearing 
this asseveration, immediately interpost'd, and pul¬ 
ling Hornbeck by the sleeve into his chamber, 
“ Gads zooks!” said he, “ w'hat business had you 
with that petticoat? Can't you let a young fellow 
enjoy a little amour w ith an innkeeper’s daughter, 
without exj»osing his infirmities to your wife? 
i’shuw! that's so malicious, because you have quit¬ 
ted these adventures yourself, to spoil the s]>ort of 
otlier people.” T’lic poor husband was so eon- 
founded at the effrontery of his wife, and this cava¬ 
lier declaration of the young man, that Ins faith 
began to waver; he distrusted his ow'n conscious 
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diffidence of temper, which, that lie might not ox- 
po&e, he expressed TM>doul>ts ol' reivgrine’s veracity, 
but, asking pardon for the mistake lie hud com- 
initted, retired. He was not yet satisfied with the 
beliaviour of his ingenious helpmate, hut, on the 
contrary, determined to inquire more minutely into 
the eireumstances of this adventure, whieh turned 
out so little to his satisfaction, that he ordered his 
servant to get every thing ready for his departure 
hy break of day; and wlien our adventurer ros(‘ 
next morning, he found that his feilow-travellers 
v'ere gone above three hours, th{)ugh they had 
agreed to stay all the forenoon, >^1111 a view of see¬ 
ing the Prince of (londe’s p.alaee, and to proceed 
ail together for Paris in the afternoon. 

]^•regri^e was a little chagrined when he under¬ 
stood that h(‘ was so suddenly deprived of this un- 
tasied morsel; and Jolter could not conceive th(‘ 
meaning of their abrupt and uncivil disajipearanee, 
Mhich, after many profound conjectures, he ac- 
c(»uiited lor, hy supposing that Hornbeck was some 
sliarper M-ho liad nm away with an heiress, M’hom 
h(‘ found it necessary to conceal from the inquiry 
of her friends. 

'I’lie pupil, who was well assured of the true mo¬ 
tive, allowecl his governor to enjoy the triumpli of 
Ins own penetration, and consoled himself with the 
hope of seeing his Jluleinca again at some of the 
public places in i’arls, which ho pro]>osed to fre¬ 
quent. '’J’hus comforted, he visited the magnificent 
stables and palace of Chantilly, and immediately 
after dinner they set out for IVris, where they 
arrived in the evening, and hired apartments at 
an hotel in the Pauxhourg St. Germaine, not far 
from the plaj house. 

(‘IIAPTKIl XXXIX. 

He if> Involved in an Adventure at i’ariR, and taken Prisoner 

liy the t’lty-tmurd—Heronu'S acquainted wuh ft Fiencli 
Nolilmiian, who introduces lum in tlie Beau Mundu 
'riir.Y were no sooner settled in these hidgings than 
OUT hero wrote to his uncle an account of their safe 
arrival, and sent another letter to his friend Gaunt¬ 
let, with a very tender billet enclosi-d for his dear 
Kniilia, to wljom he repeated all his former vows of 
coiistaiicy and love. 

'I’he next care that engrossed him was that of 
bespeaking several suits of clothes suitable to the 
Knmch mode; and, in the mean time, he never 
ajqieurcd abroad, except in the English cofieehonse, 
where lie soon became ae(|uainted with some of his 
ov’H eounlryiiien, who were at J’aris on the same 
footing with himself. The third evening after his 
journey, he was engaged in a party of those young 
sparks at the house of a noted traiteur, whose wife 
was remarkably handsome, and otherwise extremely 
well qualified for alluring customers to her house. 
To this lady our young gentleman was introduced 
as a stranger fresh from England; and be was 
charmed with her personal accomplishments, as 
Well as with the freed<mi and gaiety of her conver¬ 
sation. Her frank deportment persuaded him that 
she was one of those kind creatures who granted 
favours to the best bidder; on this supposition he 
began to be so importunate in his addresses, that 
the fair Bmirgeoise was compelled to cry aloud in 
defence of her own virtue. Her husband ran ini- 
Juediately to her assistance, and, finding her in a 
very alarming situation, flew upon her ravisher 
with such fury, that he was fain to quit his prey, 
vid turn against the exasperated traiteur* whom 
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no punished without mercy for bis impudent in¬ 
trusion. 'I'lie lady, seeing her j^oke-fellow treated 
with .so little respect, esjioused Ins cause, and fixing 
her nails in his antagonist’s face, scarified all one 
side of his nose, ’fhe noise of this encounter brought 
all the servants of the house to the rescue of their 
master, and T’eregrine’s company opposing them, 
a general battle ensued, in which the Eroneh were 
totally routed, the wife insulted, and the husband 
kicked down stairs. 

'I'lie publican, enragea at the indignity which had 
been offered to him and his family, went out into 
the street, and imidored the ])rotcction of the guet 
or cit)-guard, which, having heard his complaint, 
fixed their bajonels and surrounded the door, to 
the number of twelve or fourteen, llu* young 
gentlemen, flushed w’ith tlieir success, and con¬ 
sidering the soldiers as so many London watchmen, 
whom they had often put to flight, drew their 
swords, and sallied out, with Peregi-lne at their 
head. Whether tlie guard respected them as fo¬ 
reigners, or inexperienced youtlis Intoxicated with 
liquor, they opened to right and left, and gave 
them room to {lass without opposition. '^Phis com¬ 
plaisance, wliich w’as the effect of compassion, 
lieiiig misinterpreted by the English leader. In* out 
of mere wantonness attempted to ttip up the heels 
of the soldier that stood next him, but failed in the 
execution, and received a blow on Ins breast with , 
tlie butt end of his fusil, that made him stagger 
Ki'veral paces backward. Jneensed at this amiacious 
ajiplieation, the w hole company charged the detacli- 
luezit sword in hand, and, after an obstinate en¬ 
gagement, in wliich divers wounds were given and 
received, every soul of them was taken, and con¬ 
veyed to the main-guard. 'I'lie commanding oflicer, 
being made aeipiamted w'itii the circumstances of 
the quarnd, in consideration of their joutli and 
national ferocity, for which the Erencli make large 
allowances, set them all at libertj, after having 
gently rebuked them for the irn'gularity and in¬ 
solence of their conduct; so that all our hero 
acquired by his gallantry and courage, was a 
number of scandalous marks u|K>n his visage, that 
confined him a whole week to his elianiher. It was 
imjKissible to conceal this disaster from aMr. Jolter, 
who, liaving obtained intelligence of tlu* }>articulai s, 
did not fail to remonstrate against the raslmess of 
the adventure, which, he observed, must have been 
fatal to tliem, had their enemies been other than 
Erencliimm, wlio, of all people under tlu* sim, 
most rigorously observed the laws of liospitality. 

As the governor's acquaintance lay chiefly among 
Irish and I'lnglish jiriests, and a sot of low people 
who live by making themselves necessary to 
strangers, either in teaching the Erench language, 
or executing small commissions with v hich they 
are intrusted, he w’as not the most proper person 
in the world for regulating the taste of a young 
gentleman who travelled for improvement in ex¬ 
pectation of making a figure one day in his owm 
country. Being conscious of his own incapacity, 
he contented himself with the office of a steward, 
and keptafaithfiil account of all the money that wafi 
disbursed in the course of theirfaiuily expense; not 
but that he was acquainted with all the places which 
were visited hy strangers on their first arrival at 
Paris; and he knew to a Hard what was commonly 
given to the Sw’iss of each remarkable hotel; 
though, with respect to the curious painting and 
statuary that cv^ry where abound in that metro- 
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polls, he was more ignorant than the domestic that 
attends for a livre a day. 

In short, Mr. Jolter could give a very good 
account of the stages on the road, and save the 
expense of Antonini’s detail of tlie curiosities in 
Paris; he was a connoisseur in ordinaries, from 
twelve to live-and-thirty livres, knew all the rates 
of a fiacre and a remise, could dispute with a taileur 
or a traiteur upon the articles of his bill, and scold 
the servants in tolerable French. But the laws, 
customs, and genius of the people, the characters of 
individuals, and scenes of polished life, were sub¬ 
jects which he bud neither opportunities to observe, 
inclination to consider, nor diseernment to dis¬ 
tinguish. AH his maxims w'ere the suggestions of 
pedantry and prejudice; so tliat his perceptioti 
w'as obscured, his judgment biassed, his address 
awkward, and his conversatioti absurd and iin- 
entertaining; yet such as I have represented tliis 
tutor, is the greatest part of those animals who lead 
raw boys about the world, under the denominatiou 
of travelling governors. Peregrine, therefore, being 
perfectly well acquainted with the extent of Mr. 
Jolter’s abilities, never dreamed of consulting him 
in the dispe^ition of his conduct, but parcelled out 
his time according to the dictates of his own ro- 
fleetiou, and the information and direction of his 
companions, who had lived longer in France, and 
j consequently were better acquainted with the 
pleasures of the place. 

As soon as be was in a condition to appear a la 
Francaise, he hired a gCMiteel chariotby the* immlh, 
made the tour of the Luxembourg gallery, Palais 
Koyul, all the remarkable hotels, clmrehes, and 
celebrated jdaces in l^aris; visited St. Cloud, Marli, 
VcTsuillcs, Trianon, St. (Jennaino, and Fontaine¬ 
bleau t enjoyed the opera, masquerades, Italian and 
French comedy; and seldom failed of appearing 
in tile public walks, in hopes of meeting with Mrs. 
Hornbeek, or sonic adventure suited to his romantic 
disposition. He never doubted that his person 
would attract the notice of some distinguished 
inamorata, and was vain enough to believe that 
few fenialti hearts were able to resist the artillery 
of his accomplishments, should he once find an 
ojiportunity of planting it to advantage. lie pre¬ 
sented himself, however, at all the spectacles for 
many weeks, without reaping the fruits of his 
expectation; and began to entertain a very in¬ 
different idea of French diseernment, wliicli bad 
overlooked him so long, when one day, in liis way 
to the opera, his chariot m’us stopped by an embarras 
ill the street, occasioned by two peasants, wdio, 
Laving driven their carts against each other, 
quarrelled, and went to loggerheads on the spot. 
ISueh a rencontre is so uncommon in France, that 
the people shut up their shops, and from their 
windows tlirew cold water upon the combatants, 
with a view of putting an end to the battle, which 
was maintained witli great fury and very little 
skill, until one of them receiving an a<‘cidental full, 
the other took the advantage of this misfortune, and 
fastening upon him as he lay, began to thump the 
pavement with Lis head. Our hero’s pquipage 
being detained close by the field of this contention, 
Pipes could not bear to see the laws of boxing so 
scandalously transgressed, and, Icajiing from his 
station, pulled the offender from liis antagonist, 
whom he raised up, and, in the English language, 
encouraged to a second essay, instructing him at 
the same time, by clenching his fists according to 


art, and putting himself in a proper attitude. Thu« 
confirmed, the enraged carman sprung upon big 
foe, and in all appearance w'ould have effectually 
revenged the injury he had sustained, if he had 
not been prevented by the interposition of a lacquey 
belonging to a nobleman, whose coach was obliged 
to halt in consequence of the dispute, lliis foot¬ 
man, who was distinguished by a cane, descending 
from his post, without the least ceremony or ex¬ 
postulation, began to employ his weapon upon the 
head and shoulders of the peasant who had been 
patronized by I’ipes; upon which'I'homas, resenting 
such ungenerous behaviour, bestowed such a sto¬ 
macher upon the officious intermeddler, osdiscom- 
jjosed the whole economy of his entrails, and 
obliged him to discharge the interjection Ah I with 
demonstrations of great anguish and amazement. 
'I'he other two footmen who stood behind the 
coach, seeing their fellow servant so insolently 
assaulted, flew to his assistance, and rained a most 
disagreeable shower upon the head of his aggressor, 
who had no means of diversion or defence. Fere- 
griiie, though he did not approve of Tom's conduct, 
could not bear to see him so roughly handled, 
especially as he thought his own honour concerned 
in the fray, and therefore quitting his machine, 
earne to the rescue of his attendant, and charged 
his adversaries sword in hand. Two of them no 
sooner perceived this reinforcement than they 
betook themselves to flight; and Pipes, having 
twisted the cane out of the hands of tlie third, 
belaboured him so unmercifully, tluit our liero 
thought proper to interpose* his authority in his 
behalf. The common people stood agliasl at tins 
unprecedented boldness of Fiekle, who, uii{l(‘r- 
standing that the person wliosc servants lie luul 
disciplined was a general and prince of tiu* blood, 
went up to the coach, and asked pardon for w hat he 
had done, imputing his own behaviour to Ins 
ignorance of the other’s (piality. 'L'he ol<l nobleman 
ai’ceptcd of liis aj)oiogy with great jioliteiiehs, 
thanking him for the trouble he had taken to reform 
the manners of his domestics; and guessing from 
our youth's apjieanuiei*, that lie was some stranger 
of condition, ver} courteously invited him into the 
coach, on the supposition that they were both 
going U) the opera. Ihckle gladly embraced this 
opportunity of becoming acquainted wiLli a jmtsou 
of such rank, and, ordering his own chariot to 
follow', accompanied the eount to his loge, where 
he conversed with him during the wliole enter¬ 
tainment. 

He soon perceived that T’eregrinc was not de¬ 
ficient in spirit or sense, and seemed particularly 
pleased with his engaging manner and easy deport¬ 
ment, qualifications for which the English nation is 
by no means remarkable jn France, and therefore 
the more conspicuous and agreeable in the ciiaraeter 
of our hero, whom the nobleman carried home 
that same evening, and introduced to Ids lady and 
several persons of fa.shion, who supped at his house. 
IVregrine was quite captivated by their affable 
behaviour and the vivacity of their discourse; and, 
after having been honoured with particular marks 
of consideration, took his leave, fully determined to 
cultivate such a valuable acquaintance., 

His vanity suggested, that now the time was 
come w'hen he should profit by his talents among 
the fair sex, on whom he resolved to employ his 
utmost art and address. With this view he assi¬ 
duously engaged in all parties to which he hud 
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access T)y menus of his noble friend, ■who let slip no 
ojiportuiiit}' of pnitifyinp his ambition, lie, for 
some time, shared in all his amusements, and was 
entertained in many of the best families ofPrunee; 
but he did not long enjoy that elevation of hope, 
wbicli hud flattered his imagination, lie soon per¬ 
ceived that it would be irnpossllile to maintain tlie 
honourable connexions be had made, w'ithout en¬ 
gaging every day at quadrille, or, in other words, 
losing his money ; for every person of rank, wbe- 
tluT male or female, was a professed gamester, who 
knew and practised all the linesse of tlie art, of 
which he was entirely ignorant. Hesides, he began 
to tlnd himself a mere novice in French gallantry, 
whicli is supporh'd by an amazing volubility of' 
tongue, an obsecpiious and incredible allention to 
tniles, a surprising facility of laughing out of ynire 
conipiaisance, and a nothingness of conversation, 
whicii be could never attain. In short, <»iir hero, ; 
wlio, among his own countrymen, would have 
passed for a sju lglitly entertaining fellow, was con¬ 
sidered in the brilliant assemblies of France as a 
youth of a very phlegmatic disjiosition. Ko wonder 
then that his pride was niortihed at his own want 
of importance, which he did not fail to ascribe to 
their defect In iioiiil of judgment and taste. Jle 
coiiceived a disgust at the mercenary eoiubict, as 
well as the shallow intellects of the ladies; and, 
aitiT be had s])ent some months, and a round sum 
<jt' inoiiej, in fruitless attendance and addres.>es, he 
l.arlv quitted the pursuit, ami consoled himself ■with 
tli(‘ conversation of a nii’rry Jidv dv joh\ w iiost* good 
graces he actjuired by an allowance of twenty lotus 
j>er month, 'riial lie might the more easily afford 
this expense, be dismisvi'd his clianot and French 
lac(|u<‘y at the same tune. 

lie then entereil himself in a noted academy, in 
order to finish his extuvises, and (‘onlracled an 
acquaintance with a few sensible jieople, whom he 
distinguished at tli(' coflee-house ami ordinary to 
wiiich he resorted, and who contributed not a little 
to the imiwovemcnt of his knowledge and taste. 
For. jirejudice apart, it must he ovvncil that France 
abounds with men of conMimmale honour, profound 
sagacity, and the most Ulieru! education. From 
the conver.salion of such, he olitained a distinct 
idea of their government and constitution ; and 
tliough he could not helji admiring the excellent 
order and <‘con(>my of tlieir police, liie result ol'all 
his UKjuines w’as s(‘lf-eongratuialion on his title to 
the privileges of a llritish subject. Indeed this in¬ 
valuable birthright was rendered eonsjiicuous by 
sueli flagrant occurrences, w'hieli fell every day 
almost iind(*r Ins ohs(*rvation, that nothing but the 
grossest prejudice could disimte its existence. 

CHAPTER XL. 

Ac({mrc8 a distinot Idea ot the Kieiicli Government—Quar¬ 
rel, with a Moiisqnetaire, whom he alu-twaicih finius ana 
'anquishcs, after having punjNhed Iiimfoi mtcileiing in 
hib ainoious llerjc.illnns. 

Among many other instances of the same nature, I 
believe it will not be amiss to exhibit a few sjioci- 
nieiifi of their administration, which hap])encd dur- 
iug hi.s abode at Paris, that those who have not the 
opi>ortunity of observing for themselves, or are in 
danger of being influenced by misrepresentation, 
may comjTare their own condition with that of their 
nejphbours, and do justice to the constitution under 
which they live. 
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A lady of distinguished character having been 
lampooned by some obscure scribbler, w’ho could 
not be discovered, the ministry, in consequence of 
her complaint, ordered no fewer than five-and- 
twenty ahbes to be apiirehcndcd and sent to the 
Ilastilc, on the maxim of Herod, when he com¬ 
manded the innocents to be murdered, hojiing that 
the princijial object of his cruelty would not escape 
in tiui general calamity; and the friends of tho.se 
unha{)j)y jirisoners durst not even complain of tiie 
unjn.st jierseeiuion, but shrugged up tlieir shoulders, 
and, in .silenee, deplored their misfortune, uncertain 
whether or not they should ever set eyes on them 
again. 

About the same time a gentleman of family, who 
had been oppre.ssed by a certain powerful duke 
that liv<*d in the neighbourhood, found means to he 
introduced to the king, who, receiving his petition 
very gi'aciously, askc(l in what reginumt lie served; 
and, when the memorialist answered, that he had 
not the honour of being in the service, returned 
the pajier unopened, ;uid refused to hear one cir- 
cumstanee of his eomplaint; so that, far from being 
redri'ssed, he remahu'd more than ever (‘Xposed to 
the tyrnmiy of his oppressor. Nay, so not<irjou8is 
the discouragement of all those who presume to 
live independent of court favour and eoiniexions, 
that one of the gentlenum, wl«)s<‘ friendship P<*re- 
grine eullivated, frankly owned he was in jioj^se.s- 
sion of a most romantic ]>lac*e in one of tlic 
])roviuces, and deeply enamoured of a country 
life; and }(‘t he durst not reside njion his own 
(‘.state, lest, h} slackening in Ins attendanee upon 
the great, who honoured him w ith tlunr protection, 
he should fall a i>r<*y to some rapacious inl(‘ndaiit. 

As for the commou peoiile, they are so much 
inured to the seourge and insolence of jiowcr. that 
esery shabby suhultern, ev(*ry hefgaiiy cadet of 
tlie noblesse, everj low retainer to the court, insults 
and injures them with imi>uuity. A certain ('caver, 
or hons’e f3(*aler, belongi^ng to the king, being one 
day under tlie hands of a harher, who haiipened to 
out the hiwl of a piinjih* on his fa(‘e, he started tqi, 
and drawing hi.s sword, w'ounded him desiierately 
in the shoulder. The poor tradesman, hurt as he 
was, made an effort to retire, and was l'ollowi‘d by 
this barbarous assassin, who, not contented with 
the vengeance he had taken, jdunged his sword a 
.second time into his body, and killed liim on the 
spot. Having jicrforiucd this inhuman exjiknt, he 
dressed himself with great dLdiheration, and, going 
to Versailles, immediately obtained a pardon for 
what lie had done; triumphing in his brutality 
w'ith such insolence, that the very next time he had 
occasion to be sliaved, he sat with his .sword ready 
drawn, in order to repeat the murder, in case the 
barber should comndt the same mistake. Yet so 
tamed are those poor peojde to subjection, that 
when Feregrine mentioned this assassination to his 
own trimmer, with exjiression.s of horror and de¬ 
testation, the infatuated wretch replied, that with¬ 
out all doubt it was a niislortune, hut it proceeded 
from the goutleman’s jiussiou; and observed, by 
way of encomium on the government, that such 
vivacity is never jmnished in France. 

A few days after this outrage was committed, 
our youth, wiio was a professed enemy to all op¬ 
pression, being in one of the first logos at the 
comedy, was eye witness of an adventure, which 
tilled him ■with indignation. A tall ferocious fellow, 
in the parterre, without the least provocation, but 
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rompted by the mere wantoBBCSs of pride, took 

old of the hat of a very decent young man, who 
happened to stand before him, and twirled it round 
upon his head. The party thus offended turned to 
the aggressor, and civilly asked the reason of such 
treatment, but he received no answer; and when 
he looked the other way, the iiibult was repeated. 
Upon which he expressed his resentment as became 
a man of spirit, and desired tht? offeiuler to walk 
out with him. No sooner did he thus si^ify his 
intention, than his adversary, swelling with rage, 
cocked his hat fiercely in his face, and, fixing Jiis 
hands in his sides, pronounced with the most im¬ 
perious tone, “Hark ye, Mr.Kound Periwig, you 
must know that I am a mousquetaire.” i^earee 
had this awful word escaix'd from his lips, when 
the blood forsook the lips of the poor challenger, 
who, with tile most abject submisbion, hegg<,*d par¬ 
don for his presumption, and with difficulty ob¬ 
tained it, on condition that he should immediately 
(|uit the place. Having thus exercised his autho¬ 
rity, he turned to one of his comjianions, and, with 
an air of disdainful ridicule, told him he was like 
to have had an affair with a Bourgetus; adtling, by 
way of heightening the irony, “ Kgad I 1 believe 
he’s a physician.” 

Our hero was so much shocked and irritated at 
this licentious behaviour, that he could not sujipress 
his resentment, which he manifcKted, by saying to 
this Hector, “Sir, a physician may be a man of 
honour.” To this remonstrance, which was de¬ 
livered with a very significant countenance, the 
mousquetaire made no other reply, but that of 
echoing his assertion with a loud laugh, in which 
he was joined by his confederates. Peregrine, 
glowing with resentment, called him a Fanfartmy 
and withdrew in expectation of being follow'ed into 
the street. The other understood tlie hint, and a 
rencontre must have ensued, had not the ottieer of 
the guard, who overheard what pa‘.s<*d, prevented 
their meeting, by putting the motiscjuetuire imme¬ 
diately under arrest, ()ur young gentleman waited 
at the door of the parterre, until he was informed 
of this interposition, and then went home very 
much eluigHned'at his disapi>omtment j for he w’as 
an utter stranger to fear and diffidence on those 
occasions, and had set his iieart upon chastising 
the insolence of tills bully, who hud treated him 
with sneh disresjieet. 

This adventure was not so private but that it 
reached the ears of Mr. .loiter, by the canal of some 
English gentlemen who were present when it haj»- 
pened; and the governor, who entertained a most 
drea<lful idea of the mousciuctaries, being alarmed 
at u quarrel, the corisequeiiee of which might be 
fatal to his charge, waited on the British ambas- 
aador, and begged he would take IVregrim* under 
bis immediate protection. His exeelleney, having 
heard the circumstances of the dispute, sent one of* 
his gentlemen to invite the youth to dinner; ami, 
after having assured him that he might depend 
upon his countenance and regard, represented the 
rashness aud impetuosity of his conduct so much 
to his conviction, that he promised to act more 
circumspectly for the future, and drop all thoughts 
of the niousipictaire from that moment. 

A few days after ho had taken this laudable re¬ 
solution, Pipes, wIk) had carried a billet to his 
mistress, informed him that he had perceived a 
laced hat lying upon a marble slab in her ajiart- 
Dienti and that, when she canic out of her own 


chamber to reeeVc the letter, she appeared in ma¬ 
nifest disorder. 

From these iunts of intelligence, our young gen¬ 
tleman suspeett-d, or rather made no doubt of her 
infidelity; and, oeing by this time well nigh cloyed 
w'lth jiossession, was not sorry to find that she had 
given him cause to renounce her eorresiiondenee. 
I'hat he might therefore detect her in the very 
breach of duty, and at the same time punish the 
gallant who had the presumption to invade liis ter¬ 
ritories, he concerted with himself a plan, which 
was executed in this manner. During his next 
interview with his dulcinea, far from diseovering 
the least sign of jealousy or discontent, he affected 
the appearance of extraordinary foudness; and, 
after having spent the afternoon with the show of 
uncommon satisfaction, told her he was engaged in 
a jiarty for Fontainebleau, and would set out from 
Fans that*same evening; so that he should not 
have the pleasure of seeing her again for some days. 

I’he lady who was very well versed in the arts of 
her occupation, pretended to receive this piece of 
news with gr<*at affliction, and conjured him, with 
such marks of real tenderness, to ivtnru as soon as 
possible to her longing arms, that by went away 
almost convinced of her sincerity. Determined, 
however, to prosecute his scheme, he actually de¬ 
parted from i^aris with two or three gentlemen of 
ills acquaintance, who had hired a remise for a 
jaunt to Versailles; and, having accompanied them 
as far as the village of Basse, returned in the dusk 
of the evening on foot. 

Ho waited patiently till midnight, and then arming 
himself with a case of pocket jiistols, and attended 
by trusty Tom, with a cudgel in his hand, repaired 
to the lodgings of his susp<*eted inamorata. Having 
given Pqies his cue, he knocked gently at tlie door, 
wduch was no sooner opened by the lacquey, than 
he bolted in, before the fellow could recollect him¬ 
self from the coniusion occasioned by his unexpected 
apf>earanc<*; and, leaving 'I'om to guard the door, 
ordered the trenihliiig valet to light him up stairs 
into his lady's apartment. The first object that 
presented itself to his view, when he entered the 
antiehamher, was a sword upon the talde, wliieh he 
immediately seized, exclaiming lu a loud and me¬ 
nacing voice, that his unstress was false, and then 
in bed with anotlier gallant, whom lie would in¬ 
stantly put to death. 'J'lns declaration, confirmed 
by many terrible oaths, be calculated for the hearing 
of his rival, who, understanding liis sanguinary 
purpose, started up in great trepidation, and, naked 
as he was, dropped from tlie balcony into the street, 
while Feregrine thundered at the door for adinit- 
anee; and guessing his design, gave him an oppor¬ 
tunity of making this precipitate reti’eat. i'ipes, who 
stood sentinel at tlie door, observing the fugitive 
descend, attacked him with his cudgel, and sweating 
him from one end of the street to the other, at last 
eommilled him to the guet, by whom he was con¬ 
veyed to the officer on duty in a most disgraceful 
and deplorable condition. 

Meanwhile, Peregrine having burst open the cham¬ 
ber door, found the lady in the utmost dread ami 
consternation, and t hespoils of her favourite scattered 
about tlu* room ; but his resentment was doubly 
gratified, when he learnt upon inejuiry, that the 
jierson w ho had been so disagreeably intcTrujited 
w’as no other than that individual mousquetaire, 
with whom he hud (piarelled at tlu comedy. He 
upbraided the nyuiidi with her perfidy and iiigi’at!- 



PiiREGRINE PICKLE. 


23d 


tudo, and, telling her that she must not expect tlio 
continuance of liis regard, or the appointments 
■whicli fiho had hitherto enjoyed from his bounty, 
■went home to his own lodgings, overjoyed at the 
issue of the adventure. 

The soldier, exasperated at the disgrace he had 
undergone, as well as at the outrageous insult of tlie 
English valet, whom he believed his master had 
tutored for that purpose, no sooner extricated him¬ 
self from the opprobrious situation, he had incurred, 
than, breathing vengeance against the author of 
the atfnmt, be came to Peregrine’s apartment, 
and demanded satisfaction upon the ramparts next 
morning before sun-rise. ()ur hero assured him, 
he wt>uld not fail to pay his resp(*cts to him at the 
time and jdaee appointed ; and, foreseeing that he 
iniglit be prevented from keeping this engagement 
by the oflicious care of his governor, who saw the 
mousfjuetaire come in, he told Mr. dollcr, that tlie 
Frenclunun had visited liiin in consequence of an 
order he had received from his superiors, to make 
an apology for his rude behaviour to him in the 
playhouse, and that they had parted good friends. 
This assurance, together with Iriekle’s very tran<]uil 
and uuconoorned behaviour througli the day, (piieted 
the terrors which had begun to take po.sses.sion of his 
tutor’s imagination *, so that the youth had an op¬ 
portunity of giving him the slip at night, wlien he 
b(*took himself to the lodgings of a friend, whom 
he engaged as his seeonil, and with whom he im¬ 
mediately took the field, in order to avoid the search 
which «Iolfer, upon missing him, might set on foot. 

'Phis was a nee(‘ssary j)n'cimtioi}; for, as he did 
not appear at suj»per, and Pipes who usually at¬ 
tended him in his excursions, eouid give no account 
of his motions, the governor was dreadfully alarmed 
at his absenee, and ordered his man to run in qiu'st 
of his masl(‘r to all tlie places whicli he used to fre¬ 
quent, while he himself went to the commissaire, and 
communicating Ids suspicions, was accoiumodated 
with a party of the horse-guards, who patrolled 
round all the environs of the eity, with a view of 
preventing the rencounter. Piiies niiglit have di¬ 
rected them to the la<ly, by whose information they 
could have learnt the name and lodging of the 
mousijuetairc, and, if he had been apprehended, 
the duel would not have happened; but he did not 
clujose to rjKj the risk of disobliging his master, by 
intermeddling in the atf.iir, ami wa.s moreover 
very desirous that the Prcnchniau should be hum¬ 
bled ; for be never doubted that Peregrine was more 
than a mateli for any two men in Prance. In this 
confidence, therefore, he sought his master with 
great diligence, not with a view of disappointing 
his intention, but in order to attend him to the 
battle, that he might stand by him and see justice 
done. 

AVliile this imiuiry w'as carried on, our hero and 
his companion concealed theniselyes among some 
weeds that grew on tlie edge of the parapet, a few 
yards from the spot where he litid agreed to meet 
the mous(iuetaire; and scarce had the morning 
rendered objects distinguishable, when they per¬ 
ceived their men advancing boldly to the place. 
Peregrine, seeing them approach, sprung forward 
to the ground, that he might have the glory of an¬ 
ticipating his antagonist; and, sword.s being drawn, 
all four were engaged in a twinkling. Pickle’s 
eagerness had well nigh cost him his life; for, with¬ 
out minding his footing, he flew directly to his 
opposite, and, stumbling over a stone, was wounded 


' on one side of his head, before he could recover 
Ids attitude. Ear from being dispirited at this check, 
it served only to animate him the more. Being en¬ 
dowed with uncommon agility, he retrieved his 
posture in u moment, and, having parried a second 
thrust, returned the longe with such incredible speed, 
that the soldier hud not time to resume his guard 
but was immediately run through the bend of his 
right arm, and, the sword dropping out of his hand 
our hero’s victory was complete. 

Having dc.spatched Ins own business,and received 
the acknowledgment of his adverstiry, who, with a 
look of infinite mortification, observed, that hisw’as 
the fortune of the daj’, he ran to part the seconds, 
just as tlie weapon was twisted out of his oompa- 
mon’s hand; upon w hich he took his place, and, in 
all likelihood, an obstinate dispute would have en¬ 
sued, had they not been inUTrupted by the guard, 
at sight of w’hom the two Frenchmen seamperocl 
off. Our young gentleman and his friend allowed 
themselves to be taken prisoners by the detachment 
which ha<l been sent out for that purpo.se, and were 
carried before the magistrate, who, having sharply 
re))rinianded them lor jiresuniingtoaet in contempt 
of the laws, set them at liberty, in consideration of 
their being strangers; cautioning them, at the same 
time, to b(*ware of such exploits for the future. 

When Peregrine returned to his own lodgings, 
Pipes, seeing the blood trickliug down ujtm his 
masWr’s ni'ckcloth and solitaire, gave evident tokens 
of surprise and concern, not for the consequences 
of the wound, which he did not suppose dangerous, 
hut for the glory of Old England, whicli lie wa« 
afraid had sutfored in the engagement; for he could 
not help saying, wdth an air of chagrin, as be fol¬ 
lowed the youth into his chamber, “ 1 do suppose 
as how you gave that lubberly Frenchman as good 
us he brought.” 

CHAPTER XU, 

Mr Jolter threaten.s to leave him on account of hi8 Miscj)n* 
duel, winch he i»r(»Tnuiea to rectify; hut hij» Rc&olutiou i» 
ilcleated iiy the impetuosity ol his Pjissmns—lie nicefH.ic- 
cidcntally with Mrs. Horubeck, who elopes with him from 
her Husband, but is restored by the Inlerposilion of the 

british Ambassador. 

'J'jiouuH Mr. Jolter was extremely well pleased at 
the safety of his pupil, he could not forgive him for 
the terror and anxiety he hud undergone on hi.s 
account; and roundly told him, that, notwithstand¬ 
ing the inclination and attachment he had to his 
person, he would immediately depart for England, 
if ever he should hear of his being involved in such 
another adventure; for it could not be expected 
that he would sacrifice his ow'u quad to an unre¬ 
quited regard for one who seemed determined to 
keep him in continued unea.sincss and apjirehension. 

To this declaration Pickle made answer, that 
Mr. Jolter, by this time, ought to be convinced of 
the attention he had always paid to his ease and 
satisfaction; since he well knew that he had ever 
looked upon him in the light of a friend, rather than 
as a counsellor or tutor, and dc.sirod liis company 
in France, with a view of promoting his interest 
not from any emolument he could expect from hU 
iustruetion. I’his being the case, he was at liberty 
to consult Ids own inclinations, with regard to 
going or staying; thouj^h he could not help own¬ 
ing himself obliged by the concern he expressed 
for Ids safety, and would endeavour, for his own 
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sake, to avoid giving him any cause of disturbance 
in time to come. 

No man was more capable of moralizing upon 
Peregrine's misconduct than himself; his rejections 
were extremely just and sagacious, and attended 
with no other disadvantage but that of occurring 
too late. lie projected a thousand salutary schemes 
of deportment, but, like other ])r(>jeetors, he never 
had interest enougli with the ministry of his pas¬ 
sions to bring any one of them to bear. lie had, 
in the heyday of his gallantry, received a letter 
from his friend Gauntlet, with a kind postscript 
from his channing Emilia; but it arrived at a very 
unseasonable juncture, when his imagination was 
engrossed by cornjuests that mon; agreeably flat¬ 
tered his ambition ; so that ho could not find leisure 
and inclination from that day to honour the cor¬ 
respondence which he hinisell* had solicited. His 
vanity ha<l, by this time, disaji]>roved of the engage¬ 
ment lie had contracted in the rawness and inex- 
perienot* of youth, suggesting that he was born to 
make such an important figure in life as ought to 
raise his ideas above the consideration of any such 
middling connexions, and fix his attention upon 
objects of the most sublime uttraetion. These dic¬ 
tates of ridiculous pride ha<l almost efl'aced the 
remembrance of his uimal>k* mistress—or, at least, 
so fur warped Ids movals and integrity, that lie ac¬ 
tually ^egan to conceive hopes of lier altogether 
unworthy of his own character, and her deserts. 

Meanwhile, liciug destitute of a toy for the dal¬ 
liance of his idle hours, he employed scviM’al siiies, 
and almost every day made a tour of the piihlic 
places in jiersoii, with u view of procuring iufidli- 
genee of Mr. Jioriibcck, with lyhose w-ife lie longed 
to have another interview. In this course of ex¬ 
pectation liad he exercised himself a whole ibrt- 
uight, when, elianeing to be at the hospital of inva¬ 
lids with a gentleman lately arrivetl from England, 
he no sooner entered the church, than h(‘ perceivecl 
this la«ly, attended by lier spouse, who, at siglit of 
our hero, changed coioui*, and looked another way, 
in order to discourage any communioalion betweim 

them, Put tile young man, who was not so easily 
repulsed, adsauced with great assurance to his 
feil(»w-traveller, and, taking liim liy the han<I, ex¬ 
pressed his satisfaction at this unexpect<‘d meeting, 
kindly upbraiding him for his precipitate retreat 
from Chantilly, ilefore Ilornbeeic could make any 
rei>Iy, he wont up to his wife, whom he compli¬ 
mented in the same maimer, assuring her, with 
some significant glances, he was extremely mor¬ 
tified that she had put it out of his power to pay 
his respects to her on his first arrival at Euris; and 

then, turning to her husband, who thought proper 
to keep close to him in this coidercncc, begged to 
know where he could have the honour of waiting 
upon him; observing, at the same time, that he 
himself lived a I’Acadeime de ValfreniiT. 

Mr. Uonibeck, without making any apology for 
his elopement on the road, thanked Mr. I’ickle for 
his complaisance in a very cool and disobliging 
manner, saying, that, as he intended to shift his 
lodgings in a day or two, he could not expect the 
pleasure of seeing him until he should be settled, 
when he would call at the academy, and conduct 
him to his new habitation. 

Tickle, who was not unacquainted with tlic sen¬ 
timents of this jealous gentleman, did not put nnu-h 
confidence in Jiis promise, and tlierefore made di¬ 
vers clforts to enjoy a little private coiiMTsation 


with his wife; but he was baffled in all his attempts 
by the indefatigable vigilance of her keeper, and 
reaped no other immediate pleasure from this acci¬ 
dental meeting than that of a kind squeeze while he 
handed her into the eoneh. lIow(*ver, as he had 
b(‘en witness to some instances of her invention, 
and was no stranger to the favourable disposition 
of her heart, he entertained some faint hopes of 
profiting by her understanding, and w’as not de¬ 
ceived in his expectations; for, the very next after¬ 
noon, a Savoyard called at tlie academy, and put 
the following billet into his hand:— 

“ CoiNi) Su«—Heaving the pliysnrc of nieating willi jou 
at thooBspitalof anvilheads, 1 take this liibberleaol lalinyoij 
ktuiw, that 1 loteh at the Hottail dc May cong dangle ruuy 
DoglioiKseten, with two postih at tlie gait, iiaj their of um 
very liolc, wait* f Kliall be at the wiiidore, if in kaia you will 
he 60 good us to pas^s that way at mcUs a rlnak in tlie heuven- 
uig, when Mr. Ilornbeck got's to the Calf hay de Conteu. 
Piey fur the loaf oi Clees-iib kee|) ihi!, from the nolegi of my 
hii.s'-haii, cIIk he will make me leed a liel) upon urth. IJeing 
all Irom, doer Sur, Your most umbel servan wile 

“ DEKOnAll lloJlNBECK." 

Our young gentleman wms ravished at the receipt 
of this elegant epistle, which wa.s directed, *‘A 
Monsr. ^lonsr. Tiekheil, a la Oaddainme de Tuul 
Ereiiy,” and di<l not fail to ol>ey the summons at 
the hour of assignation; when the lady, true to her 
appointment, beckoned liim up stairs, and he had 
tile good fortune to be admitted unseen. 

After the first transports of their mutual joy at 
meeting, she told him that her husband had been 
very surly and cross ever since the adventure at 
(’huiitiily, which he had not yet digested; that he 
had laid severe injunctions iqion her to avoid all 
eonmu'rce with I^iekle, and even thr<'atened to shut 
her np in a convent for life, if ever slie should dis¬ 
cover the least iiiehnation to ivnew that aeipiaint- 
ance ; that slie had been coop<‘(l up in Iut chamber 
.since her arrival at Tans, without being jiermith'd 
to see the place, or, indeed, any eompan\, exceju 
that of her landlady, whose language slie did not 
understand; so that, lier siiirit b(‘ing broke, ami 
her hcaltli impaired, he was prevailed upon, some 
days ago, to indulge lier in a few airings, during 
which she had seen the gardens of the Luxem¬ 
bourg, the Thuilleries, ami I’alais Royal, though at 
thovse times wdien there was no company in the 
walks; and that it W'as In one of those exeuvsjoiis 
she had the happiness of meeting with him. Finull}, 
sIm' gave him to understand, tliat, rather than eoii- 
tii.ue longer under such confinement with the man 
whom she <-ouId not love, slu* would instantly give 
him the slip, and put lierself under tiie protection 
of her lover. 

Rash and unthinking as this declaration might 
be, the young gentleman was so much of a gallant, 
that he would not baulk the lady’s inclinations, and 
too infatuated by Ids passion to foresee tlu‘ conse¬ 
quences of such a dangerous step, lie tlierefore, 
without hesitation, embraced the proposal, and, the 
coast being clear, they sallied into the street, where 
Peregrine called a fiacre, and ordered the coachman 
to dnve them to a tavern. But, knowing it would 
not be in his power to conceal her from the vSearch 
of the lieutenant de police, if she should remain 
w'itliiii the w'alls of I’uris, lie hired a remise, and 
carried her that same evening to Villejuif, about 
four leagues from town, where he staid with Iier 
all night; and luiving boarded her on a genteel 
pension, and settled the economy of his future 
visits, returned next day to his cwn lodgings. 
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IVhile he thus enjoyed his success, her husband 
endured tlie tortures of the damned. When he re¬ 
turned from the cotfee-houac, and understood that 
his -wife had eloped, without being perceived by any 
person in the tiuuily, he began to rave and foam 
M'ith rage and jealousy, and, in the fury of distrac¬ 
tion, accused th<* landlady of being an aceomplice 
in her escape, threatening to .*oniplain of her to 
the eominissaire. The woman ^ould not conceive I 
how Jlrs. llornbcck, who she knew was an utter 
stranger to the French language, and kept no sort 
of comi)any, could dude the caution of her husbaiul, 
and find any refuge in a place where she had no 
acuuuiutance; and began to suspect the lodger's 
emotion was no other than an afieeted passion to 
conceal his own ijractices upon his wife, who ha^l 
perhaps fallen a sucrifiee to his jealous disjiosition. 
She therefore s-pared him (he trouble of putting 
bis menaces into execution, by going to the magis¬ 
trate without any farther deliberation, and giving 
an account of what she knew conceniiiig this mys- 
tori(ms aftair, witli certain insinuations against 
iiornbeek’s eharaeter, whieh she represented as 
jieevish and caprieioup to the lust degree. 

While she thus anticifiated the purjiose of the 
plaintilf, her iuformation m'us interrupted by the 
arrival of the party hnnsidf, wlioexbibited his com¬ 
plaint M’itli such evident marks ot* jierturbation, 1 
atiger, and impatimicc, that the eommissaire <’ould ; 
easily perceive that he had no share in the disap- 
pearanee of his wif«‘; and din‘<*tcd him to the lieu¬ 
tenant dc ))oliee, whose province it is to take cogni¬ 
zance of such occurrences. 'I’liis gentletnan, who 
presides over the city ofVaris, having heard the 
particulars of Hornbeek’s misfortune, asked if be 
suspected any individual person as tb<* seducer of 
bis yoke-fellow ; and, when be mentioned Fere- 
grine as the object of bis suspicion, granted a 
warrant, and a (letaebnient of soldiers, to Search 
for and retrieve the fugitivt*. 

'J'hc husband conducted them immediately to 
the academy, where our hero lodged, and having 
rummaged the w’hole place, to the astonishment of 
Mr. doltcT, without finding either his wdfe or the 
supposed ravislier, aeconipanied them to all the 
public-houses iu the Fauxbourg; which having 
examined also without success, lie returned to the 
magistrate m a state of desjiair, and obtained a 
jiromise of his making such an efTeetnal impiiry, 
that, in three days, be should have an account of 
iier, provided she was alive, and within the walls 
of Paris. 

Uiir adventurer, who had foreseen all this dis¬ 
turbance, w’as not at all sur]n*ised when his governor 
told him w'hat had hapiiened ; and conjureil him to 
restore the woman to the right owner, with many 
l»athetic remonstrances touching the heinous sin of 
adultery,tlic distraction oftiie unfortunate husband, 
and the danger of incurring the resentment of an 
arbitrary government, which, upon application 
being made, would not fail of espousing the cause 
of the injured, lie denied, with great effrontery, 
that he had the least concern in the matter, pre¬ 
tended to resent the deportment of Horn beck, whom 
he threatened to chastise for his scandalous suspi¬ 
cion, and expressed his disiiieasure at the credulity 
of Jolter, who seemed to doubt the veracity of his 
asseveration. 

Notwithstanding this confident behaviour, Jolter 
could not help entertaining doubts of his sincerity ; 
and. visiting the disconsolate swain, begged he 


would, for the honour of his countiy, as well as 
for the sake of his own reputation, discontinue his 
addresses to the lieutenant de police, and apply to 
the British ambassador, who, by dint of friendly 
admonitions, would certainly prevail upon Mr. IHckle 
to do him all the justice in his ix)wer, if he w’as 
really the author of the injury he had sustained. 
The governor urged this advice wdth llie appear¬ 
ance of so much sympathy and concern, promising 
to co-operate w’ith all his infiuence in his behalf, 
that Momheck embraced the proposal, communi¬ 
cated his jiurpose to the magistrate, who commended 
the resolution as the most decent and desirable ex¬ 
pedient he could ns(*, and then waited u])ori his 
excellency, who readily espoused his cause, and, 
sending for the )oung gentleman that same even¬ 
ing, read him such a lecture in private, as extorted 
a eonfessiou of tlie whole afiair. Not that he 
assailed liini with sour and supereilious maxims, or 
sovei’i* rebuke, hecau.se he had peiK'tration enough 
to discern that Peregrine’s disposition was iinpreg- 
nahie to all such attacks; hut he first of all rallied 
him upon his intriguing genius, then in an hii- 
inorous manner described the distraction of tlie 
poor cuckold, who, he owned, was justly punished 
for the absurdity of his conduct; and, lastly, upon 
the supposition that iL would he no great elfort in 
Pickle to iiart with sueli a compiest, especially 
after it had heim for soim- tiim* possessed, he re¬ 
presented the necessity and expediency of restoring 
her, not only out of regard to his own eharaeter 
and that of his nation, hut also with a view to his 
ease, which would in a little time bcMTy much in¬ 
vaded by Mich an incumbrance, that in all proha- 
hilily would involve liim in a thousand ditfieulties 
and disgusts. Besides, he assured him, that he was 
already, by order of the lieutenaut de police, sur- 
ixmndedwilh spies, who w’ould watch all his mo¬ 
tions, and immediate!) discover the retreat in which 
h<* had di.sposed of his prize. The.se arguments, and 
the frank fiimiiiar manner in which they were de¬ 
livered, hut, above all, the last consideration, in¬ 
duced the young gentleman to disclose tlie whole 
of his proceedings to the ambassador, and promised 
to he governed by his direction, provided the lady 
should not suffer for the step she had taken, hut he 
received by her husband with dm* reverence and 
respect. These stljmlalions being agreed to, he 
undertook to produce her in eight and forty hours; 
and, taking coach immediately, drove to the j)!aee 
of her residence, where he spent a w liole day and a 
night ill convincing her of the impossibility of their 
enjoying each other in that manner. 'I’licn, re¬ 
turning to Paris, he deliven'd her into the hands 
of the ambassador, who, having assured her that 
she might depimd upon Ids friendship and jirotec* 
tiou. in case she should find herself aggrieved by 
the jealous temper of JVfr. Ilornheek, restored her 
to her legitimate lord, whom he counselled to ex¬ 
empt her from that restraint wliich in all jiroha- 
bility had been the cmise of her (*iopenient, and 
endeavour to conciliate her affection by tender 
and respectful usage. 

The husband behaved with great humility and 
compliance, protesting that his chief study should 
be to contrive parties for her pleasure and satisfac¬ 
tion. Put no sooner did he regain possession of his 
stray sheeji, than he locked her up more closely 
than ever; and, atler having revolved various 
schemes for licr reformation, determined to board 
lier in a convent, under the inspection of a prudent 
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abbess, vho sbniild superintend lier morals, and 
rccal her to the paths of virtue, which she had for¬ 
saken. With this view he consulted an English 
priest of his acquaintance, who advised him to 
settle her in a monastery at Lisle, that she might 
be as far as possible from the machinations of her 
lover; and gave In n a letter of recommendation to 
the superior of a c -rtain convent in that place, for 
which Mr. Ilornbeck set out in a few days with 
his troublesome charge. 


CHAPTEK XLII. 

Peregrine resolves to return to F.ugland; is diverted with 
the odd Characters ol two of liis Countrymen, witli whom 
he contracts an Acquaintance in the Apaitments of the 
PaJai’c Koyal. 

In the mean time our hero received a letter from 
his aunt, importing that the eotnmodorc wa.s in a 
very declining way, and longed much to see him 
at the garrison; and, at llie same time, he heard 
from his sister, wlio gave him to imdt'i'stand, that 
the young gentleman who had for some time made 
his addresses to her, was l)ecome very pressing in Ins 
joHcitations; so that she wanted t(» know in what 
manner she should answer his repeated entreaties. 
Ihese two considerations d(‘t(*rmincd the young 
gentleman to rt‘turn to his native country, a reso¬ 
lution that was far from being disagreeable to 
loiter, who knew that the incumbent on a living 
which was in tlic gift of 1'runnion, was extremely 
lid, and that it would be his interest to he upon 
the spot at the said incumhenfs decease. 

reregrine, who hod resided about liftecn months 
in 3<>ance, thought lie was now sufficiently qualified 
for cclijisiug most of his cotemponiries in England, 
and therefore prtqnired for his departure wdth in- 
Bnite alacrity, being moreover iiillamed with tlie 
most ardent desire of revisiting his friends, and re¬ 
newing his connexions, particularly with Emilia, 
whose heart he, by this time, thought he was able i 
to reduce on his own terms. j 

As he proposed to make the tour of Flanders and ' 
Holland in his return to England, he resolved to 
stay at l*aris a week or two after his affairs were 
settled, in hope of finding some agreeable compaTiion 
disposed for the same journey, and, in order to re¬ 
fresh his memory, made a s>. coiid circuit round all 
the places in that cafiital, where any curious pro- 
luction of art is to be seen. Jn the course of tliis 
iceoiid examination, he chanc(‘d to enter the Falais 
{oyai just as two gentlemen alighted from a fiacre 
it the gate, and all three being admitted at the same 
ime, he soon perceived that the strangers were of 
lis own country. Oue of them was a young man, 
n w'hose air and countenance appeared all the un- 
;onth gravity and supercilious self-conceit of a phy¬ 
sician piping hot from his studies; while the other, 

0 whom his companion spoke by the appellation 
)f Mr. Pallet, displayed at first sight a strange 
lomposition of levity and assurance. Indeed their 
characters, dress, and address, were strongly con- 
rasted. The doctor wore a suit of black, and a 
luge tie wig, neither suitable to his own age, nor 
he fashion of the country where he then jived; 
vhereas the other, though seemingly turned of 
ifty, strutted hi a gay summer dress of the Parisian 
;ut, with a bag to his own gray hair, and a red feu- 
her in his hat, which he carried under his arm. 
\r these figures seemed to promise something 


[ entertaining, Pickle entered into conversation with 
them immediately, and soon discovered that the 
old gentleman was a painter from London, who had 
stole a fortnight from his occupation, in order to 
visit the remarkable paintings of France and Flan¬ 
ders ; and that the doctor had taken the opportunity 
of accoiiipanying him in his tour. Peing extremely 
talkative, he not only communicated these parti¬ 
culars to our hero in a very few minutes after their 
meeting, hut also t(X)k occasion to whisjier in his 
ear, that his fellow-traveller wa.s a man of vast 
learning, and, beyond all doubt, the greatest poet of 
tlie age. As for hiinseltl he was under no necessity 
of making his own culogiuni; for he soon gave such 
specimens of his taste and talents, as left Ihckle no 
room to doubt of his oajiacity. 

While they stood considering the pictures in one 
of the first apartments, which arc by no means tlic 
most masterly compositions, the Swiss, who sets up 
for a connoisseur, looking at a certain piece, pro¬ 
nounced the y<or(i mayuijkiuc! with'unote of ad¬ 
miration; upon whieli l\lr. Pallet, wlio was not at 
all a critic in the French language, replied with 
great vivaeit), ^UmuiuJ'ar, yon mean, and a very 
indifferent piece of manufacture it is; i>ray, gen¬ 
tlemen, take notice, there is no keejnng in those 
heads upon the back ground, nor no relief in the 
princqial figui*e. 'riien you’ll observe the shadings 
are harsh to the last degree; and—come a little 
closer this way—don’t you jioreeive that the fore¬ 
shortening of that arm is monstrous—agad, sir, 
there is an absolute fracture in the limb—Loctor, 
you understand anatomy; don’t you think that 
muscle evidently misplaced? Hark >e, Mr.-what 
d’ye call urn,” turniTig to the attendant, “wliat is 
tile name of the datihi'r who paiuU d that miserable 
performance?” Tlie Swiss imagining that lie was 
all this linn* expri^ssing his satisfaction, sanctioned 
his suyiposed commendation,by exchiiining sans pn 2 \ 

“ Higlit,” cried Pallet, “J could not recollect his 
name, though his manner is (piite familiar tome. 
\W* luLve a few pieces in England done by that 
same riangpree; bul there they are in no estimation; 
we have more taste among us, than to relish the 
productions of such a miserable gout. A’n’t he an 
ignorant coxcomb, I )octor ? ” The physician, 
ashamed of his companion’s blunder, tlurnght it 
was necessary, for the honour of his own chameter, 
to take notice of it before the stranger, and there¬ 
fore an.swercd iiis <|uestion, by repeating this line 
from Horwe, 

MutBto nomine, tic le fabula narratur. 

The painter, who was rather more ignorant of 
Latin than of French, taking it for granted that 
this (juotivtion of his friend conveyed an assent to 
his opinion, “ Very true,” said he, Votatoc dumine 
date, tliis piece is not worth a single potatoe.” 
J’eregrine was astonished at this surprising perver¬ 
sion of the words and meaning of a Latin line, 
which, at first, he could not help thinking was a 
premeditated joke; but, upon second tlumghts, he 
saw no reason to doubt that it was the extempora- 
ncona efi'ect of sheer pertness and ignorance, at 
which ho broke out into an immoderate fit of 
laughter. Pullet, believing that the gentleman’s 
mirth was occasioned by his arch ttnimudversion 
upon the wurks of tiangpree, underwent the same 
emotion in a much louder strain, and endeavoured 
to heighten the jest by more observations of the 
same nature : while the doctor, confounded at hw 
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impudence and want of knowledge, reprimanded 
him in these words of Homer:— 

Sijja me tis alios Achalon touton akouse muthon. 

This rehnke, the reader will easily perceive, was 
not calculated for the nieridian of his friend’s in¬ 
tellects, but uttered with a view of raising his own 
character in the opinion of lilr. Pickle, who re¬ 
torted this parade of learning in three verses from 
the same author, being part of the speech of Poly- 
dainus to IJector, importing that it is impossible 
for one man to excel in every thing. ^J'hc self- 
sufficient physician, who did not expect such a re¬ 
partee from a youth (»f 1 ‘eregrine’s appearance, , 
looked upon his reply as a fair challenge, and in¬ 
stantly rehearsed forty or fifty lines of the Iliad iu 
a breath. Observing that the Ktrang<‘r made no 
effort to match this effusion, he interpreted his 
silence into submission; then, in order to ascertain 
his victory, insulted him with divers fragments of 
authors, ■whom his supposed competitor did not 
even know by name ; while Mr. I’allet stared with 
admiration at the profound scholarship of liis com¬ 
panion. Our young gentleman, far from repining 
at this su]K>riarity, laughed witliin himself at the 
ridiculous ambition of the peilantie doctor, lie 
rated him in Ills ow'n mind as a mere index-hunter, 
who held tlie cel of science by the tail, and fore¬ 
saw an infinite fund of diversion in liis soleinnily 
and pride, if properly' extraet<*d by means of Ins 
fellow-traveller’s vanity and assurance. Prompted 
hy these considerations, he resolved to eullivate 
their acquaintance, and, if possible, amuse himself 
at their expense in his journey througli Flanders, 
understanding that they were dtdermined n{M>n llie 
same route. Jn this view h<‘ treated them with ex¬ 
traordinary attention, and seemed to pay particular 
deference to the remarks of the painter, who with 
great intrepidity pronounced judgment upofi every 
picture in the palace, or in oilier words, exposed 
his own nakedness, in every sentence that jiro- 
ceeded from Lis month. 

When they eame to consider the Murder of the 
Innocents, by Le Hran, the Swiss observed, that it 
was V7i beau vwreeau; and Mr. Pallet replied, 

“ Yes, yes, one may see with half an eye, that it 
can be tli<‘ production of no other; for liomorso’s 
style, both in colouring and drapery, Is altogether 
pceuliar; then his design is tame, and his expres¬ 
sion antic and unnatural. Doctor, you have seen 
my Judgment of Solomon ; 1 think 1 imiy withont 
Ifiesuniption- hut 1 don’t choose to make com¬ 
parisons; 1 leave that odious task to other people, 
and let my works s})eak for themselves. France, to 
he sure, is rieli in llie arts ; but what is the reason ? 
'Pile king encourages men of genius with honour 
and rewards; whereas, in England, we are obliged 
to stand uj)on our own feet, and combat the envy and 
malice of our brethren—agad! 1 have a good 
inind to come and settle here in Paris; 1 should 
lik<* to have an apartment iu the Louvre, wdth a 
snug pension of so many lliousarid Hvres.” In this 
manner did Pallet proceed with an eternal rotation 
ot tongue, floundering from one mistake to another, 
until it was the turn of I^iussin’s Seven Sacraments 
to be examined. Here again the Swiss, out of the 
abimdanee of hisKoal, expressed his admiration, by 
sayingth'‘sepiec<'s \yt.nv(mp(niahle; when the painter, 
turmug to him with an air of exiiltalioii, “ I'ardon 
me, frh'ud, there you liappen to be mistaken ; these 
are none of Impayuhle’s, hut done by Nicholas 


Pouseen. I have seen prints of them in England; 
so that none of your tricks upon travellers, Mr. 
Swiss, or Swash, or what’s your name.” He was 
very much elated by this imaginary triumph of 
his understanding, which animated him to per¬ 
severe in his curious observations upon all the 
other pieces of that celebrated collection; but, per¬ 
ceiving that the doctor manifested no signs of 
pleasure and satisfaction, but ratlicr beheld them 
with a silent air of disdain, he could not digest his 
indifference, and asked, with a waggish sneer, if 
ever he had seen such a number of masterpieces 
before? The j>hysician, eyeing him with a look of 
compassion, mingled with contempt, observed, tliat 
there was nothing there which deserved the atten¬ 
tion of any person acquainted with the ideas of tlie 
ancients; and that the author of the finest piece 
now in being was unworti y to clean the brushes of 
one of those great masters wlio arc celebrated by 
the Greek and Roman writers. O lud I 0 lud I** 
exclainu'd the painter, with a loud laugh, “you 
have fairly brought yourself into a dilemma at last, 
dear doctor, for it is well known that your ancient 
Greek and Roman artists knew nothing at all of 
the matter, in coinimrison -with our modern mas¬ 
ters ; for this good reason, boeanse they liud Imt 
! three or four colours, and knew not how to paint 
with oil. Resides, which of all your old fusty 
Grecians would you put upon a fooling with the 
divine Raphael, the most excellent Michael Angelo 
Bona Hoti, the graceful Guido, tin* bewitching 
'ritian, and, above all others, the sublime l^ubens, 
tlie”—he would have proceeded with alongcaflilogue 
of names which he had got by heart for the ]>»r- 
pose, without retaining the least idea ol‘ their seve¬ 
ral qualifications, liad not lie been interriqited by his 
friend, whose indignation being kintlled by tho 
irreverence with which he mentioned the Greeks, 
he called him blasplumier, Goth, Ramtian, and, in 
Ills turn^ asked with great vehemence which of 
those puny moderns eouhi match with Panaums 
of Athens, and his brother Phidias, Roljclelus of 
Sic}on, Polygn<»tuB the Thrasian, Parrhasms of 
Ephesus, stirnumcd Abrodiaitos, or the. Beau^ vniil 
Apelles, the prince of painters? He clialleuged 
him to show’^ any poilrait of these days that could 
vie with the Helen of Xeuxis the Henielean, or 
any composition equi.^ to the sacrifice of Iphigenia, 
by Tiiiumthes the 8 ic 3 ’onian; not to mention the 
twelve gods of Asclepiadonis the Athenian, for 
which Mnason, tjrant of Elaten, gav(‘ him about 
three hundred pounds a piece; or Homer’s Hell, 
by Nicias, wh<» refused sixty talents, amouuling to 
iij)wartis of <*leveu thousand pounds, and generously' 
made a present of it to his own country. He de¬ 
sired him to ju'oduee a collection equal to tliat in 
the 'JVmple of Delphos, mentioned iii the Ion of 
Euripides, where Ilercules and liis companion 
lolaus are represented in the net of killing the 
I^ermeau hydra, w’ith golden sickles, kruscais bar- 
pai.s^ where Rellerophon appears on Lis winged 
steed, vanquishing the firo-hreathing chimera, tan 
puripneousan, and the War of the. Giants is de¬ 
scribed—here Jupiter stands wielding the red hot 
thunderbolt, Kcrnmmn tmphpuron ; there Pallas, 
dreadful to the view% G'or^o/ww, brandisheth her 
spear against the huge Kneeladus; and Bacchus, 
■with slender ivy r{<ds, del'eats and slays the 

or miglity son of earth. The painter 
was astonisbc'd and confounded at this rhapsody of 
names and instances, which-was uttered with sur- 
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prising oagerncss and rapidity, and suspected at 
first that the whole was the creation of his own 
brain. Ilut when Pickle, with a view of flattering 
the doctor’s self-conceit, espoused his side of the 
<luestion, and confirmed the truth of every thing 
he advanced, Mr. Pallet changed his opinion, and 
in emphatic siience adored the innnent.ity of his 
friend’s understanding, in short, I’eregriue easily 
perceived that they were false enthusiasts, without 
tlic smallest pretensions to taste and sensibility, and 
pretended to be in raptures witii they know not 
what, the one thinking it was incumbent upon him 
to exjiress transports on seeing the works of those 
who hadl)een most eminent in ids profession, w'ho- 
ther they did or did not really raise his admira¬ 
tion ; and tlie other, as a scholar, deeming it lus 
duty to magnify the aneienis above all competition, 
with an afleeted fervour, which the knowledge of 
their exeidleneies never inspired. Indeed, our 
young gentleman so suceesstully aceomniodated 
linnself to the dispositions ol’ each, that, long before 
their review was finished, he was become a jiarticu- 
lar favourite with both. 

From the Palais Ko^al he acconi^niided them to 
the cloisters of the C'artlmsians, where they eon- 
sider<*d the history of St. Bruno, by Le Sieur, whose 
name being utterly unknowm to tlie painter, ho 
gav(‘ judgment against the whole compo-sition, as 
pitiful and paltry, tliough, in llie opinion of all good 
judgo.s, it is a most masterly perfonnunee. 

Having satisfied their ciriosity in this place, 
IVregrine asked them to l..vour him willi tlieir 
eomjmny at dinner; but whether out of caution 
against the insinuations i)f one whose charaeter 
they did not know, or by reason of a jirior engagi*- 
ment, they declined his invitation, on pretence of 
having an ajipointment at a eertain ordinary, thongii 
they exjiresJsed a desire of being farther acipiainted 
with him; and Mr. Pallet took Die freedom oi 
asking his* name, whielt he not only d<'ciBred, but 
promised, as they were strangers in Pan.s, to wait 
upon them next tlav in the Ibrenoon, in order to 
conduet them to tin* Hotel de 'I'houloiLse, and the 
liousos of several otiier noblemen, remarkaiile for 
paintings or curious I'urnitnrt'. They thankfully 
embraced his projiosal, and that same day made 
inquiry among the English gentlemen about the 
character of our hero, which they found so much to 
their satisfaction, that, ujion their second meeting, 
they courted his good graces without n*serve ; and, 
as the^\ had heard of iiis inttnuled departure, begged 
earnestly to liavetlie honour ofaeeompanying him 
through tlie Low ('ountries. He assured them, 
that nothing could be more agreeable to him than 
the prospect of having such fellow'-travellers ; and 
tliey immediately appoint(*d a day for setting out 
on that tour. 


CIIAPaTai XLTll. 

lie introduces his new Friends to Mr Joltcr, witii whom 
the Doctor enters into a Dispute upon (tovernmeiit, which 
had well ni{{h terminuied in open War. 

Meanwiih.k, he not only made them actpiainted 
with every thing worth seeing in town, but attended 
them in their excursions to all the king's liouses 
within a day’s journey of Paris; and, in the course 
of these parties, treated them with an elegant din¬ 
ner at his own apartments, where a dispute arose j 
between the doctor and Mr. Jolter, which had well I 


nigh terminated in an irreconciloable animosity. 
'Fliese gentlemen, with an equal share of pride, 
pedantry, and saturnine disposition, were, by the 
accidents of education and company, diametrically 
opjosite in political maxims; the one, as we have 
alicady observed, being a bigoted high churchman, 
and the other a rank republican, it was an article 
of the governor's creed, that the people conld not 
be happy, nor the earth yield its fruits in abund¬ 
ance, under a restricted clergy and limited govern¬ 
ment; whereas, in the doctor’s opinion, it w-as ai» 
eternul truth, that no constitution was so perfect as 
the democracy, and that no country could flourish, 
but under the administration of the mob. 

'^riiese considerations being ])reiniBed, no wonder 
that they liappened to disagree in the freedom of an 
unreserved conversation, especially as their enter¬ 
tainer took all opportunities of encouraging and 
inflaming the contention. Tlie lirst source of their 
dilferencc was an unlueky’^ remark of the painter, 
who observed tiiat the purtridgi*, of which he was 
then eating, iiad tlie flnest relish of any he had 
ever hibted. His friend owned that the birds were 
the best of the kind he had seen in France; but 
aflirmed that tliey were neither so plump nor 
delicious us those tluvt were caught in England.- — 
'J'lic governor, eonsidering this oliservation as the 
effect of prejudice and inexiierienee, said, with a 
sarcustieal smile, “ I believe, sir, you art* vei 7 well 
disjiosed to find every tiling liere inferior to the 
prodiietions of your own country.” “'JVue, sir,” 
answered Ihephysieian, with u eertain solemuity of 
asjieet, “and not without good reason, 1 hope.” 
“And pray,” resumed the tutor, “why may not 
the partridges of J^Tunee be as good us lliose of 
England?” “ For a very jilaiu reason,” replii'd the 
other, “because they are not so well fed. The 
iron liand of o]>])i’essiou is extended to all animals 
within the French <lominions, even to the beasts of 
the flekl and llie fowls of the air. KftntMtn oio/totsi 
ti‘jia.si." “Egad!” cried the painter, “that is a 
truth not to he controverted; foriny own part, i am 
none of your tit-bits, one would tliink, but yet 
there’s a fri'shness in thi* ihiglish eomjilexion, a 
ijhim‘h/r, I think you call it. so inviting to a Inmgry 
Fr<*nchman, tliat I have caught several in tlie \ery 
act of viewing me with an eye of extreme appetite 
as I passed; and as for their curs, or rather their 
wolves, whenever i set eyi'S on one of ’(‘in. Ah! 
your liumble servant, Mr. Son of a biteli; 1 am 
upon my guard in an instant. 'I’he doctor can 
testify that their very horses, or more projierly' 
th<*ir live carrion, that drew our eliaise, used to 
reach back tlieir long necks, and smell at us, as a 
couple of delicious morsels.” 'This sally of Mr. 
Ballet, which was received with a general laugh of 
ajiprohation, would, in all jirobabihty, have stifled 
t)ie dispute in enibry'o, had not J\Ir. dolter, with a 
sell-ajiplaudiiig simper, ironieally eompliiiKnited the 
strangers on their talking like ti'ue Englishmen. 
The doctor, allronted at the insinujillon, told Inm, 
with some warmth, that he was mistaken in his 
conjecture, liis afle<*tions and ideas being confined 
to no particular <*ountry; for he considered himself 
a.s a citizen of the w'orld. He owned himself more 
attached loEnglund than to any other kingdom, hut 
this preference w'as the effect of reflection, and not 
of prejudice; because the British constitution ap- 
1 proached nearer than any otlier to tliat perfection 
j of govei*nmcnt, the democracy of Athens, which 
j he hoped one day to see revived. He mentioned 
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the death of Charles the First, and the expulsioii of 
his son, with raptures of applause ; inveighed with 
great acrimony against the hingly name; and, in 
order to strengthen liis opinion, repeated forty or 
fifty lines froui one of the Pliiilippics of J)enios- 
theoes. Jolter, licaring him sjjeak so disrespect¬ 
fully of the higher jjowers, glowed with indignation, 
lie said his doctrines were detestable, and de- 
Btruetive of all rigid, order, and society; that 
monarchy was of divine institution, therefore 
iridi‘fea.slble by any Imman ])o\ver; and, of eon- 
se({ueij<'e, tliose events in the English history, wlueh 
lie had so liheruily eonnnended, were no otherthan 
llagrant in.stances of sacrilege, perfidy, and sedition; 
that the democraey of Athens was a most absiud 
constitution, produetivc of anarehy and mischief, 
which must always happen when the government 
of a nation depends ujH>n the ea]>nce of tlie ignorant 
hair-braiiH“d vulgar; lluit it was in llie power of 
Ihi* most profligate member of tlie eommonwealth, 
provided he was endowed with eloquence, to rum 
llic most d<‘ser\ing, by a dc'speratc exertion of his 
talents upon tlic poj)ulaee, who had been often 
persuaded to act in tlie iriost ungrateful aud 
impnaient manner against tlie greatest patriots ^ 
that their country had produced; and, finally, he 
averred, that the liberal arts and sciiuiees liad never 
flourished so iimeli in a rej>ublle us under the 
eneonragem(‘nt and jiroteetion of absolute power; 
witness the Augustan age, and tlie reign of Lewis 
the Fourteenth ; nor was it to he supposed that 
genius and merit rould ever be .so umjily reeom- 
piused by individuals, or distracted councils of 
a cornmoMwealth, as by the generosity and magni¬ 
ficence of one who had the whole trciLsures at his 
own command. 

Peregrine, w'ho was pleased to find the eonfest 
grow w tirm, obs(*rved that tluTe S(‘emed to be a good 
de.il of truth in what JMr. doltcr advanced , a«id tiie 
painter, whose opinion begun to waver, looked with 
a face of expectation at his friend, W'ho, modelling 
his' features into an exiin^sslon of exulting disdain, 
asked of liis anlagouist, if he did not think tliut 
v<*ry power of r<*ward',ng merit enabled iUi absolute 
prince to indulge himself in the most arbitrary 
license over the lives and fortunes of lii.s peojile ? 
Before tlie governor iuid time to answer this 
(juestion, Pallet broke forth into an exelamution of 
“ l^y the Lord ! that is certainly a fact, egad I that 
was a hoine-tlirii.st, doctor.” AVhen JMr. Jolter, 
idiastising thi.s siiallow intruder vvith u eontemptuoiis 
look, alhrmed, that tliougli suprenu* power fur¬ 
nished a good jirinee with the means of exerting 
his virtues, it w'ould not support a tyrant in the 
exercise of cruelty anil oppression ; because in all 
nations tlie genius of the people must be consulted 
by tlieir governor.s, and tlie burden proportioned to 
the shoulders on which it is laid.—“ Else, wlint 
follows?" said the physician. ^ I'lie eonseijucnee is 
plain,” replied the governor, “ insurrection, revolt, 
and his own destruction ; for it is not to be supposeil 
that the subjects of any nation w’ould be so abject 
and pusillanimous as to ni'glect the means which 
Heaven had put in their jmw'cr for their own pre¬ 
servation.” “ CS adzooks, you’re in the right, sir,” cried 
Pallet, “that I grant you must be confessed. Doctor, 
Pm afraid we have got into the wrong box.” This 
f«on of 1 Van, however, fur from being of his friend’s 
opinion, observed, with an air of triumph, tliat he 
would not only demonstrate the sophistry of the 
Kcntlemaa’b last allegation hy arguments and facte, 


but even confute him with his own words. Jolter's 
eyes kindling at this presumptuous declaration, he 
told his antagonist, while his lip quivered w'ith 
resentment, that, if liis arguments were no better 
than Ids breeding, he was sure he would make very 
few converts to his ojiinion; and the doctor, with 
all the insolence of triumph, advised him to bewuire 
of disputes for the future, until he should have 
made iiimsell* more master of his subject. 

ik*regrine both wished and hoped to sec the dis¬ 
putants proceed to arguments of more w'cight and 
conviction ; and the painter, dreading the same 
issue, interpo.sed witli the usual exclamation of 
“ For God’s sake, gentlernen !” when the governor 
rose from table in great dudgeon, and left the 
room, muttering some ejaculation, of wliicli the 
w'ord coxcomb only I'ould be distinctly heard. I’he 
piiysieiun, being liius left master of the field of 
battle, was complimented on bis victory hy Pere¬ 
grine, and so elevated by hi.s succes.s, that he 
declaimed a full hour on tlie absurdity of Jolter’s 
proposition, and the beauty of tlie democratic 
adnunistrution; canvassed the wliolc selieine of 
Plato’s republii’. with many quotations from that 
ideal autlior touching the (o kalou ; from thence he 
made a transition to tlie moral sense of IShaftesbury, 
and eoneluded his harangue mih the greatest part 
of that frothy writer’s vhaiwody, which he repeaU d 
with all the violence of enthusiastic agitation, lolhe 
un.speakahle satisfaction of his entertainer, and the 
unutterable admiration of Pallet, w’ho looked uiion 
him us something suiiematural and divine *So 
intoxicated wa.s this vain young man with the 
ironical praises of Pickle, that he forthwith shook 
oir all reserve, and, having profes.scd a frieiulsliip 
for our hero, wliose taste and learning he did not 
fail to extol, intimated, in plain terms, that lie was 
the only person in these latter ages w!io possessed 
that suliliriie genius, tliat portion of the chvnnly of 
7't 'Ac/ow,which immortalized the Grecian poets; 
that as Pythagoras affirmed the spirit of Kuphoibus 
had irunsmigiated into his body, he, the doctor, was 
strangely possessed with the ojiinion that he himself 
was inspired by tlie soul <»f Pindar; because, making 
allowance for the difierenee of languages in which 
they wrote, tliere was a surj>rising afiinity betwu'en 
his own works and tliose of tluit eelebrated Theban; 
and, as a confiniuition of this trntli, he immediately 
produced a sample of each, which, though in spirit 
and versilicatiou as different as the Odes of Horace 
and our present Poet Laureate, I’eregrine did not 
scruple to pronounce altogether congenial, not¬ 
withstanding the violence lie by (his sentence offered 
to his own conscience, and a certain alann of his 
j)ride, that was w'euk enougli to be disturbed by- 
the physician’s ridiculous vanity and presumption, 
which, not contented with display ingiiis imjioriuneo 
in the world of taste and jiohte ilterature, inamfesled 
itself in arrogating certain material (iiscovene.s in 
the province of pliy.sic, whicli eoukl not fail to ad¬ 
vance him to the liighf st pinnacle of that profession, 
considering the recommendation of his other talents, 
togetlier with a liberal fortune which he inherited 
from his father. 

(^IIAPTEH XLJV. 

The Doctor prepares nn KntertHlnniciit in the manner of the 
Ancients, wliich attended with divers ridiculous Cir 
cumstanceB. 

In a word, our young gentleman, by his insinuating 
behaviour, acquired the full confidence of the doctor, 
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who invited him to an entenainment, which he 
intended to prepare in the manner of the ancients.— 
Pickle, struck with this idea, eagerly embraced the 
proposal, which he honoured with many encomiunis, 
as a plan in all respects worthy of his genius and 
apprehension; and the day was appointed at some 
distance of time, that the treater might have leisure 
to compose certain pickles and coniections, which 
were not to he found among the culinary prepara¬ 
tions of tliese degenerate days. 

With a view of rendering the physician’s taste 
more conspicuous, and extracting from it the more 
diversion, Peregrine proposed that some foreigners 
sJiould partake of the banquet; and the task being 
left to his cure and discretion, lie actually bespoke 
the company of a Prciich munjuis, an Italian count, 
and a German baron, whom he knew to he egre¬ 
gious coxcombs, and tlu*refore more likely to 
enhance the joy of the entertaniiiieiit. 

Accordingly, the liour being arrived, he con¬ 
ducted them to the hotel where the physician 
lodged, after having regaled their expectations "with 
an elegant meal in the genuine old Roman taste ; 
and tliey were received by ]\lr. Pallet, who did the 
honours of the house, w hile his friend superintended 
the cook below. Ily this communicative painter, 
the guests understood that the doctor had met with 
numerous difficulties in the execution of his de¬ 
sign ; that no fewer than five cooks had been dis¬ 
missed, because they could not prevail upon their 
own consciences to ohi-y his directions in things 
that were contrary to the present practice of their 
art; and that although he had at lust engagi'd a 
person, by an extraordinary premium, to comply 
with his orders, the fellow was so astonished, mor¬ 
tified, and incensed at the comnuinds he hud re¬ 
ceived, that ills hair stood on end, and he begged, 
on Ills knees, to he released from tlie agreement lie 
had made; but finding that his emjiloyer insisted 
upon the pcrforinanee of his contract, and threat¬ 
ened to introduce him to the coinmissaire, if he 
should fiiiieh from tlie bargain, he had, in the dis¬ 
charge of liis ofiiee, wept, sung, cursed, and cajiered, 
for two whole hours without intermission. 

While the corajiany listened to this odd infor¬ 
mation, by which they were ])repossessed with 
strange notions of the dinner, their ears were in¬ 
vaded by a piteous voice, tliat exclaimed in French, 
“ For the lo\eofGo<ll dear sir! for the pass'on of 
Jesus Christ! sjiaiv me the mortification of tlie 
honey and oil!” '’I’heir cars still vibrated \\ i'.h the 
sound, when the doctor entering, was h}' I’eiegrine 
made acijnainted with the strangers, to whom he, 
in the transports of his wrath, could not help com¬ 
plaining of the ■want of comjdaisance he had found 
in the j*arisian vulgar, by which his plan had been 
almost entirely ruined and set aside. 'I’he French 
marquis, who thought the honour of his nation was 
concerned at this (ieclaration, jirofessed his sorrow 
for what had happened, so contrary to the esta¬ 
blished character of the people, and undertook to 
see the delinquents severely punished, provided he 
could be informed of their names or places of 
abode. 'Phe mutual compliments that passed on 
this occasion w^ere scarce finished, ■when a servant, 
coming into the room, announced dinner; and the 
entertainer led the way into anotlier ajiartmeiit, 
whore they found a long table, or rather two boards 
joined together, and furnished with a variety of 
dishes, the steams of which had such evident idfect 
upon the nerves of the eoinpany, that the manjuis 


made frightful grimaces, under pretence of taking 
snutf; the Italian’s eyes watered, the German’s 
visage underwent several distortions of featui’e; our 
hero found means to exclude the odour from his 
sense of smelling, by breathing only through his 
mouth; and the jioor painter, running into another 
room, plugged his nostrils with tobacco. 'Phe doc¬ 
tor himself, who was the only person then present 
whose organs were not discomposed, pointing to a 
couple of couches placed on each side of the table, 
told his guests that he was sorry he could not pro¬ 
cure the exact triclinia of the ancients, which were 
somewhat dillerent from these convenieiicies, and 
desired they would have the goodness to repose 
themselves without ceremony^ each in his respective* 
couchette, while be and his friend Mr. Pallet would 
place themselves upright at the ends, that tliey 
might have the jileasure of serving those that lay 
along. This disposition, of which tlic strangers had 
no previous idea, disconcerted and perplexed them 
in a most ridiculous manner; the manjuis and 
baron stood bowing to each other, on pretence of 
disjmtiiig the lower seat, but in reality with a view 
of profiting by the example of each other, for 
neither of them understood the manner in ■which 
they were to loll; and Peregrine, who enjoyed their 
confusion, handed the count to the other side, where, 
with the most mischievous poliieness, he insisteil 
ujion his taking ])ossessiou of the upper jilace. 

Ill this dLsagreoable and ludicrous suspensi*, they 
continued acting a pantoiniine of gesliculatioii&. 
until the doctor earnestly entreated lliem to waive 
all compliment and form, lest the dinner should he 
spoiled before the ceremonial could be adju-sted. 
'J’hiis conjured, Peregrine took the lower couch on 
the left-hand side, laying hiniselt gently down, with 
Ills face towards the table. U'Jie marquis, m muta¬ 
tion of this pattern, though he would have much 
rather fasted thn^e days than run the risk of dis¬ 
composing his dress by such an attitiidi*, stretched 
hims(‘If upon the ojiposite place, reclining ui»on his 
elbow’ ill a most painful and awkward situation, 
with his head raised above the end of the eoiieh, 
that the economy of his hair might not sullcr by 
the jirojeetion of liis body. 'J'lie Italian, being a 
thin limber creature, planted himself next to I'lekle. 
w’lthout sustaining any misfortune, hut that of his 
slocking being torn by a ragged nail of the seat, as 
he raised his legs on a level with the rest ot his 
Imihs. Put tlie haroii, who was neither so w leldy 
nor snpjile in Ins joints as his compauions, fiounced 
himself down with such precipitation, that his feet, 
suddenly tilting up, came iu furious contact with 
the head of the marquis, and demolished every curl 
iu a twinkling, while his own skull, at the same 
instant, descended upon the side of bis couch with 
such violence, tliat his jieriwig was struck off, and 
the whole room filled with imlvilio. 

'I'lie drollery of distress that attended this dis¬ 
aster entirely vanquished the affected gravity of 
our young gentleman, who was obliged to suppress 
his laughter by eramining his handkerchief in his 
inoulli; for the bareheaded German asked pardon 
with such ridiculous confusion, and the marquis 
admitted his apology with such rueful complaisance, 
as were sufficient io awake the mirth of u Quietist. 

This misfortune being repaired as well us the 
circumstances of the occasion w’ould iiermil, and 
every one set Lied according to the arrangeni<*nt 
already described, the doctor graciously undertook 
to give some account of the dishes as they occurred. 
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that the company might be directed in their choice; 
and, with an air of infinite satisfaction, thus began, 
“ This here, gentlemen, is a hoil(‘d goose, served up 
in a sauce composed of i)ei)per, lovage, coriander, 
mint, nie, anchovies, and oil! 1 wish, for your 
sakes, gentlemen, it was one of the geese of Ferrani, 
BO imich celebrated among the ancients for the 
magnitude of their livers, one of which is said to 
huAe weiglie<l upw^mls of two pounds-, with this 
food, exquisite as it was, did the tyrant Ileliogabu- 
lus regale Ins hounds. But I beg i)ardon, 1 had 
almost Jorgoi the soup, which 1 hear is soneeessary 
an article at ail tables in Prance. At each end 
there are dishes of the salacacabia of the Uomans; 
ODC is made of parsley, j>enijyroyai, (dieese, pine- 
tops, honey, vinegar, brine, eggs, cueumhers, onions, 
and hen livers; tlie other is much the same as tlic 
soup-inalgre of this <’ountry. Then there is a loin 
of l)()ile<l veal with fcnuel and carruway seed, on a 
jKJtUige composed of pickle, oil, lioney, and flour, 
and a curious liashis of tiie lights, liver, and hlood 
of a hare, together with a dish of rousted jiigeons. 
Monsieur le baron, shall I help you to a jiiatc of 
(liis stuip?” 'I'he (Jenuan, who did not at all dis- 
:i]tprove of the ingr<‘dients, assented to the proposal, 
and seemed to relish the composition; while the 
ltlurq^^^ being asked by the painter wliich of the 
si!i\-kickabys he chose, was, in cousequenee of liis 
desire, accommodated witli a portion of the soup- 
maigie; and the count, in lieu of spoon meat, of 
which he said lie was no great admirer, supplied 
himself with a pigeon, tliercin conforming to the 
choice of our joung genthmuin. whose example lu* 
deti'nnined to follow tlirougli the whole course of 
the cuteitainment. 

Tlie Krenelnuan having swallowed theiirst spoon¬ 
ful, made a full pause, his throat swidled as il'an egg 
hadsiuck in his gullet, Ins e\<*s tolled, and lusinoulh 
nnderweiit a senes of iiivoltmtiny eoiitracthws and 
dilatations. Pullet, who looked stedfustly at this con¬ 
noisseur, with a view of consulting his taste, before 
he himself uould venture upon the soil]), began to 
he disturbed at these emotions, and observed, with 
some concern, that the ]>oor geiitlcniaii seemed to 
lie going into a fit; when Peregrine assnied him, 
that these were s\m])l()in.s of eestasv, and, for I'lir- 
llier confirmation,asked the mai(|iii.s how lie found 
tile souj). Jt was with Infinite ddiiculty that his 
eoinjdaisaiici* could so far luastm* Ins disgust, as to 
enable limi to answer, “Altogether <‘xcellent, iqiuii 
my hononi !’’ j\iul the painter b<‘iug certified of 
his apfuobal ion, lifted the spoon to his moutli w ith- 
ouL scruple, Init far from ju&lifjmg the eulogium 
of his taster, when this precious eomjiosition dif¬ 
fused itself upon his palate, he seemed to be de¬ 
prived of* all sense and motion, ami sat like the 
leaden statue of some river god, widi the lujuor 
flowing out at both sides <if his mouth. 

'riu* doctor, alarmed at this indecent phenoim*- 
uon, earne.stly inquired int^i the eause of it; and 
when Pallet recovered Ins recollection, and swoic 
that he would ratlier swallow porridge made of burn¬ 
ing brimstone, than such an infernal mess as that 
which lie liad tasted, tlie jdiysieian, in hisown vindi¬ 
cation, assured the comjiauy, that, except the usual 
ingredients, he had mixed nothing in the soup but 
some sal-ammoniac, instead of the ancient iiitnim, 
which could not now be procured ; and appealed to 
the marquis, whetluT such a siiceedaneum was not 
an hnprovemrnjt on the whole. The unfortunate 
petit-mnitre, driven to the extremity of his con¬ 


descension, acknowledged it to be a masterly re¬ 
finement ; and deeming him.self obliged, in point of 
lionour, to evince his s<*ntimenl8 by his practice, 
ibrci*d a few more mmitlifuls of this disagreeable 
potion down his throa*, till his stomach was so much 
ofi'ended, that he was eompelled to start up of a 
sudden, and, in the hurry of his t'levatiou, over¬ 
turned his plate into tlie bosom of the baron. The 
emergency of bis occasions would not permit him 
to stay and make apologies for this abruj>t beha¬ 
viour; so that lie flew into anotlier apavtnuuil, 
wliere Picklo found him puking, and crossing him¬ 
self with great devotion; and a ehair, at liis desire, 
being brought to the door, he sli)>ped into it more 
dead fliau alive,C()njuring Ids friend Pickle to maki* 
Ills jieaci; with the company, and, in particular, ex¬ 
cuse him to the baron, on aecount of the violent fit 
of illness with wliieli he had been seized. It was 
not without n*ason that lie employed a mediator; 
t'or when our liero returned to the dining-room, the 
(k*rman got up, and was under the hands rtf bis 
own lackey, who wip(‘d the grease J’rom a rich 
embroidered waistcoat, while lie, almost frantic with 
his misfortune, stamped upon th(‘ ground, and, in 
High Dutch, cursed the unlneky ban<|uet, and the 
impertinent entertainer, wlio, all this time, with 
great deliheralion. consoled him for the disaster, by 
assuring him, that the daniag<‘ might be repaired 
with some oil ot* turpentine, and a hot iron. Pere¬ 
grine, wlio could scarce n^fram from laughing in 
liis fae(‘, appeased his indignalion, by telling him 
how much the whole coiujianj, and especially tn« 
marquis, was mortified at tiie accident; and the 
uuiiap|»y salaeaealiia being removed, the places 
were filled with two )>ies—one of donniee, liquor¬ 
ed with syrup of wiiite jioppies, which the doctor 
!iad snb.stituled in tin* room of toasted poppy¬ 
seed, formerly laien with honey, as a dessert; and 
the other, composed of an hock of pork baked in 
honey. 

J’allet hearing the first of these dishes descnbcd, 
lifted ui» his hands and eyes, and, with signs of 
loathing and aiiiazcnient, pronounced, “A pie made 
of donniee and syrup of po])im*s I—Lord in heaven I 
what beastly fellows those Homans were!'’ His 
friend eliecked him for his irn-verent exelainatioii 
with a sev<‘re look, and r<‘eonmiended the veal, of 
which he him.seH* eheerfnlly ate, with such enco- 
miunis to the eoinpanv, that the baron resolved to 
imitate Ins example, after having called for a hnni- 
perof Burgundy, which the phjsieian, for his sake, 
wished to have been the true wine of Ealernuiu. 
'I'lie [lainter, s<‘eiijg nothing else upon the table 
which he would venture totoueli, made a merit of 
necessity, and liad recourse to the veal also; although 
h<‘ could not hel}> saying, that lie would not give 
one slice of the roast beef of Old Ihiglund for all 
the (laintieK of a Pouum empm-ov’s table. But all 
the doctor's invitations ami assurances could not 
prevail upon his guests to houour the hashis and 
the goose; and that course was succeeded by an¬ 
other, in which lie told them were divers of those 
dishes, which, among the ancients, had obtained the 
appellation of or maginficent. “ That 

which smokes in the middle,” said he, “ is a sow's 
stomach, filh’d with a composition of minced pork, 
hog’s brains, eggs, i)ep]KT, cloves, garlic, anniseed, 
rue, ginger, oil, wine, and pickle. On the right- 
hand side are tlie teats and belly of a sow, just far¬ 
rowed, fried with sweet wine, oil, flour, lovage, and 
pepper. On the left, is a fricassee of snails, fed, or 
R 
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rather purged, frUh milk. At that vcd, laext Mr. 
TalloL are fritters of pompioiu, lovage, origiiTtuni 
uud oil; and hero are a couple of pullets, ixfuatod 
4i!id i^lutted in tlio inunocr of Appiouis.’^ 

The jiuintcr, wlio had, hy wry iiiccs, testifiod lii* 
oldiovrvDOC of liic ttrw\ stomuoii, vhieh lie com- 
jKircdto » I’UgpiliiN aoU tho suuils, vhk'li Jiud iinder* 
gone jiurgutuuit no soouer heard hiru nieutjoji the 
toiisted pulletA, tluD lie soheited u ving of 

ilic fowl; which tliv doctor desred he would 
take the trouble of cutting them up, ami uceoi'Oitigly 
fleiitthem J'oiind, while Mr, X*allet tuekc.slthe table- 
cloth U])der his cIiIji, and hrundi^hed lii^ kulA^ and 
fork with singular mldressj but searoe weix* they 
set down before him, when Uie toai'H ran do>^u bis 
cheeks, and fie cuih'd itJotul, in a inuiiin^t diJSiOixter, 
“ Zounds I tins is the 4^<s;’niv of a wfmle lied of gar- 
lid'* Timt be iniglit DOb ]iox\over, dlsaj)]u>hit or 
disgrace tbe enterlaiiU'V, Jjc upplied his iiistrumenis 
to one of the binisj snul, wlum he opened up the 
cavity, was sissauiiert such an imiption of into- 
leruble smells, that, without staying to disengage 
hiinself from llie cloth, he Kjining away, w ith an 
exelaiuafion of “ Lord Jesus I” uud involved llie 
wlnUe table in havi>e, ruin, and confusion. 

Kefore lii-kie could aecomplisb bis escape, be 
was sauced w’dij u syruji of tiie donnice pie, which 
went to pieces in Uie general wreck, Aud as for 
the Italian count, be wus overw'helmed by the sow's 
Ktoiuucli, witieb, bnrsliiig in 1]u‘ lull, disc harmed its 
contents upon his leg and lliigh, OJal scuidixl Iutuko 
iiii>a,*r:vbly, that he hliricked wjlh angiuKluand grin¬ 
ned with a most giiuvtly and juirrlMe uspect. 

'I’lie hurim, who sat Kt»cuT\* witUoul tiie vorfex 
nf this tunuiit, was not ul all disjik^ased al six'ing 
his oompuniims involved in such u. culaniily an that 
which he luid ulrixidy shari>d ; hni the doolor was 
confounded with sUaiiir' :iiid Vcxntion. After hav¬ 
ing pix'^cribed oji applicuuim of oil to the contifs 
leg, be cxpi'i'KSisl bis hori'ovv for th<* vnisadventiu'e, 
which he {i]S'iily uscrif>o<1 to want of tasle and pru¬ 
dence in the juiuter, who did not think propi 
refill'll, and niiike an upolop) Jii ]ierson ^ :iml fuv*- 
tested tliut thciv nas nolliing in the fowls w'lneli 
eoedd give olb'uee ton sensible nose, the Ktulhiig 
being u niixhii'eof ts'p}H.T, lovage, <iiid 
und thesiiace,eoiisiMing of wine uud lierriug-pickle, 
■which he U:kI used instiNid of ibe eeleliiMtixl jfttntm 
of the H<iimins; that famous ]]ickle Imving been 
prepnixsl homc1jiiie,'i of the Mwafut^ whhh were a 
M>rt of tunny hsh, uud someliiiieii of the W/z/'Mjv, or 
bhad fish ; nil), lie ohservid thul tiu'ix was u thin] 
kiTi(1,cuIh‘d (fnrttm /m tnnfioit, ziiude oi‘ thegnts, gills 
undblortd of t1u‘ fh/nfifin* 

'I'he pliysieiaii, iiiidlngit wuuld be impracticable 
to reesiabiisli the order of the iKiiupiel. by jireseiit- 
iiig uiraiii t1u‘ dis)ie< which h;i<l been diseomposed, 
ordercil every tiling to ho ivmovcil, u clean chulilo 
be laid, and iIm* dcs^i^t to be brou^lit in. 

Mem>ihi!e, he re,iixHkd his lueipatily to ei\e 
them 5» spocjmen of tin* eAcns, or lidi-nieals <J the 
iiucielils • Me*h as the the cooiier-eel, 

wbieb, ill llaleu's <<piuiou. is b.ird of il^gcstimi ; 
tbem«M/f/. orgmo.ud, ihscrilH'd hv L'imv.iu ins 
.Vrtuml llisiorv. who sevs. (bo b<Miis *t m,my ot 
tbem were n toot sokI a h.dt' in length; the nmIUi 
anil Uvmprc), that wore oi the higiiesi eHlnnaiuin 
of old, o' wlinh last Julius (V'-'ir U>rrowed sln 
tboiiK.intl tor one libuuphal supper, lie olMwrviel, 
that thcluannor of drepM.:.; them w*as dct»ciibcd h) 
jlomce. iu the neeonuf lie gives of the euterhou- j 


moot tu whidt Miscenoa wd« invited by the epi¬ 
cure Niisii*dcnuii,— 

** AQV'riur (ueililoc niter muruu,v nataNtes,** tie. 
and told ihcia, I hut they were coniinorily eaten with 
tile ihuA ^Si^rufcnuif a eerlaiu anodyiiu and aatrin- 
geut tioed, which ijualiticd the purgative nature of 
the iihJi, yinflUy, iiiin learned pliysieiaii gave lliem 
to uiKlersUind, tiiat, though this was rcckoiuxl a 
JiixurioiJK disli in flie xenitli of the Ifomun taste, it 
wuii by no uicuiui coiiijiunibli^ iu ))oint of exjietise, 
lo boiiie jirepaiutions in vogue about the tiuic of 
thut ahsui’d voluptuary lleliogtibuJus, who ordered 
the Lrahisof six huiidix'd oKtriehca to Ik* compomidud 
in one mess. 

I3y tills time the dessert uppeared ; and Qie com¬ 
pany were not u little rejoietil to sec plain olives, iu 
salt itrid water, Ihit what the niasli r of tlu^ iciist 
valued himself njioii was, a Mill of jelly, wliieh he 
ailirnu'd lo l>e pn'fcrubJe to theA///vi/> tittma of llcsy- 
eliJiiK, lieing ii luixliire of vinegar, pickle, amt 
honey, boiled lo u jiniper <‘nnKiKlciiei', uii<l candied 
w iiicli lie asscrli'd, in conTrudiction t<» 
Auinclhcrpus and Lister, was no other tiinn the 
^ttMT SfjfturuMt «o jmx'ionti us l<i Ik» sold among the 
ancients to ihe ‘w’cight <if a silver iHuniy. 'J’iie 
f*entleiucil look Ins wonl for Ihc excellency of ilns 
mill, hut eonlimtcJ theinsclvcH with Liie olives, 
which gjvc such an ngrceuhle relish tothewiiie, 
that they si'cined very well disposed t<i Loiisnlc 
themselves lor the disgraces they lead eodiux^l; and 
Uiekle, unwilling to losiMhe least cinuiiiistaiii'c of 
^ntcrtaiiinicnt that could be cnjiived in their einn- 
puny, went in ipicst of tbc paiiUt^r, who renmnnsl 
in Ins jieiiiteiitlals in unotliei* apuriiuent, and c<iuld. 
iMit he ]icrhuadcd to rc-cmeiMhe iKmcpietiiig-ixioiu, 
imlil JVrt'grine undertook to procuiv bis ]i!irdon 
fixnn those whom be lisul iojured. llavuig usmui<i 
tiiiiiof tins niduJgciK'e. imr )oung gentiemau led 
tiini m likCiX cnimimt, Uiwdng on all bands w ithaii 
lir of himiility and eonh'itioii; and piirricukivly 
l<ldrcs.vmg liinisctf to the t*<nint, to whom he svol'c 

Juigbsk, UK (bsL was bis i^atioiir, lie iiiid no in¬ 
cut to a II root mail, woman, or child, hut w :is tain 
o make the best of his way, tli.it lo‘ iiiiahl iu>t give 
be boiioiirsihle cointwiny e.nisc ^^^o^eu.‘<’, by olicy- 
ng tlic dickiJes of nature in their presence. 

When Vickie iulerpietcil tliin apology to the 
[tiilian. Valid was fuigiven in very polilc terms, 
iiirl <Vfii received itif<i favour liy liw Jriend the 
loetor, ni eoiiseipicmv of onr hero’s intereession j 
>0 Ihul all the gue.sts birgiittlieir chagrin, and ]i:iid 
heir n'hjxefs so piously to the bottle, iJiat, in a 
iliort time, the eliauiiiagne piHidtux'rl very evident 
'fleets in (lie Inliiiviour iif all pioenl. 



ciiArri:]: xi.v. 

Tbc> r.iHilt'r i* to ni-coinpAh^ Piokic to a hlAft- 

i:Vu* Ml Wiriti.iiiV Ay|i.U( 1 —«. il ill u lioitbU 

AiiViiUurt*, iiiid, lull] his I'tJiiijutnoii, rtijjvi-)i(l to Uio 
lkp^|pk\ 

Tiir. ^wiiitor, ut ll'C hmiih sI vi Cic^vlo, y^ho ]i:td a 
M|»on tlu‘ rdunt's si'iiso (if hiMi'in/r* ik^onvcd 

llup (*iuti)MM\ lilt llu' liiiUii't'/- Sfftiffv w/*wpji^ 

V liivit liii'iiitv i^iiUsr,ii‘t:oii In t!io liimm 

hul iitloclinl llic (Lolu’hU* I'iM's of llu' It.iivEitl hi such 

a i\i.iiiiu<i\ tfiit Ills J(.-;iiiin,'s i-x^irrs'st'd uKtomaUiri'iit 

inul disij.iii^t; iiml. li]f Xu's i.ail(U>u uiid I'o^iciiU'd }OUr- 
tu‘\ ' lv> ilic door, it tliut liu in 

till* h^itne pruiLicuiiieiit ^MlU tliose yvho, tibuk 
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Rpeare observes, when the bagpipe sings in the nose, 
cannot contain tlieir urine for affection. 

With a view, therefore, of vindicating music from 
sueh a barbarous taste, Mr. Talict hud no sooner 
performed his task, than the count honoured his 
friends witli some favourite airs of his own coun¬ 
try, wiiich he warbled with infinite grace and ex¬ 
pression, though they had not energy suflicicut to 
engage the attention of the German, who fell fast 
asleep u])oa his couch, and snored so loud as to in¬ 
terrupt, and totally annul this ravisliing entertain¬ 
ment ; so that they were fain tohavc recourse again 
to the glass, which made sueh innovation upon the 
brain of the physician, that he sung divers odes of 
Anacreon, to a tune of his own composing, and 
held forth upon the music and recitative of the an¬ 
cients with great erudition; while Tullef, having 
found means to make the Italian acquainted witfi 
the nature of liis profession, harangued upon paint¬ 
ing witli wonderful voluhility, in a language which 
it was w(dl for his own credit the stranger did not 
understand. 

At length the doctor was seized with sueh a 
qualm, that lie begged Peregrine to Itwl him to 
his tbamber; and the baron being waked, retired 
with the count. 

I’cregrine, being rendered frolicksomo with the 
wine he had drank, proi>osed that he and Pallet 
should go to a inasijuerade, winch he recollected 
was to be given that night. 'I'he }>ainfer did not 
want curiosity and inclination to accompany him, 
hut e.xjuTssed liis apprehension of losing him in tlie 
ball, all accident which could not fail to be verj- 
disagn'eable, as he was an utter stranger to the 
language and the town. 'Jo obviate this objection, 
the landlady, w’ho was of their eounsci, advised 
him to appear in a woman's dress, w hich would lay 
his compauion under flie necessity of attending him 
with more cure, us he cou]<l not with decenT'y de¬ 
tach liimself from the lad\ whom lie should intro¬ 
duce; besides, such a supposed connexion w'ouid 
hinder the ladies of pleasure from accosting and 
emplo) ing i heiv seducing arts upon a jiersou already 
cngag<‘d. 

()nr young gentleman, foreseeing the ahundanee 
of diversion in the execution of tliis project, se¬ 
conded the pro])osa} with siicli imporiunity and 
address, that the painter allowed himself to be 
habited in a suit belonging to llie landlady, w ho also 
j'roenred for liim a mask and domino, 'wiiile J'lekle 
pnuided himself with a Spanish dress, hi this 
disguise, w'hieh they jnu on ahouf eleven o'clock, 
<lid th'*y, attemU'd hy l^ijies, set out in a fiacre for 
the ball room into which J’ickle led this supjiositi- ' 
tious female, to the astonislmioiit of tlie whole ! 
company, who had nev<T seen sucii an uncouth 
figure in the appearance of a woman. 

After they hud taken a view of all the remarkable 
masks, and the painter had been treated w'ith a 
glass of liquor, his mischievous companion gjive 
him the slip, and vanishing in an instant, returned 
with {mother mask and {i domino over his habit,that 
he ight enjoy Pallet’s jx^plexity, and l)c at hand 
to protect him from insult. 

'J'he poor jiainter, having lost his guide, was al¬ 
most disfraeted w ith anxiety, and stalked nhoutthe 
room in quest of him, vitli such liugi* strides and 
oddity of gesture, that he was followed by a whole 
multilude, who gazed at him as a preternatural 
phchoinenon. 'J his attcndaiu'e increased his un¬ 
easiness to such a degice, that he could not help 


uttering a soliloquy aloud, in which he cursed his 
fate for having depended upon the promise of such 
a wag; and swore, that, if once he was clear of 
this scrape, he would not bring himself into such 
a premimire again for thewhoie kingdom of l^raiice. 

Divers petit-maitr'-s, understanding the mask 
wa.s a foreigner, wlio, in all jirobability, could not 
speak Freneii, made up to him in their turns, in 
order to display their wit and address, and teazed 
him with several arch questions, to whieh he made 
no otlier answer than, “bio parity Francy. D~u 
your chattering!—Go about your business, ean’t 
yeP’ Among tlie masks was a nobleman, who be¬ 
gan to be very free with the sujiposed lady, and 
attempted to plunge his hand into her bosom. But 
the painter was too modest to suffer such indecent 
tmitmcut; and, when the gallant repeated his ef¬ 
forts in a manner still more indelicate, lent liim 
such a box on the ear, as made the lights dance 
before him, and cre;ited such a suspicion of Pallet’s 
sex, that the Krcnrhman sw'ore he w{is either u 
male or hermaphrodite, and insisted upon a scru¬ 
tiny, for the sake of his own honour, with such 
obstinacy of resentment, that the fictitious nymph 
was in imminent danger, not only of being exposed, 
but also of undergoing severe chastisement, for 
having made so free with the prince’s ear; wlien 
Pen*gvine, who saw and overheard every thing that 
passed, thought it was high time to interpose; and 
accorrlingly asserted his pretensions to the insulted 
lady, who was overjoyed at this proof of his pro¬ 
tection. 

Tlic affronted gallant persevered in demanding 
to know who she was, and our hero as strenuously 
refused to give him that satisfaction; so tliat high 
words ensued; and the prince threatening to punish 
his insolence, the young gentleman, who was not 
supposed to know his quality, pointed to the jilace 
where his own sword used to hang; and sna]>inng 
his lingers in his face, laid hold on the jiainti'r's 
arm, and led him to another part of the room, leav¬ 
ing his antagonist to the meditations of his ov^n 
revi'tige. 

I’allef, having chid his conductor for his bar¬ 
barous desertion, made him aeqiuiinted with the 
ditlieiilly in which he had been involved, and llatly 
telling him he would not put it in his power to give 
liim the slip again, held fast by his arm during the 
rt'inaiiiing part of tin* entertainment, to the no small 
diversion of the company, wliose attention was al¬ 
together engrossed in the contemplation of such an 
awkward, ungainly, stalking apparition. At last, 
J’iekle being tired of exhibiting this raree-show, 
complied with the repeated desires of hisconijianion, 
and handed her into the coach; wliicli he himself 
had no sooner entered, than they were surrounded 
by u file of musketeers, commanded by an exemiit, 
who, ordering the coach-door to be opened, took his 
place with great deliberation, while one of ms de¬ 
tachment mounted the box, in order lo direct the 
driver. 

Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of this 
arrest, and it was well for him he had no weapon 
wherewith to stand upon his defence; for suchw’as 
the impetuosity and rashness of his temper, that, 
had he been armed, he would have run all risks 
•atlier than .surnuidcr liiniKclf to any odds v^hat- 
ever; but J’allet iinagming that the officer was some 
g<*ntleinaTi who had mistaken their carriage for his 
own, desired his friend to umieceive the stranger; 
and, when he was informed of the real state of their 
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condition, his knees began to shake, his teeth to 
chatter, and he uttered a most doleful lamentation, 
imjwn’ting his fear of being carried to some hideous 
dungeon of the Bastile, -where he should sjjcnd the 
rest of his days in misery and horror, and never 
sec the light of God’s sun, nor the face, of a fri(*nd, 
but perish in a foreign land, far remioved from his 
family and connexions. 3*ickle d—ned him for his 
pusillanimity; and the exempt hearing a lad^' 
bemoan herself so piteously, expressed his morti¬ 
fication at being the instrument of giving her such 
pain, and endeavoured to console them, by repre¬ 
senting the lenity of the French government, and 
the singular generosity of the jjrince, by whose 
order they ■w'ere appr(*heiided. 

Peregrine, whose discretion seemed to forsake 
him on all such occasions, exclaimed with great 
bitterness against the arbitrary administration of 
France, and inveighed, -wdth many expressions of 
contempt, against the character of the offended 
prince, whose resentment, (far from being nobh*, he 
said) -was pitiful, ungenerous, and unjust. To this 
remonstrance the officer made no reply, but shrugged 
up his shoulders in silent astonishment at tlie har- 
(hesae of the prisoner, and the fiacre was just on 
the point of setting out, -when they heard the noise 
of a scuffle at the hack of the coach, and the voice 
of'roin Pipes pronouncing, “ Pll bed—Tied if I do.” 
'I’his trusty attendant liad been di*sired by one of 
the guard to doseend from his station in the rear, 
but, as he resolved to share his master’s fate, 
he took no notice of their entreaties, until they 
were si'conded by force*; and tliat he endeavoured 
to repel witli his liei*!, M'hich he applied with sucli 
energy to the jaws of the soldier who first came in 
contact with him, that they emitt(‘d a crashing 
sound like a dried walnut between the grinders ol‘ 
a temiilar in tlie pit. Exasperated at this outrage, 
the other saluted 'i’orn's posteriors with liis hajonel, 
which ineonmioded him so much, that he could no 
longer keep his post, hut leaping upon the ground, 
gave his antagonist a cliuek under the chin, -which 
laid him upon his back, and then skipping over 
him with infinite agility, absconded among the 
crowd of eoaclu*s, till he saw the guard mount 
before and In'hind upon his master's fiacre, -which 
no sooner set forward than he followed at a small 
distance, to reconnoitre the place where Peregrine 
should be confined. 

After having proceeded slowiy through many 
windings and turnings, to a part of I’aris in -which 
J’ipcs WHS an utter stranger, the eoacli stopped at 
a great gate, with a wicket in the middle, which 
being opened at the approach of the carriage, the 
prisoners -were admitted ; and the guard returning 
with the fiacre, Tom determined to w’atch in that 
place all night, that in the morning he might make 
such ohsen’ations as might be conducive to the 
enlargement of his master. 


CHAPTER Xi.VL 

By the Fidelity of Pipes, .loiter is informed of his Pupil’s 
Fate— Confers with tlie Physician—Applies to the Amhas- 
sador, who, with great Difficulty, obtains the Discharge 
of the Prisoners, oii certain Cuiiilitioni>. 

This plan lie executed, notwithstanding the pain of 
his wound, and the questions of the city guard both 
horse and foot, to which he could make no other 
answer than Anylois;** and as soon as it 


was light, taking an accurate survey of the castle 
(for such it seemed to be) into which Peregrine and 
Pallet had been conveyed, together with its situa¬ 
tion in respect to the river, he went home to their 
lodgings, and waking Mr. dolter, gave him an 
account of the adventure. The governor wrung 
his hands in the utmost grief and consternation, 
-when he heard this unfortunate piece of news; he 
did not doubt that his pupil was imprisoned in the 
Bastile for life; and, in the anguish of his appre¬ 
hension, cursed the day on which he had undertaken 
to superintend the conduct of such an imprudent 
young man, -who had, by reiterated insults, pro¬ 
voked the vengeance of such a mild forbearing 
administration. That hi; might not, however, neg¬ 
lect any means in his power to extricate him from 
his jircsent misfortune, he despatched ff'homas to 
the doelor, -with an aecount of his companion’s fate, 
that they might join their iuterc'St in behalf of the 
captives; and the jdiysician being informed of what 
had happened, immediately dri'ssed himself, and 
refiaired to Jolter, whom lie aeeosled in these words; 
“ Now, sir, 1 hope you are convinced of your error, 
in asserting that oppression can never be tlie effect 
of urliitrary power. Such a calamity as tins could 
never have haiipened under the Athenian demo¬ 
cracy. Fay, even -when the tyrant 1‘isistratus got 
lM)ss(‘ssion of that common wealtli, lie durst not ven¬ 
ture to rule with such absolute and unjust dominion. 
You sliall see now that Mr. Pickle ami my friend 
Pallet will fall a saeniiee to the tyranny of lawless 
power; and, in my opinion, we shall he accessary 
to liie ruin of this poor enslaved people, if -w'e bestir 
ourselves in demanding or imploring the release of 
our unhai>i>y <'<>nntryinen; as we may thereby pre¬ 
vent th<* commission of a ffagraiit crime, which 
would fill uj) liie vengeance of heaven against the 
perjK'trators, and perhaps he the means of restoring 
a whole nation to the unspeakable fruition of free¬ 
dom. For niy own part, 1 should rejoice to see iL- 
blooil of my father spilt in such a glorious cause, 
jirovided such a victim would furnish me with the 
opiKirtunity of dissolving the chains of slavery, and 
vindicating that liberty which is the birthright of 
man. Then would my name he immortalized among 
the initiiot heroes of antiquity, and iny memory, 
like that of Ilarinodius and Aristogilon, be ho¬ 
noured by statues erected at the juibho expense.” 
This rhapsody, wliieh was delivered with great 
emphasis and agitation, gave so much offence to 
Jolter, that, without speaking one word, he retired 
in great w'ratli to liis own chamber, and the iv- 
publican returned to his lodging, in lull hope of his 
jirognostk; being verified in the death and destrue 
tion of I’eregrine and the paiiilor, which must give 
risi; to some renowned revolution, w'herein he him¬ 
self would act a principal part. But tlie governor, 
whose imagination was not (juite so warm and 
prolific, went directly to the ambassador, whom he 
informed of his })upirs situation, and besought to 
interpose with the French ministiy, that he and the 
other British subject might obtain their Uln-rty. 

His excellency asked if .Toller could guess at the 
cause of his imprisonment, that lie might be the 
better prepared to vindicate or excuse his conduct; 
hut neither he. nor Pipes could give the smallest 
hint of intelligence on that subject; though he 
furnished himself from Tom’s own mouth with a 
circumstantial account of the manner in which his 
master had been arrested, as well as of his owm 
behaviour, and the disaster he had received on that 
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occasion. His lordship never doubted that Pickle 
had brought this calamity upon himself by some 
unlucky prank he hud played at the mastjucrade; 
especially when be understood that the young 
gentleman had drank ireely in the afternoon, and 
been so whimsical as to go thither with a man in 
woman’s apparel; and he, that same day, waited on 
the French minister, in full confidence of obtaining 
his discharge ; but mot with more difliculty than 
he expected, the court of Prance being extremely 
punctilious in every thing that concerns a prince of 
the blood. The ambassador was therefore obliged 
to talk in very high terms; and though the ])resent 
circumstances of the Prench jxditics would not 
allow them to fall out with the Britisli administra¬ 
tion for trifles, all the favour lu‘ could procure, was 
a promise that Pickle should be set at liberty, pro¬ 
vided he would ask pardon of the ])nn<*e to wlio!n 
he had given offence. His excelleney thought this 
was but a reasonable condescension, supposing JV- 
regrine to have been in the wrong; and Jolter was 
admitted to him, in order to eommnnieate and re¬ 
inforce his lordship’s advice, which was, that he ^ 
should comply with the terms proposed. I'he go¬ 
vernor, w'ho did not enter this gloomy fortress with¬ 
out fear and trembliug, found his pupil in a dismal 
ai)artmeut, void of all furniture hut a stool and 
tnudUe-bed ; the moment he was admitted, he p<T- 
eeived the youtli whistling with great iinconeern, 
and working with his pencil at tlie bare wall, on 
which he liad delineated a ludicrous figure, lalielled 
with the name of tlie nobleman w'hom he hud 
atfronh'd, and an I'lnglish mastiff with his leg lifted 
up, in the attitude of making water ni his shoe. 
He had been even so jiresumptiious as to exjilain 
the device with satine.ii mscriptions lu tlie Freueh 
language, which, wiieu dolter ]>cnised, his hair 
stood on end with aff’nglit. The Nery tnrukpy was 
confounded and overawed by the boldness of his 
behaviour, which he bail never seen matched by 
any inhabitant of that place ; and actually joined 
Ins friend in persuading Inin to submit to the easy 
demand of the minister. Hut our hero, far from 
embraeingthe counsel of this advocate, banded him 
to the door with great ceremony, and dismissed 
him with a kick on the hreeeh ; and to all the sup¬ 
plications and even tears of Jolter, made no other 
reply than that he w'ould stooj) to lU) coadest ension, 
because he had committed no enmi‘; but would 
leave his ease to tlie cognizance and exertion of 
the British court, whose duty it was to see justice 
dom‘ to its oAvn subjects. He desired, however, 
that Pallet, who was confined in another jilace, 
might avail himself of his owm disposition, wdiich 
was sufliciently pliable. Hut \vlu*n the governor 
derired to sec his fellow prisoiuT, the turnkey gave 
him to understand, that he had received no orders 
ridatiiig to the lady, and therefore could not admit 
him into her apartment; though he was com- 
piaisaut enough to tell him tiiat she seemed very 
much mortified at her confinement, and at certain 
times behaved as if her brain was not a little disor¬ 
dered. Jolter, thus baffled in all liis endeavours, 
quitted the Bastile with a heavy heart, and reported 
his fruitless negotiation to the ambassador, who 
could not hel]) breaking I'orth into some acrimoni¬ 
ous expressions against the obstinacy and inso¬ 
lence of the y'oimg man, who, he said, deserved to 
suffer for his folly. Nevertheless, he did not desist 
from his representations to the French ministry, 
wliieh he found so unyielding, that he was obliged 


to threaten in plain terms to make it a national 
concern ; and not only write to his court for instruc¬ 
tions, hut even advise the council to make reprisals, 
and send some French gentlemen in London to the 
towiu*. 

U'his intimation had an effect upon tlie ministry 
at Versailie.s, who, rather than run the risk of 
incensing a people, whom it was neither their in¬ 
terest nor inclination to disoblige, consented to dis¬ 
charge the ofleiidtTs, on condition that they should 
leave Paris in three days after their enlargement, 
'riiis proposal was readily agreed to by I’eregrine, 
who was now a little more tractable, and heartily 
tired of being cooped up in such an uncomfortable 
abodt‘, for the space of three long days, without 
any sort of communication or entertainmenl, but 
that which his own iiuagmatiou suggested. 

(JUAI’TFJi XLVTI. 

Perp{frinc inukps himsfll iiieri v Jit llu‘ expense of the Paintei, 

wliueuisis Ills L:iis(il>i(l\, and bieaks with the Ductor 

As hi* could easily conceive the situation of his 
companion in a(iv(*rsity, he was unwilling to leave 
the }>lace, until he had reaped some diversion from 
his distress, and with tliat view repaired to llic 
dung(‘oTi of the afflicted ])ain1er, to which he had 
by tins time free access. When he entered, the 
first olijcct that jiresented itself to his eye was so 
uncommonly ridiculous, that he could scarce pie- 
serve that gravity of countenance whicli he had 
affe<*ted in order to execute the joke he had planned. 
'The fiirloru I’allct sat upriglit in lii.s bed, in a dis- 
h.d>i!le tliut was altogether extraordinary. He had 
laid aside his monstrous lioo]), togetlur with lus 
sta^s, gow'ii, and jx'ttieoaf, wrapped his lapjiets 
about his head h\ way of iiiglit-cap, and woie 
Ids dommo as a loose morning-dress; his grizzled 
locks hung down aliout his lack-lustre cncs and 
tawny neck, m all the disorder of negligi*nce; his 
gray beard iinslled about half an inch through tlie 
remains of tlie paint with whieli lus visage had 
been bedaubed, ami evLM’y feature of Ids face was 
Icngtliened to the most ridiculous expression of 
grief ami dismay. Seeing Peregrine come in. he 
started uj) iii a sort of frantic ecstasy, and, running 
towards him wiili open arms, no sooner perei'ived 
woeful ajipc.irance into which our hero had 
luodellcd Ins jdiysiogiiomy, than he stopjied short 
all of a sudden, and the joy which ha<i bcgmii to 
take jiosscssion of lus heart was in a moment dis¬ 
pelled by the most rueful presages; so that I** 
stood in a most ludicrous jiosturc of dejection, like 
a malcfacior at the Did Hailey, when sentence 
about to be pronounced. Pickle, taking him by 
the hand, heaved a profound sigh, and after having 
jirotested that lie was extremely mortified at being 
pitched upon as the messenger of bad new's, told 
liim, with an air of sympathy and infinite concern, 
that the French court having discovered Ins sex, 
had resolved, in consideration of the outrageous 
indignity he offered in pulilic to a prince of the 
blood, to detain him in the Hastile a prisoner for 
life; and that this sentence was u mitigation obtained 
by tlie importunities of the Britisli umhussador, the 
punishment ordained by law being no other than 
breaking alive on the w'heel. ff'hese tidings aggra¬ 
vated the horrors of the painter to such a degree, 
tliat he roared aloud, and skip])cd about the room 
in all the extravagance of distraction ; taking God 
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and man to witness that he would rather sutfer im- 
inediatc death, than endure one year’s imprison¬ 
ment in such a hideous place; and cursinpr the 
hour of his birth, and the moment on which he de¬ 
parted from his own country. “For my own 
part,” said his tormentor, in a hypocritical tone, 
“ I was obliged to swallow the bitter pill of making 
submission to the prince, who, as 1 had not pre¬ 
sumed to strike him, received acknowledgments, 
in consequence of which 1 shall be this day set at 
liberty; and there is even one expedient left for 
the recovery of your freedom. It is, I own, a dis¬ 
agreeable remedy; but one had better undergo a 
little mortification, than be for ever wretched. Be¬ 
sides, upon second thoughts, I begin to imagine that 
you will not for such a trifle sacrifice yourself to 
the unceasing horrors of a solitary dungeon, espe¬ 
cially as’ your eondescen.sion will in all probability 
be attended with advantages which you eoiild not 
oflicrwise enjoy.” Fallet, interrupting him with 
great eagerness, begged for the love of (lOd that he 
would no longer keep him in the torture of sus¬ 
pense, but mention that same remedy, which he 
was resolved to swallow, let it be never so un¬ 
palatable. ; 

Teregrine, baving thus.played upon his passions 
of fear and bop*’, answered, that, us the offence was 
committed iu the habit of a woman, which was a 
disguise unworthy, of the other sex, the French 
court was of opinmti that .the dCUiwuent should he 
reduced to the neuter gender; so-tlmt there was an 
alt(Timtive at his own option, by which he had it in 
his ])()wer to regain imuiediate freedom. “ What!” 
cried the painter in despair, “become a singer? 
Gad?.<H)k8 i and the devil and all that, I'll rather lie 
still wliej’e I am, and let myself be devoured by 
vermin.” Then thrusting out his throat, “Here 
i.s my wind*pipe,” saifl he, “be so good, my dear 
friend, us to give it a slice or two; if you don't, I 
shall one of theKe (lavs be found dangling in my 
garters. What an unVortunatci rascal 1 um I What 
u blockhead, and n beast, and a fool was T to trust 
myself among such u barbarous ruffian ra«e I Lc^rd 
forgive yon, Mr. riekle, for having been the imme¬ 
diate cause of my disaster; if you had stood by me 
from the beginning, according to your promise, I- 
should not liuve been teaxed by that coxcomb who 
lias brought me to tliis pas.s. And why did I put 
on thisd —ned unlucky dress ? Lard cursi’ that chat¬ 
tering Jezebel of a landlady, who advised such a 
preposterous disguise*! a disguise which hath not 
only brought me to this jniss, but also rendered me 
abominable to myself aud frightful toothers; for 
when I this nioruing siguliieil to the turnkey, that 
1 wanted to be shaved, he looked at my beard with 
astonishment, and, crossing himself, muttered his 
pater noster, believing me, i sujipose, to be a wdteli, 
or something worse. Aud Heaven confound tliat 
loathsome bantpiet of the ancients, which .provoked 
me to drink too freely, that I might wash away the 
taste of that accursed silbkieaby.” 

()ur young gentleman, having heard his lamen¬ 
tation to ail end, excused himself for his conduct, 
by representing, that he could not possibly foresee 
the disagreeable consequences that attended it; and, 
in the mean time, strenuously counselled him to 
submit to the tenns of his enlargement. He ob¬ 
served, that he was now arrived at that time of hfe, 
when the lusts of the flesh should be entirely mor¬ 
tified within him, and his greatest concern ought 
to be the health of his soul, to which nothing could 


f more effectually contribute than the amputation 
which was proposed; that his body, as well as his 
mind, would profit by the change, because he would 
have no dangerous appetite to gratify, and no carnal 
thoughts to (iivert him from the duties of his pm- 
fession; and his voice, which was naturally sweet, 
would improve to such a degree, that he would 
captivate the ears of all the people of fashiou and 
taste, and in a little time be celebrated under the 
appellation of the English Seiiesino. 

These arguments did not fail to make an impres¬ 
sion upon the painter, who, nevertheless, started 
two objections to his compliance ; namely, the dis¬ 
grace of the punishment, and the dread of his wife. 
Pickle undertook to obviate these difficulties, by 
assuring him, that the sentence would be executed 
so privately as never to transjure; and that his 
wife could not be so uneonscionable, after so many 
years of cohabitation, as to taki* exceptions to an 
expedient, by which she would not only enjoy tlie 
conversation of her husband, but even the fruits of 
those talents which the knife would so remarkably 
refine. 

Pullet shook his head at this last remonstrance, 
as if he thought it would not be altogether con¬ 
vincing to his spouse; but yielded to the pro]>osal, 
provided her coustjnt could be obtained. Just as 
lie signified this condescension, the gaoler entered, 
and, addressing himself to the sup])osed latjy, ex- 
jiressed his satisfaetion in having tlie honour to 
tell her, that she was no lortgcr a prisoner. As the 
painter did not nndcrvStand one word of wliat he 
stiicl. Peregrine undertook the office of interpri'ter, 
and made his friend believe the gaoler's speecli was no 
other than an intimation, that tlie ministry had sent 
a snrgeon to execute what was ]')roposed, and that 
the instruments and di’wssings were prepared in the 
next room. Alarmed and terrified at this sudden 
appointment, he flew to the other end of the room, 
and snatching up an earthen chamhei’pot, Mhieh 
was tli (5 only oflensive weapon in the place, put 
himself in a posture of defence, and, with many 
oaths, thr(*atened to try the temper of tlie barber's 
skull, if he should presume to set Ills nose within 
the upartmeut. 

The gaoler, who little expi’eU’tl such a recepli<ni, 
coneluded that the poor gentlewoman had actually 
lost her wits, aud retreated witli jirecipitatmn, 
l{‘aviijg the door open as he went out. l imn which 
Pieklc. gathering up the particulars of Ins dress 
with great desiniteh, eramined them info Pallet’s 
arms, and, taking notice that now the coast was 
clear, exhorted him to follow his footst<‘ps to the 
gate, where a Imckuey coach stood for his reception, 
'riiere being no tunc for liesitalion, the painter took 
his advice, and, without quitting the utensil, v\hieh 
ill his hurry he forgot to lay down, sallii’d out in 
the rear of our hero, with all that wililne.ss of 
terror and impatience which may be reasonably 
supposed to take possession of a man who flies 
from perpetual imprisonment. Sueh was tiu* tu¬ 
mult of his agitation, that his faculty of ihinking 
was for the jiresent utterly overwhelmed, and lie 
saw no object but his conductor, whom he followed 
by a sort of instinctive impulse, without regarding 
the keepers and sentinels, who, as he passed, with 
his clothes under one arm, and his chamlHT])ot 
brandished above his head, were confounded, and 
even dismayed at the strange apiuirition. 

During the whole course of this irruption, he 
ceased not to cry with great vociferation, “ Drive, 
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coachman, drive, in the name of God!” And tJie 
earria^a' had proceeded the Icnjrtli of a whole 
street, before he manifeRted the least sit;n of reflec¬ 
tion, but stared like the Gordon’s head, with Itis 
mouth wide open, and each j)articular liair crawl- 
iiijjf and twining like au animated serj)ent. At 
J^'iigth, hoM’cver, he began to recover (he use of his 
senses, and asked if IVregrine thought him <mt of 
all daiig(‘r of being retaken. Tliis unrelenting v\ag, 
1 ot yet satisfied with the affliction he had imposed 
upon tli(‘sufierer, answered, witli an air of doubt 
and eoneern, that he lioped they w’ould not hi* 
overtaken, and prayt'd to God they udglit not be 
retarded by a stop of ejrriapi's. Pallet fervently 
joined in this vsnpjdieation, and thev advanced a 
f{*w yards Inrlher, when tlie noise of a eoaeh at 
lull spee<I behind them invaded their ears; and 
Idekle luiving looked out of tin* window, witluhvw 
Ills lH‘ad in seeming confusion, and ('Xel.dined, 
“Lord have mercy upon us! 1 wish tliat may not 
he a jiiiard sent after ns. ]\letiiinks 1 saw tlie 
nniz/leof a fusil stHd\iiiii out of the eoaeh.” ^'he 
painter, heariiui these* tidines. that inslatil thrust 
iunisidl' h.ilf out at l!ie Mindow, witii Ids helmet 
stdl in Ids hand, hellowing to the coachman, as 
loud as he could roar. “J)nve, d—ii \i\ dine! 
to till* gales of dei'ieho and ends of tlie earth! 
Ihne, \ou raggunmflin, you rasealhon. vou hell- 
honufl! (Irivi* us to the pit of lu‘11, rather tiiaii -we 
Bhould be lala*n.” 

Snell a phantom could not pass without attract¬ 
ing tlie curiosity of tlic jteople, who ran to tlie 
door** and windows, in order to lieliold this ohjeet 
of admiration. 'W'ith tlie same view, (hat eoaeh, 
vvhieii was sn])]ios(*el 1o he in imrsuit of him, 
sloj pad just as tile wiiidows of (‘aeh liap|)<‘ii(‘d to 
]){'opposiu*; and Pallet looking hehmd. and s<*eing 
tiiiee men stainling njioii tin* foot-hoaul, armed 
Veilli eanes, wln(*li Ins fear eonverted into fusils, 
in*\er doubted dial lnsfiu‘nd*s susjdeion was just; 
but, shaking his j«udaii at die imagniarv guank 
swoie li(* would sooner die than part wdtli his ]ne- 
cions waie. 'Tlie owii(*r of tlie e<iae]i, who was a 
iioldeman of the first ijualilv, mistook him for 
sonn* miiiai>i)\ woman deprived ofher senses; ami, 
oideiing lus coaehrnan to ]m>eeed, convineed the 
fugitive, to his infinite jov, that liiis was no more 
than a rals(* alarm. lie was not, for all that, freed 
from anxiety and trejudat.on; hut our \omig m-n- 
tli'inan, fearnm Ins brain would not hear a reiietidon 
ol’ the same join*, perinitled him to gain his own 
lodgings, without i'urtlier iiiolestadon. 

His landLidv, meeting him on the stair, was so 
aOeeted at lus a}>])earanee, tliat she sereained aloud, 
and b(*t(>ok hersi'if to flight ; whih* lie, eursing h(‘r 
with great liitterness, rnsiied into the apartment of 
the doctor, who, instead of receiving him with 
cordial embraces, and congratulating him ujxm his 
deliverance, gave evident tokens of unibiage and 
diseonlent; and even plunil} told Inni, he hojicd to 
have heard tliat he and i\lr. 1'lel-vle had ae*ed the 
glorious ])art ol’Calo—an event wliieh would have 
laid the foundation of such nohle struggles, as 
could not fail to end in iuijipines.s and freedom ; and 
that he hud already made some progress in an ode 
that would have iinmurtali/(‘d their nami's, and 
insiiiivd the flame of hherly in every hoiu'st lireast. 
—“'I'liere,” said lie, “ I would Jiave proved, tliat 
great talents, and high sentiments of liberty, do 
reciprocally jiroducc and assist each other; and 
illustrateil my assertiouci with such notes and 


quotations from the Greek writers, as would have 
opened the eyes of Ihctnost hUiul and unthinking, 
and touched the most callous and ohdunite heart. 
() fooU to ih'ni/t the viav^ whose ample viind must 
f/rasp v'hatvvvr yoiuicr stars sump —Pray, Mr. 
Pallet, wliat is your opinion of that image of the 
mind’s grnsjiing the whole universe? For niy own 
part, i can't help thinking it the most happy cou- 
cejjtion that ever entered my imagination. 

'I’he painter, who wa? not such a flaming (*n- 
Ihusiasf hi the cause of liberty', could not brook the 
doctor's ndlections, whieli lie tlioiight savoured a 
littU* too much of iudifterenee and deficieucy in 
jioint of jinvate friendship; and tlierefore seized 
tlie present ojiportuuity of mortifying his pride, by 
observing, that the image w’as, without all doubt, 
very grand and magmfieeut; hut that he had heeii 
obliged for tin* idea to J\lr. liayes, in the Ivchearsal, 
w’ho values himself upon the same figure, conveyed 
in these words, But all these v/rjuls, trhen hi/ the et/c 
of reason t/nts/)'<l^ U])on any other occasion, 

the piaiiiter would have triimqihod greatly in this 
deteefum; hut such was tlie flutter and eonl'nsion 
()i‘ Ids s])irits, under'the ajiprelieiision of being re¬ 
taken, that, without further eomminiieatiou, he iv- 
tUMted to hi^ own room, in <»rder to resume ids 
own dress, wld<*li he hoj>ed would alter his apjK'ar- 
atiee in such a inainier, as to hatlle all scareli and 
examination; w hih*tiie plij sK’ian nmiainedashamed 
and abaslu'd, to find himself eonvieled of bombast 
)»v a jierson of sueli eontemjilibie talents. He was 
offended at this jiroof of h»s memory, and so much 
enraged at his jnvsiunjition in evliihituig n, tl at b<* 
could never foigive his want of n*\<*renee, and 
took (‘very ojiiiortuiiity of cx])osi!ig his ignoram-e 
and f'olly in tin* si*({U(.*I. Indeed, file lies of I'Hvate 
afieelioii w’cre too weak foengntge (lie In art of (his 
ri'jiublicLUi, wliosezeal for tin* eommmnly liud (*ii- 
tiieh swallowed U]) Ids concern i'or nidlv iduab. 
Hi* looked u])on jiarlieular fru*iidship as a pas'-mn 
unworthy of his ample soul, and was a professed 
admirer oi L. IMindius, Juinus Ihnitus, and those 
later patriots of the same iiatui*, who siint tlieu* ears 
against the cries of nature, and resisted all the die- 
lutes of gratitude and humanity. 


('IIAPTEU XLVITT. 

Pallet conceives nhcaitv Cinitenipt of Ihn Ftliow-Tiavi iiei, 
and att.ieiies lnni.s<.ll to l‘itkle, wlio, iicveiilieitss ])m- 
scculcK him with Ins iniMliievotiB'I'alent upon the Jload 
to ri.nulejs. 

Lv the mean time. Ids comjiaidon liaving (‘iiqiloyed 
divers jvailsfull of water, in cleansing himself from 
the squalor of a jail, sulmulted his faee to the 
harhei, tinged his eyebrows with a sable lim*, and, 
being tlressed in Ids own clotbes v(*ntiired to visit 
Peregrine, wlio was still under flu* bands of his 
valet-de-ehamin*e, and wlio gave liiin to under¬ 
stand, that Ids eseajie had been eomdved at, and 
that the condition of tlieir deliveraner was their 
(lepattnre from 1‘ansin tliret* days. 

The painter was transported with joy, when he 
learnt that he ran no risk of being retaken; and, 
far from repining at tlie terms o‘ his enlargement, 
would have wjUingly set out on his return to Eng¬ 
land that same afternoon ; for the Hastiie had 
Tuade such an impression upon him, that he started 
at the sound of every coach, aad turned pale at 
sight of a French boidlcr In the fulness of hiK 
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heart, he complained of the doctor’s indifference, 
and related wiiat had passed at their meeting with 
evident marks of resentment and disrespect; which 
were not at ail diminished, when Jolter informed 
liim of the physician’s behaviour, when he sent for 
him to confer about the means of iil)ridging their 
confinement- Pieklc himself was ineenhcd at his 
want of bowels; and, perceiving how much he had 
sunk in the opinion of his fellow-traveller, resolved 
to encourage these sentimimts of disgust, aiul oe- 
caBionully foment the division to a downright 
quarrel, which he foresaw would produce some di¬ 
version, and perhaps exjiose the poei’s character in 
such a light would ellectually punish him for his 
arrogance and barbarity. With this view, he le¬ 
velled several satirical jtikes at tlie doctor’s pedantry 
and taste, w'hieh had appeared so conspicuous iu 
the quotations he had got by heart from aneieiil au¬ 
thors ; in his affected disdain of the best pictures 
in the world, "whieh, had he been endowed with tlie 
least share of discernment, he could not have beheld 
with such insensibility *, and, lastly, in Ins ridiculous 
banquet, which none but an egregious eoxeomh, 
devoid of all elegance and sense, would have pre¬ 
pared, or presented to rational beings. In a word, 
our young gentleman pla\ed the artillery of his 
w’it against him with sucli success, that the lunnter 
seenied to wake from a dream, and went homo 
with the most hearty contempt for the person he 
had formerly adored. 

Instead of using the privih'ge of a friend, to 
enter his aiiartment without ceremony, he sent m his 
servant with a message, importing, tliat he intended 
1o set out from J^iris next day, in oonqiany ^>*itli 
TVlr. Tickle, and desiring to know'wlictheroriiol ho 
was or would he prejiared for the journey. '.Fhe 
doctor, struck wifli tlu‘ maimer, as well as the 
matter of this intimation, went immediately to 
IVUet’s room, and demanded to know' the cause of 
such a sudden determination, wltiiout his print) or 
concurrence; and, when he understood llu* ne¬ 
cessity of their affairs, rather than travel by himself, 
he ordered his baggage to be packed uj), and sig¬ 
nified his readiness to eonlbrm to the emergeuey of 
the case; though he was not at all jileased with tlic 
cavalier behaviour of Tallot, to whom he threw out 
some hints of bis own importaiu'e, and the im¬ 
mensity of his eondoscimsion, in favouring him 
with such marks of regard. Hut by this time these 
insinuations had lost their effect iqion the painter, 
who told him, with an ureli sneer, that he did not 
at all question Ins leuniing and aliihties, and jiar- 
ticularl^ his skill in cookery, which he should 
never forget while his palate retained its function; 
but ncvenheless advisi'd him, for the sake of llu* 
degenerate eaters of these days, to spare a little of 
his sal ammoniac in the next siUykickaby he should 
prepare; and bate somewhat of the devil's dung, 
which he luul so plentiliilly crammed into the 
roasted fowls, unless he ha<l a mind to convert his 
guests into patients, with a view of licking himself 
whole for the expense of the enlertaininent. 

The physician, nettled at these sareiisms, eyed 
him with a look of indignation and disdain; aiul, 
being unwilling to express himself in English, lest, 
in the course of the altercation, Tullet should be so 
much irritated as to depart w'itliout him, he vented 
ftis anger in Greek. The painter, though, by the 
Bound, he supposi‘d this quotation to be Greek, 
complimented his friend njion his knowledge in the 
Welsh language, and fouml moans to rally him 


quite out of temper; so that he retired to his own 
chamber in the utmost wrath and mortification, and 
left his antagonist exulting over the victory he Juid 
w'on. 

While those things passed between these ori¬ 
ginals, Peregrine waited upon the ambassador, 
whom he thanked for his kind interposition, ac¬ 
knowledging the indiscretion of his own conduct, 
with such appearance of conviction, and promises 
of n*formation, that his exeelleney freely forgave 
him for all the trouble he liud been put to on his ac¬ 
count, fiirtified him with sensible advices, and, as¬ 
suring him of his continual favour and friendship, 
gave him, ut parting, lettei's of introduction to 
several persons of (piality belonging to the British 
court. 

Thus distingukshed, our young gentleman took 
leave of all his Kreueh acquainfanee, and spent tl.e 
eveuing with some of those who had enjo\ed tlie 
greatest share of his intimacy and confidence; 
wliile flolter superintended his domestic concerns, 
and, with infinite jo), bespoke a })ost-chaise and 
horses, in order to eonv{‘y him from a place where 
he lived in continual ajqu'elieiision of sulfering hv 
tin* dangerous disposition of his pujdl. Every thing 
being adjusted according to their plan, thej and 
their fellow-travellers next day dined together, and, 
about four in the afternoon, took their departure in 
two chaises, eseorti“d b) the valet-<le-ehamhre, 
J’ipes, and the doctor’s lacquey, on liorsehaek, well 
furnished with arms and amninnilion, in ease of 
being attacked by robbers on the roa<l. 

It was about ele\en o'clock at night when they 
arrived at Senlis, whieli was tin* plaee at wliieli 
they jiroposed to lodge.and where they w’cre obliged 
to knoek u]> the jieoph* of 1 lie inn, belbre thev could 
luive their siqiper piepnred. All the provision in 
tile house was but barely suffieienl to turiiish one 
indillereut meal. However, the painter consoled 
himself for the quantity with the (puilitv ol‘the 
dishes, one of which was a fricassee of rabhil, a 
preparation whieli lie valued above all the dainties 
that ev<T smoked upon tlie tabh* of tlie sunqituous 
lleliogabalus. 

1 ie had no sooner expressed himself to this effect 
than our hero, who was almost iiicessanih laving 
tra])S for diversion at Ins neighbour’s exjiense, laid 
hold on the declaration; and, recollecting the story 
of Scipio ami the muleteer in Gil Hlas, resolved to 
perpetrate a joke upon the stomach of Ballet, w liich 
seemed })articularly well <lisposc*d to an hearty 
su]»per. He accordingly dig(*sted his plan; ami, 
the company being seated at table, affected to gaze 
with peculiar eagerness a.t the jndnter, who had 
helped himself to a large jiortion (if the frica.^sce, 
and began to swallow it with infinite relish. Ballet, 
notwitlistunding the keenness of his a])j)etite, could 
not help taking notice of Biekle’s demeanour; and. 
making a short jiausc in the exercise of his grin¬ 
ders, “You are surprised,” said he, “to see me 
make so much des])atcli; but 1 was extremely 
hungry, and this is one of the best fricassees I ever 
tasted, 'riie French are very expert in these dishes, 
that I must allow; and, upon my conscience, I 
would never desire to eat a more delicate rabbit 
than this that lies iqion my plate.” 

ik'regrine mad<* no other re[))y to this encomium, 
than the repetition of the word “rabbit!” with a 
not(‘ of admiration, and such a significant shake of 
the head, as effectually alarmed the otlier, who in¬ 
stantly suspended the action of his jaws, and, with 
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' tbe morsel half chewed in his mouth, stared round 
him with a certain solidity of apprehension, which 
is easier conceived than described, until his eyes 
encountered the countenance of Thomas Pipes, who 
being instructed, and posted opposite to him for the 
occasion, exhibited an arch grin, tiiat completed 
the painter’s disorder. Afraid of swallowing liis 
moiitliful, and ashamed to dispose of it any other 
way, he sat some time in a most distressed state of 
suspense; and, being questioned by Mr. Jolter 
touching ids calamity, ma<le a violent efibrt of the 
muscles of his gullet, which with difficulty per¬ 
formed their office, and then, with great confusion 
and concern, asked if Mr. Pickle suspeeled tfie 
rabbit’s identity. I’lie young gentleman, assuming 
a mysterious air, pretended ignorance of tbe matter, 
observing, that he was apt to suspect all dish(‘s of 
that kind, sine.e lu* had been informe<l of the tricks 
wliieh w(*!‘e commonly played at inns in France, 
Italy, and Spain, and reecmnted that passage in (»il 
Bias, which we have liinted at above, saying, he did 
not preumd to lie a connoisseur in animals, but the 
lefts of the creature which composed that fricassee dul 
not, in his opinion, resemble those of tlie rabbits he 
had usually setm, 'J'lds observation hud an evident 
effect ujion the features of tbe painter, wlio, with cer¬ 
tain signs of loathing and astonishment, exclaimed, 
“Lord flesusl” and appealed to Pipes for a dis¬ 
covery of the truth, by asking if he knew any 
tiling of the affair. l\>m very gravely replied, tiiat 
he did hupppse the food was wliolesoxm* enough, for 
he had seen the skin and feet of a sp<*eial ram-eat, 
new flayed, hanging upon the door of a small 
pantry adjoining to the kiteiien. 

Before this simleiiee \vas uttered, Pallet’s belly 
seemed to move in contact witli Ills liack-hone, his 
colour changed, no part hut the whites of his eyes 
wvr<‘ to lie seen, he dropficd his lovier jiiw,« and 
fixing Ins hands in his sides, retched with such 
convulsive agonies, as aimwedanddihconoerted the 
whole company ; and what augnumted his disorder, 
was the tenacious retention of his stomach, \Yhieh 
absolutely refused to part with its eon(<‘nts, not- 
withstandiug all the energy of Ids abhorreuee, 
which threw him into a cold swixit, and almost j 
into a swoon. i 

Pickle, uhinned at his condition, assured him it ' 
w’as a genuine rabbit, and that Ik* had tutored l^ipt's 
U) say otherwise for the joke’s sake. But this con¬ 
fession lie considered as a friendly artifice of PickU*'s 
compassion, and, therefore, it had little effect upon 
his constitution.* By the assistance, however, of a , 
large Inimper of brandy. Ins spirits were reeriiited, i 
and his recollection so far recovered, that he was ' 
able to deelan*, wnth divers contortions of face, that 
tile dish had a jiarticular rankness of taste, w'hieh 
he liad imputed partly to the nafun* of the French 
coney, and partly to tiic couipositiori of (heir .sauei's. 
'riieu he inveighed against the infamous practices 
(»f French publicans, attributing such imposition to 
their oppressive government, which kept them so 
necessitous, that they were teinjiled to <‘xercise all 
manner of knavery upon their unwary guests. 

Jolter, who could not find in his heart to let slip 
nny opportunity of speaking in favour of the French, 
told him, “ that he was a very great .stranger to 
their police, else he would know, that if, upon in¬ 
formation to the magistrate, Lt should appear, that 
any traveller, native or foreigner, had been imposed 
uiKin or ill-treated by a publioaii, the offender would 
w* immediately obliged to shut up his house and. 


if his behaviour had been notorious, he himself 
would be sent to tlip galleys without the least hesi¬ 
tation. And as for the dish which has been made 
the occasion of* your jiresent di.sorder,” said he, I 
will take upon me to affirm it was prepared of a 
genuine rabbit, which was skinned in my presence; 
and, in confirmation of what 1 assert, though such 
fricassees are not the favourites of my taste, 1 will 
eat a part of this without scruple.” So saying, he 
swallowed several mouthfuls of the questioned 
coney, and Ballet seemed to eye it again with incli¬ 
nation i nay, he even resumed his knife and fork, 
and, being just on the point of applying them was 
seized with another qualm of ajiprehension, that 
broke out in an exclamation otj ‘‘After all, Mr. 
Jolter, if it should be u real ram-cat—J^ord have 
mercy upon me ! here is one of the claws 1” With 
thc.se words, he presented the tip of a toe, of which 
Fipes had snipped off live or six from a duck that 
W’as roasted, and purposely scattered them in the 
fncas.s(*e; and the governor could not behold this 
testimonial without syuqitoms of unea.siness and 
remorse; so tiuit he and the painter sat silenced 
and aba.s]ied, and made fact's at each other, while 
tlie physician, w ho hated them both, exulted over 
tlieir affliction, bidding them be of good cheer, and 
jiroeeed w'ith their meal; for he was ready to de¬ 
monstrate, that the flesh of a cat was as nourishing 
and (leliciouH as veal or mutton, provided they could 
prove Hull the said eat was not of llie hoar kind, 
and hatl led cliiefly on vegetable diet, or even con¬ 
fined its carnivorous ajqietite to rats and mice, wliieh 
he affirmed to he dainties of exipiibite taste and 
flavour, lie said it was a vulgar mistake to think 
that all flesh-rievonnng ereatures were unfit to be 
eaten ; w ituess the consumption of swine and ducks, 
animals that (hdight in carnage, as well as fish, 
which ]irey iqion each other, and feed on bait and 
carrion ; togetluT with the demand for bear, of 
which lh(* best liams in the world arc made, lie 
fhen observed, tiiat the negroes on tlu* coast of 
(luincift who are healthy and vigorous peojde, pre¬ 
fer eats and dogs to all oilier fare; and numtioned 
from liistory several sieges, during which the inhu- 
bitant.s, who were blocked up, lived upon tlie.si* 
nnimal.s, and had recourse even to human flesh, 
wliieh, to his certain knowledge, was in ail res]>ecls 
preferable to pork ; for, in tin* course of his studies, 
he liad, for the experiment's sake, eaten a steak cut 
from the buttock of a person wdio hud been bunged. 

I’his dissertation, fur from composing, increased 
the diMjuiet in the stomachs of the governor and 
painter, who, hearing the la.st illustration, turned 
their eyes ujion the orator at the same instant with 
looks of horror and disgust; and, the one muttering 
the term canniUtly and the other pronouncing the 
word abomniaiion, they rose from table in a great 
liurry, and, running towards anoilier aiiartnient, 
jostled with such violence in the passage, that both 
were overturned by tin* shock, whicli also contri¬ 
buted to the effect of their nausea, that mutually 
defiled them as they lay. 

ClIAFTFK XLIX. 

Nona tJie Phy.sician sacn-d from hi.s Ridicule—They reach 
Arras, where our Adventurer eriRageh in Play with two 
Frcndi Ofheers, who next morning give the Landlord an 
interebthifi Prool of their Importance. 

The doctor renuiiuod sullen and dejected durinj; 
the whole journey ; not hut that he attempted to 
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recover his importance, by haranf^uing upon the 
Roman highways, when Mr. J oiler desired the 
company to take notice of the fine pavement ii])on 
whicli they travelled from Paris into Flanders; but 
J*aliet, who thought he had now gaiuetl the ascun« 
deucy over the physician, exerted himself in main¬ 
taining the superiority be had ac(juired, by venting 
various sarcasms upon his self-conceit ami attecta- 
tioii of learning, and even uttering puns and conun¬ 
drums upon the reinarks which tlie republican 
retailed. When he talked of the Flaminian Way, 
the painter questioned if it was a better pavement 
than the Flemiiiian way on wliich they travelled. 
And the doctor having ohsiTved, that this road was 
made for the convenience of drawing the French 
artillery into Flanders, which was often tlie seat ol' 
war, Ins competitor in wit replied, with inlinite 
vivacity, “ U'herc are more great guns than the 
Freiieli king knows of, drawn along this causewa}', 
doctor f’ 

Encouraged by the success of these efforts, whieli 
tickled the imagination of Jolter, and drew smiles, 
as he imagined, of ajiprobation from our hero, he 
sported in many other e(piivo([ues of the same na¬ 
ture, and, at dinner, told the j)li)sician that he was 
like the root of tlie tongue, a.s being cursedly down 
in the mouth. 

ily tiiis time, sueh was the animosity subsisting 
betvveen these quondam friends, that tlu‘y never 
conversed togetlier, exeept with a view'of exposing 
eaeli otlier to the ridieule or eontemjjt of their fel¬ 
low-travellers. 'Die doetor was at great ]>ains to 
point out the ftdiy and ignorance of IVlIet in pri¬ 
vate to Peregrine, who was often eonjutv<l in tin* 
same manner by the painUT lo take notice of the 
phjsieian’s want of manners and taste. I*iekle pre¬ 
tended to acquiesce in tlie truth of tlieir mutual 
severity, wlneii, md(‘ed, was extremely just; and, 
by malieums insinuations, lilew up llieir contention, 
witii a view of Imiiging it to ojien hostility. Rut 
both seemed so averse to di‘eds of mortal purjiose, 
that, for a long time, liis arts were baffled, and lie 
C<‘uld not spint them up to aii> julch of resentment 
higher than scurrilous repartee. 

Relbre they voaelii'd Arras, the city gates were 
shut, so tliat they were obliged to take up tlieir 
lodging at an indiirerent house In the suburbs, 
where they found a eoupk* of French officers, who 
}uul also rode post fj’om Paris so far on tluur way 
to Lisle. I'hese gentlemen were about the age of 
thirty, aud their deportment distinguisln'd by such 
an air of insolence, as disgusted our Iiero, who, 
iie\ erthelcss, accosted them politicly in the ) ard, and 
jiroposed that tlu-y should su[) togetlier. 'J'hey 
thanked him for tin* honour of his invitation, which, 
however, they declined, upon pretence of having 
ordered something lor themselves, hut promised to 
wail. ui)on him, and his company, iniiiiediately after 
their repast. 

'This they accordingly jierfonned; and. after 
having drank a few' glasses of Burgundy, one of 
them asked if the young gentleman would, for pas¬ 
time, take a hand at quadrille. Peregrine easily 
divined tiie meaning of this projiusal, which was 
made with no other view than that of fleecing him 
aud his fellow-travellers; for he well knew to what 
shifts a siihaltern in the French service is reduced, 
in order lo maintain the appearance of a gentleman, 
aud had reason to believe that most of them were 
sharpers from their youth; hut, as he depended a 
good deal upon his own penetration andaddiess, he 


gratified the Btrangers desire, and a party was m. 
stantly formed of the painter, the physician, the 
proposer, and himselfj the other ollieer having pro^ 
fessed himself utterly ignorant of the game; yet 
in the course of the [ilaj, he took his station at the 
back of Ihckle’s chair, wliich was opposite to his; 
friend, on pretence of amusing himself with seeing 
his manner of conducting the cards. The youth 
was not such a novice but that he perceived the 
design of this palpable piece of behaviour, which 
notwithstanding lie overlooked for the present, with 
a view of fluttering their hojies in the beginning, 
that they might be tlie more effleetually punished by 
their disappointment in the end. 

Tlie game was scarce begun, when, by the re- 
fle(*tion of a glass, he diseerned tlie officer at his 
back making signs to his comjwnion, wlio, by these 
preconcerted gestures, was perieetly informed of 
the contents of Peregrine’s baud, and of eon- 
seijuenec fortunate in the course of the play. 

'Thus they wen* allowed to enjoy the fruits ol 
their dexterity, until their money amounted tc 
some Ivouis when our young gentleman, thinking 
it high time to do himself justice, signified in very 
polite terms to the gentleman who stood hehimi 
liim, thill he could never play with ease and 
deliberation wbmi he was overlooked by any 
bystander, and begged that he would have the 
goodness to he seated. 

As this was a remonstrance wliieli the stranger 
could not with any sliow of breeding resist, he 
asked pardon, and retin^d to tin* chair of the 
physician, who frankly told liini, that it was not the 
iasiuon of his eouiilry for one to submit lus hand 
to the iienisal of a siieelator; aud win , ni eoii- 
seqnenee of this rehntf, lie wanted to (juarler 
himself upon tlie painter, he w'as refns(‘<l by a n u\ e 
of tlie hand, aud shake of the liead, with an ex- 
eiamation of Panhiincz lutid wlneli wjis repealed 
with sueh emjdiasis, as diseompos<*d his eft'ronlery, 
and he found Ininseif obliged to sit down in a slate 
of mortifiealioii. 

'I’he odds being thus removed, fortune proceeded 
in her usual ehaiiiielji and though the Fivnehman. 
deprived of his ally, endeavomvd to practice diveis 
strokes of fiiu‘sse, tlie rest of tlie eomjnmy ohservi'd 
him witli such vigilance and caution, as baffled ah 
Ills attempts, and m a very little time he was com* 
peiled to ])art witli liis w iumng. Riil liaving engaged 
in the niateli with an intention of taking a1 
advantages, whether fair or unfair, that his siijierioi 
skill should give him over tlie Englishman, tin. 
money was not refunde<l without a thtuisand dis- 
j>ute.s, in tlie eoursi* ol‘ which he essayed to intimi¬ 
date his antagonist with higli words, which wen 
retorted by our hero w ilh such interest, as eonvineec 
him that he had mistaken his man, and i)(*rsuade(i 
him to make his retreat in quiet. Indeed it vste 
not W’ithout cause that they repined at the bai 
success of their enterprise; because, in all likelihood 
they had nothing to depend upon for the presen' 
hut their ouii industry, and knew not how tr 
defray their expenses on the road, except by sona 
aiajiiisition of this kind. 

Next morning they rose at day-break, and resolv¬ 
ing to anticipate their fellow-lodgers, bespoke j)os! 
horses as soon as tliey could he admitteil into i1k 
city ; BO that, when our company apjieared, thcii 
beasts were ready in the yard; and they only waitee 
to discuss the bill, which they had ordered to b' 
made out. 1 he landlord of the inn presented hie 
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.carte with fear and trembling to one of those | 
ferocious cavaliers, who no sooner cast his eye 
upon the sum total, than he discharged a volley of 
dreadful oaths, and asked if the king’s officers 
were to be treated in that manner? The poor 
publican protested, with great humility, that he had 
the utmost respect for his majesty, and every thing 
that belonged to him ; and that far from consulting 
his own interest, all that he desired wa.s to be barely 
indemnified for the expense of their lodging. 

This condescension seemed to have no other 
effect than that of encouraging their arrogance, 
^riiey swore his extortion should be explained 
to the eoimnandant of the town, who would, by 
making him a public example, teach other inn¬ 
keepers how to beliavfi towards men of lionour; 
and threatened with Mich confidence of indignation, 
that tlie wretched landlord, dreading the eon- 
seipieiKM' of their w'rath, implored pardon in the 
most abject manner, begging, with many supjdiea- 
lions, that he might have the ideasuve of lodging 
them at his own charge. This was a favour whieh 
he with great difficulty obtained; they ehid him* 
severely for his imposition, exhorted him to have 
more regard for his own eonscienec*, as well as for 
tlie convenience of his guests; and cautioning him 
in particular touching jii.s behaviour to the genlle- 
neii of the army, nioutited tlieir horses, and rode 
oil’ in great state, leaving him very thankful for 
ha^ing so suceessfully appeased the eholcr of two 
officers, who wanted either incUnalion or ability to 
jKij their bill; fin*experience liad taught liim lobe 
apjirehensivo of all such tru\ellerK, who eomnionly 
lay the landlord under contribution, by way of 
atonement for the extravaganei* of Ids demands, 
even after he has jirofessed his willingncbs to cuter- 
laiu them on their own terms. 


CTIAPTEH L. 

Pm'pnne moralizes ujion tludr Behaviour, which is con 
(li'inned hy the Doctor, iind clfi'cndcd hy the (lovernnr— 
They arrive in satety at bisk'—Dmo at an Ordm.trv ViMt 
thi'Ciladcl—Tlie Physiciaa (piaiK'is willi a Nortli liriunt, 
wlio Is put ni Airest 

Tiinse honourable adventurers being gone, IVrc- 
griiie, who was jireseut during the Iransaetion, 
informed IdiUbcJlf of the particulars from the mouth 
of the inukeejKT himself, wlio took God ami the 
saints to witness, that he should have been a loser 
by their custom, even if the bill had been paid ; 
because he was on bis guard against their objections, 
and had charged every article at an under price. 
But such was tlie authority of officers in Kraiiee, lliat 
he durst not dispute the least eircinnstaiiee of their 
will; for, had the ease come under the cognizance 
of the magistrate, he must in course have suffered 
hy the maxims of their goviTiiment, whieh never 
fail to ahet the ojipression of the army ; and besides 
run th(‘ risk of incurring their future resentment, 
which would be sufficient to ruin him from top to 
bottom. 

Our hero boiled with indignation at this instance 
of injustice and arbitrary ])ower; and, turning to 
bis governor, asked if this too was a proof of the 
happiness enjoyed by the Trench people, dolter 
replied, that every human convStitution must in some 
things he imiierfeet; and owned, that in this king¬ 
dom gentlemen w'ere more countenanced than the 
vulgar, because it was to he presumed that their 
own sentiments of honour and superior qnalifica- 


I tions would entitle them to this pre-eminence, 
which had also a retrospective view to the merit of 
their ancestors, in consideration of whieh they 
were at first ennobled. But he affirmed, that the 
innkeeper had Jriisrepresented the magistracy, 
which in France never failed to punish flagrant 
outrages and abuse, without respect of persons. 

'I’he painter approved of tlic w'isdom of the 
French government, in bridling the insoleucc of 
the mob, hy which, he assured them, he had often 
suffered in his own person; having been often 
bespattered by hackney-coachmen, jostled liy dray¬ 
men and porters, and reviled in the most oppro¬ 
brious terms by the watermen of London, where 
he had once lost his hag and a considerable quantity 
of hair, which had been cut off by some rascal in 
his passage through Jmdgate, during the J.<or(l 
Mayor's procession. On the other liarul, the doctor, 
with greal warmth, alleged, that those oflicers 
ought to suffer death, or banishment at least, for 
having plundered the ]K‘opIe in this inanner, which 
was so impudent and barefaced, as plainly to prove 
tlu'y wen* certain of escajiing with impunity, and 
tliut they Mere old offenders in the same degree of 
dehn(jueney. lie said, that the greatest man in 
Athens would have b<*en condemned to perpidual 
exih*. and seen his <*state eoiifisoaled for jiublic use, 
had lie flared in such a licentious manner to violate 
the rights of a feliou'-citizen ; and as for the litlle 
affronts to which u man may be subject from the 
l)(‘tnlanee of the multitude, h(‘ looki'd upon tliem as 
ulorions indications of liberty, v Inch ought not to 
be repressed, and would at any time rejoice to find 
himself overthrown in a kennel by the insfilenceof 
a son of freedom, even though the tall should cost 
him a limb; adding, by w’ay of illustnition, that 
the greatest ])leasure he f‘ver enjoyed was in seeing 
a dustman wilfully overturn a gentleman’s eoaeli, 
in winch two ladies were bruised, even to the 
danger of their lives. Fallet, shocked at the 
extravagauee of this declaration, “If tluit be the 
ease,” said he, “ 1 wdsh jon may see every bone in 
your body broke by the first eurinan joutiieef in 
tile streets of London.” 

'I’his argument beingdiseussed, and the reckoning 
disebarged without any deduction, although the 
landlord, in stating the articles, had an (*ye to the 
loss lie had sustaimsl by his own countrymen, tlicy 
departed from Arras, and arrived in sal’ety at Lisle, 
about two o’clock in tin* afternoon. 

'I'liey had scarce taken possession of thf'ir lodg- 
ing.s, in a large hotel in the Grande Llaee, wlieii 
tin* innkeeper gave them to understand, that he 
ke]>l an ordinary below, wbb-h wa.s frequented by 
several Knglisli gentlemen who resided in town, 
and that dinner was then upon the talile. Pere¬ 
grine, who seized all opportunities of observing 
new ehanieters, persuaded his company to dine in 
publte; and they were aeconlingly conduetecl to 
the place, where they I’ound a mixture of Seoleli 
and Jhiteli officers, wlio had come from Holland to 
learn their exercises at the academy, and some 
gentlemen in tlie French service, who were upon 
garrison duty in tin* citadel. Among these last 
was a person about the ag(‘ of fifty, of a remark¬ 
ably genteel air and jiolitc aildre.ss, dignifii'd with 
a Maltese cross, and distinguished by the particular 
veneration of all those who knew liim. When he 
understood that Pickle and his friends were travel¬ 
lers, he acetisted the youth in English, which he 
spoke tolerably w’ell; and, as they w’ere strangerB, 
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recover liis importance, by haranguing upon the 
Itonun highways, ■when Mr. Jolier desired the 
company to take notice of the fine pavement upon 
which they travelled from Taris into Flanders ; hut 
J*allet, who thought he had now gained the ascen¬ 
dency over the physician, exerted himself in main¬ 
taining the superiority ho had acquired, by venting 
various sarcasms upon his self-com!eit and affecta¬ 
tion of learning, and even uttering puns and conun¬ 
drums uj>on the remarks which the republican 
retailed. When he talked of the Flaminian Way, 
the painter questioned if it was a bettor pavement 
than the Fleniiniau w'ay on v'hich tliey travelled. 
And the doctor having observed, that this road was 
made for the convenience of drawing the French 
artillery into Flanders, which was often the seat of 
war, his comjielitor in -wit rejjlied, with iulinitt* 
vivacity, “ There are more great guns than the 
French king knows of* drawn along tliis causeway, 
doctor!” 

Encouraged by the success of these efforts, whieh 
tickled the imagination of Jolter, and diw smiles, 
as he imagined, of ai)]>robution from our hero, he 
sported in many other equivoques of the same na¬ 
ture, and, at dinner, told the i>liysician that he was 
like the root of the tongue, as being cursedly down 
in the moutli, 

Jiy this time, such was tlie animosity subsisting 
between these quondam friends, that tliey never 
conversed together, except with a view of exposing 
each otlier to the ridieule or eontempl of their fel¬ 
low-travellers. The doctor ■\tas at great pains to 
juiint out the folly and ignorance of I*al]et in jiri- 
vate to Veregrine, who wais ofien conjured in the 
same manner by tlu‘ painter to take notice of the 
physician’s w'ant of manners and taste. Fickle pre¬ 
tended to aequiesee in the truth of their mutual 
severity, which, indeed, was extremely just; and, 
by imilieious insinuations, blew uji their contention, 
with u view of bringing it tt> open hostihly. Hut 
both seemed so averse to deeds of nior(;il purpose, 
that, for a long time, his art.s were baffled, and he 
could not spirit them iqi to any inlch of reseutment 
higlier than scurrilous reparf(*e. 

Hefbro they reached Arras, the city gates wen* 
shut, so that they vere obliged to take up their 
lodging at aii indifferent house in the suburbs, 
where they found a couple of French oliieers, who 
had also rode jiost from J^aris so far on their way 
to Lisle, 'riiese gentlemen were about the age of 
thirty, and their dejiortnient distinguished by such 
an air of insolence, as disgusted our heixs who, 
nevertheless, accosted tluuii politely in tlie yard, and 
jiroposed that they sliould gap together. Tln'y 
thanked him for the honour of hit* invitation, -w hieh, 
liow'over, they declined, u]»on pretence of having 
ordered something for themselves, but promised to 
■wait, upon him, aud his company, immediately after 
th<*ir repast. 

This they accordingly performed; and, after 
liaving drank a few gla.sses of JhirguTidy% one of 
them asked if the y'oung geuthunan would, lor pas¬ 
time, take a hand at quadrille. FiTegrine easily 
di\ined the meaning of this proposal, whieh was 
made witii no other view than that of fleecing him 
and his fellow-travellers; for he well knew to what 
shifts a Ruballeni in the French service is reduced, 
in ordvT to maintaiu the appearance of a gentleman, 
and had reason to believe that most of them were 
sliarpers from their youth ; but, as he depended a 
good deal upon his own penetration and addiess, he 


gratified the stranger's desire, and a pany was m« 
slantly formed of the painter, the physician, the 
proposer, and himself, tlie other oflicer having pro¬ 
fessed himself utterly ignorant of the game; yet, 
in the course of the play, he took his station at the 
back of Pickle’s <ihair, which wuis opposite to his 
friend, on pretence of amusing himsell' w illi seeing 
his manner of conducting the cards. 'Jbe youth 
wavS not such a novice but that he perceived the 
design of this piiljiable piece of behaviour, which 
notwillistanding he overlooked for the jivesent, 'W'ith 
a view of flattering their liopes in the beginning, 
that they might be the more cffectnully punished by 
their disapjioininient in the end. 

'J’he game was scarce begun, when, by the re¬ 
flection of a glass, he discerned the officer at his 
back making signs to his companion, ^sh(), by these 
ju'oeoneerted gCvrtiires, -was perleetly inforuK*d of 
the contents of Peregrine's hand, and of con- 
boipienee fortunate in tlie course of the play. 

dlius they were allowed to enjoy' the fruits of 
their dexterity, until their money amounted to 
some Louis, wlum our young gentleman, thinking 
it high tune to do lihnself justice, signified in very 
polite terms to the gentleiium w ho sfoiKl behind 
liim, that he eould never play wifii ease and 
deliberation when he was overlooked by any 
liystander, and begged that he would have tlie 
goodness to be seated. 

As this was a remonstrance w hich the stranger 
could not with any show' of breeding resist, he 
asked pardon, and retired to the eliair of the 
])hysieian, who frankly told him, that it was not the 
fashion of his eonulry for one to submit Ins hand 
to the piTusal of a speetator j aud w hen, in eon- 
secjuence of this rehuff*, he wanted to (piarter 
himself iqion thepuliiter, lie w'a> refused liyawinc 
of the hand, and shake of the head, with an ex- 
elarnatioii of Panioimcz moi! whieh was repeated 
w'llh such emphasis, as diseomposed his effrontery, 
and he found himself obliged to sit down hi a state 
of mortihcatiou. 

The odds being thus removed, fortune ])roeeeded 
in her usual eliannel; and thougli the Fn-nehman, 
deprived of his ally, (‘ndeavoured to praetiee divms 
strokes of finesse, tlie rest of the eoinjiany observed 
him with such vigilance aud eaution, as batlled all 
his atU*m])ts, and m a very little time he was einii- 
pelled to part w itli bis w inning. Put hu\ ing engag<‘<l 
in the mateli with an intention of taking all 
advantage-s, whether fair or unfair, that his sujierior 
skill should give him over 1 !k* Englishman, the 
money was not refunded without a thousand di.s- 
pntes, in the course of whieh he essayed to inthni- 
dale his antagonist with high ■words, wliieli were 
retorted hy our hero w ith such interest, as eon \ inei'd 
him that he liad mistaken his man, and persuaded 
him to make his retreat in quiet. Indeed it was 
not without cause that tliey repined at the bad 
success of llieir enterprise; because,in all likelihood, 
they had nothing to dejiend ujioii for the present 
but tlieir own industry, and knew not how to 
del’niy tludr expenses on tlie road, except by some 
ac<piishiou of lids kind. 

Next morning they rose at day-break, and resolv¬ 
ing to anticijiate their fellow*lodgers, liespoke post 
horses as soon as they eould he adinitti*d into the 
city ; so that, whmi our comjiany appeared, their 
beasts were ready in the yard; and they only waited 
to discuss the bill, wliieli they had ordered to bo 
made out. 'Iho landlord of tlie inn presented his 
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carte with fear and trcmhling to one of those 
ferocious cavaliers, who no sooner cast his eye 
upon the sum total, than lie discharged a volley of 
dreadful oaths, and asked if the king’s officers 
were to he treated in that manner? The poor 
puhliean protested, with great humility, that ho had 
the utmost respect for his majesty, and every thing 
that belonged to him ; and that far from consulting 
ills own interest, all that he desired was to be barely 
indemnified for the expense of their lodging. 

This condescension seemed to have no other 
effect than that of encouraging their arrogance. 
They swore his extortion should be explained 
to the eommandant of the town, who would, by 
making him a public exampks teach other inn¬ 
keepers how to behave towards men of honour; 
and threatened with svich confidence of indignation, 
that the wretched landlord, dreading the con¬ 
sequence of tiieir wTuth, imjdored pardon in the 
most abject manner, begging, with many supplica¬ 
tions, that he might have the pleasure of lodging 
them at liis own charge. Tins was a favour which 
he with great diflieulty obtained; they chid him* 
severely for his imposition, exhorted him to have 
more regard for hi.s own conscience, as well as for 
the eonvenienee of his guests; and cautioning him 
in particular touching Ins behaviour to the gcntle- 
Kien of the army, mounted tlieir liorses, and nxh* 
off in great state, leading him very thankful for 
having so sn<*ces.sfu]ly appeased the eholer of two 
ollieers, who W{mt<*d either inclination or ability to 
])ay their bill; forexperienee had taught him to be 
a]>prehensive of all such travellers, w!u» commonly 
lay the landlord under contribution, by way of 
atonement for the extravagaiici* of his demantls, 
even after he has professed Ins w illingness to enter¬ 
tain thtuu on their own terms. 


CirAPl’KR L. 

PiTPirrinc moralizes upt>n their behaviour, which is con- 
di-mued by the Doctor, aiul defended by the Governor— 
'J’bry arrive In safety at Taslr—Dun* at an Oulin.irj—Visit 
—The riiyhjci.m (jtiarrels with a North lintuii, 
wl'o IS put in Attest 

Tiinse honourable adventun'rs being gone, J’ere- 
griiie. who was present during tlie transaction, 
iiifonned liiin.selfof liie jiarticnlais from the month 
of the innkeeper himself, who look God and the 
saints to witness, that he sliouid liuve Ixurn a loser 
by their custtmi, ev en if tlie bill Jiad been jiaul; 
because be was on his guard against tlieir objections, 
and had chargeil every article at an under price. 
But siieli was the authority of officers in b'ranee.that 
he durst not dispute the least cinmmstaiiee of their 
will; for, had the ease come under the cognizance 
of the magistrate, he mnst in course have suffered 
by the maxims of their government, which never 
fail to abet the opjiression of the army; and besides 
run the risk of incurring tlieir future resentment, 
which would be sulficieut to ruin him from toji to 
bottom. 

Our hero boiled with indignation at this instanee 
of injustice and arbitrary jiower; and, turning t. 
his governor, asked if this too was a proof of the 
happiness enjoy (‘d by tlie Erench people. Jolter 
replied, that evei'y human constitution must in some 
things be imperfect; and owned, that in this king¬ 
dom gentlemen w^ere more countenanced than tlie. 
vulgar, because it was to be presumed that their 
own sentiments of honour and superior qualifica- 


! tions would entitle them to this pre-eminence. 

' which had also a retrospective view to the merit of 
their ancestors, in consideration of which they 
were at first ennobled. But he affirmed, that the 
innkeeper had misrcjiresented the magistracy, 
which in Trance never failed to punish flagrant 
outrages and abuse, wdthout respect of persons. 

The painter approved of the wisdom of the 
Trench government, iu bridling the insolence of 
the mob, by w^hicb, he assured them, he had often 
suffered in his own person; having been often 
bespattered by hackney-coachmen, jostled by dray¬ 
men and jioilers, and reviled in the most o])]»ro- 
hrious terms by the watermen of London, where 
he had once lost his bag and a conNiderablo (quantity 
of hair, wdiieli had been cut off by some rascal in 
his passage through Jaidgatc, during the Lord 
J\layor's jirocession. On the other hand, the doctor, 
with great warmth, alleged, that those officers 
ought to suffer death, or banishment at least, for 
having plundered the people in this manner, which 
was so imjmdent and barelaecd, as plainly to prove 
they were certain of escaping with impunity, and 
that they were old offenders in the same di‘greo of 
<ieluH[ueney. llo 6«iid, tliat the greatest man in 
Athens would have been condemned to iierpetnal 
exile, and .s(‘<*n liis estate eonfiseated for public use, 
had lu‘dared in sueli a licentious manner to violate 
tlie rights of a fellow-citizen ; and as for the little 
affronts to which a man may he subject from the 
jietnlanee of the multitude, he looked upon them as 
glorious indications of lilierty, which ought not to 
be rejiressed, and VAOuld at any timerejoiei* to find 
himself overthrown in a kennel by the insolence of 
a son of freedom, even though the tall bliould cost 
him a limb; adding, by way of iliiistralion, that 
tlie greatest jileasure he ever enjoyed was in seeing 
a dustman wiltully overturn a gentleman's coach, 
in winch two ladies were bruised, even to the 
danger of their lives. Vallet, sln>ekeil at the 
extravagance of this deelarution, “If that be the 
case,” said lu*, " 1 wish you may see every bone m 
your body broke by the first carman you meet in 
the streets of Jjondon.” 

This argument bcing(liseiisscd,aTid the reckoning 
discharged v\ithout any deduction, although the 
landlord, in staling the articles, had an eye to the 
loss he had sustained by his own eountryinen, they 
departed from Arras, and arrived iu safety at Lisle, 
about two o’clock in the afternoon. 

'I'liey Inid scarce taken possession of (heir lodg¬ 
ings, in a large hotel in the<iran(U‘ Place, when 
the innkeeper gaM‘ them to understaial, that he 
kept an ordinary below, which was frequented by- 
several Knglisb gentlemen vilio resided in town, 
and that dinner was then ujxm the table. I’ere- 
grine, who seized all op])ortunities of observing 
new characters, jiersuaded his company to dine in 
jMiblie; and they were aceonlingly condiieled to 
the jdaee, where they found a mixture of {scotch 
and Dutch officers, wlio liad come from Holland to 
learn their exercises at tlie academy, and some 
gentlemen in the Ereneli service, mIio were upon 
garrison duty in tlie citadel. Among tliese last 
was a jicrson about the age of fifty, of a remark¬ 
ably genti'cl air ami ])olite address, dignified with 
a "Maltese cross, and distinguished by tlie jvartieular 
vonerution of all those who knew him. When he 
understood that Vickie ami his friends were travel¬ 
lers, he accosted the youth in ICnglish, which he 
spoke tolerably well; and, as they were straiigerb. 
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oft’ercd to attend them in the afternoon to all the places 
worth seeing in Lisle. Our hero thanked him for 
his excess of politeness, which, he said, was peculiar 
to the French nation; and, struck with his en¬ 
gaging appearance, industriously courted his con¬ 
versation, in tiie eourse of which he learnt that this 
chevalier was a man of good sense and great 
experience, that he was perfectly well aequnmted 
with the greatest part of Kurojic, had lived some 
years in England, and was no stranger to tlie con¬ 
stitution and genius of that people. 

Having dined, and drank to the healths of the 
English and French kings, two fiacres were called, 
in one of which the knight, with one of his com¬ 
panions, the governor, aud IVregrine seated them¬ 
selves, the other being occupied by the jdiysician, 
Pallet, and two ycottish officers, who proposed to 
accompany them in their circuit. I'he first place 
they visited was the citadel, round the ramparts of 
which they walke<l, under the conduct of the knight, 
who explained with great accuracy the intention of 
every particular fortification belonging to that 
seemingly impregnable fortress; and, when they 
had satisfied their curiosity, took coach again, in 
order to view the arsenal, which stands in another 
quarter of the town; but, just as Ihckle’s carriage 
had crossed the promenade, he heard his own name 
bawled aloud by the painter; and, ordering tlie 
fiacre to stop, saw Pullet with one liulf of his liody 
thrust out at the window of the other coach, crying 
with a terrified look, “^Ir. J’ickle, Mr. Jfickle, for 
the love of UodI hull, and prevent hloodslied, else 
here will he carnage and cutting of throats.” Pere¬ 
grine, surprised at this exclumatiun, immediati'Iy 
alighted, and, advancing to the other vehicle, found 
one of their military companions standing ujiontlie 
ground, at the further si(h‘ of the eoach, with liis 
Bwoivl drawn, and fury in his comitenanee; and the 
physician, with a <puvering lip and haggard asjieet, 
struggling with llie other, who laid lulerjio.sed in 
the quarrel, and detained him in his jilaee. ! 

Our young gentleman, upon impiiry, found that 
this animosity had sprung from a dispute that ha])- 
pened upon the runijiarts, touehing the strength of 
the fortification, wliieli the doctor, according to 
custom, undervalued, heeause it mm a inoiiern 
work; sa} ing, that, by the helj) of the military 
engines used among the ancients, and a few thou¬ 
sands of jiioiieers, he would engago to take it in 
less than ten days ai'ter he should sit down before 
it. 'I'he North Ih'itoii, who was as great a pedant, 
as the physician, having studied fortification, and 
made himself master of C)a?sar’s (\>mmentaries and 
Polybius, with tlie observations of Folard, atlirnied, 
that all tlie metliods of besieging jiractised by the 
ancients would be utterly ineffectual against such a 
Ilian as that of the citadel of Lisle; and began to 
compare the rinea-y uyijere.Sy ariviv^i, scorpionesy and 
catapuliiCy of the Jiomaiis, with the trenches, mines,- 
butteries, and mortars, used in the present art of 
war. 'I’he republican, finding himself attacked 
upon what he thought his strong side, summoned 
all his learning to his aid; and, describing the 
famous siege of Plutaia, happened to misquote a 
passage of Tlmeydides, in which he was corrected 
by the other, who, having been educated for the 
church, was also u connoisseur in the Greek lan¬ 
guage. 'I'he doctor, incensed at being detected in 
such a blunder, in presence of Pallet, who, he knew 
would promulgate his shame, told the officer, with 
great arrogance, that his objection was fn\olous. 


and that he must not pretend to dispute on the«e 
mutters with one who had considered them with the 
utmost accuracy and care. His antagonist, piqued 
at this supercihous insinuation, replied with groat 
heat, that, for aught he knew, the doctor might be 
a very expert aiiothecary, but that, in the art of 
war, and knowledge in tlie (ireek tongue, he was 
no other than an ignorant pretender. This asse¬ 
veration produced uii answer full of virulence, in¬ 
cluding a national reflection upon the soldier’s 
country; and the contention rose to mutual abuse, 
when it was supjiressed by tlie admonitions of the 
other two, who begged they would not exi»ofef 
themselves in a strange place, but behave theiii- 
sidves like fellow-subjects and friends, 'il'hey 
accordingly ceased ri'vlling each other, and the 
affair was seemingly forgot; but after they had re¬ 
sumed their pla<H‘S 111 the eoach, tlie i>uinter unfor¬ 
tunately tujked the meaning of the word Tortoi.y, 
w'hich lie liad heard them mention among the 
Jloman implements of war. This question was 
unsw-ered by the pliysieian, who described the 
future of this expedient so little to the satisfaction 
of the officer, that he contradicted him llatlj, m the 
midst of his explanation ; a circumstance which 
provoked the republican to such a degree, that, in 
the temerity of ills passion, he uttered the epithet 
uiipviliiivnl aroumhvl; which was no sooner pio- 
nuuiieed than the Calcdoman made manual ajiiih- 
eution to his nose, and, leainng out of the coach, 
stood waiting for him on tlie i>lain; while lie, the 
ph) sician, made feeble efforts to join him, being 
easily retained liy the other soldier; and Palh't, 
dreading (he eoiiseipienee iiiwhich he himself might 
be involved, bellowed aloud for prevention. 

Our hero endeavouri'd to (julet the eommotion, 
!)}• representing to the Scot, that he had already 
taken satistaetion for tlie injury lie had reemved, 
aud telling the doctor that lie had deserved the 
eiustiseuient which was inflicted uimn linn. Hut 
tlie officer, encouraged perliaps by the confusion oi 
his antagonist, insisted upon ills asking pardon lor 
what he had said; and tlie doctor, believing him¬ 
self under the jiroteetion of his friend Pickle, fur 
from agreeing to such concession, hrcatlied nothing 
but deliunee and revenge. }So that the chevalier, 
m order to prevent mischief, jmt the soldier iindci 
arrest, and .sent him to his lodgings, under the care 
of the other J’'reiicii geiitleinan aud his own com¬ 
panion ; they being also accompanied b} Mr. «Iol(<‘r, 
who, having formerly seen all the curiosities ot 
i./islc,w illiiigly surrendered liis place to the physician. 


CHAPl’ER LL 

Pioklc engages with a Knight of Malta in a Conversation 
upon the Knglish Stage, which is fulloued hy a DisKcrta- 
tion on ihe Theatico of the Ancients, by tlie Doctor. 

The rest of the company iiroccerled to the arsenal, 
which having viewed, together with some remark¬ 
able churches, they, in their return, went to the 
comedy, and saw the Cfid of Corneille tolerably well 
represented. In consequence of this entertainment, 
the discourse at supper turned upon dramatic per¬ 
formances; and all the objections of Mons. de 
Scudery to the piece they had seen acted, together 
with the decision of the French academy, were 
canvassed and discussed. The knight was a man 
of letters and taste, and particulaidy well acquainted 
with the state of the English stage; so that, when 
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the painter holdly pronounced sentence a^jainst the 
French manner of acting, ontlie strength of having 
frequented a Covent (iarden club of critics, and 
been often admitted, by virtue of an order, into tlie 
pit; a comparison immediately ensued, not between 
the authors, but the actors of both nations, to whom 
the chevalier and IVr<*grine were no strangers. 
Our licTo, like a good Englishman, made no ‘'^ruple 
of giving the preference to the peribriners of his 
own country, who, he alleged, obeyed the genuine 
impulses of nature, in exhibiting tlie passions of 
the human mind; and entered so warmly into the 
spirit of their several parts, that they often fancied 
themselves the very heroes they represented; 
whereas, the action of the Parisian ])Iayers, even in i 
their most interesting characters, was generally 
such an extravagance in voice and gesture, as is 
nowhere to be observed but on the stage. To 
illustrate this assertion, he availed himself of his 
talent, and miinieked the manner and voice of all 
the principal performers, male and female, belong¬ 
ing to the French comedy, to tlie admiration of the 
chevalier, who, having complimented him upon this 
surprising modniatlou, begged leave to dissent in 
KDine jiartieulars from the ojilnion he had avow'ed. 
“That yon have good actors in England,” said he, 
“it would be unjust and absurd in me to denj ; 
your theatre is adorned by one woman, wliosi* 
sensibility and sweetness of voice is such as 1 have 
never observed on any other stage; she has, be¬ 
sides, an elegance of person and expression of teu- 
tures, that wonderfully adapt her for the most 
engaging characters of your best pla^ys; and I must 
freely own that 1 have been as highly deligliteil and 
as deeply alTeeted a Moiiimia aiul llelvidera at 
London, as ever T was by a ('ornelia and ('leojiatra 
at l*aris. Vour favourite tietor is a surprising 
genius. You can, moreover, boast of several eoiiiie 
actors, w'ho arc jicrfect masters of butfoonmy and 
grimace; though, to be free w'ith you, I thmii, in 
these qualifications, ^ou are excelled by the jilayers 
of Amsterdam. Yet one of your gratiosos I eaimot 
admire, in all the cbaracters he assumes. II is 
utterance is aeoiitumal .*>ing-.song, like the eluinting 
of vesiters, and his action resembles that of lieavmg 
ballast into the hold of a shij). Tn las outward cle- 
})()rtment, he seems to have confounded the i«leas 
of dignity and insolence of mien ; nets the crafty, 
cool, designing Ch’ookback, as a loud, shallow, 
blustering Hector; in the eliaraeter of the mild 
patriot Brutus, he loses all temper and decorum; 
nay, so ridiculous is the behaviour of him and ('as- 
Rius at their interview, that, setting foot to foot, and 
grinning at each other, with the aspect of two 
eoblers enraged, they thrust their left sides together 
with repeated shocks, tliat the hilts of their swords 
may clash for the entertainment of the audience, as 
if they were a coujile of merry-andrews, endea¬ 
vouring to raise the laugh of the vulgar, on some 
scaffold at Bartholomew Fair. The despair of a 
great man. who falls a sacrifice to the infernal 
practices of a subtle traitor, tliat enjoyed his coii- 
liilence, this English ACsopus represents, hy beating 
bis own forehead, and bellowing like a bull; and 
indeed, in almost all his most interesting scenes, 
perlbnns such strange shakings of the head, and 
other antic gesticulations, that, when 1 first saw him 
act, T imagined the po(ir man laboured under that 
paralytical disorder, wlTicli is known by the name 
of St. Vitus’s dance. In short, he seems to be a 
stranger to the more refined sensations of the soul; 


consequently his expression is of the vulgar kind, 
and he must often sink under the idea of the poet; 
so that he has recourse to such violence of affected 
agitation, as imposes upon the undiscerning spec¬ 
tator, but, to tlic eye of taste, evinces him a mere 
player of that class w'hom your admired J^hakspeare 
justly comjiares to nature’s journeyman tearing a 
passion to rags. Yet this man, in spite of all these 
absurdities, is an admirable Ealstatf, exhibits the 
character of the eighth Henry to the life, is rea¬ 
sonably applauded in the Plain Dealer, excels in 
the part of Sir John Brute, and would be equal to 
many humorous situations in low comedy, which 
his pride will not allow him to undertake. J should 
not have been so severe upon tliis actor, had I not 
seen him extolled by liis partizans with the most 
riiliculous and fulsome manifestations of jiraise, 
even in those very circuinsfances wherein, as i have 
observed, he chiefly failed.” 

l^ickle, not a little piqued to hear the qualifica¬ 
tions of such a celebrated actor in England treated 
wiih such freedom and disrespect, answered with 
some asperity, that the chevalier was a true critic, 
more industrious in observing tlie blemishes, than 
in acknowledging the exeelleiice of those who fell 
under Iiis examination. 

It was not to be siij^Kised that one actor could 
shine ciiually in all charattfers; and though liis 
observations were undoubtedly very judicious, he 
himself could not help wondering that some of 
them hud always escaped his notice, though he had 
bi‘cn an assi<Iuous fre<ju(*nter of the playhouse, 

“ 'rhe pUi) er in (jucstion,” said he, “ has, in your own 
opinion, considerable share of merit in the cha¬ 
racters of comic life; and as to ihc manners of the 
great personages in traged}’, and the oiieration of 
tlie grand passions of tin* soul, i apiirehend they 
may be variousl;i rc])resente<l, aeeordiiig to the 
various complexion and cultivation of different 
men. A Spaniard, for example, though impelled 
b) the same passion, will express it very differently 
from a Krenehiimn ; and what is looked upon as 
graceful vivacity and address by the one, would be 
considered as imiKTtinenee and foppery by the 
other. Eay. so opposite* is your common deport¬ 
ment from that of some other nations, that one of 
vourov^ii countrymen, ill the relation of his tra- 
vel>, observes, that the IVrsiaiis, even of this age, 
when tbev see any man perform unm-ce>Nsary ges¬ 
tures, say he is eitlier a fool or a Frenciiinan. d’he 
stanilard of demeanour being thus mi.settled, a 
Turk, a Moor, an Indian, or inhabitant of any 
country, w hose customs anil dress are w idely dif¬ 
ferent from ours, may, in his sentiments, jiossi'ss 
all the dignity of lh<* human heart, and be in¬ 
spired by tlie noblest passion that animates the soul, 
and 3 ’et excite the laughter rather than the respect 
of an European sjieetator. 

‘When I first beheld your famous Parisian stage 
heroine in one of her principal jiarts, her attitudes 
•seemed so violent, and she tossed her anns around 
with such extravagance, that she put me in mind 
of a windmill under the agitation of a hard gale; 
while her voice and features exhibited the lively 
representation of an English scold. 'I'hc action of 
your favourite male performer was, in my opinion, 
equally unnatural; he appeared with the affected 
airs of a dancing master; at the most pathetic 
junctures of his fate, he lifted up his hands above 
his head, like a tumbler going to vault, and 
spoke as if his throat had been obstructed by an 
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hair brush j yet. when I compared their manners 
with those of the people before whom they per¬ 
formed, and made allowance for that exaggeration 
which obtains on all theatres, 1 was insensibly re¬ 
conciled to their inetliod of performance, and 1 
could distinguish abundance of merit beneath that 
oddity of appearance.” 

The chevalier, perceiving Peregrine a little im- 
tated at what he had said, asked pardon for the 
liberty he had taken in censuring tin* English 
playei*s, assuring him that he had an infinite ve 
neration for the Prilish learning, genius, and taste 
which were so justly distinguished in tlie world of 
letters; and that, notwithstanding the severity of 
his critieisin, he thought the theatre of London 
much better supplied with actors than that of 
Pans. Tlie young gentleman thanked him for his 
polite eoTideseension, at which Pallet exulted, say¬ 
ing, with a shake of the head, “I believe so, too, 
Alonsieur;” and the physician, impatient of the 
dispute ill which he had borne no sliaro, observed, 
with u supercilious air, that the modern stage was 
altogether heiieath the notice of one who liad an 
idea of ancient inagnifieenee and execution; that 
plays ought to be exhibited at the expense of the 
state, as those of Sophocles were by the Athenians; 
and that jiroptu* judges should he appointed for 
receiving or rejecting all such performances as ur(‘ 
offered to the public. 

He then described the theatre at Home, whieb 
contained eighty thousand spectators, gave them a 
learm*d disipiisition into the nature of the pvr,s<may 
or mask, worn by the Homan actors, which, h(> 
said, was a machine that covered the whole iiead, 
furnished on the inside with a brazen conea\ity, 
that, by reverberating the sonml, as it issued from 
the mouth, raised the voice, so as to render it 
audible to such an extended audience. He explained 
the difference between the suitaior and (hrhnntttor^ 
one of whom acted, wink* the other rehearsed the 
part; and from thence look occasion to mention the 
perfections of their pantomimes, who w ere so amaz¬ 
ingly distinct in tlie exercise of their art, lli.it a 
certain prince of Poiitus, being at tlie court of 
Mero, and seeing one of them represent a stor>% 
hogged him of the emperor, in oiOer to emjiloy 
him as an interpreter among harharous nations, 
whose language liedid not understand. Nay. divers 
cynic philosophers, vlio had condenuu'd this enter¬ 
tainment unseen, wlieii they ehaneed to he eye 
wituesses of tlnur admirahle dexterity, (“xjiressed 
their sorrow for having so long debarred themselves 
of sueli rational enjoyment. 

He dissented, however, from the opinion of 
Peregrine, who, as a proof of their excellence, lunl 
advanced, that some of the Kiiglisli actors fancied 
themselves the very thing they rejiresented, and 
recounted a story from J.-ueian, of u certain eele- 
brah'd pantomime, who, in acting tlie part of Ajax 
in his frenzy, was transported into a real fit of 
delirium, during whicli he tore to jneces the clothes 
of that actor who stalked before him, beating the 
stage with iron shoes, in order to increase the 
noi>c, snalehed an instrument from one of the mu¬ 
sicians, and broke it over the head of him m iio 
rejiresented Ulysses; and, running to the consular 
bench, mistook a eoujilo of senators for tin* slu'ep 
which were to be slam. Tin* audience applaiuk'd 
him to the skic'?; but so conscious was the mimic 
of his own extravagance, win'ii lie recovered the 
use of his reason, that he actually fell sick with 


mortification ; and, being afterwards desired to re¬ 
act the piece, flatly refilsed to appear in any such 
character, saying, that the shortest follies were tlie 
best, and that it was sufficient for him to have been 
a mudinaii once in his life. 


CHAITER Lll. 

An AtivpntureJi.'ipiifiis to Pipes, in {•onscquciire of which he 
is dlSlnl^^C(l from Pc-tcKinic’s Service—The whole Com- 
jyiny net out for Ghent in tlie Diligence—Our Jlcro is 
ciiptivnteil by a I.ady in that C'niii.i„'e—Inlerests her Sjii- 
riiual Director in las bclialf. 

The doctor, being fairly engaged on the subject of 
the ancients, would have proceeded the Jjord knows 
how far, witliout hesitation, had not he been in¬ 
terrupted by the arrival ol‘ Mr. dolter, who, in 
great eoiifu.sion, told them, that UIjk'.s, having 
affronted a sohlier, was then surrounded in the 
street, and would certainly he jmt to death, if some 
person of authority did not immediately interjio.se 
in his behalf. 

J'erognne no sooner learned tin* dangm* of his 
trusty .squire, than, snatching up his sword, he run 
down stairs, and was followed by the chevafuT, 
inir<‘ating him to leave theaflair to his management. 
Within ten yard.s of the door they found 'fom with 
his hack to a wall, defending liimself manfully with a 
mopstiek against tiie assault of three or four soldiers, 
who, at sight of the Maltese cross, desisted from the 
attack, and were taken into custody by order ol‘ tlu* 
kmglit. One of tlie aggressors, being an Jrislnnan, 
begged to be hi’ard with great importunity, before 
he .should be sent to theguai;^!; and, by the me¬ 
diation of i’ii'kh*, was accordingly brouglit into the 
hotel, with his companions, all tliree heaving ujion 
their heads and faces e^ ident marks of their a<ivcr- 
<ar} 's ]ii*owi'.ss and dexti-rity. '’J'he spoke.spian being 
•onfronted with Pipe-s informed the eomjiany, that, 
nivmg by ae<Mdent met with Mr. Pijies, whom he 
considered as liis eountryinan, though fortune had 
1 Imposed of them in different serviei’-s, lie invited 
Imn to drink a glass of wine, and accordingly car¬ 
ried him to a eahari't, where he introdueed liim to 
ills eomraile.s; hut, in the eoiir.se (>f the oonversa- 
tion, whieli turne<l upon the power and greatness 
)f the kings of hVaiiee and KngLnid, Mr. I’ijies 
!iad been pleased to tieat his most Uliristiaii ina- 
lesty with great disresjiect; and when he, the 
entertainer, cxjiostnlated with him lu a friendly 
nanner about Ins nnjiolilo behaviour, observing, 
hat he being in tlieVreneh .service, would he under 
Jie necessity of resenting his abuse, if he did not 
,)ut a stop to it before the other gentlemen of the 
;l<)th should comprehend bis meaning, he had set 
hem ail three at defiance, dishonoured him in par¬ 
ticular with tiic opjirobrious opitliet of rebel to las 
tatirc king and covntnjy and even drank, in broken 
Freueb, to the perdition of Lewis and all his adhe¬ 
rents! that, compelled by this outrageous conduct, 
lie, as the person who had n'commeiided him to 
their society, had, in vindioallon of his own cha- 
Mcler, demanded satisfaction of the delinquent, 
who, on pretence of fetching a swoni, had gone to 
lis lodging, from wheiiee lie all of a sudden sallied 
qion tiiem with the mopstiek, whii'h lie employed 
the annoyance of them all without distinction, 
that ihey were obliged to draw in their own 
defence. 

Pipes, being questioned by his master with re- 
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gard to the truth of this account, owned that every 
cireuinstaiiee was justly represented; saying, lie 
did not value their cheese toasters a pinch of 
oakum ; and that, if the gentleinuii had not shot in 
betwixt them, lie would have trimmed tiiem to such 
a lune, tliat they slumld not have had a wiiolc yard 
to square. Peregrine reprimanded him sluirply 
for his unmannerly behaviour, and insisted upon 
Ills asking’ ]>ardon of those he had injured upon the 
s{)Ot. lint no eonsideralion was efheaoions enoujih 
(o produce such eoneession; to this command lie 
was hotii deaf and dumb, and the repeated llireats i 
()|‘ his master Inul no more elfeet than if they luid 
been addressi'd to a marbh* statue. At length our 
hero, ineense<l at his obstinacy, started up, and 
would have chastised him with manual opinution, 
had not he been prevented by the ehevahcT, who 
fumd means to modi*rate his imlignation so far, 
ihat he contented himself with dismissing the 
onVmdcr from his service; and after liuving ob¬ 
tained t!ie discharge of the prisoners, gave them a 
liOtiis to diink by vvay of rccomjiense for the dis¬ 
grace and damage they had sustained. 

Tile knight, perceiving our young gentleman 
ver^ nmeli ruined at this accident, and reflecting 
iqrm tlieextraordimiry d<‘p<)rtm<m{ and ajipearance 
of lus valet, whose hmr had hy tins time ado}ited a 
gn/zled Ime, imagined he was some favourite do¬ 
mestic, vvlio had grown grey in the service of his 
masters family, and that of conse([uei]CC he was 
nm'asy at the sa<*ntiee lie had made. Swaged by 
tins conjeetnre. he earnestly solicited in his hehall; 
hut all h(‘ could oljtaiu wius a promise of ro-udmit- 
tmg !um into I'avouron liie terms already projiosed, 
or at i(‘ast on eonditioii that he should make his 
acknowledgment to the chevalier, for Ills want of 
revenmee and respe(*t for the rrencli niouarch. 

Ujjon tills comkscensioii, the cul(irit was ealled 
uj>stalls, and made acquainted witli the mitigation 
of his fate; upon w'hiidi lie said, he would dow a on 
lus marrowhones to his owm master, hut would he 
d—nwl lad'ore he would ask pardon ofeVr a Fi ench- 
man in t'lirisicndom. I’lckle.cxasperatetliitthishlmit 
[leelaration, ordered him out of lus pvesemv, and 
charged liim never to a|)j)ear before lus face again; 
while the <dHecr in vain (miphned all Ids intlneuee 
and addre»s to a])pea.se his iv'scutnient, and alH)iU 
imdaight look lus leave with marks of mortifica¬ 
tion at his want of success. 

Next dav the eonijiuiiy agreed to travel through 
Flanders in the diligence, by theadv ice of J Vregrine, 
w ho was not wiihout hojie of meeting with some 
adventure or amusement in that carriage, and 
.loiter took care to secure places for them ail. It 
being resolved that the valet-de-cliamhrc and the 
doctor's man should attend the vehicle on horse¬ 
back ; and as lor the forlorn Pipes, ho was left to 
reap the fruits of Ids own stubborn disposition, not- 
wuiistaiiding the united eftorts of the whole Irimii- 
virate, who endeavoured to jirocure Ids pardon. 

i'kerv preMous measure being thus taKmi, they 
set out fiom Lisle about six in the morning, and 
Io’uhI themselves in t’H* evunjiany of a temalc 
aiUoiilurer, a very handsoine young lady, a ('ajm- 
cliiii, and a llotlerdam ,)ew. ()iir 3 oung gentleman, 
h'-ing tlu' tiisf of tills socn*t 3 Mhat eiitiuvd. surveyed 
the strangiTS with an attentive e\c‘, and seatetl 
himself ininiediati I 3 hcMiid tluTieautifuI unknovui, 

V Iio at once attracted lus attention. Pullet, seeing 
another lady unengaged, in imitalimi of his frieml, 
took jiossession of her neiglihourliood ; the jihysi- 


cian paired with the priest, and Jolter sat down 
by the Jew. 

Tile machine had not proceeded many furlongs, 
when Pickle, accosting the fair incognita, congra- 
; tulated himself upon his hajijiiness in heiiig a fellow- 
traveller of so ciiarming a lady. She, without the 
least reserve or alfeetation, thanked him for his 
cornpliim-nt, and replii'd witli a sprightly air, that 
now they were cmhurked in one c'ommon bottom, 
they must club their endeavours to make one 
another us luij)}>y as the nature of their situation 
would permit them to he. JOncouraged by this 
frank intimation, and, captivated by her tine black 
eyes and easy behaviour, he attached himself to her 
from that moment; and, in a little time, llie con¬ 
versation heeame so particular, that tlie C'apuchin 
thought proper tointerieri* in thedi'»eonr.se, in such 
a manner a.s gave the youth to understand that ho 
wastlierc on purpose to superintend her conduct. Jle 
wasdouhly n joiced at this discovery, in consequence 
of which he hoped to jirolit in his addresses, not only 
by the young lady’s restraint, that never fails to 
operate in hi'halfof the lover, hut also hy the cor¬ 
ruptibility of her guardian, whom he «Iid not doubt 
of rendering propitious to his eunsc, Flu>hed with 
these expectations, he behaved with uncommon 
complacency to tiic father, who was charmed with 
the afVabihty of his I'arriagc, and on the failli of his 
generosity, abated of his vigilance so much, that 
our hero carried on his suit w’jthout further moles¬ 
tation; while the painter, in signs ami loud bursts 
of Jaiigiitcr, conversed with his Jhiieinea, who was 
pertectly wcdl versed lu these simple expressions of 
batisfaction, and had already found inean.s to make 
X dangerous invasion upon Ins heart. 

Nor were the governor and physician nnem- 
ployeii, while their friends interested themselves in 
this agreeable manner. Joltei’ no sooner pei\*i*ived 
tlie iiollaiider was a dew, tlian he entered into an 
in\e.stlgation of the llelirew tongue, in which he 
was a connoisseur; and the doctor at the same tune 
attacked the mendieatit on the ridiculous maxims 
of lus order, together with the inqiobulons of prn'.st- 
eraft 111 general, whieh, lie oliseiwed, pre\ailedso 
mneli among tlio.se who profess the Roman (.'ailiohc 
religion. 

'I'lius coupled, each committee enjoyed their 
own conversation ajjurt, without any danger ol en¬ 
croachment ; and all were so intent upon their 
several topics, that they scarce allowed theinselveR 
a small interval in viewing the desolation of iMemn, 
as they passed through that ruined frontier. About 
twelve o'clock tbey^ ainvcd at (’ourfray, where the 
horses are always changed, and the company halt 
an hour for refr<‘sUiiienl. Jlere I’eregrme huiuled 
his chanucr into an apartment. wdu*re she wa's 
joined by the other lady; and, on pretence of see¬ 
ing some of the churches in town, j»ut himself 
under the direction of the ('apuchin, from whom he 
learned that the young lady was wife to a J'rench 
gentleman, to whom she liad been married about a 
year, and that she was now on her jouriK'V to visit 
her ni‘ her, who lived in Ilrussels, and wlioat that 
time iahonred under a lui'’,eriiig distemper, whuh, 
in all }»ro!)ahilny, wonhl soon juit a pmaod to her 
life, lie ihen launelied out in praise of her daugh- 
li-r’s virlne and conjugal alVeetion ; and lastly told 
liini, tiiat he was her failier confessor, and pitchul 
iqxm to he !ier conductor througli h'huiders, hy her 
Imshai'd, who, as well as lus wife, ph\e“d the utmost 
contidcuce in his prudence aud iulegrity. 
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Pickle easily comprehended the meaning of this 
insinuation, and took the hint accordingly. lie 
tickled the priest's vanity, with extraordinary en¬ 
comiums upon the disinterested principles of his 
order, which were detached from all worldly pur¬ 
suits, and altogether devoted to the eternal salvation 
of mankind, lie applauded their imtionce, humi¬ 
lity, and learning, and lavished a world of praise 
upon their talent in preaching, which, he said, had 
more than once operated so |)owertully upon him, 
that, had he not been restrained by certain consi¬ 
derations which he could not possibly waive, he 
should have embraced their tenets, and begged ad¬ 
mission into their fraternity. Ihit, as the ciremn- 
hiances of his fate would not permit him to take 
such a salutary measure for the present, he en¬ 
treated the good father to aecept a small token of 
his love and respect, for tlie benefit of that convent 
to whicli he belonged. So saying, he pulled out a 
purse of fen guineas, wliieh the Capuchin o^iserv- 
ing, mrned his head anotluT way, and, lifting up 
his arm, disjilayed u pocket almost as high as his 
collar hone, in which he dejiosited the money^ 

This proof of aflection for the order jirodiiccd a 
sudden and surprising effect upon the friar. In the 
transport of his zeal he wrung tliis semi-convert's 
hand, showered a thousatid benedictions upon his 
head, and exhorted him, with the tears flowing 
from his eyes;, to perfect the great work which the 
finger of God hud begun in his heart; and, as an 
instance of his concern for tin* welfare of liis jire- 
eious soul, the holy brother promised to recommend 
him strenuously to the iiious admoniiious of the 
young W'oman under his eare, w'ho was u perfect 
saint uj>on earth, and endowed w’ith a p(*culiar gift 
of moUifyiug the heart.', of obdurate sinners. “ (> 
father!" cried the hypocritical projector, who h}’ 
this time pcr<*cived that his money was not thrown 
away, “if I could he favoured but for one half 
hour with the private instruction of that imspin'd 
devotee, my mind presages, that I should he a 
strayed sheep brought hack into the fold, and that 
I should find ea.sy entrunee at the gates of heaven ! 
There is sometliing supernatural in her aspect; I 
gaze upon law with the most jjious fervour, and niv 
whole Noul is agitated witli tumults of hope and 
despair!” Having jmmouneed this rhapsody with 
transport half natural and hulfafleeted, tlie priest 
assured him, *<lmt IIk'sc were operations of the 
spirit, whi<’h must not he reju’cssed; and comforted 
liim with the hope of enjoying the blessed inter¬ 
view which lie desired, protesting, that, as far as his 
influence extended, his wish should he tluit very 
evening indulged. J'he gracious pupil thanked hii i 
for his benevolent concern, wliicli lie swore should 
not he squandered upon an ungrateful object *, and 
the rest of the company interrupting the conversa¬ 
tion, they returned in a body to the inn, when* they 
dined all together, and the ladies were persuaded to 
be our hero’s guests. 

As the subjects on which they had been engaged 
before dinner were not exhausted, each brace re¬ 
sumed their former theme wdien they wore replaced 
in the diligence. The painter’s mistress finished her 
conquest, by exerting her skill in the art of ogling, 
accompanied by frequent bewitching sighs, and 
some tender French songs, that she sung w'ith such 
patlietic expression, as quite melted the resolution 
of Pallet, and utterly subdued his affection. And 
he, to convince her of the importance of her victory, 
gave a specimen of his own talents, by entertaining 


her with that celebrated English ditty, the burden 
of which begins with, The pigs they lie with their 
a—es bare. 

CHAPTER Liri 

He makes some Progress in her Aflct* .ons—Is interrupted 
by a Dispute bt'lween Joltcr and the Jew—Appeases the 
■Wrath of the Capudiin, vho procuiei. I'ur him an Inter¬ 
view With his fair Enslaver, in which )ie tuidb hinisr)/ 
deceived. 

pEnECiniNE, meanwhile, employed all his insinua¬ 
tion and address in practising upon the heart of 
tlie ('apuehin’s fair charge. He had long ago de¬ 
clared Jiis pus>ioii, not in the superficial manner of 
a French gallaut, hut ■wdth all the ardour of an 
entliiihiast. He liad Janguislied, vowed, flattered, 
kissed her hand by steaitli, and had no reason to 
complain of his reception. Tliougli, by a man of 
a less sanguine disjiosition, her jianiciilar eomjilui- 
sance would have been dcenu*d ciiuivocal, and 
perhaps nothing more than the ('fleet of French 
breeding and eoiistitiitional vivacity, he gave his 
own quulilieations credit for the vliole, and wdth 
these sentiments carried on tlie attack with sueli 
unabating vigour, tliat she "was actually prevailed 
upon to accept a ring, which he presimled as a 
token of his esteem ; and every thing i»roee(*ded in 
a most j)rosi>eroii.s train, when iliey were disturbed 
by tile governor and Israelite, wlio in the heat of 
disjmtation niksed their voices, and jioured forth 
such ctiusions of gutturals, as set our lover’s teeth 
on edge. As they sjioke in aiauguage unknown 
to ev('ry one m the carriage hut iliemsolvc's, and 
looked at each oth(*r witii mutual animosity and 
rancour, J’ercgrhic desired to know the cuuse of 
their contention, rjxm whicli .lolh*!* exclaimed in 
a furious toius “'riiis ieariu'd Levite, forsootli, has 
the nnpudenee to tell me that 1 don’t understand 
Ih'hivw'; and affirms, that the word lUmmi sig¬ 
nifies r/z/Zd of joi/; whereas 1 ean prove, and indeed 
have already said enough to convince any reason- 
aide man, that in tlie tseptuagint it is rightly 
tninslaleil into of my .wmn/’,” Having thus 
(‘\plained himself to his impil, he turned to the 
jiriest, with intention t(»appeai to his detenniiiation; 
imt the Jew pulled him by the sh-evewith great 
eagenmss, saying, “ For the love of (lod he quiet, 
the ('iij)uelim will discover who 'we are !" Joller, 
oflended at this conjunction, echoed “Wlio wc are!” 
W’ith great emjihasis ; and repeating rias jxiuiu va~ 
Uimusy asked ironiealiy to which ot the tribes the 
Jew thougiit he ln'longed. ’riie* Levite, aflronted 
at his eomjiaring liim to a hall of horse-dung, re¬ 
plied, with a most significant grin, “ 'I'o tin: tribe of 
Issachar.” His antagonist, taking the advantage* 
of his unwillingness to Ixrknown by the friar, and 
jirompted by revenge lor tlie froi*dom he had used, 
answered in the French huiguagc, that the judgnumt 
of God w'as still inaiiif(*st upon their whole race, 
not only in their being in the stale of exiles from 
their native land, but also in the spite of their 
h(*art.s and pravity of their dispositions, which de¬ 
monstrate them to be the genuine oHsjiring of those 
who crucified the Saviour of the world. 

His expectation was, however, defeated; the 
priest himself was too deeply engaged to attend to 
the debates of other people. The physician, in the 
pride and insolence (.>f his learning, had undertaken 
to display the absurdity of the Christian faith; 
having already, as he thought, confuted the Capu¬ 
chin, touching tlie points of belief in which thi' 
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I v^ Tn^in Catholics differ from the rest of the world. 
Rut not contented with the imagined victory he 
had gained, he began to strike at the fundamentals 
of religion; and the father, with incredible for¬ 
bearance, suffered him to make very free with the 
doctrine of the Trinity. But, when he levelled the 
shafts of his ridicnle at the immaculate conception 
of the Blessed Virgin, the good man’s patience 
forsook him, his eyes seemed to kindle with indig¬ 
nation, he trembled in every joint, and uttered with 
a loud voice, “ You are an abominable—I will not 
call thee heretic, for thou art worse, if possible, than 
a Jew; you deserve to be enclosed in a furnace 
seven times heated, and T have a good mind to 
lodge an information against you with the go¬ 
vernor of Ghent, that you may be apprehended 
and punished as an impious blasphemer.” 

This menace operated like a charm on all pre¬ 
sent The doctor was confounded, the governor 
dismayed, the Levite’s teeth ehattered, the painter 
was astonished at the general confusion, the cause 
of which he could not comprehend; and Pickle 
himself, not a little alarmed, was obliged to use all 
his interest and assiduity in appeasing this son of 
the church, who at length, in consideration of the 
friendship he professed for the young gentleman, 
consented to forgive what hud passed, but absolutely 
refused to sit in contact with such a profane wretch, 
whom he looked upon as a fiend of darkness sent 
by the enemy of mankind to poison the minds of 
weak people; so that after having crossed himself, 
ind in uttered oeilain exorcisms, he insisted upon 
the doctor’s changing places with the Jew, who 
ipproached the offended ecclesiastic in an agony of 
Tear. 

Matters being thus eomiiromised, the convorsa- 
lon flowed in a more general channel; and without 
he intervention of any other accident, or bone of 
-•ontention, the carriage arrived at the city of Ghent 
ibout Severn in the evening. Supper being bespoke 
or the whole company, our adventurer ani his 
riends went out to take a superficial view of the 
)lace, leaving his new mistress to the pious exhor- 
atioiis of her confessor, whom, us wc have already 
)hserved, he had secured in his interest. This 
'.ealous mediator spoke so warmly in his commen- 
lation, and interested her coiiseienee so much in 
he affair, that siie could not refuse her holping- 
uind to the great work of his conversion, audpro- 
uised to grant the interview he desired. 

This agreeable piece of intelligence, which the 
lapuchin communicated to Peregrine at his return, 
jlevated his spirits to such a degree, that he shone 
It supper v'ith uncommon brilliance, in a thousand 
allies of wit and jileasantry, to the admiration and 
lelight of all present, especially of his fair Fleming, 
vho seemed quite captivated T>y liis }>erbOii and 
lohaviour. 

The evening being thus spent to the satisfaction 
)f all parties, the company broke up, and retired to 
heir several apartments, when our lover, to his un- 
ipeakahle mortification, learned that the two ladies 
A'cre obliged to lie in the same room, all the other 
diambcrs of the inn being preoccupied. When he 
mparted this difficulty to the priest, that chantablc 
father, who was very fruitful in expedients, assured 
liim, that his spiritual concerns should not be 
sbstructed by such a slender impediment; and ac¬ 
cordingly availed himself of his prerogative, by 
^ing into his daughter’s chamber when she was 
almost undressed, and leading her into his own, on 
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pretence of 'administering salutary food for her 
soul. Having brought the two votaries together, 
he prayed for success to the operations of grace, 
and left them to their mutual meditations, after 
having conjured them in the most solemn manner 
to let no impure sentiments, or temptations of the 
flesh, interfere with the hallowed design of their 
meeting. 

The reverend intercessor being gone, and the door 
fastened on the inside, the pseudo-convert,, trans¬ 
ported with his passion, threw himself at Amanda’s 
feet; and begging she would spare him the tedious 
form of addresses, which the nature of their inter¬ 
view would not permit him to observe, began with 
all the impetuosity of love to make the most by the 
occasion. But whether she was displeased by the 
intrepidity and assurance of his behaviour, th'mking 
herself entitled to more courtship and respect, or 
was really better fortified with chastity than he or 
his procurer had supposed her to be, certain it is, 
slie expressed resentment and surprise at his bold¬ 
ness and presumption, and upbraided him with 
having imposed upon the charity of the friar. The 
young gentleman was really as much astonished at 
this rebuff, as she pretended to be at his declaration, 
and earnestly entreated her to consider how pre¬ 
cious the moments were, and for once sacrifice 
superfluous ceremony to the happiness of one who 
adored her with such a flame, as could not fail to 
‘onsunie his vitals, if she would not deign to bless 
him with her favour. Notwithstanding all his tears, 
vows, and supplications, his personal aocompUsh* 
ments, and the temjtting opportunity, all that he 
could obtain was an acknowledgment of his having 
made an impression upon her heart, which she 
hoped the dictates of her duty woidd enable her to 
erase. This confession he considered as a delicate 
'onsent; and, obeying the impulse of his love, 
snatched her uj) in his arms, with an intention of 
seizing that which she declined to give; when this 
French Tucretia, unable to defend her virtue any 
other way, screamed aloud: and the Capuchin, 
setting his shoulder to the door, forced it open, and 
mtcred in an affected ecstasy of amazement. He 
.ifled up his hands and eyes, and pretended to be 
thunderstruck'at the discovery he had made ; then, 
n broken exclamations, professed his horror at the 
wicked intention of our hero, who had covered such 
a damnable scheme with the mask of religion. 

In short, he performed his cue with such dex¬ 
terity, that the lady, believing him in earnest, 
begged he would forgive the stranger, on account 
of his youth and education, which liad been tainted 
by the errors of heresy : and he was on these con¬ 
siderations content to accept the submission of 
our hero, who, far from renouncing his expecta¬ 
tions, notwithstanding tliis mortifying repulse, con¬ 
fided so much in his own talents, and the confession 
which his mistress had made, that lie resolved to 
make another effort, to which nothing could have 
prompted him but the utmost turbulence of unruly 
desire. 

CHAPTER LIV. 

lie makes another Effort towards the Accomplishment of hit 
Wish, which is postponed hy a btrange Accident. 

He directed his valet-de-chambre, who was a 
thorough-paced pimp, to kindle some straw in the 
yard, and then pass by the door of her apartment, 
irying, with a loud voice, that the house was on 
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fire. Tills alarm brought both ladies out of the! 
chamber in a moment; and Peregrine, taking the 
advantage of their running to die street door, en¬ 
tered the room, and concealed himself under a 
large table that stood in an unobserved corner, 
The nymphs, as soon as they understood the cause 
of his Mercury’s supposed affright, returned to 
their apartment, and, having said their prayers, 
undressed themselves, and went to bed. This 
scene, which fell under the observation of Pickle, 
did not at all contribute to the cooling of his concu¬ 
piscence, but, on the contrary, inflamed him to such 
degree, that he could scarce restrain his im¬ 
patience, until by her breathing deep, he concluded 
the fellow lodger of his Amanda was asleep. This 
welcome note no sooner saluted his cars, than he 
crept to his charmer’s bed-side, and, placing him¬ 
self on his knees, gently laid hold on her white 
hand, and pressed it to his lips. She had just be¬ 
gun to close her eyes, and enjoy the agreeable op¬ 
pression of slumber, when she was roused by this 
rape, at which she started, pronouncing, in a tone 
of surprise and dismay, “My Oodl who’s that!” 
The lover, with the most insinuating humility, be¬ 
sought her to hear him j vowing, that his intention 
in approaching her thus, was not to violate the laws 
of decency, or that indelible esteem which she had 
engraven on his heart, but to manifest his sorrow 
and contrition for the umbrage he had given, to 
jmur forth the overflowings of his soul, and Udl her 
that he neither could nor would survive her di.s- 
pleasure. These, and many other pathetic protes¬ 
tations, accompanied with sighs and tears, and 
other expressions of grief, which our hero had at 
command, could not fail to melt the tender heart of 
the amiable Fleming, already prepossessed in favour 
of his qualifications. She sympathized so much 
with his affliction as to weep in her tui-n, when she 
represented the impossibility of her rewarding his 
passion; and ho, seizing the fiivourable moment, 
reinforced his solicitations with such irresistible 
transports, that her resolution gave way, she began 
to breathe quick, expressed her fear of being over¬ 
heard by the other lady, and, with an ejaculation of 
“O Heavens 1 I’m undone;” suffered him, after a 
faint struggle, to make a lodgement upon the co¬ 
vered way of her bod. Her honour, however, was 
secured for the present, by a strange sort of knock¬ 
ing upon the wainscot, at the other end of the 
room, hard by the bed in which the female adven¬ 
turer lay. 

Surprised at this circumstance, the lady begged 
him for heaven’s sake to retreat, or her reputation 
would be ruined for ever. Rut when he represented 
to her, that her character would run a mueh greater 
risk if he should be detected in withdrawing, she 
consented with great trepidation to his stay; and 
they listened in silence to the sequel of the noise 
that alarmed them. 'This was no other than an ex¬ 
pedient of the painter, to awalten his’ Duleinea, with 
whom he had made an assignation, or at lea.st in¬ 
terchanged such signals as he thought amounted to 
a firm appointment His nymph being disturbed 
in her first sleep, immediately understood the sound, 
and, true to the agreement, rose, and unbolting tue 
door us softly as possible, gave him admittance, 
leaving it open for his more commodious retreat 
While this happy gallant was employed in 
disengaging himself from the dishabille in which 
he had entered, the Capuchin, sus{)ccting that Pere¬ 
grine would make another attem])t upon his charge. 


had crept silently to the apartment, in o-rder to re¬ 
connoitre, lest the adventure should be achieved 
without his knowledge ; a circumstance that would 
deprive him of the profits he might expect from 
his privity and concurrence. Finding the door un¬ 
latched, his suspicion was confirmed, and he made 
no scrujile of creeping into the chamber on all four; 
so that the painter, having stri])ped himself to the 
shirt, in groping about for his Dulcinca’s bed, 
chanced to lay his hand upon the shaven crown of 
the father’s head, which, by a circular motion, the 
priest began to turn round in his grasp, like a ball 
in a socket, to the surprise and consternation of 
poor Pallet, who, having neither [icnetration to 
comprehend the case, nor resolution to withdraw 
his fingers from this .strange object of liis touch, 
stood sw eating in the dark, and venting ejaculations 
with great devotion. ’J'he friar, tired with this ex¬ 
ercise, and the painful posture in which he stooped, 
raised himself gradually u])on his feet, heaving up 
at the same time the hand of the painter, whose 
terror a-td amazement increased to such a degree 
at this unaecountable elevation, that his faculties 
began to fail; and his palm, in the confusion of 
bis fright, sliding over the priest’s forehead, one of 
bis fingers hap])ened to slip into his mouth, and 
was immediately secured between the Capuchin’s 
eetli, with as firm a fixture as if it had been serewed 
n a blacksmith’s vice. The painter was so mueh 
disonlered by this sudden snap, which tortured him 
to the bone, that, forgetting all other eonsidenitions, 
be roared aloud, “ ilurder 1 a fire 1 a trap, a trap! 
lelp, Christians, for the love of God, hclpl” Our 
lero, eonf’ounded by these exclamatious, which he 
knew would soon fill the room with spectators, and 
ncensed at his own mortifyingdisaiipoiutment, was 
ibliged to quit the untasted banquet, and approach- 
ng the cause of his misfortune, just as his tor¬ 
mentor had thought proper to relea.se his finger, 
discharged such a hearty slap between his shoulders, 
us brought him to the ground with hideous bcllow- 
ng ; then retiring unpereeived to his own chamber, 
was one of the first who returned with a light, on 
aretenee of having been alarmed with hisene.s. The 
Capuchin had taken the same precaution, and fol¬ 
lowed Peregrine into the room, pronouncing Ihm:- 
dicile, and crossing himself with many marks of 
a.stonishment. ’The physician and .loiter appearing 
at the same time, the unfortunate painter was found 
lying naked on the floor, in all the agony of horror 
iiid dismay, blowing upon his left hand, that hung 
iangliiig from the elbow. 'Phe circumstance of 
lis being found in that apartment, and the attitude 
f his atlliction, which was extremely ridiculous, 
provoked tbe doctor to a smile, and produced a 
small relaxation in the severity of the governor’s 
eoiiTitenance ; while Pickle, testifying surprise and 
concern, lifted him from the ground, aud inquired 
into the cause vof his present situation. Having, 
after some recollection, and fruitless endeavours to 
speak, recovered the use of his tongue, he told them 
that the house was certainly haunted by evil spirits, 
by which he had been conveyed, he knew not how, 
into that apartment, and alflieted with all the tortures 
of hell. 'That one of them had made itself sensible 
to his feeling, in the shaixi of a round ball of smooth 
flesh, whieh turned round under his hand, like an 
a.stronomer’a globe, and then rising up to a surpri¬ 
sing height, was eonverted into a machine that laid 
hold on ids finger, by a snap, and having pinned 
him to the spot, he continued for some moments in 
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unspeakable agony. At last he said the engine 
seemed to melt away from his finger, and he re* 
ceived a sudden thwack upon his shoulders, as if 
discharged by the arm of a giant, which overthrew 
him in an instant upon the floor. The priest hear¬ 
ing this strange account, pulled out of one of his 
pouches a piece of consecrated candle, which he 
lighted immediately, and muttered certain mysteri¬ 
ous conjurations. Jolter, imagining that Pallet 
M'as drunk, shook his head, saying, he believing the 
spirit was no where but in his own brain. The 
physician for once condescended to be a wag, and 
looking towards one of the beds, observed, that in 
his opinion, the painter had been misled by the 
flesh, and not by the spirit. The fair Fleming lay 
in silent astonishment and affright; and her fellow- 
lodger, in order to acquit herself of all suspicion, 
exclaimed with incredible volubility against the 
author of this uproar, who, she did not doubt, had 
concealed himself in the apartment, with a view of 
l)crpel rating some wick<*d attempt upon her pre¬ 
cious virtue, and was punished and prevented b}' the 
immediate interposition of Heaven. At her desire, 
therefore, and at the earnest solicitation of the 
other lady, he was conducted to his own bed, and 
the chamber being evacuated, they locked their 
door, fully resolved to admit no more visitants for 
that night. While Peregrine, mad with seeing the 
delicious morsel snatched, as it wore, from his very 
lip, stalked through the jiassage like a ghost, in 
hope of finding some opportunity of re-entering, 
till the day beginning to break, be was obliged to 
retire, cursing the idiotical conduct of the jiaintcr, 
which had so unluckily interfered with his delight. 

CHAPTER LV, 

They depart iTom Ghent—Our Hero enffages in a Political 
I>]iipute with his MihtrcfiB, whom he offends, and pacifies 
witii SubmisBion—He practises an KxpeUient to detain the 
Carriage at Alost, and confirms the Pnest in his Interest. 
Nkxt day, about one o'clock, after having seen 
every thing remarkable in town, and been present 
at the execution of two youths, who were hanged 
for ravishing a whore, they took their departure 
from Ghent, in the same carriage which had 
brought them thither; and the conversation turning 
upon the punishment they had seen inflicted, the 
Flemish beauty expressed great symjiathy and com- 
pa.ssion for the unhappy sufferers, who, as she had 
been informed, had fallen victims to the malice of 
the accuser. Her sentiments were espoused by all 
the company, except the French lady of jileasurc, 
who, thinking the credit of the sisterhood con¬ 
cerned in the affair, bitterly inveighed against the 
profligacy of the age, and particularly the base and 
villainous attempts of man upon the chastity of the 
W'eaker sex; saying, with a look of indignation, 
directed to the painter, that, for her own jiart, she 
should never be able to manifest the acknowledg¬ 
ment she owed to Providence, for having jirotected 
her last night from the wicked aims of unbridled 
lust. This observation introduced a scries of jokes, 
at the expense of Pallet, who hung his ears, and sat 
with a silent air of dejection, fearing that, through 
the malevolence of the physician, his adventure 
might reach the cars of his wife. Indeed, though 
we have made shift to cxidain the whole transaction 
to the reader, it was an inextricablcmystcry toevery 
individual in the diligence. Hecause the part which 
Was acted by the Capuchin, w as known to himself 


alone; and even he was utterly ignorant of Fickle’s 
being concerned in the affair; so that the greatest 
share of the painter’s sufferings were supposed to 
be the exaggerations of his own extravagant ima¬ 
gination. 

In the midst of their discourse on this extra¬ 
ordinary subject, the driver told them, that they 
were now on the very spot where a detachment of 
the allied army had been intercepted and cut off 
by the French; and, stopping llic vehicle, enter¬ 
tained them with a local description ol the battle of 
Mclle, UiMin this occasion, the Flemish lady, who, 
since her marriage, had become a keen partizan for 
the French, gave a minute detail of all the circum¬ 
stances, as tliey had been represented to her by her 
husband’s brother, who was in the action. This 
account, which su^ the number of the French to 
sixteen, and raised that of the allies to twenty 
thousand men, was so disagreeable to truth, as well 
as to the laudable partiality of Peregrine, that he 
ventured to contradict her assertions, and a fierce 
dispute commeBCed, that not only regarded the 
present question, but also comiirehendcd all the 
battles in which the duke of Marlborough had 
commanded against Louis the Fourteenth. In the 
course of these debates, she divested the great 
general of all the glory he had acquired, by affirm¬ 
ing, that every victory he gained was purposely 
lost by the French generals, in order to bring the 
schemes of Madame de Maintenou into discredit; 
and, as a particular instance, alleged, that while the 
citadel of Lisle was besieged, Louis said, in pre¬ 
sence of the Dauphin, that, if the allies should be 
obliged to raise the siege, he would iinmcdiatelv 
declare his marriage with that lady; upon which 
the son sent private orders to Marshal Bouffiers to 
surrender the place. This strange allegation was 
supported by the asseverations of the priest and the 
courtezan, and admitted as truth by the governor, 
who jiretended to have heard it from good autho¬ 
rity ; while the doctor sat neutral, as one who 
thought it scandalous to know the history of such 
modern events. 'I’he Israelite, being a true Dutch¬ 
man, lifted himself under the banners of our hero, 
who, in attempting to demonstrate the absurdity 
and improbability of what they had advanced, 
raised such a hue and cry against himself, and being 
insensibly heated in the altercation, irritated his 
Amanda to such a degree, that her charming eyes 
kindled with fury, and he saw great reason to 
tliiuk, that, if he did not fall upon some method to 
dojirecate her wrath, she would in a twinkling 
sacrifice all her esteem for him to her own zeal for 
the glory of the French nation. Moved by this 
apprehension, his ardour cooled by degrees, and he 
insensibly detached himself from the argument, 
leaving the whole care of supporting it on the Jew, 
who, finding himself deserted, was fain to yield at 
discretion ; so that the French remained masters of 
the field, and their young heroine resumed her 
good humour. 

Our hero having prudently submitted to the 
superior mtelligcnce of his fair enslaver, began to 
be harassed with the fears of losing her for ever, 
and set his invention at work, to contrive some 
means of indemnifying himself for his assiduities, 
presents, and the disappointments he had already 
undergone. On pretence of enjoying a free air, he 
mounted the box, and employed his elocution and 
generosity with such success, that the driverunder- 
tuuk to disable the diligence from proceeding 
a 2 
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beyond the town of Alost for that day; and, in 
consequence of his promise, gently overturned it 
•when they were but a mile short of that baiting- 
place. He had taken his measures so discreetly, 
that this accident was attended with no other in¬ 
convenience than a fit of fear that took possession 
of the ladies, and the necessity to which they were 
reduced by the declaration of the coachman, who, 
upon examining the carriage, assured the company 
that the axle-tree had given way, and advised them 
to walk forward to the inn, while he would jog 
after them at a slow ])acc, and do his endeavour 
the damage should be immediately repaired. Pere¬ 
grine pretended to be very much concerned at what 
had hapj)ened, and even cursed the driver for hi.s 
inadvertency, expressing infinite impatience to be 
at Brussels, and wishing that this misfortune might 
not detain tliem another night upon the road ; but 
when his understraj)per, according to his instruc¬ 
tions, came afterwards to the inn, and gave them to 
understand, that the workman he hs^ employed 
could not possibly refit the machine in less than six 
hours, the crafty youth affected to lose all temper, 
stormed at his emissary, whom he reviled in the 
most opprobrious terms, and threatened to cane for 
his misconduct. The fellow protested, with great 
humility, that their being overturned was owing to 
the failure of the axle-tree, and not to his want of 
care or dexterity in driving; though rather than 
be thought the cause of incommoding him, he would 
inquire for a post-ehaiso, in which he might depart 
for Brussels immediately. This exiicdient Pickle 
rejected, unless the whole company could be accom¬ 
modated in the same manner; and he had been 
previously informed by the driver that the town 
could not furnish more than one vehicle of that 
sort. His governor, who was quite ignorant of his 
scheme, represented, that one night "would soon be 
passed, and exhorted him to hear this small disap¬ 
pointment with a good grace, especially as the house 
seemed to be well provided for their eiitertaininciit, 
and tlie company so much disposed to be sociable. 
The Capuchin, who had found his account in culti¬ 
vating the ac^iuaintance of the young stranger, was 
not ill ])lcased at this event, which might, by pro¬ 
tracting the term of their intercourse, yield him 
some opportunity of profiting still further by his 
liberality. lie therefore joined Mr. «Jolter in his 
admonitions, congratulating himself upon the pros¬ 
pect of enjoying his conversation a little longer 
than he had exj^ected. Our young gentleman re¬ 
ceived a compliment to the same purjmse from the 
Hebrew, who had that day exercised his gallantry 
upon the French co(iuctte, and was not without 
hope of reaping the frnits of his attention; his rival, 
the painter, being quite disgraced and dejected by 
the adventure of last night. As for the doctor, he 
was too much engrossed in the contemplation of his 
own importance, to interest himself in the allair, or 
its consequences, further than by observing that the 
European powers ought to establish public games, 
like those that were celebrated of old in Greece; 
in •W'hich case, every state would be supplied with 
such dexterous charioteers, as would drive a ma¬ 
chine at full speed, within a hair’s breadth of a 
precipice, without any danger of its being over¬ 
thrown. l*eregrme could not help yielding to their 
remonstrances, and united complaisance, for which 
he thanked them iu very polite terms, and his pas¬ 
sion seeming to subside, proposed that they should 
amuse themselves in walking round the ramparts. 


He hoped to enjoy some private conversation with 
his admired Fleming, who had this whole day be¬ 
haved with remarkable resen'e. The proposal 
being embraced, he, as usual, handed her into the 
street, and took all opportunities of promoting his 
suit; but they were attended so closely by her 
father confessor, that he foresaw it would be im¬ 
practicable to accomplish his aim, without the con¬ 
nivance of that ecclesiastic. This he was obliged 
to purchase with another purse, which he offered, 
and was accej)tcd as a charitable atonement for his 
criminal behaviour during the interview which the 
friar had procured for the good of his soul. The 
benefaction was no sooner made, than ftie pious 
mendicant edged off by little and little, till he joined 
the rest of the company, leaving his generous patron 
at full liberty to prosecute his purpose. It is not 
to be doubted that our adventurer made a good use 
of this occasion. He practised a thousand flowers 
of rhetoric, and actually exhausted his whole ad¬ 
dress, in persuading her to have compassion upon 
his misery, and indulge him with another private 
audience, without which he should run distracted, 
and be guilty of extravagancies which, in the hu¬ 
manity of her disposition, she would ■weep to sec. 
But, instead of complying with his request, she 
chid him severely for his presumi)tion, in perse¬ 
cuting her with his vicious addresses. She assured 
him, that although she had secured a chamber for 
herself in this place, because slu* had no ambition 
to he better acquainted with the other lady, ho 
would he in the wrong to disturb her with another 
nocturnal visit; for she was determined to deny 
him admittance. The lover was comforted by this 
hint, which he understood in the true acceptation, 
and his passion being inflamed by the obstacles he 
had mot with, his heart beat high with the prospect 
of possession. These raptures of expectation pro¬ 
duced an inquietude, whieh disubk-d him from 
bearing that slmre of the conversation for which he 
used to be distinguished. His behaviour at biqiper 
was a vicissitude of startings and reveries. U’he 
Capuchin, imputing this disorder to a se<*ond re¬ 
pulse from his charge, began to be invaded with 
the apj)rehension of being obliged to refund, and, 
iu a whisper, forbade our liero to despair. 

CllAPTKH LVI. 

The French Coquette eiitr.tj)8 the Jleart of the Jew, apniiiht 
whotn Pallet eutcTS into aConspiracy , l>y which Peregrine 
is again disappointed, and the lichrew’s Incontinence 
exposed. 

Mjcanwiitt.e the French sjrcn, baulked in her de¬ 
sign upon her English cully, who was so easily 
disheart(*ned, and hung his ears in manifest despon- 
deiiee, rather than run the risk of making u voyage 
that should be altogether unprofitable, resolved to 
practise her charms upon the Dutch merchant. 
She had already made such innovations uj>on his 
heart, that he 'cultivated her with peculiar com¬ 
placency, gazed upon her with a most libidinous 
stare, and unbended his aspect into a grin that was 
truly Israelitish. The painter saw, and was offended 
at this correspondence, which he considered as an 
insult upon his misfortune, as well as an evident 
preference of his rival; and, conscious of his own 
timidity, swallowed an extraordinary glass, that 
his invention might be stimulated, and his resolu¬ 
tion raised to the contrivance and execution of 
some scheme of revenge. The wine, however, 
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ftiled in the expected effect, and, without inspiring 
him with the plan, served only to quicken his deMre 
of vengeance; so that he communicated his pur¬ 
pose to his friend Peregrine, and begged his assist¬ 
ance. But our young gentleman was too intent 
upon his own affair, to mind the concerns of any 
other person ; and he, declining to be engaged in 
the project, Pallet had recourse to the genius of 
3*ickle’B vaiet-de-chambre, who readily embarked 
in the undertaking, and invented a plan, which was 
executed accordingly. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, and the 
comi)aiiy separated into their respective apartments, 
Pickle repaired, in all the impatience of youth and 
desire, to the chamber of his charmer, and finding 
the door unbolted, entcr<*d in a transport of joy. 
By the light of the moon, wliich shone througli the 
window, he was conducted to her bed, vdiich he 
approached in. the utmost agitation, and perceiving 
her to all a)>pearanee asleej), essayed to wake her 
with a gentle kiss; but this method proved ineffec¬ 
tual, beeauso she was determined to save bcrsclf 
the confusion of being an aeeoinjiliee in his guilt. 
He repeated the application, miinuured a most pas¬ 
sionate salutation in her ear, and took such other 
gentle methods of signifying liis presence, as per¬ 
suaded him that slie was resolved to sleep, in spite 
of all his endeavours. Flushed with this agreeable 
supposition, lie locked the door, in order to prevent 
interruption, and stealing himself under tlie clothes, 
set fortune at deftanee, while he held the fair crea¬ 
ture circled in his arms. 

Nevertheless, near as he seemed to be to the 
luippy aocompHshment of his desire, his hope was 
again frustrated with a frightful noise, wdiicli in a 
moment awaked his Aniunda in a fright, and, for 
the jiresent, engaged all his attention, llis valct-de- 
chamhre, whom Pullet had consulted a«aconfederate 
in his revenge against the lady of pleasure, and her 
Jewish gallant, had hired of certain Bohemians, 
who chanced to lodge at the inn, a jack-ass, adorned 
with bells, which, when every body was retired to 
rest, and the Hebrew supposed to he bedded with 
his mistress, they led up stairs into a long thorough¬ 
fare, from which the chambers weite detached on 
each side. 'I'he painter, j>erceiving the lady’s door 
a-jar, according to his expectation, mounted this 
animal, with intention to ride into the room, and 
disturb the lovers in the midst of tlieir mutual en¬ 
dearments; hut the ass, true to its kind, finding 
himself bestrid by an unknown rider, instead of 
advancing in obedience to his conductor, retreated 
backwards to the other end of the passage, in spite 
of all the efforts of the paiuter, who spurred, and 
kicked, and pommelled, to no purpose. It was the 
noise of this contention between Pallet and the ass 
which invaded the cars of Peregrine and his mis¬ 
tress, neither of whom could form the least rational 
conjecture about the cause of such strange dis¬ 
turbance, which increased as the animal apiiroached 
the apartment. At length, the hourrique’s retro¬ 
grade motion was obstnicted by the door, which it 
forced open in a twinkling, with one kick, and en¬ 
tered with such complication of sound, as terrified 
the lady almost into a fit, and threw her lover into 
the utmost perplexity and confusion. Tlic painter, 
finding himself thus violently intruded into the bed¬ 
chamber of he knew not whom, and dreading the 
resentment of the possessor, who might discharge 
a pistol at him, as a robber who had broke into his 
apartment, was overwhelmed with consternation, 


and redoubk-d his exertion to accomplish a speedy 
retreat, sweating all the time with fear, and putting 
up petitions to Heaven for his safety ; but his ob¬ 
stinate companion, regardless of his situation, in¬ 
stead of submitting to his conduct, l)egan to turn 
round like a mill-stone, the united sound of his feet 
and bells producing a most surprising concert. 
The unfortunate rider, whirling about in this man¬ 
ner, would have quilted his seat, and left the beast 
to his own amusement, but the rotation was' so 
rapid, that the terror of a severe fall hindered him 
from attempting to dismount; and, in the despera¬ 
tion of his heart, he seized one of its ears, which he 
pinched so unmercifully, that the creature set up 
his throat, and brayed aloud. This liideous excla¬ 
mation was no sooner heard by the fair Pleming, 
already ehillcd by panic, and prepared with super¬ 
stition, than, believing herself visited by tlie devil, 
who was permitted to punish her for her infidelity 
to the inarriuge-bed, she uttered a scream, and began 
to repeat her pater-nostcr with a loud voice. Iler 
lover, finding hi..)self under the necessity of retiring, 
started up, and, stung with the most violent pangs 
of rage and disappointment, ran directly to the spot 
whence this diabolical noise seemed to proceed, 
n’here, encountering the ass, he discharged such a 
volley of blows at him and his rider, that the crea¬ 
ture carried him off at a round trot, and they roared 
in unison all the way. Having thus cleaivd the 
room of such disagreeable company, he went back 
to llis mistress, and assuring her that this w'as only 
home foolish prank of Pallet, took his leave, with a 
promise of returning after the quiet of the inn 
should be reestablished. 

In the mean time, the noise of thcbourriqne, the 
cries of the painter, and the lady’s scream, had 
alarmed the whole house; and the ass, in the pre¬ 
cipitation of his retreat, seeing ]>eople with lights 
before him, took shelter in the apartment for which 
he was at first designed, just as the Levite, aroused 
at the uproar, had quitted his Dulciuea, and was 
attempting to recover his own chamberunperceived. 
Seeing himself opposed by such an animal, mounted 
by a toll, meagre, lantern-jawed figure, half naked, 
with a white niglitcap upon his head, which added 
to the natural paleness of his complexion, the Jew 
was sorely troubled in mind, and believing it to be 
an apj)arition of Balaam and liis ass, fled backward 
with a nimble pace, and crept under the bed, where 
he lay concealed. Mr. Jolter, and the priest, who 
were the foremost of those who had been aroused 
by the noise, were not unmoved when they saw such 
a spectacle rushing into the chamber, from whence 
the lady of pleasure began to shriek. The gover¬ 
nor made a full halt, and the Capuchin discovered 
no inclination to proceed. They were, however, 
by the pressure of the crowd that follow'ed them, 
thrust forward to the door through which the 
vision entered; and there Jolter, with great cere¬ 
mony, comjdimentcd his reverence with the pass, 
beseeching him to w'alk in. 'liie mendicant w’as 
too courteous and humble to accept this preemi¬ 
nence, and a very caniest dispute ensued ; during 
which, the Ovss, in the course of his circuit, showed 
himself and rider, and, in a trice, decided the con¬ 
test ; for, struck with this second glimpse, both at 
one instant sprung back with such force, as over¬ 
turned the next men, who communicated the im 
pulse to those that stood behind them, and these 
again to others; so that the whole passage was 
strewed with a long file of people, that lay in* a line 
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like the sequel and dependence of a pack of cards. 
In the midst of this havoc, our hero returned 
from his own room with an air of astonish¬ 
ment, asking the cause of this uproar. Iteceiving 
such hints of intelligence as JoUcr’s consternation 
would permit him to give, he snatched the candle 
out of his hand, and advanced into the haunted 
chamber without hesitation, being followed by all 
present, who broke forth into a long and loud peal 
of laughter, when they perceived the ludicrous 
source of their disquiet The painter himself made 
an effort to join their mirth; hut he had been so 
harrowed by fear, and smarted so much with the 
pain of the discipline he had received from I'ickle, 
that he could not, with all his endeavour, vanquish 
the ruefulness of his countenance. His attempt 
served only to increase the awkwardness of his 
situation, which was not at all mended by the beha¬ 
viour of the coquette, who, furious with her disap¬ 
pointment, slipped on a petticoat and bed-gown, and 
springing upon him like another Hecuha, with her 
nails deprived all one side of his nose of the skin, 
and would not have left him an eye to see through, 
if some of the company had not rescued him from 
her unmerciful talons. Provoked at this outrage, 
as well as by her behaviour to him in the diligence, 
he publicly explained his intention in entering her 
chamber in this equipage; and, missing the Hebrew 
among the spectators, assured them that he must 
have absconded somewhere in the apartment. In 
pursuance of this intimation, the room was imme¬ 
diately searched, and the mortified Levite pulled 
by the heels from his lurking-place; so that Pallet 
had the good fortune at last to transfer the hingh 
from himself to his rival and the Frcneh inaraoratii, 
who aeeorditigly underwent the ridicule of the 
whole audience. 

CHAPTEK LVIL 

Pallet, endeavouriiiB to unravel tlie Mystery of the Treat¬ 
ment he had received, falls out of the Pryirig-pau into the 
Fire. 

Nkvebthkles.s, Pallet was still confounded and 
chagrined by one consideration, which was no other 
than that of his liaving been so roughly handled in 
the clianiher belonging, as he found upon inquiry, 
to the liandsmne young lady who was under the 
Capuchin’s direction. He recollected that the door 
was fast looked when his 1iea.st hurst it open; and 
he had no reason to believe that any person fol¬ 
lowed him in his irruption. On the otlier liand, he 
could not imagine that such a gentle creature would 
either attempt to commit, or be able to execute, such 
a desperate assault as that wliich liis body liad 
sustained j and her demeanour was so modest and 
circumspect, that he durst not liai-bour the least 
suspicion of her virtue. 

These reflections bewildered liim in the labyrinth 
of thought; he rummaged his whole imagination, 
endeavouring to account for what had happened. 
Al length he concluded, that either Peregrine, or 
the devil, or both, must have been at the bottom of 
the whole affair, and determined, for the satisfaction 
of his curiosity, to watch our hero’s motions, during 
the remaining part of the night, so narrowly, that 
his conduct, mysterious as it was, should not be 
able to elude his penetration. 

With these sentiments he retired to his own 
room, after the ass had been restored to the right 
owners, and the priest had visited and confirmed 


his fair ward, who had been almost distracted with 
fear. Silence no sooner prevailed again, than he 
crawled darkling towards her door, and huddled 
himself up in an obscure comer, from whence he 
might observe the ingress or egress of any human 
creature. He had not long remained in tliis posture, 
when, fatigued with tliis adventure, and that of the 
preceding night, his faculties were gradually over¬ 
powered with slumber; and, falling fast asleep, he 
began to snore like a whole congregation of Pres¬ 
byterians. 'The Flemish lieauty, liearing this dis¬ 
cordant noise in the passage, began to be afraid of 
some new alarm, and very prudently bolted her 
door; so that when her lover wanted to repeat his 
visit, he was not only surprised and incensed at this 
disagreeable serenade, the author of whicii he did 
not know, but when compelled by his passion, 
which was by this time wound to the higliest pitch, 
he ventured to approacli tlie entrance, he had the 
extreme mortification to find himself shut out. He 
durst not knock to signify his presence in any other 
manner, on account of the lady’s reputation, wliieh 
would have greatly suffered, hud the snorcr been 
waked by his endeavours. Had he known that 
the person who thus thwarted his views was the 
painter, he would have taken some efl'cctual stcji 
to remove him; but he could not conceive wliat 
should induce Pallet to take up his residence in 
tliat comer; nor could he use the assistance of a 
light to distinguisli him, because there was not a 
eiincllo burning in the house. 

It is impossible to describe the rage and vexation 
of our hero, while he continued thus tantalized 
upon tlie brink of bliss, after his desire hud been 
exasperated by the eircumstances of his two former 
disa]qiointmcnts. He ejaculated a thousand ex¬ 
ecrations against his own fortune, cursed his 
fellow-travellers without exception, vowed revenge 
against the painter, who liad twice confounded liis 
most interesting scheme, and was tempted to execute 
immediate vengeance upon the unknown cause of 
his present miscarriage. In this agony of distraction 
did he sweat two whole hours in the passage, though 
not without some faint hopes of being delivered 
from his tormentor,who, he imagined,upon waking, 
would undoubtedly shift hi.s <iaarters, and leave the 
field free to his designs; butwlien lie lieard the cock 
repeat his salutation to the morn, whicli began to 
open on the rear of night, he could no longer 
restrain Ids indignation, (loingtohisown chamlxT, 
he filled a bason with cold water, and, standing at 
some distance, discharged it full in the face of the 
gaping snorer, who, over and above the surprise 
occasioned by the application, was almost suffocated 
by the liquor that entered his mouth, and ran down 
into Ids windpijie. While he gaejicd like a person 
half drowned, without knowing the nature of his 
disaster, or remembering the situation in which he 
fell asleep. Peregrine retired to his own door, and 
to his no small astonishment, from a long howl tliat 
invaded his cars, learned that the imtient was no 
other than Pallet, who had now for the third time 
baulked his good fortune. 

Enraged at the complicated trespasses of this 
unfortunate offender, he ruslied from his apartment 
with a horsewliip, and encountering the painter in 
his flight, overturned him in the passage. There 
he exercised the instrument of Ids wrath with great 
severity, on pretence of mistaking him for some 
presumptuous cur, which had disturbed the repose 
of the ioo; nay, when he called aloud for mercy in 
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a supplicating tone, and his cliastiser could no longer 
I)retend to treat him as a quadruped, such -was the 
■virulence of the young ^ntlcman’s indignation, 
that he could not lielp declaring his satisfaction, by 
telling Pullet he had richly deserved the punishment 
he hud undergone, for his madness, folly, and im¬ 
pertinence, in contriving and executing such idle 
schemes, as had no other tendency than that of 
plaguing his neighbours. 

Pallet protested, with great vehemence, that he 
was innocent, as the child unborn, of an intention 
to give umbrage to any person whatever, except 
the Israelite and his doxy, who he knew had 
incurred liis displeasure. “ Put, as God is my 
Saviour,” said he, “ I believe I am persecuted with 
witchcraft, and begin to think that d—ned priest 
is an agent of the devil; for he hath been hut two 
nights in our comjiany, during which J have not 
closed an eye, but, on the contrary, have been 
tormented by all the fiends of hell.” Pickle 
peevishly replied, that his torments had been occa¬ 
sioned by his own foolish imagination; and asked 
film how he came to howl in that corner. The 
painter, who did not think proixr to own the 
truth, said, that he had been transported thither 
by some preternatural eonveyance, and soused in 
water by an invisible band, ^'he youth, iu hope 
of profiting by his absi'nee, advised liim to 
retire immi-diately to his bed, and by sleep strive 
to comfort his brain, which ^seemed to be not a 
little disordered by tbe want of that refreshment. 
Pallet himself begun to bo very much of the same 
way of thinking; and, in compliance with such 
wholesome counsel, betook himself to rest, mutter¬ 
ing prayers all the way for the recovery of his own 
iindiTstanding. 

Pickle attended him to his clmnibcr, and, locking 
him u]>, put the key in his own pocket, that he 
might not have it in his power to interrupt him 
again; hut, in his return he was mot hv ]\lr. Joiter 
and the doetor, who had been a second time alarmed 
by the painter's cries, and come to inquire about 
this now adventure. Jlalf frantic ’«'ith such a 
series of disappointments, he cursed them in his 
heart for their unseasonable appearance. When 
they questioned him about Pallet, he told them he 
had found him stark staring mad, howling in a 
corner, and wet to the skin, and conducted him to 
his room, where he was now abed. The physician, 
liearing this circumstance, made atPicrit of his 
vanity; and, under pretence of concern for the 
patient's welfare, desired he might have an oppor¬ 
tunity of examining the symptoms of his disorder, 
without loss of time; alleging that many diseases 
might have been stifled in the birth, which after¬ 
wards baffled all the endeavours of the medical art. 
The young gentleman accordingly delivered the key, 
and once more withdrew into his own chamber, with 
a view of seizing the first occasion that should 
present itself of renewing his application to his 
Amanda’s door; while the doetor, in liis way to 
Pallet’s apartment, hinted to the governor his sus¬ 
picion that the patient laboured under that dreadful 
symptom culled the hydrophohiUy which, he ob¬ 
served, had sometimes appeared in persons who 
were not previously bit by a mad dog. This con¬ 
jecture he founded upon the howl he uttered when 
he was soused with water, and began to recollect 
certain circumstances of the painter’s behaviour for 
some days past, which now he could plainly per¬ 
ceive had prognosticated some such calamity. He 


then ascribed the distemper to the violent frights he 
liad lately undergone; affirmed that the affair of 
the Bastile had made such a violent encroachment 
upon his understanding, that his manner of thinking 
and speaking was entirely altered. By a theory of 
his own invention, he explained the effect of fear 
upon a loose system of nerves, and demonstrated 
the modus in which the animal spirits operate upon 
the ideas and power of imagination. 

This disquisition, which was communicated at 
the painter’s door, might have lasted till breakfast, 
had not Joiter reminded him of his own maxim, 
Venienii ocrvrrite mvrbo; upon which he put the 
key to immediate use, and they walked softly to¬ 
wards the bed, where the patient lay extended at 
full length in the arms of sleep. The physician 
took notice of his breathing hard, and his mouth 
being open; and from these diagnostics declared 
that the liquidum nerrosuw was intimately affected, 
and the saliva imjiregnated with the spicnlated 
particles of the virus^ howsoever contracted. 
This sentence was still farther confirmed by the 
state of his pulse, which, being full and slow, 
indicated an ojiprcsscd circulation, from a loss of 
elasticity in the ]>ropelling arteries. He proposed 
that he should immediately suffer a second aspersion 
of water, which would not only contribute to the 
cure, but also certify them beyond all possibility of 
doubt, with regard to the state of the disease; for 
it would evidently appear, from the manner in 
which he would hear the application, whether or 
not his horror of water amounted to a confirmed 
hydrophobia. Mr. »Iolter, in compliance with this 
proposal, began to empty a bottle of water, which 
he found in the room, in a bason; when he was 
interrupted by the prcscriber, who advised him to 
use the contents of the chamber-pot, which, being 
impregnated with salt, would operate more cffectu- 
aily than pure element. Thus directed, the governor 
lifted up the vessel, which was replete with medicine, 
and with one turn of his hand discharged the 
wliole healing inundation upon the ill-omen’d pa¬ 
tient, who, waking in the utmost distruetion of 
horror, yelled most hideously, just at the time when 
Peregrine had brought his mistress to a parley, 
and entertained hopes of being admitted into her 
chamber. 

Terrified at this exclamation, she instantly broke 
off the treaty, beseeching him to retire from the 
door, that her honour might receive no injury from 
his being found in that place; and h<* had just 
enough of recollection left to sec the necessity of 
obeying the order ; in conformity to which ha re¬ 
treated, well nigh deprived of his senses, and almost 
persuaded that so many unaccountable disappoint¬ 
ments must have proceeded from some supernatural 
cause, of which the idiot Pallet was no more than 
the involuntary instrument. 

I^leanwhile, the doctor having ascertained the 
malady of the patient, whose cries, interrupted by 
frequent sobs and sighs, he interpreted into the 
barking of a tiog, and having no more salt water at 
hand, resolved to renew the bath with such mate¬ 
rials as chance would afford. He actually laid hold 
of the bottle and bason; but by this time the painter 
had recovered the use of his senses so well, as to 
perceive his drift; and, starting up like a frantic 
bedlamite, ran directly to his sword, swearing with 
many horrid imprecations, that he would murder 
them both immediately, if he should be banged 
before dinner. They did not choose to wait the 
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issue of his threat, but retired ■with such precipita¬ 
tion, that the physician had almost dislocated his 
shoulder, by running against one side of the entry. 
Jolter, having pulled the door after him, and turned 
the key, betook himself to flight, roaring aloud for 
assistance. His colleague, seeing the door secured, 
valued himself upon his resolution, and exhorted 
him to return; declaring, that for his own part, he 
was more afraid of the madman's teeth than of his 
weapon, and admonishing the governor to re-enter, 
and execute what they had left undone. “ Go in,” 
said he, “ without fear or apprehenKioii, and if any 
accident shall happen to you, either from his slaver 
or his sword, 1 will assist you with my advice, 
which from this station I can more coolly and dis¬ 
tinctly administer, ehau I should he able to supply, 
if my ideas were disturbed, or my attention en¬ 
gaged in any personal concern.” 

Jolter, who could make no objection to the just- 
nest of the conclusion, frankly owned, that he had 
no inclination to try the experiment; observing, 
that self-preservation wap the first law of nature; 
that his connexions with the unhappy lunatic were 
hut slight; and that it could not be reasonably cx- 
j)ccted that he would run such risks for his service, 
as were declined by one who had set out with him 
from England on the footing of a companion. This 
insinuation introduced a dispute upon the nature of 
benevolence, and the moral sense, which, the re¬ 
publican argued, existed independent of any private 
consideration, and could never be att’ected by any 
contingent circumstance of time and fortune; 
while the other, who abhorred his principles, as¬ 
serted the duties and excellence of private friend¬ 
ship, with infinite rancour of altercation. 

During the hottest of the argument, they were 
joined by the Capuchin, who, being astonished to 
see them thus virulently engaged at the door, and to 
hear the painter bellowing within the clminhcr, 
conjured them in the name of God, to tell him the 
cause of that confusion, which Imd kept the -whole 
house in continual alann during the best part of the 
night, and sc*cmed to be the immediate work of the 
devil and his angels. "When the governor gave 
him to understand, that Pallet was visited with an 
evil spirit, he muttered a prayer of St. Antonio de 
Padiui, and undertook to cure the painter, provided 
ho could be secured so as that he might, without 
danger to himself, burn part of a certain relic 
under liis nose, which he assured them was equal 
to the miraculous power of Eleazar s ring. They 
expressed great curiosity to know what this trea¬ 
sure was; and the priest was prevailed upon to tell 
them in confidence, that it was a collection of the 
paring of the nails belonging to those two madmen 
whom Jesus purged of the legion of devils that 
afterwards entered the swine. So saying, he pulled 
from one ofhis pockets usmoU box, containing about 
an ounce of the parings of an horse’s hoof; at 
sight of which, the governor could not help smiling, 
on account of the grossness of the imposition, Tlie 
doctor asked, with u supercilious smile, wlietber 
those muniac.s, whom Jesus cured, were of the 
sorrel complexion, or dapple gray ; for, from the 
texture of these parings, he could prove, that the 
original owners were of the quadruped order, aud 
even distinguished, that their feet had been fortified 
with shoes of iron. 

ITie mendicant, who bore an inveterate grudge 
against this sou of Ablsculapius, ever since he had 
made so free with the Catholic religion, replied, 


; with great bitterness, that he was a wretch, with 
whom no Christian ought to communicate; tliat the 
vengeance of Heaven would one day overtake him, 
on account of his profanity; and that his heart was 
shod with a metal much’harder than iron, which 
nothing but hell-fire would be able to melt. 

It wa.s now broad day, and all the servants of 
the inn were a-foot. Feregrine, seeing it would be 
impossible to obtain any sort of indemnification for 
the time he had lost, and the perturbation of his 
spirits hindering him from enjoying rc]) 0 sc, which 
was, moreover, obstructed by the noise of Fallet 
and his attendants, put on his clothes at once, and, 
in exceeding ill humour, arrived at the spot ■^^ here 
this triumvirate stood debating about the means of 
overpowering the furious painter, who still conti¬ 
nued his song of oaths and execrations, and made 
sundry efitnls to break open the door, (’hagrined 
as our hero was, he could not help laughing when 
ho heard how the patient had been treated; and his 
indignation changing into compassion, ho called to 
him through the key-hole, desiring to know the 
reason of his distracted behaviour. Fallet no sooner 
recognised his voice, than lowering his own to a 
whimpering tone, “My dear friend,” said he, “I 
have at last detected the rufiians who have perse¬ 
cuted me so much. 1 caught them in the fact of 
sufibeating me with cold water; and by the Lord 
1 will be revenged, or may I never live to finish 
my Cleopatra. F’or the love of (iod o])cn the door, 
and 1 will make that conceited pagan, that jivc- 
tendcr to taste, that false devotee of the ancients, 
who poisons peojile with sillykickahios and devil's 
dung; 1 say, i will make him a monument of my 
wrath, and an examjilu to all the cheats and Impos¬ 
tors of the faculty; and, ns for that thick-headed 
insolent pedant, his confederate, who emptied my 
own Jordan upon me while I slejit, he had better 
been in his beloved Haris, botching schemes for his 
friend the Pretender, than iiieiir the efVects of my 
resentment. Gadsbodikins I 1 won’t leave him a 
wind-pipe for the hangman to stop, at the end of 
another I'ebellion.” 

Pickle told him his conduct had been so extra¬ 
vagant, as to confirm the •V'hole comi>any in the 
belief that he was actually dejirlvcd of his senses ; 
on which supposition Mr. Jolter and the doctor 
had acted the part of friends, in doing that which 
they thought most conducive to his reooviTy; so 
that their c(^icern merited his thankful acknow¬ 
ledgment, instead of his frantic moniices. '^riiat, 
for his own part, he would be the first to condemn 
him, as ontj utterly bereft of his wits, and give 
orders for his being secured as a madman, unless 
he w'ould immediatidy give a proof of his sanity, 
by laying aside his sword, composing his spirits, 
and thanking his injured friends for their care of 
his person. 

This alternative quieted his transports in a 
moment; ho was terrified at the apiirehension of 
being treated liken bedlamitt*, being dubious of the 
state of his own brain ; and, on the other hand, had 
conceived such a horror and antiimthy for his tor¬ 
mentors, that, far from believing himself obliged 
by what they had done, he could not even think of 
them without the utmost rage and detestation. He, 
therefore, in the most tranquil voice he could as¬ 
sume, protested, that he never was less out of his 
senses than at present, though he did not know liow 
long he might retain them, if he should be consi¬ 
dered in the light of a lunatic. That, in order to 
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prove his being compos menttSf he was willing to 
sacrifice the resentment he so justly harboured 
against those, who, by their malice, had brought 
him to this pass. But as he apprehended it would 
be the greatest sign of madness he could exhibit, 
to thank them for the mischiefs they had brouglit 
upon him, he desired to be excused from making 
any such concession; and swore he would endure 
every thing, rather than be guilty of such mean 
absurdity. 

Peregrine held a consultation upon this reply, 
when the governor and physician strenuously 
argued against any capitulation with a maniac, and 
proposed that some method might be taken to seize, 
fetter, and convey him into a dark room, where he 
might be treated according to the rules of art. But 
the Capuchin, understanding the circumstances of 
the case, undertook to restore him to his former 
state, without having recourse to such violent 
measures. Pickle, who was a better judge of the 
affair than any person present, opened the door 
without further hesitation, and displayed the poor 
painter standing with a woeful countenance, shiver¬ 
ing in his shirt, which was as wet xs if he had been 
dragged through the Dender: a spectacle which 
gave such offence to the chaste eyes of the Hebrew’s 
luifiU'eKs, who was by this time one of the siieeta- 
tor's, that she turned her head anothm* way, and 
witlulrew to her own room, exclaiming against tJie 
iiuh'cent practices of men. 

rallet, seeing the young gentleman enter, ran to 
him, and. shaking him by the hand, called him his 
best friend, and said he had rescued him from those 
who had a design against his life. 'I’he priest 
would have produced his parings, and applied them 
to his nose, but was hindered by Pickle, who a(I- 
vised the ]>atient to shift liiinself, and put on his 
clothes. This being done witli great order and 
deliberation, Mr. Jollcr, who, with the doctor, had 
kept a wary distance, in expectation of seeing some 
strange effects of his distraction, begun to believe 
that he had been guilty of a mistake, and accused 
the physician of having misled him by his false 
diagnostic. The doctor still insisted upon his for¬ 
mer declaration, assuring him, that although l*allet 
enjoyed a short interval for the present, the deli¬ 
rium would soon recur, unless they would profit 
by this momentary calm, and ordered him to he 
blooded, blistered, and purged, with all imaginable 
despatch. 

'riio governor, liow'ever, notwithstanding this 
caution, advanced to the injured party, and begged 
pardon for the share he had in giving him such 
disturbance, lie declared, in the most solemn 
manner, tliat he had no other intention than that of 
contributing towanls his welfare, and that his be¬ 
haviour was the result of the physician’s prescrip¬ 
tion, which he affirmed was absolutely necessary for 
the recovery of his health. 

The painter, who had very little gall in his dis¬ 
position, was satisfied with this apology; hut his 
resentment, which was before divided, now glowed 
with double fire against his first fellow-traveller, 
whom lie looked njion as the author of all the mis¬ 
chances ho liad undergone, and marked out for his 
vengeance accordingly. Yet the doors of recon¬ 
ciliation were not shut again.st the doctor, wlio, 
with great justice, might have transferred this load 
of offence from himself to Peregrine, who was, 
without doubt, the source of the jiainter’s misfor¬ 
tune. But, in that ease, he must have owned him¬ 


self mistaken in his medical capacity; and he did 
not think the friendship of Pallet important enough 
to be retrieved by such condescension; so that he 
resolved to neglect him entirely, and gradually 
forget the former correspondence he had main¬ 
tained with a person whom he deemed so imwor» 
thy of his notice. 


CHAPTER LVHL 

Peref^rine. nlmost distracted with hia DiHappointmentR, con¬ 
jures the fair Fleming to permit his Visits at Brusiels- 
Site withdraws from his Pursuit. 

Things being thus adjusted, and all the company 
dressed, they went to breakfast about five in the 
morning, and in less than an hour after were seated 
in the diligence, where a profound silence jire- 
vaiied. Peregrine, who used to be the life of the 
society, was extremely pensive and melancholy on 
account of his mishap, the Israelite and his l)ul- 
cinea dejected in consequence of their disgrace, tlic 
poet absorbed in lofty meditation, the painter in 
schemes of revenge, while Jolter, rocked by the 
motion of the carriage, made himself amends for 
the want of rest he had sustained, and the mendi¬ 
cant, with his fair charge, were infected by the 
cloudy aspect of our youth, in w'hose disaiqioint- 
ment each of them, for different reasons, bore no 
inconsiderable share. This general languor and 
recess from all bodily exercise*, disposed them all 
to receive the gentle yoke of slumber; and, in halt 
an hour after they had embarked, there was not 
one of them awake, except our hero and his mis¬ 
tress, unless the Capuchin was ]>Ieased to counter¬ 
feit sleep, in order to indulge our young ^ntleman 
with an opportunity of enjoying some jirivatc con¬ 
versation with his beanteous ward. 

Peregrine did not neglect the occasion; but, on 
the contrary, seized the first minute, and, in gentle 
murmurs, lamented his hard hap in being thus the 
sport of fortune. lie assured her, and that with 
great sincerity, that all the cross accidents of his 
life had not cost him one half of the vexation and 
keenness of chagrin which he had suffered last 
night; and that, now he was on the brink of part¬ 
ing from her, he should be overwhelmed with the 
blackest despair, if she would not extend her 
compassion so far as to give him an opportunity 
of sighing at her feet in Brussels, during the few 
days his affairs would permit him to spend in 
that city. 

This young lady, with an air of mortification, 
expressed her sorrow for being the innocent cause 
of his anxiety; said, she hoped last night’s adven¬ 
ture would be a salutary warning to both their 
souls; for she was persuaded that her virtue was 
protected by tlie intervention of Heaven; that 
whatever impression it might have made upon him, 
she was enabled by it to adliere to that duty from 
which her passion had begun to swerve; and, be¬ 
seeching him to forget her for his own peace, gave 
him to understand, that neither the plan she had 
laid down for her own conduct, nor the dictates of 
her honour, would allow her to receive his visits, 
or carry on any other correspondence with him, 
while she was restricted by the articles of her mar¬ 
riage vow. 

This explanation produced such a violent effect 
upon her admirer, that he was for some minutes 
deprived of the faculty of speech; which he no 
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sooner recovered, than he gave vent to the most 
unbridled transports of passion. He taxed her 
^ith barbarity and indifFcrence ; told her, that she 
had robbed him of his reason and internal peace; 
that he would follow her to the ends of the earth, 
and cease to live sooner than cease to love her; 
that he would sacrifice the innocent fool who had 
been the occasion of all this disquiet, and murder 
every man whom he considered as an obstructi(m 
to his views, Tn a word, his passions, which had 
continued so long in a state of the highest fer¬ 
mentation, together with the want of that repose 
which calms and quiets the perturbation of the 
spirits, had wrought him up to a pitch of real dis¬ 
traction. While he uttered these delirious expres¬ 
sions, the tears ran down his cheeks; and he 
underwent such agitation, that the. tender heart of 
the fair Fleming was alFectcd with his condition *, 
and, while her own face was bedewed with the 
streams of sympathy, she bogged him, for Heaven’s 
sake, to be composed; and promised, for his satis¬ 
faction, to abate somewhat of the rigour of her 
purpose. Consoled by this kind declaration, he 
recollected himself; and, taking out his pencil, 
gave her his address, when she had assured him 
that he should hear from her in four and twenty 
hours at farthest after their separation. 

Thus soothed, he regained the empire of himself, 
and, by degrees, recovered his serenity. But this 
was not the case with his Amanda, who, from this 
sample of his disposition, dreaded the impetuosity 
of his youth, and was effectually deterred from en¬ 
tering into any engagements that might subject her 
peace and reputation to the rash effects of such a 
violent spirit. Though she was captivated by his 
person and accomplishments, she had rcffection 
enough to foresee, that the longer she countenanced 
his passion, her own heart would be more and 
more irretrievably engaged, and the <iuiet of her 
life the more exposed to continual interruption. 
She therefore profited by these considerations, and 
a sense of religious honour, which helped her to 
withstand the suggestions of inclination, and re¬ 
solved to amuse her lover with false hopes, until 
she shotild have it in her power to relinquish his 
conversation, without running any risk of suffering 
by the inconsiderate sallies of his love. It was 
with this view that she desired he w'ould not insist 
upon attending her to her mother’s house, when 
the diligence arrived at Hrussels; and he, cajoled 
by her artifice, took a formal leave of her. together 
with the other strangers, fixing his habitation at 
the inn to which he and his fellow-travellers had 
been directed, in the impatient expectation of 
receiving a kind summons from her within the 
limited time. 

Meanwhile, in order to divert his imagination, 
he went to see the stadtbouse, jiark, and arsenal, 
took a superficial view of the bookseller’s cabinet 
of curiosities, and spent the evening at tlie Italian 
opera, which was at that time exhibited for the 
enteitainmcnt of IVincc Charles of Lorruin, then 
governor of the Low Countries. In short, tlie 
stated period was almost elapsed, when I’eregrine 
received a letter to this purpose:— 

“SiH,—If you knew what violence I do my own heart, in 
declaring that 1 have withdrawn myeelf for ever from your 
addresBCB. you would surely applaud the sacrihco 1 make to 
virtue, and strive to imitate this example of self-denial, 
yes, bir, Heaven hath lent me grace to struggle with my 
guilty passion, and henceforth to avoid the dangerous sight 
of him wJio inspired it. I therefore conjure you, by the 


regard you ought to have for the eternal welfare of us both, oa 
well as by the esteem and aifection you profess, to war with 
your unruly inclination, and desist from all attempts of frus¬ 
trating the laudable resolution J have marie. Seek not to 
invade the peace of one who loves you, to disturb the quiet 
of a family that never did you wrong, and to alienate the 
thoughts of a weak woman from a deserving- man, who, by 
the most sacred claim, ought to have the full possession of 
her heart.” 

This billet, without either date or subscription, 
banished all remains of discretion from the mind 
of our hero, who ran instantly to the landlord, in 
all the ecstasy of madness, and demanded to see 
the messenger who brought the letter, on pain, of 
putting his whole family to the sw'ord. The inn¬ 
keeper, terrified by his looks and menaces, fell upon 
his knees, protesting, in the face of Heaven, that 
he was utterly ignorant and innoc<*nt of any thing 
that could give him offence, and that the billet was 
brought hy a person whom he did not know, and 
who retired immediately, saying it rc'quired no 
answer. He then gave utterance to his fury in a 
thousand imprecations and invectives against the 
writer, whom he dishonoured with the api)ellations 
of a coquette, a jilt, an adventurer, who, by moans 
of a jumping priest, had defrauded him of his 
money, lie denounced vengeance against the men¬ 
dicant, whom he swore lie would destroy, if ever 
he set eyes on him again. The jiainter unluckily 
appearing during this paroxysm of rage, he sei 2 ed 
him by the throat, saying, he was ruined hy his 
accursed folly; and, in all likelihood, poor Ballet 
would have been strangled, had not Jolter inter¬ 
posed in his behalf, beseeching his pupil to have 
mercy ujion the sufferer, and, with infinite atixiety, 
desiriug to know the cause of this violent assault. 
He received no answer but a string of incoherent 
curses. When the jiainter, with unspeakable asto¬ 
nishment, took God to witness that he had done 
nothing to disoblige him, the governor began to 
think, in sad earnest, that I’eregrine’s vivacity 
had at length risen to the transjiorts of actual 
madness, and was himself almost di.straeted witli 
this sujiposition. That he might the better judge 
what reinetly ought to be ajqilied, he used his whole 
influence, and jiractised all his eloquence upon the 
youth, in cirdtT to learn the immediate cause of his 
delirium, lie employed the most pathetic en¬ 
treaties, and even shed tears in tlie course of his 
supplication ; so that Piekle, the first violence of 
the huri'icauc being blown over, was ashamed of 
his own imprudence, and retired to his chamber, 
in order to recollect his dissipated thoughts. 'J’herc 
he shut himself up, and, for the second time, jierus- 
ing the fatal epistle, began to waver in his ojiinion 
of the author’s eharaeter and intention. He some¬ 
times considered her as one of those nymidis who, 
under the musk of iunocence and simjdieity, practise 
upon the hearts and purses of unwary and unex¬ 
perienced youths. This was the suggestion of his 
w'rath, inflamed by di.sajijTOiutment; but, when he 
reflected upon the circumstances of her behaviour, 
and reeallcd her particular charms to his imagina¬ 
tion, the severity of his censure gave way, and his 
heart declared in favour of her sincerity. Vet even 
this consideration aggravated the sense of his loss, 
and he was in danger of relajwing into his former 
distraction, when his passion was a little becalmed 
hy the hojie of seeing her again, either hy accident, 
or in the cours(‘ of a diligent and minute inquirj’, 
which he forthw’ith resolved to set on foot. He had 
reason to believe, that her own heart would esjwuse 
Ins cause, in spite of her virtue’s determination, 
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and did not despair of meeting ■with the Capuchin, 
whose good oifices he knew he could at any tinie 
command. Comforted with these reflections, tlie 
tempest of his soul subsided. In less than two 
hours he joined his company, with an air of com¬ 
posure, and asked the painter’s forgiveness for 
the freedom he had taken—the cause of which he 
promised hereafter to explain. Pallet was glad 
of being reconciled on any terms to one whose 
countenance supported him in equilibrio with his 
antagonist the doctor; and Mr. Jol!:er was rejoiced 
beyond measure at his pupil’s recoverv. 


CHAPTER LIX. 

Peregrine meets -with Mrs, ITornbcck, and is consoled for 

his Ix)8s—H is Valet-do-chambre Is embroiled with her 
Duenna, whom, however, he linds Means to appease. 
Evkhv thing having thus resumed its natural 
channel, they dined together in great tranquillity. 
In the afternoon. Peregrine, on pretence of staying 
at home to write letters, while his companions were 
at the coffeehouse, ordered a coach to be called, 
and, willi bis valet-de-ehambre, who was the only 
person acquainted with the present state of his 
thoughts, set out for the Promenade, to which all 
the ladies of fashion resort in the evening during 
the summer season, in hopes of seeing his fugitive 
among the rest. 

Having made a circuit round the walk, and 
narrowly observed every female in the place, he 
perceived at some distance the livery of llornbeck 
upon a lacquey that stood at the back of a coach; 
upon which he ordered his man to reconnoitre the 
said carriage, while he pulled up his glasses, that 
he might not be discovered, before he should have 
received some intelligence, by wliich he might 
conduct himself on this unexpected occasion, that 
already began to interfere with the puqiosc of his 
coming thither, though it could not dispute liis 
attention with the idea of his cliarming unknown. 

Jlis Mercury having made his observations, re¬ 
ported, that there w'as nobody in the coach but 
Mrs. Hornbeck and an elderly woman, who had all 
the air of a duenna, and that the servant ivas not 
the same footman who had attended them in France. 
Encouraged by this information, our hero ordered 
liim.^elf to he driven elo.se up to that side of their 
coijv(‘nienco on which liis old mistress sat; and 
ac<!ost(‘d her with the usual .salutation. Tlii.s lady 
no sooner beheld her gallant, than her cheeks red¬ 
dened with a double glow; and she exclaimed, 

flear brother, I am overjoyed to sec you ! Pray 
conn* into our coach.” He took the hint imme¬ 
diately, and, complying with her request, embraced 
thi.s new sister with great atVeetion. 

J’erceiving that her attendant was very much 
surprised and alarmed at this unexpected meeting, 
she, in order to banish h(*r suspicion, and at tint 
same time give her lover his cue, told him, that his 
brother (meaning her husband) was gone to the 
i>pa for a few weeks, by the advice of physicians, 
on account of his ill state of health ; and that, from 
his last letter, she had the pleasure to tell him, he 
was ill a fair way of doing well. The young gen¬ 
tleman expressed his satisfaction at this piece of 
news ; observing, with an air of fraternal concern, 
that if his brother had not made too fr<‘e with his 
constitution, his friends in England would have had 
no occasion to repine at his absence and want of 
health, by which he was banished from his own 


country and connexions. He then asked, with as 
affectation of surprise, why she had not accom¬ 
panied her spouse; and was given to understand, 
that his tenderness of affection would not suffer him 
to expose her to the fatigues of the journey, which 
lay among rocks that were almost inaccessible. 

The duenna’s doubts being eased by this pre¬ 
amble of conversation, he changed the subject to 
the pleasures of the place; and among other such 
questions, inquired if she had as yet visited Ver¬ 
sailles ? This is a puhlic-housc, situated upon the 
canal, at the distance of about tw'o miles from town, 
and accommodated with tolerable gardens for the 
entertainment of company. ‘When she replied in 
the negative, he proposed to accompany her thither 
immediately; but the governante, who had hitherto 
sat silent, objected to this propo.sal; telling them, 
in broken English, that as^the lady was under her 
care, she could not answer to Mr. Hombcck for 
allowing her to visit such a suspicious place. “As 
for that matter, madam,” said the confident gallant, 
“give yourself no trouble; the consequences shall 
be at niy i)eril, and I will undertake to ensure you 
against my brother’s resentment.” So saying, he 
directed the coachman to the place, and ordered his 
o'wn to follow, under the auspices of his valct-dc- 
chambre, while the old gentlewoman, over-ruled 
by his assurance, quietly submitted to his authority 

Reing arrived at the place, he handed the ladies 
from the coach, and then for the first time observed 
that tlie duenna was lame, a circumstance of which 
be did not scruple to take the advantage; for they 
had scarce alighted, and drank a glass of wine, 
when he advised his sister to enjoy a walk in the 
garden. And although the attendant made shifr 
to keep them almost always in view, they enjoyed o 
detached conversation, in which Peregnne learned, 
that the true cause of her being left behind at 
Ifrussels, whilst her liusband proceeded to Spa, was 
his dread of the company and familiarities of that 
place, to which his jealousy durst not expose her; 
and that she had lived three weeks in a convent at 
Lisle, from which she was delivered by his own 
free motion, because indeed he could no longer exist 
without her company; and lastly, our lover un¬ 
derstood, that her governante was a mere dragon, 
who had been recommended to him by a Spanish 
merchant whose wife she attended to her dying- 
day. Jhit she very much questioned whether or 
not her fidelity was proof enough against money 
and strong waters. Peregrine assured her the ex¬ 
periment should be tried before parting; and they 
agreed to pass the night at Versailles, provided his 
endeavours should succeed. 

J laving exei*cised themselves in thi-s manner, 
until the duenna’s spirits were pretty much ex¬ 
hausted, that she might be the belter disposed to 
recruit them with a glass of liquor, they returned 
to their apartment, and the cordial was recom¬ 
mended and received in a bumper. Rut as it did 
not produce such a visible alU“ratiou as the sanguine 
hopes of ]^ickle. had made him expect, and the old 
gentlewoman observed that it begun to be late, and 
that the gates would he shut in a little time, he 
filled up a parting glass, and pledged her in equal 
quantity. Her blood was too much chilled to be 
warmed even by this extraordinary dose, which 
made immediate innovation in the bruin of our 
youth, who, in the gaiety of his imagination, over¬ 
whelmed this she Argus with such profusion of 
gallantry, that she was more intoxicated with his 
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expressions than vith the spirits she had drank. 
Wnen, in the course of toying, he dropped a purse 
into her bosom, she seemed to forget how the night 
wore, and, with the approbation of her charge, os- 
sentedtobisproposalof havingsomethiogforsupper. 

This was a great point which our adventurer had 
gained; and yet he pl^nly perceived that the go- 
vemante mistook his meaning, by giving herself 
credit for all the passion he had professed. As 
this error could be rectified by no other means 
than those of plying her with the bottle, until her 
distinguishing faculties should be overpowered, he 
promoted a quick circulation. She did him justice, 
without any manifest signs of inebriation, so long, 
that his own eyes began to reel in the sockets; and 
he found, that, bi'fore his scheme could be accom¬ 
plished, he should be eftVetually unfitted for all the 
purposes of love. He therefore had recourse to 
his valet-de-chambre, ^flio understood the hint as 
soon as it was given, and readily undertook to per¬ 
form the part, of which his master had played the 
prelude. This affair being settled to his satisfaction, 
and the night at odds with morning, he took an 
opportunity of imparting to the ear of this aged 
Hulcinea a kind wiiispcr, importing a promise of 
visiting her, wlu*n his sister should be retired to 
her own chamber, and an earnest desire of leaving 
her door unlocked. 

This agreeable intimation being communicated, 
he conveyed a caution of the same nature to Mrs. 
Hornbeck, as he led her to her apartment; and 
darkness and silence no sooner prevailed in the 
house, than he and his trusty stjuirc set out on their 
different voyages. Every thing would have suc¬ 
ceeded according to their wish, hud not the valct- 
ie-chambre suffered iMinself to fall asleep at the 
side of his inamorata, and, in the agitation of a 
violent dream, exclaimed in a voice so unlike that 
ff her supposed adorer, that she distinguished the 
iifference at once. Waking him witli a pinch 
ind a loud shriek, she threatened to prosecute him 
for a rape, and reviltKl him with all the epithets her 
'age and disappointment could suggest. 

The l>cnchinan, finding himself detected, be- 
laved witli great temper and address. He begged 
ihe would compose herself, on account of her own 
•eputation, which was extremely dear to him; pro- 
esting, that he had a most inviolable esteem for her 
lerson. His representations had w’eight with the 
luenna, who, upon recollection, comprehended the 
vholc aftivir, and thought it would be her interest 
0 bring matters to an accommodation. She tUere- 
bre admitted the apologies of her bed-fellow, jjro- 
dded he would promise to atone by marriage for 
he injury she had sustained; and in this particular, 
le set her heart at case by repeated vows, which he 
ittered with surprising volubility, though without 
.ny intention to peHbrm the least tittle of their 
'ontents. 

Peregrine, who had been alarmed by her excla- 
uation, and run to the door with a view of inter- 
)osing, according to the emergency of the case, 
iverhearing the affair thus compromised, returned 
o his mistrc.ss, who was highly entertained with 
n account of what had passed, foreseeing, that, 
or the future, she should be under no difficulty or 
estrictiou from the severity of her guard. 

CHAI’TEK LX. 

lornbeck is intornied of his Wife’s Adventure with Pere- 

IfriiM, for whom he prepares a Strutagera, which is \ 


rendered Ineffectual by the information of Plpe§. The 

Husband la ducked for hia intention, and our Hero 
apprehended by the Patrol. 

There was another person, however, still ungained; 
and that was no other than her footman, whose se¬ 
crecy our hero attempted to secure in the morning 
by a handsome present, which he received with 
man^ professions of gratitude and devotion to his 
service; yet this complaisance was nothing but a 
cloak used to disguise the design he harboured of 
making his master acquainted with the whole trans¬ 
action. Jn^cd this lacquey had been hired, not 
only as a spy upon his mistress, but also as a cheek 
on the conduct of the govemante, with promise of 
ample reward, if ever he should discover any sin¬ 
ister or suspicious practices in the course of her 
behaviour. As for the footman w’hom they had 
brought from England, he was retjiined in attend¬ 
ance upon the jierson of his master, whose confi¬ 
dence he had lost, by advising him to gentle methods 
of reclaiming his lady, when her irregularities liad 
subjected her to liis wrath. 

Q'he Flemish valet, in consequence of the office 
he had undertaken, wTote to Hornbeck by the first 
j»ost, giving an exact detail of the adventure at 
Versailles, with such a description of the pretended 
brother, as left the husband no room to think he 
could be any other person than his first dishonourer; 
and exasperated him to such a degree, that he re¬ 
solved to l.iy an ambush for this invader, and at 
once disqualify him from disturbing his repose, by 
maintaining further eorrc.spondence with his wife. 

Meanwhile the lovers enjoyed themselves with¬ 
out restraint, and Peregrine’s plan of inquiry after 
his dear unknown was for the present jmstponed. 
His fellow-travellers w-ere confounded at his mys¬ 
terious motions, which filled the heart of Joller 
with anxiety and terror. This careful conductor 
was fraufiht with such experience of his pupil’s 
disposition, that he trembled with the apprehension 
of some sudden accident, and lived in continual 
alarm, like a man that walks under the wall of u 
nodding tower. Nor did he enjoy any alleviations 
of his fears, when, upon telling the young gentle¬ 
man, that the rest of the company were desirous 
of departing for Antwerp, he answered, that they 
were at liberty to consult their own inclinations; 
but, for his own luirt, he was resolved to stay in 
Brussels a few days longer. By this declaration 
the governor was confirmed in the opinion of his 
having some intrigue upon the anvil. In the bit¬ 
terness of his vexation, he took the liberty of 
signifying his suspicion, and reminding him of the 
dangerous dilemmas to which he had been reduced 
by his former precipitation. 

Peregrine took his caution in good part, and 
promised to behave with such circumspection aa 
would screen him from any troublesome conse¬ 
quences for the future; but, nevertheless, behaved 
that same evening in such a manner, as plainly 
showed that his prudence was nothing else than 
vain speculation. He had made an appointment to 
spend the night, as usual, with Mrs. Hornbeck j 
and, about mne o’clock, hastened to her lodging, 
when he was accosted in the street by his old dis¬ 
carded friend. Thomas Pipes, who, witliout any 
other pivamblc, told him, that, for all he had turned 
him adrift, he did not choose to see him run full 
sail into his enemy’s harbour, without giving him 
timely notice of the danger. “ I’ll tell you what,” 
i said he, “ mayhap you think I want to curry 
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•&vour, that 1 may be taken in tow again ; if you do, 
you have made a mistake in your reckoning. I am 
old enough to be laid up, and have -wherewithal to 
xeep my planks froia the weather. But this here 
is the affair; 1 have known you since you were 
no higher than a marlinspike, and should’nt care 
to see you deprived of your rigging at these years. 
Whereby,! am informed by Hornbeck’s man,whom 
I this afternoon fell in with by chance, as how his 
master has got intelligence of your boarding his 
wife, and has steered*privately into this port, with 
a large complement of hands, in order, d’ye sec, to 
secure you while you are under the hutches. Nefw, 
if so be as how you have a mind to give him a salt 
cel for his sUfper, here am I, without hope of fee or 
reward, ready to stand by you as long as my tim¬ 
bers will stick together; and if 1 expect any recom¬ 
pense, may I be bound to eat oakum, and drink 
hilgewater for life.” 

Startled at this information. Peregrine examined 
him upon the particulars of his discourse with the 
lacquey ; and when he understood that Hombeck’s 
intelligence flowed from the canal of his Plemish 
footman, he believed every circumstance of Tom’s 
report, thanked him for this warning, and, after 
having reprimanded him for his misbehaviour at 
Lisle, assured him that it should be his own fault 
if ever they should part again. He then deliberated 
with himself whether or not he should retort the 
purpose upon his adversary; but when he con¬ 
sidered that lloriibeck was not the aggressor, and 
made that unhappy husband’s case his own, he 
could not help acijuitting his intention of revenge, 
though, in his opinion, it ought to have been exe¬ 
cuted in a more honourable manner; and therefore 
lie (letennined to chastise him for his want of spirit. 
Nothing surely can be more insolent and unjust 
than this determination, which induced him to 
j)uuish a person for his want of courage to redress 
the injury which he himself had done to his repu¬ 
tation and peace; and yet this bai’barity of decision 
is authorizedby the opinion and practice of mankind. 

With these sentiments he retunied to the inn, 
and, i)utting a pair of jnstols in his pocket, ordered 
his valet-de-chaml>re and i’ipes to follow him at a 
small distance, so as that they should be within call 
ill case of necessity, and then posted himself within 
thirty yards of his Hulcinea’s door, •^'here he had 
not been above half an hour, when he perceived 
four men take their station on the other side, with 
a view, as he guessed, to watch for lus going in, 
that he might be taken unaware. But when they 
had tarried a considerable time in that corner, with¬ 
out reaping the fruits of their expectation, their 
leader, persuaded that the gallant had gained ad¬ 
mittance by some secret means, approached the 
door with his followers, who, according to the in¬ 
structions they had received, no sooner saw it 
opened, than they rushed in, leaving their employer 
in the street, where he thought his person would 
be least endangered. Our adventurer, seeing him 
all alone, advanced with speed, and clapping a pis¬ 
tol to his breast, commanded him to follow his foot¬ 
steps, without noise, on pain of immediate death. 

Terrified at this sudden apparition, Hornbeck 
obeyed in silence; and, in a few minutes, they 
arrived at the quay, where Tickle, halting, gave 
him to understand that he was no stranger to his 
villainous design; told him, that if he conceived 
himself injured by any circumstance of his conduct, 
he would now give him an opportunity of resenting 


the wrong in a manner becoming a man of honour. 
“ You have a sword about you,” said he ; ** or, if 
you don’t choose to put the affair on that issue, here 
is a brace of pistols, take which you please.” Such 
an address could not fail to disconcert a man of his 
character. After some hesitation, he, in a faulter- 
ing accent, denied that his design was to mutilate 
Mr. Pickle, but that he thought himself entitled to 
the Iwnefit of the law, by which he would have 
obtained a divorce, if he could have procured evi¬ 
dence of his wife’s infidelity; and, with that view, 
he had employed people to take advantage of the 
information he had received. With regard to this 
alternative, he declined it entirely, because he could 
not see what satisfaction he should enjoy in being 
shot through the head, or run through the lungs, 
by a person who had already wronged him in an 
irreparable manner. Lastly, his fear made him 
propose that the affair should be left to the arbitra¬ 
tion of two creditable men, altogether unconcerned 
in the dispute. 

To these remonstrances Peregrine replied, in the 
style of a hot-headed young man, conscious of his 
own unjustifiable behaviour, that every gentleman 
ought to be a judge of his own honour, and there¬ 
fore he would submit to the decision of no umpire 
whatsoever; that he would forgive his want of cou¬ 
rage, which might be a natural infirmity, but his 
mean dissimulation he could not pardon. That, as 
he was certified of the rascally intent of his ambus¬ 
cade by undoubted intelligence, he would treat him, 
not with a retaliation of his own treachery, but 
with such indignity as a scoundrel deserves to suffer, 
unless he would make one effort to muintam the 
character he assumed in life. Ho saying, he again 
presented his pistols, which being rejected as before, 
he called his two ministers, and ordered them to 
duck him in the canal. 

This command was pronounced and executed 
almost in the same breath, to the unspeakable terror 
and disorder of the poor shivering patient, who, 
having undergone the immersion, ran about like a 
drowned rat, sijucaking for assistance and revenge. 
His cries were overheard by the patrole, wlio, 
chancing to ]»ass that way, look him under their 
protection, and, in consequence of his complaint 
and information, went in pursuit of our adventurer 
and his attendants, who were soon overtaken and 
surrounded. Hash and incousidcraU* as the young 
gentleman was, he did not pretend to stand upon 
the defensive against a file of musketeers, although 
Pipes had drawn his cutlass at their approacli, but 
surrendered himself without opposition, and was 
conveyed to the main guard, where the command¬ 
ing officer, engaged by his appearance and address, 
treated him with all imaginable respect. Hearing 
the particulars of his adventure, he assured liiiu 
that the prince would consider the whole as a /our 
de jeunesse, and order him to be released without 
delay. 

Next morning, when this gentleman gave in his 
report, he made such a favourable representation 
of the prisoner, that our hero was on the point of 
being dischargiKl, when Hornbeck preferred a com¬ 
plaint, accusing him of a purposed assassination, 
and praying that such punishment should be in- 
fficted upon him as his highness should think 
adequate to the nature of the crime. The prince, 
peiplcxcd with this petition, in consequence of 
which he foresaw tliat he must disoblige a British 
subject, sent for the plaintiff, of whom he had some 
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knowledge, and, in person, exhorted him to drop 
the prosecution, which would only serve to propa¬ 
gate his own shame. But Hornbedk was too much 
incensed to listen to any proposal of that kind, and 
peremptorily demanded justice against the prisoner, 
whom he represented as an obscure adventurer, 
who had made repeated attempts upon his honour 
and his life. Prince Charles told him, that what 
he had advised was in the capacity of a friend; but, 
since he insisted upon his acting as a magistrate, 
the affair should be examined, and determined ac¬ 
cording to the dictates of justice and truth. 

The petitioner being dismissed with this promise, 
the defendant was, in his turn, brought before the 
judge, whose prepossession in his favour was in a 
great measure weakened by what his antagonist had 
said to the prejudice of liis biith and reputation. 

CBAPTEli LXL 

Peregrine is released—Jolter confounded at his mysterious 
Conduct—A Contest liappcns between ti«e Poet and Painter, 
who are reconciled by the Mediation of their Fellow-tra- 
VelltTB. 

Our hero, understanding from some expressions 
which escaped the prince, that he was considered 
in the light of a sharper and assassin, begged that 
he might have the liberty of sending for some 
vouchers, that would probably vindicate his cha¬ 
racter from the malicious aspersions of his adver¬ 
sary. This pennission being granted, he wrote a 
letter to his governor, desiring that he would bring 
to him the letters of recommendation which he had 
received from tlie Britisli ambassador at T^uris, and 
such other papers as he thought conducive to evince 
the importance of his situation. 

The billet was given in charge to one of the 
subaltern officers on duty, who carri^^d it to the 
inn, and demanded to speak with Mr. Jolter. Pal¬ 
let, who happened to be at the door when this mes¬ 
senger arrived, and heard him inquire for the tutor, 
ran directly to that gentleman’s apartment, and in 
manifest disorder told him that a huge fellow of a 
soldier, with a monstrons pair of whiskers, and a 
fur cap as big as a bushel, was a.sking for him at 
the door. The poor governor began to shake at 
this intimation, though he wus not conscious of 
having committed anything that could attract the 
attention of the state. When the officer appeared 
at his chamber door, his confusion increased to such 
a degree, that his perception seemed to vanish, and 
the subaltern repeated the purport of his errand 
three times, before he could comprehend his mean¬ 
ing, or venture to receive the letter wliieh he })rc- 
sented. At length he summoned all his fortitude, 
and having perused the epistle, his terror sunk into 
anxiety. His ingenuous fear immediately sug¬ 
gested, that Peregrine was confined in a dungeon, 
for some outrage he had committed. He ran with 
great agitation to a trunk, and, taking out a bundle 
of papers, followed his conductor, being attended 
by the painter, to whom he had hinted his appre¬ 
hension. When they passed through the guard, 
which was under arms, the hearts of both died 
within them; and when they came into the pre¬ 
sence, there was such an expression of awful horror 
on the countenance of Jolter, that the prince, ob¬ 
serving his dismay, was pleased to encourage him 
with an assurance that he had nothing to fear. 
Thus comforted, he recollected himself so well as 
to understand his pupil, when he desired him to 


produce the ambassador’s letters; some of whicl 
being open, were immediately read by his highness 
who was personally acquainted with the writer, anc 
knew several of the noblemen to whom they wen 
addressed. These recommendations were so warm 
and represented the young gentleman in such an 
advantageous light, tliat the prince, convinced o1 
the injustice his character had suffered by the mis¬ 
representation of Hombeck, took our hero by the 
liand, asked pardon for the doubts he had ciiter- 
tained of his honour, declared him from that 
moment at liberty, ordered his domestics to be 
enlarged, and offered him his countenance and 
protection as long as he should remain in the Aus¬ 
trian Netherlands. At the same tim^e cautioned 
him against indiscretion in the course of his gal¬ 
lantries ; and took his word and honour, that he 
should drop all measures of resentment against the 
person of Hombeck during his residence in that place. 

The delinquent, thus honourably acquitted, 
thanked the prince in the most respectful manner, 
for his generosity and candour, and retired with 
his two friends, who were amazed and bewildered 
in their thoughts at what they had seen and heard, 
the whole adventure still remaining witliout the 
sphere of their comprehension, which was not at 
all enlarged by the unaccountable appearance of 
Pipes, who. with the valet-cle-chambre, joined them 
at the castle gate. Had Jolter been a man of a 
luxuriant imagination, his brain would undoubtedly 
have suffered in the investigation of his puiul’s 
mysterious conduct, which he strove in vain to 
unravel; but his intellects were too solid to he 
affected by the miscarriage of his invention; and, 
as Peregrine did not think })roper to make him 
acquainted with the cause of his being apprehended, 
ho contented himself with su]>posing that there was 
a lady in the case. 

The painter, whose imagination was of a inoi’e 
flimsy texture, formed a thousand chimerical con¬ 
jectures, which he communicated to J’ieklo, in iin- 
purloct insinuations, hoping, by his answers and 
iK'liaviour, to discover the truth; but the youth, in 
order to tantalize him, eluded all his inquiries,with 
such uppeaniiice of industry and art, as heightomid 
his curiosity, while it disappointed his aim, and in¬ 
flamed him to such a degree of impatience, that his 
wits began to he unsettled. Then Peregrine was 
fain to reeoin]H)se his brain, by telling him in con¬ 
fidence, that he had been arrested as a spy. 'rhis 
secret he found more intolerable than his former 
uncertainty. He run from one apartment to ano¬ 
ther, like a goose in the agonies of egg-laying, witli 
intention of disburdening this important load; but, 
Jolter being engaged with the pupil, and all the 
people of the house ignorant of the only language 
he could speak, he was compelled, with infinite re¬ 
luctance, to address himself to the doctor, who was 
at that time shut up in his own chamber. Having 
knocked at the door to no purpose, he peej>ed 
through the key-hole, and saw the physician sitting 
at a table, with a pen in one hand, and paper before 
him, his head reclined upon his otlier hand, and his 
eyes fixed upon the cieling, as if he had been en¬ 
tranced. Pallet, concluding that he was under the 
power of some convulsion, endeavoured to force 
the door open ; and the noise of his efforts recalled 
the doctor from his reverie. This poetical repub¬ 
lican, being so disagreeably disturbed, started up 
in a passion, and, opening the door, no sooner per¬ 
ceived who had interrupted him, than he flung it 
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in bis face with great fury, and cursed him for his 
impertinent intrusion, which had deprived him of 
the most delightful vision that ever regaled the 
human fancy. He imagined, as he afterwards im¬ 
parted to Peregrine, that, as he enjoyed himself in 
walking through the flowery plain that borders on 
Parnassus, he was met by a venerable sage, whom, 
by a certain divine vivacity that lightened from 
his eyes, he instantly knew to be the immortal 
Pindar. He was immediately struck with reve¬ 
rence and awe, and prostrated himself before the 
apparition, which, taking him by the hand, lifted 
him gently from the ground, and, with words more 
sweet than the honey of the Hybla bees, told him, 
that, of all the moderns, he alone was visited by 
that celestial impulse by which he himself had been 
inspired, when he produced his most applauded 
odes. So saying, he led him up the sacred hill, 
persuaded him to drink a copious draught of the 
waters of the llippocrenc, and then presented him 
to the harmonious Nine, who crowned his temples 
with a laurel wreath. 

No wonder that he was enraged to find himself 
cut off from such sublime society. He raved in 
Greek against the invader, who was so big with his 
own purpose, that, unmindful of the disgrace he 
liad sustained, and disregarding all the symptoms 
of the physician’s displeasure, he applied his mouth 
to the door, in an eager tone, “ I’ll hold you any 
wager,” said he, “ that I guess the true cause of 
Mr. Pickle's imprisonment.” To this challenge he 
received no rejily, and therefore repealed it, adding, 
” 1 suppose you imagine he was taken up for light¬ 
ing a duel, or affronting a nobleman, or lying with 
some man’s wife, or some such matter; but, egad I 
you was never more mistaken in your life; and I’ll 
lay my Cleopatra against your Homer’s head, that 
in four-and-twenty hours you shan’t light on the 
true reason.” 

The favourite of the muses, exasperated at this 
vexatious persevi*rance of the painter, who ho ima¬ 
gined had come to tease and insult him, ” I would,” 
said he, “ sacrifice a cock to Tl^sculaphis, were I 
assured that any person had been taken uj) for ex¬ 
tirpating such a troublesome Goth as you are from 
the face of the earth. As for your “boasted (hoo- 
patru, which you say was drawn from your own 
wife, I believe the cojiy has as much of the to kalon 
as the original; but, were it mine, it should be hung 
up in the temple of Cloacina, as the ])ioture of that 
goddess; for any other apartment would be dis¬ 
graced by its appearance.” “ Hark ye, sir,” replied 
Pallet, enraged in his turn at the contemptuous 
mention of liis darling perfonnunce, “you may 
make as free with my wile as you think proper, 
but ’ware iny works ; those are the children of my 
fancy, conceived by the glowing imagination, and 
formed by the art of my own hands; and you your¬ 
self are a Goth, and a Turk, and a Tartar, and an 
impudent pretending jackanapes, to treat with such 
disrespect a production which, in the opinion of all 
the connoisseurs of the age, will, when finished, be 
a masterpiece in its kind, and do honour to human 
genius aud skill. 8o I say again and again, and I 
care not though your friend Playtor heard me, that 
you have no more taste than a drayman’s horse, and 
that those foolish notions of the ancients ought to 
be drubbed out of you with a good cudgel, that you 
might learn to treat men of parts with more vene¬ 
ration, Perhaps you may not always be in the 
company of one who will halloo for assistance 


when you are on the brink of being chastised for 
your insolence, as I did, when you brought upon 
yourself the resentment of that Scot, who, by the 
Lard 1 would have paid you both scot and lot, as 
Ealstaff says, if the JFrench officer had not put him 
in arrest.” 

ITie physician, to this declamation which was 
conveyed through the keyhole, answered, that he 
(the painter) was a fellow so infinitely below his 
consideration, that his conscience upbraided him 
with no action of his life, except that of choosing 
such awretchforhis companion and fellow-traveller. 
That he had viewed his character through the 
medium of good-nature and compassion, which 
had prompted him to give Pallet an opportunity of 
acquiring some new ideas under his immediate 
instruction; but he had abused his goodness and 
condescension in such a flagrant manner, that he 
was now determined to discard him entirely from 
his acquaintance; and desired him, for the present, 
to take himself away, on pain of being kicked for 
his presumption. 

Pallet was too much incensed to be intimidated 
by this threat, which he retorted with great viru¬ 
lence, defying him to come forth, that it might 
appear which of them was best skilled in that 
l)edestrian exercise, which he immediately began 
to practise against the door with such thundering 
application, as reached the ears of Pickle and his 
governor, who coining out into the passage, and 
seeing him thus employed, asked if he had forgot 
the chamber-pots of Alost, that he ventured to 
bchav(i in such a manner as entitled him to a second 
prescription of the same uaturc ? 

I'he doctor, understanding that there was com'- 
pany at hand, opened the door in a twinkling; and, 
springing upon his antagonist like a tiger, a fierce 
contention would have ensued, to the infinite satis¬ 
faction of our hero, hod not Joltcr, to the manifest 
peril of his own person, interposed, and, partly by 
force, and partly by exhortations, put a stop to the 
engagement Ix'fore it was fairly begun. After 
having demonstrated the indecency of such a vulgar 
rencontre, betwixt two fellow-citizens in a foreign 
land, he begged to know the cause of their dissension, 
and offered his good offices towards an accoin 
modation. Peregrine also, seeing the fray was 
finished, expressed himself to the same purpose; 
and the painter, for obvious reasons, declining an 
explanation, his antagonist told the youth what a 
mortifying interruption he had suffered by the 
impertinent intrusion of Pallet, and gave him a 
detail of the particulars of his vision, as above 
recited. The arbiter owned the provocation was 
not to be endured; and decreed that the offender 
should make some atonement for his transgression. 
Upon which the painter observed, that, however he 
might have be^n disposed to make acknowledg¬ 
ments, if the physician had signified his displeasure 
like a gentleman, the complainant had now forfeited 
all claim to any such concessions, the vulgar 
manner in which he had reviled him and his 
productions; observing, that, if he (the painter) 
had been inclined to retort his slanderous in- 
sinuatious, the republican's own works would have 
afforded amjile subject for his ridicule and censure. 

After divers disputes and representations, peace 
was at length concluded, on condition, that, for the 
future, the doctor should never mention (Cleopatra, 
unless he could sap something in her praise; and 
that Pallet, in consideration of his having been the 
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first aggressor, should make a sketch of the 
physician’s vision, to be engraved and prefixed to 
the next edition of his odes. 

CHArXER LXII. 

The Travellers depart for Antwerp, at which place the Painter 
gives a loose to his Enthueiasm. 

Our adventurer, baffled in all his efforts to retrieve 
his lost Amanda, yielded at length to the remon¬ 
strances of his governor and fellow-travellers, who 
out of pure complaisance to him, had exceeded 
their intended stay by six days at least; and a 
couple of post chaises, with three riding horses, 
being hire^ they departed from Brussels in the 
morning, dined at Mechlin, and arrived about eight 
in the evening at the venerable city of Antwerp. 
Daring this day’s journey. Pallet was elevated to 
an uncommon now of spirits, with the prospect of 
seeing the birthplace of Rubens, for whom he 
professed an enthusiastic admiration. He swore, 
that the pleasure he felt was equal to that of a 
Mussulman, on the last day of his pilgrimage to 
Mecca; and that he already considered himself a 
native of Antwerp, being so intimately acquainted 
with their so justly boasted citizen, from whom, at 
certain junctures, he could not help believing 
himself derived, because his own pencil adopted 
the manner of that great man with surprising 
facility, and his face wanted nothing but a pair of 
whiskers and a beard to exhibit the express image 
of the Fleming’s countenance. He told them he 
was so proud of this resemblance, that, in order to 
render it more striking, he had, at one time of his 
Itfc, resolved to keep his face sacred from the 
razor? and in that purpose had persevered, not¬ 
withstanding the continual reprehensions of Mrs. 
Pallet, who, being then with child, said, his aspect 
was so hideous, that slie dreaded a miscarriage 
every hour, until she threatened, in plain terms, to 
dispute the sanity of his intellects, and apply to 
the chancellor for a committee. 

The doctor, on this occasion, observed, that a 
man who is not proof against the solicitations of a 
woman, can never expi'ct to make a great figure in 
life ; that painters and poets ought to cultivate no 
wives but the muses; or, if they are by the accidents 
of fortune encumbered with families, they should 
carefully guard against that iwmicious weakness, 
falsely honoured with the appellation of natural 
affection, and pay no manner of regard to the 
iinperlincut customs of the world. Granting that 
you had been for a short time deemed a lunatic,” 
said he, “ you might have acquitted yourself ho¬ 
nourably of that imputation, by some performance 
that would have raised your character above all 
censure. Sophocles himself, that celebrated tragic 
poet, who, for the sweetness of His versification, 
was styled melitla, or the bee, in his old age suffered 
the same accusation from his own children, who, 
seeing him neglect his family affairs, and devote 
himself entirely to poetry, carried him before the 
magistrate, as a man whose intellects were so much 
impaired by the infirmities of age, that he was no 
longer fit to manage his domestic concerns; upon 
which the reverend bard produced his tragedy of 
(Edipua epi kolono, as a work he had just finislied; 
which being perused, instead of being declared 
unsound of understanding, he was dismissed with 
admiration and applause. I wish your beard and 
whiskere had been sanctioned by the like authority ; 


though 1 am afraid you would have been in the 
predicament of those disciples of a certain philo¬ 
sopher, who drank decoctions of cummin seeds, 
that their faces might adopt the paleness of their 
master’s complexion, hoping, that, in being as wan, 
they would be as learned as their teacher,” The 
painter, stung by this sarcasm, replied, “ or like 
those virtuosi, who, by repeating Greek, eating 
sillikickab}^ and pretending to see visions, think 
they equal the ancients in taste and genius ” 
The physician retorted, Ballet rejoined, and the 
altercation continued until they entered the gates 
of Antwerj), when the admirer of Rubens broke 
forth into a rapturous exclamation, which put an 
end to the dispute and attracted the notice of the 
inhabitants, many of whom by shrugging up their 
shoulders and pointing to their foreheads, gave 
shrewd indications that they believed him a po.>r 
gentleman disordered in his brain. 

They had no sooner alighted at the inn, than this 
pseudo-enthusiast proposed to visit the great church, 
in which he had been informed some of his master’s 
pieces were to be seen; and was remarkably 
chagrined, when he understood that he could not he 
admitted till next day. He rose next morning by 
day-break, and disturbed-his fellow-travellers in 
such a noisy and clamorous manner, that Peregrine 
determined to punish him with some new infliction ; 
and, while he put on his clothes, actually formed 
the plan of promoting a duel between him and the 
doctor; in the management of which he promised 
himself store of entertainment, from the behaviour 
of both. 

Being provided with one of those domestics who 
are always in waiting to offer their services to 
strangers on their first arrival, they were conducted 
to the house of a gentleman who had an excellent 
collection of pictures; and though the greatest 
part of them were painted by his favourite artist, 
Pallet condemned them all by the lump, because 
Pickle had told him beforehand, that there was not 
one performance of Rubens among the number. 

The next place they vihited was what is called 
the Academy of I’ainting, furnished with a number 
of paltry pieces, in which our painter recognised 
the slylo of Peter. Paul, with manj^ expressions of 
admiration, oil the same sort of previous intelligence. 

From this repository, they went to the great 
church; and being led to the tomb of Rubens, the 
•whimsical painter fell upon his knees, and wor¬ 
shipped with such appearance of devotion, that the 
attendant, scandalized at his superstition, pufled 
him up, observing, with great warmth, that the 
person buried in that place was no saint, but as 
great a sinner as nimself; and that, if he was 
spiritually disposed, there was a chapel of the 
lilessed Virgin, at the distance of three yards on 
the right hand, to which he might retire. He 
thought it was incumbent upon him to manifest 
some extraordinary inspiration, while he resided 
on the spot where Rubens was bom; and there¬ 
fore, his whole behaviour was an affectation of 
rapture, expressed in distracted exclamations, con¬ 
vulsive starts, and uncouth gesticulations. In the 
midst of his frantic behaviour, he saw an old 
C^apuchin, with a white board, mount the pulpit, 
and hold forth to the congregation with such vio¬ 
lence of emphasis and gesture, as captivated his 
fancy; and, bawling aloud, “ZoundsI what an 
excellent Paul preaching at Athens 1” he pulled a 
pencil and a small memorandum book irom his 
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pocket, and began to take a sketch of the orator, 
with great eagerness and agitation, saying, “ Egad! 
friend Raphael, we shall see -whether yon or I have 
got the best knack at trumping up an apostle.” 
'rhis appearance of disrespect gave offence to the 
audience, who began to murmur apinst this he¬ 
retic libertine; -when one of the i>nest8 belonging 
to the choir, in order to prevent any ill consequence 
from their displeasure, came and told him in the 
Kreneh lungjuigc, that such liberties were not per¬ 
mitted in their religion, and advised him to lay 
aside his implements, lest the j)eople should take 
umbrage at his design, and be provoked to punish 
liirii as a profane scoffer at their worship. 

The painter, seeing himself addressed by a friar, 
who, while he spoke, bowed -with great eoni- 
plaisanei', imagined that lie was a begging broiher 
<‘onie to supplicate his charity; and his attention 
being quite engrossed by the design he was 
making, he ]Kitted the priest’s shaven crown -noth 
his haml, saying, Oivr ictas, ofer /cm, and then 
resumed his pencil with great (»arhestri(‘ss. TIic 
ecclesiastic, perceiving that the stranger did not 
comprehend his meaning, pulled him by the sleeve, 
and explained himself in the I^atin tongue; upon 
which I'allet, provoked at his intrusion, cur.sed him 
aloud for an impudent beggarly son of a whore, 
and, taking out a shilling, flung it uiioii the pave¬ 
ment, with manifest signs of indignation. 

Some of the eommon people, enraged to s(*<‘ their 
religion contemned, and their priests insulted at 
the very altar, rose from tlicir seats, and surround¬ 
ing the astonished painter, one of the number 
snatched Ids book from his hand, and tore it into a 
thousand pieces. Erighteiied as he was, he could 
not help crying, “Eire and fagots! all my 
favourite ideas are gone to wreck 1” and was in 
danger of being very roughly haudied by the 
enmd, had not J Vregrine stepped in, and assured 
th(‘m, that he was a poor unhappy gentleman, who 
laboured under a transport of the brain. "J'hose who 
understood the Erench language communicated this 
information to the rest, so that he escaped without 
any other chastisement than being obliged to retire. 
And as they could not see the famous I)e.scent from 
the Cross till after the service was finished, they 
were conducted by their domestic to the house of a 
paint<‘r, when* they found a beggar standing for his 
picture, and the artist actually employed in rejire- 
.senting a huge louse that crawled upon his 
shouhlcr. leaflet was wonderfully pleased with this 
oireumstanee, which he said was altogether a new*| 
thought, and an excellent hint, of which he would 
make his advantage; and, in the course of his sur¬ 
vey of this Fleming’s performances, iwrceiving a 
piece in which two flics were engaged upon the 
carcase of a dog half devoured, he ran to his 
brother brush, and swore he was worthy of being a 
fellow-citizen of the immortal Rubens. lie then 
lamented, wdth many expressions of grief and re- 
.sentment, that he had lost hi.s common-place book, 
in which he had preserved a thousand conceptions 
of the same sort, formed by the accidental objects 
of his senses and imagination; and took an oppor¬ 
tunity of telling his fellow-travellers, that in exe¬ 
cution he had equalled, if not excelled, the two 
ancient painters wlio vied -w'ith each other in the 
representation of a curtain and a bunch of grapes; 
for he had exhibited the image of a certain object 
so like lo nature, tlmt the bare sight of it set a 
whole hogstye in an uproar. 


When he had examined and npplauded all the 
productions of tliis minute artist, they returned to 
the great church, and were entertained with the 
view of that c(*lebrated masterpiece of Rubens, in 
which he has introduced the portraits of himself 
and his whole family. The doors that conceal this 
capital performance were no sooner unfolded, than 
our enthusiast, debarred the use of speech, by a 
previous covenant with his friend l*ickle, lifted up 
ills hands and eyes, and putting himself in the 
attitude of Hamlet, when his father’s ghost 'ippears, 
adored in silent ecstasy and awe. He even made u 
merit of necessity ; and, when they had withdrawn 
from the place, protested that his whole faculties 
were swallowed up in love and admiration. He 
now jirofessed himself more than ever enamoured 
of tlie Elemish school, raved in extravagant enco- 
miiiTiis, and proposed that the whole company 
sliould pay homage to the memory of the divine 
Rubens, by repairing forthwith to the house in 
which he lived, and prostrating themselves on the 
floor of his painting-room. 

As there was nothing remarkable in the tene¬ 
ment, which had been rebuilt more than once since 
the death of that great man, reregriiie excused 
Iiiinself from complying with the proposal, on i)re- 
tence of being fatigued with the circuit they had 
already jierformed. Jolter declined it for the same 
reason; and the question being put to the doctor, 
he refus(‘d his company with an air of disdain. 
Eallet, piqued at his contemptuous manner, asked, 
if he would not go and see the habitation of I*in- 
door, provided be was in tin* city wlierc that poet 
lived ? and when the physician observed, that there 
was an infinite difference between the men— 
“That I’ll allow,” replied the painter, “for the 
devil a poet ever lived in Greece or 'I'roy, that -was 
worthy to clean the pencils of our beloved Rubens.” 
'I'he physician could not, with any degree of tem¬ 
per and forhearaijce, hear this outrageous hlas- 
l»hemy, for wliieh, he said, Eallct’s eyes ought to he 
picked out by owls; and the dispute arose, as 
usual, to such 8CurriUtic.s of language, and indecency 
of behaviour, that iiassengers began to take notice 
of their animosity, and Peregrine was obliged to 
inteqioso for his own credit. 

CHAPTER LXIII. 

rorcgfiiiie .'irtfiilly foments a Quarrel between Pallet and the 
Physician, who light a Duel on the Uanipartb 

Tite painter betook himself to the house of the 
Flemish Raphael, and the rest of the coinpimy 
went back to their lodgings; where the young 
gentleman, taking the advantage of being alone 
with the physician, recapitulated all the affronts he 
had sustained from the painter’s jietulanee, aggra¬ 
vating every circumstance of the disgrace, and ad¬ 
vising him, in the capacity of a friend, to take care 
of his honour, which could not fail to suffer in the 
opinion of the world, if he allowed himself to be 
insulted with impunity, by one so much his inferior 
ill every degree of consideration. 

The physician assured him, that Pallet had 
hitherto.escaped chastisement, by being deemed an 
object unworthy his resentment, and in considera¬ 
tion of the wretch’s family, for which his compas¬ 
sion ‘ was interested; but that repeated injuries 
would inflame the most benevolent disposition. 
And, although he could find no precedent of duel¬ 
ling among the Greeks and Homans, whom he 
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considered as the patterns of demeanour, Fiilici 
should no longer avail himself of his veneration for 
the ancients but be punished for the very next 
offence he should commit. 

Having thus spirited up the doctor to a resolu¬ 
tion from which he could not decently swerve, our 
adventurer acted the incendiary with the other 
party also; giving him to understand, that the 
physician treated his character with such contempt, 
and behaved to him with such insolence, as no 
gentleman ought to hear. 'J'hat, for his own [)ait, 
he was cv«Ty day put out of countenance by their 
mutual animosity, which appeared in nothing but 
vulgar expressions, more becoming shoe* boys and 
oyster women than men of honour and education; 
and therefore lie should be obliged, contrary to his 
ineliiiation, to break off all correspondence with 
them both, if they would not fall ujion some method 
to retrievi; the dignity of their characters. 

These representations would have had little effect 
upon the timidity of tlie painter, who was likewise 
too much of u (Grecian to approve of single com¬ 
bat, in any other way than that of boxing, an 
exercise in which he was well skilled, had they not 
been accompanied wdth an insinuation, that his 
antagonist was no Hector, and that he might luim- 
ble him into any concession, without running the 
least personal risk. Animated by this assurance, 
our second licubens set the trumpet of defiance to 
his mouth, swore he valued not his life a rush, 
when his honour was concerned, and entreated 
Mr. Jlcklc to be the bearer of a challenge, which 
he w’ould instantly couiniit to writing. 

The mischievous fomenter highly applauded this 
manifestation of courage, by whicli he was at liberty 
to cultivate his friendship and society, but d(‘clined 
the office of carrying the billet, that his tenderness 
of HalleFs reputation might not be misinterpreted 
into an officious desire of promoting quarrels. At 
the same time, he recommended Tom l*ipi‘S, not 
only as a very proper inessonger on this oecasiou, 
but also as a trusty second in the field. The mag¬ 
nanimous painter took his advice, and, retiring to 
his chamber, penned a challenge in those terms:— 

“.Sin,—Wicn 1 ftin hrartilyprovokod,! fear not tlie deni 

hhnsclfj much less-1 will not call you a pethintio oox- 

coinb, nor uu unmaiiTiL’rly tVllow. beciUiie tlu-&e arc the 
hippythotb of the wuk'ur Jhit, reiiKunber, suf h as you are, 
I nvtlicr love you nor fenr you . hut, on the contrary, (‘.\pccl 
satihfartion fur your audacKins hehaviour to me oii divers 
occasions ; and will, this evemnp, m the twiliplit, meet you 
on the ramparts with sword unit pistol, whcie the Lord have 
mercy on the wml of one of us, toi your hiKly shall hnd no 
favour with your incciiied dcficr, tdl death. 

“Laiman I’ai.let.” 

This resolute defiance, after having been sub¬ 
mitted to the perusal, and honoured with the ap¬ 
probation of our youth, was committed lo tlu* charge 
of Vipcs, who, according to his orders, delivered it 
in the afternoon; and brought for uilswut, that the 
physician would attend him at the appointed time 
and place. Tlie challenger was evidently discom¬ 
posed at the unexpected news of this acceptance, 
and ran about the house in great disorder, in (juest 
of I’eregrine, to bog his further advice and assist¬ 
ance ; but understanding that the youth was engaged 
in private with his adversary, he began to susiieet 
some collusion, and cursed himself for his folly and 
prccipifution. He even entertained some thonglit.s 
of retracting his invitation, and submitting to the 
triumph of his antagonist. Hut before he w ould 
stoop to this opprobrious condescension, he resolved 


to try another expedient, which might be the meani* 
of saving both his eluiracler and person. ]n this 
hope he visited Mr. .loiter, and very gravely desired 
he would be so good as to undcilake the office of 
his second in a duel which he was to fight that 
evening with the ph^sieiau. 

The governor, instead of answering his expecta¬ 
tion, in expressing fear and concern, and breaking 
forth into exclamations of “ Good G(k 1 I gentlemen, 
wliat d’yt' mean ? Yon sbail not murder one anotlii'i* 
while it is in my power to prevent your jmrjiose. 
J will go directly to the governor of the place, who 
shall int(T[)ose his authority.” 1 say, instead of 
these and oIIkt friendly menaces of prevention, 
Jolter heard the proposal with the most phlegmatic 
tranquillity, and excused himself from aceejiting 
the honour he iritend<‘d for him, on account of his 
character and situation, which would not pennit 
luTu to be eoncertied in any such reneounters. In¬ 
deed this mortifying reception was owing to a 
previous hint from JVregriue, who, dn'uding some 
sort of interruption from his governor, had made 
him acquainted with his design, and assured him, 
that the affair should not be brought to any dan- 
gerons issue. 

Thus disappointed, the deieeted challenger was 
overwhelmed with perplexifj^ and dismay; and, in 
the terror's of death or mutilation, resolved to de¬ 
precate the wratli of his etieiny, and conform to 
any submi.ssion be should propose, when he was 
accidentally encount(‘red by our adventurer, who, 
with demonstrations of infinite satisfaction, told 
him in eonfideuc.e, that Ins billot had thrown the 
doctor into an agony of conslorcation; that his 
aeeeptanc<> of his challenge was a mere ettbrt of 
despair, calculated to confound the ferocity of the 
stmder, and dispose him to listen to terms of accom- 
modatiou ; that he had imparted tire letter to him 
with fear and trembling, on pretence of engaging 
him as a second, but, in reality, with a view of 
obtaining his good offices in promoting a recon¬ 
ciliation; ‘*but, perceiving the sHuation of Iris 
mind,” added our hero, “1 thought it would be 
more for your honour to bailie his I'xpectation, iind 
therefore J readily undertook the task of attending 
him to tlie field, in full assurance that he will then* 
humble himself before }ou, even to prostration. 
In this security, jou may go and prejiaiv }our 
arms, and bespeak tlie assistance of I’ijies, who wil. 
squire you in the field, while 1 keep myself u]i, 
that our eorrespondeiico may not be snspecU'd by 
tlie ])h3siciau.” Hallet’s sjnrits, that were sunk to 
dejection, rose at this encouragement to all the 
insolence of triurnpli; he again declared his eon 
tempt of danger, and his pistols being loaded anti 
accommodated with new Hints, by his trusty ar¬ 
mour-bearer, he waited, without flinching, for the 
hour of battle. 

On the first approach of twilight, somebody 
knocked at his door, and ]1]»cs having opened it 
at his desire, he heard the voice of his antagouist 
]>ronounee, “Tell Mr. Vallct that I am going to 
the jilace of appointment.” 'I'he [lainter was not a 
little surjirised at this anticipation, which so ill 
agreed w ith the information he had received from 
Piekle; and liis concern beginning to recur, he 
fortified liims(*lf with a large bumper of brandy, 
which, however, did not overcome the anxiety of 
his thoughts. Nevertheless, he set out on the ex¬ 
pedition with his second, betwixt whom and himself 
the following dialogue passed, in their way to the 
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ramparts. “ Mr. Pipes,” said the ]minler, witli dis- 
:)rdcivd noeenl, “inethiriks llie doctor was in a 
pestilent hurry with that message of his.” “Ey, 
iy,” answered “ T do suppose lie longs to he 
foul of you.” “ What,” replied the other, “d’ye 
diink he thirsts after my blood ?” “ To he sure a 
loeb,” said Pipes, thrusting a large quid of tobacco 
ill his cheek with great deliberation. “If tliat be 
the ease,” cried I’allet, beginning to shake, “ he is 
no better than a cannibal, and no Christian ouglit 
to fight him on equal footing.” Tom observing his 
emotion, eyed him with a frown of iiHlignation, 
raying, “You an't afraid, are you?” “God for- 
)i<i I” replied the challenger, stammering M’ith fear, 

‘ What .should J be afraid of? The worst lie can 
lo is to take my life, and then he'll be answerable 
)oth to God and man for the murder. Don't you 
.hink h<* will?” “I think no such matter,” answered 
lie second; “ if so he as how he puts a brace of 
mllets through your bows, and kills you tairly, if 
.s no more murder than if 1 was to bring down a 
loddy from the main top-sail-yard.” By this time 
i’allet's teeth chattered with such violence, that he 
?ould scarce pronounce this reply. “ Mr. Thomas, 
^ou seem to make very light of a man’s life; but 1 
rust in the Almighty, 1 shall not be so easily brought 
town. Sure many a man ha.s fought a duel without 
using his life. Do you imagine that I run such a 
lazard of falling by the hand of my adversary ?” 
‘You may or you may not,” said the unconcerned 
l?ipes, “Just as it happens. What then ! Death is 
i debt that every man owes, according to the song; 
ind if you set foot to foot, I think ouc of you must 
JO to pot.” “ Foot to foot!” exclaimed the terrified 
laiiJter, “that’s downright butchery; and I’ll he 
1—('d before I fight any man on earth in such a 
larharous wa>. Whatl d'ye take me to he a savage 
>east?” 'riiis declaration he made while they 
tseended the ramparts. lUs attendant perceiving 
he physician and his second at the distance of an 
luiidred paces before them, gave him notice of 
heir ap[»eiirane(*, and advised iiiin lo make ready, 
ind behave like a man. Pallet in vain endeavoured 
0 conceal his jianie, which discovered itst^lf in an 
miversal trepidation of body, and the lamentable 
one in which he answered this exhortation of 
hpes, saying, “ I do behave like a man; hut you 
would have me act the part of u brute. Are they 
coming this way ?” When 'Pom told him tliat they 
had faced about, and udnionislied him to advance, 
ihe nerves of his arm refused their office, he could 
rot hold out his pistol, and instead of going forward, 
'etreated witli an insensibility of motion; tillPi|)e.s, 
daeing himself in the rear, set his own hack to that 
if his priuci])al, and swore he should not budge an 
meh farther in that direction. 

While the valet thus tutored the painter, his 
master enjoyed the terrors of the }>hysician, which 
were more ridiculous than tliose of Pallet, because 
lie w'as more intent upon disguising them, llis 
ieelaration to Pickle in the iiiorning would not 
'Uffer liim to start any objections wheu he received 
ffie challenge; ami finding that the young gentle- 
inan made no ofter of mediating the affair, hut 
ratluT cmigratulated him on tiie occasion, when he 
-oimnunieated the painter’s billet, all his efforts 
3on.sisted in oblique hints, ami general reflections 
apoii the absurdity (»f duelling, wliieh was first 
introduced among civilized nations by the barbar- 
■)us Uuns and Longobards. Hi* likewise pretended 
lo ridicule the use of fire-arms, wliieh confounded 


all the dLstinctions of skill and addi'oss, and de¬ 
prived a combatant of the opportunity of signalising 
his personal prowess. 

Pickle assented to the justness of his observa¬ 
tions ; but, at the same time, represented the neces¬ 
sity of complying with the customs of this world, 
ridiculous ils they were, ou which a man’s honour 
and reputation depend. So that, seeing no hopes 
of profiting by that artifice, the republican’s agita¬ 
tion became more and more remarkable; and he 
proposed, in ])Uiin terms, that they should contend 
in armour, like the comhutants of ancient days; for 
it was hilt reasonable that they should jiraetiee the 
manner of fighting, since they adopted the disposi¬ 
tion of those iron times. 

Nothing could liave afforded more diversion to 
our hero than the sight of two such duellists eased 
in iron ; and he wished that he had promoted the 
quanvl in Brussels, where he could have hired the 
armour of Cliarle.s the Fifth, and the valiant J)uk« 
of Parma, for their accommodation; hut as there 
was no po.ssibility of liirnishiiig tlicin cap-a-pee at 
Antwerp, he persuaded him to conform to the mo¬ 
dern use of the sword, and meet the painter on his 
own terms; and suspecting that his fear would 
supply him with other excuses for declining the. 
combat, he comforted him with some distant insi¬ 
nuations, to the prejudice of his adversary’s courage, 
which would, in all probability, cvaiwate before 
any mischief could hapiien. 

Notwithstanding this encouragement, he eonld 
not suppreK.s the reluctance with which he went to 
the field, and cast many a wishful look over his left 
shoulder, to see whether or not his adversary was at 
his heels. "When, by the advice of his second, lu* 
took jiosscssion of the ground, and turned about 
with his face lo the enemy, it was not so dark, but 
that Peregrine could perceive the unusual paleness 
of his eounteuance, and the sweat standing in kirge 
drops upon ins forehead; nay, there was a manifest 
disorder in his sjieeeh, when lu' regretted his want 
of the pda and puma, with which he would have 
made a rattling noise, to astonifih his foe, in spring¬ 
ing forw'ard, and singing the hymn to battle, in tlie 
manner of the ancieuts. 

In the mean time, obsorvdng the hesitation of 
his antagonist, who, far from advancing, seemed to 
recoil, and even struggle with his second, he guessed 
the situation of tlie painter’s thoughts; and, collect¬ 
ing all the manhood that he possessed, seized the 
op})Ortui)ity of profiting by his enemy’s coii.stema- 
tion. Striking his sword and pistol together, he 
advanced in a sort of trot, raising a loud howl, in 
which he repeated, in lieu of the ISpartaii song, 
])art of the strophe from one of Pindar’s Pythia, 
beginning with vk tlicon garmakavoi pami JJrutcaifs 
arcfai.% ^c. This imitation of the Greeks had all 
the desired effect upon the iminter, who seeing the 
physician running towards him like a fury, with 
a pistol in his right hand, which was extended, and 
hearing the dreadful yell he uttered, and the out¬ 
landish words he pronounced, was seized with an 
universal palsy of Ins limbs. lie would have drop¬ 
ped down ujion the ground, had not Pipes sup¬ 
ported and encouraged him to stand upon his 
defence. The doctor, contrary to his expectation, 
finding that he had not flinched from the spot, 
though he had now performed one half of his career, 
put in practice his last effort, by firing his pistol, 
the noise of which no sooner reached the ears of the 
affrighted painter, than he recommended his soul 
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to God, and roared for mercy with great voci¬ 
feration. 

The republican, overjoyed at this exclamation, 
commanded him to yield, and surrender liis arms, 
on pain of immediate death; upon wliieh he threw 
away his pistols and swoni, in spite of ail the ad¬ 
monitions and even threats of his second, who left 
him to his fate, and went up to his master, stopping 
lus nose with signs of loathing and abhorrence. 

The victor, having won the spolia opima, granted 
him his life, on condition that he would on his 
knees supplicate his pardon, acknowledge himself 
inferior to his conqueror in every virtue and quali¬ 
fication, and promise for the future to merit his 
favour by submission and respect. These insolent 
terms were readily etribraced by the unfortunate 
challenger, who fairly owned, that he was not at all 
calculated for the purposes of war, and that hence¬ 
forth he wouUl contend with no weapon but his 
pencil. lie begged with great humility, that Mr. 
Pickle would not think the worse of his morals for 
this defect of courage, which was a natural infirmity 
inherited from his father, and suspend his opinion 
of his talents, until ho should have an opportunity 
of contemplating the charms of his Clco}»atra, which 
would iMi finished in less than three months. 

Our hero observed, with an aftected air of dis¬ 
pleasure, that no man could be justly condemned 
for being subject to the impressions of fear; and 
therefore his eowardice might easily be forgiven; 
butthenj was something so presumptuous, dishonest, 
and disingenuous, in arrogating a quality to whlcli 
he knew he had not the smallest pretension, that 
he could not forget his misbehaviour all at onoo, 
though he would condescend to communicate with 
him as formerly, in liopes of seeing a reformation 
in his conduct. Pallet protested, that there was 
no dissimulation in the case; for he was ignorant 
of his own weakness, until his resolution was put 
to the trial, lie faithfully promised to demean 
himself, during the remaining part of the tour, 
with that conscious modesty and penitence whicli 
became a person in his condition; and, for the 
present, implored the assistance of ISlr. Pipes, in 
disembarrassing him from the disagreeable conse¬ 
quence of his fear. 

ClUPTEll LXTV. 

Tlio Doctor exulU in his Victory. 'J'hfy rcL ont for Rotter¬ 
dam, whore they an* entert/iiiied hy two Duteli (ieiitleineii 
ill a Yacht, which is overturned in tlu* Maese, to iJic ijia- 
nifefit hazftid of the I’amters Life —They spend the Even 
ing with tlieir Entertainers, and next day visit a CaJmiet 
of TurioMties, 

Tom was accordingly ordered to minister to his 
oeeasions ; and the coiiqiu'rtn’, eluted with Itis suc¬ 
cess, which he in a great measure attributed to his 
manner ofatttick, and the hymn wliich lie howled, 
told Peregrine, that he was now convinced of the 
truth of what Pindar sung in these -words, ossa de 
me pephilche Zeus atuzontai lioan Pteraion anmla ; 
for he had no sooner began to repeat the luellillueut 
strains of that divine poet, than the wretch his an¬ 
tagonist was confounded, and his nerves unstrung. 

On their return to the inn, he expatiated on tlie 
prudence and tranquillity of his own behaviour, and 
ascribed the consternation of i*allet to the remem¬ 
brance of some crime that lay heavy upon his con¬ 
science ; for, in his opinion, a man of virtue and 
common sense could not possibly be afraid of death, 


whicb is not cmly the peaceful harbour that receivef 
him shattered on the teiniiestuous sea of life, bu 
also the eternal seal of his fame and glory, which i 
is no longer in his power to forfeit and forego 
JIc lamented his fate, in being doomed to live it 
such degenerate days, when war is become a mer¬ 
cenary trade; and ardently wished, that the daj 
would come, when he should have such an oppor¬ 
tunity of signalizing his courage in the cause o 
liberty, as that of Marathon, wherc an handful o 
Athenians, fighting for their freedom, defeated tin 
whole strength of the Persian empire. “VVouk 
to heaven I” said he, “my muse were blessed will 
an occasion to emulate that glorious testimoiiy oi 
the trophy in (^yjirus, erected by Cimon, for twe 
great victories gaim*d on the same day over tin 
Persians hy sea and land; in which it is very re¬ 
markable, tluit the greatness of the occasion has 
raised the manner of expression above the usual 
simplicity and modesty of all oilier ancient inscrij)- 
tlons.” ife then rejieated it w'ith all the pomp o1 
declamation, and signified his hope, that the French 
would one day invade us with such .in army as 
that which Xerxes led into Greece, that it might 
be in his power to devote himself, like Leonidas, tc 
the freedom of his country. 

This memorable combat being thus determined, 
and everything that was remarkable in Antwerp 
surveyed, they sent their baggage down the Scheldt 
to llolterdam, and set out for the same place in a 
poNt-wagpon, w'hicli that same evening brought 
them in safety to the banks of the Maese. nif*y 
put up at an Fnglish house of enteilninmont, re¬ 
markable for th(‘ modesty and moderation of the 
landlord; and next morning the doctor went in 
person to deliver letters of recommendation to two 
Dutch gentlemen from one of his acquaintaiu'e at 
Paris. Neither of them happened to be at home 
when he culled; so that he left a message at their 
lodgings, w'ith his address; and in the afternoon 
they waited upon the company, and, after niany 
hospitable professions, one of the two invited them 
to siiend the evening at his house. 

Meanwhile they had provided a pleasure* yacht, 
in which they proposed to treat tliem with an ex¬ 
cursion upon the klaese. This being almost the 
only diversion that place affords, our young genth*- 
man relished the propos;il; and, notw'ithstandiug 
the remonstrances of Mr. Jolter, who declined the 
voyage on account of the rou”hm*ss of the weather, 
they w'ent on hoard without heMtation, and found a 
collation prepared in the cabin. Vlliile they tacked 
to and fro in the river, under the impulse of a 
mackarel breeze, the physician exjn'essed his satis¬ 
faction, and Pallet was ravished with the entertaiu- 
Tuent. Put the wind increasing, to the unspeakable 
jo)- of the Dutchmen, who hud now an opportunity 
of showing their dexterity in tlie mauageraent of 
the vessel, the gu<*sts found it inconvenient to stand 
upon deck, and impossible to sit below, on account 
of the clouds of tobacco smoke wbich rolled from 
the pipes of tlnur entertainers, in such volumes as 
annoyed them even to the hazard of suffocation. 
Thi.s fumigation, together wdth the extraordinary 
motion of the# ship, began to afTeet the head and 
stomach of the painter, who begged earnestly to be 
set on shore. But the Dutch gentlemen, who had 
no idea of his sutteriugs, insisted, with surprising 
obstinacy of regard, upon his staying until he 
should see an instance of the skill of their mariners; 
and, bringiug him on deck, commanded the men to 
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:arrj the vessel’s lee gnu-wale under water. This 
liccty of navigation they instantly performed, to 
Jie admiration of IMckle, the discomposure of the 
loetor, and terror of Pallet, who blessed himself 
Vom the courtesy of a IJutehman, and prayed to 
h<*aven for his deliverance. 

While the Hollanders enjoyed the reputation of 
this feat, and the distress of the painter at the same 
itime, the yacht was overtaken by a sudden squall, 
ftat overset her in a moment, and flung every man 
overboard into the Maese, before they could have 
the least warning of their fate, much less time to 
pn)vide against the accident. JVregrine, who was 
an expert swimmer, reached the shore in safety; 
the physician, in the agonies of despair, laid fast 
hold on the tnink-hreeches of one of the men, who 
dragged him to the other side; the entertainers 
landed at the honih-keys, smoking their ]>ipes all 
the way wdth great deliberation ; and the j)(M)r 
])ainter nmsl have gone to the bottom, had not he 
i)een encountered the cable of a ship that lay at 
anchor near the scene of their disaster. Tliough 
}jis senses had forsaken him, Ins hands fastened by 
instinct on this ]>rovidentiaI occurrence, which he 
hehl with such a convulsive grasp, that, when a 
lioat was sent out to bring him on shore, it was with 
the utmost difliculty that his fingers were disen¬ 
gaged. lie was carried into a house, deprived of 
I he use rf speech, and bereft of all sensation ; an<l, 
being suspended by the heels, a Vast (pmntity of 
water ran out of ins mouth. 'I'his evacuation being 
made, he began to utter dreadful groans, which 
gradually increased to a continued roar ; and, after 
Ik* had regained the use of his senses, he under¬ 
went a deliriuin that lasted sev(»ral hours. As for 
the treaters, they never dreamed of oxpn’ssing the 
least concern to J’iekle or the physician for what 
had happened, because it was au accident so com¬ 
mon as to ])aKs without notice. 

Leaving the care of the vessel to the seamen, the 
company retired to their rcsiicctive lodgings, in 
order to shift their clothes; and in thecveuingour 
travellers were conducted to the house of their new 
Prieiid, who, with a view of making his invitation 
ihc more agre(‘able, had assembled to the number 

twenty or thirty Englishmen, of all ranks and 
iegrees, from the merchant to the periwig-maker’s 
[irentiee. 

In the midst of this congregation stood a chafing- 
lish with live coals, for the convenience of lighting 
their pipes, and every individual was accommodated 
i^ith a .s]utting-hox. There was not a mouth in 
•he ajiartment unfurnished with a tube, so that they 
'esembled a congregation of chimeras breathing 
11 '“ and smoke; and (uir gentlemen were fain to 
mitate their examjile in their own defence. It is 
lot to he suj)])osed that the conversation was either 
^'ery sjirightly or polite; the whole enteitainment 
•vas of the Dutch east, frowzy and idileginatie; 
uid our adventurer, as he returned to his lodging, 
ortured with the headach, and disgusted with 
JU’ry eireumstance of his treatment, cursed the 
lOur in which the doctor had saddled them with 
(uch troublesome companions. 

Next morning by eight o’clock, these polite Hol- 
anders rotuvned the visit, and, after breakfast, 
ittended their English fri«*nds to tlie house of a 
lerson that possessed a very curious cabinet of 
niriosities, to which they had secured our com- 
lany’s admission. The owner of this collection 
vasacheesemonger, who received them in a woollen 


nightcap, with straps buttoned under his chin. As 
he understood no language but his own, he told 
them, by the canal of one of their conductors, that 
he did not make a practice of showing his curiosi¬ 
ties ; but understanding that they were Englishmen, 
and recommended to his friends, he was content to 
subnjit them to their perusal. So saying, he led 
them up a dark stair, into a small room, decorated 
with a few paltry figures in jiloster of Paris, two or 
throe miserable landscapes, the skins of an otter, 
seal, and some fishes stuffed; and in one corner 
stood a glass case, furnished with newts, frogs, 
lizards, and serpents, preserved in spirits; a human 
firtus, a calf with two heads, and about two dozen 
of butterflies jiinned upon paper. 

The virtuoso having exhibited these particulars, 
eyed the strangers with a look solicitingadmiratiou 
and applause; and as he could not perceive any 
symptom of either in their gestures orcountenancos, 
withdrew ,11 curtain, and displayed a wainscot chest 
of drawers, in which, he gave them to understand, 
was something that would agreeably amuse the 
imagination. Our travellers, regaled with this 
notice, imagined that they would be entertained 
with the siglit of some curious medals, or other pro¬ 
ductions of antiquity; but how were they disap- 
jiointed, wlien they saw nothing but a variety of 
shells, disposed in whimsical figures, in each 
drawer! After h(‘ had detained them full two hours 
■w’ith a t(‘dious commentary upon the shape, size, 
and colour of each department, he, with a super- 
ciliou.s simper, desired that the English gentlemen 
would frankly and candidly declare, wliether his 
cabinet, or that of Mynheer Sloane, at London, was 
the most valuable. Vvhtm tins request was signified 
in English to the company, the ]>ainter instantly 
exclaimed, “lly the Lard I they are not to b«» 
named of a day. And as for that matter, I would 
not give one comer of Saltcro’s coffeehouse at 
(Ihelsea for all the trusb he hath shown.” I*ere- 
grlne, unwilling to jiiortify any person who had 
done his endeavour to please him, observed, that 
what he had seen was very curious and entertain¬ 
ing; but that no private collection in Europe was 
etjual to that of Sir Ilaus Sloane, which, exclusive 
of pi'esents, had cost an hundred thousand pounds. 
'J’he two conductors W'crc confounded at this asse¬ 
veration, which being communicated to the cheese- 
mong<-T, he shook his head with a significant gnn; 
and, though he did not choose to express his in¬ 
credulity in words, gave our hero to understand, 
that he did not much depend upon his veracity. 

Krom the house of this Dutch naturalist, they 
were dragged all round the city by the painful 
civility of their attendants, who did not (put them 
till the evening was well advanced, and then not 
till after they had promised to be with them before 
ten o'clock next day, in order to conduct them to a 
country house, situated in a j)leasant village on the 
:)ther side of the river. 

I’ickle wa.s already so much fatigued with their 
hospitality, that, for the first time of his life, he 
suffered a dejection of spirits; and resolved, at any 
rate, to avoid the threatened persecution of to 
moiTow. With this view, he ordered his servants 
to pack up some clothes and linen in a portman¬ 
teau; and in the morning embarked, with his 
governor, in the Trcckskuyt, for the Hague, whi¬ 
ther he pretended to he called by some urgent occa¬ 
sion, leaving his fellow-traveJlera to make his 
apology to their friends; and assuring them, that 
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he would not i)roceed for Amsterduni witliout their [-all others, had the strangest effect upon the organs 
society. }learrived at the Hague in the forenoon, of our hero; the dress of their chief personages 
and dined at an ordinary frecjuented hy officers and was so antic, their manner so awkwardly absurd, 
people of fashion; where being informed that tin* and their language so ridicuoiisly unfit for con- 
]>riiioess would see eonipuny in tlie evening, he voying the sentiments of love and honour, that 
dressed himself in a rich suit of the Parisian cut, IVregrine's nerves were diuretically affected with 


and went to court, without any introduction. A 
person of his appearance could not fail to atiract 
the notice of siu-h a small circle. 'J'hc prince Iiim- 
self, understanding he was an Knglishnian and a 
stranger, went uj) to him without ceremony, and, 
having welcomed him to the jdace, conver.sed with 
him for some minutc.s on the common tojacs of 
discourse. 

CHAPTER EXV. 

They proceed tn the Ihisue, from whence they depart for 
Amsterdam, whore llu-y see a Dutch Trapeily—Visit the 
Musir house, ill wliicli Peitgiino quarrels with the Capla.ii 
of a Man-ol-war-'I'lu V pa.ss Ihrouph llaerlem, m thon 
way to J/cyileit—llcturii to Kotterd.un, wliere the Coiiiji.tiiy 
loparatfM, and our Hero, witli liis Attemiants anive in 
safety at Harwich 

Lkinc joined by their fellow-travellers in the 
morning, they inatle a tour to all the remarkable 
places in this celebrated village; saw the Foimdcry, 
the Stadthousc, the Spinhuys, Vauxhall, and ('ount 
Rentineke's gardens, and in the evening went to 
the French comedy, which wjts directed l>y a noted 
llarlcquin, who hud found means to flatter the 
Dutch taste so efl'ectually, that lliey extolled him 
us the greatest actor tluit over apjieared in tin* pi'o- 
vince of Holland. 'Diis famous company did not 
represent regular theatrical pieces, but only a sort 
<)f impromptus, in which this noted ])la\t‘r alwajs 
peribnued tlie gn-alesl part <if the entertainment. 
Among other sallies of uit that escaped liini, flierc 
was one eireumst mee so remarkably adajited to the j 
disjiosition and g<‘niu.s of iiis audii'iiee, llial it were ' 
l»ity to jMiss it <iver in silence. A windwill being 
exhibited on the scene, Harleipiin, after having sur¬ 
veyed it ^^ilh enriosity and admiration, asks one 
of the millers the use of that machine ; and hidng 
told that it was a windmill, observes, with some 
concern, tliat as there was not the least breath of 
wind, he could not have tlu* jilcasure of setdiig it 
turn round. Urged by this consideration, he puts 
Tiimsdlf into the attitudeof ajierson wTapt in profound 
meditation; and having eonliiiued a few seconds in 
this posture, runs to the miller with great eagerness 
and joy, and telling him that lie had found an ex¬ 
pedient to make his mill w'oi k, very fairly unbut¬ 
tons his breeches. Then presenting his posteriors 
to the sails of the luaeliine, certain ex})loslons are 
Immediately heard, and the aniis of the mill begin 
to turn round, to the infinite satisfaction of the 
spectators, who approve tlie joke with loud peals 
of applause. 

Our tnnellers stajed a few days at the Hague, 
during which the young geiifieman waited on the 
Hrhish ambassador, to whom he was reeommcHded 
by his excellency at Paris, and lost about thirty 
guineas at billiards to a Eh’eneh adventurer, who 
decoyed him into ihe snan* by keeping up iiis game, 
'rhen they dojiarted in a post-waggon for Amster¬ 
dam, being provided with letters of iiitroduelion to 
an English merehant residing in that city, under 
whose auspices they visited everything worlli see¬ 
ing, and, among other excursions, went to see 
a Dutch tragedy acted ; an entertainment which, of 


the com])licated absurdity, and he was compelled to 
withdraw twenty times before the catastrophe of 
the piece. 

The subject of this performance was the famous 
story of Seipio’s continence and virtue, in restoring 
tiic fair captive to her lover. The young Roman 
hero was represented by a broad-faced Batavian, in 
a burgomaster's gown and a fur cap, sitting smoking 
Iiis j)ipe at a table furnished witli a can of beer, a 
drinking glass, and a plate of tobacco. The lady 
was such a person as Scipio might very well bo 
supposed to give away, without any great effort 
of generosity; and indeed the Celtiberian prince 
seemed to be of that oj>inion ; for, upon receiving 
her fi'om the liand of the victor, he discovered none 
of those transjiorts of gratitude and joy which 
J/ivy describes in recounting Ibis event. 'The Duleh 
IScijiio, liowever, was complaisant enough in his 
w'ay ; lor lie desired her to sit at his riglit hand, hy 
the aiipellation of Yu froa\ and with Ins own fingers 
tilling a clean pipe, iiresented it to ]\Iy’nlK*er Aliucio 
tlie lover. The rest ol‘ the economy of the ]>iece 
was in the saine piste; which was so agreeable to 
the audience, that they seemed to have sliaken off 
their natural phlegm, in order to apjilaud the per- 
fonuanco. 

From tlie play our eompany adjourned to the 
house of tlieir friend, where they si>ent the <'\ ening; 
and the conversation turning ujion jioetry, a 1 hiteh- 
iiuin who was jiresent, and imderstootl tin* Ihigiisli 
language, having listened very attentively to the 
discourse, lifted uji with hotli hands the greatest 
pan of a (’heslnre cheese that lay uihui the table, 
saying, “I do Know vat is boeJer. ]\IiTie lirotri. 
he a great hoet, and ave vrought a book as dick 
as all dat.” I’ickle, diverted with this method of 
estimating an author according to the iiuantity of 
his works, iinjuinsl about the subjects of this bard’s 
wTitings; but of these las Tirother could give no 
account, or other information, but that there was 
little marki't for Ihe commodity, which hung heavy 
upon his hands, and induced him to wish he had 
applied himself to another trade. 

'J'lie only n-markable scene in Amsterdam, which 
our company had not seen, was the Spuyl or music- 
houses, w'liieh, hy the connivance of tli(‘ magistrates, 
are niainlained for tlie recreation of tliose who 
might attempt the chastity of creditable women, if 
they were not jirovided w’ith such conveniences. 
To one of these night-houses did our travellers 
repair, under the coiidnet of the English merchant, 
and were intnxlueeil into such anollier place as the 
ever memorable coflee-lumsc of Moll King; with 
tins diflerenei’, that the company hero were not so 
riotous as the bucks of C'ovent (harden, but formed 
themselves into a circle, within which some of the 
mmiber danced to tlie music of a scurvy organ and 
a few other instruments, that uttered tunes ver) 
suitable to the disiiosition of the hearers, while the 
whole apartment was shrouded wdth clouds of 
j smoke imperv'ious to the view. Wlien our geiitle- 
' men enlei e J, the floor w as occupied by tw o females 
j and their gallants, who, in the performance of their 
exercise, lifted their legs like so many oxen at 
' plough; and the pipe of one of those hoppers 
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happening to be exhausted, in the midst of his 
sarabrand, he very deliberately drew forth his to¬ 
bacco-box. filling and lighting it again, ■u'ithout any 
interrujJtion to the dance. Peregrine being im- 
ehccked by the presence of his governor, -who ■^\as 
too tcTnier of his own reputation to attend them in 
this expedition, made up to a sj)rightly Preuch girl 
who sat in seeming expectation of a customer, and 
orevailing uj)on her to he his partner, led her into 
he circle, and, in his turn took the opportunity of 
lancing a minuet, to the admiration of all present 
[Je intended to hare exhibited another specimen of 
lis ability in this art, when a captain of a Eutch 
nan-of-war chancing to come in, and seeing a 
itranger engaged with the lady whom, it seems, he 
lad bespoke for his bedfellow, he advanced witli- 
)ut any ceremony, and seizing her by tbe arm. 
Hilled her to the other side of the room. Our ad- 
.'entiirer, who was not a man to put up witii such a 
irutal affront, followed the ravislier with indignu- 
ion in his eyes ; and j)ushing him on one side, re- | 
ook the subj<‘et of their contest, and led her back 
o the place from whence she had been dragged, i 
The Dutchman, enraged at tlie youth's presumiilion, i 
»beyed the first dictates of his choler, and lent his ! 
ival a hearty bo.x on the car; uhich 'wasimme- 
liately repaid with interest, liefoia* our hero could 
oeollect himself sufficiently to lay his hand upon 
lis sword, and lurkoii the aggressor to tlu* door. 

Notwithstanding the eonfusion and disorder 
^tlijch this affair produced in the room, and the en- 
leavours of iickle’s comiiany, who interposed, in 
►rder to prevent bloodshed, tile antagonists readied 
he street; and Peregrine drawdng, wtis surjiri.seil 
o sec the captain advance against him uith a long 
.mfe, which he preferred to the suord that hung 
)y his side. The youtli, confounded at this jire- 
losteroiis behaviour, desired him, in the Priuicli 
ongue, to lay aside that vulgar inijilenient, and ap- 
iroacli like a gentleman. Put the Hollander, who 
leither iind<*rstood the proposal, nor Mould have 
onijilied with his demand, hud he been madi- 
equainted with his meaning, rushed forward liki* 
desperado, before his adversary could put himself 
>11 his guard ; and if tlie young gentleman had not 
•een endued witli surprising agiiity,his nose would 
;ave fallen a sacrifice to the fury of the as- 
ailant. Einding himself in such imminenl jeo- 
lardy, he leajted to om* side, and the Dutehnuni 
lassing him, in fiie force of his career, he wiih one 
imhic kick made such npplieulion to his enem}’s 
leels, that he ffew like lightning into the canal, 
there he had almost penslusl by pitching upon 
•nc of the jiosts witli which it is faced. 

I’eregriiie having jierformed this exjjloit, iliil not ; 
tay for the captain’s coining on shore, hut retreated ; 
rith all despatch, by tlie advice of his conductor ; 
nd next day embarked, w'ltli his eoinpanions, in 
he Skuyt, lor Ilaericm, where they dined ; and in 
h(‘ evening arrived at the ancient city of L<‘y(leTj, 
I'here they met with some ICiiglisli students, who 
rented them with great hospitality. Not but tluit 
he harmony of the conversation was that same 
jght inter nipted by a dispute that arose between 
ne of those young genlle.nen and the physician, 
bout the cold and hot methods of prescrijition in 
lie gout and rheumatism; and proceeded to such 
degree of mutual reviling, tliat Pickle, ashamed 
nd incensed at his fellow-travidler’s want of urha- 
lity, espoused the other's cause, and openly rebuki'd 
lim for his uuniannorly petulance, which, he said, 


rendered him unfit for the purposes, and unwortliy 
of the benefit, of society. This unexjiocted decla¬ 
ration overwhelmed the doctor with amazement 
and confusion; he was instantaneously deprived ot 
his speech, and, during the remaining part of the 
jiarty, sat in silent mortification. In all jirobahi- 
lity, he deliberated with himself, whether or not he 
should expostulate with tlie young gentleman on 
the freedom he had taken with his ciiaracter in a 
comjiany of strangers ; but as ho knew lie land not 
a Pallet to ileal with, he very pirudently suppressed 
that suggestion, and, in sec’vt, chewed the cud of 
resentment. 

After they had visited the physic-garden, the 
univi'rsity, the anaiomical hall, and every other 
tiling that was i-eet.mmeuded to their view, they 
returiu'd to Jiotterdam, and held a consultation 
uj)ou the nietliod of transporting themsehes to 
J'higland. The doctor, whooc grudge against i‘ere- 
griue was rather inllanied than allajed by our 
hero's indifference and neglect, had tampered with 
the sim])licilj of the jiaiuter, who was jiroud of his 
advances towards a i)erfect reeoneiliation, and now 
took the ()j>portunity of jiartiiig w ith our adventurer, 
by (ieelaring that be and ids friend hlr. Pallet were 
resolve<l to take their passage in a trading sloop, 
after lu* had heard Peregrine object against that 
teilious, disagreeable, and uncertain nietliod of con¬ 
veyance. Pickle immediately saw- his intention, 
and, without u^ng the least argument to dissuade 
them from their design, or exi>ressing the smallest 
di’greo of eoneern at their separation, very coolly 
w’ished them u prosjicrous voyage, and ordered his 
baggage to be sent to llelvoetsluys. There he 
himself, and bis retinue, wont on board of the packet 
next day, and, by the favour of a fair wind, in 
eigliteeu hours arri\ed at Harwich. 


CHAPTER LXVL 

Peregrine delivers Ins i.etters of fferonuTUTulution at Lon¬ 
don, •ind retiiriM to t!te (iaruson tn the unspeakable Joy of 
llie Coinntodore.ind his whole I'nnnly. 

Now, that our hero found himself on English 
ground, Ins lu-art dilati'd wilii the proud recollec¬ 
tion of his own imjirovement since he left his native 
soil. IJe hegau to recognise the interesting ideas 
of Ins tender }ears; he eiijojed, by anticipation, 
the pleasure of seeing his friends in tlie garrison, 
aft<‘r an absence of eighteen months; and the image 
of his charming Emil^, which other less worthy 
<‘OTisiderations had depressed, resumed the fail ]iOs- 
sessionofhis breast, lie remembered, with shann’, 
that he had neglected the eovres[K»ndenee with lier 
brother, which he lnmsclf had solicited, and Jii 
consequence of which lieliad received a letter from 
tliat }oung gentleman, while lie lived at i’ans. In 
sjiite of these conscientious reffeetions, he was too 
sell-sullieient to tlniik he should find aiij difficulty 
in obtaining forgivi iiess for such snis of omission ; 
and began to imagine that his jiassion would lie 
jiivjudicial to the dignity of his situation, if it could 
not he gratified upon terms which formerly his 
imagination durst not conceive. 

JSorry J am, that the task I have undertaken, 
Ia\sme under tlie necessity of divulging lliis dege¬ 
neracy in the scnliments of our impcriou.s jouth, 
wlio was now in tlie heyday of his blood, flushed 
With the consciousnes.s of his own (jualificalions, 
vain of his fortune, and elated on the wings oi 
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imaginary expectation. Though he was deeply en¬ 
amoured of Miss Gauntlet, he was far from proposing 
her heart as the ultimate aim of his gallantry, which, 
he did not doubt, would triumph over the most 
illustrious females of the laud, and at once regale 
his appetite and ambition. 

Meanwhile, being willing to make his appear¬ 
ance at the garrison equally surprising and agree¬ 
able, he cautioned Mr. Jolter against writing to the 
commodore, who had not hoard of them since their 
departure from Faris, and hired a post-chaise and 
horses, for London. The governor, going out to 
give orders about the carriage, inadvertently left a 
pajwr book open upon the table, an<l his pupil, 
casting his eyes upon the page, chanced to read 
these words : “ Sej)t. 15. Arrived in safety, hy the 
blessing of God, in this unhappy kingdom of 
England. And thiLS concludes the journal of my 
last peregrination.” Peregrine’s curiosity being 
inflamed by this extraordinary eonelusion, lie 
turned to the beginning, and perused sev(‘ra! sheets 
of a diary sueh as is commonly kept by that 
class of people known by the denomination of 
travelling governors, for the satisfaction of them¬ 
selves and the parents or guardians of their jiupils, 
and for the cdiflealioii and ente.rtaiiiinent of their 
friends. 

That the reader may have a clear idea of Mr. 
Joker’s peirformance, we shall transcribe the trans¬ 
actions of one day, as he had recorded tliein ; and 
that abstract will be a suflieient specimen of the 
whole plan aud execution of the work. 

“ May3.—At eighto’clock, setout fromlkmlogne 
in a post-chaise—the morning hazy and cold. For¬ 
tified my stomach with a cordial, liecommended 
ditto to Mr. 1*. as an antidote against the fog. 
Mem. lie refused it. The hither horse grea»e<i in 
the off-pastern of the hind leg. Arrived at Samers. 
Mem. This last was a post and ahalt^ i. e. three 
leagues, or nine English miles. The day clears 
up. A fine cbuinpaign country, well stored with 
corn. The postillion says his prayers in jiassing by 
a wooden crucifix ujxm tlie road. Mem. The horses 
staled in a small ])rook that runs in a bottom, be¬ 
twixt two hills. Arrive at (k>rm<mt. A common 
post. A dispute with my pupil, who is obstinate, 
and 8\vay(‘d by an unlucky prejudice. Proeced 
to Montreuil, where we dine on choice pigeons. 
A very moderate charge. No chamber-pot m the 
room, owing to the negligence of the maid. This 
is mi ordinary ])ost. Set out again for Nampont. 
'rroubled witli flatulencies and indigestion. Mr. P. 
is sullen, and seems to mistaki* an eructation for 
the breaking of wind backwards. From Nampont 
depart for iteniay, at whicli place we arrive in the 
evening, and propose to stay all night. N.ll. The 
two last are double posts, aud our cattle very wil¬ 
ling, though not strong. Sup on a delicate ragout 
and exoeUeat partridges, in company witli Mr, H. 
and his spouse. Mem. The said II. trod upon my 
corn l)y mistake. Discharge the ])ill, which is not 
very reasonable. Dispute wdtli Mr. P. about giving 
money to the servant. lie insists u])on my giving 
a twenty-four sols piece, which is too much by two- 
thirds, in all conscience. N.IJ. She was a ])ert 
baggage, and did not deserve a liard.” 

()ur hero was so much disobliged with certain 
circumstances of this amusing and instructing jour¬ 
nal, that, l>y way of panisliiug the author, lie inter¬ 
lined these words betwixt two paragraphs, in a 
manner that exactly resembled the tutor's hand¬ 


writing :—“ Mem. Had the pleasure of drinking 
my.self into a sweet intoxication, by toasting our 
lawful king, and his royal family, among some 
worthy English fathers of the {Society of Jesus.” 

Having taken this revenge, ho set out for Lon¬ 
don, where he waited upon those noblemen to whom 
he had letters of recommenflation from ]*aris ; and 
was not only graciously received, but oven loaded 
with caresses and proffers of service, because they 
understood he was a young gentleman of fortune, 
who, far from standing in need of their counte¬ 
nance or assistance, would make an useful and 
creditable addition to the number of their adhe¬ 
rents. Tie had the honour of dining at their tables, 
in consequence of pressing invitations, and of 
' s{)ending several evenings with the ladies, to whom 
he was particularly agreeable, on account of his 
person, address, and bleeding freely at play. 

Being thus initiated in the beau mondc, bethought 
it was high time to pay his respects to his generous 
benefactor, the commodore; and, accordingly, de- 
jiarted one morning,-with his train, for the garrison, 
at which he arrived in safety the same night. 
When he entered the gate, which was opened hy 
a new servant that did not know him, he found his 
old friend, Hatchway, stalking in the yard, with a 
night-eap on his head, and a pipe in his mouth; 
and, advancing to him, took him by the hand be¬ 
fore he had any intimation of his approach. The 
lieutenant, thus saluted by a stranger, stared at him 
in silent astonishment, till he recollected Tiis fea¬ 
tures, which wore no sooner known, than, dashing 
the pij )0 upon the pavement, he exclaimed, “ Smite 
my cross-trees 1 th’art welcome to ])ort;” and hug¬ 
ged him in his arms with great affection. He then, 
by a cordial squeeze, expressed his satisfaction at 
seeing his old shipmate, Tom, who, applying liis 
whistle to hih mouth, the whole castle echoed with 
his performance. 

The servants, hearing the well-known sound, 
l>oured out in a tumult of joy ; and, understanding 
that their young master wius returned, raised such 
a peal of acclamation, as astonished the commodore 
and his lady, and inspired Julia with such an inte¬ 
resting presage, that her heart began to throb with 
violence. Hiinniiig out in the hurry and portnr- 
bati(»n of her hope, slie was so mueli overwhelmed 
at sight of her brother, that she actually fainted in 
his arms. Hut from this Iranee she soon awaked ; 
and PcTcgrine, liaving testified hi.s pleasure aud 
affection, went up stairs, and presented himself 
before his godfather and aunt. Mrs. 'rrunnion rose 
and received him with a gracious embrace, blessing 
(lod for his happy return from a land of impii'ty 
and vice, in which she lioped his morals had not 
been corrupted, nor his principles of religion altered 
or imjwiired. The old gentleman being confined to 
his chair, was struck dumb with pleasure at his 
apjiearanee ; and, having made divers ineffectual 
efforts to get up, at length disehargeil a volley of 
curses agaiii.st his own linflis, and held out his hand 
to his godson, who kissed it witli great respect. 

After he had finished his apostrophe to the gout, 
wdiich was the daily and hourly subject of his exe¬ 
crations, “ Well, my lad,” said he, “ I care not 
how soon T go to the bottom, now I behold thee 
safe in harbour again ; and yet I tell a d—n’d lie. 

I would I could keep afloat until T should see a lusty 
hoy of thy begetling. Odds my timbers! I love 
thee so well, that I believe thou art the spawn of 
my ew a body; though 1 can give no account of 
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thy being put upon the stocks.” Then, turning his 
eye upon Pipes, who by this time had penetrated 
into his apartment, and addressed him with the 
usual salutation of, “ What cheer ?” “ A-hey,” 
cried he, “ are you there, you herring-faced son of 
a sea-calf? What a slippery trick you played your 
old commander! But come, you dog, there’s my 
fist; I forgive you, for the love you bear to my 
godson. Go, man your tackle, and hoist a cask of 
strong beer into the yard, knock out the bung, and 
put a pump in it, for the use of all my servants and 
iieiglibours ; and, d’ye hear, let tlie partereroes be 
tired, and the garrison illuminated, as rejoicings for 
the safe arrival of your master. By the Lord! if f 
had the use of these d—nVl shambling shanks, I 
■would dance a hornpipe with the best of you.” 

The next object of his attention was Mr. Jolter, 
who was honoured with particular marks of di.s- 
tinction, and the re])eate<l promise of enjoying the 
fiving in his gift, as an acknowledgment of the care 
and discretion with which he had superintended 
the education and morals of our hero. The gover¬ 
nor was so affected by the generosity of his patron, 
that the tears ran down bus elieeks, while he ex¬ 
pressed his gratitude, and the infinlU* satisfa<‘tion 
he felt in contcmidating the accoinplishineuts of 
his pupil. 

Meanwhile, Pipes did not neglect the oixlers he 
had received. The beer was produced, the gates 
were thrown open for tli<‘ admission of all comers, 
the whole house was lighted up, and the jmrtereroes 
were discharged in repeateil \oll<‘>>. Such phe¬ 
nomena could not fail to attract tlie notiei* of the 
neighbourhood. Tlie club at 'J'unley’s were usto- 
nished at the rciiorf of the guns, which pr<Kluced 
various conjectures among the members of that 
sagacious society. TIu* landlord observed, that, 
in all likelihood, the commodore was visited by 
nobgoblin^ ami ordered the guns to be flred in 
token of distress, as he had acted twenty years 
before, when he was annoyed by the same griev¬ 
ance. The exciseman, with a waggish sneer, ex- 
]>ressed bis apprehension of 'rninnion’s death, in 
consequenee of wliieii thi* partereroes might be dis¬ 
charged with ait e(juivoeal intent, either as signals 
of lus lady’s sorrow or rejoicing. 'Plie attorney 
signified a suspicion of Jlateliway’s hi'ing married 
to Miss Ihckle, and that the firing and illuminations 
were in lionour of the nuptials; u))on which Ga¬ 
maliel discovered some faint signs of emotion, ami, 
taking the pipe from Ills mouth, gave it as his ojii- 
nion, that his sister was brought to bed. 

While they were thus bewildered in the maze of 
their own imaginations, a eomjiany of countrymen, 
who sat drinking in the kitchen, and whose legs 
W'cre more rea<ly than their invention, sallied out 
to know the meaning of these exhibitions. Under- 
sianding that there was a butt of strong beer 
a-broach in the yard, to wliieli tliey were invited 
by the servants, they saved themselves tlie trouble 
and expense of returning to spend the evening at 
the juiblic bou.se, and listed lliemselves under tlu* 
banner of 'I'om L'ipes, who presided as director of 
this festival. 

I'hc news of lk*regrine’s return being com- 
niunieated to the parish, the parson, and three or 
four neighhouring gentlemen, who were wellwishcrs 
to our liero, imme(Uat«*ly repaired to the garrison, 
in order to pay their coinjilinients on this happy 
event, and were detained to su}>p(*r. An elegant 
entertainmeut was prejiared by the direction of 


Miss Julia, who was an excellent housewife; and 
the commodore was so invigorated with joy, that he 
seemed to have renewed his age. 

Among those who honour^ the occasion with 
their presence wa.s Mr. Clover, the young gentle¬ 
man that made Ids addresses to I*eregrine’s sister. 
His heart was so big with his passion, that, while 
the rest of the company were engrossed by their 
cups, he seized an opportunity of our hero’s being 
detached from the conversation, and, in the im- 
])atience of his Jove, conjured liiin to consent to his 
liappiiiess; jirotesting, that he would comply with 
any terms of s(*ttlement that a tnun of his fiirtuiie 
could embrace, in favour of a young lady who was 
af)s()Iute mistress of his affection. 

Uiir youth thanked him very politely for Ids 
favourable sentiments and honourable intention 
toward.s Ids sister, and told him, that at present he 
saw 110 reason to obstruct his desire; that he 
would <-onsuU Julia’s own inclinations, and confer 
with him about the means of gratifying hi.s -wiKh ; 
but, in the mean time, begged to be excused from 
discussing any point of such importance to them 
both. Itcudnding him of the jovial purpose on 
which they were happily met, he promoted such a 
quick circulation of the bottle, that their mirth 
grew noisy and ob.streperous; they broke forth 
into repeated }H‘als of laughter, without any pre¬ 
vious incitement except that of claret. These 
explosions were succeeded by Bacchanalian songs, 
in which the old gentleman himself attempted to 
hear a share; the sedate governor snapped time 
with his fingers, and tlic parish jiriest assisted in 
the chorus with a most expressive nakedness of 
eountcnanco. Before midnight they were almost 
all pinned to tiieir chairs, as if they had been 
fixed by the power of enchantment; and, what 
rendered the confinement still more unfortunate, 
every servant in 1 1h‘ house was in the same situation; 
so that they were fain to take their reposi‘ as they 
sat, and nodded at each other like a congregation 
of Anabaptisns. 

Next day IVregrinc communed witli his sister 
on the Bul)i(‘Ct of her match with Mr. CKivcr, 
wlio, she told him, liad offered to settle a jointure 
of four hundred jiounds, and take her to wife 
without any expectation of a dowry, ^^hc more¬ 
over gave him to undei’staud, that, in his alxsencc, 
slie had received several messages from her mother, 
commanding her to return to her futlicr'.s house; 
but that she had refused to obey these orders, by 
the advice and injunction of her aunt and the 
commodore, which were indeed seconded by her 
own inclination; because she bud all tlie rca.^on in 
the world to believe, that her motlier only wanted 
an opjiortunity of treating her with severity and 
rancour. The resentment of that lady had been 
carried lo .such indecent lengths, that, seeing her 
daughter at church one day, she rose up, before the 
jiarson entered, and reviled her with great bitter¬ 
ness, in the face of the w'hole congregation. 


CHAPTER LXVTL 

Sees his Sister happily married—Visits Emilia, who receives 
him acrording to his Deserts. 

Heu brother being of oynnion, that Mr. Clover's 
projiosal was not to be n(‘gloctcd, especially as 
Julia's heart was engaged in his favour, com¬ 
municated the affair to his uncle, who, with the 
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approbation of Mrs. Trunnion, declared Iximsclf 
■well satisfied with the young man’s addresses, and 
desired that they miglit be buckled with all ex¬ 
pedition, without the knowledge or concurrence of 
lier parents, to whom (on account of their unnatural 
barbarity) she was not bound to pay Ibc least 
regard. Though our adventurer entertained the 
same sentiments of the matter, and the lover, 
dreading some obstruction, earnestly begged the 
immediate condescension of bis mistress, slie could 
not be prevailed u])oa to take such a material stej), 
without having first solicited tiu* jiennission of her 
father, resolved, nevertheless, to comply with the 
dictates of her own heart, should his objections be 
frivolous or unjust. 

Urged by this determination, her admirer waited 
upon Mr. Ganudiel at the public-house, and, with 
the appearance of great deference and respect, 
made him acquainted with his uffeetion for his 
daughter, conmumicated the particulars of his 
fortune, w’ith the terms of settlement he was ready 
to make; and in conclusion told him, that he would 
marry her without a portion. This last offer st'cmed 
to have some wt'ight with the father, who received 
it with civility, and jiromiscd in a day or two to 
favour him with a final answerto hisdemand. Tie, 
accordingly, that same evening consulted his wife, 
who being exasperated at Ihe prosiiect of her 
dauglitcr’s independency, argued with the most 
virulent expostulation against the match, as an 
Jinpudent scheme of hi*r own planning, with a view 
of insulting her parents, tow’ards whom she hud 
already been guilty of the most vicious disobedience, 
la siiort, she used siieb remonstrances, as not only 
averted tins weak husband’s iuelination from the 
ppo|) 08 al which he had relished before, but even 
instigatx'd him to apjily for a waiTant to apprehend 
his daughter, on the supiKisition that she was about 
to bestow herself in marriage witiiout his privily 
or consent. 

The justice of peace to whom this application 
w'as nuide, thougli lie could not refuse tlie order, 
yet, being no stranger to tlie malevolence of tlie 
mother, which, together with Ganialiers siinjilieity, 
was notorious in the county, he sent an intimation 
of what had happened to the garrison ; upon which 
a couple of si'iitinels were placed on the gate, and 
at the jiressing solicitation of the lover, as well as 
the desire of the commodore, Iht brother, and 
aunt, Julia was w'edded without further delay ; the 
ceremony being jierformed by l\lr. .loiter, because 
the parish priest pnalently di'clined any occasion 
of giving otience, and the curate wius too nuieh in 
the inteix'st of their enemies to be employed in 
that office. 

This domestic conceni being settled to the satis¬ 
faction of our hero, lie escortctl her next day to the 
house of her husband, who immediately wroli‘ a 
letter to her fatlier, declaring his reasons for liaving 
thus snpej'seded bis aulliority; and INIrs. Fickle’s 
mortification was uiisjieakable. 

That the new married couple might bo guarded 
against all in^'iilt, our young gentleman and his 
friend Ilateh\va>, witli their adherents, lodged in 
]\Ir. (’lover’s house for sonu' weeks ; during which 
they visited their aequaintauce in the neighbourliood, 
aec(n‘ding to e.ustoin. When the Iramjuiility of their 
family was perfectly established, and the couLraet 
of marriage executed in the pis'sence of the old 
commodore and luf, lady, who gave her niece ti\e 
hundred inninds to purchase jewels and clothes, 


Mr. Peregrine could no longer restrain lus im 
patience to see his dear Emily ; and told his uncle, 
that next day he proposed to ride across the country, 
in order to visit his friend Gauntlet whom lie had 
not heard of for a long time. 

The old gentleman, looking stedfastly in his face, 
“Ah I d—n your cunning !” said he, “1 find tin.' 
anchor liolds fast 1 J did suppose as how you would 
have slipt your cable, and changed your berth; 
but, I see, when a young fellow is once brought up 
hy a pretty wench, he may man his eajislaus and 
viol block, if he wool; but lie’ll as .soon heave up 
the Pike of Teucrilfe, as bring his anchor a-weigh! 
Odds hcartlikins! had 1 known the young woman 
was JSled Gauntlet's daughter, 1 sliouldu’t have 
thrown out signal for leaving off chase.” 

Our adventurer was not a little surprised to hear 
the commodore talk in tins style; ami immediately 
conjectured that his friend Godfrey had informed 
him of the whole affair. Instead of li-stening to 
tfiis ajipnihation of his flame, with those transports 
of joy' which he would have felt, had he retained 
his former sentiments, he was chagrined at Trun¬ 
nion's de<daratiori, and offended at tlie jiresinniUion 
of the young soldier, in presuming to disclose tlie 
secret wifli which lie had intrusted him. Ifedden- 
ing with these reflections, he assured the commo¬ 
dore that he never had serious thoiight.s of 
matrimony ; so that, if any jicrson had told him he 
was under any engagennmt of that kind, lie had 
abused his ear; for he protested that he would 
iK'ver contract such attachments without his know- 
ledg(‘ and exjiress permission. 

I'l’unnion comimmded him for his prudent reso¬ 
lution, atul observed, that, though no jierson men¬ 
tioned to him what promises had piussed betwixt 
him and his sweetheart, it was very plain that he 
had made love to her, and therefore it was to be 
supposed that his intentions were honourable; for 
he could not lu-lieve be was such a rogue in his 
heart, as to endeavour to debauch the daughter of 
a brave offiocp, who had served his country with 
credit and reputation. Notwithstanding this re¬ 
monstrance, which Pickle imputed to the commo¬ 
dore’s ignorance of the world, he set out for ihe 
habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet, with the mijustifiahle 
sentiments of a man of pleasure, who sacrifices 
every consideration to the desire of bis ruling appe¬ 
tite; and, us Winchester lay in liis way% re.solved 
fo visit some of his friends who lived in that jilace. 

Jt w£Ls in the bouse of one of these that be was in¬ 
formed of Emilia’s being then in town with her 
niother ; upon which he exeiuseil liirnself from stay¬ 
ing to drink tea, and immediately rcjiaired to their 
lodgi iTgs, according to the ilirections be had received. 

VVbeii he arrived at the door, instead of under¬ 
going that jiertiirbation of spirits, which a lover in 
his interesting situation might bo supposed to feel, 
he sufTered no emotion hut tliat of vanity and pride, 
favoured with an opportunity of self-gratification, 
and entered his Emilia's ajiartment with the air of 
a eoueeited iietit-inaitre, rather than that of the 
respectful admirer, when lie visits the object of his 
passion, after an absence of seventeen months. 

The young lady, having been very much dis¬ 
obliged Jit his mortifying neglect of her brother’s 
letter, had summoned all her own jiride and reso¬ 
lution to her aid; and, by means of a liajipy 
disposition, so far overcame her chagrin at his in- 
lUfferenee, that she was able to behave in his pre¬ 
sence with apparent tranquillity and ease. Sho 
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was even pleased to find he had, by accident, chosen 
a time for his visit when slie was surrounded by 
two or throe yonn*? ^jontlonien, who professed them¬ 
selves her admirers. Our <^allant w^as no sooner 
announced, than slie collected all her coquetry, put 
on the gayest air she could a{»sume, and contrived 
to giggle just as he apjK*ared at the room door. 
The compliments of salutation being ]K*rforni(‘(I, she 
welcomed him to England in a careless manner, 
asked liie ncAvs of Paris, and, before he could mak(‘ 
any reply, desired one of the other geTitlemcn to 
proceed with the sequel of that comical adven¬ 
ture, in the relation of which he had been in¬ 
terrupted, 

Peregrinesmiled within himself at this bidiaviour, 
wliicli, without all doubt, he believed she had tif- 
ected to punish him for his unkind silence wdiilo 
ic was abroad, being fully )HTsuadcd that her lu'urt 
rvas absolutely at his devotion. (.)n this supposition, 
le practised his Parisian iinpvoveini*nts on the art 

conversation, and uttered a ihoustind ])rettiiiesses 
11 the way of compliment, with such incredible 
otation of tongue, that his rivals wiTe struck dumb 
vith astonishment, and Emilia fretted out of all ; 
em}»er, at seeing hersidf deprive<l of the preroga- 
ive of the sex, lie persisted, however, in this 
urprisiug loipiacity, until tlie rest of the company 
hought proper to withdraw, and then contracted 
is discourse into the focus of love, which now put 
n a very different ap]>earanee from tiiat which it 
afl formerly worn. Instead of awful veneration, 
•hich her presence used to inspire, that chastity of 
uitiment, and delicacy of expre.ssion, he now gazed 
poll her with llu* eyes of a libertine, he glowed 
ulh the impatience of desire, talked in a strain 
lat barely kept within the bounds of decency, and 
itempted tn snatch such favours, as she, in the 
*nd(‘rness of mutual ueknowiedgment, had once 
ouebsafed to bestow. 

Grieved and oftendt‘d as she was, at thi.s palpable 
Iteration in his carriage, she disdained to reniin<l 
hn of his formerdeportment, and, with dissembled 
!>od humour, rallied him on the progi’ess he had 
lade in gallantry and address. Put, iUr from suh- 
dtting to the liberties he would have taken, she 
cj>t her person sacred from his touch, and would 
at even suifer him to ravish a kiss of her fair 
ind; so that he reaped no other advantage from 
le exercise of hi.s talents, during this interview, 
hich )asU*d a whole hour, than that of knowing 
2 had overrated his own importance, and that 
mily's heart was not a garrison likely to surrender 
. digeretion. 

At length his addresses were interrupted by the 
Tival of the mother, who had gone abroad to visit 
Y herself; and the conversation becoming more 
-uieral, he understood that Godfrey was at Lon- 
;n, soliciting for a lieutenancy that had fallen 
leant in the regimeut to which he belonged; and 
lat Miss Sophy was at home with her father. 
Though our adventurer had not met with all the 
icce.ss he expected by his first visit, he did not 
^spalr of reducing the fortress, believing that in 
me there would be a mutiny in his favour, and 
’cordingly carried on the si(‘ge for several days, 
ithout profiting by his perseverance; till, at 
ngth, having attended the ladies to their own 
>use in the country, he began to look upon this 
Iventure as time misspent, and resolved to discon- 
nue his attack, in hopes of meeting with a more 
vourable occasion; being, in the meantime, ;ini- 


bitious of displaying, in a higher sphere, those 
qualifications which his vanity told him were at 
present misapplied. 

OIIArXER LXVIIT. 

He attends his Uiu-It* with preat AflVrtioa during a fit of 
Illness—Sots outagain for London—Muots with his Friend 
(iodirey, who is jirevailcd upon to.irrompaiiy luni to Lath; 
on the Hoad to winch jdaci* <^ln‘y chance to Diiie with a 
Pcihon who entertains them with a curious Account of a 
certain Company of Adventurers. 

Thus determined, ho took leave of Emilia and her 
mother, on pretence of going to London upon some 
iirg(*nt business, and returned to the garrison, leav¬ 
ing the good old lady very ranch coneern<*d, tuid 
the daugliter incensed at his bidiaviour, which w'ys 
the more uuexjiected, because Godfrey hud told 
them that the commodore approved of his nephew’s 
passion. 

Our adventurer found his uncle so ill of the 
gout, wliicli, for the first time, had taken possession 
of his stomach, that his life was in imminent danger, 
and the whole family iu di.sorder. He therefore 
took the reins of government in his own hands, sent 
for all the phjsieiuiis in the neighbourhood, and 
attended him in person with th(5 most affectionate 
care, during the Hhole lit, which lasted a fortnight, 
and (hen retired before the strength of liis eoii- 
stilution. 

When the old gentleman recovered his Iicnlth, 
he was so penetrated witli reregrine’s hehavionr, 
tliut he actually would have made over to him Itis 
whole fortune, and dejiended upon him for his own 
.subsi.-steiK*e, had not our youth opjiosed the execu¬ 
tion of the deed with all his intluence and miglir, 
and oven persuaded him to make a will, in wducli 
his friend Hatchway, and all Ins other adherents, 
were liberally remembered, and his aunt jirovuied 
for on her own terms. This material jioint being, 
settled, he, with his uncle's iiermission, departed 
for London, al’ler having seen the family affairs 
estiibli.shed under the direction and admimstratioii 
of Mr. Jolter and the lieutenant; for, bj tins time. 
Mrs. Trunnion was wholly oceuiiied with her 
spiritual concerns. 

On his first arrival at London, he sent a card to 
the lodgings of Cjauntlet, in consequence of a di¬ 
rection from his mother; and that >onng gentle¬ 
man waited on him next morning, though not w ith 
that alacrity of countenance and w’armtli of friend¬ 
ship which might have been expected from tlio 
intimacy of their former eonnexiuii. Mor w.is 
Eeregrinc him.seU’actuated by the same unreserved 
affection for tbc soldier which he -nid formerly 
entertained. Godfrey, over and above the olVence 
he had taken at I’ickle’s omi.ssion in point of cor¬ 
responding w'ith liiin, had been informed, by a letter 
from his mother, of the youth's cavalier behaviour 
to Emilia, during his last rcsidenei* at ^Vinehester; 
and our young gentleman, as wt‘ have already ob¬ 
served, was disgusted at the supposed discovery 
wlii<*h the sohlier had made in his absence to the 
commodore. The} perceived tiieirinutnal umbrage 
at meeting, and received each other w’ith that civi¬ 
lity of reserve w Inch commonly happens betweer 
two persons whose fricndsliip is in the wane. 

Gauntlet at once divined the cause of the olhor’K 
displeasure; and, in order to vindicate his own 
eharacter, after the first compliiuents were passed, 
took the o|)portmiit\, on imiuiring after the health 
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of the commodore, to tell Peregrine, tliat, -while he 
tarried at the garrison, on his return from Dover, the 
subject of the conversation, one night, ha])|)ening 
to turn on our hero’s passion, the old gentleman 
luul expressed his concern about that afiair; and, 
among other observations, said, ho supposed the 
object of his love was some j)allry hussy, wliom he 
had picked up when he was ahoy at scdiocd. Upon 
which, Mr. Ilatehway assured him, that she was a 
youngwomanofasgoodahmiily as any inlljeeounty; 
and, after having prejjossessed him in her favour, 
ventured, out of the zeal ol‘ liis friendship, to tell 
who she was. Wherefore, the discovery was not 
to be imputed to any other cause; and he hoped 
Mr. Pickle would acquit him of all share in the 
transaction. 

Peregrine was very well pleased to be thus un¬ 
deceived; his eountenauec immediately cleared up, 
the formality of bis behaviour relaxed into his usual 
familiarity; he asked pardon for his unnumneriy 
neglect of (iodfrey’s letter, which, lie protested, was 
not owing to any disregard, or abatement of friend¬ 
ship, hut to a hurry of jouthful engagements, in 
eonse<puMice of vslneli he had procrastinated his 
answer from time to time, until he was ready to 
return in jierson. 

'rhe young soldier was contented with this apo¬ 
logy; and, as I’icKle’s intention, wilii respect to 
Jus sister, vias still dubious and undeclared, he did 
not think it was incumbent upon liim, as yet, to <‘x- 
])ress any resentment on that score; but was wise 
enough to foresee, that the renewal of his inti¬ 
macy with our 3 'oung gentleman might he the 
jneansof reviving that tlamc which had been dis¬ 
sipated by a variety of new ideas. With those senti¬ 
ments, lu* laid aside all reserve, and their communi¬ 
cation resumed its former channel. Peregrine made 
linn acquainted with all tin* adventures in which he 
had been engaged since their ])nrting; and he, with 
the same confidence, related the remark able incidents 
of his own fate; among other things giving him 
to understand, that, upon obtaining a commission in 
the army, tiie father of his dear Sojihy, witliout 
once iinpiiring about the occasion of his ]»roinotion, 
hud not only fa\onred liim with his eouutenanee in 
a much greater degree than heretofore, hut also 
contributed liis interest, and even promised the 
assistance of his purse, in procuring for him a 
lieutenancy, which he was then soliciting with all 
his power; whert'as, if he had not been enabled, h} 
a most accidental jiii'ce of good fortune, to lift him¬ 
self into the siihere of an offii-er, he had all the 
reason in the world to believe that this gentleman, 
and all the rest of his wealthy relations, would luive 
suffered him to languish in obscurity and distress; 
and by turning his misfortune into reproach, made 
it a i>lea for their own want of generosity and 
friemishij). 

Peregrine, understanding the situation of his 
friend's uffldr.s, would have accoiruuodated him 
upon the instant with a sum to a<-eelerate the 
j>ussag(* of his commission through the tifllees ; hut, 
being too well acqmiinted with his scrupulous ilispo- 
sition, to manifest his benevolence in that maniuT, 
he found means to introduce himself to one of the 
gentlemen of the war office, who was so -well satis¬ 
fied with the argiimeiitK used in behalf of his friend, 
that (Godfrey’s business was transa<‘ted in a very 
few dn}s, though he himself knew nothing of his 
interest being thus relnforceil. 

liy this time, the season at Path was begun ; and 


our hero, panting with the desire of distinguishing 
himself at that resort of the fashionable world, 
communicated his design of going thither to his 
friend Godfrey, whom he importuned to accompany 
him in the excursion; and leave of absence from 
Ids regiment being obtained by the influence of 
Peregrine’s new quality friends, the two companions 
departed from London in a post-chaise, attended, as 
usual, by the valet-de-ehamhre and Pipes, w'ho were 
become almost as necessary to our adventurer as 
any two of his own organs. 

At the inn, when they alighted for dinner, God¬ 
frey perceived a person walking by himself in tlie 
yard, with a very pensive air, and, upon observing 
him more narrowly, recognised him to he a pro¬ 
fessed gamester, whom he had formerly known at 
^'unbridge. On the strength of this ac(iuaintance, 
he accosted the peripatetic, who knew him iiume- 
diatel} ; and, in llie fulness of his grief and vexa¬ 
tion, told him, that he was now on his return from 
Path, w here he had been strijiped by a coinjiany of 
sharjiers, who resented that he should presume to 
trade ujiou his own bottom. 

Peregrine, who was extremely curious in his 
imjuiries, imagining that he might learn some en- 
lerkiining and useful anecdotes from this artist, 
invited him to dinner, and w-as accordingly fully 
informed of all the political systems at Path, 
lie tniderstood that there w'as at London one great 
company of adventurers, who oinjiloycd agents in 
all the different branches of imposition throughout 
the whole kingdom of England, allowing these 
ministers a certain projiortion of the profits accruing 
from their industry and skill, and reserving the 
great(*st shaiv* for the benefit of the eoimnon stock, 
which was chargeable with the expense of fitting 
: out individuals in their various pursuits, us well as 
w’ith the loss sustained in the -course of tJieir ail- 
ventures. Some, whose persons and qualifications 
art* by the coiiqainy judged adeijuate to the task, 
exert their talents in making love to ladies of for¬ 
tune, being accommodated -with money and accou¬ 
trements for that purpose, after having given their 
bonds iiajahle to one or other of the direcfor.s, on 
the day of marriage, for certain sums, proportioned 
to the dowries they are to receive. Others, versed 
in the doctrine of chances, and certain secret ex- 
])edients, fr(‘(|nent all those jilaees where games of 
liazard are allowed ; and such as are masters in the 
arts of Ihlliurds, tennis, and howls, are continually 
lying in wait, in all the scenes of th(*se diversions, 
for the ignorant and unwary. A fourth class 
attend liorsc races, being skilled in those mysterious 
praetici‘s by which the knowing ones arc taken in. 
Nor is this eommtinity unfurnished with those 
wild la} wanton wives and old rich -widows under 
eonlrihution, and extort money, by jirostituting 
themselves to the embraces of their owni sex, and 
then threatening their admirers w'ith prosecution. 
lUit thi'ir most important returns are made by that 
body of their undertakers who exercise their under¬ 
standings in the innuuierable sfnitagems of the 
card table, at which no sharper can be too infamous 
to be received, and even caressed by persons of the 
highe.st rank and distinction. Among other ar¬ 
ticles of inleiligeneo, our young gentleman learned, 
tliut those agents, by whom their guest was broke, 
and expelled from Bath, had constituted a bank 
against all sporters, and moiioj)olized the advantage 
in all sorts of jday. He then told Gauntlet, that, if 
he would jmt himself under his direction, he would 
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return with them, and lay such a scheme as would 
iufallibly ruin the whole society at billiards, as he 
knew that Godfrey excelled them all in his know¬ 
ledge of that game. 

The soldier excused himself from engaging in 
any party of that kind; and after dinner the 
travellers parted; but, as the conversation between 
the two friends turned upon the information they 
Ixad received, Peregrine projected apian for punish¬ 
ing those villunous pests of society, who prey upon 
their fellow-creatures ; and it was put m execution 
by Gauntlet in the following manner. 

CHAPTER LXTX. 

fjodfrey executes a Scheme at Bath, by which a whole Com- | 
pany of Sharpers is ruined. 

On the evening after their arrival at Bath, Godfrey, 
who had kept himself up all day for that purpo.st*, 
went in boots to the billiard tabic; and, two gen¬ 
tlemen being at play, began to bet with so little 
appearance of judgment, that one of the adven¬ 
turers then present was inflamed with the desire of 
profiting by his inexperience; and, when the table 
was vacant, invited him to take a gairn* for amuse¬ 
ment. 'The soldier, assuming the air of a self- 
coTiceited dajie, answen-d, that he did not choose 
to throw away his time for nothing, but, if he 
pleased, would piddle for a crown a game. This 
declaration was very agreeubio to the other, who 
w’aiited to be further eonfinned in the opinion he 
Juul conceived of the stranger, before he would 
play for any thing of conseiiiienee. 'J'lic jiarty 
being accepted, Gauntlet put off his coat, and, be- 
ginniug with seeming eagerness, won the first 
game, because his antagonist kept up his play with 
a view of encouraging him to wager a greater sum. 
Tile soldier jmrposely bit at the hook, the stakes 
wen* doubled, and he was again victorious, by the 
permission of his competitor. He now began to 
yawQ; and obsciwing, that it wa.s not worth his 
while to proceed in such a childish manner; the 
other swore, in an affected passion, that lie would 
[)lay him for twenty guineas. The jiroposal being 
embraced, through the connivance of Goilfrey, the 
money was won l>y the sharper, who exerted his 
lexterity to the uttermost, fearing that otherwise 
ais adversary would decline contimuTig the game. 

(Godfrey thus conquered, pretended to lose his 
emper, cursed his own ill luck, swore tluit the table 
lad a cast, and that the balls did not riiu true, 
changed his mast, and with great warmth, chal- 
enged hi.s enemy to double the sum. The gamester, 
vho feigned reluctance, complied with his desire; 
md having got the two first hazards, offered to lay 
me hundred guineas to fifty on the game. The 
Kids were taken; and (iodfrey having allowed 
limself to be overcome, began to rage with great 
dolenee, broke the mast to pieces, threw ihe balls 
mt of the window, and, in the fury of his indigna- 
ion defied his antagonist to meet him to-morrow, 
fheu he should he refreshed from the fatigue of 
ravelling. This w’as a very welcome invitation to 
lie gamester, who, imagining that the soldier would 
urn out a most beneficial prize, assured him, that 
le would not fail to be there next forenoon, in 
rder to give him his revenge. 

Gauntlet went home to his lodgings, fully eerti- 
ed of his own superiority; and took his measures 
dth Peregrine, touching the prosecution of their 
cheme; while his opponent made a report of his 
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success to the brethren of the gang, who resolved 
to be present at the decision of the match, with a 
view ()f taking advantage of the stranger’s passion¬ 
ate disposition. 

Affairs being thus concerted on both sides, the 
players met, according to appointment, and the 
room was immediately filled with spectators, who 
either came thither by accident, curiosity, or design. 
The match was fixed for one hundred pounds a 
game, the principals chose their instruments, and 
laid aside their coats, and one of the knights of the 
order pnifferedto lay another hundred on the head of 
his associate, (iodfrey took him upon the instant. 
A second worthy of the saine class, seeing him so 
eager, challenged him to treble the sum ; and his 
jiroposal met with the same reception, to the asto¬ 
nishment of the company, whose expectation was 
raised to a very interesting pitch ’J'he game was 
begun, and tlie soldier having lost the first hazard, 
tlie odds were offered by the confederacy wdth great 
vociferation ; but nobody would run such a risk in 
favour of a person ■who was utterly unknown. The 
sharper having gained the; second also, the noise 
increased to a surprising clamour, not only of the 
hut likwise of almost all the spectators, who 
desired to lay two to one against tlie brother of 
Emilia, 

_ Peregrine, who was jiresent, perceiving the cujii- 
dity of the association sulKciently inflamed, all of a 
sudden openeil his mouth, and uns-v^'ered their bets, 
to the amount of twelve hundred pounds; which 
won* immediately deposited,^ on both sides, in 
money and notes; so that this was, perhajis, the 
most important game that ever was played at bil¬ 
liards. Gauntlet seeing the agreement settled, 
struck his antagonist’s ball into the pocket in a 
twinkling, though it was in one of those situations 
which are supposed t() be against the striker. The 
betters were a little disconijiosed at this event, for 
which, however, they consoled themselves by im¬ 
puting the success to accident; but w'hen, at the 
very next stroke, he sprung it over the table, their 
eounteiiances underwent an instantaneous distrac¬ 
tion of feature, and they waited, in the mo.st 
dreadful suspense, for the next hazard, which being 
likewise taken -with inlinite ease by the soldier, the 
blood forsook their cheeks, and the interjection 
ZouihJh ! pronounced with a look of consternation, 
and in a tone of dc'^pair, proceeded from every 
mouth at the same instant of time. 'J'hey were 
overwhelmed with horror and astonishment at see¬ 
ing three hazards taken in as many strokes, from a 
person of their friend’s dexterity; and shrewdly 
suspected, that the whole ■was a scheme precon¬ 
certed for their destruction. (.)ii this supposition, 
they cliangeil the note, and attempted to hedge for 
their own indemnification, by projiosing to lay the 
odds in favour of Gauntlet; hut so much was the 
opinion of the company altered by that young gen¬ 
tleman’s success, that no one would venture to 
espouse the cause of his competitor, who, chancing 
to improve his game by the addition of another 
lucky hit, diminished the concern, and revived the 
hopes of his adherents. But this gleam of fortune 
did not long continue. Godfrey collected his whole 
art and capacity, and augmenting his score to num¬ 
ber ten, indulged himself with a view of the whole 
fraternity, ^’hc visages of these professors had 
adopted different shades of complexion at every 
hazard he had taken ; from their natural colour 
they had shifted into a sallow hue ; from thence 
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into pale; from pale into yellow, which degenerated 
into a mahogony tint; and now they saw seventeen 
hundred pounds of their stoek depending upon a 
single stroke, they stood like so many swarthy 
Moors, jaundiced with terror and vexation. The 
fire which naturally glowed in the cheeks and nose 
of the player, seemed utterly extinct, and Ins car¬ 
buncles exhibited a livid appearance, as if a gan¬ 
grene had already made some progress in his thee; 
his liand began to shake, and Ids whole frame was 
seized with such trepidation, that he was fain to 
swallow a bumper of brandy, in order to re-establish 
the tranquillity ofhis nerves. This expedient, how¬ 
ever, did not i)roduc© the desired effect; for he 
aimed the hall at tht; lead with such discomposure, 
that it struck on the wrong side, and came off at 
an angle which directed it full in the middle hole. 
This fatal accident was attended with an universal 
groan, as if the whole universe had gone to wreck; 
and notwithstanding that tranquillity for which ad¬ 
venturers are so remarkable, this loss made such an 
impression upon them all, that each in particular 
manifested his cliagrin, by the most violent emo¬ 
tions. One turned up his eyes to heaven, and bit 
his nether Up ; another gnawed his fingers, while 
he stalked across the room; a third blasphemed 
with horrid im]>reeations ; and he who played the 
party sneaked off, grinding his teeth together, with 
a look that baffles all deseription, and, as he crossed 
the threshold, exclaiming, “ A d—d bite, by G—d 

The victors, after having insulted them, by asking, 
if they were disposed for another chance, carried 
of their winning, with the appearance of great 
composure, though in their hc'urts they were 
transported with unspeakable joy ; not so much 
on account of the booty they had gained, as in con¬ 
sideration of having so effectually destroyed such a 
nest of pernicious miscreants. 

Peregrine, believing that now he had found an 
opportunity of serving Ids friend, without giving 
offence to the delicacy of his lionour, told him, 
upon their arrival at their lodgings, that fortune 
bad at Umgth tumbled him to become in a manner 
indei)cndent, or ut least make himself easy in Ids 
circumstances, by purchasing a company with the 
money he had won. So saving, he put his share 
of the success in Gauntlet’s hand, us a sum that of 
right belonged to him, and ]>romised to write in his 
behalf to a nobleman, who had interest enough to 
promote such a (^uick rise in the service. 

Godfrey thanked him f<»r Ids obliging intention, 
but absolutely n*fuse(l, with great loftiness of de¬ 
meanour, to appro[)riute to his ow'n use any part of 
the money whieli JMckle had gained, and seemed 
affronted at the other's entertaining a sentiment so 
unwortliy of his character. He would not (‘ven 
accept, in the way of loan, suoli an ad<iition to Ids 
own slock, as would amount to the price of a com¬ 
pany of foot; but expressed groat etmfidcnee in 
the future exertion of that ttdent which had been 
hlesxsed with sueh a prosjierous beginning. Guv 
hero finding him thus obstinately deaf to the voiee 
of his own interest, resolved to govern hims(*U’in 
his next endeavours of friendship, by his exijcri- 
enre of this ticklish punctilio; and, in tlie mean 
time, gave a handsome benefaction to the ho.s])ital, 
out of these first-fruits of the .siiceess in play, and 
reserved two hundred pounds for a set of diamond 
ear-rings and solitaire, which he intended for a pre¬ 
sent to Miss Emily. 


CHAPTER LXX. 

The t\YO Friends eclipse all their Competitors in Gallantrj, 

and practise a pleasant Project of llevcnge upon the Phy¬ 
sic urns oi the Place. 

The fame of their exploit against the sharpers was 
immediately diffused through all the companies at 
Bath; so that, when our adventurers appeared iu 
public, they were pointed out by an hundred ex¬ 
tended fingers, and considered as consummate 
artists in all the diffcTent species of finesse, which 
they would not fail to practise with the first opfior- 
tunity. Nor was this opinion of their characters 
any obstacle to their recejition into the fashionable 
parties in the place; but, on the contrary, such a 
recommendation, which, as 1 have already hinted, 
iievtT fails to operate for the advantage of the 
possessor. 

This first adventure, therefore, served them as 
an introduction to the company at Bath, who w'cre 
not a little surprised to find their expectations 
baffled by the conduct of the two companions ; 
because, far from engaging deeply at i)lay, they 
rather shunned all occasions of gaming, and directed 
their attention to gallantry, in which our hero shone 
unrivalled. His external qualifications, exclusive 
of any otlier merit, were strong enough to captivate 
the common run of the female sex; and these, rein¬ 
forced with a sprightliness of conversation, and a 
most insinuating address, became irresistible, even 
by those w ho were fortified with pride, caution, or 
indifference. Hut, among all the nymphs of this 
gay place, he did not meet with one object that 
disjmted the empire of his heart with Emilia, and 
therefori' he divided his attachment according to 
the suggestions of vanjty and whim; so that, before 
he had resided a fortnight at Bath, h(‘ had S(‘t ull 
the ladies by tlic ears, and furnished all thi' hundred 
tongues ol‘ scandal with full employment. 'I'he 
splendour of Ins appearance excited the inquiries 
of envy, which, instead of discovering any cir¬ 
cumstance to his prejudice, was cursed witli the 
information of his being a young gentleman of a 
good family, and heir to an immense fortune. 

The eountenanec of some of his quality friends, 
who arrived at Bath, confirmed this piece of intelli¬ 
gence. Ujion which his ac<juaintanee was courted 
and cultivated with great assiduity; and he met. 
with such advances from some of the fair sex, as 
rendered him extremely fortunate in his amours. 
Nor was his friend Godfrey a stranger to favours 
of the same kind; his aeeomplishments were exactly 
calculated for the meridian of female taste; and, 
with certain individuals of tlmt sex, liis muscular 
IVainc, and the robust connexion of his limbs, were 
more ;ittractive than tlie delicate proportions of his 
companiou. He accordingly reigned panunouut 
among tfiose inamoratas who were turned of thirty, 
without being under the necessity of proceeding by 
tedious addresses, and was thouglit to have co¬ 
operated with the watei’S in removing the sterility 
of certain ladies, w ho had long undergone iho 
reproach and digust of their husbands; while i’ere- 
grine sot up his throne among those who laboured 
under the disease of celibacy, from the jiert Miss of 
fifteen, who, with a fluttering heart, tosses her head, 
bridles up, and giggles involuntarily at sight of an 
liaiulsome young man, to the staid maid of twenty- 
eight, who, with a demure aspect, moralises on the 
vanity of beauty, the folly of youth, and simplicity 
of woman, and expatiates on friendship, benevo- 
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leiK.-e, nnd good - 801180 , in the style of u IMatonic 
j)hiloso])hor. 

Jn such a diversity of di.spositions, his conquests 
were attended with all the heart-hurnings, aniino- 
sities, and turmoiLs of jealousy and spite. Tlie 
younger class t(K)k nil op])ortunities of mortifying 
their seniors in public, by treating them with that 
indignity wliich, contrary to the general privilege 
of age, is, by the consent and connivance of man¬ 
kind, levelled against those who have the misfortune 
to come under the denomination of old maids ; and 
these last retorUd their hostilities in the ]>rivate 
machinations of slander, supported by experionet* 
and subtilty of invention. bJot one day passed in 
which some new story did not circulate, to the 
prejudice of one or other of those rivals. 

If our hero, in the Long Room, chanced to quit 
one of tlie moralists, with whom he had lieen en¬ 
gaged in conversation, lie was immediately accost<‘d 
by a number of the opj)osit<‘ faction, who, with 
ironical smiles, upbraided him with cruelty to the 
]>iM)r lady he had left, exhorted him to liave com- 
jiassion on her sufferings; and, turning their eyes 
towards the object of their inbTcession, liruke forth 
into an universal peul of laughter. On tlu* other 
hand, when I’eregrine, in ounsecpience of having 
danced with one of the minors overnight, visited 
her in the morning, the Platonists immediately laid 
hold on the oecasiou, tusked their imaginations, 
associated ideas, and, with sage insinuations, retailed 
a thousand circuinstan(;es of the interview, which 
never had any foundation in trutli. They oliserved, 
that, if girls are determined to behave with sucli 
indiscretion, they must lay their aecounts witli 
incurring the censure of tlie world; tliat she in 
question was old enough to act more circumspectly; 
and wondered tliiit lier mother would permit any 
young fellow to approach the chamber wliile her 
daughter'was naked in bed. As for the se*‘vants 
peeping through the key-liole, to be sure it wjis an 
unlucky accident; but people ought to be upon 
their guard against sucli curi<isity, and give their 
domestn‘s no cause to employ their penetration. 
Tlie.se and other such retloctions ■were occasionally 
whispered as .secrets among those who were known 
to b(* communieative; so that, in u few liours, it 
became the general topic of discourse; and, as it 
had been divulged umier injunctions of secresy, it 
was Jilinost impos.sible to trace the scandal to its 
origin ; because every jiersoii concerned must have 
promulgated her own breach of trust, in discovering 
her author of the rcfiort. 

I’cregrine, instead of allaying, rather exasjicrnted 
this contention, by an artlul distribution of Iiis 
attention among the competitors; well knowing, 
that, should liis rc'gard be converged into one point, 
he w’ould Eoon forfeit the pTeasur(‘ he enjoyed in 
sei'ing them at variance; for both jiarties would 
join agaiiist the common enemy, and his favourite 
would he persecuted by the whole coalition. He 
perceived, that, among the secret agents of scandal, 
none were so busy as tin* physicians, a class of 
animals who live in this place, like so many ravens 
hovering about a carcass, and even ply for employ¬ 
ment, like scullers at Jlungcrford stairs. The 
greatest part of them have correspondents in 
JiOndon, wlio make it their business to imiuire into 
th(* history, character, and distemper of every one 
that repaire to Rath, ior the ben(‘tit of the waters; 
and if they cannot ^irocure interest to reeoTnmend 
their medical friends to these patients before they 
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set out, they at least furnish them with a previous 
account of what they could collect, that their cor- 
rcspoiidents may use this intelligence for their own 
advantagt*. lly tliese means, and the assistance of 
flattery and assurance, tliey often insinuate them¬ 
selves into the acquaintance of strangers, and, by 
consulting their dispositions, become necessary and 
subservient to their prevailing passions. Ry their 
connexion with a])othecarieB and nurses, they are 
informed of all the private occurrences in each 
family, and therefore enabled to gratify the rancour 
of malice, amuse tlie sjilcen of peevish indisposition, 
and ciitcj’tain tlie eagerness of impertinent curi<»sity. 

In the course of tliese occupations, which fre¬ 
quently affected tlie reputation of our two adveii- 
turei>;, this whole body fell under the dis])leasure 
of our hero, who, after divers consultations with 
his friend, concerted a stratagem, which w'as 
practised upon the faculty in this manner. Among 
tiiosc wlio frequented tlic pump-room, was an old 
olficer, whose (enijuT, naturally impatient, was, by 
repeated attacks of the gout, w’hich Iiad almost 
deprived him of tlu* use of his limbs, sublimated 
into a remarkable degree of virulence and jier- 
verseness. He imputed the inveteracy of liis dis¬ 
temper to the inal-practicc of a surgeon who had 
administered to him, while he laboured under the 
consequences of an unfortunate amour; and this 
supposition had inspired him with an insurmount¬ 
able antipathy to uU the jirofessors of the medical 
art, which w'as more and more confirmed hy the 
information of a friend at London, who had told 
him, that it was a common practice among tlie 
physicians at Rath to dissuade their patients from 
drinking the water, that the euro, and in conse¬ 
quence tlieir attendance, might be longer protracted. 

Thus jireposscssed, he. had come to Hath, and, 
conformable to a few general instnictions he had 
received, used the waters without any farflicr 
direction, taking all occasions of manifesting his 
hatred and contempt of the sons of gEhculajuus, 
both by spc<-oh and gesticulations, and even l>y 
pursuing a regnnen (juite contrary to that whitli 
he knew they prescribed to others who seemed {<» 
be exaetly in his condition. Rut ho did not find his 
account lu this method, liow successful soever it 
may luive been in other cases. His complaints, 
instead of vanishing, were every day more and 
mor(‘ enraged; and at length he was confined to 
his lK‘d, where he lay blaspheming from mom to 
night, and from night to imirn, though still more de¬ 
termined than ever to adhere to his former maxims. 

In the mid&l of hi.s torture, which was become 
the common joke of the town, being circulated 
tlirougli the indu.stry of tlie jjhvsicians, who tri- 
uinph<*d in his disaster, Tcregrlne, by means of 
Ulr. J’ipos, cm plowed a country fellow, who had come 
to market, to run with great haste, early one morn¬ 
ing, to the lodgings of all tlie doctors in town, and 
desire tlicm to attend the colonel with all iuuigi- 
nabl<* despatch. In consequence of this .summons, 
the whole faeultj’^ put themselves in inolion; and 
three of tiic foremost arriving at the .“ame instant 
of time, far from comjilimenting one another with 
the door, each separately essayed to enter, and the 
whole triumvirate stuck in the pas.sage. While 
lliey remaiiH'd thus wedged together, tlu*y descried 
two of their brethren posting towards the same 
goal, with all the spet-d that God had enabled them 
to exert; upon which tliey came to a parley, and 
agreed to stand by one another. This covenant 
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being made, they disentangled themselves, and, in¬ 
quiring about the patient, were told by the servant 
that he had just fallen asleep. 

Having received this intelligence, they took pos¬ 
session of his andchambcr, and shut the door, while 
the rest of the tribe posted themselves on the out¬ 
side as^ they arrived; so that the whole passage 
was filled, from the top of the stair-case to the 
street-door; and the people of the house, together 
with the colonel’s servant, struck dumb with asto¬ 
nishment The three leaders of this learned gang 
had no sooner made their lodgment good, than they 
began to consult about the patient’s malady, which 
every one of them pretended to have considered 
with great care and assiduity. The first who gave 
Ills opinion, said, the distemper was an obstinate 
arthritis; the second affirmed, that if was no other 
than a confirmed pox; and the third swore it wjis 
an inveterate scurvy. This diversity of opiuions 
was supported by a variety of quotations from me¬ 
dical authors, ancient as well as modern ; but tliese 
were not of sufficient authority, or, at least, not 
explicit enough to decide tlie dispute; for there are 
many schisms in medicine, as well as in religion, 
and each sect can quote the fathers in supj)ort of 
the tenets they profess. In short, the contention 
rose to such a pitch of clamour, as not only alarmed 
the brethren on the stair, but also aw'aked the 
patient from the first nap he had enjoyed in the 
space of ton whole days. Had it been simply 
waking, he would have been obliged to them for 
the noise that disturbed him; for, in that case, he 
would have been relieved from the tortures of hell 
fire, to which, in his dream, he fancied himself ex¬ 
posed. Rut this dreadful vision had been the result 
of that impression which was made upon his brain 
by the intolerable anguish of his joints; so that, 
when he awaked, the pain, instead of being allayed, 
was rather aggravated by a grout acuteness of sen- 
satiori; and the confused vociferation in the next 
room invading his ears nt the same time, he began 
to think his dream was realized, and, in the pangs 
of despair, applied himself to a bell that stood by 
his bedside, which he rung with great violence and 
perseverance. 

This alarm put an immediate stop to the dispu¬ 
tation of the three doctors, who, upon this notice of 
his being awake, rushed into bis chamber without 
ceremony ; and two of them seizing his arms, the 
third made the like application to one of his tein- 
]>les. Jk'fore the patient could recollect himself 
from the amazement which had laid hold on him 
at this unexpected irruption, the nxim was filled by 
the rest of the faculty, who followed the servant 
that entered in obedience to his master’s call; and 
the bed was in a moment surrounded by these 
gaunt ministers of death. 7'he colonel seeing him¬ 
self beset with such an assemblage of solemn 
visages and figures, which he had always consi¬ 
dered with the ulinost detestation and abhorrence, 
was incensed to a most inexpressible degree of 
indignation; and so inspirited by his rage, that 
though his tongue denied its office, his other limbs 
performed their functions. He disengaged himself 
fniin the trumvirate, who had taken passession of 
Ins body, sprung out of bed with incredible agility, 
and, seizing one of bis crutches, applied it so effec¬ 
tually to one of the three, just ns he stooped to 
examine the patient's water, that his tie j>eriwig 
dropped into the pot, while he himself fell motion¬ 
less on the floor. 


This significant explanation disconcerted the 
whole fraternity; every man turned his face, as if 
: it were by instinct, towards the door; and the re¬ 
treat of the community being obstnicted by the 
efforts of individuals, confusion and tumultuous 
uproar ensued. For the colonel, far from limiting 
his prowess to the first exploit, handled his wea¬ 
pon witli astonishing vigour and dexterity, without 
respect of persons *, so that few or none of them 
had escaped without marks of his displeasure, when 
his spirits failed, and he sunk down again quite 
exhausted on his bed. Favoured by this respite, the 
discomfited laculty collected their hats and wigs, 
which had fallen off in the fray; and perceiving 
the assailant too much enfeebled to renew the 
attack, set up their throats together, and loudly 
threatened to prosecute him severely for such an 
outrageous assault. 

Ily this time the landlord had interposed; and, 
inquiring into the cause of the disturbance, was 
informed of what bad happened by the complainants, 
who, at the same time, giving him to understand 
that they had been severally summoned to attend 
the colonel that morning, he assured them that they 
had been imposed upon by some wag, for his lodger 
had never dreamed of consulting any one of their 
profession. 

Thunderstruck at this declaration, the general 
clamour instantaneously ceased; and each, in parti¬ 
cular, at once comj>rehending the nature of the joke, 
they sneaked silently off with the loss they hud 
sustain(‘d, in unutterable shame and mortification ; 
while Peregrine and, his friend, who took care to 
be passing that way by accident, made a full stop 
at sight of such an extraordinary efflux, and en¬ 
joyed the countenance and condition of every one 
as he appeared ; nay, even made up to some of those 
who seemed most affected with their situation, and 
misehievously tormented them with (|ue8tioiis, touch¬ 
ing this unusual congregation; then, in conse(|uence 
of the information they received from the landlord 
and the colonel's valet, subjected the sufferers to 
the ridicule of all the company in town. As it 
would have been imj) 0 ssible for the authors of this 
farce to keep themselves concealed from the inde¬ 
fatigable inquiries of the physicians, they made no 
secret of their having directed the whole ; though 
they took care to own it in such an ambiguous 
manner, as afforded no handle of prosecution. 

CIIAPTEK LXXI. 

PcreKrliK* humMcs a noted Hector, meets with n Btranpc 

Character at the House of a rcrtaiii Lady. 

Among those who never failed to reside at Rath 
during the season, was a certain person, who, from 
the most abject misery, hud, by his industry and 
art at play, amassed about fifteen thousand pounds; 
and tbough bis character w^as notorious, insinuated 
himself so far into the favour of what is called the 
best company, that very few private parties of 
pleasure took ])laee in which he w'as not principally 
concerned. He was of a gigantic stature, a most 
intrepid countenance; and his disposition, naturally 
overbearing, had, in the course of Ids adventures 
and success, acquired a mo.st intolerable degree of 
insolence and vanity. Ry the ferocity of his fea¬ 
tures, and audacity of his behaviour, he had obtained 
a reputation for the most undaunted courage, which 
had been confirmed by divers adventures, in which 
he had humbled the most assuming her.'es of hifl 
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own fraternity; so that he now reigned chief 
Hector of the place with unquestioned authority. 

With this son of fortune was Peregrine one even¬ 
ing engaged at play, and so successful, that he could 
not help informing his friend of his good luck. 
Godfrey, hearing the description of the loser, im¬ 
mediately recognised tlie person, whom he had 
known at Tunbridge; and assuring Pickle that he 
was a sharper of the first water, cautioned him 
against any further connexion with such a dange¬ 
rous companion, who, he affirmed, had suffered 
liini to win a small sum, that he might be encou¬ 
raged to lose a much greater sum upon some other 
occasion. 

Our young gentleman treasured up this advice ; 
and though he did not scruple to give the gamester 
an opportunity of retrieving liis loss, when he 
next day demanded his revenge, he absolutely ; 
refused to proceed after he had refunded his 
winning. The other, who considered him as a hot¬ 
headed unthinking youth, endeavoured to inflame 
his pride to a continuance of the game, by treating 
his skill with scorn and contempt; and, among 
other sarcastic expressions, advised him to go to 
school again, before he pretended to engage* with 
masters of the art. Our hero, incensed at his 
arrogance, replied with great warmth, that he 
knew liimself sufficiently (jualified for playing with 
men of honour, who deal upon the square, and 
hoped he should always deem it infamous either to 
learn or practise the tricks of a professed gamester. 

“ lliuod and thunder I meaning me, sir T cried this 
tirtist, raising his voice, and curling his visage into 
a most intimi(hiting frown. “ /ouuds! J'il cut the 
throat of any scoundrel who has the presumption 
to suppose tiiat i don’t play as honourably as e’er 
a nohiciuan in the kingdom: ami I insist upon an 
o\]>laiiation from you, sir; or, by hell and brimstone! 

J shall expect other sort of satisfaction.” Peregrine 
(whose blood by this time boiled within him) an¬ 
swered without hesitation, “Far from thinking 
your demand unreasonable, I wdll immediately 
explain myself without reserve, and tell you, that, 
upon unquestionable autliority, 1 believe you to be 
an impudent rascal and common cheat.” 

'I’he lI(*ctor was so amazed and confounded at 
tile freedom of this declaration, which he thought 
no man on eartli \vould venture to make in liis 
presence, that, for some minutes, lie could not 
recollect himself; but at length wliispered a chal¬ 
lenge in the ear of our hero, w bich wiis aeeordingly 
accepted. When they arrived next morning ujion 
tlie field, the gamester, arming his countenance 
with all its terrors, advanced with a sword of a 
monstrous length, and putting himself in a posture, 
Called aloud in a most terrific voice, “ Draw, d—n 
ye, draw; 1 will this instant send you to your 
fatliers.” Tlie youth was not slow in complying 
S’ith his desire; his weapon was unsheathed in a 
moment, and he began the attack with such un¬ 
expected spirit and address, that his a<lversary, 
having made shift with great difficulty to parry the 
first pass, retreated a few paces, and demanded a 
pa.’ley, in which he endeavoured to persuade the 
pung man, that to lay a man of his cliaraeter under 
the necessity of chastising his insolence, was the 
most rash and inconsiderate step that he could 
possibly have taken ; but that he had compassion 
upon his youth, and was willing to spare him if he 
would surrender his sword, and promise to ask 
pardon in public for the offence he had given. 


Pickle was so much exasperated at this unparalleled 
effrontery, that, without deigning to make the 
least reply, he flung his own hat in the proposer’s 
face, and renewed the charge with such undaunted 
agility, that the gamester, finding himself in mani¬ 
fest hazard of his life, lietook himself to his heels, 
and fled homewards with incredible speed, being 
closely pursued by Peregrine, who, having sheathed 
his sword, pelted him with stones as he ran, and 
compelled him to go, that same day, into banish¬ 
ment from Patli, where ho had domini'cred so long. 

Py this achievement, whieh was the subject of 
I astonishment to all the company, who had looked 
' upon tlie fugitive as a person of heroic courage, our 
mlventurer s reputation was rendered formidable 
in all its circumstances ; although he thereby dis¬ 
obliged a good many people of fashion, who lind 
contracted an intimacy of friendship with the 
exile, and who resented his disgrace, as if it had 
been the misfortune of u worthy man. T'hose 
generous patrons, liowever, bore a very small 
pniyiortion to those who were pleased with the event 
of the duel; becuuse, in the course of their residence 
at Path, they had either bei‘n in.sulted or defrauded 
by the challenger. "Nor was this instance of our 
hero’s courugi* nnaeeeyiTahle to the ladies, few of 
whom could now resist the tmited force of such 
necompJishments. Indeed, ueltlu r I e nor liis friend 
(-odlVey would have found mueli difficulty in 
ji 'king up an agreeable companion for life; but 
Gauntlet’s heart was pre-engaged to fcophy ; and 
Fickle, exclusive of his attachment to Emily, which 
was stronger than he himself imagined, possessed 
su('h a shari' of ambition us could nut be satisfied 
with the conquest of auy female he beheld at Path. 

His visits W’ere, thercfo»'e, promiscuous, without 
any other view thau that of amusement; and 
tliough his pride was flattered by the advances of 
the fair, whom he had captivated, lie never har¬ 
boured one tlzought of proceeding beyond the 
limits of common gallantry, and carefully avoided 
all particular explanations. Put, what above all 
other enjoyments yielded him the most agreeable 
entertainment, was the secret history of eluirueters, 
w'hii'b he learned from a \er} extraordiiuir} person, 
with wliom he beeame acquainted in this manner. 

Being at the liouse of a certain lady on a visiting 
day, he w'as struck with tlie iippearanee of an old 
man, who no sooner entered the room than tlie 
mistn'ss of the house very kindly dchired one of 
tlic wits present to roast the old put. This petit- 
inaitre, proud of the emjdoyinent, went up to the 
senior, w’ho had something extremely peculiar and 
significant in his eountenanee, and saluting him 
with divers fashionable congees, accosted him \n 
these words: “Your servant, you old rasouL I 
hope to have the honour of seeing you l ang’d. I 
vow to Gad! you look extremely shocking, with 
these gummy eyt's*, lanthorn jaws, unu toothlesi 
chaps. Wliat! you squint at the ladies, you old 
rotten medlar? Yes, yes, we understand your 
ogling; but you must content youreelf with a 
eookmaid, sink me 1 1 see you want to sit. These 
wither’d shanks of yours tremble under their bur¬ 
den ; but you must have a little patience, old Hirco; 
indeed you must. I intend to mortify you a little 
longer, curse me!” 

'riic company was so tickled with this address, 
whieh was delivert'd with much grimace and ges¬ 
ticulation, that they burst out into a loud fit of 
laughter, which they fathered upon a monkey that 
u 
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vras chained in the room ; and, when the peal was 
over, the wit renewed the attack in these words: 
“ I suppose you are fool enough to think this mirth 
was occasioned by Pug. Ay, there he is; you had 
best survey him j he is of your own family, switch 
me. But the laugh was at your expense; and 
you ought to thank Heaven for making you so 
ridiculous.” While he uttered these ingenious 
ejaculations, the old gentleman bowed alternately 
to him and the monkey, that seemed to grin and 
chatter in imitation of the beau, and, with an arch 
solemnity of visage, pronounced, “ Gentlemen, as I 
have not the honour to understand your com* 
pUments, they will be much better bestowed on 
each other.” So saying, he seated himself and had 
the satisfaction to see the laugh returned upon the 
aggressor, who remained confounded and abashed, 
and in a few minutes left the room, muttering, as 
he retired, “ The old fellow grows scurrilous, stap 
my breath.” 

While Peregrine wondered in silence at this 
extraordinary scene, the lady of the house per¬ 
ceiving his surprise, gave him to understand, that 
the ancient visitant was utterly bereft of the sense 
of hearing; that his name was Cadwallader Crab¬ 
tree ; his disposition altogether misanthropical; 
and that he was admitted into company on account 
of entertainment he afforded by his sarcastic ob¬ 
servations, and the pleasant mistakes to which he 
was subject from his infirmity. Nor did our hero 
wait a long time for an illustration of this odd 
character. Every sentence he spoke was replete 
with gall; nor did his satire consist in general 
reflections, but a series of remark.s, which had 
been made tlirough the medium of a most whimsical 
peculiarity of opinion. 

Among those who were present at this assembly 
was a young oflicer, who having, by dint of interest, 
obtained a seat in the lower house, thought it 
incumbent upon him to t^ilk of aflairs of state ; and 
accordingly regaled the company with an account 
of a secret expedition which the Prencli were 
busied in preparing; assuring them, that he had it 
from the mouth of the minister, to whom it had 
been transmitted by one of his agents abroad. Jn 
descanting upon the particulare of the armament, 
he observed, that they had twenty ships of the line 
ready manned and victualled at Brest, which were 
destined for Toulon, where they would he joined by 
as many more; and from thence proceed to the 
execution of their scheme, which he imparted as a 
secret not fit to be divulged. 

This piece of intelligence being commnnicuted to 
all the company except Mr. Crabtree, who suffered 
by his loss of hearing, that cynic was soon after 
accosted by a lady, who, by means of an artificial 
alphabet, formed by a certain conjunction and 
disposition of the fingers, asked if he had lieard 
any extraordinary news of late? Cadwallader, 
with his usual complaisance, replied, that he sup¬ 
posed she took him for a courier or spy, by teasing 
him eternally with that question. lie then expatiated 
upon the foolish curiosity of mankind, which, he 
■aid, must eitlier proceed from idleness or want of 
ideas; and repeated almost verbatim the officer’s 
information, a vague ridiculous report invented by 
some ignorant coxcomb, who wanted to give him¬ 
self airs of importance, and believed only by those 
who were utterly nnacquainted with the politics 
and strength of the French nation. 

Id confirmation of what he had advanced, he 


endeavoured to demonstrate how impossible it most 
be for that people to fit out even the third part of 
such a navy, so soon after the losses they had sus* 
tained during thew^ur; and confirmed his proof [ly 
asserting, that to his certain knowledge, the har¬ 
bours of Brest and Toulon could not at that time 
produce a squadron of eight ships of the line. 

The member, wdio was an utter stranger to tliis 
misanthrope, hearing his own asseverations treated 
with such contempt, glowed with coufusion and re¬ 
sentment, and raising his voice, began to defend 
his own veracity, with great eagerness and trepi¬ 
dation, mingling with his arguments many bluster¬ 
ing invectives against the insolence and ill-manners 
of his supposed contradictor, who sat with the most 
mortifying composure of countenance, till the offi¬ 
cer’s patience was quite exhausted; and then, to 
the manifest increase of his vexation, he was in¬ 
formed, that his antagonist was so deaf, that in all 
probability, the last trumpet would mt^e no im¬ 
pression upon him, without a previous renovation 
of his organs. 

CHAPTER LXXTI. 

He cultivates an Acquaintance with the MisanthTO|»e, who 
favours him with a short Sketch of his own History. 

Peregrine was extremely well pleased with this 
occasional rebuke, which occurred so seasonably, 
that he could scarce believe it accidental. He 
looked upon C/adwallader as the greatest curiosity 
he had over known, and cultivated the old man’s 
acquaintance with such insinuating address, that in 
less than a fortnight he obtained his confidence. 
As they one day walked into the fields togctlier, 
the manhater disclosed himself in these words: 
“ Though the term of our conurmuication lias been 
but short, you must have perceived, that I treat you 
with uncommon marks of regard; which, 1 assure 
you, is not owing to your personal accomplish¬ 
ments, nor the pains you take to ob!ig<j me; for the 
first 1 overlook, and tlie last i see through. But 
there is something in your disjjosition which indi¬ 
cates a rooted couleinpt for tlie world, and I under¬ 
stand you have made some successful efforts in 
exposing one part of it to the ridieule of the other. 
It is upon this assurance that 1 ofler you my advice 
and assistance, in prosecuting other schemes of the 
same nature; and to convince you that such an 
alliance is not to be rejected, T will now give you a 
short sketch of my hi.story, which will he published 
after my deatli, in forty-seven volumes of my own 
compiling. 

“ I was born about forty miles from this place, 
of parents, who, having a very old family name to 
support, bestowed their whole fortune on my elder 
brother; so that I iuherited of my fatluT little else 
than a large share of choler, to wliich I am indebted 
for a great many adventures that did not always 
cud to my satisfaction. At the age of eighteen i 
was sent up to town, with a recommendation to a 
certain peer, who found means to amuse me with 
the promise of a commission for seven whole years; 
and ’tis odds but I should have made my fortune by 
my perseverance, had not I been arrested, and 
thrown into the Marshalsea by my landlord, on 
whose credit I had subsisted three years, offer my 
father had renounced me as an idle vagabond 
nierc 1 remained six months, among those pri¬ 
soners who have no other support th/ui chance 
charity; and contracted a very valuable acquaint* 
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auce. ■which was of great service to me in the future 
emergencies of my life. 

“ 1 was no sooner discharged, in consequence of 
an act of parliament for the relief of inKolvent 
debtors, than I ■w'cMit to the house of iny creditor, 
■whom I cudgelled without mercy ; and, that ] might 
leave nothing undone of those things which I ought 
to have done, my next stage was to Westminster- 
hall, where I waited until my patron came forth 
from the house, and saluted him with a "blow that 
laid him senseless on the pavement But my re¬ 
treat w'as not so fortunate us I could have wished. 
The chairmen and lacqueys in waiting having sur¬ 
rounded and disarmed me in a trice, J was com¬ 
mitted to Newgate, and loaded with cliains; and a 
very sagacious gentleman, who was afterwards 
hanged, having sat in judgment upon my case, 
pronounced me guilty of a capital crime, and fore¬ 
told my condemnation at the Old Bailey. His 
prognostic, however, was disappointed; for nobody 
appearing to prosecute me at the next sessions, 1 
was discharged by order of the court. It would bo 
impossible for me to recount, in the compass of one 
days conversation, all the particular exploits of 
which I bore considerable share. Suffice it to say, 

I have been, at different times, prisoner in all the 
jails within the bills of mortality. I have broke 
iVom every round-house on iliis side Tomi)le-bar. 
No bailiff; in the da}s of my youth and desperation, 
durst execute a writ upon me without a dozen of 
followers; and the justices themselves trembled 
when 1 was brought before them. 

“I was once maimed by a carman, with ■whom I 
quarrelled, because he ridiculed my leek on Ht. 
David's day; my skull was fractured by a butcher’s 
cleaver on tlie like occasion. I have been run 
through the body five times, and lost the tip of my 
left ear by a jfistol bullet. In a rencontre of this 
kind, having left my antagonist for dead, I was wise 
enough to make my retreat into Kranee; and a few 
da)B after my arrival at I’aris, entering into con¬ 
versation will) Siuuc offieers on the hubj(‘ct of poli¬ 
tics, a dispute arose, in which 1 lOvSt ni} temper, 
and spoke so irreverently of the (jrimh mmarijne, 
that next moriiing I was sent to the Bastile, by 
virtue of a letirv ilv ruclu'i. 'j'iicre I remained for 
some inonth-s deprived of all intercourse with ra¬ 
tional creatures; a eircuinstancc for which I was 
not sorry, as 1 had the more tim%to project schemes 
of revenge against the tyrant who confined me, and 
tlje wretch who had betrayed my private conver¬ 
sation. Hut tired, at length, with these fruitless 
suggc-stions, 1 was fain to unbend the severity of 
my thouglits by a correspondence wdth some indus¬ 
trious spiders, who had hung my dungeon with 
their ingenious labours. 

“ I considered tlieir work with such attention, 
that I soon became an adopt in the mystery of 
weaving, and furnished myself with as many useful 
observations and^ reflections on that art, as will 
compose a very curious treatise, which I intend to 
bequeath to the Royal Society, for the benefit of 
our woollen manufacture; and this with a view to 
perpetuate my own name, rather than befriend my 
country. For, thank Heaven! I am weaned from 
all attachments of that kind, and look upon myself 
as one very little obliged to any society whatsoever. 
Although I presided with absolute power over this 
long-legged community, and distributed rewards 
and punishments to each, according to bis deserts, 

I gtew impatient of xny situation ; and my natural 


[ disposition one day prevailing, like a fire which 
had long been smothered, I wreaked the fury of 
my indignation upon my innocent subjects, and in 
a twinkling de.stroycd the whole race. While 1 
! was employed in this general niassacre, the turnkey 
: who brought me foo(l, opened the door, and per¬ 
ceiving my ti’ansport, shrugged up bis shoulders, 
and leaving my allowance, went out, pronouncing, 
Le pauvre tliable I la tvte lui tonrnL Wy passion no 
sooner subsided than J resolved to profit by this 
opinion of the jailor, and from that day counter¬ 
feited lunacy with such success, than in less than 
three months I was delivered from the Hastile, and 
sent to the galleys, in wliich tbey thought my 
bodily vigour might be of service, although the 
faculties of my mind were decayed. Before 1 was 
chained to the oar, I received three hundred stripes 
by way of welcome, that I might thereby he ren¬ 
dered more tractable, notwithstanding 1 used all 
the arguments in my j>ower to persuade tlicm I was 
only mad north north-west^ and, when the wind 7ms 
sovtherhf, hnew a hawk from a hand-saw, 

“ In our second cruise we had the good fortune 
to be overtaken by a tempest, during which the 
slaves were unbound, tliat they might contribute 
the more to the preservation of the galley, and have 
a chance for their lives, in case of shipwreck. We 
were no sooner at liberty, than, making ourselves 
masters of the vessel, we robbed the ofSeers, and 
ran her on shore among rocks on the coast of 
Portugal; from whence 1 hastened to Lisbon, with 
a view of obtaining my passage in some slii}) bound 
for England, where, by this time, I ho)>ed my affair 
was forgotten. 

But, before this scheme could be accomplished, 
my evil genius led me into company; and being 
intoxicated, 1 began to broach doctrines on the 
subject of religion, atwhieh some of the imrty were 
scandalized and incensed; and I was next day 
dragged out of bed by the officers of the Inqui.M- 
tion, and conveyed to a cell in the prison belonging 
to that tribunal. 

At my first examination, my resentment was 
strong enough to support mo under the torture, 
which 1 endured without flinching; but my reso¬ 
lution abated, and my zeal imniediat{‘ly cooled, 
when I understood from a fellow-prisoner, who 
groaned on the other side of tlie partition, that in a 
short time there would be an auto da fc; in con¬ 
sequence of which I should, in all probability, be 
doomed to the flames, if I would not renounce my 
heretical errors, and submit to such penance as the 
church should think fit to prt'seribe. This miser¬ 
able wretch was convicted of Judaism, which he 
had privately practised by connivance for many 
years, until he had amassed a fortune sufficient to 
attract the regard of the church. To this he fell a 
sacrifice, and accordingly prepared himself for the 
stake; while I, not at all ambitious of the crown of 
martyrdom, resolved to temporize. So that, when 
I was brought to the question the second time, 1 
made a solemn recantation. As I had no worldly 
fortune to obstruct my salvation, I was received 
into the bosom of the church, and, by way of 
penance, enjoined to walk barefoot to Rome in the 
habit of a pilgrim. 

During my peregrination through Spain, I was 
detained as a spy, until I could procure credentials 
from the Inquisition at Lisbon; and behaved with 
such resolution and reserve, that, after being 
released. X was deemed a proper person to be 
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employed In quality of a secret intelligencer at a 
certain court. This office I undertook without 
hesitation; and being furnished with money and 
bills of credit, crossed the Pyrenees, with intention 
to revenge myself upon tlic Spaniards for the seve¬ 
rities I had undergone during my captivity. 

Having therefore effectually disguised myself by 
a change of dress, and a large i)ateli on one eye, I 
hired an equipage, and appeared at Jlologna in 
quality of an itinerant jffiysician; in which capacity 
1 succeeded tolerably well, till niy servants d<*- 
camped in the night with my baggage, and left me 
in the condition of Adam. In short, 1 have tra¬ 
velled over the greatest part of Europe, as a beggar, 
pilgrim, priest, soldier, gamester, and quack; and 
felt the extremes of indigence and opulence, with 
the inclemency of weather in all its \ icissitudes. 1 
have learned that the chanveters of mankind arc 
every where the same; that common sense and 
honesty bear an infinitely small proportion to folly 
and vice; and that life is at best a paltry province. 

After having suffered inmnnerahlc hardships, 
dangers, and disgraces, I returned to London, 
where I lived some years in a garret, and picked 
up a subsistence, such as it W’as, by vending purges 
in the streets, from the back of a pied horse; in 
which situation I used to harangue the mob in 
broken English, under pretence of being an High 
German doctor. 

At last an uncle died, by whom I inherit an 
estate of tliree hundred pounds jier annum, though, 
in his lifetime, he would not have parted with a 
sixpence to save my soul and body from perdition. 

I now appear in tin* world, not as a iiH^mber of 
any community, or what is called asocial creature, 
hut merely as a spectalor, who entertains hnnsell’ 
with the grimaces of a »Jaek pudding, and banquets 
hisspleeii in behohling his enemies at loggerheads, 
'rhat T may enjoy this disjiosilion, ahstraeled from 
all interruption, danger, and participation, 1 feign 
myself deaf; ati expedic^nt by which 1 not ordy 
avoid all disputes and their cons<MjucTices, but also 
become master of a tlionsand little secrets, wliich 
are every day vdiispered in my presence, without 
any suspicion of their being oveiheurd. You saw how 
T handled that shallow'politician at iny Lady Flau- 
sible’s tlu* other da}-. 'Hie same method I jjractise 
upon the crazed Tory, tlu* bigot Whig, the sour 
supercilious pedant, the petulant critic, the bluster¬ 
ing coward, the faw'ning tool, the pert piinji, sly 
fiharjxT, and every other species of knaves and 
fools, with whieli this kingdom abounds. 

In consequence of my rank and eharaet(‘r, I 
obtain fr(*e admission to the ladies, among whom I 
have acquired iJic appellation of the Scandalous 
('hronicle. As I nm eousidcred, while siient, in 
no other light than that of a focjtstool or elbow* 
ciiair, they divest their conversation of all restraint 
b<*{bre me, and gratify my sense of hearing willi 
strange things, which, if I could prevail iqxm my¬ 
self to give the world that satisfaction, w'oidd com¬ 
pose a curious piece of secret history, and exhibit a 
<pute difterent idea of characters from what is 
commonly entertained. 

Ey this time, young gentleman, you may per¬ 
ceive, that I have it in my power to be a valuable 
correspondent, and that it will be your interest to 
deserve my confidence. 

Here the misanthrope left off speaking, desirous 
to know the sentiments of our hero, who embraced 
the proffered alliance in a transport of joy and 


snri)rise; and the treaty was no sooner concluded, 
than Mr. Crabtree began to perfonn articles, by 
imparting to him a thousand delicious secrets, from 
1 the possession of which he promised himself in¬ 
numerable scenes of mirth and enjoyment. Hy 
means of this associate, whom he considered as the 
ring of Gyges, he foresaw*, that he should be enabled 
to penetrate, not only into the chambers, but even 
to the inmost tlionghts of the female sex. In order 
to ward off suspicion, they agreed to revile each 
other in public, and meet at a certain i)rivate ren 
dezvoiis, to communieale their mutual discoverie.s, 
and concert their future operations. 

In consecpicnce of a letter from Lieutenant Hatch¬ 
way, representing the dangerous situation of the 
commodore, rcregrino took a hasty leave of his 
friends, and departed immediately for the garrison 

CIIAFTER LXXin. 

Perc^rrine arrives at the Garrison, when* he receives t]ie hi'^t 
.'winutnitions of Coiiiniodore Trunnion, wlio next (!:iy re¬ 
signs his brcatli, and is huned tu-fording to Iiis own 
directions—Some Gentlemen in the Coiintry make a fruit 
Jess attempt to accommodatf matters betwixt Mr. (Jamaliel 
I’u'klc and liis eldest Sou. 

About four o'clock in the morning our hero 
arrived at the garrison, where he found his generous 
uncle in extrciiiity, supported in bed by .Julia on 
om* side, and Lieutenant Ilatcinvay on the other, 
while Mr. .loiter administered spirilual coubolation 
to his soul; and between wliiles eoinforted Mrs. 
'Prunnion, who, with lier maid, sat hy the fire, 
w'eeping with great decorum : the jjhvsiciaii having 
just taken his last fee, and retired, after pronouneing 
the fatal prognostic, in whicb he atixiously wishecl 
he might be mislaken. 

Though the commodore’s speech was internij^ted 
by a violent hieeiip, he still refiiined the use of his 
senses; and, when reregriiie ajiproached, stretched 
out his hand with manifest signs of .satisfaetiou. 
'J'he young gentleman, who.se heart overllowed 
with gratitude and affection, could not behold such 
a spectacle unmoved. lie endeavoured to conceal 
his tenderness, which, in the wildness of hi.s 
youth, and the jiridc of his dispo.sition, he con¬ 
sidered as a derogation from his manhood ; but, in 
spite of all his endeavours, the tears gushed from 
his eyes, while lu^issed llie old man’s hand; and 
he was so utterly disconcerted by his grief, that, 
when he attempted to speak, his tongue denied its 
oflice;—so that the commodore, iierceiving his dis¬ 
order, made a last oflbrt of strength, and consoled 
liim in these words:—“ Swab the spray from your 
bowsprit, my good lad, and coil up your spirits. 
You must not let the toplifts of your licart give 
way, because you sei* m(; ready to go down at those 
years. Many a better man bus foundered before 
he has made half my way; thof J trust, by the 
mercy of God, I shall be sure in port in a vc-ry few 
glasses, and fast moored iu a most blessed riding; 
for my good friend .loiter hath overhauled the 
journal of my sins, and, by the observation he hath 
taken of the state of my soul, 3 hope. I shall iuippily 
conclude my voyage, and be brought up in the 
latitude of heaven. Here has been a doctor that 
wanted to stow me chock full of physic; hut, when 
a man’s hour is come, what signifies his taking his 
departure with a ’pothecary’s shop in his hold. 
Those fellows come alongside of dying men, like 
the incsscnfircrR of the admiralty with sailing orders t 



rERlJGlUNE PICKLE. 


2liu 


but I told him as how 1 could slip my cable with¬ 
out his direction or assistance, and so he hauled off 
in dudgeon. This cursed hiccup makes such a rip¬ 
pling in the current of iiiy speech, that mayhap you 
don’t understand what J say. Now, while the sucker 
of my wind-pump will go, 1 would willingly inetuion 
a few things, which 1 hope you will set down in the 
log-hook of your remembrance, when I am stiff, 
d’ye see. ^’here’s your auut sitting whimpering 
by the fire; 1 desire you will keep her tight, warm, 
and ea.sy in her old age; she’s an honest hear^ in 
herow'ii way, and, thof she goe.s a little crank and 
humoursome, by being often overstowed with 
Nantz and religion, she has be(*n a faithful ship¬ 
mate to me, and 1 dare say never turned in w'ith 
another man since we first embarked in the same 
bottom. »Jaek Hatchway, you know the trim of 
her as well as e’er a man in England, and I believe 
she has a kindness for you; wliereby, if jou two 
will grapple in the w’ay of matrimony, whom 1 am 
gone, 1 do su)>posi- tliat my godson, for love of me, 
will allow you ^o live in the garrison all the days of 
your life.’’ 

Peregrine assured him, he would with i)leasure 
comply W'ith any reepiest he should make in behalf 
of tw'o jjersons whom he esteemed so much. I’he 
lieutenant, with a waggish siu'cr, wiiich even the 
gravity of the situation could not prevent, thanked 
them both for tlieir good-will, telling the commo¬ 
dore, he w'as nbligeil to him for his friendship, in 
seeking to promote him to tlie command of a vessel 
which he himself hud wore out in the service*; but 
[hat, notwithstanding, he should be content to take 
riiarge of her, though he could not help being shy 
>f coming after such an able navigator. 

'rrunmon, exliausted as he was, smiled at this 
'ally, and, after some pause, resumed his odinoui- 
ious in this inanuer: --** I need not talk of Pipes, 
heeause 1 know you’ll do for him without any 
recommendation ; the fellow has sailed with me in 
iiiuny a iiard gale, and I’ll warrant him as stout a 
-eaman as ever set face to the weather. Put 1 hope 
vou'll t.ilvi* care of the rest of my crew, and not 
lisrate them after I am dea<l, in favour of new 
i'oilowors. Asforthat \oungwoman,Ned Gauntlet's 
laughter, I’m Informed as bow she's an excellent 
vvimeli, and has a respect for you; w’hereby, if you 
run her on board in an unlawful way, 1 leave my 
?urse upon j ou. and trust you w ill never prosper in 
'he voyage of life. Hut I believe you are more of 
m honest man, tlian to bidiave so nmeh iik<‘ a 
pirate. I beg of all love you wool take care of 
your constitution, and beware of running foul of 
iiarlots, who are no better than .so many mermaids, 
liat sit upon roeks in the S(‘a, and hang out a fair 
face for the destruction of passengers; thof I must 
-.ay, for my own part, 1 never met with any of 
'hose sweet singers, and yet 1 liave gone to sea for 
the space of thirty yeans. Hut how’somever, steer 
your course clear of all such brimstone h —es. Shun 
going to law, as you w'oulcl shun the devil; and 
look tipon all attorneys as devouring sharks, or 
ravenous fish of prey. As soon us the breath is 
out of my body, let minute guns be fired, till 1 am 
safe under ground. I would also be buried iu the 
red jacket 3 had on when I boarded and took the 
Uenummy. Let my pistols, cutlass, and pocket 
compass be laid in the coffin along with me. Let 
me be carried to the grave by my own men, rigged 
in the black caps and white shirts which my barge’s 
3 rew were wont to wear; and they must keep a 


good look-out, that none of your pilfering ras 
callions may come and heave me up again, for the 
lucre of wliat they cun get, until the carcass is 
belayed by a tombstone. As for the motto, or what 
you cull it, I leave that to you and Mr. Jolter, who 
are scholars; but 1 do desire, that it may not be 
engraved in the Gre(*k or 3.atin lingos, and much 
k‘ss in the French which I abominate, but in plain 
JOnglish, that, when the angel comes to pipe all 
hands, at the great day, he may know that I am a 
Jlritish man, and .speak to me in my mother tongue. 
And now I have no more to say, but God iu heaven 
have mercy upon my soul, and send you all fair 
M’eather, wheresoever you are hound.” So saying, he 
regarded every individual around him with a look 
of eomplacemy, and closing his eye, comjiosed him 
self to rest, while the whole audience, Pipes himself 
not excepted, were melted with sorrow ; and Mrs. 
Trunnion consented to quit the room, that she 
might not be expo.sed to the unspeakable anguish 
of seeing him expire. 

His last moments, however, were not so near as 
they imagined. He began to dose, and enjoyed 
small intervals of east*, till next day in the after¬ 
noon ; (luring which remissions, he was heard to 
pour forth many iiious t*jacuIations, expressing his 
hope, that, for all the heavy cargo of his sins, he 
should be able to surmount the puttoek-.shrouds of 
despair, and get aloft to the cross-trees of God’s 
good favour. At last his voice sunk so low as not 
to be distinguished; and, having hiin alxiut an 
hour, almost without any jieveeptihle signs of life, 
he gave up the ghost with a groan, which amiouiieed 
his decease. 

Julia was no sooner certified of this melancholy 
event, than she ran to her aunt's chamber, weeping 
aloud; and immediately n very decent concert was 

f edbrmed by the good widow and her attendants. 

'eregrine and Ilatehwav retired till the corpse 
should be laid out; and Pipes having surveyed tlie 
body, with a face of rueful attention,—“ "Well fare 
thy soul I old Hawser Trunnion;” said he, “man 
and hoy 1 have known thee these five-and-thirty 
years, and sure a truer heart never broke biscuit. 
Many a hard gale hast thou weathered; but now 
thy spt'lls are ail over, and thy hull fairly laid up. 
A better comniand(*v I'd never desire to serve; and 
who knows but 1 may help to set up thy stamViug 
rigging in another world?” 

All the servants of the house wtre affected with 
the loss of tlieir old master; and the poor people 
in the neighbourhood assembled at the gate, and, 
by repeated bowlings, expressed their sorrow for 
the death of their charitable benefa(‘1or. P(‘regrino, 
though he felt evcrytliing which love and gratitude 
could inspire on this occasion, was not so much 
overwhelmed w ith affliction, as to bo incapable of 
taking the management of the family into his own 
hands. He gave directions about the funeral with 
great discretion, after having paid the com]diinent8 
of condolence to his aunt, wlioni he consoled with 
the assurance of his inviolable esteem and affection. 
He ordered a .suit of mourning to be made for 
every person in the garrison, and invited all the 
neighbouring gentlemen to the burial, not even 
excepting his father and brother Gam, who did not, 
however, honour the ceremony with their presence; 
nor was his mother humane enough to visit her 
sister-in-law in her distress. 

In the method of interment, the commodore’s 
injunctions were obeyed to a tittle; and at the same 
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time oar hero made a domition of fifty pounds to ’ 
the poor of the parish, as a benefaction which his ' 
uncle had forgot to bequeath. 

Having performed these obsequies with the most ! 
pious punctuality, he examined the will, to which 
there was no addition since it had been first exe¬ 
cuted, adjusted the payment of all the legacies, and, 
being sole executor, took an account of the estate ' 
to which he had succeeded, which, after all deduc¬ 
tions, amounted to thirty thousand pounds. The 
possession of such a fortune, of which he was 
absolute master, did not at all contribute to the 
humiliation of his spirit, but inspired him with new 
ideas of grandeur and magnificence, and elevated 
hib hope to the highest pinnacle of expectation. 

His domestic afluirs being settled, he was visited 
by almost all the gentlemen of the country, who 
came to pay their compliments of congratulation ' 
on his accession to the estate; and some of them 
offered their good offices towards a reconciliation 
betwixt his father and him, induced by the general 
detestation wliich was entertained for his brother 
Gam, who was by this time looked upon by his 
neighbours as a prodigy of insolence and malice. 
Our young squire thanked them for their kind 
proposal, which he accepted; and old Gamaliel, at 
tlieir entreaties, seemed very well disposed to any 
accommodation; but, as he would not venttirc to 
declare himself before he had consulted his wife, 
his favourable disposition was rendered altogetlier 
ineffectual, by the instigations of that implueable 
woman; and our hero resigned all expectation of 
being reunited to his faflier’s house. Tlis brother, 
as usual, took all opportunities of injuring his 
character, by false aspersions, and stories misre¬ 
presented, in order to prejudice his reputation; nor 
■was his sister i7ulia suffered to enjoy her good fortune 
ill peace. Had ho undergone such i)crsecution from 
an ulieu to his blood, the world would have heard 
ofliis revenge; but, notwithstanding his indigna¬ 
tion, he was too much tinctured by the prejudices 
of consanguinity, to lift his arm in judgment against 
the son of his owu parents; and this consideration 
abridged the tenn of his residence at the garrison, 
wdiere he had proposed to stay tor some months. 

CHAI^TER LXXIV. 

The young Genliemaa having aettled iiis domestic Airnirs, 

arrives in London, and sets up a gay Equipage. lie meets 
with Emilia, and is introduced to her Uncle. 

Ills aunt, at the earnest solicitations of Julia and 
her husband, took up her quarters at the house of 
that affectionate kinswoman, who made it lier chief 
study to comfort and cherish the disconsolate widow; 
and Joiter, in expectation of the living, which was 
not yet vacant, remained in garrison, in quality of 
land-steward upon our hero's country estate. As 
for the lieutenant, our young gentleman communed 
with Mm in a serious manner, about the commo¬ 
dore’s prop<i8al of taking Mrs. Trunnion to wife; 
and Jack, being quite tired of the solitary situation 
of a bachelor, which nothing hut the company of his 
old commander could have enabled him to supportso 
long, far from discovering aversion to the match, 
observed with an arch smile, that it was not tlie 
a vessel in the absence 
of Captain Trunnion; and therefore, if the widow 
was willing, he would cheerfully stand by her helm, 
and, as he hoped the duty would not be of long 
continuance, do his endeavour to steer her safe into 


port, where the commodore might come on board, 
and take charge of her again. 

In consequence of this declaration, it was deter¬ 
mined that Mr. Hatchway should make his addresses 
to Mrs. Trunnion as soon as decency would per¬ 
mit her to receive them; and Mr. Clover and his 
wife promised to exert their influence in his behalf. 
Meanwhile Jack was desired to live at the castle 
as usual, and assured, that it should be put wholly 
in his possession, as soon as he should be able to 
accomplish this matrimonial scheme. 

Wlien Peregrine had settled all these points to 
his own satisfaction, he took leave of all his friends, 
and, repairing to the great city, purchased a new 
chariot and horses, put Pipes and another lacquey 
into rich liveries, took elegant lodgings in Pall- 
Mall, and made a most remarkable appearance 
among the people of fashion. It w^as owing to this 
equipage, and the gaiety of his personal deport¬ 
ment, thatcommon fame, which is always a coiunion 
liar, represented him as a young gentleman who had 
just succeeded to an estate of five thousand pounds 
per mmamy by the death of an uncle ; that he was 
entitled to an equal fortune at the decease of his 
own father, exclusive of two considerable jointures, 
which would devolve upon Mm at the demise of 
his mother and aunt. Tliis report, false and ridi¬ 
culous as it was, lie could not find in his heart to 
contradict. Mof hut that he was soir^ to find him¬ 
self so misrp]>resented; hut his vanity would not 
allow him to take any step that might dimlnisli 
his imimrtaneo in the oi)inion of those ■who courted 
his acquaintance, on the supposition that his cir- 
cumstanccK were actually us uflluent as they Mere 
said to be. Nay, so much was he infatuated by 
tliis Mcakiiess, that he resolved to encourage tlie 
deception, by living up to llie report; and accord¬ 
ingly engaged in the most expensive parties of 
})lea8ure, believing that, before his present finances 
should be exhausted, his fortune would be cflectu- 
ally made, by the jjersonal accomplishments he 
should have occasion to display to the beau monde 
in the course of i)is extravagance. In a Mord, 
vanity and i)ride were the ruling foibles of our ad¬ 
venturer, who imagined himself sufficiently quali¬ 
fied to retrieve his fortune in various shajics, long 
before he could have any idea of want or difficulty'. 
He thought he should have it in his power, at any 
time, to make prize of a rich heiress, or opulent 
widow; his ambition hud already aspired to the 
heart of a young handsome duchess dowager, to 
W'hosc acquaintance he had found means to be intro¬ 
duced ; or, should matrimony chance to be unsuit¬ 
able to his inclinations, he never doubted, that, by 
the interest he might ac<juirc among the nobility, 
he should be favoured with some lucrative post, 
that would amply recompense him tor the liber- 
ality of his disposition. There are many joung 
men who entertain the same expectations, with half 
the reason he had to be so presumptuous. 

In the midst of these chimerical calculations, Ms 
passion for Emilia did not subside; but, on tlie 
contrary, began to rage with such an inflammation 
of desire, that her idea interfered with every other 
reflection, and absolutely disabled him from prose¬ 
cuting the other lofty schemes which his imagina¬ 
tion had projected. He therefore laid down the 
honest resolution of visiting her in all the splendour 
of his situation, in order to practice upon her virtue 
with ail his art and address, to the utmost extent 
' of his affluence and fortune. Nay, so effectually 
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had his guilty passion absorbed lus principles of 
honour, conscience, luinianity, and regard for the 
commodore’s last ^vo^ds, that he >vas base enough 
to rejoice ut the absence of his friend Godfrey, who, 
being then with his regiment in Ireland, could not 
dive into his purpose, or take measures for frustrat¬ 
ing his -vicious design. 

Fraught with these heroic sentiments, he deter¬ 
mined to set out for Sussex in his chariot and six, 
attended by his valet-de-chambre and two footmen ; 
and as he was now sensible, that in his last essay 
he had mistaken his cue, he determined to change 
Ills battery, and sap the fortress, by the most sub¬ 
missive, soft, and insinuating i)ehaviour. 

On the evening that preceded this proposed ex¬ 
pedition, he -went into one of the boxes at the play¬ 
house, as usual, to show himself to the ladies; and 
in reconnoitring the company through a glass, for 
no other reason but beeause it was faslnonal)Ie to be 
jjurblind, perceived his mistress very plainly dressed, 
ill one of the seats above the stage, talking to 
another >oung woman of a very homely appear¬ 
ance. I’liough his heart beat the alarm with the 
utmost injpalienee at sight of lus Emilia, he was 
for .some minutes deterred from obeying the im- 
juiise (»f his love, by the presence of soTue ladies of 
fashion, -who, he feared, -would think the worse of 
him, should they see him make his compliment 
in public to a j)ersoii of her figure. Nor would the 
violence of in.s inciiiiution have so I'ar prevailed 
over his pride, as to lead him thither, had not he 
recollected, iiiat Ins qualitj' friends would look 
upon }jer as some liandiome Abigail, with whom he 
ha<l an alTair of gallantry, and of consequence give 
him credit for tlie intrigue, 

KneourageJ by this .suggestion, he complied -with 
the dictates of love, and llew to tlie place where his 
charmer sat. 11 i.s air and dress -Nvere so remarkable, 
tliat it was almost imj«).s.sihle lie should have es- 
ea])ed tlie eyes of a curious oh.server, especially as 
ho liad chosen a time for coming in, when liisen- 
triUK'o could not fail to attract tiio notice of the 
s])eetators; I mean, when the whole hou.se was 
hushed in attention to the performance on the stage. 
Emilia, therefore, jierceived him ut his first ap¬ 
proach; she found herself discovttred by the direc¬ 
tion of his glass, and, guessing his intention by lus 
abrupt retreat from the box, summoned all her 
fortitude to her ai<l, and prepared for his reception, 
lie advanced to her witli an air of eageniess and 
joy, tempered with modesty and respect, and ex¬ 
pressed his satisfaction at seeing her, with a .seem¬ 
ing reverence of regard. Though she was extremely 
well pleased at this unexpected behaviour, she 
suppressed the emotions of her heart, and answered 
his compliments with affected ease and unconcern, 
such as might denote tlie good humour of a person 
who meets by accident with an indifferent acquaint¬ 
ance. After having certified himself of her own 
good health, lie very kindly inquired about her 
mother and Miss Sophy, gave her to imderstand 
that he had lately been favoured with a letter from 
Godfrey; that he had actually intended to set out 
next morning on a visit to Mrs. Gauntlet, which, 
now that he was so happy as to meet with her, he 
would postpone, until he should have the pleasure 
of attending her to the country. After having 
thanked him for his polite intention, she told him, 
that her mother was expected in town in a few 
<iays, and that she herself had come to London 
some weeks ago, to give her attendance upon bor j 


aunt, who had been dangerously ill, but was now 
pretty well recovered. 

Although the conversation of course turned upon 
general topics, during the entertainment he took all 
opportunities of being particular with his eyes, 
through wliich he conveyed athousand tender pro¬ 
testations. fifhe saw and inwardly rejoiced at the 
humility of his looks; but, far from rewarding it 
with one approving glance, she industriously 
avoided this ocular intercourse, and rather coquetted 
witli a young gentleman that ogled her from the 
Opposite box. Peregrine’s penetration easily de¬ 
tected her sentiments, and he was nettled at her 
dissimulation, which served to confirm him in his 
unwarrantable designs upon her person. He per¬ 
sisted in his assiduities with indefatigable perse¬ 
verance ; "when the play was concluded, handed 
her and her companion into an hackncy-coach, and 
-with difficulty was permitted to escort them to the 
house of Emilia’s uncle, to whom our hero was in¬ 
troduced by the young lady, as an intimate friend 
of her brother Godfrey. 

The old gentleman, who was no stranger to the 
nature of Peregrine's connexion with liis sister’s 
family, prevailed upon him to stay supper, and 
seemed particularly well pleased W’ilh bis conver¬ 
sation and deportment, -which, by the help of his 
natural sagacity, he wondeifully adapted to the 
humour of his entertainer. After supjier, when the 
ladies were withdrawn, and the citizen called for 
his pipe, our sly adventurer followed his example. 
Though ho abhorre<l the plant, be smoked witli an 
air of infinite .satisfaction, and expatiated U])on the 
virtues of tobaeeo, as if he had been deeply con¬ 
cerned in the Virginia trade. In the progress of 
the discourse, lie consulted the merchant’s dispo- 
siilon; and the national debt coming upon the 
carpet, held forth ujion the funds like a professed 
broker. When the alderman complained of the 
ro.st Fictions and discouragements of trade, his guest 
inveighed against exorbitant duties, -u'ith the nature 
of which he seemed as well acquainted as any coin- 
iriissioner of the customs; so that tht* uncle was 
astonished at the extent of his knowledge, and ex¬ 
pressed his surprise that a gay young gentleman 
like him should have found either leisure or incli¬ 
nation to consider subjects so foreign to the fashion¬ 
able amusements of youth. 

Pickle laid hold on this opportunity to tell him, 
that he was descended from a race of merchants; 
and that, early in life, he had made it his business 
to instruct himself in the different branches of 
trade, w’hich he not only studied as his family pro¬ 
fession, but also as the source of all our national 
riches and power. He then launched out in praise 
of commerce, and the promoters thereof; and, by 
way of contrast, employed all his ridicule in draw¬ 
ing such ludicrous pictures of the manners and 
education of what is called high life, that the trader’s 
sides were shaken by laughter, even to the danger 
of his life; and he looked upc^our adventurer as a 
miracle of sobriety and good sense. 

Having thus ingratiated himself with the uncle, 
Peregrine took his leave, and next day, in the fore¬ 
noon visited the niece in his chariot, after she had 
been admonished by her kinsman to behave with 
circumspection, and cautioned against neglecting 
or discouraging the addresses of such a valuablo 
admirer. 

1 
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CHAPTER LXXV. 

JUe prciiecuteft his Design upon Emilia with great Art and 
Perseverance. 

Oua advcuturer, having by his hypocrisy obt^ned 
free access to his mistress, began the siege, by pro¬ 
fessing tlie most sincere contrition for his former 
levity, and imploring her forgiveness with such 
earnest supplication, that, guarded as she was 
against his flattering arts, she began to believe his 
protestations, which were even accompanied with 
tears, and abated a good deal of that Kcverity and 
distance she had proposed to maintain during this 
interview. She would not, however, favour Iiim 
with the least acknowledgment of a mutual passion, 
because, in the midst of his vows of eternal con¬ 
stancy and trutli, lie did not mention one syllable 
of wedlock, though he w’as now entirely muster of 
liis own conduct; and this consideration created a 
doubt, wiiich fortified her against all his attacks. 
Yet, what her discretion would have concealed, 
was discovered by her eyes, which, in spite of all 
her endeavours, breatlied forth complaceury and 
love. For her inclination was flattered by Iier 
own self-sufficiency, wliich imputed her admirer’s 
silence in that particular to the hurry and pertur¬ 
bation of his spirits, and persuaded her that he 
could not possibly regard her with any other than 
liouourable intentions. 

The insidious lover exulted in the tenderness of 
her looks, from which he presaged a eoinple vic¬ 
tory j hut, that he might not overshoot himself b> 
Ills own precipitation, he w'ould not run the risk of 
declaring himself, until her heart should he so far 
entangled within his snai'es, as that n<*ithcr the sug¬ 
gestions of honour, prudence, or pridi*, should be able 
to disengage it. Armed with this resolution, lie 
restrained the impatience of his temjier within the 
limits of the most delicate deportment Al'ter hav¬ 
ing solicited and obtained pcmiission to attend her 
tt> tlie next oi>era, he took her by the hand, and , 
pressing it to his lijis in the most resjH'ctful manner, 
went away, leaving her in a most whimsical state 
of siiKptmse, eliequered with an interesting vicissi- 
tudi' of hope and fear. 

On the appointed day, he appeared again about 
five o’clock in tlie afternoon, and found lier native 
eliurma so much improved by the advantages of 
dress, that he was transported with admiration and 
delight; and, while lie conducted her to the llay- 
juarket, could scarce bridle the impetuosity of his 
passion, so as to observe the forbearing maxims he 
had adojited. When she entered the pit, he had 
abundance of food for the gratification of his vanity; 
for, in a moment, she eclipsed all the female iiart of 
tlie audience, each individual allowing in her own 
heart that the stranger was by far the hundsomcsi 
woman there present, except lierself. 

Here it was that our hero enjoyed u double 
triumph; he was vain of this opportunity to en- 
hanee Iiis reputatio^or gallantry among the ladies 
of fashion who kn^ him, and proud of an occa¬ 
sion to display his quality acquaintance to Emilia, 
that she might entertain the greater idea of the 
conquest she had made, and pay the more defei ence 
to his importance in the sequel of his addresses. 
That he might profit as much as possible by this 
situation, lie went up and accosted every person in 
the pit, with whom he ever had the least ooraniu- 
nication, whis^red and laughed with an affected 
air.of familiarity, and even bowed at a distance to 


some of the nobility, on the slender foundation of 
having stood near them at court, or presented them 
with a pinch of rappee at White’s chocolate-house. 

This ridiculous ostentation, though now practised 
with a view of promoting his design, was a weak¬ 
ness that, in some degree, infected tlie whole of his 
behaviour; for nothing gave him so much joy in 
conversation, as an opiwrtunity of giving the com* 
pany to understand how well lie was with persona 
of distinguished rank and character. He would 
often, for examjile, observe, as it were occasionally, 

that the 1 )uke of G-was one of the Iwst natured 

men in the world, and illustrate this assertion by 
some instance of his affability, in which lie himself 
was concerned. Then, by an abrupt transition, he 

would repeat some repartee of Lady T-, and 

mention a certain bon mot of the Earl of C-, 

which was uttered in liis hearing. 

Abundance of young men, in this manner, make 
free with the names, thongh they have never had 
access to the persons of the nobility ; hut this was 
not the case with Peregrine, who, in consideration 
of liis api>earance and supposed fortune, together 
with the advantage of his introduction, was, by this 
time, freely admitted to the tables of the great. 

In liis return witli Emilia from tlie opera, tliough 
he still maintained the most scruimlous decorum in 
his bebsiviour, he plied her with the most imssionate 
expressions of love, squeezed her hand with great 
fervency, jirotested that his whole soul was en¬ 
grossed by her idea, and that he could not exist 
independent of her favour. Pleased as she was 
with his w'arm and patlietic addresses, together with 
the respectful manner of his making love, she yet 
had prudence and resolution sullieient to contain 
her tenderness, which was ready to run over; being 
fortified against his arts, by relleeting, that, if his 
aim was honourable, it was now his business to 
<Ieelare it. On this consideration, she refused to 
make any serious reply to his earnest exfiostula- 
lions, l»ut afleeted to receive ilumi as the undeter¬ 
mined eft’usions of gallantry and good breeding. 

This fictitious gaiety and good humour, tliough 
it huflied his hope of extorting from her an ac¬ 
knowledgment of which h(* might have taken im- 
uH'diale advantage, nevertheless encouraged him 
to observe, as the chariot passed along the Strand, 
that the night was far advanced; that supper would 
certainly be over before they could reach her uncle’s 
hou.se; and to projiose that he should wait iipcm 
her to some place, where they might be aceom- 
inodali*d with a slight refreshment. She was 
offended at the freedom of this jiroposal, w’hich, 
how'ever, she treated a.s a joke, thanking him for 
his courteous ofler, and assuring him, that when 
she should be disposed for a tavern treat, he alone 
should have the honour of bestowing it. 

Her kinsman being engaged with company abroad, 
and her aunt retired to rest, he had the good for¬ 
tune to enjoy a with her during a whole 

hour, which lie employed with such consummate 
skill, that her caution was almost overcome. He 
not only assailed her with the artillery of sighs, 
vows, prayers, and tears, but even pawned his 
honour in behalf of his love. He swore, with many 
imprecations, that although her lieart was surren¬ 
dered to him at discretion, there was a principle 
within him, which would never allow him to injure* 
such innocence and beauty; and tlie transports of 
his passion had, upon this occasion, so far overshot 
his purpose, that if she had demanded an explasa 
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tion while he was thus agitated, he would have 
engaged himself to her wish by such ties as he 
could not break with any regard to his reputation. 
Put from such expostulation she was deterred, 
partly by pride, and yartly by the dread of finding 
nerself mistaken in such an interesting conjecture. 
She therefore enjoyed the present flattering appear¬ 
ance of her fate, was prevailed ui)on to accej)t the 
jewels which he purchased with part of his winning 
at Path, and, with the most enehantingcondescension, 
submitted to a warm embrace wlnui he took his 
leav(‘, after having obtained permission to visit her 
as often as his inclination and convenience would 
permit. 

In his return to his own lodgings, he was buoyed 
up with his success to an extravagance of hope, 
already congratulated himself upon his triumph 
over Emilia’s virtue, and began to project fu¬ 
ture con<|iiests among the most digTiified charac- 
tei's of the female sex. But his attention was not 
at all dissipated by these vain reflections; he re¬ 
solved to concentrate the whole exertion of his soul 
ujjon the execution of his present jdan, desisted, in 
the meantime, from all other schemes of pleasure, 
interest, and airibition, and took lodgings in the 
city, for the more commodious accomplishment of 
his purpose. 

While our lover’s imagination w'as thus agree¬ 
ably regaled, his mistress did not enjoy her ex- 
p(‘ctatioii8 without the intervention of doubts and 
anxiety, llis silcnee, touching the flnal aim of his 
addresses, was a mystery on which she was afraid 
of exercising her saj'acity ; and her unelc tormented 
luT with inquiries into the circumstances of l^*re- 
grine’s professions and deportment. J'tather than 
give this relation the least cause of suspicion, which 
must have cut off all intercourse betwixt her and 
her admirer, she said everything which she thought 
would satisfy his care and eonoernfor her welfare; 
and, in eonseijuenee of such repres(mtation, kIh* 
ciijojed, without reserve, the company of our ad¬ 
venturer, who prosecuted his plan with surprising 
eagerness and perseverance. 


CHAPTER LXXVL 

He prevails upon Emilia to accompany liiin to uMasquerade, 
makes a treacherous Attempt upon her Atiection, and 
meets with a deserved Kepuise. 

ScARCK a night elapsed in which he did not conduct 
her to some public entertainment. When, by the 
dint of his insidious carriage, he thought himself in 
full ]) 088 ession of her confidence and affection, he 
lay in wait for an opportunity; and hearing her 
observe in conversation, that site had never been at 
a masquerade, begged leave to attend her to the 
next hall; at the same time extending his invita¬ 
tion to the young lady in whose company he hud 
found her at the play, she being present when this 
subject of discourse was introduced. He had flut¬ 
tered himself, that this gentlewoman would decline 
the proposal, as she was a person seemingly of a 
demure disposition, who liad l)cen horn and bred in 
ihe city, where such diversions are looked upon as 
scenes of lewdness and debauchery. Eor once, 
liowever, he reckoned without his host; curiosity 
is as prevalent in the city as at the court end of the 
town. Emilia no sooner signified her assent to his 
proposal, than her friend, with an air of satisfac¬ 
tion, agreed to make one of the party; and he was 


obliged to thank for that complaisance which 
laid him under infinite mortification. He set his 
genius at work to itivent some scheme for pre¬ 
venting lier unseastmablc intrusion. Had an oppor 
tunity offered, he would have acted as her physician, 
and administered a medicine that would have laid 
her under the necessity of staying at home. But 
his acquaintance with her being loo slight to fur¬ 
nish him with the means of executing this expe¬ 
dient, he devised another, which was practised with 
all imaginable success. Understanding that her 
gi'andmother had left her a sum of money inde¬ 
pendent of her parents, he conveyed a letter to her 
mother, intimating, that her daughter, on pretence 
of going to the inas(puTade, intended to bestow 
herself in marriage to a certain person, and that in 
a few days she would be informed of the circum¬ 
stances of the whole intrigue, provided she would 
keep this information secret and contrive some 
excuse for detaining the young lady at home, with¬ 
out giving her cause to believe she was ^)prised of 
her intention. This billet, subscribed, Your well- 
uushn\aiid unknown humble seruunf^h’dd the desired 
effect upon the careful matron, who, on the ball 
da),feigned herself so extremely ill, that Miss could 
not w'itii any decency quit her mamma's apart¬ 
ment; and therefore sent her apology to Emilia in 
the afternoon, immediately after the arrival of 
IVregrine, who j)retonded to be very much afflicted 
with the disappointment, while his heart throbbed 
with a transjiort of joy. 

About ten o’clock the lovers set out for the Hay- 
market, he being dressed in the habit of I’antaloon, 
and she in that of Columbine ; and they had scarce 
entered the house when the music struck up, the 
curtain was withdrawn, and the whole scene dis- 
played at once, to the admiration of Emilia, whose 
exi>ectation was infinitely surpassed by this exhi¬ 
bition. Our gallant having conducted herthroughall 
the different iqairtments, and described the economy 
of the place, led her into the circle, and, in their turn, 
they danced several minuets; then goingto the side¬ 
board, he prevailed upon her to eat some sweetmeats 
and drink a glass of churiipaign. After a second 
review of the eompany, they engaged in country 
dances, at which exercise they continued, until our 
adventurer concluded that )iis partner’s blood was 
sufficiently warm for the prosecution of liis design. 
On this supposition, which was built upon her de¬ 
claring that she was thirsty and fatigued, he per¬ 
suaded her to take a little refrevshmciit and repose ; 
and, for that purpose, handed her down stairs into 
the eating-room, where, having seated her on the 
floor, ho presented her with a glass of wine and 
water; and, as she <‘oinplained of being faint, en¬ 
riched the draught with some drops of a certain 
< lixir, which he recommended as a most excellent 
restorative, though it was no other than u stimu¬ 
lating tincture, which he had treacherously pro¬ 
vided for the occasion. Having swallowed this 
potion, by which her spirits were manifestly exhi¬ 
larated, she ate a slice of ham, with the wing of a 
cold pullet, and concluded the meal with a glass of 
Burgundy, which she diunk at the earnest entreaty 
of her admirer. Theso extraordinary cordials co¬ 
operating with the ferment of her blood, which was 
heated by violent motion, could not fail to affect the 
constitution of a delicate young creature, who was 
naturally sprightly and volatile. Her eyes began 
to sparkle with unusual fire and vivacity, a thou¬ 
sand brilliant sallies of wit escaped her, and every 
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mask that accosted her underwent some smarting 
repartee. 

Peregrine, overjoyed at the success of his admi¬ 
nistration, proposed that they should resume their 
places at the country dmiccs, with a view to pro¬ 
mote and assist the efficacy of his elixir; and, when 
he thought her disposition was properly a^pted 
for the them''; began to ply her with all the elocu¬ 
tion of love. In order to elevate his own spirits to 
that pitch of resolution which his scheme required, 
he di^k two whole bottles of Burgundy, which 
inflamed his passion to such a degree, that he found 
himself capable of undertaking and perpetrating 
any scheme for the gratification of his desire. 

Emilia, warmed by so many concurring incen¬ 
tives, in favour of the man she loved, abated con¬ 
siderably of her wonted reserve, listened to his 
protestations with undissemblcd pleasure, and, in 
the confidence of her satisfaction, even owned him 
absolute master of her affections. Ravished W'ith 
this confession, he now deemed himself on the 
brink of reaping the delicious fruits of his art and 
assiduity; and the morning being already pretty | 
far advanced, assented with rapture to the first pro- ! 
posal she made of retiring to her lodgings. The , 
blinds of the chariot lunng pulled np, lie took ad- ' 
vantage of the favourable situation of her thoughts; 
an<l, on pretence of being whimsical, in consequence 
of the wine he had swallowed, clasped her in his 
arms, and imprinted a thousand kisses on her pout¬ 
ing lips, a frewlom which she pardoned as the pri¬ 
vilege of intoxication. While he thus indulged 
himself with impunity, the carriage halted, and 
Ripes opetiing the door, his master liandcdher into 
the jiassage, before she jx-rceived that it was not 
her uncle’s house at which they had alighted. 

Alarmed at this discovery, she, with some con¬ 
fusion, desired to know his reason for conducting 
her to a strange place at these hours. Rut ho made 
no rejjly, until he had led her into an apartment, 
w'hen he gave her to undertand, that, us her uncle’s 
iaiuily must be disturbed by her going thither so 
late ill tlie night, and the streets near Temple Rar 
were iidHted by a nuiititudo of robbers and cut¬ 
throats, he had ordered his coachman to halt at tliis 
house, w'hich was kept by a rehrtion of his, a 
inighty good sort of a gentlewoman, who would be 
proud of an opportunity to accommodate a person 
for whom he was known to entertain such tender¬ 
ness and esteem. 

Emilia had too much penetration to be imposed 
upon by this plausible pretext. In sjute of her par¬ 
tiality tor Peregrine, which had never been inflamed 
to Kueh a pitch of complacency before, she compre¬ 
hended his whole plan in a twinkling, Thougli 
her blood boiled with indignation, she thanked him 
with an affected air of serenity for his kind concern, 
and cxjiresscd her obligation to his cousin; hut, at 
the same time, insisted upon going home, lest her 
absence should terrify her uncle and aunt, who, 
she knew, would not retire to rest till her return. 

He urged her, with a thousand remonstrances, 
to consult her own ease and safety, promising to 
send Pipes into the city, for the satisfaction of her 
relations. But, finding her obstinately deaf to his 
entreaties, he assured her, that he would, in a few 
minutes, comply with her request; and, in the mean 
lime, begged she would fortify herself against the 
cold with a cordial, which he poured out in her 
presence, and which, now that her suspicion was 
aroused, she refused to taste, notwithstanding all his 


importunities. He then fell on his knees tefore 
her, and the tears gushing from his eyes, swore 
that his passion was wound up to such a pitch of 
impatience, that he could no longer live upon the 
unsubstantial food of expectation; and that, if she 
would not vouchsafe t,o crown his happiness, he 
would forthwith sacrifice himself to her disdain. 
Such an abrupt address, accompanied with all the 
symptoms of frantic agitation, could not tail to 
perplex and affright the gentle Emilia, who, after 
some recollection, replied with a resolute tone, that 
she could not see what reason he had to complain 
of her reserve, which she was not at liberty to lay 
entirely aside, until he should have avowed his in¬ 
tentions in form, and obtained the sanction of those 
whom it was her duty to obey. “ Divine creature 1” 
cried he, seizing her hand, and pressing it to his 
lips, “it is from you alone 1 hope for that condescen¬ 
sion, which would overwhelm me wilh transports 
of celestial bliss. The sentiments of parents are 
sordid, silly, and confined. I mean not then to sub¬ 
ject my passion to such low restrictions as were 
calculated for the purposes of common lil'e. My 
love is too delicate and refined to wear those vulgar 
fetters, which serve only to destroy the merit of 
voluntary affection, and to upbraid a man inecssantly 
with the a^t^cli^s of compulsion, umler which Ik; 
lies. My dear angel! spare me the mortification 
of being compelled to love jou, and reign soU* etn- 
press of my heart and fortune. I will not affront 
you so much as to talk of sottlements ; my ail is at 
your disposal. Ju this j»ocket-hook are notes to the 
amount of two thousand pounds; do me the plea¬ 
sure to accept of them ; to-morrow I will lay ten 
thousand more in your hq). In a word, you shaU 
be mistress of my whole estate, and 1 shall think 
myself hapjiy in living dei>endent on your bounty !’* 

Heavens! what uero the emotions of tlie vir¬ 
tuous, the sensible, the delicate, tin* tender Emilia’s 
heart, when she heard this insolent declaration from 
the mouth of a man whom she liad honoured with 
her affection and esteem! It was notslnqdy horror, 
griefi or indignation, tliat she felt, in consequence 
of this unwoilhy treatment, but the united jiangs 
of all together, which prodiieed a sort of hysteric 
laugh, while she told him that she could not helj) 
admiring Ins geiuTosity. 

Deceived by this convulsion, and the ironical 
comjilinicnt that attended it, the lover thought he 
had already made great progress in his operations, 
and that it was now' liis business to storm the 
fort by a vigorous assault, that he might spare her 
the confusion of yielding without resistance. Pos¬ 
sessed by this vain suggestion, he started up, and, 
folding her in his arms, begun to obey the furious 
dictates of his unruly and ungenerous desire. AVith 
an air of cool determination, she demanded a 
parley; and when, upon her repeated request, he 
granted it, addressed herself to him in these words, 
while her eyes gleamed with all the dignity of the 
most awful resentment. “ Bir, 1 scorn to upbraid 
you with a repetition of your former vows and pro¬ 
testations, nor will 1 recapitulate the little arts you 
have practised to ensnare my heart; because, though 
by dint of the most perfidious (fissimulation you 
have found means to deceive my opinion, your ut¬ 
most efforts have never been able to lull the vigi¬ 
lance of my conduct, or to engage my affection 
beyond the power of discarding you without a tear, 
whenever my honour should demand such a sacri¬ 
fice. Sir, you are unworthy of my concern or 
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regret, and the sigh that now struggles from my 
breast is the result of sorrow, for my own want of 
discernment. As for your present attempt upon my 
chastity, I despise your power, as I detest your in¬ 
tention. Though, under the mask of the most 
delicate respect, you have decoyed me from the 
immediate protection of my friends, and contrived 
other impious stratagems to ruin my peace and re¬ 
putation, I confide too much in my own innocence, 
and the authority of the law, to admit one thought 
of fear, much less to sink under the horror of this 
shocking situation, into which I have been seduced. 
Sir, your behaviour on this occasion is, in all re¬ 
spects, low and contemptible. Eor, ruffian as you 
are, you durst not harbour the thought of executing 
your execrable scheme, while you knew my brother 
was near enough to prevent or revenge the insult; 
so that you must not only be a treacherous vilhnn, 
but also a most despicable coward.” Having ex¬ 
pressed herself in this manner, with a most majestic 
seventy of aspect, she opened the door, and, walk¬ 
ing down stairs with surprising resolution, com¬ 
mitted herself to the care of a watchman, who 
accommodated her with a hackney chair, in which 
she was safely conveyed to her uncle’s house. 

Meanwhile, tin* Iovit was so confounded and 
overawerl by these cutting reproaches, and her 
iinimated behaviour, that all his resolution forsook 
him, and he found himself not only incapable of 
obstructing her retreat, but even of uttering one 
syllable to dejirecate her wratli, or extenuate the 
giult of liih own conduct. The nature of his dis- 
a]>poiTitment, and the keen remorse that seized him, 
when he reflected u])on the dishonourable footing 
on which his character stood with Emilia, raised 
such pcrUirhation in liis mind, that his silence was 
Mieceeded by a violent fit of distraction, during 
wliicli ho raved like a bedlamite, and ae1(*d a thou¬ 
sand extravagancies, wliicli convinced the people of 
th(‘ house, a eortain bagnio, that he had actually 
lost his wits. Pipes, with great concern, adopted 
tlie same opinion; and, being assisted by the 
w'aiters, hindered him, by main force, from running 
out and pursuing the fair fugitive, wnom, in his 
delirium, he alternately cursed and commended, 
with horrid imprecations and lavish applause. His 
faithful valet, having waited two whole hours, in 
hopes of seeing this gust of passion overblown, 
and perceiving that the paroxysm seemed rather to 
increase, very jirudently sent for a physician of his 
master's acquaintance, wlio, liaving considered the 
cireumstances and symptoms of the disorder, di¬ 
rected that he should be plentifully blooded, without 
\oss of time, and prescribed a draught to compose 
the tumult of his spirits. These orders being 
punctually performed, he grew more calm and 
tractable, recovered his reflection so far as to be 
ashamed of the eesta.sy he had undergone, suffered 
himself (jiiietly to be undressed and put to bed, wdiere 
the fatigue, occasioned by his exercise at the mas¬ 
querade, cooperated with the present dissipation of 
his spirits to lull him into a profound sleep, which 
greatly tended to the preservation of his intellects. 
Not that he found himself in a state of perfect 
tranquillity when he waked about noon. The re¬ 
membrance of what had passed overwhelmed him 
with mortification. Emilia’s invectives still sounded 
in his ears. And, while he deeply resented her 
disdain, he could not help admiring her spirit, and 
his heart did homage to her charms. 


CHAPTER LXXVIL 

Ho endeavours to Reconcile himself to his Mistress, and 

Expostulates with the Uncle, who forbids him the House. 
In this state of division, he went home to liis own 
lodgings in a chair ; and while he deliberated with 
himself whether he should relinquish the pursuit, 
and endeavour to banish her idea from his breast, 
or go immediately and humble himself before his 
exasperated mistress, and offer his hand as an atone¬ 
ment for his crime, his servant put in his hand a 
packet, which had been delivered by a ticket-porter 
at the door. He no sooner perceived that the su¬ 
perscription was in Emilia^s hand-writing, than he 
guessed the nature of the contents; and opening 
the seiil with disordered eagerness, found the jewels 
he had given to her, enclosed in a billet, couched in 
these words. 

“ That 1 may have no cause to reproach myself with 
having retained the least memorial of a wretch whom I 
equally despihc and abhor, I take this opportunity of restoring 
these ineifectual iDstruments of his Infamous design upon 
the honour of 

His chagrin was so much galled and inflamed at 
the bitterness of this contemptuous message, that he 
gnawed his lingers till the blood ran over his nails, 
and even wept with vexation. Sometimes he vowed 
revenge against her haughty virtue, and reviled 
himself for his precipitate declaration, before his 
sebeme was brought to maturity; then he would 
consider her behaviour with reverence and regard, 
and bow before tb<* irresistible power of her at¬ 
tractions. In short, his breast was torn by conflicting 
passions; love, slmme, and remorse, contended with 
vanity, ambition, and revenge; and the superiority 
was still doubtful, when headstrong desire intcr- 
jiosed, and decided in favour of an attempt towards 
a reconciliation with the offended fair. 

Impelled by this motive, he set out in the after¬ 
noon lor the house of her undo, not without hopes 
of that tender enjoyment, which never fails to 
attend an accommodation betw’ixt two lovers of 
taste and sensibility. Though the consciousness 
of his trespass encumbered him with an air of 
awkwiird confusion, he w'as too confident of his own 
qualifications and address fc) despair of forgiveness; 
and, by that time he arrived at the citizen’s gate, 
he had conned a very artful and pathetic harangue, 
which he proposed to utter in his own behalf, laying 
the blame of his conduct on the impetuosity of his 
passion, increased by the Burgundy, which he had 
too liberally drank. But he did not meet with an 
oppoi’tunity to avail himself of this preparation. 
Emilia, suspecting that he would take some stop of 
tills kind to retrieve her favour, had gone abroad 
on pretence of visiting, after having signified to 
her kinsman her resolution to avoid the company 
of Peregrine, on account of some ambiguities which, 
she said, were last night remarkable in his de¬ 
meanour at the masquerade. She chose to insinuate 
her suspicion in these hints, rather than give an 
explicit detail of the young man’s dishonourable 
contrivance, which might have kindled the resent¬ 
ment of the family to some dangerous pitch of 
animosity and revenge. 

Our adventurer, finding himself baffled in his 
expectation of seeing her, inquired for the old 
gentleman, with whom he thought he had influence 
enough to make his apology good, in case he should 
find him prepossessed by the young lady’s in¬ 
formation. But here too he was disappointed, the 
uncle having gone to dine in the country, and his 
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wife was indis^ed; so tliat he had no pretext fo 
staying in the nouse till the return of his charmer. 
Being, however, fruitful of expedients, he dis¬ 
missed his chariot, and took possession of a room 
in a tavern, the windows of which fronted the 
merchant’s gate; and there he proposed to watch 
until he should see her approach. This scheme he 
put in practice with indefatigable patience, though 
It was not attended with the expected success. 

Emilia, whose caution was equally vigilant and 
commendable, foreseeing that she might be exposed 
to the fertility of his invention, came home by a 
private passage, and entered by a postern, which 
was altogether unknown to her admirer; and her 
uncle did not arrive until it was so late that he 
could not, with any decency, demand a conference. 

Next morning, he did not fail to present himself 
at the door, and his mistress being denied by her own 
express direction, insisted upon seeing the master 
of the liouse, who received him with such coldness 
of civility, a.s plainly gave liim to understand that 
he was acquainted with the displeasure of his niece. 
He, therefore, with an air of candour, told the 
citizen, he could easily perceive by his behaviour 
that he was the confidant of Miss Kinily, of whom 
he was come to ask pardon fin* the offence he had 
given ; and did not doubt, if he could be admitted 
to her presence, that he should be able to convince 
her that lie had not erred intentionally, or at least 
propose such reparation as would effectually alone 
for his fimlt. 

'Fo this remonstrance the merchant, without any 
ceremony or circumlocution, answered, that thougn 
he was ignorant of the nature of his offence, he 
was very certain, that it must liave been sonujthiiig 
very flagrant that could irritate his niece to such a 
degree, against a ])er 80 u for whom she had formerly 
a most particular regard. He owned, she had 
declared her intention to renounce his acquaintance 
for ever, and, doubtless, she had good reason for 
so doing; neither would he undertake to promote 
an aeeoininodalion, unless lie would give him full 
power to treat on the score of inatrimoTiy, which ho 
supposed would be the only means of eviTieing his 
own sincerity, and obtaining Emilia's forgiveness. 

Peregrine's pride was kindled by this hhmt de¬ 
claration, w'hich lie could not hcl]) considering as 
the result of a scheme concerted betwixt the young 
lady and her uncle, in order to take the advantage 
of his heat. He therefore rejilied, with manifest 
signs of disgust, that he did not apprehend there 
was any occasion for a mediator to reconcile the 
difference betwixt Emilia and him ; and that all he 
desired was an opportunity of pleading in liis own 
behalf. 

The citizen frankly told him, that, as his niece 
had expressed an earnest desire of avoiding his 
company, he would not put the least constraint ujiDn 
her inclination; and, in the mean time, gave him 
to know, that he was particularly engaged. 

Our hero, glowing with indignation at this super¬ 
cilious treatment, “ I was in the wrong,” said he, 

“ to look for good manners so far on this side of 
Temple-Bar; but you must give me leave to tell 
you, sir, that unless I am favoured with an interview 
with Miss Gauntlet, I shall conclude tliat you have 
actually laid a constraint upon her inclination, for 
some sinister jmrposes of your own.” “ Sir,” 
replied the old gentleman, “you are welcome to 
make what conclusions shall seem good unto your 
own imagination ; but pray be so good as to allow 


me t'le privilege of being master in my own house.^ 
So saying, he very coroplaisantly snowed liim to 
the door; and our lover being diffident of his own 
temper, as well as afraid of being used with greater 
indignity, in a place where his personal prowess 
would only serve to heighten his disgjrace, quitted 
the house in a transport of rage, which he could 
not wholly suppress, telling the landlord, that if his 
age did not protect him, he would liave chastised 
him for his insolent behaviour. 

CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

He projects a violent Scheme, in consequence of which he 

is involved in a most fatiguing Adventure, which greatly 
tend* towards the augmentation of his Chagrin. 

Thus debarred of personal communication with hi.*! 
mibtres.s, he essayed to retrieve her good graces by 
the most submissivo and pathetic letters, which he 
convened by divers artifices to her jierusal ; but, 
reaping no manner of benefit from those endeavour.s, 
his jiassiou acquired a degree of impatience little 
inferior to downright frenzy ; and he determined 
to run every risk of life, fortune, and reputation, 
rather than desist from his unjustifiablo pursuit. 
Indeed,his resentment waR now as deeply coneerned 
as his love, and each of these passions eqnall}' 
turbulent and loud in demanding gratifieatiou. 
He kept sentinels continually in j»ay, to give him 
notice of her outgoings, in exjiectation of finding 
some opportunity to carry her off; hut her circum¬ 
spection entire!) frustrated this <lesign, for she 
suspected ever)- tiling of that sort from a disposition 
like his, and regulated her motions accordingly. 

Jlaffled by her pnulunee and penetration, lie 
altered his plan. On jiretence of being called to 
his country house b) some affair of inqiortanee, he 
dejiarted from JiOiidon, and, taking lodgings at a 
larnu'r's house that stood iH‘ar the road througli 
which she must Imvo necessarily pass<*<l in her 
l•ctu^ll to her mother, concealed himself from all 
intercourse, e>:ce])t with his valet-de-chambre and 
T’ipes, who had orders to scour the country, and 
reconnoitre every horsi*, coach, or carriage, that 
should appear on tliat highway, with a view of 
‘nlercepting his Amanda in her jiassuge. 

He had waited in this ambuseade a whole w'cek, 
when his valet gave him notice, that he and his 
ellow scout had discovered a chaise and six, 
driving at full speed towai-ds them; upon which 
diey had flapped their hats over their e)es. so ns 
Jiey might not be known, in case tbc) should be 
seen, and concealed themselves behind a hedge, 
from whence they could perceive in the carriage, 
as it passed, a young man jilainly dressed, w-ith a 
lady in a musk, of the exact size, shape, and air of 
Emilia; and that Pipes followed them at a distance, 
while he rode back to communicate this piece of 
intelligence. 

Peregrine would scarce allow him time to con¬ 
clude his infonuation. He ran down to the stable, 
where his horse was kept ready saddled for the 
purpose, and, never doubting that the lady in 
juestion was his mistress, attended by one of her 
uncle’s clerks, mounted immediately, and rode full 
gallop after the chaise, which, when he had pro¬ 
ceeded about two miles, he understood from 
Pipes, had put up at a neighbouring inn. Though 
his inclination prompted him to entCT her apart¬ 
ment without further delay, be suffered himself to 
be dissuaded from taking such a precipitate step, 
by his privy counsellor, who observed, that it would 
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be impracticable to execute hia purpose of convey¬ 
ing Iter against her vill from a public inn, that 
stood in the midst of a populous village, Tvhich 
would infallibly rise in her defence. He advised 
him therefore to lie in wait for the chaise, in some 
remote and private part of the road, where they 
might accomplish their aim without difficulty or 
danger. In consequence of this admonition, our 
adventurer ordered Pipes to reconnoitre the inn, 
that she might not escape another way, while he 
and the valet, in order to avoid being seen, took a 
circuit by an unfrequented path, and phiced them¬ 
selves in ambush, on a spot which they chose for 
the scene of their achievement. Here they tarried 
a full hour, without seeing the carriage, or hearing 
from their sentinel. So that the youth, unable to 
exert his patience one moment longer, left the 
foreigner in his station, and rode back to his faith¬ 
ful lacquey, who assured him, that the travellers 
had not yet hove up their anchor, or proceeded on 
their voyage. 

Notwithstanding this intimation. Pickle began to 
entertain such alanning suspicions, tliat he could 
not refrain from advancing to the gate, and inquire 
for th(! company which had lately arrived in a 
chaise and six. Th(‘ innkeeper, who was not at all 
pleased M'ith the behaviour of those passengers, did 
not think proper to (dwerve the instructions he hud 
received; on the contrary, he plainly told Jiim, 
that the chaise did not halt, but only entered at 
one door, and went out at the other, with a view to 
deceive those who jmrsued it, as he gm-ssed from 
tlie words of the gentleman, who bad earnestly 
desired that his route might be concealed from any 
person who should inquire about their motions. 
“As for my own peart, menster,’\’ontinued this 
charitable publican, “ 1 believes as bow they arc no 
bettor than they should be, else they wouldift be in 
such a deadly fear of being overtaken, l^tethinks, 
said I, when 1 saw them in such a woundy pother 
to be gone, oddsbheartlikins! this must be some 
London prentice running away with his meastcr’s 
flmightcr, as sure us Pm a living soul. But, be he 
who lie will, sartain it is, a has nothing of the gon- 
llenum about <‘n ; for, thof a asked such a favour, a 
never once jmt hand in pocket, or said, M)og, will 
you drink?’ llow'somever, that don’t argufy in 
reverence of bis being in a hurry ; and a man may 
he soinetnues a little loo judgmatical in his eon- 
jeetur(;s.” In all probability, this loquacious land- 
ord would have served the traveller effectually, 
bad Peregrine heard him to an end; hut ibis im¬ 
petuous youth, fur from listening to tlie sequel of 
ills oliservations, interrupted him in the beginning 
of his career, by asking eagerly whicli road they 
followed; and, liaving received the iiinkeei»er’s 
directions, clapiH‘d spurs to his horse, eomnianding 
l’i]K*s to make the valet acquainted with his course, 
that they might attend him with all imaginable 
despatch. 

By the ]»ublieau’s account of their conduct, his 
former opinion was fully confirmed. He plied his 
steed to the height of his metal; and so much was 
ills imaginationengrossed by the prospect of liaving 
Kmilia in his power, that he did not perceive the 
road on which he travelled was quite different from 
that which led to the habitation of Mrs. Gauntlet. 
The valct-de-chainbre was an utter stranger to that 
part of the county; and, as for Mr. Pipes, such 
considerations were altogether foreign to the eco¬ 
nomy of his reflection. 


Ten long miles had our hero rode, when his eyes 
were blessed with the sight of the chaise ascending 
an hill, at the distance of a good league; upon 
which he doubled his diligence in such a mwner, 
that he gained upon the carriage eveij minule, 
and at length approached so near to it, that he 
could discern the lady and her conductor, with 
their heads thrust out at the windows, looking 
back, and speaking to the driver alternately, as if 
they earnestly besought him to augment the speed 
of his cattle. 

Being thus, as it were, in sight of port, while he 
crossed the road, his horse happened to plunge into 
a cart rut with such violence, that he was thrown 
several yards over his head; and the beast’s 
shoulder being slipped by the fall, he found himself 
disabled from plucking the fruit, whicli was almost 
within his reach; for he had left his servants at a 
considerable distance behind him; and although 
they had been at his back, and sujiplied liim with 
another horse, they were so indiffereiUly mounted, 
that he could not reasonably expect to overtake the 
flyers, who profited so much by this disaster that 
the chaise vanished in a moment. 

It may be easily conceived how a )ouiig man of 
liis dispo.sition i»as.H^d bis time, in this tantalizing 
situation. He ejaculated wllb groat fervency; but 
bis prayere w(‘re not the etfeets of resignation, lie 
ran back on foot, with incredible spn‘d, in order to 
meet his valet, whom he unhorsed in a tMinkling; 
ami, taking his seal, began to exercise his whij) .md 
spurs, after liaving ordered tlie Swiss to follow him 
on the other gelding, and committed the lame 
hunter to the care of IMpes. 

Matters being adjusted in this manner, our ad¬ 
venturer prosecuted the race witli all his might; 
and, having made some progress, was informed by 
a countryman, that the chaise had struck oft into 
another road, and, according to his judgment, v as 
by that time about three miles a-head; though, in all 
probability, the hors(‘S would not be able to hold out 
much longer, because thcj seemed to be(juite spent 
when they passed his door. Encouraged by this 
intimation, Peregrine luished on wi’th great alacrity, 
though he could not regain sight of the desired 
object, till the clouds of night began to deepen, and 
even tlien he enjoyed notliing more than a tran¬ 
sient glimpse; for the carriage was no sooner seen, 
than shrouded agaiu from his view. 'I'liese vexa¬ 
tious circuinstaiiees animated bis endeavours, while 
they irritated his chagrin, in short, he continued 
liis pursuit till the night was far advanced, and 
himself so uncertain about the object of his pare, 
that he entered a solitary inn, with a view of 
obtaining some intelligence, when, to his infinite 
joy, he perceived the chaise standing by itself, and 
the horses panting in the yard. In full confidence 
of his having arrived at last at the goal of all his 
wishes, he alighted instantaneously, and, running 
up to the coachman, with a jiistol in his hand, eoni- 
manded him, in an imperious tone, to conduct him 
to the lady’s chamber, on j>ain of death. U'he driver, 
aff'righted at this menacing address, protested, with 
great humility, that he did not know whither bis 
fare had retired; for that lie himself was paid and 
dismissed from the service, because he would not 
undertake to drive them all night across the country, 
without stopping to refresh his horses. But he 
promised to go in quest of the waiter, who would 
show him to 3ieir apartment. He was accordingly 
detached on that errand, while our hero atood 
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sentinel at the gate, till the arrival of his valct-de- 
chambre, who joining him by accident, before the 
coachman returned, relieved him in his watch; 
and then the young gentleman, exasperated at his 
messenger’s delay, rushed, with fury in his eyes, 
from room to room, denouncing vengeance upon 
the whole family; but he did not meet with one 
living soul, until he entered the garret, where he 
found the landlord and his wife in bed. This 
chicken-hearted couple, by the light of a rush can¬ 
dle that burned on the hearth, seeing a stranger 
burst into the chamber, in such a terrible attitude, 
were seized with consternation; and, exalting their 
voices, in a most lamentable strain, hegged, for the 
passion of Christ, that he would spare their lives, 
and take all they had. 

Peregrine guessing, from this exclamation, and 
the circumstance of their being abed, that they 
mistook him for a robber, and were ignorant of 
that which he wanted to know, dispelled their terror, 
by making them acquainted with the cause of his 
visit, and desired the husband to get up with all 
possible despatch, in order to assist and attend him 
in his search. 

Thus reinforced, he nimmaged every comer of 
the inn, and, at last, finding the hostler in the stable, 
was by him informed, to his unspeakable mortifica¬ 
tion, that the gentleman and lady who arrived in 
the chaise, had immediately hired post-horses for a 
certain village at the distance of fifteen miles, and 
departed without halting for the least refreshment. 
Our adventurer, mad with his disappointment, 
mounted his horse in on instant, and, with his at¬ 
tendant, took the same road, with full determination 
to die, rather than desist from tlic ■prosecution of 
his design. He had, by this time, rode upwards of 
thirty miles since three o'clock in the afternoon; 
so that the horses were almost quite jaded, and 
travelled this stage so slowly, that it was morning 
before they reached the place of their destination, 
where, far from finding the fugitives, he understood 
that no such persons as he described had passed 
thatw'ay, and that, in all likelihood, they had taken 
a quite contrary direction, while in order to mis¬ 
lead him in his pursuit, they had amused the 
ho.stler with a false route. This eonjeeture. was 
strengthened by his perceiving, now for the first 
time, that he had deviated a considerable way from 
the road, through which they must have journeyed, 
in order to arrive at the place of her mother’s 
residence; and these suggestions utterly deprived 
him of the small remains of recollection which 
he had hitherto retained. His eyes rolled about, 
witnessing rage and distraction; he foamed at 
the mouth, stamped upon the ground with great 
violence, uttered incoherent imprecations against 
himself and aU mankind, and would have sallied 
forth again, he knew not whither, upon the same 
horse, which he had already almost killed with 
fatigue, had not his confidant found means to quiet 
the tumult of his thoughts, and recal his reflection, 
by representing the contoion of the poor animals, 
and advising him to hire Tresh horses, and ride post 
across the country, to the village in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Mrs. Gauntlet’s habitation, where they 
should infallibly intercept the daugther, provided 
they could get the start of her upon the road. 

Peregrine not only relished, but forthwith acted 
in conformity' with this good counsel. His own 
horses were committed to the charge of the land¬ 
lord, with directions for Pipes, in case he should 


come in quest of his master; and a conple of stout 
geldings being prepared, he and his valet took the 
road again, steering their course according to the 
motions of the po.st-boy, who undertook to be their 
guide. They had almost finished the first .stage, 
when they descried a post-chaise ju.st halting at the 
inn where they proposed to ehutige horses ■, upon 
which our adv'enturer, glowing with a most in- 
terestitig presage, put his beast to the full speed, 
and approached near enough to distinguish, as the 
travellers quitted the carnage, that he had at last 
come up with the very individual persons whom he 
had pursued so long. 

Flushed with this discovery, he galloped into the 
yard so suddenly, that the lady and her conductor 
scarce had time to shut themselves up in a chamber, 
to which they retreated with great precipitation ; 
so that the pursuer was now eertaiu of having 
housed his prey. That he might, however, leave 
nothing to fortune, he placed himself upon the stair 
by which they had a.scended to the apartment, and 
sent up his compliments to the young lady, desiring 
the favour of being admitted to her presence, other¬ 
wise he should be obliged to wave all ceremony, 
and take that liberty which she would not give. 
The servant, having conveyed his message throng 
the key-hole, returned with an answer, importing 
that site would adhere to the resolution she hatl 
taken, and perish, rather than comply with his will. 
f)ur adventurer, without staying to make any re¬ 
joinder to this reply, ran np stairs, and, thuuderiiig 
at the door for entrance, was given to undersfiuid 
by the nymph’s attendant, that a hlutidcrhiiss was 
ready primed for his reeeptioti, and that he would 
do well to spare him the necessity of .sltedding 
blood in defence of a person who had put herself 
under his protection. “All the laws of the hind,” 
said h(', “ cannot now untie the knots by w hieh w e 
arc bound together; and therefore 1 ■will guard her 
us my own projierty j so that you had better desist 
from your fruitless attempt, and thereby consult 
your own safety; for, by the God that made me, 
I will discharge niy piece upon you, as soon as j oti 
set your nose within the door—and your blood be 
upon your own head.” 'J'hese menaces, from a 
citizen’s clerk, would have beiui sufficient motives 
for Fickle to storm the breach, although they had 
not been reinforced by that declaration, wliieh 
informed him of Emilia’s having bestowcil heivolf 
in marriage upon such a contemptible rival. ’I'his 
sole consideration added wings to his impetuosity, 
and he applied his foot to the door with such irre¬ 
sistible force, as bursted it open in un instant, 
entering at the same time with a pistol ready cocked 
in his hand. His antagonist, instead of firing his 
blunderbuss, when he saw him approach, started 
back with evident signs of surprise and consterna¬ 
tion, exclaiming, “Lord Jesus I Sir, you are not the 
man 1 and, without doubt, arc under some mistake 
with regard to us.” 

Before Peregrine had time to answer this saluta¬ 
tion, the lady, hearing it, advanced to him, and 
pulling off a mask, discovered a face which he had 
never seen before. The Gorgon’s head, according 
to the fables of antiquity, never had a more instan¬ 
taneous or petrifying effect, than that which this 
countenance produced upon the astonished youth. 
His eyes were fixed upon this unknown object, as 
if they had been attracted by the power of en¬ 
chantment, his feet seemed rivetted to the ground, 
and, after having stood motionless for the space of 



PEKEGMNE I’lCKLK 


303 


a few minutes, lie dropped down in an apoplexy 
of disappointment and despair. The .Swiss, who 
had followed him, seeing his master in this 
condition, lifted him up, and, laying him upon a 
bed in the next room, let him blood immediately, 
without hesitation, being always provided with a 
case of lancets, against all accidents on the road. 
To this foresight our hero, in all probability, was 
indebted for his life. By virtue of a very copious 
evacuation, he recovered the use of his senses j but 
the complication of fatigues and violent transports, 
which he had undergone, brewed np a dangerous 
fever in his blood; and a physician being called 
from the next market-town, several days elapsed 
before he wonld answer for his life. 

CHAPTER LXXIX. 

Pereprinc* rctkIr r Messape to Mrs. Crauntlct, who rejects his 
Proposal—He repairs to the Garrison. 

At length, however, his constitution overcame his 
disease, though not before it had in a great measure 
tamed the fury of his disposition, and brought him 
to a serious consideration of his conduct. In this 
humiliation of his spirits, he reflected with shame 
remorse upon his treacliery to the fair, tlie 
innocent Emilia; he remembered hi.s former senti* 
inents in her favour, ns well as the injunctions of liis 
dying uncle; lie recollected liis intimacy with her 
brother, against which he had so basely sinned; 
and, revolving all the circumstances of her conduct, 
found it so eonimendnhle, spirited and noble, that 
he deemed her an ol)ject of sufficient <ligiuty to 
merit his honourable a(idrev‘<ses, even though his 
duty had not been concerned in the decision. But, 
ob!:ga!<‘(l as he was to make reparation to a worthy 
family, w hich he had so grossly injured, he thought 
b(« could not manifest his reformation loo soon; 
and, whenever he found himself able to hold the 
jien, wrote a letter to ]\lrs, (launtld, v'herein he 
aeknowiedged, with many i'xpressions of soitow 
and cotitrition, that he had acted a part altogether 
unbecoming a man of honour, and should never 
enjoy the least tranquillity of mind, until he should 
have merited her forgiveneK.s. He pi*o(cstcd, that, 
although his happiness entirely depended upon the 
iietenninatiou of Emilia, he would even renounce 
all hope of being blessed with her favour, if she 
could point out any other method of making re¬ 
paration to that amiable young lady, but by laying 
his heart and fortune at her feet, and submitting 
himself to her pleasure during the reintuning part 
of his life, He conjured her, therefore, in the 
most pathetic manner, to pardon him, in considera¬ 
tion of his sincere repentance, and to use her 
maternal influence with her daughter, so as that he 
might be permitted to wait upon her with a wedding- 
ring, as soon as his health would allow him to 
undertake the journey. 

This explanation being despatched by Pipes, who 
had, by this time, found his master, tlie young gen¬ 
tleman inquired about the couple whom 1 » had so 
unfortunately pursued, and understood from his 
valet-de-chambre, who learned the story from their 
own mouths, that the lady was the only daughter 
of a rich Jew, and her attendant no other than his 
apprentice, who had converted her to (.'Christianity, 
and married her at tlie same time; that this secret 
having taken air, the old Israelite had contrived a 
scheme to separate them for ever *, and they being 
apprised of his intention, had found means to elope 


from his hou.ve, with a view of sheltering them¬ 
selves in France, until the aflair could be made up; 
that, seeing three men ride after them with such 
eagerness and speed, they never doubted that the 
pursuers were lier father, and some friends or do¬ 
mestics, and on that supposition had fled with the 
utmost despatch and trejildation, until they had 
found themselves happily undeceived, at that very 
instant when they expected nothing hut mischief 
and misfortune. Lastly, the Swiss gave him to 
understand, that, after having professed some con¬ 
cern for his deplorable situation, and enjoyed a 
slight refreshment, they had taken their departure 
for Dover, and, in likelihood, were safely arrived 
at Paris. 

Infour-and-twcnty hours after Pipes was charged 
with his commission, he brought back an answer 
from the mother of Emilia, couched in these words: 

“Sia,—I received the favour of yours, and am glad, for 
your ovfu sake, that you have attained a due sense and con¬ 
viction of your unkind and unchristian behaviour to pour 
Einv I thank God, none of my children were ever so in- 
siiltfd before. Give me leave to tell you, sir, niy daughter 
wa.s no upstart, without fiieiida or education, but a young 
lady, ah well bred, and better born, than moht private Rcntle- 
wotnen in the kiiiRdoni; and therefore, thoufrh you liad no 
esteem for her person, you ouRht to have paid some regard 
to her family, which, no disparaBcmciit to you, air, is nioro 
honourable tban your own As for your proposal. Miss 
Gauntlet will not bear of it, lieinpthat she thinks her honour 
will not allow her to listen to any terms of reconelhation; 
and she ih not yet so destitute, as to Lunbracc an oiler to 
wluch she has the lea^t objection. In the moantmm, she is 
so inu'h indisposed, that she cannot possibly bee company: 
ho I be^' you will not take the tioublo of makinj? a fruulebs 
journey to this place. I’erhaps your future londuct may de¬ 
serve her lorKivencbS, and ically.as 1 am concerned for your 
happlncfit), which you aNsnru me depends upon her conde- 
scensiun, I wish with all niy heart it may; and am, iiolwith- 
htandinet all that has happened, your bincere well wisher, 

“(h.ciLiA Gau.stlkt.’ 

From this epistle, and tlie information of his 
messonger, our Iiero learned, that his mistress had 
actually profited by his wild-goose chase, so as to 
make a safe retreat to her mother’s house. Though 
sorry to hear of her indisposition, he was also 
piqued at her implacability, as well as at some 
stately paragraphs of the letter, in whieh, he 
thought, the good lady had consulted her own 
vanity, rather than her good sense. Those motives 
of re.sentmcnt helped him to hear his disappoint¬ 
ment like a philosopher, especially as he had now 
quieted his conscience, in proft'eriug to redress the 
injury he had done; and, moreover, found himself, 
with regard to his love, in a calm state of hope and 
resignation. 

A seasonable fit of illness is an excellent medi¬ 
cine for the turbulence of passion. Such a refor¬ 
mation had the fever produced iu the economy of 
his thoughts, that he moralized like an apostle, 
and projected several prudential schemes for his 
future conduct. 

In the meantime, as soon as his health was suf¬ 
ficiently re-established, he took a trip to the garri¬ 
son, in order to visit his friends; and learned from 
Hatchway’s own moutli, that he had broke the ice 
of courtship to his aui^^nd that his addresses 
were now fairly afloat; though, when he first de¬ 
clared himself to the widow', after she had been 
duly prepared for the occasion, by her niece and 
the rest of her friends, she had received his pro¬ 
posal with a becoming reserve, and piously wept at 
the remembrance of her husband, observing, that 
she should never meet with his fellow. 

Peregrine promoted the lieutenant’s suit with oil 
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hiB influence; and all Mrs. Trunnion’s ol)jertions to 
the match heing surmounted, it was determined, 
that the day of marriage should be put off for three 
months, that her reputation might not suffer by a 
precipitate engagement. Ilis next care was to give 
orders for erecting a plain marble monument to the 
memory of hLs uncle, on wbich the following in¬ 
scription, composed by the bridegroom, actually 
appeared in golden letters. 

Here lies, 

Poundered in a fatlium and half, 

The shell 
Of 

IIaws£r Trunnjok, Esq. 

Formeily comnmtider of a squadron 
III his Majesty’s service, 

Who broached to, at five P.M. Oct. x. 

In the year of his ape 
Threescore and nineteen. 

He kept his puns always loaded, 

And his tackle ready manned, 

And never showed his poop to the enemy, 

Except when he took her in tow ; 

Put, 

HIb shot bcinp exjiended, 

His match burnt out, 

And his upper works decayed, 

He was sunk 

By Death’s superior weight of metal. 
Nevertheless, 

He will be weighed again 
At the Great Day, 

His rigging refitted, 

And his Umbers repaired, 

And, with one broadside, 

Make his adversary 
Strike in his turn. 


CHAPTER LXXX. 

He returns to London, and meets with Cadwalladcr, who 
entertains him with many curious Farticulars—Crabtree 
sounds the Duehesti, and undeceives Fickle, who. by an 
extraordinary Accident, becomes acquainted with another 
Lady of Quality. 

Tub young gentleman having performed those last 
offices in honour of his deceased benefactor, and 
presented Mr. .Mtcr to the long-expected living, 
which at this time happened to he vacant, returned 
to Jx)ndon, and resumed his former gaiety—not 
that he was able to shake Emilia from his thought, 
or even to remember her without violent emotions; 
for, us he recovered his vigour, his former impa¬ 
tience recurred, and therefore he resolved to plunge 
liimself headlong into some intrigue, that might 
engage his passions and amuse his imagination. 

A man of his aceompliKlimcnts could not fail to 
meet with a variety of subjects on which liis gal¬ 
lantry would have been properly exercised; and 
this abundance distracted his choice, which at any 
time was apt to he influenced by caprice and whim. 
I have already observed, that he had lifted his 
view, through a matrimonial perspective, as high 
as a lady of the first quality and distinction; and, 
now that he was refused by Miss Gauntlet, and 
enjoyed a little rc.spit<i from the agonies of that 
flame which her chann^iad kindled in his heart, 
he renewed his assiduiti^to her grace. Though 
he durst not yet risk an explanation, he enjoyed 
the pleasure of seeing himself so well received in 
quality of a particular acquaintance, that he flat¬ 
tered himself with the belief of his having made 
some progress in her heart; and was confirmed in 
this conceited notion by the assurances of her 
woman, whom, by liberal largesses, he retained in 
his interest, because she found means to persuade 


him that she was in the confidence of her lady* 
But, notwithstanding this encouragement, and the 
sanguine suggestions of his own vanity, he dreaded 
the thoughts of exposing himself to her ridicule 
and resentment by a premature declaration, and 
determined to postpone his addresses, until he 
should be more certified of the probability of suc¬ 
ceeding in his attempt. 

While he remained in this hesitation and suspense, 
I he was one morning verjr agreeably surprised with 
the appearance of his friend Crabtree, who, by the 
permission of Pipes, to whom he was well known, 
entered his chamber before he was awake, and, by 
a violent shake of the shoulder, disengaged him 
from the ams of sleep. The first compliments 
having mutually passed, Cadwalladcr gave him to 
understand, that he had arrived in town over night 
in the stage-coach from Bath, and entertained him 
with such a ludicrous account of his fellov/ travel¬ 
lers, that IVregrine, for the first time since their 
parting, indulged himself in mirth, even to the 
hazard of suftbeation. 

Crabtree, having rehearsed these adventures, in 
such a peculiarity of manner as added infinite ridi- 
eule to every circumstance, and repeated every scan¬ 
dalous report which had circulated at Bath, aft^ 
Peregrine’s departure, was informed by the youth, 
that he harboured a design upon the person of such 
a duchess, and in all appearance had no reason to 
complain of his reception; but that he would not 
venture to declare himself, until he should be more 
ascertained of her sentiments; and therefore he 
begged leave to depend upon the intelligenee of his 
friend Cadwallader, who, he knew, was admitted 
to her parties. 

The misanthrope, before he would promise his 
assistance, asked if his prospect verged towards 
matrimony ? and our adventurer, who guessed the 
meaning of his question, readying in the negative, 
he undertook the office of reeonnoitering her incli¬ 
nation, protesting at the same time, that he would 
never eoneern himself in any scheme that did not 
tend to the disgrace and deception of all the sex. 
On these conditions he espoused the interest of 
our hero; and a plan was immediately concerted, 
in consequence of wliich they met by accident at 
her grace’s table. Pickle having staid ail the 
forepart of the evening, and sat out all the company, 
except the misantlirope and a certain widow lady, 
who was said to be in the secrets of my lady duchess, 
went away on pretence of an indispensable engage¬ 
ment, that Crabtree might have a proper opportu¬ 
nity of making him the subject of conversation. 

Accordingly, he had scarce quitted the apart¬ 
ment, when this cynic, attending him to the door 
with a look of morose disdain, “ Were I an absolute 
prince,” said he, “ and that fellow one of my sub¬ 
jects, I would order him to be clothed in sackclotu, 
and he should drive my asses to water, that his 
lofty spirit might be lowered to the level of his 
deserts. The pride of a peacock is downright self- 
denial, when compared with the vanity of that 
coxcomb, which was naturally arrogant, but is now 
rendered altogether intolerable, by the reputation 
he acquired at Bath, for kicking a bully, outwitting 
a club of raw sharpers, and divers other pranks, in 
the execution of which he was more lucky than 
wise. But nothing has contributed so much to the 
increase of his insolence and self-conceit, as the 
favour he found among the ladies. Ay, the ladies, 
madam, I care not who knows it—the ladies, wh<\ 
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to their honour he it spoken, never fuled to pa¬ 
tronise foppery and folly, provided they solicit their 
encouragement And yet this dog was not on the 
footing of those hermapliroditicai animals, who may 
be reckoned among the number of wa.ting-women, 
who air your shifts, comb your lap-dogs, examine 
your noses with magnifying glasses, in order to 
squeeze out the worms, clean your tceth-hrushes, 
sweeten your handkerchiefs, and soften waste j)aper 
for your occasions. This fellow Pickle was enter¬ 
tained for more important purposes; his turn of 
duty never came till all those lapwings were gone 
to roost; then he scaled windows, leaped over gar- 
<len walls, and was let in by Mrs. Betty in the dark. 
Xay, the magistrates of Bath complimented him 
w’ith thefreedom ofthe corponition, merely because, 
through his means, the waters had gained extraor¬ 
dinary credit; for every female of a tolerable ap¬ 
pearance, that went thither on account of her steri¬ 
lity, got the better of her complaint, during his 
residence at Bath. And now the fellow thinks no 
woman can withstand his addresses. He had not 
been here three minutes, when I could j)erceive, 
with half an eye, that he had marked out your 
grace tor a conquest—1 mean in an honourable way ; 
though the rascal has impudeuce enough to attempt 
anything.” So saying, he fixed his eyes upon the 
duchess, who, while her face glowed with indigna¬ 
tion, turning to her confidant, expres.sed herself in 
these words. “ Upon my life! 1 believe there is 
actually some trutli in what this old ruffian says ; 

I have myself observed that young fellow eyeing 
me with a very particular stare.” “ It is not to be 
at all wondered at,” said her friend, “that a youth 
of his complexion should be sensible to the charms 
of your grace I but 1 dare say he would not pre¬ 
sume to entertain any but the most honourable and 
respectful sentiments.” “ Uespectful sentiments!” 
cried my lady, with a look of ineffable disdain, “if 
I thought the fellow had assurance enough to think 
of me m any shape, I protest 1 would forbid him 
my hoii.se. Upon my honour, such instances of; 
audacity should induce persons of quality to keep ! 
your small gentry at a greater distance; for they , 
are very apt to grow impudent, upon the least 
eoiintenanee or encouragement.” 

Cadwallader, satisfied with thi.s declaration, 
changed the subject of discourse, and next day 
eommunieuted his discovery to his friend Pickle, 
who upon this occasion fell the most stinging sen¬ 
sations of mortified pride, and resolved to quit his 
prospect with a good grace. Nor did the execution 
of this self-denying scheme cost him one moment’s 
uneasiness; for his heart had never been interested 
in the pursuit, and his vanity triumphed in the 
thoughts of manifesting his indifference. Accord¬ 
ingly, the very next time he visited her grace, his 
behaviour was remarkably frank, sprightly, and 
disengaged; and the subject of love being artfully 
introduced by the widow, who had been direclfed to 
sound his inclinations, he rallied the passion with 
great ease and severity, and made no scruple of 
declaring himself heart-whole. 

Though the duchess had resented his supposed 
affection, she was now offended at his insensibility, 
imd even signified her disgust, by observing, that 
jrcrhaps his attention to his own qualifications 
screened him from the impression of all other 
objects. 

While he enjoyed this sarcasm, the meaning of 
which he could plainly discern, the company was 


joined by a certain virtuoso, who had gained free 
access to all the great families of the land, by his 
notable talent of go.ssiping and buffoonery. He 
was now in the seventy-fifth year of his age; his 
birth was so obscure, that he scarce knew his father’s 
name; his education suitable to the dignity of his 
descent; his character ])ubUcly branded with homi¬ 
cide, profligacy, and breach of trust; yet this man, 
h)' the hapjjy inheritance of impregnable effrontery, 
and a lucky prostitution of all principle in render¬ 
ing hinnself subservient to the appetites of the great, 
haid attained to an independency of fortune, as well 
as to such a particular share of favour among the 
quality, that, although he was well known to have 
jumped for three generations of the nobility, there 
was not a lady of fashion in the kingdom who 
scrupled to admit him to her toilette, or even to bt* 
s<piire(l by him in any place of public entertain¬ 
ment. Not but that this sage was oceasionally 
useful to his fellow-creatures, by these connexions 
with j)eoplc of fortune; for he often undertook to 
solicit charity in behalf of distressed objects, with 
a view of embezzling one-half of the benefactions, 
it was an errand of this kind that now brought him 
to the house of her grace. 

After having sat a few minutes, he told the com¬ 
pany that he would favour them with a very pro- 
j>er opportuuity to extend their beuevolence, for 
the relief of a poor gentlewoman, who was reduced 
to the most abject misery, by the death of her hus¬ 
band, and just delivered of a coujde of fine boys. 
Thoj, moreover, understood from his information, 
that this object was daughter of a good family, w'ho 
had ronouneed her in consequence of her marry¬ 
ing an ensign without a fortune; and oven ob¬ 
structed his promotion with all their influence and 
power; a circumstance of barbarity which had 
made such an imjiression upon his mind, as disor¬ 
dered his brain, and drove him to despair, in a fit 
of which lie had ina<lc away with himself, leaving 
his wife, then big with child, to all the horrors of 
indigence and grief. 

Various were the criticisms on this pathetic pic¬ 
ture, which the old man drew with great expression. 
My lady duchess concluded, that she must be a 
creature void of all feeling and reflection, who could 
survive such aggravated misei^, therefore, did not 
deserve to be relieved, except in the character of a 
common beggar; and was generous enough to offer 
a recommendation, by which she would be ad.*«iitted 
into an infirmary, to which her grace was a sub¬ 
scriber ; at the same time advising the solicitor to 
send the twins to the foundling HoJsjiital, where 
they would be carefully nursed and brought up, so 
as to become useful members to the commonwealth. 
Another lady, with all due deference to the opinion 
of the duchess, was free enough to blame the gene¬ 
rosity of her grace, which w’ould only serve to en¬ 
courage children in disobedience to their parents, 
and might be the means not only of prolonging the 
distress of the wretched creature, but also of ruin¬ 
ing the constitution of some young heir, perhaps 
the hope of a great family! for she did suppose 
that madam, when her month should be up, and her 
brats disposed of, would spread her attractions to 
the public, provided she could profit by her person, 
and, in the usual way, make a regular progress 
from St. tiames’sto Drury Lane. She apprehended, 
for these reasons, that their compassion would be 
most effectually showm, in leaving her to perish ni 
her present necessity ; and that the old gentleman 
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would be unpardonable, should he [)ersist in his en¬ 
deavours to relieve her. A third member of tliis 
tender-hearted society, after having asked if the 
young woman was handsome, and being answered 
in the negative, allowed that there was a great deal 
of reason in what had been said by the hononralile 
person who had spoke last; nevertheless,she hum¬ 
bly conceived her sentence would admit of some 
mitigation. “ Let the bantlings,” said she, “ be sent 
to th{i hospital, according to the advice of l^tT grace, 
and a small collection be made for the jiresent sup¬ 
port of the mother; and, when her Iiealth is re¬ 
covered, I will take her into my family, in (juulity 
of an upper servant, or medium between me and 
my woman; for, iijion my life ! f can’t endure 
to chide or give directions to a creature, who is, in 
point of birth and education, but one degree above 
the vulgar.” 

This proposal met with univei’sal a]»probation. 
The duchess, to her immortal Iiononr, began the 
contribution with a erown; so that the n’st. of the 
company were obliged to n^stnet their liberality to 
half the sum, that her grace might not be affronted. 
And the proposer, demanding the poor woman's 
name and place of abotle, the old mediator could 
not help giving her ladyship a verbal direction, 
though he was extremely mortified, on more accounts 
than one, to find siicli an issue to his solicitation, 

I\‘n*grino, who, “ though humorous as winter, 
had a tear for pity, and a hand ojK'n as day for 
melting charity,” was shocked at the nature and 
result of tliis ungenerous consultation, lie con¬ 
tributed his half-crown, however, and, retiring from 
the company, betook himself to the lodgings of the 
forlorn lady in the straw, according to the direction 
he had hoard. Upon iii<iuiry, he und(‘rstoofl that 
she was then visited by some charitable gentle¬ 
woman, who had sent .for a nurse, and waited the 
return of the messenger; and ho sent ui>his rcs])ects, 
desiring he might be permitted to see her, on pre¬ 
tence of having been intimalewith her late husband. 

Though the poor woman had never heard of his 
name, she did not think proper to deny his request; 
and he was conducted to a paltry chamber in the 
third story, where he found tliis unhappy widow 
sitting upon a truckle-bed, and suckling one of her 
infants, with the most piteous expression of anguish 
in her features, which were naturally regular and 
sweet, wliilc the other was fondled on tiie knee of 
a person, whose attention was so much engrossed 
by her little charge, that, for the j)resent, she could 
mind nothing else; and it was not till after tlui first 
compliments passed betwixt the hai)less mother 
and our adventurer, that he perceived the stranger’s 
countenance, which inspired him with the highest 
esteem and admiration. ITc beheld all th(‘ graces 
of elegance and beauty, breathing sentiment and 
beneficence, and softened into the most eiivlmnting 
tenderness of weeping sympathy. When he de- 
3 lared the cause of his visit, wliich w'as no other 
than the desire of befriending the distressed lady, 
to whom he presented a^hank-note for twenty 
pounds, he was favoured with such a look of eorn- 
})lacency by this amiable phantom, who might have 
been justly tiken tor an angel ministering to tlic 
necessities of mortals, that his whole sonl was 
transpox‘ted with love and veneration. I'lor was 
this prepossession diminished by the information 
of the widow, who, after having trianifested lier 
gratitude in a flood of tears, told him, that the un¬ 
known object of his esteem was a person of honour. 


who having lu*ard by accident of her deplorable 
situation, had immediately obeyed the dictates of 
her humanity, and come m j)(!rson to relieve her 
distress ; that she had not only generously supplied 
her with money for present sustenance, hut also un¬ 
dertaken to provide a nurse for her babes, and even 
promised tx) favour her with proteetion, sliould she 
survive her jn-esent melancholy situation. To these 
articles of intelligence she added, that the name of 

her bcnefat‘tress was the ci'lebrated Lady-, to 

whose oluiraefer the youth was no stranger, thongli 
he had never B<*eTi her jierson before. 'I’he killing 
edge of her charms was a little blunted by the 
aeeidcuits of’ time and fortune ; hut no man of taste 
and imagination, whose nerves were not quife chilled 
with the frost of age, could, <‘ven at that time, look 
upon her with impunity. And as iVregnne saw 
her attractions heightened In the tender ofiieo in 
w'hicli ^le was engaged, he was smitten with her 
])eanty, and so ravished with her eoinpasslon, that 
he eould not siqipress his emotions, hut apjdauded 
her benevolence witii all the warmth of entliusiasm. 

Her ladyship received his eomplimcnts with 
great polifeness and afiability. And the occasion 
on which th(*y met being equally interesting to 
both, an acquaintance commenced between tlicm, 
and they concerted measures for the benefit of the 
widow and her two children, one of whom our hero 
bespoke for his own godson ; for Tickle was not s« 
obscure in the beau monde, Imt that his fame had 
reached the cars of this iad\, who, therefore, did 
not discourage Ids advances towards her frumdship 
and esteem. 

All the particulars relating to their charge being 
adjusted, heattended her ladyshipfoherown house; 
and, by her conversation, had the pleasure of find¬ 
ing her understanding suitable to her other aeeom- 
jilishments. Nor had she tiny reason to think that 
our hero's (pialifieations hud been exaggerated by 
common report. 

One of their adojited eliildrcn died before it was 
hajitized; so that their care concentred in the 
other, for whom they slood sponsors. Understand¬ 
ing that the old agimt was hecfime trouhlesonu* in 
his visits to the mother, to whom he now began 
to administer such counsel as shocked the delicacy 
of her virtue, they nmioved her into another lodg¬ 
ing, where she would not he exposed to his inaclii- 
natioris. To less than a month, our hero learned 
from a noMeman of his uequaintanee, that the hoary 
pander liad actually engaged to procun* for him 
this p<)orafih<‘ted g<‘ntlewoman; and beingfnisjratcd 
inhis mteution,suhstitntcdin licrroom a ri} mph from 
the purlieus of ('ovent (larden, that made his lord- 
ship smart severely for the favours she bestowed. 

Sleanwhile, Tmvgriiic cultivated his new ac¬ 
quaintance with all his art and assiduity, presuui- 
iiig, from the cii'cumstanees of her reputation and 
fate, ^ well a son the strength of his own merit, 
that, m lime, he should be able b) indulge that jias- 
sion which had begun to glow within his breast. 

Asher ladyshiji had undergone a vast variety of 
fortune and adventure, which he ha<l heard indis¬ 
tinctly related, with numberless errors and misre¬ 
presentations, be was no soon<*r entitled, by the 
familiarity of communication, to ask such a favour^ 
than he earnestly entreated her to entertain him 
with the particulars of her story ; and, by dint of 
iniportiinily, she was at length prevailed upon, in a 
select patty, to gratify his curiosity, by the account 
given in the following chapter. 
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** To Loud- 

*‘My Lord,—T he turn ^hich your lordsliip pave to the 
conversation of lust iiipht, having laid nic under {he iiccc*^sny 
of vindicntjnp the hfep I have lately taken in publishing Me¬ 
moirs of iny Life, I think I have a ripht to dentiiml your 
opinion of the luotivch which I then exjilamcd . and thia I 
ask by way of appea! to your judpinL'iit, from the bemiimmts 
ol those who niipht perhajis think my ioilufcineiils weie 
weak or Irivoiouh. For Ihouph no person in tfie (omiiaiiy 
attempied to invalidate the aipumeritb I advamrd, 1 routd 
perceive tliat one peiiJlenian vas not altoj(C‘thcr convir.'i'd of 
the rectitude i>{ that iiieasure. You may remember, he drojipi d 
sevetal dissenlmp hints, (ouclied m the modest exjirrssioiiH 
of, Au/)uiiJiX/on ill your hidi/sliip'i hftirr jiiilijuivui • -Hut, 
io ho sine, you ivimld n»l hax'o taken such a step ivilbout Jirst 
woiyhiuij the cDusequmct't- Youi provocalious u'cic cciiuiiihi 
vety yreat, ultliuuiih the wmld js apt 1“ put the ici»aI 
Itons up'i/t ci’fty i/itr/y -And otlict such ]»ruden{inl iiusinua- 
tioiis that are often more disconeertmp ll»an the di'-jhayed 
ohjivtioiiH of a declaied anta”Oii:st , because they Rci m to 
import sometliiap of preal weu;hl, winch iiersou.d respect 
cmieavoui s to suppiess. Tliese seureiiUous fiapment'^ made 
such impression uimn my nnnd, that I han* been all mpht 
lonp laskinp mv reeolieetion, in oioer to discover tlic weak 
side of my (leff-nce ; but, as one .always sees thiouph the 
mist of pailidlity in one's own ioneeni>, J must have uoouise 
to yimrdisctinmeiit, and seriously insist upon kiiowiiip liow 
far you aiipiovi- the jnslilii alinn of, 

“ My Loui, youi lordship's ino-.t ofiedient servant.” 

AKSWKll 

“Tuai>\m,—I cannot help ohservinc, th.it the st nous 
manner ui which you ask my opimon of the motives, winch 
induced yon to publish yonr Memoirs, is evaetly ol a piece 
wiili t)ie conduct of lliose wlio consult tlieur Inends. lor ap- 
piohation lather than .uUice, and, by a (li,sap]>omtiiU'nr m 
their cxjiectulions ot applause, aic mme than ever wedded 
to ilien own niventions. How would your Uidjslu]) look, 
should I now, in conHeijucnre of your tiemand asbumc the 
an m a severe tuoiaii/.er, and tell yon, tliai the bt( p you Juive 
t.{ken was aitopether jiu’cipitate un<i mexitisai'U , that yon 
have nti>}ccc8s<ji]iy avowed your own mdiscretion, incurred 
the rescntniunt of imlividnals, nnd attracted the lepioaclies 
of a censoiious world, and that, over <md above these dis.id- 
• antapes, yon luivu snhjeutod youisilf l<ir ever ton hie of 
domestic diMpilef by nn ensmp the tyrant of whom \«m com¬ 
plain, iayoml a possibility of iorpiveness or n conciliation i 
Would not nil the lescnimenc of a disa]ipniittL-d author 
take ]>ossession of your ladysinp , overcast .hat (.bectluliusii 
of eonntemmee with a sullen Jinwn, and liphton tiom those 
fitir i'yes m pieams of displetisme ? No. you would he mote 
hurjitised thtm ollendtMl at my oliseivatioiis 'iou would be¬ 
lieve you had been all alonp deceived m youi optmun of 
my (leltcary and understandmp. Yon would be mortiliod at 
the discovery of your own mistake, and look upon me 
'TVitli (‘ompassion, as onu of those iiime, timid r.ition.tlists, 
who, hemp naturally phlepmafic and fearful, aie utter 
slranperB to the refined seUsatiims of the human heart, in- 
c<ip,ibl{‘ of doing jiisljce to those melting tcmlerncsses wliieh 
they never felt. ,md too iriesolute to withstand the toirent of 
ipnorant. malKuous, or wrong-headed elainnnr, when it afh els 
a character in vvlueh their friendship ought to be intt lesttil. 
Youi sentiments, 1 own, would In that ease bejnsf, excejitmp 
that I should engage youi l.idyship's pity, in dcseiviiig your 
contempt, and, insleaii of being despised as a coUi friend, he 
mill repaniod hy you as a weak and timoious well-wisher. 
If your cbaiacter sufiered erueily from misiejiresenlatioiis ; 
If your foibles were magnilied .md multiplied with .all the 
aggravatioii.s of envy and fiction; if tlie qualities of your 
heart w'cie decneil or traduced, and even your understaiidinp 
calledm question , 1 agree w'lth your ladyshiji, that it was not 
only excusable, but highly necessary, to iiubiish n detail of 
your conduct, which would acquit you of all or most of those 
ficand.ilmiB imputations. 'J'lns task you have, in niv opinion, 
performed to tne satist.iction of all the intelligent and un¬ 
prejudiced part ot mankind. He must be very tlefieient m 
c.indoiu .m<I feeling, who, m reading your Memoirs, is not 
inten sted in your favoni; who does not espouse tlie cause of 
beauty, innocence, and love; who docs not see that, as you 
mice were, you would still have continued to lie, the pattern 
of conjugal faith .and felicity, had not the cross aecident.s of 
lonunc lui ced you irom the n.iiui .il Imis of y uur disjiosilion ; 
who does mil exeu.se the tenderness which youth and aLuisi- 
kiiity, so ein ximstanccd, could not possibly resi.sf, and who 
docs not fieely forgive the fault, when he considers the par- 
ticular.s of the temptation. He must be void uf all to*te and 
refieeuoii, who <loes not admiic your spirit, elegance, and 
sense ; and dead to all the finer movements of tlie soul, if he 
is not agitated, thrilled, and transported with the pathetic 
circumstances of your htoiy. Some people who are your 
kdyihip’s friends, and lughly cntvrlaincd with the perfor- 


1 mance, have wished you had spared yourself some urmeecs 
saiy nonfc.ssions, which they thouglit could serve no end, 
but that of alloiUlng a handle to your enemies for censure 
and defam.itioji. I my.He]}; I own, wa.s ol the same opinion, 
until you convinced me, tliat, in HUppresaing one rireum- 
stance which might he afterwards tiiaeuvcrcd, your sin- 
ceniy througli the whole piece would have been called in 
tjueslion Ami what liave you avowed, that your most ma- 
ii'uous foes dare hi.tme, except your disicgard of an unna- 
tnr.il eoiitiaet, vvliicli, tliough auttiorised hy the )awK of your 
coiinliy, was inipo.sed upon your neressity, youth, and 
iuexpenenee ? Nor w.i.s tins conduct lh(* re>ull of vjeious 
levity ami intetnjK'i.mce You bad already given umleuiable 
proofs of your constancy and ronjug.il v iitue to the lirst lord 
of your aiiei’tions, wjui was the elioiec of your love, and to 
whom your heait was iinallerahlj wedded. Y'our natural 
seiiMliiliiy had been,.by this eKtraorilinary care, tenderness, 
and attention, eluTi-lied and iinpioved to such a degree of 
delicacv, as «’ouhl not pos.sibly iilisli tlie attachment of the 
eonnium iim ot husbands No vvemder, then, liiat you wan 
uiKMsj umlei a secoml engagement so much unlike the 
first, that every nrrnmst.inee of the contrast appeared to 
you in the must nggiavatiiig light, and mmle a suitable 
impressK.n ujinn youi niiagmation , and, that you' was not 
inseie-i'de to those attractions winch luid formerly captivated 
yoin iH'arf, nor able to resist the fiattering insiniiaiions, 
ineicdililc assiduity, and surprising perseverance of an artful 
lover And sine iu-eould not havechoseiia more favourable 
oppoitunifv to prefer his addresses. Your passions were 
umisunlly Intemtered hy guel; you was dissatisfied with 
your tfoineslie situ.iiion ; you veas soliiiiiy lor veant^of that 
intimate coiim \toii in win li you had been so Jiappy before; 
and you) •east glowed with Hie most pathetic suseejitihilliy, 
while you was yet .i sti.mgcr to the insidious wiles oi man. 
In »m hd'fctress the nmid longs tni sympathy and consolution; 
il seeks to repose itstdf upon the tend* i friendship of some 
kind ii.irttKi, tha' vs’tll share andnllevuitc its soirow^. ISucii 
a eomfoitcr .ippeareii in the atcomplisheti youth; your 
jugdmcnt w.is pleased witii hisqualiheations, hiadcmcaiKUir 
accpnied yoni ostccin , your fru-ndsliqi was engaged by till 
simeniy . nnd your aflettum wah imctiRibly subdued In 
short, every thing cunspiied to promote his suit, and my 
wonder is not that he suc< cisied, but tliat you lieki out so long. 
Your sentiments wUli regard to those wlio have inveighed 
against your purfoimancc, arc nItoi’etluT eouformatile to tliat 
good sense and heiievolciit <itspositioii winch } liavc always 
.Klmired .ind eslceinctl. As loi wiitcrs who liave exercised 
tlieir pens in aiiusing yonr lady ship, they are L'ltlu r objects uf 
iinith Ol eompassion. They, poor harmkss riCiilutcs, m 
their heaits, vxi-^h you no evil. Their busmess is to cut 
honestly, it they can,— but .nt any rate to cat. I am fully 
peisuaded, tiint, for a very small sum, you luigiit engage the 
whole frilie to ivtute their own revtimgs, and bellow with ail 
their might m your praise It would really he uiichaiitiible, 
a.K well as absurd, lo express the least resi-ntment aga.nst 
such feeble antagonists who are literally the beings ol a 
Rummer (lav. ’I'hey are the noisy insects which th(‘ sun of 
nieiit nevei fails to pioduce , the shadows that ent.tiniially 
accompany success . and indeed a man might ns wellhcht 
with his own shadow, as attempt to chastise such uiisuii- 
Kfantial pliantoms. Hut of all tiie eniotions of ymir heart, 
th.it wliicli 1 am at present temjjted chiefly to ;ipp!.iud. is 
the sorrow you express for having been obhge'd, m vour own 
justific.Uiou, to \ ilily ami expose rhe imm to whom your fate 
is inseparably coiineoted, and th(‘ laudable resolution you 
have taken to live amicalily with bun for tlie futuie, prov idt d 
lie sh.tli peisist in tfial comluet which he iuith of late clioscn 
to maintam. On tlie whole, though you may ba\e inflamed 
the Virulence of envy and malice, rc*U‘-ed the lesentmenl of 
some whose folly and ingratitude you had occasion to display, 
and meurred the censure of those who think it tlieir duty to 
exclaim against the le.ist ininnpcmetit of the nuptial tie, 
howsoever unequally imposed , your Memoirs will always he 
perused with jileasuro liy ail re.iders ol taste and discern¬ 
ment, and your lame, as a bc.nitv nnd author, long survive 
the ill offices of prejuflici- and pc*rson;il animosity. And now 
that I have iieiformed the task enjoined, give me leave to 
add, that I have the lioiiuur to be, 

“ Madam, your most devoted Immble servant. 


CHArTK]{ LXXXT. 

The Memoirs of .a Lady of Quality. 

By tho circtirastances of tlu* .story which I am going 
to relate, you will be convinced of my candour, 
while you are informed of my indiscretion. You 
will be enabled, 1 hope, to perceive, that, howsoever 
my head may have erred, my heart hath always 
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been uncorrupted, and that I have been unhappy, 
because I loved, and was a woman. 

I believe 1 need not observe, that I was the only 
child of a man of good fortune, who indulged me 
in my infaney with all the hmderness of paternal 
affection; and, when 1 was six years old, sent me 
to a private sehool, where I stayed till my age was 
doubled, and became such a favourite, that i was, 
even in those early days, carried to all the places 
of public diversion, the court itself not excepted, 
an indulgence that flattered my love of pleasure, 
to which 1 was naturally addicted, and encouraged 
thase ideas of vanity and ambition which spring up 
so early in the human mind. 

I was lively and good-natured, my imagination 
apt to run riot, my heart liberal and disinterested, 
though I was so obstinately attached to my own 
opinions, that 1 could not well brook contradiction; 
and, in the whole of my disposition, resembled that 
of Henry the Fifth, as described by Shakspearc. 

In my thirteenth year I went to Hath, where I 
was first introduced Inio the world as a woman, 
having been entitled to that privilege b^ my per¬ 
son, which was remarkably tall for my years ; and 
there my fancy was quite captivated by the variety 
of diversions in which 1 was continuallj^engaged. 
Not that the parties were, altogether new to me, 
but because I now found myself considered as a 
person of consequence, and surrounded by a crowd 
of admirers, who courted my acquaintance, and 
fed xny vanity with jiraise and adulation. In short, 
whether or not T deserved their encomiums, I 
leave the world to judge; but my person was com¬ 
mended, and my talent in dancing met with uni¬ 
versal applause. No wonder, then, that every thing 
appeared joyous to a youoj^ creature, who was so 
void of experience and dissimulation, that she 
believed every body’s heart as sincere as her own, 
and every object such as it appeared to be. 

Among the swains who sighed, or pretended to 
sigh for me, were two that bore a pretty eipial share 
of my favour, (it was too superficial to deserve 
the name of love). One of these was a forward 
youth of sixteen, extremely handsome, lively, and 
impudent. He attended in quality of a page upon 
the Princess Amelia, who spent that season at Bath. 
'I'hc other was a Scotch nobleman turned of thirty, 
who was graced with a red ribbon, and danced 
l»articularly well, two qualifications of great weight 
with a girl of my age, whose heart was not deeply 
interested in the cause. Nevertheless, the page 
prevailed over this formidable rival; though our 
amour went no farther than a little flirting, and 
ceas(‘d entirely when I left the place- 

Next year, however, 1 revisited this agreeable 
scene, and passed iny time in the same circle of 
amusements; in which, indeed, each season at Bath 
is exactly resembled by that which succeeds, al¬ 
lowing for the difference of company, which is 
continually varying. There I met witli the same 
incense, and again hatl my favourite, who was a 
North Briton, and captain of foot, near forty years 
of age, and a little lame, an impediment which I 
did not discover, until it was pointed out by some 
of my companions, who rallied me upon my choice. 
He was always cheerful, and very amorous, had a 
good countenance, and an excellent understanding, 
possessed a great deal of art, and would liave per¬ 
suaded me to marry him, liad I not been restrained 
by the authority of my father, whose consent was 
ret to be obtained in favour of a man of liis fortune. 


At the same time, many pr(*posals of marriage 
were made to my parents ; but as they came from 
people whom I did not like, i rejected them all, 
being determined to refuse every man who did not 
make his addresses to myself in person, because I 
had no notion of marrying for any thing but love. 

Among tlicsc formal proposers was a Scottish 
earl, whose pretensions were broke off by some 
difference about settlements ; and the son of an 
English baron, with whom my father was in treaty, 
when he carried me to town, on a visit to a young 
lady, with whom 1 had been intimate from my in¬ 
fancy. She was just delivered of her first son, for 
whom we stood sponsors; so that this occasion 
detained us a whole month, during which 1 went to 
a hall at court, on the queen's birth-day, and there, 
for the first time, felt what love and beauty were. 

The second son of Duke II-, who had just 

returned from his travels, was dancing with the 
princess royal, when a young lady came and desired 
me to go and see a stranger, whom all tin* world 
admired. Upon which I followed her into the 
circle, and observed this object of admiration. He 
was dressed in a coat of white cloth, faced with 
blue satin, embroidered with silver, of the snine 
piece with his waistcoat; his fine hair hung down 
his back in ringlets below his waist; his liat was 
laced with silver, and garnished with a white fea¬ 
ther; hut his person beggared all description. He 
was tall and graceful, neither corpulent nor meagre, 
his limbs finely proportioned, his countenimoeo])L*n 
and majestic, his eyes full of sweetness and vivacity, 
his teeth regular, and his pouting lips of tlie com¬ 
plexion of the damask rose. In short, he uas 
formed for love, and inspired it wherever he aji- 
peared; nor was he a niggard of his talents, hut 
liberally returned it—at least, what passed forsueli. 
For he had a flow of gallantry, for which many 
ladies of this land can vouch from their own ex¬ 
perience. But he exclaimed against murriuge, 
because he had, as yet, met wiili no woman t(» 
whose charms he would surrender his liberty, 
though a princess of France, and lady of the same 
rank in-, were said to be, at that time, ena¬ 

moured of his person. 

I went home, totally engrossed by his idea, flat¬ 
tering myself that he had observed me with some 
attention; for I was >oung and new, and liad the 
good fortune to attract the notice and approbation 
of the queen herself. 

Next day, being at the opera, I was agreeably 
surprised v/ith the appearance of this amiable stran¬ 
ger, who no sooner saw me enter, than he approached 
so near to the place where I sat, that I overheard 
what ho said to his companions ; and was so hajipy 
as to find myself the object of his discourse, which 
abounded with rapturous expressions of love and 
admiration. 

I could not listen to these transports without 
emotion ; my colour changed, my heart throbbed 
with unusual violence, and my eyes betrayed my 
inclination in sundry favourable glances, which he 
seemed to interpret aright, though he could not 
then avail himself of his success, so far as to com¬ 
municate his sentiments by speech, because we 
were strangers to each other. 

I passed that night in the most anxious suspense, 
and several days elapsed before I saw him again. 
At length, however, being at court on a ball-night, 
and determined against dancing, I perceived him 
among the crowd, and, to my unspeakable joy, saw 
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him advance, with my Lord P—, who introduced 
him to my acquaintance, lie soon found means to 
alter my resolution, and I condescended to be liis 
partner all the eveninf?; during which he declared 
his passion in the most tender and persuasive terms 
that real love could dictate, or fruitful imagination 
invent. 

T believed his protestations, because I wished 
them true, and was an unexperienced girl of fifteen. 
I complied with his earnest request of being per¬ 
mitted to visit me, and even invited him to break¬ 
fast next morning; so that you may imagine, (1 
speak to those that feel,) 1 did not, that night, enjoy 
much repose. Such was the hurry and flutter of 
my spirits, tliat 1 rose at six to receive him at ten, 

1 dressed myself in anew pink satin gown, and my 
best laced night-clothes, an<l was so animated by 
the occasion, that, if ever I deserved a compliment 
upon my looks, it was my due at this meeting. 

The wished-for moment came that brought my 
lovt'r to my view. 1 was overwhelmed with joy, 
modesty, and fear of I knew not what. We sat 
down to breakfast, but did not eat. He renewed 
his addresses with irresistible eloquence, and pressed 
me to accept of his hand without further hesitation. 
But, to such a precipitate step I objected, as a mea¬ 
sure repugnant to decency, as well us to that duty I 
which I owed to my father, whom I tenderly loved. | 

Though I withstood this premature pr<»posal, I ; 
did not attempt to disguise the situation of iny 
thoughts; and tluLS commenced a tender corre¬ 
spondence, which was maintained bp^ letters while 
J remained in the country, and earned on, when I 
was in town, by private interviews, twice or thrice 
a week, at the house of my milliner, where such 
endearments passed as refined and happy lovers 
know, and others can only guess. Truth and inno¬ 
cence prevaili'd on my side, while his heart was 
fraught with sincerity and love. Such fre(jUont 
intercourse created an intimacy which 1 began to 
think dangerous and therefore yielded to his re¬ 
peated desire that we might be united for ever. 
Nju, I resolved to avoid him, until the day should 
Ik* fixed, and v<‘ry innocently, though not very 
wisely, told him my reason fo'* this determination, 
which w’as no other thar .* consciousness of my 
iiK'apacity to refuse Innr anything he should de¬ 
mand as a testimony of my love. 

'J'iie time w’as aeeonlingly appointed, at the dis¬ 
tance of a few day.s, during which 1 intended to 
have implored my father’s con.sont, though J had 
but faint hopes of obtaining it. But he was by 
some means or other apprised of our design, before 
I could prevail upon myself to make him acquainted 
witli oiir purpose. J had danced with my lover at 
the ridotto on the preceding evening, and there 
perhaps our eyes betrayed us. (Certain it is, several 
of Lord W—m’s relations, who disapproved of the 
match, came up and rallied him on his passion; 

Jjord S-k, in particular, used this remarkable 

expression, “ Nephew, as much love as you please, 
but no matrimony.” 

Next day, the priest being prepared, and the 
bridegroom waiting for me at the appointed place, 
in all the transports of impatient expectation, 1 was, 
without any previous warning, carried into the 
country by m} father, who took no notice of the 
intelligence he had received, but decoyed me into 
the coach on pretence of taking the air; and when 
we had proceeded as far as Tumham-green, gave 
me to understand, that he would dine in that place. 


^'hcre was no remedy. I was obliged to bear 
my disappointment, though with an aching heart, 
and followed him up stairs into an apartment, 
where he told me he was minutely informed of my 
matrimonial scheme. I did not attempt to disguise 
the truth, but assured him, while the tears gushed 
from my eyes, that my want of courage alone bad 
hindered me from making him privy to my passion; 
though I owned, 1 should have married Lord 
W—in, even though he had disapproved of my 
! choice. I reminded him of the uneasy life I led at 
home, and frankly acknowledged, that I loved my 
admirer too well to live without him; thongh, if 
he would favour me with his consent, I would defer 
my intention, and punctually observe any day he 
would fix for our nuptials. Meanwhile J begged 
he would permit me to send a message to Lord 
W—m, who was waiting in expectation of my 
coming, and might, without such notice, imagine I 
was playing the jilt. IJe granted this last request; 
in conseijuencc of which I sent a letter to my lover, 
who, when he received it, had almost fainted away, 
believing I should be locked up in the country, and 
snatched for ever from his arms. Tortured with 
these afiprchensions, ho changtHl clotlies imme¬ 
diately, and, taking horse, resolved to follow me 
whithersoever wc should go. 

Alter dinner, we proceeded as far as Brentford, 
where we lay, intending to he at iny father’s 
country house next night; and my admirer putting 
up at the same inn, practised every expedient his 
invention could suggest to procure an interview ; 
but all his endeavours were unsuccessful, beeause 
I, who little dreamed of his being so near, had 
gone to bed upon our first arrival, overwhelmed 
with affliction and tears. 

In the morning 1 threw myself at my father’s 
feet, and conjured him, by all the ties of paternal 
afiection, to indulge me with an opportunity of 
seeing my admirer once more, liefore 1 should be 
conveyed from his wishes. The melancholy con¬ 
dition in which 1 preferred this supplication, melted 
the tender heart of my parent, who yielded to my 
supplications, and carried me back to town for that 
purpose. 

Ivord W—m, who had watched our motions, and 
arrived at his own lodgings before wc arrived at 
my father’s house, obeyed my summons on the 
instant, and appeared before me like an angel. Our 
faculties were for some minutes suspended by a 
conflict of grief and joy. At length I recovered 
the use of speech, and gave him to understand, that 
I was come to toM-n in order to take my leave ol 
him, by the permission of my father, whom 1 had 
promised to attend into the country next day, be¬ 
fore he would consent to my return; the chief 
cause and pretence of which was my earnest desire 
to convince him, that I was not to blame for the 
disappointment he had suffered, and that I should 
see him again in a month, when the nuptial knot 
should be tied in spite of all opposition. 

My lover, who was better acquainted with the 
world, had well nigh run distracted with this infor¬ 
mation. lie swore he would not leave me, until I 
should promise to meet and marry him next day ; 
or, if 1 refused to grant that request, he would im¬ 
mediately leave the kingdom, to which he would 
never more return; and, before his departure, 
sacrifice J^ord H. B—, son to the duke of IS. A —t 
who was the only person upon earth who could 
have betrayed us to my father, because he alone 
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was trusted with the secret of our intended mar¬ 
riage, and had actually undertaken to give me 
away; an office which he afterwards dcclinecL 
Lord W —m also affirmed, that my fatlier decoyed 
me into the country, with a view of cooping me 
up, and sequestering me entirely from his view and 
correspondence. 

In vain I pleaded my father’s wd! known ttmder- 
nesB, and used all the arguments I could recollect 
to divert him from his revenge upon Lord II—. 
lie w'as deaf to all my representations, and nothing, 
I found, would jirevail upon him to supiiress his 
resentment, but a positive promise to comply with 
his former desire. J told him I w'oiild hazard 
everything to make him happy; but could not, 
with any regard to my duty, take such a step with¬ 
out the knowledge of my jmrent; or, if I were so 
inclined, it would Im* imiiracticable to elude his 
vigilance and suspicion. However, lu* employed 
such pathetic remonstriinees, and retained such a 
powerful advocate within my own breast, that, be¬ 
fore we parted, I assured him my whole power 
should he exerted for his satisfaction ; and he sig- 
nilied his resolution of sitting up all night, in ex¬ 
pectation of sei'ing int* at his lodgings. 

He had no sooner retired, than 1 went into the 
next room, and desired my father to fix a day for 
the marriage; iu w'hich ease I would cheerfully 
?vuit upon him into the eountry; whereas, should he 
deny my reipiest, on pretence of staying for the 
consent of my mother's relations, whicli was very 
uncertain, I w'ould seize the first opportunity of 
marry mg Lord VV—m, co.st what it would. He 
consented to the match, hut w'ould not appoint a 
day for the ceremony, which Ikj jiroposed to defer 
until all parties sliould be agreed; and such a 
favom’uble crisis, i feared, would iieviT happen. 

1 therefore resolved within niy.self to gratify my 
lover’s expectation, by eloping, if possible, that very 
night; though the execution of this plan was ex¬ 
tremely difficult, because my father was upon the 
alarm, and my own maid, who was my heilfellow, 
altogether in his interest. >Jotwitlistandiiig these 
coiislderutioiis, I found means to engage one of the 
housemaids in my behalf, who bespoke a hackney 
coach, to he kept in waiting all night; and to bed 
] went witii my Abigail, whom, as I had not closed 
an eye, T waked about five in the morning, and sent 
to pack up some things for our intended journey. 

While she was thus employed, 1 got up, and 
huddled on my chdhes, standing upon my pillow, 
lest my father, who lay in the chamber below, 
should hear me afoot, and suspect my design. 

Having dreK.sed myself with great desput(di and 
disorder, i flounced down stairs, stalking as heavily 
as I could tread, that he might mistake me for one 
of the servants; and my confederate opening the 
door, 1 sallied out into the street, though 1 knew 
not which way to turn; and, to my unsiJcakable 
mortification, neither coach nor chair apjjeared. 

Having travelled on foot a good way, iu hope of 
finding a convenience; and being not only dis¬ 
appointed iu that particular, but also bewildered in 
my peregrination. 1 began to be exceedingly 
alarmed with the apprehension of being met by 
some person who might know me; because, in that 
case, my design would undoubtedly have been dis¬ 
covered, from every circumstance of iny appearance 
at that time of day; for I had put on the very 
clothes which I had pulled off over night, so that 
ray dress was altogether odd and peculiar. IWfy 


shoes were very fine, and over a large hoop I wore 
a j)ink satin quilted petticoat trimmed with silver, 
which was partly covered by a white dimity night¬ 
gown, a full quarter of a yard too short; my 
handkerchief ami apron were hurried on without 
pinning; my night-cap could not contain my hair, 
which hung about my ears in great disorder, and 
my oouatenance denoted a mixture of hope and 
fear, joy and shame. 

In this dilemma, I made my addresses to that 
honourable member of society, a slmc-biack, whom 
I earnestly entreated to provide me with aeoueli or 
chair, promising to reward him liberally for his 
trouble; but he, having the misfortune to be lame, 
was unable to keep up with my pace ; so that by 
his advice and direction, I went iuto the first public 
house I found open, wdiere 1 staid some, time, in the 
utmost eonstemutioTi, among a crew of wretches 
whom I tliouglit proper to bribe for their civllit}', 
not without the terror of being stnjipcd. At length, 
iKnvever, my niesscager returned witii a chair, of 
which I took immediate jiossession; and fearing 
that, b} this time, my f.imily w’ould be alarmed, 
and send directly to Lord VV—m’s lodging, I 
ordered myselt' to be carried thither backwards, 
that so I might ])ass undiseovin*d. 

This stratagem succeeded according to my wish; 

1 ran up stairs, in a state of trepidation to my 
faithful lover, wdio waited for me with the most 
impatient and fearful suspense. At sight of me his 
(‘y<’.s lightened with transport; he caught me in his 
arms, as the richest present Heaven coukl bestow; 
gave me to umhi’stand that my father had already 
sent to his lodgings in quest of me; tlu*n ajiiilaucUng 
my love and resolution in the most rapturous tenns, 
he ordered a hackney-coach to be called, and, tliat 
we might run no risk of separation, attended me to 
church, where we were laAvfully joined in the sight 
of Heaven. 

His fears w’cre then all over, but mine recurred 
with double aggravation; 1 dreaded the sight of my 
father, an<l sliared all tlie sorrow he siilfered on 
account of my undutiful behaviour; for 1 loved 
him with siutli piidy of affection, that I voiild 
have endured every other species of distress, 
rather than have given him the least unca.siness; 
but love, where he reigns in full empire, is altogether 
irresistible, surmounts every difliculty, and swallows 
u]> aJl other considerations. This was the case ■with 
me; and now the irrevoeuble step was taken, my 
first care was to avoid his sight. With tliis >iew, 

T begged tiiat Lord W—m 'M'ould think of some 
remote jdace in the country, to which we might 
retire for tlu' present; and h<‘ forthwith conducted 
me to a house on Illaekiieatli, where "we were very 
civilly received by a laughter-loving dame, who 
seemed to mistake me for one of her ow'ii sisterhood. 

I no sooner perceived her opinion, tlian 1 desired 
Lord W—ra to undeceive her; upon wdiieh she 
w'as made aeipiainted with the nature of my situa¬ 
tion, and shewed us into a private room, where I 
called for pen and j»apcr, and wrote an ajHilogy to 
my father, for having acted contrary to his will in 
so important a concern. 

This task l>eing performed, the bridegroom gave 
me to understand, that there was a necessity for our 
being bedded immediately, in order to render the 
marriage binding, lest niy father sliould discover 
and part us before consummation. I pleaded hard 
for a respite till the evening, objecting to the 
indecency of going to bed before noon; but he 
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found nioatis to iuvaUduto all iny argmiKMits, and to 
convince me that it was now my duty to obey. 
Kather than hazard the imputation of being ob¬ 
stinate and refractory on tlie first day of iny 
probation, I suffered myself to be led into a 
eliainlxT, vliich was darkened by Ttiy express 
Klij)idation, that my shame and confusion mi^ht Ih* 
the better concealed, and yielded to tlie privilege of 
a dear husband, ■who love<l me to adoration. 

About fiv(* o’clock in the afternoon "we 'were 
called to rVmner,-which we had ordered to he ready 
at four; hut such a jialtry care had been forgot 
amidst the transports of our mutual bliss. We got 
up, li()w<;\ er, and when "W'e came down stairs, T was 
ashamed to see the light of day, or meet the eyes 
of luy h(d(jved lord. I ate little, said less, was 
happy, tliough overwhelmed with confusion, under- , 
■went a thousand agitations, some of which were 
jiainful, hut by far the greater ])art belonged to 
rapture and delight; we were im]>aradised in tlie 
gratification of our mutual wislies, and felt all that 
love can bestow, ami sensihilit) enjoy. 

In tin* twilight we returned to Lord W —m’s 
lodgings in town, where I received a letter from 
my father, iuiporling that he would never see me 
again. Jhit tiiere was one circumsianee in his 
manner of writing, from which T conceived a happy 
lUTsage of his future indulgence, ile had begun 
with his usual appellation of Dear Famnj, which, 
though it was expunged to make way for the word 
Madam^ encouraged me to liope that his paternal 
fondness was not yet extinguished. 

At supper we were visited by Lord W—in's 
younger sister, who lauglietl at ns for our in¬ 
considerate match, thongh she owned she envied 
our haiiiuness, and offtTed me the use of her clothes 
until 1 could retrieve my own. vSlie was a woniau 
of a great deal of humour, plain hut genteel, civil, 
friendly, and perh'ctly well bred. SShe favoured 
ns willi her com]>any till the night was pretty far 
advanced, and did not take her leave till we retired 
to our apartment. 

As our lodgings were not s]iaeiousor magnillcent, 
we resolved to see little com]jaiiy; but this resolution 
was frustrated by the numerous acquaintance of 
Jiord W—m, who let in half the towm ; so that T 
ran the gauntlet for a whole week among a set of 
■\vits, who always delight in teasing a young crea¬ 
ture of any note, when she luqipens to make such 
a stolen match. Among those that visited ns upon 
this occasion -was my lord’s younger brother, who 
was at that time in keeping with a rich heiress of 
maseuline memory, and took that o])portunit^ of 
making a parade 'with Ins cipiijiage, which was 
indeed very magnifioeiit, hut altogetiier disregarded 
by us, who.se happiness con.sisted in the opulence of 
mutual love. 

'I’liis ceremony of receiving visits being yicr- 
formed, we went to wait on his mother, the duchess 
of 11—, who, hearing 1 was an heiress, readily 
forgave her son ibr marrying without herkiiowledge 
and consent, and favoured us with a very cordial 
m*ei>tion ; insomuch, that for several months, we 
dined almost constantly at her table; and 1 must 
own, 1 always found lier unaltered in her civility 
and aflection, contrary to luu* genci’al character, 
which -w'as liaughty and caiiricions. Slic -was 
undoubtedly a woman of great spirit and under¬ 
standing, but subject to an inlimiity which very 
much impairs and disguises every other qualili- 
cation. 


Jn about three wrecks after our marriage, 1 was 
so haj)py as to obtain the forgiveness of my father, 
to whose house wc repaired, in order to pay our 
respects and submission. At sight of me he wept; 

or did I behold his tears unmoved. My heart 
was overcharged with tenderness and sorrow, for 
laving offended such an indulgent parent; bo that 
T mingled my tears with his, while my dear 
husband, whose soul was of the softest and gentlest 
mould, melted wiili synqiathy at the affecting scene. 

Heing thus reconciled to my father, "wx* attended 
[lim into the country, where we 'W'ere received by 
luy mother, who was a sensible good woman, 
though not .susceptible to love, and therefore less 
ajit to excuse a "WTakne-ss to which she was an 
iti(;r stranger. This w’as likewise the case with an 
incle, from whom I had great expectations. He 
ivas a plain good-natured man, and treated us with 
great courtesy, though his notions, in point of love, 
were not exactly conformable to ours. Neverthe¬ 
less, I was, and R(*cnied to be so happy in my 
.'hoice, that my family not only became satisfied 
with the match, but exceedingly fond of Lord 
Vs —m. 

After a short stay with them in the country, wo 
returned to London, in order to he introduced at 
court, and then set out for the north, on a visit to 
my brother-in-law the duke of II- who had, by 
a letter to Lord W—m, invited us to his habitation. 
My father accordingly equipped us with Imrsos 
and money ; for our own finances were extremely 
blender, consisting only of a small jiension, allowed 
by his grace, upon whom the brothers w’ere en¬ 
tirely dependent, the father having died suddenly, 
before suitable provision could be made for his 
) ounger children. 

Wlien 1 took my leave of my relations, bidding 
adieu to my paternal home, and found mjself 
laiiiiehing into a world of care and trouble, though 
the voyage on which I had embarked was altoge¬ 
ther voluntary, and my companion, the person on 
whom T doated to distraction, 1 could not help feel¬ 
ing some melancholy sensations, which, however, 
in a little time, gave waiy to a train of more agret*- 
ahlc ideas. I was visited in town by almost all tbe 
women of fashion, many of whom, I perceived, 
envied me the possession of a man who had made 
strange havoc among their hearts, and some of 
them knew the value of his favour. One in par¬ 
ticular endeavoured to cultivate my friendship with 
shigul.ir marks of regard; hut 1 thought jjroper 
to diseourape h(‘r advances, by keeping ■\>itlmi the 
hounds of hare civility; and, indeed, to none of 
them was 1 lavish of my complaisance; for I dedi¬ 
cated my whole time to the object of my affection, 
who engrossed my w ishes to such a degree, that, 
although I was never jealous, because I had no 
reason to be so, J envied the happiness of every 
woman whom he chanced at any time to hand into 
a coach. 

The duchess of-, who was newly married 

to the carl of T-, a particular friend of Ixird 

W-’.%carricdnie to court, andpresentedmetothe 

queen, who expressed her approbation of my per¬ 
son in very particular terms, and ob.serving the 
satisfaction that aiijicared in my countenance, wuth 
marks of admiration, desired her ladies to take 
notice, how little liai^pin'.ss depended upon wealth, 
since there was more joy in my face tlian in all her 
court besides. 

Such a declaration could not fail to overwhelm 
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me with blushes, which her majesty seemed to 
behold with pleasure; for she frequently repeated 
the remark, and showed me to all the forei^ers of 
distinction, with many gracious expressions of 
favour. She wished Lord W—m happiness instead 
of joy, and was pleased to promise, that she would 
provide for her pretty beggars. And poor enough 
we certainly were in every article but love. Never¬ 
theless, we felt no necessities, but passed the sum¬ 
mer in a variety of pleasures and parties; the 
greatest part of which were planned by Lord 
W—m’s sister and another lady, who was at that 
time mistress to the prime minister. Tlic first was 
a wit, but homely in her person; the other a 
woman of great beauty and masculine understand¬ 
ing ; and a particular friendship subsisted between 
them, though they were both lovers of jKiwer and 
admiration. 

This lady, who sat at the lielm, was extremely 
elegant, as well as expensive in her diversions, in 
many of which we bore a share, particularly in her 
parties upon the water, which were contrived in all 
the magnificence of taste. In the coarse of these 
amusements, a trifling circumstance occurred, wliieh 
I sliall relate as an instance of that jealous sen¬ 
sibility which characterized Lord W-—m’s disposi¬ 
tion. A large company of ladies and gentlemen 
having agreed to dine at Vauxhall, and sup at 
Marblehall, where we proposed to conclude the 
evening with a dance, one barge being insufficient 
to contain the whole company, we were divided by 
lots; in consequence of whien, my husband and T 
were parted. This separation was equally mor¬ 
tifying to us both, who, though married, were still 
lovers; and my chagrin increased when I perceived 
that I was doomed to sit by Sir \V — Y—, a man 
of professed gallantry; for, althougli liord W —in 
had, before h.s marriage, made his addresses to 
every woman he saw, I knew very w’cll he did 
not desire that any person should make love to 
his wife. 

That I nii^ht not, therefore, give umbrage, by 
talking to this gallant, I conversed with a Scoleh 
nobleman, who, according to common rejiort, had 
formerly sighed among my admirers. Jly these 
means, in seeking to avoid one error, 1 unwittingly 
plunged myself into a greater, and disobliged Lord 
W—m so much, that he could not conceal his dis¬ 
pleasure; nay, so deeply was he oftended at my 
conduct, that, in the evening, when the bull began, 
he would scarce deign to take me by the hand in 
the course of dancing, and darted such unkind 
looks, as pierced me to the very soul. What 
augmented my concern, was my ignorance of the 
trespass 1 had committed. 1 was tortured with a 
thousand uneasy reflections; I began to fear that 1 
had mistaken his temper, and given my heart to a 
man who was tired of possession; though T resolved 
to bear without complaining the misfortune 1 had 
entailed upon myself. 

I seized the first opportunity of speaking to him, 
and thereby discovered the cause of his chagrin; 
but, as there was no time for expostulation, the 
misunderstanding continued on his side, with such 
evident marks of uneasiness, that every individual 
of the company made up to me, and inquired about 
the cause of his disorder; so that 1 was fain to 
amuse their concern, by saying, tliat he had been 
ill the day before, and dancing did not agree with 
his constitution. So much was he incensed by this 
unhappy circumstance of my conduct, which was 


void of all intention to offend him, that he deter¬ 
mined to be revenged on me for my indiscretion, 
and at supper, chancing to sit between two very 
handsome ladies, one of whom is lately dead, and 
the other, at present, my neighbour in the country, 
he affected an air of gaiety, and openly coquetted 
with them both. 

This was not the only punishment he inflicted on 
his innocent wife. In the course of our entertain¬ 
ment, we engaged in some simple diversion, in 
consequence of which the gentlemen were ordered 
to salute the ladies; when Lord W—, in perform¬ 
ing this command, unkindly neglected me in my 
turn; and 1 had occasion for all my discretion and 
pride, to conceal from the company the agonies I 
felt at this mark of indifference and disrespect. 
However, I obtained the victory over myself, and 
pretended to laugh at his husband-like behaviour, 
while the tears stood in my eyes, and my heart 
swelled even to bui’sting. 

We broke up about five, after liaving spent the 
most tedious evening 1 had ever known; and this 
offended lover went to bed in a state of sullen 
silence and disgust. Whatever desire 1 had to 
come to an explaifation, 1 thought myself so imicli 
aggrieved by his unreasonable prejudice, that 1 
could not prevail upon myself to demand a con- 
fen*uce, till after his first nap, when my pride 
giving way to my tenderness, 1 clasped him in my 
arms, though he pretended to discourage these 
advances of iny love. I asked how he could be so 
unjust as to take umbrage at my civility to a man 
whom he knew 1 had refused for his sake; I chid 
him for his barbarous endeavours to awake my 
jealousy, and used such irresistible arguments in 
my own vindication, that he was convinced of my 
innocence, sealed my acquittal with a kind embrace, 
and we mutually enjoyed the soft transports of a 
fond ix»eonciliation. 

N(*vcr was pa88i<m more eager, delicate, or un¬ 
reserved, than that which glowed wdthin our 
breasts. Far from being cloyed with the possCvS- 
sion of each other, our raptures seemed to increase 
with the term of our union. When we were parted, 
though but for a few hours, by the necessary 
avocations of life, we were unhappy during that 
brief separation, and met again, like lovers who 
knew no joy but in one another’s presence. How 
many delicious evenings did we spend together, in 
our little apartment, alter we had ordered the can¬ 
dles to he taken away, that we might enjoy the 
agreeable reflection of the moon in a fine summer’s 
evening. Such a mild and solemn scene naturally 
dis}X)ses the mind to peace and benevolence; but, 
when improved with the conversation of the man 
one loves, it fills the imagination with ideas of 
ineffable delight I For my own part, I can safely 
say, my heart was so wholly engrossed by my hus¬ 
band, that 1 never took pleasure in any diversion 
where he was not personally concerned ; nor was I 
ever guilty of one tliought repugnant to my duty 
and my love. 

In the autumn we set out for the north, and were 
met on the road by the duke and twenty gentle¬ 
men, wlio conducted us to H—n, where we lived in 
all imaginable splendour. His grace, at that time, 
maintained above an hundred servants, with a hand 
of music, which always-performed at dinner, kept 
open table, and was visited by a great deal of com¬ 
pany. The economy of his house was superin¬ 
tended by his eldest sister, a beautiful young lady 
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at an amiable temper, with whom I sofin contracted 
an intiinatc friendship. She and the duke used to 
rally me upon my fondness for Ijord W—m, who 
was a sort of a humourist, and apt to be in a jiet, 
ill which ease he would leave the company and go 
to bed by seven o’clock in the evening. On these 
occasions, I always disajipeared, giving up every 
consideration to that of pleasing iny husband, not¬ 
withstanding the ridicule of his relations, who 
taxed me with having spoiled him with too much 
indulgence. Rut how could I express too much 
tenderness and condescension for a man, who doated 
upon me to such excess, that, when business obliged 
him to leave me, he always snatched the first 
opportunity to return, and often rode through dark¬ 
ness, storms, and tempests to my arms. 

Having staid about seven months in this place, I 
found myself in a fair way of being a mother; and 
that I might be near my own relations, in such an 
interesting situation, 1 and my dear companion 
departed from II—u, not without great reluctance; 
for I was fond of the Scots in general, who treated 
me with great hospitality and respect; and to this 
day, they pay me the compliment of saying, I was 
one of the best wives in that country ; which is so 
justly celebrated for good women. 

Lord W—m having attended nje to my father’s 
house, was obliged to return to Scotland, to support 
his interest in being elected member of parliament; 
so that he took his leave of me, with a full resolu¬ 
tion of seeing me again before the time of my 
lying-in; and all the comfort I enjoyed in his 
absence, was the perusal of his letters, which I 
punctually received, together with those of his 
sister, who, from time to time, favoured me with 
assurances of his constancy and devotion. Indeed, 
these testimonials were necessary to one of my 
disposition; for I was none of those who could be 
contented with half an heart. 1 could not even 
spare one complacent look to any other woman, 
but expected the undivided homage of his love. 
Had 1 been disappointed in this expectation, 1 
should, though a wife, have rebelled or died. 

Meanwhile my parents treated me with great 
tendernes.s. Intending that Lord W —m should be 
settled in a house of his own, and aeeommodated 
with my fortune, and his expectations from the 
(pieen were very sanguine, when I was taken ill, 
and delivered of a dead child—an event which 
atfeeted me extremely. When I understood the 
extent of my misfortune, my heart throbbed with 
such violence, that my breast could scarce contain 
it; and my anxiety, being aggravated by the absence 
of my lord, produced a dangerous fever, of which 
he was no sooner apprised by letter, than he came 
]>ost from Scotland ; but, before his arrival, I was 
supposed to be in a fair way. 

During this journey, he was tortured with all 
tluit terrible suspense which prevails in the minds 
of tho.se who are in danger of losing that which is 
most dear to them; and, when he entered the house, 
was so much overwhelmed with apprehension, that 
be durst not inquire about the state of my health. 

As for my part, I never closed an eye from the 
time on which I expected his return ; and, when I 
heard his voice, I threw open my curtains, and sat 
up in the bed to receive him, though at the hazard 
of my life. He run towards me with all the eager¬ 
ness of passion, and clasped me in his arms; he 
kneeled by the bedside, kissed my band a thousand 
times, and wei>t with transports of teiulerness and 


joy. In short, this meeting was so pathetic as to 
overcome my enfeebled constitution, and we were 
parted by those who were wiser than ourselves, 
and saw that nothing was so proper for us 0 $ a 
little repose. 

Rut how shall I relate the deplorable transition 
from envied happiness to excess of misery which I 
now sustained! My month was hardly up, when 
my dear husband was taken ill; perhaps the fatigue 
of body, as well as mind, which he had undergone 
on my account, occasioned a fatal ferment in his 
blood, and his health fell a sacrifice to his love. 
Physicians were called from London; but alas 1 
they brought no hopes of his recovery. By their 
advice, he was removed to town, for the convenience 
of being punctually attended. Every moment was 
too precious to be thrown away; he was therefore 
immediately put into the coach, though the day 
was far spent; and I, though exceedingly weak, 
accompanied him in the journey, which was per¬ 
formed by the light of flambeaux, and rendered 
unspe:ikingly shocking by the dismal apprehension 
of losing him every moment. 

At length, however, we arrived at our lodgings 
in Pall Mall, where I lay by him on the floor, and 
attended the issue of his distemper in all the agonies 
of horror and despair. In a little time his malady 
settled upon his brain, and, in his delirium, he 
uttered such dreadful exclamations, as were suffi¬ 
cient to pierce the most savage heart. What effect 
then must they have had on mine, which was 
fraught with every sentiment of the most melting 
affection 1 It was not a common grief that took 
possession of my soul; I felt all the aggravation of 
the most acute distress. I sometimes ran down to 
the street in a fit of distraction: 1 sent for the 
doctors every minute: I wearied Heaven with my 
prayers. Even now my heart aches at the remem¬ 
brance of what I suffered, and I cannot, without 
trembling, proceed with the woful story. 

After having lain insensible some days, he re- 
coverid the use of si>eech, and called upon my 
name, which he had a thousand times repeated 
while he was bereft of reason. All hopes of his 
life were now relinquished, and I was led to his 
bedside to receive his last adieu, being directed to 
summon all my fortitude, and suppress my sorrow, 
that he might not be disturbed by my agitation. 
I collected all my resolution to support me in this 
affecting scene. I saw my dear lord in extremity. 
The beauties of his youth were all decayed; yet 
his eyes, though languid, retained unspeakable 
sweetness and expres.sion. He felt his end ap¬ 
proaching, put forth his hand, and, with a look full 
of complacency and benevolence, uttered such a 
tender tale—Good Heaven 1 how had I deserved 
such accumulated affliction! — the bare remem¬ 
brance of which now melts me into tears. Human 
nature could not undergo my situation without 
Buffering an ecstacy of grief! I clasped him in 
my arras, and kissed him a thousand times, with 
the most violent emotions of woe; but I was torn 
from his embrace, and in a little time he was 
ravished for ever from my view. 

On that fatal morning, which put a period to his 

life, I saw the 1 )uchess of L-approach my bed, 

and, from her appearance, concluded that he w.as 
no more; yet I begged she would not confirm the 
unhappy presage by announcing his death; and she 
accordingly preserved the most emphatic silence. 
I I got up, and trod softly over his head, as if I had 
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been afraid of interrupting his repose. Alas! lie 
was no longer sensible of sueli disturbance. I vas 
seized with a stupefaction of sorrow: 1 threw up 
the window, and, looking around, thought tht sun 
shone with the most dismal aspect; every thing 
was solitary, cheerless, an<l reph*fe with horror. 

In this condition I was, by the direction of ir.y 
friend, conveyed to her liouse, wIutc mv faeultics 
were so overpowered by the load of anguish w'hich 
oppressed me, that I know not w'hat passed during 
the first days of my uiilia])py w idowhood ; this only 
I know, the kind duchess treated me with all 
imaginable care and eomjiassion, and carried me 
to her country-house, where 1 staid some months; 
during which, she endeavoured to comfort me with 
all the amusements she could invent, and laid me 
under such obligations as shall never be erased 
from my remembrance. Yet, notwithstanding all 
her care and concern, 1 was, by my excess of grief, 
jdunged into a languishing distemper, for which my 
physicians advised me to drink the Lath waters. 

In compliance with tliis prescrijition, 1 went 
thither towards the end of summer, and found soim* 
benefit by adhering to their directions. Though I 
seldom went abroad, except when 1 visited my 
sister-in-law, who was there with the princess ; 
and, upon these occasions, I never failed to atlniet 
the notice of the company, who were struck with 
the appearance of such a young creature in weeds. 
Nor was I free from the iiersecution of professed 
admirers; but, being dead to all joy, 1 was deaf to 
the voice of adulation. 

About (fiiristmas I repaired to my father’s house, 
w’here my sorrows were revived by every object 
that recailed llio idea of my dear lamented lord. 
Ihit these mehmclKily reflections T was obliged to 
bear, because I had no other home or habitation, 
being loil an unpro^ided widow, altogether dejieii- 
dent on the ufleefion of my own family. 

During this winter, <livors overtures were made 
to my father, by people who demanded me in 
marriage; but my heart was not y<‘t sufiieiently 
weaned from my former passion to admit the 
thoughts of another master. Among those that 
presented their proposals was a certain young 
nobleman, who, upon the first news of Jyord 

W-m’s death, came post from I'aris, in order 

to declare bis jiassion. He made his first ajijiear- 
ance in a hired chariot and six, acconi])anied by a 
big fat fellow, whom (as 1 afterwards learned) he 
had engaged to sound his praises, with a proinise 
of a thousand pounds, in lieu of vhich he paid him 
with forty. Whether it was with a view of screen¬ 
ing himself from the cold, or of making a coiufort- 
ahle medium in ease of being overturned, and 
falling under his weighty companion, I know not; 
but, certain it is, the enrriugc was stuffed M'ith hay, 
in such a manner, that, when he a^^i^ed. the 
servants were, at some pains in rummaging an<l 
removing it, before they eouhl come at their master, 
or help him to alight,. Wlien he w’as lifted out of 
tlie chariot, he exhibited a very ludicrous figure 
to tlie view. He w’as a thin, meagre, shivering 
creature, of a low stature, with little black eyes, a 
long nose, sallow complexion, and pitted M’ith llie 
sinail-pox; dressed in a coat of light brown frieze, 
lined with pink-coloured shag, a monstrous solitaire 
and bag, and (if I remember right) a pair of liiige 
jaekbools. In a word, his whole appearance was 
BO little calculated for inspiring love, that 1 had (on 
the strength of seeing him once before at Oxford) 


set him down as the last man on earth whom I 
w'ould choose to wed; and I will venture to affinn, 
that he was iu every particular the reverse of niy 
late Im.shand. 

As my father was not at home, he staid but one 
evening, and left his errand with my mother, to 
whom hewu^ as disagreeable as to myself; so that 
his proposal was absolutely rejected, and 1 heard 
no more of him during the spac<* of throe wliole 
months, at the expiration of which 1 went to town, 
wliere this mortifying figure presented itself again, 
and renewed his suit, ottering such ailvantageous 
terms of settlement, that my father began to relish 
the match, and wannly recommended it to my 
consid(.*ration. 

Jvord W- -m’s relations advised me to embrace 
the opportunity of making myself independent. 
All my ac<jumntancc jilicd me with arguments to 
tin* same purpose. I was uneasy at home, and in- 
different to all mankind.—I weighed the motives 
with the objections, and with reluctance yielded to 
the iinporlunity of niy friends. 

In consequence of this determination, the little 
gentleman was permitted to visit me; and the 
maimer of his address did not at all alter the 
opinion I had conceived of his character and un¬ 
derstanding. 1 yas even sliock(‘cl at the prospect 
of marrying a man whom I could not love; and, 
in order to disburden my own conscience, took an 
opportunity of telling liini, one evening, as we sat 
o])po.site to each other, that it was not in my 
power to command my ufiection, and ihercfon* he 
could not expect the possession of my h<‘art, Jiord 
W— m’s indulgence having S]K)iled me for a wife ; 
nevertheless, I would endeavour to contract a friend¬ 
ship for l»im, which would entirely depend upon 
his own Ixdiaviour. 

To this declaration he replied, to my great sur¬ 
prise, that he di<l not desire me to love him—iny 
friendship was sufficient; and next day repeated 
this strange instance of moderation in a letter, 
which J eoniinnnicated to my sist<’r, w iio laughe<I 
heartily at the contents, and persuaded me, that 
since J eouid love no man, he was the ])roj)eresl 
person to be ni} husband. 

Accordingly, the w(*dding clothes and equipage 
being prepared, the day—the fatal day—was fixed I 
—on the morning of wdiich I went to tiie house of 

my brother-in-law', Duke II., who loved me 

tenderl Vf and took my leave of the family, a family 
which i shall always rcnuMubfr with love, honour, 
and esteem. Jlis grace rerened m<* in the most 
afteetionate manner, saying at juirling, “Lady 

W-, if he does not use y’ou well, Iwill take 

you back aiiain.” 

'Pile bridegroom and I met at Ox—^d (’hapel, 
where the ceremony was performed by the Ihshop 

of -, in presence of ins lordship’s mother, my 

father, and another lady. The nuptial knot being 
tied, we set out for my father’s house in the 
country, and proceeded full twenty miles on onr 
journey Ixffore my lord opened his mouth, my 
thoughts liaviiig been all that lime employed on 
somelldiig (piitc foreign to my present situation, 
for I was then but a giddy girl of eighteen. At 
length my father hroki^ bilence, and clapping his 
lordshij) on the shoulder, told him he was hut u 
dull bridegroom ; upon which my lord gave him to 
understand that he was out of spirits. This de¬ 
jection continued all the day, notwithstanding the 
refreshment of a plentiful dinner, which he ate 
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tipon the road; and in tlic evening v'e urrived at 
the place of our destination, ■where we -were kindly 
received by my mother, though she had no liking 
to the match; and, after supper, we retired to our 
apartment. 

It was here that 1 had occasion to perceive the 
most disagreeable contrast between my present 
helpmate and my former lord. Instead of Hying 
to my arms -with all the eagerness of love and 
rapture, this manly representative sat moping in a 
corner, like a criminal on. execution day, and owned 
iie was ashamed to bed with a woman whose hand 
he had scarce over touched. 

I eould not help being affected with this i>usil- 
lanimous behaviour. 1 remembered Lord W—m, 
while I surveyed the object before me, and made 
such a comparison as filled me with Iiorror aud 
disgust; nay, to such a degree did my aversion to 
this phantom prevail, tliat I began to sweat with 
anguish at the thought of being subjc'Cled to his 
pleasure; and when, after a long hesitation, he 
ventured to approach me, I trembled as if I had 
been ex})osed to the embraces of a rattlesnake. 
Nor did the efforts of his love diminish this an¬ 
tipathy. His attempts were like the j)awings of 
an imp, sent from hell to seize and torment some 
guilty wretch, Mich as are exhibited in some dra¬ 
matic performance, which 1 never see acted without 
rememberingmy wedding-night, ily such shadowy, 
unsulxstantiai, vexatious behaviour was I taiitiilized, 
and robbed of my repose; and early next morning 
I got up, with a most sovereign contempt for my 
bedfellow, who indulged himself in bed till eleven. 

Jliiving passed a few days in this place, 1 went 
borne with him to his house at Twickenham, and 
soon after we were presented at court, when the 
<|ueen was pleas(>d to say to my lord’s mother, she 
did not doubt that we should bo an happy couple, 
for T had been a goo<l wiA* to my former husband. 

Wliatover deficiencies I liad to complain of in my 
new spouse, he was not wanting in point of liberality. 

I was prest'iUed with a very fine chariot, studded 
with Sliver nails, and such a profusion of jewels 
as furnished a joke to some of my aeqnaiiitatiee, 
who observed, that T was formerly (jneen of liearts, 
but now metamorphosed into the (jneen of diamonds. 
1 now also had an opporuiniiy, which 1 did not let 
shj), of paying Jiord W—m’s debts from iny jirivy 
pni^c; and ou that score received the thanks of his 
(‘i(l(‘r brother, who, though h(' had undertaken to 
discharge them, delayed the execution of his pur¬ 
pose longer than J thought they should reninin 
unpaid. This uncommon sjilendonr attracted the 
e}es and (nivy of my eomjietitors, who were the 
more iinjdaeahle in tlu'lr resentments, l)eean.''e, 
notwithstanding my marriage, I was as much as 
ever followed by the men of gallantr)- aud pleasure, 
among whom il is a constant maxim, that a woman 
never withholds her atieetions from her husband, 
without an intention to bestow them Munewiiere 
else. 1 never apjieared without a train of admirers, 
and my house in the country was always crowded 
with gay young men of (juality. 

Among those who cultivated my good graces 
with the greatest skill and a.ssiduity, were the b2aii 

Cl-and Mr. S-, brother to Lord E-. 

The former of whom, in the course of his ad¬ 
dresses, treated me with an entertainment of sur¬ 
prising magnificence, disposed into a dinner, supper, 
and ball, to which J, at his desire, invited eleven 
ladies, whom he paired with the like number of 


his own ,^ex ; so that the whole company amounted 
to twenty-four. We were regaled with a most 
elegant dinner, in an apartment which was alto¬ 
gether superb, and served by gentlemen only, no 
livery servant being permitted to come within the 
door. Jn the aft(!rnoon we embarked in two 
splendid barges, being attended by a hand of music 
in a third; aud enjoyed a delightful evening upon 
the river till the twilight, when we returned and 
began the ball, wliieli was conducted with such 
order and taste, that mirth and good humour pre¬ 
vailed. No dissatisfaction appeared, except in the 
countenance of one old maid, since married to a 

.son of the Duke of-, who, though she would 

not refuse to jiailake of such an agreeable enter¬ 
tainment, was displeased that 1 should have the 
honour of inviting her. O baleful envy, thou self- 
tormenting fiend 1 how^ dost thou predominate in 
all assemblies, from the grand gala of a court, to 
the meeting of simple peasants at their harvest- 
home !—Nor is th(* jircvalence of this sordid jiassion 
to be at wondered at, if we consider the weakness, 
jiride, and vanity of our sex. The presence of one 
favourite man shall poison the enjoyment of a 
whole eomjiany, and pnxluce the most rancorous 
enmity betwixt the closest friends. 

J danced with the master of the hall, who em¬ 
ployed all the artillery of his elocjucuce in making 
love; yet 1 did not listen to his addresses, for he 
was not to my taste, though he ptisse&sed an agr(‘e- 
able person, and a good acquired understanding; 
but he was utterly ignorant of that gentle prevailiug 

art which I afterwards experienced in Mr. S-, 

and which was the only method he could have 
successfully practised, in seducing a young woman 
like me, born with sentiments of honour, and 
trained uj) in the paths of religion and virtue. 
This yoting gentleman was indeed absolutely master 
of those insinuating qualifications which few women 
of jias.sion and sensibility eaii resist; and had a 
jiersoii every way adapted for profiting by these 
insidi(»u.s talents. He was well acquainted with the 
human heart, eomseious of his own po-w'cr and 
eajiacity, and exercised these endowments with 
unwearied perseveranec. He was tall and thin, of 
a shape and size perfectly agreeable to my taste, 
M’itU large blue eloquent eyes, good teeth, and a 
long head turned to gallantry, llis behaviour "was 
the standard of politeness, and all his advances 
were conducted with the most profound respect; 
which is the most effectual expedient a man can 
use against us, if lie can find means to jiersuade us 
that it jirooeeds from the excess and delicacy of 
his jiassion. Jt is no other than a silent compli¬ 
ment, by which our aeeom])lisbments are eontinually 
flattered, and jdeases in in'ujiortion to the supposed 
undersiamling of him v ho jmys it. 

By tlu'Se arts and advantages this consummate 
politician in love began by degrees to sap the foun¬ 
dations' of my con ugal faith; he stoic imper¬ 
ceptibly into my affection, and by dint of opportu¬ 
nity, which he w ell knew bow to improve, triumphed 
at last over all his rivals. 

Nor was he the only person that disputed my 

heart with Earl -. That nobleman was also 

rivalled by Lord C-H-, a Scotchman, who 

had been an intimate and relation of my former 
husband. Him I would have preferred to most of 
his competitors, and actually coquetted with him 
for some time. But the amour was interrupted by 
li’s going to Ireland ; upon which occasi m, under* 
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standing that he was but indifferently provided 
with monejy^, I made him a present of a gold sniiff- 
bor, in which was enclosed a bank-note; a trifling 
mark of my esteen», which he afterwards justified 
by the most grateful, friendly, and genteel'behavi¬ 
our ; and as we corresponded by letters, 1 frankly 

told him, that Mr. S-had st('i)pcd in, and won 

the palm from all the rest of my admirers. 

This new favourite’s mother and sister, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, were my constant com¬ 
panions ; and, in consequence of this intimacy, he 
never let a day pass without paying his respects to 
me in person ; nay, so ingenious was he in contriv¬ 
ing the means of promoting his suit, that whether 
I rode or walked, went abroad or staid at home, he 
was always of course one of the party ; so that his 
design seemed to engross his whole vigilance and 
attention. Thus he studied my disposition, and 
established himself in my good ojuiiion at the same 
time. He found my heart was suseei»tible of every 
tender impression, and saw that T was not free from 
the vanity of youth; he had already acquired my 
friendship and esteem, from which he knew there 
was a short and easy transition to love. Ry his 

f )enetration choosing proper seasons for the theme, 
10 urged it with such pathetic vows and artful 
adulation, as well might captivate a young woman 
of my complexion and exiierience, and cireum- 
stanced as I was, with a husband whom Iliad such 
reason to despise. 

Though he thus made an insensible progress in 
my heart, he did not find niy virtue an easy con¬ 
quest ; and 1 myself was ignorant of the advantage 
he had gained with regard to my inclinations, until 
I was convinced of his success by an alarm of jea- 
lonsy which I one day felt, at seeing him engaged 
in conversation with anotlier lady. 1 forthwith 
recognised this symptom of love, with which 1 had 
been formerly acquainted, and trembled at the dis¬ 
covery of my own weakness. 1 underwent a strange 
agitation and mixture of contrary sensations. I was 
jneased with tlie passion, yet asliamed of avowing 
It even to my own mind. The rights of a husband, 
though mine was but a nominal one, occurred to 
my reflection, and virtue, modesty, and honour, 
forbade me to cherish the guilty flame. 

When I encouraged these laudable scruples, and 
resolved to sacrifice my love to duty and rejmtation, 
my lord was almost every day employed in riding 
post to my father, with complaints of my conduct, 
which was hitherto irreproachable; though the 
greatest grievance which he pretended to have 
suffered was my refusing to coniiily with his desire, 
when he entreated me to lie a whole hour every 
morning, with my neck uncovered, that, by gazing, 
he might quiet the perturbation of his spirits. Erom 
this request you may judge of the man, as w'ell as 
of the regard I must entertain for his character and 
disposition. 

During the whole summer I was besieged by my 
artful undocr, and in the autumn set oat with my 
lord for Rath, where, by reason of the intimacy that 
subsisted between our families, we lived in the same 
house with niy lover and his sister, who, with 
another agreeable young lady, accompanied us in 
this expedition. Ry this time Mr. S-had ex¬ 

torted fnun n)e a confession of a mutual flame, 
though I assured him that it should never induce 
me to give up the valuable possession of an un¬ 
spotted character, and a (“onscicnce void of offence. 
1 offered him all the cnj\)yment he could reap from 


1 an unreserved intercourse of souls, abstracted from 
any sensual consideration. He eagerly embraced 
the i)latonic proposal, because he had sagacity 
enough to foresee the issue of such chimerical con¬ 
tracts, and knew me too well to think he could ac¬ 
complish his purjmse without seeming to acquiesce 
in my own terms, and cultivating my tenderness 
under the specious pretext. 

In consequence of this agreement, we took all 
opportunities of seeing each otlier in private; and 
these interviews were spent in mutual protestations 
of disinterested love. 'J'liis correspondence, though 
dangerous, was,»on my side, equally innocent and 
endearing; and many happy hours we passed, 
before my sentiments were discovered. At length 
my lover was taken ill, and then my passion burst 
out beyond the power of concealment; my grief 
and anxiety became so conspicuous in my counte¬ 
nance, and my behaviour was so indiscreet, that 
every body in the house i)erceived the situation of 
my thought.s, and blamed my conduct accordingly. 

Certain it is, 1 was extremly imprudent, though 
intentionally innocent. J have lain whole nights 
by my lord, who teased and tormented me for that 
which neither 1 could give nor he could take, and 
rununated on the fatal consequences of this un¬ 
happy flame, until I wras worked into a fever of 
disquiet. 1 saw’ there was no safety but in flight, 
and often determined to banish ni) sedf for ever from 
the sight of this dangerous intruder. Hut my re¬ 
solution always failed at the approach of day, and 
my desire of seeing him as constantly recurred. »So 
fur was I from persisting in such commendable de¬ 
terminations, tlmt, on the eve of our departure 
from Rath, I felt the keenest pangs of sorrow at our 
ai)proaching separation ; and as we could not enjoy 
our prival<* intervi{‘ws at my house in town, J pro¬ 
mised to visit him at his own apartments, after ho 
had sworn by all that’s sacred, that he would take 
no sinister advaiitogc of m^ condescension, by pre¬ 
suming upon the opportunities I should give. 

He kept his w’ord, for he saw I trusted to it with 
fear and tnnnbling, and perceived that my appre¬ 
hension was not affected, but the natural concern 
of a young creature, distracted between love and 
duty, whom, had he alarmed, he never would have 
seen within his doors again. Instead of jiressing 
me with solicitations in favour of his passion, he 
was more than ever respectful and complaisant; so 
that I found myself disengaged of all restraint, con¬ 
ducted the conversation, shortened and repeated 
my visits, at my own pleasure, till at last J became 
so accustomed to this communication, that his house 
was as familiar to me as my own. 

Having in this manner secured himself in my 
confidence, he resumed the favourite topic of love, 
and, wanning my imagination by gradual advances 
on the subject, my heart began to pant; when he 
saw me thus moved, he snatched the favourable 
occasion to practise all his eloijucnce and art. I 
could not resist his energy, nor even fly from the 
temptation that iu?sailed me, until he had obtained a 
promise that he should, at our next meeting, reap 
the fruits of his tedious expectation. Upon this 
condition 1 was permitted to retire, and blessed 
heaven for my escape, fully determined to continue 
in the path of virtue I had hitherto trod, and stifle 
the criminal flame by which my peace and repu¬ 
tation were endangered. Rut his idea, which reigned 
in my heart without coutrol, soon baffled all these 
prudent suggestions. 
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I saw him again; and he reminded me of my 
promise, which 1 endeavoured to evade with affected 
pleasantry; upon which he manifested the utmost 
displeasure and chagrin, shedding some crocodile 
tears, and upbraided me with levity and indiffer¬ 
ence. ITc observed, that he had solicited my favour 
for ten long months without intermission, and ima¬ 
gined I had held out so long on virtuous motives 
only; but now he could plainly perceive that his 
want of success had been owing to my want of 
affection, and that all rny professions were insin¬ 
cere. In a word, he persuaded me, that his remon¬ 
strances were just and reasonable. I could not see 
.he affliction of a man I loved, when 1 knew it 
viis in my power to remove it; and, rather than 
orfeit his opinion of my sincerity and love, 1 con¬ 
sented to his wish. JVly lieart now flutters at the 
■emembrance of the dear though fatal indiscretion ; 
.’et 1 reflect without remorse, and even remember 
t with pleasure. 

If I could not avoid the censure of the world, I 
vas resolved to bear it without repining; and sure 
he guilt, if there was any in my conduct, was but 
•emal; for 1 considered myself as a person ab- 
olvcd of all matrimonial ties, by the insignificance 

if iiOrd-, who, tliough a nominal husband, was 

n fact a me’x* nonentity. 1 therefore contracted a 
lew engagement with my lover, to vliich I rc- 
olved to adhere with tlu' most scrupulous fidelity, 
I’itliout the least intentitm of iiijnniig my lord or 
is relations; for, had our mutual passion produced 
ny visible effects, 1 would immediately have re- 
oiinced and abandoned my husband for ever, flint 

he fruit of my love for i\lr. S-might not have 

iherited, to tlie detriment of the right heir. This 
^as my cieterminatiou, which I tlioughl just, if not 
rudent; and for which J have ineurrod the imj>u- 
ition of folly, in the ojiinion of this wise and honest 
enoration, by whose example and advice I have, 
ince that time, been a little reformed in point of 
rudentials, though 1 still retain a strong tendency 
> return to my primitive way of thinking. 

When I quitted Mr. —, after the sacrifice I 
ad made, and returned to iny own bed, it may, 
erhaps, be siqiposed that 1 sh'pt but little. 'I'ruc, 
was kept awake by the joyful impatience of re- 
isiting my lover. Indeed 1 neglected no oppor- 

iiiity of flying to his arms. When Lord-was 

1 the country, we enjoyed each other’s comjiany 
dthout interrnj)tion ; butwhen he resided in town, 
nr correspondence w'as limited to stolen intcr- 
iews, which were unspeakably delicious, as genu- 
le love presided at the eutertaininent. 

Such was my happiness in the course of this 
jnder comrmiuieation, that to this day 1 remember 
. with jileiLSiire, though it has cost me d^r in the 
jquel, and was at that time enjoyed at a con- 
iderablc expense; for T devoted myself so entirely 
j my lover, who was desirous of engrossing my time 
tid thoughts, that my acquaintance, which was 
ery numerous, justly accused me of neglect, and 
f consequence cooled in their friendsliips. But 1 
^as All fur love, or the world well hsi. And were 
ae same opportunity to offer, I would act the same 
onduct over again. 

Some there are who possibly may wonder how I 
ould love twice with such violence of affection, 
lut all such observers must lie unacquainted with 
Jie human heart. Mine was naturally adapted for 
be tender passions, and hud been so fortunate, so 
herished in its first impressions, that it felt with 


joy the same sensations revive, when influenced by 
the same engaging qualifications. Certain it is, I 
loved the seoond time as well as the first, and better 
was impossible. I gave up my all for both: for¬ 
tune and my father’s favour for tlic one ; reputa¬ 
tion, friends, and fortune for the other. Yet, 
notwithstanding this intimate connexion, I did not 
relinquish the world all at once; on the contrary, 
I still appeared at court, and attracted the notice 
and approbation of my royal patroness; 1 danced 

with tile P-of W-; a circumstance which 

so nearly affected Mr. 8-, who was present, that, 

in order to manifest his resentment, he chose the 
ugliest woman in the ballfor his partner; and I no 
I sooner perceived his uneasiness, than I gave over, 
with a view of apiieasing his displeasure. 

Without repeating particular cireurastanees, let 
it suffice to say, our mutual passion was a perfect 
copy of that wliich had suDsisted between me and 
my dear Lord W —ni. It was jealous, melting, and 
delicate, and chequered with little accidents, which 
serve to animate and maintain the flame, in its first 
ardency of rapture. When my lover was sick, I 
attended and nursed him with indefatigable tender¬ 
ness and care; and during an indisposition, w'hich 
I caught in the performance of this agreeable 
office, he discharged the obligation with all the 
warmth of sympathy and love. 

It was, however, judged neeessarj’ by the phy¬ 
sicians, that I should use the Bath w'aters for the 
recovery of my health ; and I set out for that place, 

gltd of a pretence to lx‘ absent from Lord-, 

with whom I lived on very unhappy terms. lie 
had, about nine months afler our marriage, desired 
that we might sleep in separate beds, and gave a 
very whimbical reason for this proiiosal. lie said, 
tile immensity of his love deprived him of the 
power of gratification, and tiiat some commerce 
with an object, to which his heart was not attached, 
might, by diminishing the transjiorts of his spirits, 
recompose his nerves, and enable him to enjoy the 
fruits of his good fortune. 

You may be sure I made no objections to this 
plan, which was immediately put in execution. lie 
made his addresses to a nymph of T)rur^-lane, 
whose name, as he told me, was Mrs. Koek. She 
made shift to extract some money from her patient; 
but his infirmity was beyond the power of her art, 
though she made some mischief between us; and 1 

communicated my suspicion to the duke of li-, 

who intended to have expostulated with her upon 
the subject; but she got intimation of hisdeMgn, and 
saved him the trouble by a precipitate retreat. 

After my return from Bath, where Mr. 8- 

and 1 had lived happily, until wc were interrupted 
by the arrival of my husband, his lordship expressed 
an inclination to be my bedfellow again, in this 
particular 1 desired to be excused. I would not be 
the first to jiroiiose the separation, which, though 
usual in other countries, is contrary to the custom 
of England, being unwilliug to furnish the least 
handle for censure, as my character was still un¬ 
blemished ; yet, when the proposal came from him, 

I thought myself entitled to refuse a reunion ; to 
which 1 accordingly objected. 

This opposition produced a quarrel, which rose 
to a state of perpetual animosity; so that we began 
to talk of parting. My lord relished the expedient, 
agreeing to add three hundred pounds ayear to my 
pin-money, which, by the by, was never paid ; and 
1 renounced all state and grandeur, to livj in a 
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small house tlmt I hired at Carshalton, vhere I 
passed my time for two months, in the most agree¬ 
able retirement, with my dear lover. At length I 
was disturbed by the iutnision of my lord, who 
molested me with visits and solicitations to retui’ii, 
pretending that he had changed his mind, and in¬ 
sisting upon my coinj)liaiiee wdth his desire. 

I exhausted my invention in endeavours to evade 
his request; but he persecuted me without ceasing. 
So that 1 was fain to capitulate, on condition that 
he should immediately set out for France ; and that 
he should not presume to approach my bed till our 
arrival at Calais. We accordingly dej)ar{e(l for 
that kingdom; and, far from infringing the least 
article of our treaty, his lordship did not insist upon 
his privilege before wc reached the capital of France. 

IVleanwhlle, I began to feel the effect of my pas¬ 
sion in a very interesting manner, and eoininuni- 
cated my discovery to the dear author of it, who 
would not leave me in such an affcetlng situation, 
but took the first opporttiinty of following us to 
France, 

In our road to Faris, we stopped to visit Chan¬ 
tilly, a magnificent chateau belonging to the Prince 
of Conde, and there met by accident with some 
English noblemen, to whom 1 was Known. The 
prince and his sisters invited me very politely into 
the gallery, where they sat. They complimented 
me on my person, and seenu-d to admire my dress, 
which was altogether new to them, being a blue 
English riding habit, trimmed with gold, and a hat 
with a feather. 7'hey were particularly well jileasecl 
with my hair, which hung down to my waist, and 
pressed me to stay u fortnight at their house; an 
invitation which T was very much mortified at 
being obliged to refuse, because my lord did not 
understand the French language. 1 was tmehaiited 
w’ith the place and the company, the women being 
amiable, and the men ]>olite; nor were they btran- 

gers to my name and story ; for Mr. S-ealling 

at the same place a few days after, they rallied him 
on my account. 

When wc arrived at Paris, the first thing T did 
was to metamorphose myself into a French woman. 
I cut off my hair, hi<l a very good coinp’exion of 
my own with rowpe, reconciled myself to jiowder, 
which 1 had never used before, put on a robe with 
a large hoop, and went to the ThuUlorivsy full of 
spirits and joy; for, at that time, everything con¬ 
spired to make me happy. 1 had health, youth, 
and beauty, love, vanity, and affluence, and ibuud 
myself surrounded with diversions, which wtux* 
gay, new, and agreeable. My ai)])earance drew 
U]M)n me the eyes of the whole conijiany, who con¬ 
sidered me a stranger, hut not a foreigner, so com- 
jiletely was I cipiipjied in the fashion of tlie French; 
and when they undcr.stood who I was, they a])- 
plauded my jjerson wdth the most lavish encomiums, 
according to their known politeness. 

After having made a circuit round all the public 
places of entertainment in Paris, I w'as introduced 
into company by an English family, residing in that 
city; and, among others, became acquainted \Mth 
a French lady, whose charms were remarKahly 

attractive. The Puke of K-was her admirer; 

but she lived in reputation with her mother, and an 
agreeable sister, whose lover w'as the Prince of 

C-; (for almost every lady in France has Iku’ 

aimanl.') 

With tliis charming woman, whose name was 
Madam de la T-, I often made parties of jdea- 


sure. The duke, Mr. S-, she, and 1, lused to 

meet in the "Bois dc lloulogne, which is a pleasant 
wood, at a small distance Iroin Paris, whither the 
company repairs in the summer season lor the bene¬ 
fit of the air; and, after having amused ourselves 
among the groves, embarked in his grace’s equi¬ 
page, which was extremely elegant, being a calash 
drawn by six fine long-tailed greys, adorned wdih 
ribbons, in the French taste; and thus we were 
conducted to a little enchanted, or at least enchant¬ 
ing, ])alacc, possessed by the duke, at one end of 
the town. The lower apartment, appropriated to 
me, was furnished with yellow and silver, the bed 
surrounded -with looking-glasses, and the door 
opened into the garden, laid out iu a cradle -walk, 
and inttTV(‘ningi>arteiTes of roses andotluT flowers. 
Above stairs, my female eomj)amon lodg(‘d in a 
chamber furnished with ehiiilz. We sujiped all 
together in the saloon, ■which, though small, was 
]H*rfectly elegant. The company was always good- 
iuimoured, the conversation sprightly and joyous, 
and the scene, though often repeated, still delight¬ 
ful and entertaining. 

At other times, Mr. S-and 1 used to pass our 

e\emngs at the palac(» of the prince of (1-, 

which liis highness lent us for our accommodation. 
7'he apartments oj)ene(l into the gardens of the 
Luxemhourg, and were, in i)oint of magniticenee, 
buitahle to the owner. Thither 1 used to repair in 
a fianiing equipage, on pretence of visiting, and 
spent the best part of the night with him w lio was 
cleaver to mo than all the princes in the world. 

While 1 was happily engaged iti these ravishing 
parties, my little lord was employed in efforts to 
recover his health by restoratives, and 1 know not 
what; for he still lamented the enfeebling effects 
of his passion, and eoiiqdaincd that he loved me 
more like an angel than a woman, though he strove 
to govern his affections according to the doctrines 
of the C'hrislian religion, as he regulated his life by 
the maxims of ('harles the Twelfth of Sweden. 
The meaning of this declaration 1 could never learn; 
and, indeed, T have been often tempted to believe 
he had tjo meaning at all. 

Po that as it will, J found my size visibly in¬ 
creasing, and my situation extremely uneasy, on 
account of the perpetual wrangling which prevailed 
betwixt us, iu eonsc'cpienco of his desiring to sleep 
with me again, after we had ])arted beds for the 
second time; and, that J might be no longer ex- 
])ose(l to such disagreeable persecution, 1 resolved 
to leave him, though atthc hazard of my life. 

Thus (lelennined, 1 went to the Pritish ambas¬ 
sador, in a hackm*v-coach; and, in order to dis¬ 
guise my youth, which might have ])reposscsscd 
him agaiijst my judgment, muffled myself up in a 
black hood, which, as he said, instead of lending an 
air of gravity to my countenance, added a wildness 
to my looks, which was far from being disagree¬ 
able*. He bad been a gallant man in his youth, 
and even then, though well stricken in years, was 
not insensible to the ]K)wer of beauty. This dis¬ 
position, ])crhaps, rendered him more favourable to 
my cause, though he at first advised me to return 
to my husband; hut finding me obstinate, he under¬ 
took to serve me in my own way, and procured a 
])roteetioii from the French king, by virtue of which 
r could live at Paris unmolested by my lord. Never¬ 
theless, he advised me, if J was determined to leave 
him, to make the best of my way to England, and 
sue for a divorce. 
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I relished liis opinion, and concealed myself 
about three days in Paris, daring -which 1 borrowed 
some linen ; for, as it was impossible to convey any 
tiling out of my own house without suspicion, I had 
neither clothes for niy uccoininodatioii, nor a ser¬ 
vant to wait on me. 

In this solitary condition, I took the road to 
Vlanders, after I hud put my lord upon a wrong 
scent, by writing a letter to him, dated at Calais, 
ami travelled through an unknown country, with¬ 
out any other attendant than tlie postillion, being 
subjected to this inconvenience by the laws of 
France, which are so severe in some jiarficulars, 
that, if any person had been apprehended W’itli me, 
he would have suffered death for going oif with a 
man’s wife; though any man might go to bed with 
the same woman, without fear of incurring any 
legal {lunishment. 

I proceeded night and day without iutermission, 
that 1 might the sooner reach Flanders, where J 
knew T slionld be safe; and as the nights were ex¬ 
cessively cold, J -was fam to -WTap myself up in 
flanrjel, wliieh 1 bought for the purpose, as T hud 
no clothes to keep me wann, and travelled in an 
open chaise. Wliile we passed through dreary 
woods, (juite remote from the habitations of men, 

1 was not without apprehensions of being stripped 
and murdered by tlie postillion ; and, in all proba¬ 
bility, owed my safety to the indigence of my ap- 
liearance, which might also protect me in two 
miserable jilaces, where I was obliged to lie, before 
I got out of the tmTitories of France; I'or, as I 
could not reach the great towns w’here I intended 
to lodge, I was under the necessity of juitting u]> 
at little wTetched hovels, where no iirovisioii was 
to be had, but sour brown bread, and sourer cheese; 
and every thing seemed to denote the dens of 
despair and assassination. 

I made shift, liow'(‘ver, to subsist on this fare, tin- 
eoinfortable as it was, confiding on the meanness 
of my equipage for the security of my person ;and 
at length arriving at Brussels, fixed my quarters in 
the Hotel de Flandre, so well known to the Kiiglish 
since, where I thought myself extremely happy in 
th(‘ aeeonijilishment of my flight. 

1 had not been tw'o full days in this place, when 
T w’us blessed with the sight of my lover, w'ho fol¬ 
lowed me on the wings of love, in pursuance of the 
plan we had projected before my departure from 
J’aris. Here we concerted measures for proceeding 
to England. I hired a tall fine Licgeoise for my 
maid ; and setting out for Ostend, we embarked in 
a vessel, in which Mr. S -had bespoke our pas¬ 

sage. Our voyage was short and prosperous, and 
our time most agreeably spent in the company of 
my dear ])artuer, who was a most engaging man in 

all respects, as 1 dare say my Eady 0-Tias since 

found him. 

] assumed a fictitious name, took private lodg¬ 
ings in l*oland-streot, retained lawyers, and coni- 
uieueed a suit for separation against my lord. I 
communicated the reasons of my elopement to my 
father, who was shocked and surprised at my con¬ 
duct, wdiieh he condemned with expressions of sor¬ 
row' and resentment. Jlut the stop was taken; 
nor did I repent of what I had done, except ou liis 
account. 

In llie morning after my arrual at London, I 
waited upon the Lord Chief Justice, to whom I 
complained of the usage I had received from my 
lord, w’hose temper w'as teasing, tiresome, and 


intolerably capricious, indeed, his behaviour was 
a strange compound of madness and folly, seasoned 
with a small jiroportion of sense. No wonder then, 
that I, who am hot and hasty, should be wretched, 
under the persecution of such a perverse humourist, 
who used to terrify me, and scold at me the whole 
night without intermission, and shake my pillow 
from time to time, that I might not sleep, while he 
tormented me with his disagreeable expostulations. 
I have been often frightened alinos*- out of my 
senijes, at seeing him convulsed with the most un¬ 
reasonable passion ; and chagrined to the highest 
degree of disgust, to find, by repeated observation, 
his disposition so preposterous, that his satisfaction 
and displeasure never depended upon the cause he 
had to he satisfied or disobliged ; but, on the con¬ 
trary, w’hen he had most reason to be jileased, he 
was always most discontciUed, and very oft< u in 
good humour, when he had reason cnougli for 
vexation. 

AVhile I lived in Poland-street, I was engaged 
w'ith lawyers, and so often visited by my hither, that 
T could not dedicate my whole time as usual to my 
lover; nor w'as it convenient that he should be 
seen in iny company; he therefore took a small 
house at Camberwell, whither I went as often as T 
had an opportunity; and maintained the correspon¬ 
dence witli such eagerness and industry, that, 
although 1 -was six months gone with child, I have 
often, by myself, set out for liis habitation, in a 
hackney-coach, at eleven o’clock at night, and re¬ 
turned by SIX in the morning, that I might be in 
my own bed when my father came to see me; for 
1 concealed my amour, as w'ell as the effects of it, 
from his knowledge, and fretiuently took water 
from the bridge, that my motions might not be dis¬ 
covered. Nothing but the most ])^sionatc love 
could liavc supported my spirits under such vicissi¬ 
tudes of fatigue, or enabled iny admirer to spend 
whole days by himself in such a solitary retirement. 

Ly this time, my lord w'as arrived in England, 
and employed in discovering the ])lace of my re¬ 
treat ; so that 1 lived in eoutinual alarm, and pro¬ 
vided myself with a speaking-tnimpet, -which stood 
by my bedside, to be used in calling for assistance, 
ill ease niy jmrsucr should make an attack upon my 
lodgings. 

This situation being extremely uncomfortable, 1 
had no sooner began my process against him, than 
I put myself entirely under the protection of Mr. 

S-, who conducted me to the house of a friend 

of his who lived in the country, -where 1 was secure 
from the attempts of my husband. 

The world ha<l now given me up, and I had 
renounood the world with the most perfect resig¬ 
nation. 1 weighed in my breast what 1 should lose 
iu point of eharaeter, with what I suffered in iny 
peace at home, and found, that my reiiutation was 
not to be preserved, except at the ex]»ense of my 
quiet, for his lordship was not dispos(‘d to make 
me easy, had I been ever so discreet. I therefore 
determined to give up a few ceremonial visits, and 
empty p^ofes^sious, for the more substantial enjoy¬ 
ments of life. 

AVe passed our time very agreeably in various 

aimisements with this friend of Mr. S-, until the 

term of my reckoning was almost expired, then 
returned to London, and took lodgings in ^uth- 
ampton-street, where I began to make the pre¬ 
parations for the approaching occasion. Here I 
jiroposed to live with the utmost circumspection 1 
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disguised my name, saw nobody but my lawyer and 
lover, and never approached the window lest I 
should' be discovered by accident. 

Notwithstanding these precautions, my French 
maid, whom I had sent for some of my clothes, 
was dogged in her return, and next morning my 
lord took my lodgings by storm. Had he given 
the assault in his own iierson only, I make no doubt 
but he would have suffered a repulse from the 
opposition of the Uiegeoise, who made all the re¬ 
sistance in her power; but was obliged to give way 
to superior numbers. 

I was at that time a-bed, and hearing an unusual 
noise below, rang my bell, in order to know the 
cause of such disturbance. I drew my curtain at 
the same time, and who should I see entering my 
chamber but his lordship, attended by a con¬ 
stable, and the footman who had discovered my 
retreat! 

Such an unexpected visit could not fail to affect 
me with surprise and consternation. However, 1 
summoned all my fortitude to my aid, and per¬ 
ceiving the fellows were about to open my window- 
shutters, desired their principal to order them 
down stairs. He readily complied with my re¬ 
quest, and sitting down by my bedside, told me 
with an air of triumph, that he had found me at 
last; and I frankly owned, that 1 was heartily 
sorry for his success. Instead of upbraiding me 
with my escape, he proceeded to entertain me with 
all the news in town, and gave me a minute detail 
of every thing that happened to him since our 
parting; among other articles of intelligenee, giving 

me to understand, that he had challenged Mr. H-, 

who refused to fight him, and was in disgrace with 
the Prince of W-on that account. 

Rut here his lordship did nut strictly adhere to 
the naked truth. Tic had indeed, before our de¬ 
parture from the country, gone to my lover, and 
insisted upon having satisfaction in llyde Park, 
two days from the date of his demand, and at three 

o’clock in the afternoon; S-, believing him in 

earnest, accepted the invitation; though he ob¬ 
served, that these affairs could not be discussed too 
soon, and wished the time of meeting might be at 
an earlier hour. Rut bis lordship did not choose 
to alter the circumstances of his first proposal; 
and, when he went away, said he should expect 
him at the appointed time and place, if it did not 
rain. 

His antagonist gave me an account of the con¬ 
versation, when I assured him the whole business 
would end in smoke. Accordingly, ray lord sent 
him a letter on Monday, desiring that the assigna¬ 
tion m.ght be deferred till Thursday, that Jie might 
have time to settle his affairs, and pay S an hun¬ 
dred pounds, which he had formerly borrowed of 
him. When Thursday came, he was favoured with 
another epistle, importing, that the challenger had 
changed his mind, and would seek satisfaction at 
law. Thus ended that heroic exploit, which Ills 
lordship now boasted of with such arrogant mis¬ 
representation. • 

Whilst he regaled me with these interesting 
particulars, I was contriving a scheme to frustrate 
the discovery he had made; so that I did not con¬ 
tradict his assertions, but told him, that, if he ■would 
go down stain-, I would rise and come to breakfast. 
He consented to this proposal with great cheerful¬ 
ness ; and 1 own T was not a little surprised to find 
him, at this first interview, in as good a humour as 


if nothing had happened to interrupt the felicity ol' 
our matrimonial union. 

It cost me some invention to conceal my con¬ 
dition from his notice, being now witliin a week of 
the expected crisis. Rut I knew 1 had to do with 
a man of no great penetration, and succeeded in 
my attempt accordingly. Wc breakfasted with 
great harmony, and I invited him to dinner, after 
liaving prevailed upon him to send away his myr¬ 
midons, whom, nevertheless, he ordered to return 
at eleven o’clock at night. We conversed together 
with great gaiety and mu'th. When I rallied him 
for visiting me in such a dishabille, he stood a tiptoe 
to view himself in the glass; and, owning 1 was in 
the right, said he woidd go and dress himself before 
dinner. 

He accordingly went away, charging my maid to 
give him entrance at his return; and he was no 

sooner gone than I wrote to Mr. ,S-, giving liini 

an account of what had happened. Then, without 
having determined on any certain plan, 1 huddled 
on my clothes, muffled myself up, and calling a 
chair, went to the next tavern, where I staid no 
longer tlian -was sufficient to change my vehicle 
and, to the astonishment of the drawers, vt ho could 
not conceive the meaning of my perturbation, jn-o- 
eeeded to a shop in the neighbourhood, where I 
dismissed my second chair, and procured a hack¬ 
ney coach, in which I repaired to the lodgings of 
my lawyer, whom 1 could trust. Having made 
him acquainted with the circumstances of my 
distress, and consulted him about a proper place of 
retreat, after some recollection, he. directed me to 
a little liouse in a court, to which, by the assistance 
of my lover, my woman and clothes were safely 
conveyed that same evening. 

My lord, however, came to dinner, according to 
invitation, and did not seem at all alarmed when 
my maid told him I was gone, hut stepped to my 
lawyer, to know if he thonglit I should return. 
Upon his answering in the affirmative, and advising 
his lordship to go hack in the mean time, and eat 
the dinner J had provided, he very deliberately 
took his advice, made a very hearty meal, drank 
his bottle of wine, and, as I did not return according 
to his expectation, withdrew in order to consult his 
associates. 

This motion of his fumirhed my woman with an 
opportunity of making her retreat; and, when he 
returned at night, the coast was clear, and he found 
nobody in the house but a porter, wdio had been 
left to take care of the furniture. He was so en¬ 
raged at this disappointment, that he made a 
furious noise, which raised the whole neighbour¬ 
hood, reinforced his crew with the authority of a 
justice of the peace, tarried in the street till three 
o’clock in the morning, discharged a lodging he 
had hired at a barber’s shop opposite to the house 
from which 1 had escaped, and retired with the 
comfortable reflection of having done every thing 
which man could do to retrieve me. 

The hurry of spirits and surprise I had under¬ 
gone in effecting this retreat, produced such a 
disorder in my constitution, that I Ijegan to fear I 
should be delivered before 1 could be provided with 
necessaries for the occasion. I signified my appre¬ 
hension to Mr. S-, who, with infinite care and 

concern, endeavoured to find a more convenient 
place; and, after all hiS' inquiries, wa.s obliged to 
fix upon a paltry apartment m the city, though his 
tenderness was extremely shocked at the necessity 



PEUKGIUNK rJCKLE. 


321 


r>f clioosmg it. However, there was no remedy, girls, who had reasons for keeping themselves 
nor time to be lost. To this miserable habitation concealed; and had like to have been very severely 
1 was curried in a hackney coach; and, tliougli handled for his imjjertinent curiosity. Being 
extremely ill, bore iny fate with spirit and resig- unsuccessful in all his attempts, he entered into a 

nation, in testimony of my sincere and indelible treaty wdth one Sir Ji-II-, a person of a 

attachment to niy hiver, for wliose ease and ])leasure very imlifferent character, who undertook to furnish 
1 could have suflered every inconvenience, and him with an infallible expedient to discover the 
even sacrificed niy life. place of my abode, if he would gratify him with a 

Immediately after I had taken possession of my bond for a ’thousand pounds; w'hieh being executed 
wretched apartment, I was constrained by my accordingly, this worthy knight advertised me and 
indisposition to go to bed, and send for necessary my maid in the public papers, offering one hundred 
help; and in a few hours a living pledge of my pounds as a reward to any person who should 
loveandindiscretionsawthelight,thoughtheterrors disclose the place of our retirement. 


and fatigue I had undergone had affected this little 
innocent so severely, that it scarce discovered any 
visible signs of life. 

J\Iy grief at this misfortune was inexpressible. 
I forthwiti) despatched a message to the dear, tlie 
anxious father, who flew to my arms, and shared 
my sorrow, with all the gentleness of love and 
})areiital fondness; yet our fears were, for that 
time, happily disappointed by the recovery of our 
infant daughter, wlu) was committed to the charge 
of a nurse in the neiglihourhood; so that 1 could 
every day be satisfied in my inquiries about her 
health. Thus I continued a whole fortnight in a 
state of happiness and tranquillity, being blessed 
with the conversation and tender offices of my 
admirer, whose love and utteulion I wholly en¬ 
grossed. In a word, he gave up all husinuss and 
amusement, and concentrated all his care and 
u.s.siduity in ministering to my ease and sati-sfaetion. 
And sure I had no cause to regret what I had 
b'tiflered on liis account. 

Uut this my agreeable situation was one day 
disturbed by a most alarming accident, by which 
my life was drawn into imminent danger. The 
room under my bed-chamber took fin.*; I iinme- 
dijitely smelt it, and saw the people about mo in 
the utmost perplexity and consternation, though 
they would not own the true cause of their con¬ 
fusion, lest my healtli should sufler in the fright. 
Nevertheless, 1 was so calm in my imiuiries, that 
they ventured to tell me my suspicion was but too 
just: upon which I gave stioh directions as I 
thought would secure me from catching cold, in 
case there should be a necessity for removing me; 
but the fire being happily extinguished, I escaped 
that ceremony, Mhicli might have cost me my 
life. Indeed it was surprising that the agitation of 
ray spirits did not produce some fatal effect upon 
my constitution ; and 1 looked upon my deliverance 
as th(* protection of a particular providoucc. 

Though I escaped tlu* hazard of a sudden removal, 

I fomid it was higii time to change my lodgings, 
because the. neighbour.s rushing into the lioiise, 
upon the alarm of fire, had discovered my situation, 
though they were ignorant of my name; and I did 
not think myself safe in being the subject of their 

oonjeotures. Mr. S-, therefore, procured anollier 

apartment, with better accommodation, to which I 
WMS carried as soon as my healtli would admit of 
iny removal; and soon after my lord wrote to me 
by the hands of my lawyer, earnestly entreating 
me to drop my prosecution, and come home. But 
1 would rot comply with his request; and nothing 
was farther from my intention than the desire of 
receiving any favours at his hands. 

^J'hus repulsed, he set on foot a most accurate 
search for my person; in the course of which he 
u said to have delected several ladies and young 


As soon as the paper fell into my hands, I was 
again involved in perplexity; and, being afraid of 
sUyiiigin town, resolved, with tlie concurrence of my 
lover, to accejit of an invitation I had received from 

the Duke of K-, who had by this tiuie arrived 

in JCngland, with that lady whom I have already 
mentioned as one of our parties at J^aris. Having 
visited iny little infant, I next day set out for the 
duke’b country seat, winch is amostelegantcAt/tmi/, 

and stands in a eharming situation. Mr. S- 

followed in a few days. We met with a very cordial 
reception; his grace was civil and good-natured, 

lived nobly, and loved pleasure*, Madam la T- 

w'as formed to please; tluTe was ul\va}s a great 
deal of good company in the house; so that we 
passed ourtime agreeably in jdaying at biliiards and 
curds, hunting, walking, reading, and conversation. 

Hut my terms of hapiiiness were generally of 
.short duration. In tlie midst of tins teheity 1 was 
overtaken by a most severe affliction, in tin* death 
)f my dear hapless iu'ant, wlm liad engrossed a 
greater share of iny tenderness than peiiiajis 1 even 
should have paid to the offspring of a legitimnte. 
contract; because the circumstance of ht*r birth 
would have been an insurmountable misfortune 
to her through the whole course of her life, and 
reudered her absolutely dependent on my love and 
protection. 

While 1 still lamented the untimely fate of this 
air blossom. Lord — came down,aud demanded 
me as hi.s wdfe ; but the suit whieli J then main- 
.ained agaiusl him deprived him, for the pre.seiit, 
of a husbands right; and therefore the duke would 
lot deliver me into Ills hands. 

In six months he repeated his visit and demand; 
nd an agreement was patched up, in consequence 
)f which 1 consented to live in the same hou.se with 
lim, on condition that he should never desire to 
deep w’ith mo, or take any other mea.sure to disturb 
my peace; otherwise I should be at liberty to leave 
um again, and entitled to the provision of a 
leparate maintenance. To these articles 1 assented, 
)y the advice of my lawyers, with a \icw of ob- 
aining the jiaymcnt of m\ pin-money, which J had 
lever received since our jiarting, hut subsisted on 
he sale of my jewels, whudi were very consider¬ 
able, and had been presented to me w iih full power 
if alienation. As to my lover, he had no fortune 
o support me; and for that re.'Lson I w'as scru¬ 
pulously cautious of augmenting his expense. 

Wo had now’ enjoved each others company for 
-hree years, during which our mutual passion had 
suffered no abatement, nor had my happiness been 
mixed with any considerable alloy, except th.^^ 
late stroke of providence which I have alrca^Q* 
mentioned, and the refiection of the sorrow 
ny conduct had entailed upon my dear fajhad 
whom 1 loved beyond expression,and whom n^rgt of 
Y 
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could have compelled me to disoblij^e but a more 
powerful flame, that prevailed over every other 
consideration. As I vras now forced to break off 
this enchanting correspondence, it is not to be 
doubted that our parting cost us the most acute 
sensations of grief and di8api>ointment. However, 
there was no remedy. 1 tore myself from bis arms, 
took my leave of the family, after having acknow¬ 
ledged my obligations to the duke, and set out for 
the place of rendezvous, where 1 was met by my 
lord, attended by a steward whom he had lately 
engaged, and who w’as one chief cause of our future 
separations. IMy lord, having quitted his house in 
town, conducted inc to his lodgings in Pall-Mall, 
and insisted upon sleeping with me the first night; 
but I refused to gratify his desire, on the authority 
of our agretjment. 

This dispute produced a quarrel, in consequence 
of which I attempted to leave the house. He 
endeavouring to prevent my retreat, 1 fairly locked 
him in, ran down stairs, and, calling a haekney- 
coach, made the best of my way into the city, to 
my father’s lodging, where 1 lay, the fiimily being 
in town, though he himself wavS in the country. I 
wrote to him immediately ; and, when he came to 
London, declared my intention of separating from 
my lord; in which, seeing me obstinate and de¬ 
termined, he at length acquiesced, and a formal 
separation accordingly ensued, which at that time 
r thought binding and immutable. 

I was now sheltered under the wings of an 
indulgent father, who had taken me into favour 
again, on the supposition that niy commerce with 

Mr. S-was absolutely at an end. Nevertheless, 

though we had separated, in all appearance for 
ever, we had previously agreed to maintain our 
eorrespondenoe in private interviews, which should 
escape the notice of the world, with which I was 
again obliged to keep some measures. 

Our parting at the duke of K-’s house in the 

country was attended with all the genuine murks 
of sincere and reciprocal affection, and T lived in 
the sweet hope of seeing him again, in all the 
transport of his former passion, w’hen my lawyer, 
who received my letters, brought me a billet one 
night, just as I had gone to bed. Seeing the 

superscription of S-’s handwriting, T ojjened it 

with all the impatience of an absent lover; but how 
shall 1 describe the astonishment and consternation 
with which I was seized, when I xxTusod the 
contents I Instead of the most tender vows and 
protestations, this fatal t'pistle began with. Madam, 
the best thing you can do is to return to your father, 
or some cold and killing expression to that effect 

Heaven and earth! what did 1 feel at this dire 
conjuncture J the light foreook my eyes, a cold 
sweat bedewed my limbs, and I was overwhelmed 
with such a torrent of sorrow and sur])rise, that 
everybody present believed I would have died 
under the violent agitation. They endeavoured to 
support my spirits with repeated draughts of strong 
liquor, which had no sensible effect upon my con¬ 
stitution, though for eight whole years I had drank 
j nothing stronger than water; and I must have 
infallibly perished in the first ecstacy of my grief, 
pj^j^had it not made its way in a fit of tears and ox- 
the al^mation, in which 1 continued all night, to the 
tradici'^*®™®“^ of the family, whom my condition had 
go dow?^*^^ raised from their repose. My father 

lie const^^® person who guessed the cause of my 

ness; and**® » ^ received some 

him, at this 


ill usage in a letter or message from that rascal 

S-, so he termed him in the bitterness of 

passion. 

At mention of that name, my agony redoubled 
to such a degree, that all who were j>rescnt wept at 
sight of my deplorable condition. My poor father 
shed a flood of tears, and conjured me to tell him 
the cause of my disquiet; upon which, rather than 
confess the truth, 1 amused his concern, by pre¬ 
tending that my lover was ill. The whole family 
having staid by me till T was a little more composed, 
left me to the care of my maid, who put me into 
bed about six in the morning, but I enjoyed no 
rest. 1 revolved every circumstance oi‘ my conduct, 
endeavouring to find out the cause of this fatal 
change in S-’s disposition; and as 1 could re¬ 

collect nothing which could justly give offence, 
couclud<‘d that some malicious persons had abused 
his ears with stories to my prejudice. 

With this conjecture I got up, and sent my 
lawyer to him with a letter, wherein I insisted ui)on 
sc(‘ing him, that J might have an ojiportunity of 
justifying myself in person; a task w'hich would 
be easily performed, as J had never offended, but 
in loving too well. I waited with the most anxious 
impatience for the return of my messenger, who 
brought me an answer couched in the coldest terms 
of civility which indifference could dictate; ac¬ 
knowledging, however, that he hud nothing to lay 
to my charge, hut that it was for the good of ub 
both we should part. He ought to have reflected 
on that before, not after 1 had sacrificed my all for 
his love I I was well nigh distracted by this con¬ 
firmation of his inconstancy ; and 1 wonder to this 
day how J retained the use of my reason under 
such circumstances of horror and desjjairl My 
grief laid aside ail (h'ooruni and restraint; I told 

my father, that S-was dying, and that 1 would 

visit him with all exiiedition. 

Startled at the i)roposal, this careful i>arcnt 
demonstrated the fatal eonsequeiice of such an 
unguarded stej), reminded me of the difficulty with 
which he had jjrevailcd upon my mother and undo 
to forgive my former imprudence, observed that 
his intention was to carry me into the country next 
day, in order to effect a perfect reconciliation ; hut 
now I was on the brink of forfeiting all pretensions 
to their regard, by couimitiing another fatal error, 
which could not possibly be retrieved; and that, 
for his part, wbateviT pangs it might cost him, he 
was resolved to banish me from his sight for over. 

While he uttered this declaration, the tears 
trickled down his cheeks, and he seemed over¬ 
whelmed with the keenest sorrow and mortification; 
so it may be easily conceived what were the im¬ 
pressions of my grief, reinforced with the affliction 
of a father whom X dearly loved, and the eonseious- 
ucss of being the cause of all his disquiet I X was 
struck dumb w'ith remorse and woe; and, when X 
recovered the use of speech, 1 told him how seusihle 
I was of his great goodness and humanity, and 
owned how little I desciwed his favour and affec¬ 
tion ; that the sense of my own niiworthiness was 
one cause of my present distraction; for such was 
the condition of my fate, that T must either see 

iS-or die. I said, though I could not expect 

his forgiveness, X was surely worthy of his com¬ 
passion ; that nothing hut the most irresistible 
passion could have misled me at first from my 
duty, or tempted me to incur the least degree of 
his displeasure ; that the same fatal influence still 
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prevailed) and would, in all probability, continue to 
the grave, which was the only abode in which I 
hoped for peace. 

While 1 expressed myself in this manner, my 
dear good father wept with the most tender sym¬ 
pathy, and, saying I might do as I pleased, for he 
had done with me, quitted the room, leaving me to 
the cruel sensations of my own heart, which almost 
burst with anguish, upbraiding me with a fault 
which I could not help committing. 

I immediately hired a chariot and six, and would 
have set out by myself, had not my father’s affee- 
tion, which all my errors could not efface, provided 
an attendant. He saw me (juite delirious and des¬ 
perate ; and therefore engaged a relation of my 
own to accompany and take care of me in this rash 
expedition. 

During this journey, which lasted two days, I 
Felt no remission of grief and anxiety, hut under¬ 
went the most intolerable sorrow and supense. At 
last we arrived at a little house called the llut, on 
Salisl)ury-i)lain, whore, in the most frantic agitation, 

I wrote a letter to S-, describing the miserable 

condition to which 1 was reduced by his unkind¬ 
ness, and desiring to see him, with the most earnest 
solicitations. 

This billet T committed to the care of my at¬ 
tendant, and laid strong injunctions upon him to 

tell ]Mr. S-, my injuries were so great, and my 

despair so violent, that, if he did Tiot favour me 
with a visit, I m ould go to him, though at his sister’s 
house, where he then was. 

He received my message with great coldness, 
and told my fVi(‘iid, that, if I would return to 
London witliout insisting upon the interview 1 de¬ 
manded, he would, in a little tinu*, follow me to 
town, and everything should be amicably adjusted; 
but wlien the messenger assured him, that I was 
too much transported with grief to hear of such a 
proposal, he consented to meet me in the middle of 
Salisbury-i)lain, that we might avoid all observation. 
And though I was little able to walk, t set out on 
foot for the place of assignation, my eornpunion 
following at a small distance. 

When 1 saw him leading his horse down the hill, 
I collected all my fortitude, and advanced to him 
with all the speed 1 could exert; but when 1 made 
an effort to speak, my tongue denied its office; and 
so lively was the expression of unutterable sorrow 
in my countenance, that his heart, hard as it was, 
melted at sight of my sulTerings, whieli he well 
knew proc(*eded from the sincerity of my love. At 
length I recovered the use of speech enough to tell 
him, that 1 was come to take mv leave; and, when 
I would have proceeded, my voice failed me again. 
But, after a considerable pause, I found means, 
with great difficulty, to let him know how sensible 
1 was of my owm ineaimeity to retrieve his lost 
affections; but that 1 was willing, if possible, to 
retain Ivis esteem, of which could I be assured, I 
would endeavour to compose myself; that I was 
determined to leave the kingdom, because I could 
not bear the sight of those places where wo had 
been so happy in our mutual love; and that, till 
my departure, J hoped he would visit mo some¬ 
times, that 1 might, by degrees, wean myself from 
his company; for I should not be able to survive 
the shock of being deprived of him .all at once. 

This address may seem very humble to an un¬ 
concerned observer; but love will tame the proudest 
disposition, as plainly appeared in my case j for I 


)md naturally as much spirit or more, than the 

generality of people have. Mr. 8-was so much 

confounded at the manner of my behaviour, that 
he scarce knew what answer to make; for, as he 
afterwards owned, he expected to hear hirnseU 
upbraided; but he was not proof against my ten¬ 
derness. After some hesitation, he said, he never 
meant to forsake me entirely, that his affection was 
still unimpaired, and that he would follow me 
directly to London. I imposed upon myself^ and 
believed what he said, because 1 could not bear to 
think of parting with him for ever, and returned 
to town in a more tranquil state of mind than that 
in which I had left my father, though my heart 
was far from being at ease; my fears being inge¬ 
nious enough to foresee, that I should never be 
able to overcome his indifference. 

I took lodgings in Mount-street, and my maid 
having disposed of herself in marriage, hired 
another, who supplied her piacc very much to my 
satisfaction, 8he was a good girl, had a particular 
attachment to me, and for many years, during 
which she lived in my service, was indcfatigably 
assiduous in contributing to my ease, or rather in 

alleviating my affliction. For, though 8-came 

up to town according to promise, and renewed a 
sort of correspondence with me for the space of 
five months, his complaisance would extend do 
farther; and he gave me to understand, that he 

had detemnued to go abroad with Mr. V-; 

whom he accordingly accompanied in his embassy 
to 1)—n. 

I understood the real cause of this expedition, 
which, notwithsttanding his oaths and protestations 
of unabated love and reganl, 1 construed into a 
palpable mark of dislike and disrespect; nor could 
the repeated assurances I received from liim in 
letters mitigalo the anguish aud mortification tliat 
preyed ui)on my heart. 1 therefore gave up all 
hopes of rceovering the hapi)iness I had lost. I 
told him on the eve of his departure, that he might 
exercise his gallantry a groat while, before he would 
meet with my fellow, in point of sincerity and love; 
for 1 wouhl rather have becTi a servant in his house, 
with the jmvilegc of seeing him, than the Queen of 
England debarred of that jdeasure. 

When he took his leave, and went down stairs, I 
shrunk at every step he made, as if a new wound 
had been inflicted upon me; and when I heard the 
door shut behind him, my heart died within me. 
(I had the satisfaction to hear aftenvards, he 
lamented the loss of me prodigiously, and that he 
had never been so happy since.) I sat down to 
write a letter, in which I forgave his indifference, 
because I knew the affections are altogether invo* 
luntary, and wished him all the happiness he 
deserved. I then w’alked up and down the room 
in the most restless anxiety, was put to bed by my 
maid, rose at six, mounted my horse, and rode 
forty miles, in order to fatigue myself, that I might 
next night enjoy some repose. This exercise I 
daily underwent for months together; and, when 
it did not answer my purpose, I used to walk round 
Ilyde-park in the evening, when the place was 
quite solitary and unvisited by any other human 
creature. 

In the course of this melancholy perambulation, 
I was one day accosted by a very great man, who, 
af'ter the first salutation, asked w hether or not my 

intercourse with S-was at an end ? and if I had 

any allowaucc from my husband ? To the first of 
y 2 
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these questions I replied in the affirmative; and to 
the last answered, that my lord did not allow ijie a 
great deal—indeed I might have truly said nothing 
at all; hut I was too proud to own my indigeiiee. 
He then expressed his wonder, how’ one like me, 
who hud hcen used to splendour and atlluence from 
my cradle, could make shift to live in my present 
narrow circumstances; and, when J told him tliat 
I could make a very good shift, so I had peace, he 
seemed to lament ni^ situation, and very kindly 
invited me to sujj with his wife at his house. J 
accepted the invitation, without any apprehension 
of the eonse(iucnce; and, w hen I w^ent to the place. 
Was introduced into an ajiartment magnificently 
lighted up (1 suppose) for my reception. 

After J had staid alone for some time in this 
mysterious situation, without seeing a living soul, 
my inviter aj)pearcd, and said, he hoped 1 would 
not take; it amiss that he and T were to sup by 
ourselves, as he had something to say, which could 
not he so properly communicated before company 
or servants. I then, for the first time, p(‘rceived 
his drift, to my no small siu’ijrise and indignation; 
and, with evident marks of disi)leasure, told him, 1 
was sure he had nothing to propose that w'ould be 
agreeable to my inclination, and that T would im¬ 
mediately leave the house. Uj»on which he gave 
me to understand, that i could not possibly relirt*, 
because he had sent away my chair, and all his 
servants were disposed to ob(‘y his orders. 

Incensed at this declaration, which I considered 
as an insult, I answered with an air of resolution— 
it was very well; T despised his contrivance, and 
was afraid of nothing. Seeing me thus alanned, 
he assured me J had no reason to he afraid; that 
he had loved me long, and could find no other 
opportunity of declaring his passion. He said, the 

q-had told him that Lord - had renewed 

his addresses to me; and as he understood, from 

iny own mouth, my correspondence with W- 

was absolutely broke off, he thought himself as well 
entiil(‘d as another to my regard. In conclusion, 
he told me, that J might command his purse, and 
that he had jjow-er enough to bring me into the 
world again with vvfaL To these advances 1 
replied, that lie was very much mistaken in his 
opinion of iny character, if he imagined I was to 
be won by any tcnijitiitions of fortune—and very 
frankly declared, that I would rather give myself 
to a footman, than sell myself to a prince. 

Supper being served, wt‘ sat down together; but 
I would neither eat nor drink anything, except a 
little bread and water; for 1 w'as an odd whimsical 
girl, and it came into my head, that he might 
perhaps have mixed something in the victuals or 
wine, which would alter my way of thinking. In 
short, finding himself baffled in all his endeavours, 
he permitted mo about twelve o’clock to depart in 
peace, and gave uji lus suit as a desperate cause. 

This unctnnfortable life did 1 lead for a whole 
twelvemonth, without feeling the least abatement 
of my melancholy. Finding myself worn to a 
skeleton, I resumed my former resolution of trying 
to profit by change of place, and actually went 
abroad, with no other attendant than iny woman, 
and the utmost indifferenoc for life. My intention 
was to have gone to the south of France, Avhere I 
thought 1 could have subsisted on the litlle 1 had 
left, which amounted to five hundred pounds, until 
the issue of my law-suit, by which I hoped to 
obtain some provision from my lord; and, without 


all doubt, my oxpeetaiion would have been answered, 
had I put this my jdan in execution : but, being at 
Paris, from whence 1 proposed to set forward in 

a few da}s. I sent to jM. K-, who had been 

formerly intimate with my fatJier, and showm me 
man} civilities dining my first residence in France. 

'i'his gentleman lavouri’d me vith a visit, and, 
when I made him acquainted with my scheme, 
dissuaded me from it, as an uncomfortable deter- 
n.illation. He advised me to stay at I’aris, where, 
with good economy, 1 could live as cheap as in any 
Ollier place, and eiijo} the conversation and coun¬ 
tenance of 111 } friends, among wliieh number he 
declared himself one of llie most faithful. He 
assured me, that 1 should be ahva}s weleoine to 
bistable, and want for nothing. Jle jiromised to 
recommend me as a lodger to a friend of his, with 
whom I would live in a tnigal and decent manner; 
and observed, that, as the woman was well known 
and esteemed by all the English eomjian} m J'aris, 
it would be the most reputable step 1 could take 
(eon<;i(leriug my youth and sitnatiou), to lodge with 
a creditable person, who tould answer for my con¬ 
duct. 'J'lius persuaded, 1 very simply lollowed hL 
advice—I sa} simply, because, notwithstanding his 
representations, 1 soonlbund my money melt uwa}, 
w ithout any jirovspeet of a IVesli supply. In heu of 
this, liowever, I passed my time veiy agreeably in 
several Knglish and sonu* French families, wdiere, 
in a little lime, 1 became quite mtimate, saw a great 
deal of coiiipau}, and was treated with the utmost 
politeness and regard; vet, in the midst of these 
pleasures, many a mehmehol} sigh would rise at 
the renieinbranco of my beloved S— , whom, tor 
several years, I could not recollect without emotion; 
but lime, company, ainusemcTits, and change of 
place, in a great measure dissiiiatcd these ideas, 
and enabled me to betir my fate with jiatieiice and 
resignation. 

On iny last arrival at Paris, 1 was surrounded 
by a crowd of prof<‘Ssed athnirers, who sighed and 
flattered in the usual forms; but, besides that iny 
heart was not in a condition to contract new engage¬ 
ments, I was preposhcssed against them all, by suji- 
jiosing that they [iresumed upon the knowledge of 

my indiscretion with S-; and therefoi'e rejected 

their addresses with detestation and disdain;—for, 
as I have already observed, 1 was not to be won 
but by tlie aiipearance of esteem, and the most 
respectful carriage; and though, by a false step, I 
liad, in my ow’n ojiinion, foneiterl my title to the 
one, 1 was resolved to discourage the advances of 
any man who seemed deficient in the otlier. 

In this manner my lovers were one by one 
rejmlsed, almost as soon as they presented them¬ 
selves, and J preserved the independence of my 
heart, until 1 became acquainted w'itli a certain 

peer, wlioni I often saw at the bouse of Mrs. 1*-, 

an JCnglisli lady then resident at Paris. This young 
nobleman professed himself deeply enamoured of 
me, in a style so difterent from that of my otlier 
admirers, that I heard his protestations without 
disgust; and, though my inclinations were still free, 
eould not find in my heart to discountenance his 
addresses, which were preferred with the most 
engaging modesty, disinterestedness, and respect. 

Hy the.si’ never-failing arts, he gradually con¬ 
quered my indillerence, and gained the prelerenee 
in my esteem from l^ord (1—y and the Prince of 

-, who were at that time his rivals. Put what 

contributed more than any consideration to his 
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8uc?£ss TPiis Ins declaring; openly, that he wo\ild 
marry me witljout hesitation, as .so<m as I could 
obtum a divorce from my j)r(>sent hiusband, wliich, 
in all probahilit}', ml^ht have been easily procured ; 

for, before I lett Knj'Iand, Lord-had offered 

me five thousand iiouuds if I would consent to such 
a mutual release, tliat he mi!>ht be at libertj to 

espouse one Miss W-, of Kent, to whom he 

then mad{* love upon honourable terms ; but I was 
fool enoufih to refuse bis proposal, by the advice of 

^-, And whether or not his lordship, finding? 

it impracticable to wed his new mistress, began to 
make love upon another footing, I know not; but, 
certain it is, the inotlier forbade him tlu* house, a 
circumstance which he took so heinously ill, lliat 
lie appealed to the world in a public advertisement, 
beginning with “ Whereas, for some time, I have 

jiassioiiately loved Miss VV-, and, upon my not 

com])lyii)g with tlie motlier’s proposals, they have 
turned me out of doors—this is to justify,” 

This d(‘cIaratioii, signed with his name, was ac¬ 
tually printed in a number of detached advertise¬ 
ments, which he ordered to be distributed to the 
public ; and afterwards, being convinced by some 
of bis fruMids that he had done a very silly thing, 
lu’ n*-ealled them at half a guinea a-piece. A copy 
of on(‘ of tliem w'as s(*nt to iiu* at r.iris, and I 
lM‘liev<’ my father lias now oiu* of tlu* originals in 
hts possession. After this wise vindication of his 
i'oudiud, he iiuuh* an attempt to carry off tlu* lady 
from ehiireli by force of arms ; but she was rescued 
by the neighbours, headed by her brother, who, 
being an attorney, had like to have made liis loixl- 
ship smart .se\ereiy for this exploit. 

j\Ieanwhile niy new admirer had made some 
progress in my heart; an<l, my finances being ex¬ 
hausted, 1 wa.s reduced to the alternative of return¬ 
ing to Lord-again, or aecci>ting Earl H-\s 

love. When my affairs were brought to an issue, 
I made no hesitation in my choice, putting myself 
undtT the prol(‘etiou of a man of honour whom I 
esteenu'd, rather than suffer every sort of mortifi¬ 
cation from a jicrson uho was the olijeet of my ab- 
lio’Teuee and eonlemjit. Krom a mistaken pride, 

I ehose to live in Lord J1-"s house, rather than 

be maintained at liis expense in another place. We 
sjMuit several months agreeably in halls and other di¬ 
versions, visited Loi d J>—K, ho lived at the distance 
ofa few leagues from Paris, and staid some din sat his 
house, wliere the entertainment was, in all respects, 
delightful, elegant, and refined. ’J'heir habitation 
was the rendezvous of tiie best eom[)an} in Krance; 
and Lady H—k iiiaiutaiued th<‘ same superiority 
in her own sex, for whieli her lord is so justly dis¬ 
tinguished among the men. 

About ohi'istmas we set out for England, accom¬ 
panied by a little North Hriton, w’ho lived with 

liord 15-as Ids companion, and did not at all 

apjirove of our eorrespotuleuce; whether out of 
real friemKhip for his jiatron, or aj>preheusioii that 
in time i miglit KU])ersede his own influence w'ith 
my lord, 1 shall not pretend to determine. Ec that 
as it will, the frost was so severe, that w'c were de¬ 
tained ten days at ('alais before we could get out of 
the harbour; and, during that time, I reflected 
fierlously on what my new lover jiroposed. As lie 
■^as very young, and unae({uainted with the world, 
I thought my story might have escaped him; and 
therefore determined to give him a failiiful detail 
of the whole, that he might not liave anything to 
rcproacli me with in the sequel: besides, I did not 
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think it honest to engage him to do more for me than 
he might afterwards perhaps think L was worth. Ac¬ 
cordingly, I communicated to him every particular 
)f my life; and the narration,far from altering his 
•jentirnents, rather confirmed his good opinion, by 
exhibiting an undoubted proof of my frankness and 
sincerity. Jn short, he behaved with smh gene¬ 
rosity, as made an absolute conquest of my heart. 
But my love was of a different kind from that 
which liad formerly reigned within my breast, being 
founded upon the warmest gratitude aiid esteem, 
exclusive of any other consideration, though his per¬ 
son was very agreeable, and his address engaging. 

When we arrived in England, T went directly to 
his country seat, about twelve miles from London, 
where he soon joined me, and we lived some time 
in perfect retirement, his relations being greatly 

alarmed with the apprehension that Lord- 

would bring an action against him, though he him¬ 
self desired nothing more, and lived so easy under 
that expeetution, that they soon laid aside their 
fears on his aecount. 

\V^* were visited by Mr. 11-B-, a relation 

of my lord, and one *Mr. B-, of the guards, who, 

with th(* little Scotchman and my lover, made an 
agveeablc set, among whom I enjoyed hunting, 
and all manner of eounlry diversions. As to Mr. 

II—-- E-, if ever there was perfection in one 

man, it centered in him; or, at least, he, of all the 
men T ever knew, approached the nearest to that 
idea which 1 had conceived of a perfect character. 
He was both good and great, possessed an uncom¬ 
mon genius, and the best of hearts, Mr. K-was a 

very .sociable man, bad a good person, and culti¬ 
vated understanding; and iny lord was excessively 
good humoured :—so that, with such companions, 
no place could be dull or insipid. Eor my own 
part, 1 conducted the family ; and, as I endeavoured 
to please and make every body happy, I had the 

good fortune to succeed. Mr. B-told me, that 

before he saw me, lie heard I was a fool; but find¬ 
ing, as h<‘ w^as jileased to say, that 1 had been egre- 
giousiy misnqu’esented, he eourtecl my friendship, 
and a oorresjxmdenee commenced betw'een us. 
Indeed, it w’us imjiossible for any person to know 
him, without entertaining the irtmost esteem and 
veneration for his virtue. 

After 1 had livetl some time in tliis agreeable 
retreat, my liusband began to make a hustle. He 

sent a message, dcmaiuling me from l>ord 11-; 

then came in person, with his nighteap in his 
pocket, intending to have staid all night, had he 
been asked, and attende<l by a relation, whom he 
assured that 1 was very fond of him, and detained 
by force from his arms. 

I'inding himself disappointed in his expectations, 

lie commenced a law-suit against Lord B-, 

though not for a divorce, as we desired, but with a 
view to reclaim me as his lawful wife, liis lawyers, 
how ever, attemptc'd to prove criminal conversation, 
in hopes of extorting money' from my lover. But 
their endearours were altogether fruitless; for no 
servant of liOrd H-’s or mine could with jus¬ 

tice say we were ever seen to trespass against 
modesty and decorum; so that the plaintiff was 
nonsuited. 

While this cause was depending, all my lover’s 
friends expressed fear and concern for the issue, 
while ho himself behaved with the utmost resolu¬ 
tion, and gave me such convincing proofs of a 
strong and steady affection, as augmented my 
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gratitude, and rivetted the ties of my love, whieh 
was unblemished, faithful, and sincere. 

Soon after this event, I was seized with a violent 
fit of illness, in which I was visited by my father, 
and attended by two physicians, one of whom de¬ 
spaired of my life, and took his leave accordingly; 

but Dr. S-, who was the other, persisted in his 

attendance, and, in al^ human appearance, saved 
my life; a circumstance by which he acquired a 
great share of reputation. Yet, notwithstanding 
al) his assistance, I was confined to my bed for ten 
weeks ; during which Lord E-’s grief was im¬ 

moderate, his care and generosity unlimited. While 

I lay in this extremitv, Mr. S--, penetrated by 

my melancholy condition, which revived his ten¬ 
derness, begged leave to be admitted to my presence; 
and Lord 11-would have coini)lied with his re¬ 

quest, had I not been judged too weak to bear the 
shock of such an interview. My constitution, how¬ 
ever, agreeably disappointed my fears; and the 
fever had no sooner left me, than I was removed to 
a hunting scat belonging to my lover, from wlience, 
after I had recovered my strength, we went to 

B-castle, where w'e kept open house. And, 

while we remained at this place, J^ord B-re¬ 
ceived a letter from Lord-, dated in November, 

challenging him to single combat in May, upon the 
frontiers of France and Flanders. I'his defiance 
was sent in consequence of what had passed between 
them long before my indisposition, at a meeting in 
a certain tavern, whore they quarrelled, and in the 
fray, my lover threw his antagonist under the 
table. I counselled him to take no notice of 
this rhodomontadc, winch I knew was void of 
all intention of performance; and he was wise 
enough to follow iny advice, resolved, liowev(*v, 
should the message he re])eated, to take the chal¬ 
lenger at liis word. 

Having resided some time at this place, we re¬ 
turned to the other country house which he had 

left, where I/)rd B-addicted himself so much 

to hunting, and other male diversions, that I began 
to think he neglected me, and apprised him of my 
suspicion, assuring him, at the same time, that 1 
would leave him as soon as my opinion should be 
confirmed. 

This declaration had no etfect upon his behaviour, 
which became so remarkably cold, that even Mr. 

R-, who lived with us, imagined that his 

affection was palpably diminished. When I went 
to town, I was usually attended by his cousin, or 
this gentleman, or both, but seldom favoured with 
his company; nay, when I rejmired to Bath, for the 
re-establishment of my health, he permitted me to go 
alone—so that I was quite persuaded of his indif¬ 
ference ; and yet I was mistaken in my opinion. 
But 1 had been spoiled by the behaviour of iny first 

husband, and Mr. S-, who never quitted me for 

the sake of any amusement, and often resisted the 
calls of the most urgent business, rather than part 
from me, though but for a few hours. I thought 
every man who loved me truly would act in the 
same manner; and, whether I am right or v/rong 
in my conjectures, I leave wiser casuists to judge. 
Certain it is, such sacrifice and devotion is the 
most pleasing proof of an admirer’s passion; and, 
Voycz imi plus souvent, et ne me donnez r«?n, is one 
of my favourite maxims. A man may ^ve money, 
because he is profuse; he may be violently fond, 
because he is of a sangirine constitution. But, if 
he gives me his time, he gives me an unquestion¬ 


able proof of my being in full possession of hia 
heart. 

My appearance at Bath, without the company of 
Lord B——, occasioned a general surjiriso, and en¬ 
couraged the men to pester me with addresses, 
every new admirer endeavouring to advance his 
suit by demonstrating the unkind and disrespectful 
behaviour of his lordship. Indeed, this was the most 
effectual string they could touch. My pride and 
resentment were alarmed, I was weak enough to 
listen to one man, who had like to have insniuated 
himself into my inclinations. He w'as tall and 
large boned, with white hair, inclining to what is 
called sandy, and had the reputation of being hand¬ 
some, though I think he scarce deserved that epithet, 
lie jMjssessed a large fortune, loved mischief, and 
stuck at nothing for the acconijjlishiiient of his de¬ 
signs, one of his chief pleasures being that of 
setting any two lovers at variance. He employed 
his address upon me with great assiduity, and knew 
so well how' to manage my resentment, that I was 
pleased with his numner, heard his vows without 
disgust, and, in a woitI, ju'onnsed to deliberate with 
myself upon his proposals, and give him an account 
of my determination in writing. 

Thus resolved, I went to Lord B-, in "Wilt¬ 

shire, whither 1 was followed by this pretender to 
my heart, who visited us on the footing of an ac¬ 
quaintance ; but when J reflected on what I hud 
done, I eoiulemned my own conduct as indiscreet, 
though nothing decisive had j)assed between us, 
ami began to liate him in proi)ortion to the self-con¬ 
viction I felt, perceiving tiiat I had involved myself 
in a difficulty from w'hich I slioiild not he easily 
disengaged. For the present, however, I found 
means to postpone my declaration. He admitted 
my excuse, and I returned to London with Lord 

B-, who was again suinnioned to tlie field by his 

fomer cliallcnger, 

H—d—n, governor, counsellor, and steward to 
this little liero, came to Lord B—^— with a verbal 
message, importing that his lordship had changed 
his mind about going to Flanders, hut exj)ected to 
meet him, on such a day and hour, in the burying 
ground near lied Lion S<iuare. Lord B-—— ac- 
ce])ted the challenge, and gave me an account of 
what had passed; hut he had been anticipated by 
the messenger, who had already tried to alarm my 
fears from the consideration of the consequence, 
that I might take some measures to prevent their 
meeting. 1 perceived his drift, and told him plainly, 

that Lord-had no intention to risk his person, 

though he endeavoured with all his might to per¬ 
suade me, that his principal was desperate and 
determined. 1 knew my little husband too well to 
think he would bring matters to any dangerous 
issue, and was ap]»rehensive of nothing but foul 
play, from the vUlany of H—n, with which I was 
equally well acquainted. Indeed, I signified my 

doubts on that score to Mr. B-, who would have 

attended his kin.sman to the field, had he not thought 
he might be liable to censure, if any thing should 

happen to Lord B-, because he himself was 

heir at law. For that reason he judiciously de¬ 
clined being personally concerned ; and we pitched 

u])on the Earl of A-, his lordship’s uncle, who 

willingly undertook the office. 

At the appointed*time they went to the house of 
rendezvous, where they had not waited long when 
the challenger appear^, in a new pink satin waist¬ 
coat, which he Ixad put on for the occasion, with 
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his sword under his arm, and his steward by him, 
leaving, in a hackney coach at some distance, a 
8urge()n whom lie had provided for the care of his 
person. Thus equipped he advanced to his an¬ 
tagonist, and desired him to choose his ground; 

upon which Lord B-told him, that if he must 

full, it was not material which grave he should 
tmnble over. 

Our little hero, finding him so jocose and deter¬ 
mined, turned to Lord A-, and desired to speak 

with him, that he might disburden his conscience 
before they should begin the work of death. They 
accordingly went aside ; and he gave him to under¬ 
stand, that his motive for fighting, was Lord B-*s 

detaining his wife from him by compulsion. The 

Earl of A-assured him, he was e.gregiously 

mistaken in his conjecture; that his nephew used 
no force or undue influence to keep me in his 
house; but it could uot be expected that he would 
turn me out of doors. 

This cx])lanation was altogether satisfactory to 
Lord-, who said he was far from being so un¬ 
reasonable, as to expect Lord B-would commit 

such a breach of hospitality; and all he desired 
was, that his wife should be left to her own incli¬ 
nations. Upon these articles, peace was concluded, 
arid they parted without hloodslied. At least these 
are the particulars of the story, as they were re¬ 
lated by Lord A-, with whom I laughed heartily 

at the adventure, fori never doubted that the chal¬ 
lenger would find some expedient to jmevent the 
duel, though 1 wondered how be mustered up re¬ 
solution enough to curry it so fur. 

That he might not, however, give us any more 
trouble, we resolved to go and enjoy ourselves in 
France, whither I went by myseltjin hopes of being 
soon joined by my lover, who was obliged to stay 
some time longer in England, to settle his affairs. 
He was so inueh affected at our parting, though 
hut for a few weeks, that lie was almost distracted. 
And this affliction renewed niy teudernofis for him, 
because it was an undoubted proof of his love. I 
wrote to him every post from France; and, as 1 
had no secrets, (U’sired him to take care of all the 
letters that should come to his house, directed to 
me, after my departure from England. 

This was an unfortunate office for him, in the exc- 
eiition of which he chanced to ojieii a letter from 

^Sir 'P-A-, with whom, us I have already 

observed, I had some correspondence at Bath. 1 
hud, according to my promise, given this gentleman 
a decisive answer, importing that 1 was determined 
to remain in my present situation; but as I>ord 
B-ignorant of my sentiments in that par¬ 

ticular, and perceived from the letter that something 
extraordinary had passed between us, and that 1 
was earnestly solicited to leave liini, he was seized 
with the utmost consternation and concern ; and 
having previously obtained the king’s leave to go 
abroad, set out that very night for France, leaving 
his affairs in the greatest confusion. 

Hir T-A-liearing I was gone, without 

understanding the cause of my departure, took tlie 
same route, and both arrived at l)ovcr next day. 
They heard of each other’s motions. Each bribed 
the master of a packet-boat to transport him with 
expedition ; but that depending upon the wind, 
both reached Calais at the same tim^ though in 

dififerent vessels. Sir T- sent Ins valet-de- 

chambre post, with a letter, entreating me to ac¬ 
company him into Italy, where he wo^d moke me 


mistress of his whole fortune, and to set out directly 
for that country, that he might not lose me by the 

arrival of Lord B-, promising to join me on the 

road, if I would consent to make him happy. I 
sent his messenger hack with an answer, wherein I 
expressed surprise at his proposals, after having 
signified my resolution to him before I left England, 
lie was scarce dismissed, when 1 received another 

letter from Lord B-, beseeching me to meet him 

at Clermont, upon the road from Calius; and con¬ 
juring me to avoid the sight of his rival, should he 
get the start of him in travelling. This, however, 

was not likely to be the case, as Lord B-rode 

post, and the other was, by his corpulence, obliged 
to travel in a chaise; yet, that I might not increase 
his anxiety, 1 left Paris, immediately on the receipt 
of his message, and met him at the appointed place, 
where he received me with all the agitation of joy and 

fear, and asked if I had ever encouraged Sir I’- 

A-in his addresses ? I very candidly told him 

the whole transaction, at which lie was incensed; 
but his indignation was soon appeased, when I pro¬ 
fessed my penitence, and assured him that I had 
totally rejected his rival. Not that I approve of 

my behaviour to Sir T-, who, I own, was ill 

used in this affair; but surely it was more ex¬ 
cusable to halt here, than proceed farther in my 
indiscretion. 

My lover being satisfied wilh my declaration, we 
went together to I’aris, being attended by the 
Seotehiuan, whom 1 have already mentioned,♦hough 
1 believe he was not over and above well pleased 
to see niatlcrs thus amicably compromised. The 
furious knight followed us to the capital; insisted 
on seeing me in person; told this North Briton, 
that I was actually engaged to him; wrote every 
hour, and railed at my perfidious conduct. 1 took 
no notice of these delirious transports, which were 

also disregarded by Lord B-, till, one night, he 

was exasperated by the insinuations of Mr. C——, 
who, I believe, inflamed his jealousy, by hinting a 
suspicion that 1 was really in love with his rival. 
What passed betwixt them I know not, but he sent 
for me from the opera, by a physician of Paris, who 
was a sort of go-between among us all, and who 
told me, that, if I did not come home in the instant, 
a duel would be fought on my account. 

1 was very much .shocked at this information; 
but, by being used to alarms from the behaviour of 

Ijord-, 1 had acquired a pretty good share of 

resolution, and with great composure entered the 

room where Lord B-was, with his companion, 

^>hom 1 immediately ordered to withdraw. I then 
gave his lordship to understand, that I was in- 
fonned of what had passed, and thought myself so 
much injured by the person who had just quitted 
the apartment, that I would no longer live under 
the same roof with him. 

Lord B-raved like a bedlamite, taxing me 

with want of candour and affection: but I easily 
justified my own integrity, and gave him such 
assurances of my love, that his jealousy subsided, 
and his spirits were recomposed. Nevertheless, I 

insisted upon his dismissing Mr. C-, on pain of 

my leaving tlie. house, as I could not help thinking 
he had used his endeavours to prejudice me in the 
opinion of my lord. If his conduct was the result 
of friendship for his patron, lie certainly acted the 
part of an honest and trusty adherent. But I could 
not easily forgive liim, because, a few weeks before, 
he had, by my interest, obtained a considcmblu 
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addition to his allowance; and even after the stops 
he had taken to disoblige me, I was not so much 

his enemy but that 1 prevailed upon Lord 13-to 

double his salary, that his leaving the family might 
be no detriment to his fortune. 

His lordship having comj)lied with my demand, 
this gentleman, after ha^ing stayed three days iu 
the liouse, to prepare for his departure, during 
which I would not sufler him to be admitted into 
my presence, made his retreat with a fine young 
girl, who was my eompauion; and I liuvc never 
seen him since that time. 

Sir T-still continued furious, and would not 

take a denial, except from my own mouth; upon 
which, with the aj>probation of Jjord 13-, I in¬ 

dulged him with an interview, lie entered the 
apartment with a stern countenance, and told me I 
had used him ill. I pleaded guilty to the charge, 
and hegged his j>ardon acconlingly. I attempted 
to reason the case witli him, but he would hear no 
arguments exce])t his own, and even tried to inti¬ 
midate me with threats; which provoked me to 
such a degree, that 1 defied his vengeanee. J told 
him, that I feared nothing but the report of my 
own conscience; that though 1 had acted a simple 
part, he durst not say there was any thing eriminal in 
iny conduct; and that, from his present frantic and 
unjust behaviour, 1 thought myself hai>i>y in having 
escaped him. He swore 1 was the most inflexible 
of all creatures, asked if nothing would move me ? 
and when I answered, “ Nothing,” took his leave, 
and never after persecuted me with his addresses ; 
though 1 have heard he was vain and false enough 
to boast of favours, which, upon my honour, he 
neyer received, as he himself, at one time, owned to 
Dr. (lantwcll, ut Paris. 

"While he underwent all this fren 2 y and distrac¬ 
tion upon my account, he was loved with tin* same 
violence of passion by a e-ertain Scotch lady i>f 
qunhty, who, when he followed im* to Frances ptiv- 
fiued him tliither with the same eugeruess and expe- 
ditlou. Far from being jealous of me as a rival, 
she used to come to my lunise, imjdore my good 
ofliees -vv'ith the object of her love, ami, laying her¬ 
self on the floor at full length bclbre tlie tire, weep 
and cry like a person bereft of her senses. She 
bitterly complained that he had never obliged her 
hut once; and begged, with the most eanu'st sup- 
plications, that J would give her an opjmrtuiiity of 
seeing him at my house. Put I thought })roper to 
avoid her company, as soon as I j)erceived her 
intention. 

We continued at Paris for some time, during 
w’hich I contracted an ae(juaintaiice w’itli the sister 
of !Madam la T-. She w’as the sujipc^sed mis¬ 
tress of tlic JVince of C-, endow'ed with a great 

share of understanding, and loved pleasure to ex¬ 
cess, though she maintained her reputation on a 
respectable footing, by living with her husband and 
mother. This lady, perceiving that I had inspired 
lier lover with a passion, which gave me uncasin<‘ss 
on her account, actually practised all her eloipiencc 
and art in persuading me to listen to his love; 
for it was a maxim with her to please him at any 
rate. I was shocked at her indelicate complaisance, 
and rejected the proposal as repugnant to my pre¬ 
sent engagement, which i held as sacred as any 
nuptial tie, ar»d much more binding than a forced 
or unnatural marriage. 

Upon our return to England, we lived in great 
barmony and peace; and nothing was wanting to 


my happiness, but the one thing to me the most 
needful—I mean the enchanting tenderness and 
delightful enthusiasm of love. Lord P—'s heart, 
1 believe, felt the soft impressions ; and, for my 
own part, 1 loved him with the most faithful affec¬ 
tion. It is not enough to say I wished him well; 
I had the most delicate, the most genuine esteem 
for his virtue ; Iliad an intimate regard and anxiety 
for his interest; and felt for him as if he had been 
my own son. Put still there w’as a vacancy in my 
heart; llierc was not that fervour, that transjiort, 
that ecstasy of passion which I had formerly known; 
my bosom was not filled with the little deity; I 
could not liclj) recalling to my remembrance the 
fond—the ravishing moments I had passed w-itk 

S-. Had I understood the conditions of Hie, 

those pleasures were ha])pily exchanged for my 
jiresent situation, because, if J was now dt'pvivedof 
those rapturous enjoyments, I was also exemjited 
from the cares and anxiety that attended them ; 
but 1 was generally extravagant in my notions of 
happiness, and therefore construed my present 
traiKjuillity into an insipid languor and stagnation 
of life. 

While 1 remained in this inactivity of sentiment. 

Lord -, having received a very considerable 

addition to his fortune, sent a message to me, pro¬ 
mising, tliat if 1 w'oiild leave Lord P-, lu‘W’ouId 

make me a present of a house and furniture, where 
1 bhould live at my ease, without being exposed to 
his visits, except when I should be disposed to 
receive them. This proposal he made in consc- 
(juenceof what 1 had always declared, namely, tliat 
if he hud not reduced me to the necessity of putting 
rnysclf under the protection of some person or 
other, by depriving me of any other means of sub 
sistence, 1 should never have given the world the 
least cause to scandalize my reputation ; and that I 
would withdraw myself from iny present depen¬ 
dence, as soon as he should enable me to live by 
mjself. 1 uas therefore resoi\('<l to ho as good ,ia 
my word, ami accepted his offer, on condition that 
I hlumld be wholly at my own di&iH>.sal, and that he 
should never enter my dijor but as a ^ibitant or 
common Irit'iid. 

'riiese articles being ratified by Ids word atid 
honour, tin* ■^■ulu(* of whicli 1 did not then know, 
a house was furnished according to iny directions ; 

and I siguified luy intention to Uord B-, who 

consented to my removal, uifli this proviso, that I 
should continue to see him. 1 wrote also to his 

relation, Mr. P-, uho, in his answer, observed, 

tluit it was too late to advise, when 1 was actually 
determined. All my friends and aoipudntance jq)- 
proved of the scheme, though it was one of the 
most unjustifiable bteps 1 had ever taken, being a 
real act of ingratitude to my benefactor; which I 
soon did, and always shall regret and condemn. 
So little is the world qualified to judge of private 
affairs I 

When the time of our ])arting drew near. Lord 

B-became gloomy and dibeontented, and even 

entreated mo to postpone my resolution ; hut I told 
him, that now every thing wuis prepared for my 
reception, I could not retract without incurring the 
imputation of folly and extravagance. On the very 

day of my departure, Mr. P-endeavoured, with 

all the arguments he could suggest, to dissuade me 
irom niy purpose; and I made use of the same an¬ 
swer which had satisfied his friend. Finding me 
determined on removing, he burst out into a flood 
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of tears, exclaiming, “ By G—d, if I^ord - 

can bear it, 1 can’t.” I was thunderstruck at tins 
expression; for tliouf'h I had been told that Mr. 

B-was in love with me, I ^?ave no credit to the 

i\*j)ort, because lie had never <Ieelared his passion, 
and this was the first hint of it that ever eseapetl 
him in my heariiiii'. 1 was tlierefori' so iniudi 
amazed at the circumstanee of this ahnijif exjiia- 
iiation, that I eo ild make no answer; but having 
taken my leave, went away, ruminating on the 
unexpected declaration. 

Lord H-, us I was informed, s])oke not a 

word tluit whole night, and took my leaving him 
so mneh to lieart, that two years elajised before he 
got the better of his grief. 'J'his iiitelligenee I 
aflerwards received from his own month, and 
asked his forgiveness for my unkind retreat, 
though r shall never he able to obtain my own. 
As for Mr. B-, he Mas overwhelmed wi'tli sor¬ 

row, and made such efforts to suppress his concern, 

as had well nigh cost him Ids life. Dr. S-was 

called to him in the middle of the night, and found 
linn almost .snfVoeated. ]le soon guessed the cause, 
wh(*n he understood that i had left the house. So 
that i my.self was the only jiersou eomuTiied, M’ho 
was utterly ignorant of lus afh^etion ; for J sohunnly 
declare he never gave me the least reason to sus- 
p<‘et it whih* 1 lived with his relation, because he 
had too mueli honour to entertain a thought of 
supplanting his friend, and too good an ojiinion of 
me to believe he should have succeeded in the 

attempt. Thougli my love for Lord B- was 

not so ternler and interesting as the passion I had 

felt for S-, my fidelity mas inviolable, and I 

never Inirhoured tin* most distant thought of any 
other person, till after I had resolved to leave him, 
when, I own, I aflorded some small eneouragemenf 
to the addn‘.sses of a new admirer, bj’ telling him, 
that I should, in a little time, he my own mistress, 
thougli I was not now at my own disposal. 

I eiijoNcd my new huuse as a little paradise. It 
was aeeommoilaled with all sorts of eoiivenieiices ; 
every tlimg was new, jud therefore pleasing, and 
the whole ali.s')lufel\ et my eoiumand. 1 had the 
eompany of a relation, a \ery good woman, with 
whom I li\<‘d ill the most aiuieahle manner; was 
■\isited by tile best pi'ojili' in town (I nuaui those of 

the male s<‘X the ladies having 1 . 

me); I fre(pu‘iile<l ail rejuitahle places of jmhlie 
enterluirnuent, and had a eoneert at home once a 
week ; so that my da\s rolled on iii luip])iness and 
<juiet, till all my sweets were emhittcTed by the 
vexatious h<‘liavionr of my husband, who began to 
imjiortune me again to live with him; and by the 

increasing anxiety of Lord 15-, wlio, tlumgh I 

still admitted his visits. ]>lainly perceived that 1 
wanted to relimjuish his eorrespoudenee. 'riii.s 
discovery raised such temjiests of jealousy and 
despair within his breast, that he kept me in eon- 
tiiiuul alarm, lie sent messages to mo every hour, 
signe<l his letters with his own blood, raved like a 
mail in eestaey of madiu'ss, railed at my iugiuti- 
tude, and praised my eonduet by turns. He offered 
to saerifiei* ev(*ry thing for my lo^'e, to leave the 
kingdom forthwith, and live with me for ever in 
any part of the v\orId where 1 sliould clioose to 
reside. 

These w'erc generous and tempting projiosals; 
but I was lieset with counsellors who w'ere not 
totally disinterested, and who dissuaded me from 
embracing the proffers of iny lover, on pretonee 


that Lord - would ho highly injured by my 

eompliance. J listened to their advice, and har¬ 
dened my heart against Lord B--’s sorrow and 
soli<'itations. My helmviour on this occasion is 
altogether unaeeountabic; this was the only time 
that ever 1 was a slave to admonition. I'he con¬ 
dition ofJjord 15-would have melted any lieart 

hut mine, and yet mine w'as one of the most sen¬ 
sible. He em]»loyed his eoubin as an advocate with 
me, fill that gentleman actually refused the office, 
telling him candidly, that his own inclinations were 
too mneh engaged to permit him to perform the 
task with fidelity and truth, lie accordingly re- 
solv<*<l to avoid my presence, until my loni and I 
sliould come to some final determination, which 
was greatly retarded by the perseverance of his 
lordship, who would not resign his hopes, even 
when 1 pretended that another man had engaged 
my heart, but said, that in time my affection might 
return. 

Our correspondence, how'cver, gradually wore 

off; ujioii v^lueh Mr. B- renewed his visiks, 

and many agreeahlt* and hapjiy hours we passed 
together. "Not that he, or any other jierson whom 
I now^ saw, succeeded to the privilege of a for¬ 
tunate lover; 1 knew lie loved me to madness; but 
I would not gratify his passion any other way than 
by the nio.si profound esteem and vetieration for 
his virtues, whieli were altogether amiable and 
sublime; and 1 would here draw his character lui- 
nutel}, but it would lake up loo inueh lime to set 
forth his merit; the only man lining of my 

acipiaintaiiee m ho resemble.s him, is ]jord F-, of 

whom 1 shall speak in the seipiel. 

About thhs time I underwent a very interesting 
change in the situation of my heart. I had sent a 

message to my old lover S-, desiring he Mould 

allow my picture, whieli was in his jiossession, to 
he copied; and he now traiiMuitted it to me by my 
law'vm*, whom hi* directed to ask, if 1 intended to 
he at ihe next masquerade? 'L'his curiosity had a 
stiaiige effect upon ni} s)>irits; my heart tfuttered 
at the qiieslioii, and my iniagiiialioii glowed with 
a thousand fond presages, i ansv^ered in the 
aflirmat.\e; and we met bv aceidenl at the h.ilL I 
could not behold limi Milhout emotion: when he 
accosted me, his well known voice made my ht-art 
ihrate, like a musical chord, v\lieu its unison is 
struck. All the ideas of our past love, uliich the 
laj)se of time and absouco had enfeebled, and lulled 
to sleep, nov\ awoke, and were reiiispired by lus 
a]ipearance; so that lus artfnl excuses were easily 
admitted I forgave him all that 1 had suffered 
on Ins account, heeause he was the natural lord of 
my affecliou; and our former eorrespoudenee was 
renevN ed. 

I thought niyself in a new Morld of ]>!iss in con- 
seijueiiee of this reconciliation, tlie ru]itiire of w hieh 
eoiitinued unimpaired for the space of four months, 
during w hieh time hi* was fonder of me, if possible, 
than before, reiieateil his jirenuse of luarnage, if 
we should ever have it in our j»owor; as.Nured me 
he had never been hapjiy since he left me; that he 
believed no woman had ever loved like me. And 
indeed, to have a notion of my jiassion for that 
man, you must tirsl have loved as 1 did. ^ But, 
through a strange caprice, I broke ofl’ the corre¬ 
spondence, out of apprehension that he w’ould 
forsake me again. From his past conduct I dreaded 
what might happen; and tlie remembrance of what 
I had undergone by his inconstancy, filled my 
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unagination "with such horror, that I could not 
endure the shocking prospect, and prematurely 
plunged myself into the danger, rather than endure 
the terrors of expectation. 1 remembered that Ins 
former attachment began in the season of my 
prosperity, when my fortune was in the zenith, 
and my youth in its prime; and that he had for¬ 
saken me in the day of trouble when my life be¬ 
came embarrassed, and ray eircumstances were on 
the deeline. 1 foresaw nothing but continual per¬ 
secution from ray liushand, and feared, that, once 
the keener transjmrts of our reconciliation should 
be over, his affection would sink under the severity 
of its trial. In consequence of this desertion, I re¬ 
ceived a letter from him, acknowledging that he 
was rightly served, but tliat my retreat gave him 
inexpressible concern. 

JMeanwhile J^ord - continued to act in the 

character of a fiend, tonneiiting me with his 
nauseous importunities. He ])revailed upon the 

Duke of Jj- to employ his influence in per- 

sua<ling me to live with him; assuring his grace, 
that 1 iuid actually promised to give him that proof 
of my obedience, and that 1 would come home the 
sooner for being pressed to compliance by a person 
of his rank and character. Induced by these re- 
])resentalions, the duke honoured me with a visit; 
and, in the course of his exhortations, 1 undersU)od 
how he had been thus misinfonued. Upon which 
I sent for Lord-, and, in his presence, con¬ 

victed him of the falsehood, by communicating to 
his grace the articles of our last agreement, wliich 
he did not think proper to deny; and The duke 
being undeceived, declared, that he Hould not have 
given me the trouble of vindicating myself, had he 
not been misled by the insincerity of my lord. 

Raffled in this attempt, he engaged Air. H- 

V-, and afterwards my own fatlier, in the same 

task ; and thougli I still adhered to my first reso¬ 
lution, persisted with such obstinacy in his endea¬ 
vours to make me unhappy, that J determined to 
leave the kingdom. Accordingly, after 1 had 
spent the evening with him at Kanelagh, I went 
away about two o’clock in the morning, leaving 
my conjpanion, with directions to restore to my 
lord his house, furniture, plate, and every thing he 
had given me since our last aeeonnnodation ; so far 
was I, uiK>n this occasion, or at any other time of 
my life, from embezzling any part of his fortune. 
AJy friend followed my instnietions most punc¬ 
tually ; and his lordship knows and wdil acknow¬ 
ledge the truth of this assertion. 

Thus have I explained the true cause of my first 
expedition to Flanders, whither the world was 

good-natured enough to say, 1 followed Air. R- 

and the whole army, which happened to be sent 
abroad that summer. Before my departtire, I like¬ 
wise transmitted to Ivord B-the dressing plate, 

china, and a very considerable settlement, of wdiieh 
he had been generous enough to make me a present. 
U'his was an instance of my integrity, which I thought 
due to a man who had laid me under great obliga¬ 
tions ; and though I lived to be refused a small 

sum, both by him and S-, I do not repent of my 

disinterested behaviour; all the revenge I harbour 
against the last of these lovers, is the desire of 
having it in my power to do him good. 

I now found myself adrif't in the world again, 
and very richly deserved the hardships of my con¬ 
dition, for my indiscretion in leaving Lord B-, 

and in trusting to the word of Lord ——, without 


some further security ; but I have dearly paid for 
my imprudence. The more I saw into the cha¬ 
racter of this man, whom destiny hath appointed 
my scourge, the more w'as 1 detennined to avoid 
his fellowship and communication; for he and I 
are, in point of disposition, as opj)osite as any two 
principles in nature. In the first place, he is one 
of the most unsocial beings that ever existed; when 
I was pleased and hajqiy, he was always out of 
temper; but if he could find means to overcast and 
cloud my mirth, though never so innocent, he then 
discovered signs of uncommon satisfaction and con¬ 
tent, because, by this disagreeable temper, he 
banished all conijjany from his house. He is ex¬ 
tremely weak of understanding, though he pos¬ 
sesses a good share of low cunning, which has so 
egregiously hnposed upon some people, that they 
have actually believed liim a good uatured easy 
creature, and blamed me because I did not manage 
him to better purpose; but, upon further acquaint¬ 
ance, they have always found him obstinate as a 
mule, and capricious as a monkey. Not that he is 
utterly void of all commendable qualities. He is 
punctual in jjaying bis debts, liberal when in good 
humour, and would be well-bred, w'ere he not sub¬ 
ject to fits of absence, during which he is altogether 
unconversuhlc; but he is proud, naturally sus¬ 
picious, jealous, equally with and without cause, 
never made a friend, aud is an utt(*r stranger to 
the joys of intimacy; in short, he hangs like a 
damp upon society, and may be properly called 
an ejuthet whieli lie has justly acquired. 
He honours me with constant professions of love; 
but his conduct is so opjiosite to my sentiments of 
that passion, as to have been the prime source of 
all my misfortunes and affliction; and I have often 
wished myself the object of his hate, in hopes of 
profiting by a change in liis behaviour. 

Indeed, he has not been able to make me more 
unhappy than 1 believe he is in his own mind; for 
he is literally a self-tormentor, who never enjoyed 
one gleam of satisfaction, exce)>l at the expense of 
another’s quiet; and yet with this (J had almost 
called it diabolical) (juality, he expects that I should 
cherish him with all the tenderness of affection. 
After he has been at pains to incur my aversion, 
he punishes my disgust, by contriving schemes to 
mortify and perplex me, which have often suc¬ 
ceeded so cffcctnally, as to endanger my life and 
constitution ; for J Iiave been fretted and frighted 
into sundry fits of illness, and then 1 own 1 have 
experienced his care and concern. 

Over and above the oddities I have mentioned, 
he is so unsteady in his economy, that he is always 
new modelling his affairs, and exhausting his for¬ 
tune, by laying out ten pounds, in order to save 
a shilling. He inquires into the character of a 
servant, after he has lived two years in his family, 
and is so ridiculously stocked with vanity and seli- 
conceit, that, notwithstanding my assurance before, 
and4he whole series of my conduct since our mar¬ 
riage, which ought to have convinced him of my 
divslike, he is still persuaded, that, at bottom, I must 
admire and be enamoured of his agreeable person 
and accomplishments, and that I would not fail tc 
manifest my love, were I not spirited up against 
him by his own relations. Perhajis it might be 
their interest to foment the misunderstanding be¬ 
twixt us; but really they give themselves no 
trouble about our affairs; and, so far as I know 
them, are a very good sort of people. On the 
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vhole, I think I may with justice pronounce my 
precious yokefellow a trifling, teasing, insufferable, 
inconsistent creature. 

With the little money whichTcraainod of wnat i 
had received from Ins lordship for housekeeping, T 
transported myself to Elanders, and arrived in 
Ghent a few days after our troops were quartered 
in that city, which was so much crowded with th{‘se 
new visitants, that I should have found it imprac¬ 
ticable to procure a lodging, had T not becTi accoin- 

inoduted by Lord H-J3-, the duke of A —*s 

youngest brother, who very politely gave me up 

his own. Here I saw my friend Mr. J1-, who 

■was oveijoyed at my arrival, though jealous of every 
man of his acquaintance; fl)r he Iov(‘d me with all 
the ardour of passion, and 1 regarded him with all 
tljc pcrlection of friendshi]), which, had he lived, 
in time might have jn’oduced love ; though that was 
a fruit which it never brought forth. Notwith¬ 
standing his earnest solicitations to the contrary, I 
staid hut a week in Ghent, from whence 1 pro¬ 
ceeded to Jlrussels, and fixed my abode in the Hotel 
de Elandre, among an agreeable set of gentlemen 
and ladies, -with 'ivhoni 1 spent my time very cheer¬ 
fully. There was a sort of court in this city, 
frequented by all the officers wlio could obtain per¬ 
mission to go thither; and the place in general was 
gay and agreeable. 1 was introduced to the best 
families, and very happy in my acijuaintanee; for 
till* ladies were polite, good teinja'red, and obliging, 
and treated me with the utmost hos]>itality and u - 
specl. Among others, I conlnicted a friendship 
wjth J\ladani lu ('omptesse de C--— and her tw’o 
daughters, who were very amiuhlc young ladies; 

and became intimate -w'ith the Princess C-and 

('ountesK W-, lady of the bedchamber to the 

queen of Hungary, and a great favourite of tlie 
governor Monsieur d‘li—in whose bouse she 
lived with his wife, who was also a lady of a very 
engaging disposition. 

Soon after 1 had fixed my habitation in Brussels, 
the company at our hotel was increased by three 
officers, who professe<l tliemselves my admirers, 
and came from Ghent, with a view of soliciting my 
love. This triumvirate consisted of the Seoteli 

earl of-,Lord K-M-, and another young 

officer. The first was a man of a very genteel figure 
and amorous complexion, danced well, and had a 
gi'eat deal of good humour, with a mixture of vanity 
and self-conccit. The second had a good face, 
though a clumsy jierson, and a very sweet dispo¬ 
sition, very much adapted for the sentimental jias- 

sion of love. And the third, Mr. W-by name, 

was tall, thin, and wrell-bred, with a great stock of 
good nature and vivacity. These adventurers 
began their addresses in general acts of gallantry, 
that comprehended several of my female friends, 
with whom we used to engage in parties of plea¬ 
sure, both in the city and the environs, wliich are 
extremely agreeable. When they thought they 
had taken the iireliminary steps of securing them¬ 
selves in my good opinion and esteem, they agreed 

to go on without further delay, and that Lord- 

should make the first attack upon my heart. 

He accordingly laid siege to me, with such 
warmth and assiduity, that 1 believe he deceived 
himself, and began to think he was actually in love; 
though, at bottom, he felt no impulse that deserved 
the sacred name. Though 1 discouraged him in 
the beginning, he persecuted me with his addresses; 
be always sat by me at dinner, and imparted a 


thousand trifles in continual whispers, which at¬ 
tracted the notice of the company so much, that I 
began to fear his behaviour would pve rise to some 
report to my ]>rojudice, and therefore avoided him 
with the utmost caution. Notwithstanding all my 
care, liowever, he found means one night, while my 
maid, ■who lay in my room, went down stairs, to 
get into my ehamber after I was a-bed. Upon 
which, I started uj), and told him, that, if he should 
approach me, I would alarm the house; for I never 
wanted courage and resolution. Perceiving my 
displeasure, he kneeled by the bedside, begged I 
would have ]uty on his sufferings, and swore 1 
should have carte blanche to the utmost extent of 
his fortune. To these proposals I made no other 
rejily, hut that of protesting J would never speak 
to him again, if he did not quit my apartment that 
moment; upon which he thought proper to with¬ 
draw ; and J never afterwards gave him an oppor¬ 
tunity of speaking to me on the same subject. So 
that, in a tew ■weeks, be separated himself from our 
society; though the ladies of Brussels considered 
him as my lover, because, of all tlie other officers, 
he was their greatest favourite, 

Jlis lordship being thus repulsed, Mr. W— 
took the field, and assailed my heart in a very dif¬ 
ferent nuinucr. He said he knew not how to make 
love, hut was a man of liouour, and would k(»cp the 
secret, and so fortli. To this cavalier address I 
answerc‘d, that I was not angry as 1 otherwise 
should have been, at his blunt declaration, because 
I found by bis own confession, h’e did not know 
what was due to the sox; and my unhappy situation 
iji some shai>e excused him for a liberty which he 
would not have dreamed of taking, had not my 
misfortunes encouraged his presumption. But I 
would deal with him in his own way; and, far 
fVom assuming the prude, frankly assured him, that 
Ik* was not at all to my taste, hoping he m ould con¬ 
sider iny dislike as a sufficient reason to reject his 
love. 

Lord K- began to fool the symptoms of a 

gemiinc jiassion, which he carefully cheribhcd|in 
silence, being ntituraliy diffident and bashful; hut, 
by the very means he used to conceal it from my 
observation, 1 plainly discerned the situation of his 
heart, and was not at all displeased at the progress 
I had made in his inclinations. Meanwhile he 
cultivated my acquaintance with great assiduity 
and respect, attended me in all my excursions, and 
particularly in an expedition to Antwerp, with two 
other gentlemen, where, in downright tjaite de wrur, 
we sat for our pictures, which were drawn in one 
piece, one of the party being represented in the 
dress of an hussar, and another in that of a running 
footman. This incident I mention, because the 
perfbnnance, which is now in my possession, gave 
birth to a thousand groundless reports circulated in 
England at our expense. 

It was immediately after this jaunt that Lord 

- began to disclose his passion; though he at 

the same time started such objections as seemed 
well nigh to extinguish his hopes, lamenting, that, 
even if he should have the happiness to engage my 
affections, his fortune was too inconsiderable to 

support us against the efforts of Lord-, should 

he attempt to interrupt our felicity: and that he 
himself was obliged to follow the motions of the 
army. In short, he seemed to consider my felicity 
more than his own, and behaved with such delicacy, 
as gradually made an impression on my heart; so 
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that, -when we parted, we agreed to renew our 
correspondenee in England. 

In tlie midst of these agreeable tiTnusements, 
'wliich I enjoyed in almost all the dilferent towns 
of Elanders, I happened to he at Glient one day, 
sitting among a good deal of company, in one of 
their hotels, when a post-chaise sto])ped at the gate; 
upon wliich we went to the windows to satisly our 
curiosity, when who should step out of the eon- 
veiiience, but ray litth^ insigniticant lord. 1 no 
sooner announced him to the eorai)any, than all the 
gentlemen asked whether they should stay and 
protect me, or withdraw ; and when I assured them 
that their protection was not necessary, one and all 

of them retired; though Jjord li-M-went 

no farther than the parlour below, being determined 
to screen me against all violence and compulsion. 

1 sent a message to my lord, di'siring him to walk 
u]) into my apartment; but although his sole errand 
was to see and carry me otV, he would not venture 
to accept of my invitation, till he had demanded me 
in form from the governor of the place. 

^I'hat gentleman, being altogether a stranger to 
his ])erson and c.haracter, referred him to the eoni- 
inanding otli<'er of the English troops, who was a 
man of honour, and, upon his lordship’s applica¬ 
tion, pretended to doubt his identity; observing, 
that lie had always heard Lord —— represented us 
a jolly corpulent man. lie gave him to under¬ 
stand, hovtever, that even granting him to be the 
person, I was by no means subject to milit;iry law', 
unless he <'ould 'prove that I had ever listed in his 
Maje.sty’s service. 

'I’hus disappointed in his endeavours, he returneji 
to the inn, and, with much persuasion, trusted him¬ 
self in my dining-room, aher having .stationed ins 
attendants at the door, in case of aecideiits. When 
I asked what had ])rocured me the honour of tins 
visit, he told me, his business uinl intent nm were 
to earry me home. This d(‘<‘laration produced a 
eonferenee, in vvliieh I argued tin* case with him; 
and matters were aecomimxiated f<ir the present, 
b^my jiromising to he in England some time in 
S<‘ptemi)cr, on condition that lie would jicrmit nn* 
to live by inyselti a.s before, and iimnedi-iti'ly order 
tin* arrears of mv pin-uioiiey to be jiaul. ile 
asSenteil to every thing I ]>rop<)sed, returned in 
peace to liis own country, and the deficiencies of 
my allowance were made goo<l; while I returned 
to Hrusst'ls, where I staid until mv departure for 
England, which I regulated in such a manner as 
was consistent with iny engagement. 

I took lodgings in I’all-Mall, and, sending for 
inv lord, eonvmeed him of my punctuality, and put 
him in mind of bis j)roinise, when, to my utter 
astonishment and confusion, he owned, tliat his 
jmnnise was no more than a decoy to bring me 
over, ami that I must lay my account with living 
in his house like u dutiful and obedient wife. 1 
heard him witli the indignation such treatment 
deserved, upbraiding him with his jierfidions deal¬ 
ing, whieli I told him would have determined mo 
aeainst eohalntation with him liad I not been already' 
resolved; and, being destitute of all resource, re¬ 
paired to Eat li, where 1 afterwards met with l\h\ 

U-and Mr. Jt-, two gentlemen who had 

been my feIIow'-passeng<u*s in the yacht from 
Elanders, and treated me with great frimidship 
and politeness, without either talking or thinking 
of love., 

With these gentlemen, who were as idle as 


myself, I went to tlie jubilee at Preston, which wa« 
no other than a great number of people assembled 
in a small town, extremely ill accommodated, to 
jianake of diversions that were bad imitations of 
jilays, concerts, and masquerades. Jf the W'orid 
fihtmid place to the account of iny indiscretion my 
travelling in this manner with gentlemen to whom 
I had no particular attachment, let it also he con¬ 
sidered, as an alleviation, that 1 always lived in 
terror of my lord, and consequently was often 
obliged to shift my quarters; so that, my finances 
being extremely slender, I stood the more in need 
of assistance and protection. I was, hesiiU'S, y oung, 
inconsiderate, and so simple, as to sujipose the figure 
of an ugly man would always secure me from cen¬ 
sure on his account; neither did I ever dream of 
any man's a<ldreftses, until he made an actual de¬ 
claration of his love. 

Upon my return to Hath, I was again harassed 

by Jxml-, who came thither aeeompanied by 

my father, whom 1 was very glad to see, though lie 
importuned me to coiU{)ly with my husband’s desire, 
and for the future keep rueusiires with the world. 
This renion.stranee about living with niy lord, Avliieh 
lie constantly rep(*ated, was the only instance of liis 
unkiiulues,s which I ever fcjt. lJut all his admoni¬ 
tions were not of force sufficient to shake my resolu¬ 
tion in that j>arlieular; though tlie debate eontimu-d 
so late, that 1 told his lordship, it vv;is high time to 
retire, for 1 could not aeeonimodate lum with a 
bed. H(*then gave me to understand, that he would 
stay where he was; upon which luy father took his 
l<‘ave, on jiretence of looking out for a lodging for 
himself. 

The little genlleman being now left hVf'-d-/iVc 
willi me, began to discover some signs of appre- 
bension in lus looks; but, mustering up all Ins 
resolution, he wiml to the door, called up three of 
his servants, whom lu' jdaeed as sentinels ujum the 
stair, and flounced into my elhovv-ehair, where he 
resigned himself to rest, intending to go to b<‘d, 

1 tliougiit it was but just and decent that 1 should 
screen uiyselt from the intrusion of Ins footmen, 

ami with tliat view’ holted the door. Jjord-, 

hearing himself locked In, started up in the utmost 
terror and ccnsternatioii, kicked the door with his 
heel, and screamed aloud, as if he liad been m the 
hands of an assassin, ^ly father, who had not yet 
quitted the house, hearing these outcries, ran up 
stairs again, ami, coming through my hed-ehumher 
into the dining-room where we were, found im* 
almost suffocated vvitii laughter, ami his heroic son- 
in-law staring like one who had lost his wits, with 
his hair standing on end. 

"When my father asked the meaning of his ex¬ 
clamations, lie told him, Avith all the symptoms of 
di.sinay, tluit I had loeki-d him in, and he did not 
understand such usage. Hut I explained the whole 
mystery, by saying, J had holted the door, beeausi* 
1 did not like the eomjiany of his servants, and 
eimld not imagine the cause of his panic, unless he 
thouglit I designed Ui ravish him; an insult than 
which nothing was farther from my intention. 
My father himself could scarce refrain from laugh¬ 
ing at his ridiculous f<‘ar; hut, seeing him in gn'at 
confusion, took pity on his condition, and carried 
him oh’ to his own lodgings, after 1 had givvm iny 
word that 1 would not attenijit to e.seupe, but give 
him uiidiciiee next morning. 1 accordingly kept 
my promise, and found means to jiersuade them to 
leave me at niy own discretion. Next day I wan 
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tallied upon the stratagem I had contrived to 
frighten Lord —'—; and a thousand idle stories 
■were told about this adventure, >^111011 happened 
literally as I have related it. 

Erom Bath 1 betook myself to a small house near 
Lincoln, which I had hired of the d—of A— 
because a country life suited best with my income, 
■which was no more than four liundred pounds 
a-year, and that not well paid. I continued some 
months in this retirement, and saw no company, 

except Lord K-M-, who lived in the neigh- 

honrliood, and visite<I me twice ; till, finding myself 
indisposed, 1 was obliged to remove to London, and 
look lodgings in Maddox-street, wh(*reniy garrison 
was taken by storm by my lord and his steward, re- 

inforeed by i\Ir.L-V-, (who asin^ lord told 

me, had a siihsidy of five-and-twenty pounds before 
he would take tin* field,) and a eoujile of hardy 
footmen. '^I'liis formidable band ruslicd into my 
apartment, laid violent hands upon nK‘, dragged 
me down stairs without gloves or a cloak, and, 
thrusting me into a eoaeh that stood at the door, 
conveyed me to my lord’s lodgings in (ll(meester- 
street. 

lljxm this oeeasiou, his lordship courag(*<)usly 
drew his sword upon my woman, wlm aftemj^ted lo 
defend me from his insults, and, in all probability", 
would luive intimidated.him from proceeding; for 
he looked pale and agliast, his knees knocked 
tngi’ther. and he breathed thick and hard, with his 
nostrils dilated, as if he had seen a ghost ; hut he 
was encouraged hy his nuTcenary associate, who, 
for the five-and-twenty ])outuls, stood hy liim in the 
day of trouble, and spirited him on to this gallant 
enterprise. 

Jn consequence of this exploit, T was coopixl nj> 
in a paltry apartment in (iloueestev-street, where 1 
was close beset hy his lordship and his w'orthy 

steward Mr. 11-, with a set of servants that 

were tlie creatures of this fellow', of whom my lord 
himself stood iti aw('; .so that 1 could not lielp 
thinking myself in Newgate, among thieves and 
ruffians. 'Vo such a degree did my terror avail, 
that I aclnally believed 1 was in danger of being 
l«>isoned, and would not receive any sustenance, 
<‘xeepf from the hands of one luinnle.'.s looking 
fellow, a foreigner, who was my lord's valet-de- 
chambre. I w'ill not pretend to say my fiuirs were 

just; but such was my opinion of H-, that 1 

n(*ver doubted he would put me out of the way', 
if he thought my life interfered with his inten^st. 

On the second day of my imprisonment, J was 

visited by the duke of L -, a friend of my lord, 

who found me sitting upon a trunk, in a poor little 
dining-room tilled with lumher, and liglited with 
two hits of tallow candle, which had been left over¬ 
night. He perceived in my face a mixture of 
rag(*, indignation, terror, and despair. He com¬ 
passionated my gufferiugs, though he could not 
allevitite my distress, any other w’uy than by iiiter- 
etxiing with my tyrant to mitigate my o]>pressi()n. 
Nevertheless, T remained eleven days in this un¬ 
comfortable situation. 1 w'as watched like a criminal 
all day, and one of the servants walked from one 
room to another all night, in the nature of a patrole, 
while my lord, who lay in the chamber above me, 
got out of bed and tripped to the window', at the 
sound of every eoaeh that chanced to pass througli 

tlic street. 11-, who was consummate in the arts 

of a syeoplumt, began to court my favour, by con¬ 
doling my affliction, and assuring me, that the only 


method by ■which I could regain my liberty, was a 
cheerful compliance with the humour of my lord. 
1 was fully convinced of the truth of this obseiwa- 
tion; and, though my temper is aittjgether averse to 
dissimulation, attempted to afiect an air of serenity 
and resignation. Hut this disguise, 1 tbuiid, wtuild 
not answer iny purpose; and tliercfore 1 Jjud 
recourse to the assislanee of my maid, who was 
permitted to attend me in my confinement. With 
her 1 frequently consulted about the means of 
aceomjdishiiig my escape. In consequence of our 
deliberations, she directed a coach and six to he 
ready at a certain jiart of the town, and to wait for 
no three days in tlie same place, in case I could 
lot come before the expiration of that term. 

This jirevious measure being tak<-n according to 
my instructions, the next necessary stej> was to 
‘hide the vigilance of my guard: and in this 
iiauner did J elfectuate iny purpose. Being by 
his time iiidulg<*d in tlie liberty of going out in 
he eoaeh for the benefit of the air, attended by 
'WO footmen, who had orders to watch all my 
notions, 1 ma{le use of this pruilegeone forenoon, 

when Lord-expected some eonqiany to dinner, 

and ha<le the coachman drhe to the lodgings of a 
man who wrote with his mouth, intending to give 
my s])ies the slij), on jireteuee of seeing this 
curioMity ; hut they were too alert in their duty to 
he thus outwitted, and followed me up stairs into 
the very apartment. 

Disappointed in this hope, I resolved another 
scheme, which was attended with sneeess. 1 bouglit 
lome olives at an oil-sliop; and, telling the servants 
1 would proceed to St.dames’s gate, and take a 
turn iu the park, broke one of the bottles by the 
way, complained of the misfortune when 1 was set 
down, and desired my coach might be cleaned 
before my return. While my attendants were 
.‘injiioyed in tliis office, T tripped acros.s the parade 
to tlio Horse-guards, and chanced to meet with an 
K*(|ualntaiice iu the jiark, who said, he saw by my 
countenance that 1 was upon some expedition. I 
»wne«l Ins suspicion was just; but, as 1 had not 
time to relate jiartieulars, I (|uiekened my pace, and 
took possession of a haekney-eoaeh, in which I 
proceeded to the vehicle 1 had appointed to be iu 
waiting. 

While t thus compassed my escape, there was 
nothing hut perplexity and confusion at home; 
dinner w'as delayed till six o’clock ; my lord ran 
half the town over in (juest of his eijuipage, which 
at last returned, with an account of my elopement. 
l\ry maid,was brought to tluMjuestion.aiul grievously 
threatened; hut, like all the women 1 ever had, 
remained unsliaken in her fidelity. In the mean 
tune, 1 travelled night and day towards my retreat 
in IdiK’olnshire, of w liicli his lordshi]) had not as yet 
got the least intelligence; and as my coachman was 
but an inexperienced dri\er, I was obliged to make 
use of my own skill in that exercise, and direct his 
endeavours the whole way, without venturing to 
go to bed, or take the least rt'pose, until 1 reached 
my own habitation. Tliere I lived in peace and 
tramjuillity for the space of six w eeks, when I was 
alarmed by one of my lord’s myrmidons, who came 
into the neighbourhood, blustering and swearing 
that he would caiTy" me off either dead or alive. 

It is not to be supposed that I was perfectly* easy 
when I was made acquainted with his purpose and 
declaration, as my whole family consisted of no 
more than a couple of w'omer and one footmau 
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However, I summoned up my courage, wliich had 
been often tried, and never forsook me in the day 
of danger; and sent him word, that, if ever he 
should presume to approach my house, I would 
order him to he shot without ceremony. The 
fellow did not choose to put me to the trial, and 
returned to town without his errand. But as the 
place of my abode was now discovered, I laid my 
account with having a visit from his employer. I 
therefore planted si)ies upon the road, with a promise 
of reward to him who should bring me tlie first 
intelligence of his lordship’s approach. 

Accordingly, I was one morning apprised of his 
coming, and, mounting horse immediately, with 
woman and valet, away we rode, in defiance of 
Winter. In two days I traversed the wilds of 
Lincolnshire and hundreds of Essex, crossed the 
river at I'ilbury, breakfasted at (lhatham, by tlio 
help of a guide and moonlight arrived at Dover the 
same evening, embarked for Calais, in wliieh place 
I found myself next day at two o’clock in the 
afternoon; and being heartily tired with my journey, 
betook myself to rest. My maid, who was not able 
to travel with such expedition, followed me at an 
easier pace ; and the footman was so astonished at 
my perseverance, that he could not help asking me 
upon the road, if over I was weary in my life? 
Certain it is, my spirits and resolution have enabled 
me to undergo fatigues that are almost incredible. 
From Csvluis I went to Brussels, where 1 again set 
up my rest in private lodgings ; was again perfectly 
W'ell received by the fashionable people of that 
place ; and, b^ the interest of my friends, obtained 
the queen of Hungary’s protection against the 
persecution of my husband, while 1 should reside 
m the Austrian Netherlands. 

I'hus secured, I lived uncensured, conversing 
with the English company, with which this city 
was crowded ; but spent the most agreeable part of 
my time with the Countess of Calemberg, in whose 
house I generally dined and supped. And I also 
contracted an intimacy with the princess of Cbomay, 
who was a great favourite with Madam d’llurrach, 
the governor’s lady. 

1 hud not been long in this happy situation, 

when I w’as disturhed by the arrival of Lord- 

who demanded me of the governor; but finding 
mo sheltered from his power, he set out for 
Vienna; and, in eonse<]iioiiee of his representations, 

strengthened with the Dulte of N-’s name, my 

protection was withdrawn. But, before this appli¬ 
cation, he had gone to the camp, and addressed 
himself to my Lord Stair, who was my particular 
friend and ally by my first marriage, desiring he 
would compel me to return to his house. Ills lord¬ 
ship told him, that I was in no shape subject to his 
command; hut invited him to dinner, with a vii'w 
of diverting himself and company at the expense 
of his guest. In the evening, he was plied \vith so 
many bumpers to my health, that he became in¬ 
toxicated, and extremely obstreperous, insisted 
upon seeing Lord Stair after he was rctin‘d to rest, 

and quarrelled with Lord I)-, who being a tall, 

large, raw-boned Scotchman, could have swallowed 
him at one mouthful; but he thought he might 
venture to challenge him, in hopes of being put 
under arrest by the general. Though lie reckoned 
without his host; Lord Stair knew hia disposition, 
and, in order to punish his jircsuinption, winked at 
the affair. The challenger, finding himself mis¬ 
taken in his conjecture, got up early in the morning, 


and wont off post for Vienna. And Lord Stair 
desired a certain man of quality to make me a 
visit, and give me an account of his behaviour. 

Being now deprived of my protection and pin- 
money, which my generous husband would no 
longer pay, 1 was reduced to great difficulty and 
distress. The Duchess d’Aremberg, Lord G- 
and many other persons of distinction, interceded 
in my behalf witli his Majesty, who was then 
abroad; but he refused to interpose between man 
and wife. The Countess of Calemberg wrote a 
letter to my father, in which she represented my 
uncomfortable situation, and undertook to answer 
for my conduct, in case ho would allow me a small 
annuity, on which I could live indei)Ondent of 

Lord-, who by all accounts was a wretch with 

whom I could never enjoy the least happiness or 
quiet, otherwise she would he the first to advise 
me to an accommodation. She gave him to under¬ 
stand, that her character was neither doubtful nor 
obscure; and that, if iny conduct there had noi 
been irreproachable, she should not have taken me 
under her protection. That, as I proposed to hoard 
in a convent, a small sum would answer my occa¬ 
sions ; but, if that should be denied, 1 would actually 
go to service, or take some other desperate step, to 
avoid tlie man who was my bane and aversion. 

To this kind rcmon.strancc my father answered 
that his fortune w’ould not allow him to assist me ; 
he had now a young family ; and that I ought, at 
all events, to return to my husband. By this time, 
such was the extremity of my eireumstanees, that 
I was forced to pawn my clothes, and every trifling 
trinket in my jiossessiou, and even to descend so 

far as to solicit Mr. S-for a loan of fifty pounds, 

wliieh he refused. 

Thus was I deserted in my distress by two per¬ 
sons, to whom, in llie season of my aflluence, my 
purse had been always open. Nothing so effectually 
subdues a spirit unused to sup])licate, as want. 
K<q)ulsed in this manner, 1 had reeotirse to Lord 

B-, who was also, it seems, unable to relieve 

ny necessities, ’rius mortification J deserved at 
his hands, though he had once put il in my powei* 
to he above all sueh paltry applications; and 1 
should not have been eompi'lled to the disagreeable 
task of troubling niy friends, had not 1 voluntarily 
resigned what lie formerly gave me. As to the 
other gentleman to whom 1 adilressed myself on 
this occasion, I think he might have shown more 
regard to my situation, not only for the reasons 
already mentioned, hut because he knew me too 
w'ell to he ignorant of w'hat 1 must have suffered 
in condescending to make such a reejuost. 

Several officers, who guessed my adversity, 
generously oftereil to supply me with mcney: hut 
1 could not bring myself to make use of their 
friendship, or cvini to own my distress, except to 
one person, of wliom I borrowed a small sum. To 
crown my misfortunes, 1 was taken very ill, at a 
time when there was no other way of avoiding the 
clutches of my persecutor hut by a preeijiitate 
flight. In this emergency, I applied to a worthy 
gentleman of Brussels, a very good friend of mine, 
but no lover. I say no lover, because every man 
is supposed to act in that capacity who befriends a 
young woman in distress, n'his generous Fleming 
set out with me in the night from Brussels, and 
conducted me to the frontiers of France. Being 
very much indisposed both in mind and body when 
1 W’as obliged to undertake this expedition, 1 should 
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m all probability have sunk under the fatigue of 
travelling, had not my spirits been kept up by the 
conversation of my companion, -who was a man of 
business and consequence, and undertook to manage 
my affairs in such a manner as would enable me 
to re-establish my residence in the place 1 had left. 
He was young and active, attended me with the 
utmost care and assiduity, and left nothing undone 
which he thought would contribute to my ease and 
satisfaction. ] believe his friendship for me was a 
little tinctured with another passion ; but he was 
married, and lived very well with his wife, who 
was also my friend; so that he knew ] would never 
think of him in the light of a lover. 

Ul>on our arrival at Valenciennes, he accomo¬ 
dated me with a little money, for a little was all I 
would take, and returned to his own city, after we 
had settled a correspondence by letters. I w'as de¬ 
tained a day or two in this jdace by my indisposition, 
which increased; but, nevertheless, proceeded to 
Paris, to make interest for a protection from the 
King of Prance, which that monarch graciously 
accorded me, in three days after my first applica¬ 
tion ; and liis minister sent orders to all tlie go¬ 
vernors and intendunts of the province towns, to 

protect me against the efforts of Lord-, in 

whatever place I sliould choose to reside. 

Having returned my thanks at Versailles for 
this favour, and tarried u few days at J^aris, which 
was a place altogether unsuitable to the low chh ol‘ 
my fortune, I repaired to Jwisle, where 1 intended 
to fix my habitutiDii; and there my disorder re¬ 
curred with such violence, that I was obliged to 
send for a jihysician, who seemed to have been a 
disciple of Sangrado; for he scarce left a drop of 
bloml in my body, and yet 1 found myself never a 
whit the better. Indeed, I was so much exhausted 
hy these evacuations, and my constitution so much 
impaired hy fatigue and poriurhation of mind, that 
I liad no other hope of recovering hut that of 
reaching England, and jmtting myself under the 
direction of a physician, on whose ability I could 
depend. 

Willi this doubtful ])rosj)ect, therefore, T deter¬ 
mined to attempt u return to my native air, and 
actually dej)arted from J^isle, in such a melancholy 
I'Tifeebled condition, that I had almost fainted when 
1 was put into (he coach. But before I resolved 
upon this journey, I was reduced to the utmost 
exigence of fortune, so that I could scarce afford 
to buy j)rovisions, had it he(*n in my power to eat, 
and should not have been able to defray my 
travelling expenses, had 1 not been generously be¬ 
friended by Lord K- M-, who, 1 am sure, 

would have done anything for my ease and accom¬ 
modation, though he has unjustly incurred the 
imputation of being jiarsiraonious, and I had no 
reason to expect any such favour at his hands. 

In this deplorable state of health I was conveyed 
to Calais, lieing all the w'ay, as it were, in the arms 
of deatli, without having swallowed the least suste¬ 
nance on the road. So much was my indisposition 
augmented by the iatigue of the journey, that I 
swooned when I was brought into tlie inn, and had 
alm( St expired before 1 could receive the least 
assistance or advice. However, my spirits were, 
a little revived by some bread and wine, which I 
took at the persuasion of a French surgeon, who, 
chancing to pass by the door, was called up to my 
relief Having sent my servant to Brussels, to take 
oarc of my clothes, 1 embarked in the packet boat, 


and hy the time we arrived at Hover was almost 
in extremity. 

Here I found a return coach, in which I was 
carried to London, and was put to bed at the house 
we put up at, more dead than alive. The people 
of the inn sent for an apothecary, who administered 
some cordial that recalled me to life; and, when I 
recovered the use of speech, I told him who I was, 

and desirend him to wait upon Dr. IS-, and iii- 

foim him of my situation, A young girl, who was 
niece to the landlord's wife, seeing me unattended, 
made a tender of her service to me, and I accepted 
the offer, as well us of a lodging in the apothecary’s 
house, to which I was conveyed as soon as my 
strength would admit of my removal. 'I'herc I 
was visited by my physician, who was shocked to 
find me in such a dangerous condition. However, 
having considered my case, he perceived that my 
indisposition proceeded from the calamities I had 
undergone, and encouraged me with the hope of a 
speedy cure, provided 1 eould be kept easy and 
undisturbed, 

] was accordingly attended with all imaginable 
care; my lord’s name being never mentioned in 
my hearing, because I considered him as the fatal 
source of all my misfortunes; and in a month 1 re¬ 
covered my health, hy the great skill and tenderness 
of my doctor, who now finding me strong enough 
to encounter fresh troubles, endeavoured to per¬ 
suade me, tliat it would be my wisest step to return 
to my husband, whom at that time he had often 
occasion to see. But I rejected his proposal, eom- 
nienced a new law-suit for separation, and took a 
small house in St. dames's-square. 

About this time* my woman returned from Brus¬ 
sels, hut without my clothes, which v-ere detained 
on account of the money ] owed in that place ; and, 
asking her dismission from my seivice, set u]> shoji 
for herself. I had not lived many weeks in my new 
habitation, when my jirosecutor renewed his at¬ 
tempts to make himself master of my person ; hut 
1 liad learned from experience to redouble my vi 
gilance, and he vas frustrated in all his endeavours. 
I was again happy in (he conversation of my former 
acquaintance, and visited hy a great number of 
gentlemen, mostly persons of probity and sense, 
who cultivated my friendship, without any otlier 
motive of attachment. Not that I was unsolicited on 
the article of love. That was a theme on which I 
never wanted orators; and could I have j^revuiled 
upon myself to profit hy the advances that were 
made, I might have managed ni}' opportunities so 
as to have set fortune at defiance ibr the future. 
But 1 was none of these economists, who can sacri¬ 
fice their hearts to interested considerations. 

One evening, while 1 was conversing with three 
or four of my friends, my law} er came in, and told 
me he had something of consequence to impart: 
upon which all the gentlemen hut one went away. 
Then he gave me to understand, that my suit would 
immediately come to trial; and, though he hoped 
the best, the issue was uncertain. That, if it should 
be given agaist me, the decision would inspire my 
lord with fresh spirits to disturb my peace; and 
therefore it would he convenient ibr me to retire, 
until the affair should he brought to a determination. 

I w'as very much disconcerted at this intelligcuee ; 
and the gentleman who staid perceiving my con¬ 
cern, asked what I intended to do, or if he could 
serve me in any shape, and desired to know whither 
I proposed to retreat? 1 affected to laugh, and 



THE ABVENTUBES OE 


»30 

answered, ** To a garret, I believe.” To this over¬ 
strained reasoning he replied, that if I should, his 
friendship and regard would find the way to ray 
apartment; and I had no reason to doubt the since¬ 
rity (»f his declaration. We consulted about the 
measures X should take, and I determined to remove 
into the country, where 1 was soon favoured with 
a letter from him, wlterein he expressed the infinite 
pleasure he had in being able to assure tne that iny 
suit had been successful, and that I might appear 
again with great safety. 

Accordingly I returned to town in his coach 5ind 
six, which he had sent for my convenieiiee, and 
the same evening went with him to the masquerade, 
where we passed the night very agreeably, Ins 
spirits, as well as mine, being elevated to a joyous 
pitch 1)^ the happy event of my process. 'I'his gen¬ 
tleman was a person of great honour, wortli, and 
good nature; he loved me extriMUel}, hut di<l not 
can* that 1 should know the extent of bis. ])assion. 
On tlie contrary, he endeavoured to persuade me, 
he had laid it clown as a maxim, that no woman 
should ever have jiower cnongh over liis iieart, to 
give him the least pain or dis<)uieL Xu short, he 
had made a progreess in my affection, and to his 
generosity was 1 indebted for my sulisistence two 
whole years; during which, he was coiitinnally pro- 
fi'ssiug this philosophic indifference, while, at the 
game time, he was giving me daily as.suraii<*e.s of 
liis friendship and esteem, and treated me witli in- 
ressant marks of the most [lassionute love : so that 
J Concluded his intention was cold, thougli his tem¬ 
per w'lis warm. (Considering myself as au eneum* 
brauee upon his fortune, I redoubled my endeavours 
to obtain a s(‘parate maintenance from my lord, and 
removed from St. James’s scjiiare to lodgings at 
Kensington, where X had not long enjoyed luyscdf 
in trau([uillity, before I was intcrruptecl by a very 
unexpected visit. 

While 1 waK busy one day dressing in my dining¬ 
room, I found hifl lordship atm> elbow before 1 was 
aware of his approach, although his coach was at tlie 
dm>r, and the house already in the possession of his 
servants. He accosted me in the UhunI style, as if 
we had parted the night before; and I answered 
him witli uii appearance of the same earele.ss fiinii- 
liarity, desiring liim to sit dowm, while T retreated 
to my ciiamher, locked the door, and fairly went to 
he<l, being perhaps the first woman who went 
thither for protection from the insults of a man. 
Here then I immuml ni}.self with my faithful Abi¬ 
gail. ]\Iy lord finding me secured, knocked at the 
door, ami through the key-hole begged to be ad¬ 
mitted, assuring me that all he wanted was a con- 
fereiKu*. X desired to be excused, thougli 1 believed 
liis assurance ; but X had no inclination to converse 
with him, because X knew from cxj)erienee the 
nature of his conversation, which was so disugree- 
ahle and tormenting, tliat X w'ould have exchanged 
it at any time for a good beating, and thought my¬ 
self a gainer by the bargain. However, he jier- 
sisted in his importunities to such a degree, that I 
assented to his ])rop(>sal, on condition that the Duke 

ofL-should be present at the interview; and 

he immediately sent a mcbsagc for his grace, while 
1 in peace ate my breakfast, conveyed in a basket, 
whicli was hoisted up to the window of iny bed¬ 
chamber. 

The duke was so kind as to come at my lord's 
request, and, before X would open the door, gave 
lilt* his word, that I should be protected 'from all 


violence and compulsion. Thus assured, they were 
permitted to enter.. My little gentleman, sitting 
down by my bed-side, began to repeat the old 
hackneyed arguments lie had formerly used, with 
a view of inducing me to live with him ; and 1, on 
my side, repeated iny former objections, or pre¬ 
tended to listen to his representations, while iny 
imagination wa.s emjdoyed in contriving the ineaiis 
of clfecting an escajic, as the duke easily perceived 
by my eountenunee. 

Eiuding all his remonstrances ineffectual, he 
(juitted the chamber, and left his cause to the elo¬ 
quence of his grace, Avho sat with me a whole iialf 
hour, without ex<‘rting himself much in behalf of 
his client, because he knew 1 was altogether obsti¬ 
nate and determined on that score; but joked u|K)n 
the behaviour of his lordship, who, though jealous 
of most people, had left him alone willi me in iny 
bed-eliamher, observing, that he must either have 
great confidence in his virtue, or u very bad opinion 
of bim otherwise. In short, 1 found means to defer 
the categorical answer till next day, and invited 
the duke and his lordsliip to dme witli me to-mor¬ 
row. My wise yoke-fellow .seemed to doubt the 
sineeiify of tliis invitation, and was very mueh dis- 
j)osed to keep pos.scssion of inv house. Hut, by the 
persuasion of ins grace, and the ailvice of II—n, 
who wa.s his chief counsellor and back, he was pre¬ 
vailed ujiun to take my word, and for iho jiresent 
left me. 

'J'hcy wen* no sooner retired, than X rose witli 
great expedition, ])aeke(l np mj clotlies, and took 
shelter in ICssi'x for the liiM time. Next day, my 
lord and his violile friend came to dinner, according 
to ujipointment; and being informed of my escajxi 
by my woman, ^bom 1 had left, m the house, his 
hmlship discovered sonic signs of discontent, and 
insisted upon seeing my papers; upon which my 
miu<i produced a parcel of' bills wliich I owed to 
different people, fiotw ithstanding this disapjioint- 
ment, he sat down to what was provided for dinner, 
and w ith great deliberation ate up a leg of lamb, the 
best part of a fowl, and something else, which I do 
not now nuiiember; and tlien very jicaceably went 
away, giving my maid an o])[)()i'tunity of following 
me to the ])lace of niy retreat. 

Aly intention was to have songlit refuge, as 
formerly, in aiiothc'V 0 (»untry ; but 1 was prevented 
from jmirmg my design in exeention by a fit of 
illness, during whieii I was visited by my })h\.sjciaii 
and some of iny own relations, jiartleularly a distant 
cousin of mine, wliom my lord had engaged m his 
interests, by promising to recoinpenst* her amply, 
if she eould persuade me to eomjdy w'itU hi.s desire. 
In this offiee sh<- was assisted by the doctor, who 
was my friend, and a man of sense, for whom 1 have 
the most perfect esteem, though he and I have 
often differed in point of opinion, in a word, 1 was 
exposi'd to the ineessant importunities of all my 
aeipiaintance, whieli, added to the desperate cir- 
eunistance.s of my fortune, oomijelled me to embrace 
the t<?rms that were offered, and I again returned 
to the domestic duties of a wife. 

1 was conducU'd to my lord's house by an old 
friend of mine, u gentleman turm'd of fifty, of ad¬ 
mirable parts and understanding; be was a ])leas- 
iiig companion, cheerful and Iiunianc, and hud 
aoipiired a great share of iny esteem and respect. 
In a word, his advice ha<l great weight in my deli 
berations, heeausc it seemed to be the result of 
experienee and disinterested friendship. Without 
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all doubt, he had an unfeigned concern for my 
welfare; but, being an admirable politieian, his 
scheme was to make my interest coincide with his 
own inclinations; for I had, unwittingly, made an 
innovation upon his heart; and as he thought 1 
should hardly favour his passion while I was at 
liberty to converse with the rest of my admirers, 
he counselled me to surrender that freedom, well 
knowing that my lord would be easily persuaded 
to banish all his rivals from the house; in which 
case, he did not doubt of his being able to insinuate 
himself into iny affections; because he laid it down 
as an eternal truth, that, if any two persons of dif¬ 
ferent s<*xcs were obliged to live together in a desert, 
where they would be excluded from all other 
Innnan intercourse, they would naturally and iu- 
cvitably etmtract an inclination for each other. 

How just this hypothesis might be, I leave to the 
determination of the curious; though, if I may he 
allowed to judge from my own disposition, a couj)le 
so situated would be ajU to imbibe mutual disgusts 
from the nature and necessity of their union, unl(‘ss 
their association was at first the effect of reciprocal 
affection and esteem. He this as it w'ill, I honour 
the gentleman for his j)lan. which w'as ingeniously 
contrived, and artfully conducted; but 1 happened 
to iiave too much address for him in the sequel, 
cuuniug as he was, though at first 1 did not per¬ 
ceive lus drift; and his lordship was much less 
likely to comprehend his meaning. 

Immediately after this new accommodation. I 
was carried to a country house belonging to my 
lord, and was simple enough to venture myself, 
unattended by any servant on whose integrity I 
(*ould (leiiend, in the hands of liis lordship, and 

II-, whose villainy 1 alw'ays dreaded; though, 

at this time, my apprehensions were considerably 
increased, by recollecting, that it was not his in¬ 
terest to let me live in the house, lest his conduct 
should he impured into ; and by ren.emhering that 
the very house to which we were going had been 
twice Imrntdown in a very sliort space of time, not 
without sii'^picion of his having been the incendiary, 
on account of some box of writings which was lost 
in the conflagration, 'J'ruc it is, this imputation 
was never made good; and, jierliaps, he was alto¬ 
gether innocent of the charge, which nevertheless 
aff'ected my spirits in such a manner, as rendered 
me the most miserable of all mortals. In this 
terror did I remain, till my consternation was 

awakened by the arrival of Mr. I>-, a good- 

natured worthy man, whom my lord had invite<l to 
liis house, and I thought would not see me ill used. 

In a few weeks we vere joined by i)r. S- and 

his lady, who visited us according to their promise; 
and it was resolved that we should set out for Tun¬ 
bridge, on a party of pleasure, and at our return 
examine 11-’s accounts. 

This last part of our sch(*mc was not at all re- 
lislied by our worthy steward, who therefore deter¬ 
mined to owrtum our whole plan, and succeeded 
accordingly. My lord, all of a sudden, declared 
himself against the jaunt wo had projected, and 
insisted upon my staying at home, without assign¬ 
ing any reason for this percmiitory behaviour; his 
countenance being cloudy, and, for the space of 
three days, he did not open his mouth. 

At last, he one niglit entered my bed-chamber, 
to which he now had free access, with his sword 
under his arm, and, if I remember aright, it was 
ready drawn. I could not help taking notice of 


this alarming circumstance, which shocked me the 
more, as it happened immediately after a gloomy 
fit of discontent. However, I seemed to overlook 
the incident, and, dismissing my maid, went to bed; 
because 1 was ashamed to acknowledge, even to 
my own heart, any dread of a person whom I 
desjused so much. However, the strength of my 
constitution was not equal to the fortitude of my 
mind. I was taken ill, and the servants were 
obliged to be called up ; while my lord himself, ter¬ 
rified at my situation, run up stairs to Mrs, S-, 

who was in bed, told her, with evident perturba¬ 
tion of spirits, that I was very much indisposed, 
and said, he believed I was fifightened by his enter¬ 
ing my chamber with his sword in hand. ~ 

This lady was so startled at his information, that 
she ran into my apartment half naked, and as she 
went down stairs, asked what reason could induce 
him to have carried his sword with him? Upon 
which he gave her to understand, that his intention 
was'to kill the huts. I believe and hope he had no 
other design than that of intimidating me; hutwhen 
the affair happened, I was of u different opinion. 

Mrs. S-, having put on her clothes, sat up all 

niglit by my bed-side, and was so good as to assure me 
that she would not leave me until 1 should be safely 
delivered from the apprehensions that surrounded 
me in this house, to wlii(.h she and the doctor hud 
be(‘n the jirineipal cause of my coming; for my 
lord had haunted and importuned them incessanily 
on this subject, protesting tliat he loved me vitli 
the most inviolable affection; and all he de.sirod 
was, tlmtl would sit at his table, manage his family 
and share his fovtuue. By tliese professions, uttere^l 
with an air of honesty and good-nature, he hud im 
posed himself upon them for the Ix'st temiiered 
creature upon earth; and they used all then* in¬ 
fluence with me to take him into favour, 'j'his 
hath been the case ^^ith a gri^at many iieojile, nlio 
had but a superficial knowledge of his disi»osition ; 
but, ill the course of their acquaintance, iliey ha\e 
never failed to discern and ackuowiedge their mis 
take. 

The doctor, or. his return from Tunbridge, to 
which place he had made a trij) by himself, found 
me ill a-bed, and the v hole famil} in confusion. 
Surprised and coneerned at this disorder, he en¬ 
tered into expostulation w'itli my lord, who owned, 
that the cause of his displeasure and disejuiet was no 

other than jealousy, il-'*had informed Idni, 

that I had been .seen to walk out uitli Mr. Bal— 
in a moruing; and that our correspondence had 
been observed, w’ith many additional circumstances, 
which were absolutely false and groundless. This 
imjmtatioii was no sooner understood, than it wr.s 
resolved that the accuser should be examined in 
presence of us ail. He accordingly appeared, ex¬ 
ceedingly drunk, though it w'as morning, and re¬ 
peated the artic'les of the charge, as an infVrinatiou 
he had received from a man who came ^Vom town 
to hang the hells, and was long ago returned to 
London. 

This was an instance of his cuiming and address, 
which did not forsake him even in his hours of in¬ 
toxication. Had he fixed the calumny on any one 
of the servants, he would have been confronted and 
detected in his falsehood. Nevertheless, though he 
could not l>e legally convicted, it plainly appeared 
that he was the author of this defamation, which 
incensed Mr. Bal— to such a degree, that he could 
scarce be withheld from pimishing him on the spot. 
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by manual cliastisement. However, he was pre¬ 
vailed upon to abstain from such immediate vcn- 
f^eance, as a step unworthy of his character; and 
the affair was brought to this issue, that his lord- 

ship should either part with me or Mr. II-; for 

I was fully determined against living under the 
saint? roof with such an incendiary 

This alternative being proposed, my lord dis¬ 
missed his steward, and wc returned to town with 

the doctor, and Mrs. S-; for I had imbibed such 

horror and aversion for this country-seat, though 
one of the pleasantest in England, that I could not 
near to live in it. We therefore removed to a house 
In Bond-street, where, according to the advice of 
my friends, I exerted my whole power and com¬ 
plaisance in endeavours to keep my husband in 
!?ood humour, but was so unsueeeasful in my at¬ 
tempts, that, if ever he was worse tempered, more 
capricious, or intolerable, at one time tliaii at an- 
Dther, this was the season in which his ill humour 
predominated in the most rancorous degree. I w^as 
ieurce ever permitted to stir abroad, saw nobody 
it home, but my old male friend, wdiom 1 have 
neutioned above; and the doctor, with his lady, 
Toiu whose conversation, also, 1 was at last excluded. 

Nevertheless, 1 contrived to steal a meeting now 
m<l then with my lute benefactor, for whom 1 en- 
ertuined u great share of affection, exclusive of 
that gratitude that was due to his generosity. It 
was not Ids fault that I eomi)romifierl matters with 
my lord; for he was as free of his purse as I was 
anw’illing to use it. It would, therefore, have heen 
iiufriendly, unkind, and ungrateful in me, now that 
[ was in affluence, to avoid all intercourse with a 
man who had supported me in adversity. I think 
people cannot be too shy and scrupulous in receiv- 
ng favours; but once they are conferred, they 
>Light never to forget the obligation. And I was 
never more concerned at any incident of my life, 
;han at hearing that this gentleman did not receive 
i letter, in which I acknowledged the last proof of 
Ids friendship and liberality which 1 had occasion 
,0 use, because I have since learned that he sus¬ 
pected me of neglect. 

But, to return to my situation in Bond-street. 1 
pore it as well as I could for the bi»a('e of three 
nonths, during which I lived in the midst of spies, 
vliO were enijdoyed to watch my conduct, and 
indorw'cnt every mortitication that malice, power, 
ind folly could inflict. Nay, so ridiculous, so un- 
'easonable was my tyrant in his spleen, that he 
ieclared he would even be jealous of Ileydigger, 
f there was no other man to incur liis suspicion, 
tic exjiected that I should sjiend my whole time 
ivith him UHe-u~ivic; when 1 sacrificed my enjoy¬ 
ment to these comfortable parties, he never failed 
,0 lay hold on some innocent expression of mine, 
which he made the foundation of a quarrel; and, 
when I strove to avoid these disagreeable misinter¬ 
pretations by reading or writing, he incessantly 
.eased and tormented me with the imputation of 
peing peevish, sullen, and reserved. 

Harassed by this insufferable behaviour, I com- 

Biunicated my ense to Dr. S- and his lady, 

intimating that 1 neither could nor would expose 
oiyseff any longer to such usage. The doctor 
sxhorted me to bear my fate with patience; and 

Mrs. S- was silent on the subject; so that 1 

itiU hesitated between staying and going, when the 
doctor, being one night at supper, happened to 
have some words with my lord, who was so vio¬ 


lently transported with passion, that I was actoall; 
afraid of going to bed wdth him; and next morning 

( when he awaked, there was such an expression o 
frantic wildness in his countenance, that limaginet 
he was actually distracted. 

This alarming circumstance confirmed me in my 
resolution of decamping; and I accordingly moved 
my quarters to a house in Saekville-street, where I 
Inal lodged when T was a widow. From thence I 

sent a message to the Duke of Ij -, desiring he 

would make my lord acquainted with the place of 
niy abode, my reasons for removing, and my in¬ 
tention to defend myself against all his attempts. 
The first night of this separation I went to bed by 
myself with as much pleasure as a man would feel 
in going to bed to his mistress whom he had long 
solicited in vain, so rejoiced was 1 to be delivered 
from my obnoxious bedfellow I 

Erom these lodgings 1 soon moved to Brook- 
street, where 1 had not long enjoyed the sweets of 
niy escape, when 1 was imjiortuned to return, by a 
new steward whom my lord had engaged in the 
room of Jl—n. This gentleman, who bore a very 
fair eharaeter, made such Judicious representations, 
and behaved so candidly in the discharge of his 
function, that I agreed he. should act us umpire in 
the difference hetwixt us, and once more a recon¬ 
ciliation w'as effected, though his lordship began to 
be dissatisfied even before the execution of our 
agreement; in consequence of w’hieh he attended 
me to Bath, whither 1 went for the benefit of my 
health, which was not a little impaired. 

'riiis accommodation had a Kurjirising effect upon 
my lover, who, notw-ithstanding his repeated de¬ 
clarations, that no woman should ever gain such 
an ascendancy over his heart as to be able to give 
him pain, suffered all the agonies of disaiipointed 
love, wluui he now found himself deprived of the 
opportunities of seeing me, and behaved very dif¬ 
ferently from what he hud imagined he should. 
Ills words and actions wer<‘ desperate: one of his 
expressions to me was, “ It wuis like twisting my 
lieart-stririgfi, and tearing it out of my body.” In¬ 
deed, 1 never should have acted tliis part had I 
foreseen what he would have suffered; but J pro¬ 
test 1 believed him when he said otherwise so 
much, that his declaration on that subject was the 
occasion of my giving him nj); and it was now too 
late to retract. 

In our expedition to Bath, 1 was accompanied by 
a very agreeable young lady', witli Mhoni I passed 
my time very hapiiily, amid the diversiims of the 
place, which screened me, in a good measure, from 
the vexatious society of my hopeful partner. From 
this place we repaired to his seat iu the country, 
where we 8])ent a few months, and thence returned 
again to our house in Bond-street, Here, while 1 
was confined to my bed by illness, it was supposed 
my indisposition was no other than a private lying- 
in, though 1 was under the roof with my lord, and 
attended by his servants. 

While the distemper continued, my lord (to do 
him justice) behaved with all imaginable tender¬ 
ness and care; and his concern on these occasions 
lliave already mentioned as a strange inconsistency 
in his disposition. If Ids actions were at all 
accountable, I should think he took pains to fret 
me into a fever first, in order to manifest Ids love 
and humanity afterwards. When 1 recovered my 
strength and spirits, I went abroad, saw company, 
and should have been easy, had be been contented; 
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hnt as my satisfaction increased, his good humour 
decayed, and he banished from his house, one hy 
one, all the people wlxosc conversation could have 
made my life agreeable. 

I often expostulated with him on his malignant 
behaviour, protesting my desire of living peneeably 
■witli him, and begging he -would not lay me under 
the necessity of changing my measures, lie -was 
deaf to airmy remonstrances, tliough T warned liim 
more tlnm once of the event, j>ersisted in his 
maxims of persecution; and, after repeated quar¬ 
rels, 1 again left his house fully dijtormined to 
sullcr all sorts of extremity, rather than subject 
myself to the tyranny of his disposition. 

'Phis year was productive of one fatal event, 
which 1 felt -with the utmost sensibility of sorrow, 
and 1 shall always remember with regret—I mean 
the death of Mr. B- , with whom T had con¬ 

stantly maintained an intimate correspondence 
since the first commeneement of our acquaintance, 
lie was one of tlie most valual)Ie men, and pro¬ 
mised to be one of tlu* brightest ornaments that 
this or any otlier age had produced. 1 enjoyed his 
friendship without reserve; and such w'as the con- 
fi<U‘iice he rejjosed in my integrity, from long 
experience of iny truth, that ho often said ho would 
believe my bare assertion, even though it should 
c(»ntradiet the evidenee of his own senses. These 
being the terms U])on -which -\<’e lived, it is not to 
be supposed tliat J bore tlu* loss of him without 
repining. Indeed, my grief was unspeakable; 
and though the edge of it bo now smoothed by the | 
lenient liand of time, I shall never cease to cherish 
bis memory with llie most tender remembrance. 

During the last period of my living with my lord, 

I had agreed to the cx]H*(lieney of obtaining au act 1 
of parliament, wliicli w’ould enable him to ))ay Ills 
debts; on which occasion then* was a neceshiiy of 
eancelliug a deed that subsisted between us, re¬ 
lating to a s<‘parate maintenance, to which, on 
certain provisions, 1 was entitled; and this was to 
be set aside, so far as it interfered with the above- 
mentioned selieine, wliile the rest of it should re¬ 
main ill force. \Vlu*n tins affair was about to bo 
transacted, my bird ver^ gc‘nerously insisted upon 
111 } eoiieurrence in annulling the whole settlement; 
and, when 1 refused to comply with this demand, 
because this w'as the sole resource I had against his 
ill usage, be would not proceed in the execution of 
his plan, though, by dropping it, he Imrt nobody 
blit himself; and be accused me of having receded 
from my w'ord, after I bad drawn him into con¬ 
siderable expense. 

This imputation of breaking my word, which I 
defy the whole world to prove 3 ever did, incensed 
me the more, as 1 myself had proposed the scheme 
for his service, altliough I knew the aocomplisli- 
ment of it would endanger tlie validity of my own 
settlement; and niy indignation was still more 
augmented hy the behaviour of Mr. G——, wlio 
lia(I always professed a regard for my interest, and 
upon my last accomiiiodution witli my lord, under¬ 
taken to effect a reconciliation between my fatlicr 
and me; hut, when he w'us questioned about the 
particulars of this difference, and desired to declare 
wlicther his lordship or I was to blame, he declined 
tlie office of arbitrator, refused to be ex))licit upon 
the subject, and by certain shrew'd hums and Iia’s, 
signified his disapprobation of my conduct. Yet 
fills very man, when 1 imparti’d to him, in con¬ 
fide nee, my inteulioa of making anotlier retreat, 


and frankly asked hie opinion of my design, seemed 
to acquiesce in the justice of it in these remark¬ 
able words:—“ Madam, if I thought or had hopes 
of my lord growing better, I would down on my 
knees to desire you to stay; but, as I have not, I 
say notliing.” 

If be connived at my conduct in this particular, 
sliould he disapjirove of it wlien all 1 asked was 
but common justice? 31ut lie was a dependent; 
and therefore 1 excuse his phlegmatic (not to call 
it unfriendly) behaviour. Indeed, he could not be 
too cautious of giving offence to his lordship, who 
sometimes made him feel the effects of tJmt wrath 
which other people had kindled; particularly in 
consequence of a small adventure which happened 
about lliis very period of time. 

A very agreeable, sprightly, good-natured young 
man, a near relation of my lord, happening to h? 
at our house one evening, when there was a fire in 
the neighbourhood, we agreed to go and sup at a 
tavern eu famiUc; and having spent the evening 
with great mirth and good humour, tliis young 
gentleman, who was naturally facetious, in taking 
his leave, saluted us all round. My lord, who had 
before ontertiiined some jealousy of his kinsman, 
was very much provoked hy this triHiug incident, 
but very pnidcntly supjiressed his displeasure till 
he returned to his own house, whore Ins rage co¬ 
operating witli the champagne he had drank, in¬ 
flamed him to sucli a degree of n‘solution, that he 
sprung u])on the innocent G—n, and collared him 
wdth great fury, though he was altogether uncoii- 
ccrueii in the cause of bis indignation. 

This extravagant and frantic behaviour, added 
to other grievances under which I laboured, lias- 
tened my resolution of leaving liini; and he to this 
day blames his relation as the immediate cause of 
my escape, whereas he ought to place it to the 
tieeount of his own madness and indiscretion. 
When 1 retired to Vark-street, he cautioned all my 
tradesmen, not even excepting inj baker, against 
giving me credit, assuring them that he -would not 
]).ay any debts 1 should contract; and the difncultics 
to which 1 was reduced, in consequence of this 
eharitable d(“claratioii, together witli the reflection 
of what 1 had suffered, and might undergo, from 
the caprice and barbarity of his disposition, affected 
my healtli so much, that 1 -was taken again ill, and 
my life thought in danger. 

My constitution, however, got the better of my 
distemper, and 1 was ordered into tlie country by 
my physicians, for the benefit of the air; so tliat t 
found myself under tlie necessity of keeping two 
houses, w lien 1 was little able to su]))M>rt one, and 
set up my chariot, because I could imt defray the 
expense of a hackney coach; for 1 liad as much 
credit given me as I asked for, notw ithstanding my 
lord’s orders to tlie contrary. 

Having recruited my spirits in the country, I 
returned to to-wn, and was visited hy my friends, 
wlio never forsook me in adversity, and, in tlie 
summer removed to a house in Essex, where 1 lived 
a few months in great tranquillity, unmolested hy 
my tyrant, who sometimes gave me a whole year’s 
respite. Here 1 used to ride and drive by turns, as 
my humour dictated, wiili horses which were lent 
me; and 1 luid the company of my lover, and ano¬ 
ther gentleinaii, -wlio was a very agreeable com¬ 
panion, and of singular service lo me in the sequel. 

At last, my lord liaving received intelligence of 
the ]>laco of luv abode, and his tormenting humour 
z 2 
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recurring, he set out for my habitation and in the 
morning appeared in his coach and six, attended 
by Mr. G—n, and another person, whom he liad 
engaged for tlie purpose, Muth several domestics 
armed. I immediately shut up my doors at his 
approach, and refused him admittance, which he 
endeavoured to obtain by a succession of prayers 
and threats; but I was ileaf to both, and resolved 
to liold out to the last Seeing me determined, he 
began his attack, and his servants actually forced 
their way into the house; upon which I retreated 
uj) stairs, and fortified myself in my apartment, 
which the assailants stormed with such fury, tliat 
the door began to give way, and I retired into ano¬ 
ther room. 

Whilst I remained in this post, Mr. G—n de¬ 
manded a jiarley, in which lie begged I would 
favour my lord with an interview, otherwise lie 
knew not what might be the consequence. To this 
remonstrance I replied, that I -was not disposed to 
comply with his rcjjuest; and though their design 
should be murder, I was not at all afraid of death. 
Upon this declaration they renewed their attacks, 
which they carried on with indifferent success till 
tlie afternoon, wlien my lord, as if he had been at 
})lay, sent a formal message to me, desiring that all 
hostilities should cease, till after both parties should 
have dined. At the same time, my own servants 
came for instructions; and I ordered them to let 
him have everything which he should call for, us 
far as the house would afford. 

He did not fail to mul^c use of this permission; 
but sitting down with his companions, ate up my 
dinner without hesitation, after he had paid me the 
compliment of desiring to know what he should 
send up to my apartment. Far from having any 
stomach to partake of his meal, 1 sat solitary upon 
my bed, in a state of melancholy expectation, hav¬ 
ing fastened the door of the outward room for my 
security, while I kept my chamber open for the 
con venience of air, the weather being excessively hot. 

His lordship, having indulged his ap[)etite, re¬ 
sumed his attempt, and all of a sudden I lieai'd a 
noise in the next room; ujion w^hieli I started up, 
and ])orceiviTig that he had got into my antecham¬ 
ber, by the help of a bench that stood under the 
window', 1 flung to the door of my room, which I 
locked with great expedition, and opening another 
that eommunicatod with the staircase, ran out of 
the house, through a crowd of more than a hundred 
people, whom this fray had gathered together. 

Being universally beloved in the neighhourhood, 
and respected by my lord’s sen'unts, I [lassed 
among them untouched, and took refuge in a neigh¬ 
bouring cottage ; while his lordship bawled and 
roared for assistance, being afraid to come out as 
he had gone in. Without waiting for his delibe¬ 
rations, I changed clothes with the poor woman 
who had given me shelter, and in her blue apron 
and straw hat sallied out into the fields, intending 
to seek protection in the house of a gentleman not 
far off, thou^^h I was utterly ignorant of the road 
that led to it However, it was my good fortune 
to meet with a farmer, w’ho undertook to conduct 
me to the place; otherwise 1 should have missed 
my way, and in all probability lain in the fields ; 
for by this time it was eight o’clock at night 

Under the direction of this guide, I traversed 
hedges and ditches (for 1 would not venture to 
travel in the highway, lest I should fall into the 
iiands of my pursuer,) and after I had actually 


tumbled into the mire, and walked six or seven 
long miles by the help of a good spirit, which never 
failed me on such occasions, I arrived at the place, 
and rung the hell at the garden gate for admittance. 
Seeing my figure, whicli was very uncouth, toge¬ 
ther w'itli my draggled conditioti, they denied me 
entrance; but, w'hcn they understood who I was, 
immediately oi)ened tlie do</r, and I was hospitably 
entertained, after having been the subject of mirth, 
on account of my dn*ss and adventure. 

J'Jext day T returned and took possession of my 
house again, where I resumed my former amuse¬ 
ments, which I enjoyed in quiet for the space of a 
whole month, waiting with resignation for the issue 
of my lawsuit; when, one afternoon, I was apprised 
of his lordship’s approach by one of my spies, wlioni 
T always employed to reconnoitre the road ; and so 
foilunatc Mas I in the choice of these scouts, that I 
never was betrayed by one of them, though they 
were often bribed for that])urpose. 

I no soouiT rt'ceived this intelligence, than I 
ordered my horse to he sa<l(Iled, and mounting, 
rode out of sight immediately, directing my course 
a different w’ay from the Loudon road. 1 had not 
long proceeded in this tract, v’heii my career was 
all of a sudd<*n stojiped by a five-bar gate, which, 
after some hesitation, I resolved to leap (my horse 
being an old liuuter), if 1 should find myself pur¬ 
sued. IIoMcver, with much difficulty I made a 
shift to open it, and arrived in safety at the house 

of my very good friend Mr. (J-, who being a 

justice of the peae<s had promised me his protec¬ 
tion, if it should be wanted. 

Thus si'cured for tin* present, T sent out spies to 
bring information of his lordship's iiroeeedings, 
and understood that he had taken possession of my 
house, turned tny servants adrift, and made himself 
master of all my moveables, <'lothes, and papers. 
As for the papers, they were of no eonsetjuenee, 
hut of clothes I IuhI a good stock ; and when I had 
reason to believe that he did not intend to relink 
quisli his eompiest, I thought it m'us high time for 
me to remove to a greater distance from his (juar- 
ters. Aeeordingiy, tNvo days after my escape, I 
set out at eleven o’clock at night, in a chariot mid 
four, wliich 1 borrowed of my frieud, aU‘‘U(Ied by 
a footman, who w’as a stout fellow, and -well armed, 
1 myself being ju’ovided with a brace of good pis¬ 
tols, M'hicli I Mus fully delenuined to use against 
any person who should ]jresume to lay violent 
hands uj>on me, except my lord, for whom a less 
mortal weapon would have sulliced, such as a bod¬ 
kin or a tinder-box. Nothing could he farther 
from my intention than the desire of hurting 
any living creature, much less my husband; iny 
design was only to defend myself from cruelty and 
oppression, which 1 knew', by fatal experience, 
would infallibly he my lot, should lie get me into 
hi.s jiow'er. And I thought T had us good a right 
to preserve my happiness, as that which every in¬ 
dividual has to preserve his life, especially against 
a set of ruffians, who were engaged to rob me of it 
for a little dirty lucre. 

In the midst of our journey, the footman vame 
up, and told me 1 was dogged; upon which 1 looked 
out, and, seeing a man riding by the chariot side, 
presented one of my pistols out of my window, and 
preserved that posture of defence, until he thought 
proper to retreat, and rid me of the fears that at¬ 
tended his company. I arrived in town, and, 
changing my equipage, hired an open chaise, in 
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vhich, thougli I was almost starved with cold, I 
travelled to Reading, which 1 reached hy ten next 
morning; and from thence proceeded farther in the 
country, with a view of taking refuge with Mrs. 

C-, M'ho was my particular friend. Here I 

should have found slielter, though my lord had been 
iMdorehand with me, and endeavoured to prepossess 
her against my conduct, had not the house been 
crowded with company, among whom T could 
not possibly have been concealed, especially from 
her brother, who was an intimate friend of my 
persecutor. 

Things being thus situated, T enjoyed but a very 
short interview with he% in which her sorrow and 
jKTpIexity on my account appeared with great ex¬ 
pression in her countenance; and tliough it was 
not in her power to afford me the relief 1 expected, 
she, in ‘the most genteel manner, sent after me a 
small sum of money, thinking that, considering the 
Imrry m wlilch 1 left my house, 1 might have oc¬ 
casion for it OYi the road. 1 was by tins time be- 
inmih(*d with cold, fatigu(*d with travelling, and 
almost fretted to death by my disappointmenl. 
However, this was uo time to indulge despondence; 
since nobody could or would assist me, I stood the 
more in need of :ny own resolution and presence 
of mind. After some deliberation, J steered my 
course back to London; and being unwilling to 
return by the same n»ad in whicli I came, as well 
as impatient to be at the cud of my journey, 1 chose 
the Ragshot way, and ventured to eross the heath 
by mooiilight. 

Here 1 was attacked hy a footpad armed with 
a hroa<l s^^<>r(l, who eame up and demanded my 
money. My stock amounted to twelve guineas; 
and I fori'saw, that, should I be stripped of the 
M’hoh* sum, I eould not travel Muthout discovering 
who I was, and eoiise(juently running the risk of 
J)eiug detected by tu^> j)ursuer. (In tliese consider¬ 
ations 1 gave the fellow three guineas and some 
siUer ; with 'which he was so far from being satis¬ 
fied, that he tlireateiu'd to search me for more. 
Rut I ordered the LMuehman to proceed, and by 
good fortune escaped that ceremony, though I was 
under some apprehension of being overtaken with 
a pistol bullet in my flight, and therefore lield down 
my liead in the chaise, in imitation of some great 
nuui, who are said to have ducked in the simie 
manner in the day of battle. 

My fears happened to be disapj^ointed. I lay at 
an inn uj)on the road, and next day arnveil in town, 
in thi* utmo.>t diffteiilty and distress; for 1 knew 
not where to fix my habitation, and was destitute 
of all means of support. In this dilemma, 1 applied 
to my lawyer, who recommended me to the house 
of a tradesman in Westminster, where I lodged and 
boarded upon credit, with my faithful Abigail, 
whom 1 sludl distinguish by the name of Mrs. 

^-r, for the space of ten weeks, during which I 

saw nol)ody, and never once stirreil abroad. 

While 1 was thus harassed out of all enjoyment 
of life, and reduced to the utmost indigence, by the 
cruelty of my persecutor, who liad even stripped 
nui of my wearing apparel, I made a con<juest of 
Lord I) —, a nobleman wlio is now dead, and 
therefore T shall say little of liis character, which 
is perfectly well known. This only will I observe, 
that, next to my own tyrant, he was the person of 
wliom T had the greatest abhorrence. Nevertheless, 
wlien these two came in competition, I preferred 
the offers of this new lover, which w^^rc very eon- 
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siderable ; and as an asylum was the chief thing I 
wanted, agreed to follow him to his country seat, 
whither 1 actually sent my clothes, which I had 
purchased upon credit 

However, ujion mature deliberation, I changed 
my mind, and signified my resolution in a letter, 
desiring at the same time, that my baggage might 
be sent baek. In consequence of this message, I 
expected a visit from him, in all the rage of indig¬ 
nation and disappointment, and gave orders that lie 
should not be admitted into my house. Yet, not* 
withstanding this jirecaution, lie found means to 
])roeure entrance ; and one of the first objects that 
1 saw, next morning, in my bed-chamber, was my 
lover armed with a horse-whip, against which, from 
the knowledge of the man, 1 did not think myself 
altogether secure ; though I was not much alarmed, 
because 1 believed myself superior to him in point of 
bravery, should the worst come to the worst. Rut, 
contrary to my expectation, and his usual behaviour 
to our sex, he accosted me very politely, and began 
to expostulate upon the contents of my letter. I 
freely told him, that I had rashly assented to his 
proposal, for my own convenience only; that, 
when I reflected on ■what 1 had done, 1 thought it 
ungeiuTous in me to live with him upon these 
terms ; and that, as T did not like liim, and could 
not dissemble, such a correspondence could never 
tend to tbe satisfaction of either. He allowed the 
inference was just, though he was very much cha¬ 
grined at my previous proceeding. He rclimpiished 
his claim, n stored my clothes, and never afterwards 
upbraided me with my conduct in this afiair; though 
he at one time owmed, that he still loved me, and 
ever should, because I liad used him ill; a declara¬ 
tion that strongly marks the peculiarity of his 
character. As for my ow'n jiart, I own tliat my 
behaviour on this occasion is no other way ex¬ 
cusable, than on account of the miserable pcrjdexit^ 
of my circumstances, which were often so calami¬ 
tous, that I wonder 1 have not been compelled to 
take suoh steps as would have rendered my conduct 
much mort‘ exceptionabli* than it really is. 

At last all my liopos were blasted by the issue of 
my suit, whicli was determined in favour of iny 
lord. Even then 1 refused to yield; on the con¬ 
trary, coming out of retirement, 1 took lodgings in 
SufVolk-slreet, and set my tyrant at defiance. Rut. 
being unwilling to trust my doors to tin* care of 
other ])eople, i hired a house in Conduit-street; 
and no sooner appeared in the world again, than 1 
was surrounded by divers and sundry sorts of ad¬ 
mirers. 1 believe 1 ^ecci^ed the incense and ail- 
dre.sses of all kinds under the sun, except that sort 
which was most to my liking, a man capable of 
oontraetiug and iiis})iriug a mutual attachment; 
but such a one is equally rare and inestimable; not 
but that 1 own myself greatly obliged to all those 
who cultivated my good graces, though they were 
very little beholden to me; for where 1 did not 
really love, 1 could never profess tliat jiassion ; that 
sort of dissimulation is a slavery that no honest 
nature will untlergo. Except one worthy young 
man whom I sometimes saw', tiiey were a strange 
medley of insignificant beings; one was insipid, 
another ridiculously affected, a third void of all 
education, a fourth altogether inconsistent; and, in 
short, I found as many trifling characters among 
the men, as ever I observed in my own sex. {Some 
of tlicm I endeavoured to bring over to my maxims, 
while they attempted to make a proselyte of me; 
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bat finding the task impracticable on both sides, we 
very wisely dropt each other. 

At length, however, I was blessed with the nc- 

naintance of one nobleman, who is, perhaps, the 

rst character in England, in point of honour, inte¬ 
grity, wit, sense, and benevolence j when I have thus 

distinguished him, I need scarce mention Lord-. 

This great, this good man, possesses every accom¬ 
plishment requisite to inspire admiration, love, and 
esteem. With infinitely more merit than almost 
ever fell to one man’s share, he manifests such dif¬ 
fidence of his own qualification.s, as cannot fail to 
prepossess every company in his favour. lie seems 
to observe nothing, yet sees every thing ; his 
manner of telling a story, and making trifles 
elegant, is peculiar to himself; and, though he has 
a thousand oddities, they serve only to make him 
more agreeable. After what I have said, it may 
be supposed that I was enamoured of his person ; 
but this was not the case ; love is altogether capri¬ 
cious and fanciful; yet I admire, honour, and c.steem 
him to the highest degree, and when I observe that 
his character resembled that of my dear departed 

flriend Mr. B-; or rather, that Mr. B-, had 

he lived, would have resembled Lord-, Ispay 

the highest compliment I can conceive both to the 
living and the dead. 

In this nobleman’s friendship and conversation T 
thought myself happy ; though T was, as usual, ex¬ 
posed to the indefatigable eftbrts of my lord, who, 
one day, while I was favoured with the company of 
this generous friend, appeared at iny door in his 
coach, attended by another gentleman, who de¬ 
manded entrance with an air of authority. A very 
honest footman, who had been long in my service, 
ran up stairs in the utmost consternation, and gave 
me an account of what had happened below. Upon 
which I told him he had nothing to answer for, 
and ordered him to keep the door fast shut against 
all opposition; though I was so much alf'ected with 

this unexpected assault, that Lord-said he was 

never more surprised and shocked in his life, than 
at the horror which appeared in my counteuauec, 
when I saw the coach stop at my door. 

My little hero being refused admittance, went 
away, threatening to return speedily with a rein¬ 
forcement; and during this interval, 1 provided 
myself with a soldier, whom I placed sentinel at 
the door, within side, to guard me from the danger 
of such assaults for the future. My lord, true to 
his promise, marched back with his auxiliaries, re¬ 
inforced with a constable, and repeated his demand 
of being admitted; and my soldier opening the 
sash, in order to answer him, according to my 
directions, he no sooner perceivcil the red coat, 
than he was seized with such a panic, that he in¬ 
stantly fled with great precipitation ; and, when he 
recounted tlie adventure, like Ealstaff in the play, 
multiplied my guard into a whole file of mus- 
queteers. lie also make a shift to discover the 
gentleman who had been so kind as to lend me one 
of his company, and complained of him to the 

Duke of N- , in hopes of seeing liim broke for 

Ms misdemeanour; but in that expectation he was 
luckily disappointed. 

Perceiving that in England I should never enjoy 
peace, but be continually subject to those alarms 
and disquiets which had already impaired my health 
and spirits, I resolved to repair again to Prance, my 
best refuge and sure retreat from the persecution of 
my tyrant Yet, before I took this step, I endea¬ 


voured, by the advice of my friends, to conceal 
myself near Wind.sor; but was in a little time dis 
covered by my lord, and hunted out of my lurking 
place accordingly. I then removed to Chelsi a, 
where T suffered inconceivable uneasiness and agita¬ 
tion of mind, from the nature of my situation, my 
tranquillity being thus incessantly invaded by a man 
who could not be satisfied with me, and yet could 
not live without me. So that, though I was very 
much indispo.sed, I set out for Prance, by the way 
of the Hague, as the war had shut up all other 
eommunieation, having no other attendant but my 
woman S—r, who, tliough she dreaded the sea, and 
was upon the brink of matrimony, would not quit 
me in such a calamitous condition, until 1 was 
joined by my footman and another maid, whom I 
ordered to follow me with the baggage. But, before 
my departure, I sent a message to Lord -, de¬ 

manding my clothes, which he had seized in Essex ; 
and he refusing to deliver them, I was obliged to 
equip myself anew, upon credit. 

I was supplied with money for my journey by- 

my good friend L-; and, after a short and ])lea- 

sant passage, arrived at the Hague, where I staid 
two months, and parted with S—r, on whom T 
■settled an annuity of five and twenty pounds, pay¬ 
able out of the jirovision whieh 1 had or might 
obtain from my husband. The same allowance had 

I prevailed upon Lord B-to grant to another 

maid, who attended me while I lived in his house. 

1 did not much relish the people in Holland, 
because they seemed entirely devoted to sell-interest, 
without any taste for pleasure or politeness; a 
ipecies of disposition that could not be very agree¬ 
able to me, who always despised money, had an 
unbounded benei olenee of heart, and loved pleasure 
beyond every other consideration. When 1 say 
pleasure, I would not be understood to mean sen¬ 
suality, whieh constitutes the supreme Inqipine-ss of 
those only who arc void of sentiment and imagina¬ 
tion. Nevertheless, I received some civilities in 
this place; and among the rest, the re]>uliifion of 

having for my lover the Iviiig of 1’-’s minister, 

who was young and airy, and visited me often; 
circumstances tliat were sufficient to lay me under 
the imputation of an amour, whieh I frequently 
incurred without having given the least cause of 
iusiiicion. 

Having taken leave of my Dutch friends, T de¬ 
parted from the Hague, in company with an English 
woman, whom I had chosen for that purpose, and 
arrived at Antwerp with much difficulty and danger, 
the highway being infested with robbers. After 
having reposed myself a few days in this city, 1 
hired a coach I'or myself, and set out with ray 
companion for Brussels; but, before we reached 
Mechlin, our vehicle was attacked by two hussars, 
who, with their .sabres drawn, obliged the coachman 
to drive into a wood near the road. 1 at first 
imagined they wanted to examine our passports, 
bnt was soon too well convinced of their design; 
and, though very much shocked at the discovery, 
found resolution enough to suppress my concern, 
so that it should not aggravate the terrors of the 
young woman, who had almost died with apprehen¬ 
sion. T even encouraged her to hope for the best; 
and, addressing myself to the robbers in I'rench. 
begged, in the most suppliant manner, that they 
would spare our lives; upon whieh one of them, 
who was a little fellow, assured me, in the same lan¬ 
guage, that we liad nothinsj to fear for our persons. 
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When we were conveyed in a. state of dreadful 
suspense above three-quarters of a mile into the 
wood, the ruffians came into the coach, and, taking 
my keys, which I kept ready in my hand for 
tliem, opened three large trunks that contained my 
baggage,and emptying them of every thing but my 
hoops and a few books, packed up tlieir booty in a 
cloth; then robbed roe of my money and jewels, 
even to my shoe-buckles and sleeve-buttons, took 
my footman’s laced hat, and gave it, by way of 
gratification, to a pea-sant, who came from behind 
the bushes, and assisted them in packing. 

This affair being despatched, they ordered us to 
return to the road by a different way from that in 
which we were carried into the woofl; and mount¬ 
ing their horses, rode off' with the plunder, though 
not before the little fellow, who was the least fero¬ 
cious of the two, had come and shaken me by the 
hand, wishing us a good journey; a compliment 
which I heartily returned, being extremely well 
pleased w'ith the retreat of two such companions, 
who had detained us a wliolc half hour; during 
which, notwithstanding the assurance I had re¬ 
ceived, I was in continual ajiprehcnsion of seeing 
their operation concluded with the murder of us 
all i for I suppose they were of that gang who had 
some time before murdered a Ercnch officer, and 
used a lady extremely ill, after having rifled her 
of all she had. 

1 laving tlius undergone pillage,and being reduced 
to the extremity of indigence in a foreign land, it 
is not to be sujiposed that my reflections were very 
comfortable; and yet, though 1 sustained the whole 
damage, 1 was the only person in the company who 
l)ore the accident with any resolution and presence 
of mind. My coachman and valet seemed quite 
petrified with fcarj and it was not till 1 had re¬ 
peated my directions that the former drove farther 
into the wood, and took the first turning to the right, 
in orderto regain the roa<l,according to the command 
of the robbers, which 1 did not choose to disobey. 

This misfortune I suft'ered by the misinformation 
I received at Antwerp, where I would have pro¬ 
vided myself with an escort, had not T been a.ssured 
Uiat there was not the least occasion to [mt myself 
to such extraordinary cxpcn.se. And indeed the 
robbers took the only half hour in which they could 
have had an opportunity of plundering us ; for we 
no sooner returned into the highway, than w e met 
with the French artillery coming from llrussels, 
which was a security to us during the rest of our 
journey. We were afterwards informed at a small 
village, that tliere was actually a large gang of 
deserters, who harboured in that wood, from which 
they made excursions in the neighbourhood, and 
kept the peasants in continual alarms. 

Having proceeded a little way, we were stopped 
by the artillery crossing a bridge; and as the train 
was very long, must have been detained till night, 
had nut a soldier informed me, that if 1 would take 
the trouble to come out of my coach, aud apply to 
the commandant, he would order them to halt, and 
allow me to pass. 1 took the man’s advice, and was 
by him conducted, with much difficulty, through 
the crowd, to some officers, who seemed scarce to 
deserve the name j for when 1 signified my request, 
they neither rose up, nor desired me to sit down j 
but lolling in their chairs, with one leg stretched 
out, asked, with an air of disrespectful raillery, 
where 1 was going ? and when 1 answered, “ To 
Paris,” desired to know what I would do there ? 


I, who am naturally civil where I am civilly 
used, and saucy enough where I think myself treated 
with disregard, was very mueh piqued at their inso¬ 
lent and unmannerly behaviour, and began to reply 
to the impertinent questions very abruptly; so that 
a very tart dialogue would have ensued, had not 
the conversation been interrupted by a tall, thin, gen¬ 
teel young Frcneh nobleman, an officer in the army, 
who, chancing to come in, asked with great polite¬ 
ness, what 1 would please to have ? 1 then repeated 
my desire, and produced my passports, by which 
he learned who 1 was. He immediately gave orders 
that my coach should pass; and afterwards visited 
me at Paris, having obtained my permission, and 
taking my address at parting; while the others, 
understanding my name and quality, asked pardon 
for their impolite carriage, which they told me was 
owing to the representation of the soldier, who gave 
them to understand, that I was a strolling actress. 

I could not help laughing heartily at this mistake, 
which might have jiroceeded from theeircunistances 
of my appearance, my footman having been obliged 
to change hats with the peasant, and myself being 
without buckles in my shoes, and buttons in my 
riding shirt, while my countenance still retained 
maiiis of the fear and confusion I had undergone. 
After all, perhaps the fellow was a droll, and wanted 
to entertain himself at my expense. 

The day was so far consumed in these adventures, 
that 1 was obliged to take up my lodgings at 
Mechlin, where I addressed myself to the intendant, 
giving him an account of the disaster 1 had met 
with, and desiring I might have cn'dit at the inn, 
as our whole company could not raise the value of 
a sixpence. This gentleman, though a provincial, 
was polite in his way, and not only granted my 
request, hnt invited me to lodge at his own house, 

1 accordingly gave him my company at supper, 
but did not e'hoo.sc to sleep at his quarters, because 
he appeared to be what the French call tin vicu 
'lehnm-Ue. 

Next day, he sent a trnmpct to tlie general, with 
a detail of my misfortune, in hopes of retrieving 
what 1 had lost; but, notwithstanding all possible 
search, 1 was fain to put up with my damage, 
which, in linen,laces, clothes,and baubles, amounted 
to upwards of seven hundred pounds, a loss which 
never deprived me of one moment’s rest; for 
though I lodged at a miserable inn, and lay in a 
paltry bed, 1 slept as sound as if nothing extra¬ 
ordinary had happened, after I bad written to 
London and I’aris, directing that the paj ment of 
my bills of credit might l)c stopped. Indeed, I 
know but of two misfortunes in life capable of 
depressing my spirits, namely the lo.ss of health 
and friends; all others may be prevented or endured. 
The articles of that calamity which 1 chiefly 
regretted, were a picture of J.ord W—m, and some 
inimitable letters from Sir. B-. 

From Mechlin I proceeded to Brussels, where, 
being known, I got credit for some necessaries, and 
borrowed twenty guinea.s to defray the expense of 
my journey to I’aris. Having consulted with my 
fr.ends, about the safest method of travelling 
through Flanders, I was persuaded to take places 
in the public voiture; and accordingly departed, 
not without fears of finding one part of the country 
as much infe.stcd with robbers as another. Nor 
were these apprehensions assuaged by the con¬ 
versation of my fellow-travellers, who being of the 
lower sort of people, that delight in exaggerating 
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dangers, entertainod me all the way with an 
account of all the robberies and murders which 
bad been committed on that road, with many 
additional circumstances of their own invention. 

After having been two days exposed to this com¬ 
fortable couversation, among very disagreeable 
company, which is certainly one of tlie most dis¬ 
agreeable situations in life, 1 arrived at Lisle, where, 
thinking tlie dangerous part of th(‘journey was now 
past, I hired a post ehaixse, and in two days more 
reached Paris without any further molestation. 

Upon iny arrival in tlie capital, 1 was immediately 
visited by iny old aeq\iaintances, who hearing my 
disaster, offered me their clothes, and itjsisted upon 
my wearing them, luitil I could be otherwise 
provided. They likewise engaged me in parties, 
with a view of amusing my imagination, that I 
might not grow melancholy in reflecting upon my 
Joss; and desired me to repeat the purticmlars of 
my story forty times over, expressing great surprise 
at our not being murdered or ravished at h'ast 
As for this last species of outrage, the fear of it 
never once entered my head, otherwise I should 
have been more shocked and alarmed than I really 
was. Put it seems this was the chief circumstance 
of my companion's apiirehension: and I ca*not 
help observing, that a homely woman is always 
more apt to entertain those fears, than one whose 
person exposes her to much more imniincnt danger. 
However, 1 now learned, that the risk I ran was 
much greater than I imagined it to be, those rufiians 
being familiarized to rape as well as murder. 

Soon after my iippearaneeat Paris, 1 was favoured 
with the addresses of several Freneii lovers ; but J 
never had any taste for foreigners, or indeed for 
any amusement of that kind, exeejit sueh as were 
likely to be lasting, and settled upon a more agrec*- 
able footing than that of common gallantry. Wlicn 
I deviated from this principle, my conduct was the 
effect of compulsion, and therefore I was never 
easy under it, having been reduced to the alternative 
of two evils, the least of which 1 was ol)Iig(‘d to 
choose, as a man Icajis into the sea, in order to 
escape from a ship that is on fire. 

Though I rejected their love, I did not refuse 
Ihcir company and conversation; and though my 
health was considerably imjaured by the sliock J 
received in my last adventure, which was eon- 
siderahly greater than I at first imagined, and 
affected my companion so ranch, that she did not 
recover her s]>irits till she n'turned to England ; I 
say, though 1 w'as lor some time a valetudinarian, 
I enjoyed myself in great tranquillity for the space 
of ten months, during which J w'as visited by 
English, Scotch, ami French, of all jjartics and 
persuasions ; for pleasure is of no faction, and that 
w'as the chief object of my pursuit; neither was T 
so ambitious of being a politician, as to emijloy n>y 
time and thoughts upon subjects which i did not 
understand.—1 had admirers of all sides, and should 
have spent my time very much to my liking, had 
not I felt my funds sensibly diminish, without any 
prospect of their being repaired; for I had been 
obliged to lay out a great part of the sum allotted 
for iny subsistence, in supplying my companion, 
my servant, and myself with necessaries, in lieu of 
those which we had lost. 

Having before my eyes the uncomfortable pro¬ 
spect of wanting money in a strange place, I found 
myself under the necessity of returning to England, 
where 1 had more resources than I could possibly 


have among foreigners; and with that view wrote 

to Lord --’s agents, desiring that I might be 

enabled to discharge my obligations at Paris, hy the 
payment of my pin-money. Thus a negotiation 
commenced, and his lordship promised to remit 
money for the clearance of my Paris debts, which 
amounted to four hmnlred pounds: but he would 
not advance one farthing more, though I gave him 
to understand, that, while lie protracted the agree¬ 
ment, 1 must inevitably be adding to my en¬ 
cumbrances, and that 1 should be as effectually 
detained by a debt of twenty pound.s, as if 1 owed 
athouvsand. Notwithstanding all my representations, 
he M'ould not part with one shilling over the net 
stim which 1 at first stipulated; so that all my 
measures were rendered abortive, and I found it 
altogether im])ractieable to execute those resolutions 
1 had formed in his favour. 

Thus did he, for a mere trifle, embarrass the 
woman for w'hom he professes the most unlimited 
love, and whose principles he pretends to hold in 
the utmost vcneralion. Indeed liis confidence in 
my integrity is not \sithout foundation ; for many 
wives, with one half of my provocation, would 
have ruined him to all intents and pur])oses; 
whereas, notwithstanding all the extraordinary 
expenses to w'hich 1 have been cxiiosed by his con¬ 
tinual persecution, he never }>aid a shilling on my 
account excojit one thousand pounds, exclusive 
of the small allowance wliich w'as my du(>. In a 
word, so mucli time elajised before my lord could 
prevail uimn himself to advance the hare four 
hundred, that 1 was involved in fresh difficulties, 
from which I found it impossible to extricate 
myself: and though 1 had occasion to write a letter 

to m\ benefactor liord-, in which I expressed 

in\ acknowledgment of past favours, 1 could not 
vent me to solicit more, even when I was encouraged 
by a very obliging answer, wlicrein he declared, 
that the good qualities of my mind and heart would 
hind lum to me in friendship for ever, 

While I rmninated on my uueomfortahle situa¬ 
tion, which would neither permit me to return 
to England, nor to stay much longer where 1 was, 
a young Englishiium of iimneiihe fortune took 
Paris in Ids way from Italy, accompanied hy a 
most agreeable Scotchman of very good sense and 
great vivacity, it was my good or ill fortune to 
become aciiuainted with these gentlemen, who 
having seen me at the opera, expressed a desire of 
being known to me, and accordingly favoured me 
with a visit one afternoon, wdicn the brisk North 
Briton engrossed the whole conversation, while the 
other seemed fearful and diffident even to a degree 
of bavshfulncKS, through which, however, 1 could 
discern a delicate sensibility and uneoininou under¬ 
standing.—There was in his person (which was 
very agreeable), as well as in bis behaviour, a 
certain naivctv that was very pleasing; and at this 
first interview’, we relished each other’s company 
so well, that a sort of intimacy immediately com¬ 
menced, and was carried on in a succession of 
p:irties of pleasure, in the course of which I found 
him fraught with all the tenderness and sentiment 
that render the heart susceptible of the most refined 
love; a disposition that immediately made me 
partial to him, wliile it subjected his own heart to 
all the violent impressions of a passion, which I 
little imagined our correspondence would have 
produced. 

Nevertheless, I was far from being displeased 
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with iny conquest, because liis person and qualifi* 
cations, as well as his manner of address, were very 
much to ray liking, and recommended him in a 
particular manner to my affection. Indeed, he 
made greater progress in my heart than I myself 
suspected; for there was something congenial in 
our souls, which, from our first meeting, 1 believe, 
had attracted us, unknown to ourselves, under the 
notions of friendship and regard, and now disclosed 
itself in th(‘ most passionate love. 

I listened to his addresses, and we were truly 
haj)i>y. His uttaehment was the quinf<‘ssence of 
tenderness and sincerity, while his generosity knew 
no bounds. Not (jontented with having j)aid twelve 
hundred pounds on my aecoimt, in the space of 
oiH' fortnight, he would have loaded me wdlli pre¬ 
sent after present, had 1 not absolutely refused to 
accept such expensive marks of his munificence. 

I was even mortified at those instances of his li¬ 
berality, W’hich my situation compelled me to 
receive, lest, being but little acquainted with my 
disposition, be should suspect me of being interested 
111 my h)v<*, and judg(‘ my conduct by the malicious 
reports of common litme, which, he afterwards 
iwned, had at first obtained such credit with him, 
that he believed our mutual attachment would not 
be of long duration. Hut, in this jiartieuiar, h<‘ 
was soon undeceived. His lu'art, though naturally 
idapted for the melting passion, had hitherto 
•scaped untouehed by aU the ladies of Italy and 
France; and tlierelbre the first impressions vv<*re 
be more dee[)ly fixed. As he was unpractised in 
■he wa)K of common gallantry and deceit, the 
driking shiiplieity in his character was the more 
.ikely to engage tlie heart of one who knew the 
lerfidy of the world, and des]>ised all the farce 
ind bombast of fashionable profession, which T 
aad always considered as tlie idirase 'vf vanity and 
ostentation, rather than the genuine languag<‘ of 
ove. Besides, gratitude had a considerable share 
n augmenting my affection, which manifested itself 

II siwh a warm, cordial, artless manner, as in- 
Tcased his esteem, and rivelted his atta<*hmenf; 
br he could i'asily i>ereeive, from tlie whole tenor 
if my conduct, that lU}- breast was an utter stranger 
o craft and dissiumlatiou; }el I was at first fearful 
)f eontraeting any engagement with him, because, 
icing younger than me, be might be more apt to 
diange, and the world might be malicious enough 
.0 snp]) 0 sc 1 bad practised upon bis inexperience; 

conscious of my own integrity, 1 set slander 
It defiance, trusting to my own htdiaviour, and his 
[latural probity, for the continuance of his love, 
rhough we did not live together in the same house, 
the greatest part of our time was sjurnt in each 
ither’s 3om])any;—we dined and sujipcd at the 
same table, lVc<]uented jniblic places, went ujioii 
parties to the country, and never parted, but for u 
few hours in the night, which we passed in the 
utmost impatience to meet again. 

In this agreeable manner did the days roll on, 
when my felicity was inlcrnipted by a tit of jealousy 
with which I happened to be seized. I had con¬ 
tracted an acquaintance with a young married lady, 
who, though her personal attractions were but 
slender, was upon the whole, an agreeable, cheerful, 
good-natured companion, with a little dash of the 
coquette iu her composition. This woman being in 
very indigent circumstances, occasioned by some 
losses her husband had sustained, no sooner had an 
opportunity of seeing and conversing with rny 


lover, than she formed the design of nakiDg a 
conquest of him. I should have forgiven her for 
this scheme, whatever pangs it might have cost 
me, had I believed it the eflfect of real passion; but 
I knew her too wxdl to suppose her heart was 
Buscciitible of love, and accordingly resented it. 
In the execution of her jilan, she ncghicted nothing 
which she thought capable of engaging his atten¬ 
tion. She took all opportunities of sitting near 
him at table, ogled him in the most palpable manner, 
direct«*d her whole discourse to him, trod upon his 
toes; nay, 1 believe, squeezed his hand. My blood 
boiled at her, though my pride, for some time, 
enabled me to conceal my uneasiness; till at length 
her behaviour became so arrogant and gross, that 
I could no longer 8ui)press my indi^iation, and 
one day told my lover that 1 would immediately 
renounce his correspondence. 

He was greatly alarmed at this unexpected de¬ 
claration; and, when he understood the cause of 
it, assured me, that, for the future, he would never 
exefuinge one word with her. Satisfied with this 
mark of his sincerity and regard, 1 released him 
from his promise, which he could not ])ossibly keep» 
while she and 1 lived upon any terms; and we 
conffmu’d to visit each other as usual, tlumgh she 
still persisted in her endeavours to rival me in his 
affection, and contracted an intimuey with ids com- 
imnion, who seemed to entertain a passion for her, 
that she might have the more frequent oiiportunitics 
of being among us; for she had no objection against 
favouring the addresses of both. One evening, 1 
remember, we set out iu my coach for the opera; 
and, in the way, this imimorata was so busy with 
her feet, that I was incensed at her behaviour; and, 
when w<‘ arrived at the place, refused to alight; 
but, setting them down, declared niy intention of 
returning home immediately. She was so inueli 
]>leasc(l with this intimation, that she could not 
conceal the joy she felt at the thoughts of con¬ 
versing with him, uninterrupted by my presence; 
an o])p<jrtuuity with which I. bad never favour’d 
lier before. This open exultation in<-rea‘‘ed n-v 
anger and anxiety. I went home; but, being still 
tortured with the reflection <)f having left them 
together, adjusted myself in the glass, though I 
was too angry to take notice of my own figure, and 
without farther delay retunied to the ojieva. 

Having inquired for the box in w’hieli they sat. 
T took possession of one that fronted them, and 
reconnoitring them, w'ithoiit being perceived, had 
the satisfaction of seeing him removed to as great 
a distance from her as tlie place would ]H‘rmit, and 
his head turned another wa\. (‘‘omposed by this 
examination, I joined them without further scruple, 
when my young gentleman expressed great joy at 
my appearance, and told me he was determined to 
have letl the entertainment, and come in quest of 
me, had 1 not returned at that instant 

In our way homewards, my rival repeated her 
usual hints, and with her large hoop almost over- 
vshadowed my lover from my view; upon which 
luy jealousy and wrath recnrrt*d with such violence, 
tliat 1 pulled the string as a signal for the coach¬ 
man to stop, with a view of getting out, and going 
home afoot; a step which would have afforded 
a new spectacle to the people of Paris. But 1 
reflected in a moment upon the folly of such a 
resolution, and soon recollected myself, by calling 
my pride to my assistance. I determined, however, 
that she should act no more scenes of this kind in 
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iDy presence, and that same night insisted apon my 
lover’s dropping ah intercourse and connexion 
with this tormentor. He very cheerfully complied 
with my desire, and was even glad of an occasion 
to break off his acquaintance with a person about 
whom I had plagued him so much. 

Thus was I freed from the persecution of one of 
those creatures, ■who, though of little consequence 
in themselves, are yet the pests of society, and find 
means to destroy that harmony which reigns be¬ 
tween two lovers, by the intrusion of a loose appe¬ 
tite, void of all sensibility and discretion ; having 
no feelings themselves, they cannot sympathise 
with that of other people, and do mischief out of 
mere wantonness. 

My lover being obliged to go to England, liad 
settled me in a genteel house in Paris, with a view 
of returning when lus affairs should be adjusted; 
but, when the time of liis departure approaclied, he 
began to be uneasy at tlie prospect of separation, 
and, in order to alleviate his anxiety, desired me to 
accompany him to Calais, wdiere we staid together 
throe or four days, during which the dread of 
parting became more and more intense; so that we 
determined upon my following him into England by 
the first opportunity, where 1 should live altogether 
incog, that I might be concealed from the inquiries 
and attempts of my lord. Even after this resolu¬ 
tion was fixed, -we parted with all the agonies of 
lovers who despair of ever meeting again ; and the 
wind blowing very high after lie hud embarked, 
increased iny fears. Ihit, by the return of the 
packet-boat I was blessed with the report of his 
being safe arrived in England, and had the satis¬ 
faction of perusing his letters by every post. 

My admirer being thus detached from me, my 
thoughts were entirely employed in concerting 
some private method of conveying myself to him. 
As I would not trust myself in the common packet, 
for fear of being discovered, after having revolved 
divers schemes, 1 determined to transi)ort myself 
in one of the Dutch fisbing-boats, though I knew 
the passage would be hazardous; but, in a case of 
such interesting concern, I overlooked all <Ianger 
and inconvenience. lh*fore I put this resolution 
in practice, 1 was so fortunate as to hear of a small 
English vessel, that arrived at Calais witli a i»ri- 
soner of war, in which 1 embarked, with iny com¬ 
panion and another lady, who lived with me for 
some time afterwards; and, when we eamc on 
board, discoven^d that the ship was no other than a 
light collier, and that her whole company amounted 
to no more than three men. Nevertheless, though 
the sea was so rough, and the weather so unpro¬ 
mising, that no other boat would venture to put to 
sea, we set sail, and, between two storms, in about 
three hours arrived in safety in Dover. 

From hencemy first companion wcnttolierfriends 
in the stage-coach, while the other lady and I hired 
an open post-chaise, though it snowed very hard, 
and, without any accident, performed our journey 
to London, where I met with my lover, who flew to 
my arms in all the transports of impatient joy; 
and, doubtless, I deserved Ids affection for the hard¬ 
ships, perils, and difficulties, I had undergone to be 
with him; for I never scrupled to undertake any 
thing practicable, in order to demonstrate the sin¬ 
cerity of what I professed. 

In consequence of our plan, 1 assumed a fictitious 
name, and never appeared in public, being fully 
satisfied and happy in the company and conver¬ 


sation of the man I loved; and, when he went into 
the country, contented myself with his correspon- 
dence, which he punctually maintained, in a series 
of letters, equally sensible, sincere, and affectionate. 

Upon his return to town for the remainder of 
the season, he devoted the greatest part of his time 
to our mutual enjoyment; left me with rchictauce, 
when he was c^led away by indispensable busi¬ 
ness, and the civility which was due to liis ac¬ 
quaintance, and very seldom went to any place of 
public cntcM’tainmcnt, because I could not accom¬ 
pany and share with him in the diversion; nay, 
so much did I engross his attention, that one even¬ 
ing, after he had been teased into an agreement of 
meeting some friends at a play, lie went thither 
precisely at the appointed hour, and, as they did 
not arrive punctually at the very minute, he re¬ 
turned to me immediately, as much rejoiced at his 
escape as if he had met with some signal deliver¬ 
ance. Nor was his constancy inferior to the ardour 
of his love. Wv went once together to a hall in 
the Ilaymarket, where, in the midst of a thousand 
fine -women, whose charms were onluineed hy the 
peculiarity of the dresses they wore, he remained 
unshaken, iins(‘dueed, preserving his attachment 
for me in spite of all temiUution. 

In the summer, he provided me with a house in 
the neighbourhood of* his <»wn ; hut the accommo¬ 
dations being bad, and that country affording no 
other place fit for my residence, he brought me 
home to his own seat, and, hy that step raised an 
unnersal clamour; though J saw no company, and 
led such a solitary life, that nothing but excessive 
love could have supjiorted my spirits. Not but 
that he gave me as nuicli of Jus time as he could 
possibly spare from the necessary duties of paying 
and receiving visits, together with the avocations 
of hunting, and otlier country amusements, ■which 
L could not jiartake. Formerly, indeed, I used to 
hunt and shoot, i)ut 1 hud left off both, so tliat 1 was 
now reduccfl to the alternative of reading and ■walk¬ 
ing by myself; but love made up for all deficiencies 
to me, who think nothing else worth the living for! 
Had I been blessed -witli a partner for life, who 
could have loved sincerely, and insjnred me-with 
mutual flame, 1 -would have asked no more of 
ate. Interest and ambition have no share in my 
composition ; love, -which is pleasure, or pleasure, 
which is love, makes uj) the whole. A heart so 
disposed, cannot he devoid of other good qualities ; 
it must be subject to the impressions of humanity 
and benevolence, and enemy to nothing but itself. 
This you will give me leave to affirm, in justice to 
myselft as I have frankly owned my failings and 
miseoiiduct. 

I'owards the end of summer, my heart was a 
little alarmed by a report that jirevailed, of my 
lover’s being actually engaged in a treaty of mar¬ 
riage ; however, J gave little credit to this rumour, 
till I was obliged to go to town about business, and 
there T heard the same information confidently 
affirmed. Though I still considered it as a vague 
surmise, I wrote to him an account of what I had 
heard; and, in his answer, which is still in my pos¬ 
session, he assured me, with repeated vows and 
protestations, that the report was altogether false. 
Satisfied with this declaration, I returned to his 
house; and, though the tale was incessantly thun¬ 
dered in my ears, still lielieved it void of all foun¬ 
dation, till niy suspicion was awakened by a very 
iucciisiderublc circumstance. 
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One day, on liis return from hunting, I perceived 
he had a very line pair of Dresden ruffles on his 
shirt, which I could not suppose he would wear at 
such a rustic exercise; and, therefore, my fears 
took the alarm. When I questioned him about this 
particular of his dress, Ids colour changed; and 
though he attempted to elude my suspicion, by im¬ 
puting it to a mistake of his servant, 1 could not 
rest satisfied with this account of the matter, but 
inquired into the truth with such eagerness and 
penetration, that he couid not deny he had been to 
make a visit. By degrees, I even extorted from 
him a confession, that lie had engaged liimself far¬ 
ther than he ought to have proceeded, without 
makiug me acquainted with his design, though he 
endeavoured to excuse his conduct, and j>acify niy 
displeasure, by s«iying, that the affair would not be 
brought to bear for a great while, and, perhaps, 
might never come to a deterniination; hut he was 
in great confusion, and, indeed, hardly knew what 
he said. 

1 would have quitted his house* that moment, had 
not he beforehand obtained a promise that 1 w'oiild 
take no rash resolution of tliat kind, and jmt it out 
of my ])Ower to procure an> inetliod of conveyance 
by which I could makemj retreat. 1 gave noveut 
to rcproache.s, but only upbraided him with his 
having permitted me to return in ignorance to the 
country, after T was once fairly gone ; upon which 
he swore that he could not bear the thoughts of part¬ 
ing w'ith mo. 'riiisdeelaratiou was a in\.stery at that 
time, but 1 have been since so fully satisfied of bis 
reasons for his conduct, that 1 heartily aeejuit him 
of all injustice to me. j\nd, indeed, it is my sin¬ 
cere opinion, that, if ever jonnginan de.scrv<*d to 
be happy, he is certainly entitled to tliat pnvileg<*; 
and, if I may be allowed to judge, has an heart sus¬ 
ceptible of the most refiner] enjovinent. 

The violence of tJie grief and consternation which 
J suffered Ik’om tliis stroke having a little sub.si<Je<l, 
J deliberated v\ith myself about the measures I 
should lake, and determined to leave lus hons(‘ some 
day when he should be abroad. 1 was encomuged 
ill this resolution by the advice of our Scotch friend, 
who came about tins time from London, on a visit 
to his fellow-truveller. We thongTit such an ab¬ 
rupt dejiartuiv would be less shocking than to stay 
and take a formal leave of my lover, whose heart 
was of such a dolient<' frame, that, after I told Jiim 
1 sliouhl one clay withdraw m 5 '.self in bis absenee, 
he never came* home from the chase, or any other 
avocation, without trembling with apprehension 
that J had escaped. 

After he had be‘*n some time aeeustomed to these 
fears by my iwevious intimation, I at length de¬ 
camped in good earnest, tiiougli my heart ached 
upon the occasion, because 1 U*ft him loving and 
beloved; for liis affection was evident, notwith¬ 
standing the st(‘j) he had taken by the advice and 
importunity of all his relations, wdio laid a disagree¬ 
able restraint upon his inclinations, while they 
consulted his interest in every other particular. 

While I halted in the next great town, until 1 
could he supplied with fresh horses, 1 was visited 
by a gentleman who had been formerly intimate 
with my lover; but a breach had happened in their 
friendship, and he now came to complain of the 
treatment he liad received. ]Vreciviiig tliat I was 
not in a humour to listen to his story, lie shifted 
the conversation to my own, and observed, tliat 1 
had been extremely ill used. 1 told him tlmt 1 was 


of a different opinion; that it was not only just, but 

expedient, that a young man of Mr.-*s fortune 

should tliinkof making some alliance to strengthen 
and support the interest of liis family; and that I 
had nothing to accuse him of hut his letting me 
remain so long in ignorance of his intention. He 
then gave me to understand, that I was still igno¬ 
rant of a great part of the ill usage I had received; 
affirming, that, while I lived in his house, he had 
amused himself with all the common women in tlmt 
town, to some of whom this gentleman had per¬ 
sonally introduced him. 

At first, T could not believe this imputation ; but 
he supported his assertion with so many convincing 
eireimistanees, that I could no longer doubt flie 
truth of them ; and 1 felt so much resentment, that 
my love vanished immediately into air. Instead of 
proceeding on my journey to London, I went back 
a considerable way, and sent a message desiring to 
see him in a little house, about midway betw'een his 
own habitation and the towm from whence 1 came. 
IT(‘ obeyed my summons, and appeared at the place 
appointed, where 1 repnnielu'd him with great bit- 
U'niess. lie pleaded guilty to the charge, so fiir as 
acknowledging that he had corresjmnded with 
other women lately, in order to get the better of 
his affection for me, but the experiment had failed, 
and he found that he blumid be for ever miserable. 

1 did not look upon this candid confession as a 
snUieient atonement for his ))ast dissimulation, and, 
in tlie sharpness of my revenge, demanded a settle¬ 
ment, vhieh he peremptorily refused; so that for 
the present, we held each otlier in the utmost eon- 
teinjit. Inde(*d, 1 afterwards despised myself foj* 
my ('ondescension, which was owing to the advice 
of my companion, siqiporled and inffamed by the 
spirit of resentment. Nevertheless, he begge<l that 
I would return to hi.s house, or stay all night w here 
I was; but 1 was deaf to his emtreaties, and, alter 
a great deal of ironical civility on my side, I look my 
leavt',and went away; yet, before l.'iel out, I looked 
back, and saw him on horseback, with such an air 
of simplicity ami truth, as called up a profound 
sigh, notwithstanding all that had passed in our 
eonversalion. 

Upon my arrival in London, I took lodgings in 
licicester Fiehls, and answ ered a letter w hieh 1 had 
some months before received from my lord, telling 
him that 1 would go home to him, without stipulat¬ 
ing for any tt*nns, to try what effect my confidence 
would have upon his generosity. Tie readily em¬ 
braced the offer, and took a house in St. James’s- 
Ktreef, where T jiroposed to comply with his humour 
in every thing that was consistent with my own 
peace and tranc|uillity. 

Meanwhile, my lov’er passed his time very dis- 
agreoahly in the countr)’, with his friend, of whom, 
it seems, he hud conceived some jealousy^, which 
w'as increased by a letter T wrote to that gentleman, 
till he was made acquainted with the contents, 
w’hich he rend ovxt ff>rty tunes ; and then his pas¬ 
sion breaking out with more violence tl^an ever, he 
not only exjwessed his feeling, in an epistle which 
I irmnediately received, but when be came to town 
suffered such agonies of despair as 1 had never seen 

before, except in Lonl B -. It was then in my 

jiower to have taken ample revenge upon him, a.s 
well as upon my insolent rival, who had insisted 
upon my leaving his henusein a very abrupt manner, 
though he absolutely refused to gratify her malice, 
for he was now disp<.sed to do any thiiig for my 
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satisfaction. But I knew Iiis worth, and had too 
much regard lor his reputation to advise hini to 
act inconsistent with his honour. 

About this time, many tender feelings and sorrow¬ 
ful partings happened between us, till the marriage 
knot was tied, when he sent me a bank note for a 
thousand pounds, by way of speeitnen, as he called 
it, of his friendsliip, and of what he would do for 
me, should I ever want his assistance. U’iiis mark 
of his generosity 1 received in a most tomier billet, 
which I shall never part with, together with his 
picture set in diamonds. 

I now employed my thoughts in keeping measures 
with my lord ; we lay in the same apartment, and 
for the first four or live months I neither dined nor 
supped abroad above twiee ; and then he knew 
where I was, and approved of my company. But 
all this corn[)lacency and eircumspection had no 
elfect upon his temper, vhieh remained as capri¬ 
cious and dissatisfied as ever. hJay, to such a pro¬ 
voking degree did this uiiha]>py humour prevail, 
that one day, in the preseiuu* of liis lawyer, he ha¬ 
rangued u])«)n my iniseonduet since our last re¬ 
union; and very freely allirmed, that every step 1 
liad taken, was diametrically opposite to his w’ill. 

Conscious of the pains 1 had been at to please 
him, i was so inceiis(*d at these unjust invectives, 
that, starting up, I told him lu* was a little dirty 
fellow ; and would have left the hottso iuinu*diately, 
hud not his lawyer, and olluTs, who were in the 
room, interposed, and iiy dint of argument and im¬ 
portunity diverU‘d me from mj jiurpose. ily the 
bye, 1 have been informed l»y a jiersoii of rank, that 
my lord discovered exactly the sauu* di.'.posilion in 
}tis father’s lifetime, and only changed the snhjeel 
of his complaint from the w ordto that of trifr. 
Indeed he takes all o]iportLinities of ]ilagnlMg 
iny dear parent, as he has just sagacity enongli to 
know, that this is the most ellectual wa^ he can 
take to distress me. 

After repeated trials, 1 have given up nil hopes 
of making him happy, or of finding luyhelf easy in 
my situation, and live witli him ai present to avoid 
a greater inconveuieiiee. Kot that lus ill-nature is 
all the grievance of which I complain ; exclusive of 
the personal disgust I entertain for him, his fidly is 
of that sjieeies wliicli disohhgi's ralher than diverts, 
and his vanity und affectation altogether intoler- 
ubie; for he actually helH‘\es himself, or at least 
w'ouJil impose himself upon mankind, as a pattern 
of gallantry und tiuste ; and, in point of husi ness, a 
person of infinite sagacity ami penctratior. But 
the most ridiculous ])art of Ins eharaeter is, his ])re- 
teiided talent for ])oIities, in which he so deeply 
concerns himself, that he has dismissed many a good 
servant, because he susjieeted him of having rong 
comu'xions; u theme upon wliicli he has often 
(puuTelled with me, even almost to iiarting, accused 
me witli holding eorrespondenee with the Earls of 

B-- and ('-, and Mr, 11-V-, though 

I never had the least ae<]uaintancewith any of these 

gentlemen, except the Earl of (1-, to whom 1 

liave not spoken these ten years past. 

In short, 1 have often been at a loss to kuow% 
whether lie was more mad and malicious in those 
fits of enthusiasm, wherein he seemed transported 
with zeal for the commonwealth, and tormented 
me with his admonitions out of all temper and 
patience. At length, however, 1 contrived an ex¬ 
pedient which freed me from these troublesome 
expostulations, and silenced lam effectually or tbc 


score of politics. This was no other than an 
open avowal of being connected with all those 
people w'hom I have named. Indeed, I knew him 
too well to believe there was any thing solid in his 
intention or professions, even when he carried hira^ 
self so far as to demand a private audience of the 
k-, in order to communicate a scheme for sup¬ 

pressing the rebellion ; and that being denied, soli¬ 
cited the Duke of D-’s interest, for permission 

to raise and head a regiment of Kentish smugglers. 
Nay, to such a pitch did his loyalty soar, that h« 
purchased a firelock of particular mechanism, cal¬ 
culated for the safety of the hearer, in ease he had 
been placed centinelat his Majesty’s door, and ke])t 
his liorsi's ready cajiarisoned, with a view of at¬ 
tending his sovereign to the field. Notwithstanding 
all these pompous preparations, bad he bi‘en jnd to 
the proof, ho would have infallibly crept out of liis 
engagements, through some sneaking evasion, his 
imagination In'ing very fertile in such saving pre¬ 
tences. Yet he will talk sometimes so fervently, 
and even sensibly, on the suhj<‘et, that a stranger 
would mistake him for a man of understanding, 
and deternuned zeal for the good of his country. 

Since my last return 1o his house, that act of 
parliament ])assed, by which he was enabled to pay 
his delits, and, among the rest, a thousand iiounds 
of my eoiitnietiug, the only burden of that kind I 
ever entailed upon him, exelufivi'of inyi»in-moiu*y, 
which w'us never regularly jiaul; nor would he 
have been subj(‘et to this, had he not, by his ])ei‘se- 
eutiori and pursuit, exposed me to an extraonlinary 
expense. 1 Jiave also had it in my ])ower to revard 
some of my faithful Abigails; in ]>articular, to 
relieve from extr’ine distress that maid to whom, 

as I have alread;^ observed, Lord B-granted 

an annuity, which she Iiad sold; so that sin* was 
reduced to the most abject poverty, ami I foniiil her 
in a dismal bole, with two infants perishing for want; 
a spectacle w'hieli drew tears from mj*eyes, and 
imh'i'd could not hut make deep impression upon 
an iu'art like mine, w hieli the misery of my fellow- 
creatures never failed to melt. 

Nor did 1 upon this occasion forget the nttaeli- 
nient ami fidelity of my other woman Mrs. S 
who hearing I was robbed in my ])as.sage throng!' 
Flanders, had generouslyrelimiuislu'd the allowanei 
I had settled upon her at jiarting. The exercise <d 
.sneh acts of humanity ami benevolence, and tlie 
ideasnre of seeing my dear and tender parent often, 
in sonu' measure alleviate the chagrin to which I 
am subject from the disagreeable disposition of my 
lord, w'lio, consistentwdth his former inconsistency, 
npoii our last reconciliation, cheerfully agreed to a 
jiroposal 1 made of having concerts in llie liouse, 
and even approved ol‘ the scheme with marks of 
particular satisfaction. But before one half of the 
winter was exjiired, he found means to banish all 

the company, heginiiing with L<»rd K-B- —•, 

who, as he walked up stairs one evening, was stop¬ 
ped by a footman, who plainly told him he had 
orders to say to him in particular, that liis lordship 
was not at home ; yet the very next day, perceiv¬ 
ing that nobleman and me w’alking together iu the 
park, he joins us with an air of alacrity, as if no 
such thing had liajipencd, and even behaved to 

Lord B-witli the most fawning complaisance. 

His deportment was c(]ually absurd and imperti¬ 
nent to the rest of his friends, wbo forsook us gradu¬ 
ally, being tired of maintaining any friendly com¬ 
munication with such a disagreeable composition of 
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ipiOTunce and orro^nce. For my own port, I look 
upon him SB utterly ineoiTiftlble; and, oa tutc liad 
Butyected me to lua power, endeavour to nmke 
the Utter draught down, by dctacbinf; mywif ito 
niuch a» possible from the supposition that there is 
unj such existence ojion earth. Indeed, if I had 
not fatal experience W the conttury, J should be 
apt to iK'Iieve that such a character is not to he 
found Bmonn (he sons of men ; because his ecmdiiet 
is nltop'thur unaccountable by the knirsrn rules 
and maxims of life, and falls eutlccly under the 
poet's observation, when he suys, 

T;b truCr itu KK^ninpf lUcro tli;in wit 

Her ladysliip hnviiip tlius eonelwded her story, 
to the entertain men t of the roin]iaiiy, and the ad¬ 
miration of I'erepriue, wlui expressed his astonish¬ 
ment at the variety of ailventiires she had iiiider- 
poiie, which w;is such an lie tlionpht hullieienl to 
destiviy the nnist hardy ami nihusT eonstliutioti, 
and llierel'ore infiiiilidy more tliau enough to over¬ 
whelm one of her delietitc frame; oue of the 
peiitlemeli present roundly laved her with want <if 
eaiidoiir, in suppn’ssinp some eiiv'tinistaiiees of lier 
life, wliich lie thonpht essentia) in theefiiisideratiou 
of her eliaraeter, 

She neddeiied at this i>erein]itoty charpe, whieli 
had an evitlent efl'eet uisui the eimnteiiaiiees of 
the wholeiiudieiiee, when the aceuwr j'rweivled to 
explain bis imputation, liy olisi'rvinR, tliat, in the 
course of her narTiitioii,she had omitted tonieution 
a thousand ai’ts of uneoininon charity, of which he 
himself knew her to he puilty; and that she had 
eoneeided a preat many ad rants peons pnipistals of 
tiiarriapc, uhieh she inipht h,ive ueeepted before 
she was imptipetL 

The eomp.oiy w'ere apreeahly nndeceiveil by this 
explanation; whieli lier hulyship aeVtiowledpivI in 
very jiolite tiTUis, as a eoinplinient eipally penteel 
and unexpeetecL And otir tieni. alter iiaviiip 
testifieil till* sense he had oJ' her eoinjilaisanee and 
eomleseensioii, in repallnp him with a mark of her 
etmlideiiee and esteem, tixik his leavt^ and went 
home in a state of eonfasioii and jierjdexily; 
for, tivmi the cireu in stances of the tale be li,id 
heard, he ])liiiiily perceived, that her laily ship's 
lusirt was too delicate to reeeive such ineenscs as 
he, ill the catsaeiiy of an admirer, could at ]irrseiit 
]Kiy; bcc.mse, thonpli he hail ill soiiie measun- 
ahridpeil the ciupive of Etnilia in his own breast, it 
was not ill his own tsiuer tri ri‘struiii it so ctlec- 
liially, liut that it would iiiliTferr witli lUiy other 
sovcivipn whom his (hoiiplits should adopt; and, 
unless Jaidy .—- could enpross his whole love, 
time, and attention, he foresaw that it would be 
impossible for him to support the passion wliieK he 
mipht liiive the pood fortiitit; to inspin*. 11c was, 
moreover, th’Icrrcd from declarinp his love, liy the 
fate of her former ailniircrs, who seemed U> have 
been vrouiid u]i to a depri'e of entliiisiasiii, that 
looked inure like tlic etfeet of eiiehatitnieiit, than 
the inspiration of human altriictions; an eestiicy 
of passion wliieh he durst not venture to uiiderpo. 
He theretiire resolvwl to combat with the impres- 
aions he had already received, and if iiussihlc, 
cultivate her friendship without solicitinp her 
affection. Hut, before he could fix upon this de- 
ferniiuntion, he desired to know the footinj; on 
whieli he stood in her opinion; and, hy the intel- 
lipence of (Jrabtree, obtained in the usual manner, 
undevstuud tlwt her senCiincnts of him were very 


ravouroNe, though without the least tincture of 
love. He would have been trajis|)orted with joy, 
bad her thouphts of him bwi of a more tender 
exture; though his reason was better pleastvl with 
he informatinii ho received; in consequence of 
srliich he tunstered np the ideas of his first pos- 
lion, and set (Iivm in opposition to those of thin 
lew and dangerous attaeJinient; by which means 
le kept the ImIbucc ih cr/uiliArui, aud his bosom 
olerably quiet. 



rEBRGlilNi! PICKLE. 


349 






CUAPTEU LXXXII, 

lie imauulci Cailonllnder in ansunin the rlinrnrtcr of a 
Mnjfiiiian, in nliii'li ho Mtiuircs a frf.it share of Reputa* 
lion, h; his rosponsoB to ihioo Feiiiaiss nrPislJiioiion, Vrho 
srti'inlly oDiisult llio ruwarrhrsnr Ilia Art. 

Ills Ill-art Is-inp lints, as it were, stisintndlcd iH-twpen 
' two (iliji-cis that lessciKtl llic fiirt-e of oavli otln-r'* 
attrartioii, hu took tliis u;i]iortiiiiily of enjoying 
MiiiK.- rps|iiti', and for tin- jircsenc dotaclipd Lu 
' wnlintciiUi front Ixitli, nisolyiii" to iniiiilfto liiniself 
in tiu- exorcise of tlnit practical satire wliich was 
so aRrccuble utid pcctiliar to ins dispositlnn. In 
this iaiidalile ilctefniinalioii he was continued by 
the rciM-atcd sufi^cstions of his friend ('adwiilladcr, 
who t.txed hint with letting liis talents rust in 
' indolence, and stimuiutt-il ins natural vivacity with 
> a snecesstun of fresh discoveries in the world of 
' scandal. 

Peregrine was now seised with a stranpe whim, 

' and when he communiciited llie conceit to Cad- 
nalladcr. It in a mimieiit acr|uired his ap[>robat!tin. 
r 'IVis notion lie imparted in a pnuxisal to sulijt-ct 
' the town to their ridicule, by Riving responses to the 
eliaraetef of a i>ixifessetl eoiijnror, to lie personated 
. by tile old tiiisatithrii|s', wliose asjieetwas extremely 
well (alciilaled for the tiiirtsise. The plan was 
inline lialety adjit&led In all its jiarts; an apannieat 
Itin-d in a lioiifa' aeeoiniiiodated with a Jiiiblio stair, 
so that jieople iiiifrlit have free iiiRress and egres^ 
wilh'iut being exjiosed to obsiTVutioii; and tills 
leiieineDt Ivuiig furnished with tlic apiiartitus of a 
; iiiaoleiaii, Mich as glotii's, teli'seojies, a magic lant- 
liorti, a skeleton. :i dried monkey, togt-tber with 
. the skins id' an iilligator, otter, ami snake, the eon- 
1 juror himself took jiossession of his castle, after 
iiaviiip distributed printed advertisements conUiin- 
' iug tile partieulars of Ills undertaking. 

; These bills wiou ojierated aeeording to the wish 
of the prnjis'toi's. As tlie price of the oracle was 

• fixed at half a guinea, Uie jniblic naturally eon- 
, eluded tliat tlie autlinr was no comnion fortune* 
, teller; and the very next day. Peregrine found 

- some ladies of his ipiality nctjuairitanee iiiti-eted 

■ with tlie desire of making au f'x]ierimeiit npnii the 
, skill of this new conjuror, who pretended tt) be 

■ just arrivetl from the fllogid's empin-, where lie 
1 bad learned the art fioni a llraeliiiiiiti philosopher, 
t Our young gentleman aflisdisl to talk of the pre- 
I tensions of this sage with ridirule and cimteiiijit, 

- and with availing reiuctniioe uiidcrltsik to nlti-nd 
. them to his aiuirtmetit, observing, that it would be 

• a very easy matter to detei't the lellow's ignorance, 
, and no more than eoniinon justice to cliastise him 

• for his presumption. Tliougli he could tasily per- 

■ eeive a great fund of credulity in the comiiany, 
I they affected to espouse bis opinion, and, under the 

notion nf a f^olie, agreed that one particular lady 
, should endeavour to haflle his art, by appearing 
' before Iiiui in the dress of her woman, who should 
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at the same time personate her mistress, and be 
treated as such by our adventurer, who promised 
to squire them to the place. These measures being 
concerted, and the appointment fixed for the next 
audience day. Peregrine furnished his friend with 
the necessaiy information j and when the hour of 
assignation arrived, conducted his charge to this 
oraculous seer. 

They were admitted by our hero’s valet-de- 
chambre, whose visage, being naturally meagre and 
swarthy, was adorned with artificial whiskers; so 
that he became the Persian dress which ho wore, 
and seemed a very pro|)Cr master of the ceremo¬ 
nies to an ornamental necromancer. Having crossed 
his arms upon his breasts, with an inclination of 
the head, he stalked in solemn silence before them 
into the penetralia of the temple, where thej' found 
the conjuror sitting at a table, provided with pen, 
ink, and paper, divers books, mathematical instru¬ 
ments, and a long white wand lying ,across -the 
whole. He was Inibited in a black gown and f'lr 
cap. His countenance, over and above a double 
proportion of pbilosopbio gravity, which he had 
assumed for the occasion, was improved by a thick 
beard, white as snow, that reached to his middle, 
and upon each shoulder sat a prodigious large black 
eat which had been tutored for the purjaise. 

Such a figure, which would have startled Pere¬ 
grine himself, had not he been concerned in the 
mystery, could not fail to make an impression upon 
those whom he accompanied. The fictitious cham¬ 
bermaid, in spite of all her natural pertness and 
vivacity, changed colour .when she entered the 
room, while the pretended lady, whose intellects 
were not quite so enlightened, began to tremble in 
every joint, and ejaculate petitions to heaven for 
her safety. Their conductor, advancing to the 
table, presented his offering, and, pointing to the 
mtud, told him, that lady desired to know what 
would be her destiny in point of marriage. The 
philosopher, without lifting up his eyes to view the 
person in whosi' behalf he was consulted, turned 
his ear to one of the sable familiars that purred 
upon lus shoulder, and, taking up the pen, wrote 
upon a detached slip of pajier these words, which 
Peregrine, at the desire of the ladies, repeated 
aloud: “ Her destiny will, in a great mcasiu-e, de¬ 
pend upon what happened to her about nine o’clock 
III the morning on the third day of last December.” 

This sentence was no sooner pronoutieed, tlian 
the counterfeit lady screamed, and ran into the 
antechamber, exeiaiming, “ (ihrist havemeri'y upon 
usl Sure he is tlie deiil incarnate!” Her mis¬ 
tress, who followed her with great consternation, 
insisted upon knowing the transaction to which 
the response alluded; and Mrs. Abigail, after some 
recollection, gave her to understand that she had 
an admirer, who, on that very hour and day iiK'n- 
tioned by the cunning man, had addressed himself 
to her in a serious proposal of marriage. This 
explanation, however, was more iiigeiiioiis than 
candid; for the admirer was no other than the 
identical Mr. 1 *icklc himself, wlio was a mere dragon 
among the chambermaids, and in his previous in¬ 
formation communicated to his associate, had given 
an account of this assignation, witli which he had 
been favoured by the damsel in question. 

Our hero seeing his company very miieh affected 
with the circumstance of the wizard's art, which 
hail almost frightened both mistress and maid into 
hysteric fits, pretended to laugh them out of their 


fears, by observing that there was nothing extra¬ 
ordinary in this instance of his knowledge, which 
might have been acquired by some of those secret 
emissaries whom such Impostors are obliged to 
employ for intelligence, or imparted by the lover 
himself, who had, perhaps, come to consult him 
about tile success of his amour. Enponraged by 
this observation, or rather prompted by an insa¬ 
tiable curiosity, which was proof against all sorts 
of apprehension, the disguised lady returned to the 
magician’s own apartment, and assuming the air of 
a pert ehamhermaid, “Mr. Conjurer,” said she, 
“ now you have satisfied my mistress, will you be 
so good as to tell me, if ever 1 shall be married ?” 
The sage, without the least hesitation, favoured her 
with an answer, in the following words: “You 
cannot be married before j ou are a widow ; and 
whether or not that will ever be the case, is a 
question which my art cannot resolve, because my 
foreknowledge exceeds notthetenn of thirty years.” 

This reply, which at once cut her ofl’ from her 
pleasing prospect of seeing herself independent in 
the enjoyment of youth and fortune, in a moment 
clouded her aspect; all her good humour was 
overcast, and she went away, without further 
enquiry, muttering in the rancour of her chagrin, 
that lie was a silly impertinent fellow, and a mere 
quack in his profession. Notwithstanding the pre¬ 
judice of this resentment, her conviction soon re¬ 
curred ; and when the report of his answers was 
made to those confederates by whom she had been 
deputed to make trial of his skill, they were uni¬ 
versally persuaded that his art was altogether suiht- 
natural, though each affected to treat it with 
contempt, resolving in her own breast to have re¬ 
course to him in private. 

Ill the meantime, the maid, though laid under 
the most peremptory injunctions of secrecy, was so 
full of the circumstance which related to her own 
conduct, that she extolled his preseicncc, in whis¬ 
pers to all acquaintances, assuring them, that lie 
had told her all the particulars of her life ; so that 
his fame was almost instantaneously conveyed, 
through a tliousaud different channels, to all parts 
of the town; and the very next time lie assuuu il 
the chair, his doors were besieged by curious 
people of all sects and denominations. 

Ucing an old practitioner in this art, Cadwallader 
knew it would be impossible for him to support his 
reputation in the promiscuous exercise of fortime- 
tcHing, because every jiersou that should conic to 
consult him would expect a Siiiiiple of his skill re¬ 
lating to things past; and it could not be supposed 
that he was acipiainted with the private coiu’cnis 
of every individual who might apply to him for 
that purpose. He therefore ordered his minister, 
whom he distinguished liy the name of Hadgi 
Roiirk, to signify to all those who demanded en¬ 
trance, that his price was half-a-guinea; and that 
all .such as were not disposed to gratify him with 
that consideration, would do well to leave the jias- 
sage free for the rest. 

'I'liis declaration sncceeded to his wish ; for this 
congregation consisted chiefly of footmen, cham¬ 
bermaids, prcutiee.s, and the lower class of trades • 
men, who could not afford to purchase prescience 
at such a price; so that, after fruitless otters of 
shillings and half-crowns, they drojijicd off one by 
one, and left the field ojien for euslonv'rs of a high 
rank. 

'I’ht' first person of this species vi ho appeared was 
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dressed like the wife of a substantial tradesman; 
but this disguise could not screen her froin the 
penetration of the conjurer, who at first sight know 
her to Ihj one of the ladies of whose coming he had 
l)i*on apprised by I\>rogrine, on the supposition that 
their curiosity was rather inflamed than allajed by 
file intelligenee they had received from his first 
client. I’liis lady approached tlic philosopher with 
tliat intrepidity of countenance so conspicuous in 
matrons of her dignified sphere, and in a soft voice, 
asked with a simper, of what complexion her next 
child would be? 'I'lie necromancer, who was jkt- 
fecfly well acquainted with her private history, 
forthwith delivered his response in the following 
(jiiestion, written in the usual form: “ Ilow long luis 
Pompey the black been dismissed from your lady¬ 
ship’s service?” 

Endued as she was with a great share of that for¬ 
titude whieh is distinguished by the up]>ellatiou of 
effrontery, her face exhibited some signs of shame 
and confusion at the receipt of tliis oracular interro- 
gafion, by which she was convinced of his extra¬ 
ordinary intelligence; and accosting liim in a very 
serious tone, “ Doctor,” said she, “1 perceive you 
are a person of great abilities in the art you profess; 
and therefore, without pretending to dissemble, 1 
will own you have touclied the true string of iny 
apprehensions. 1 am persuaded I need not be more 
particular in my iiupiiries. Here is a purse of 
money ; take it, and deliver me from a.most alarm¬ 
ing and uneasy susjiense.” So saying, slie dejiobiled 
her ofFeriiig ujxm tlie table, and ailed for his 
answer, with a face of feaHul expectation, wliile lie 
was employed in writing this sentence for her peru¬ 
sal: “Though I see into the >\omb of time, the 
prospect isnotperfeelly distiiiel; the seeds of future 
events lie mingled and confused. So that 1 am under 
the necessity of assisting my divination in some 
eases, by analog}' an<l liuman intelligence; and can¬ 
not possibly satisfy your present doubts, unless joii 
w'ill condescend to make me privy toall those oecur- 
reuccs which you think might have interfered with 
the cause of your apprehension.” 

I'he lady having read the declaration, affected a 
small enu'tion of shyness and repugnance, and, seat¬ 
ing herself njion a settee, after having cautiously 
iiiform<‘d herself of the privacy of the apartnauit, 
ga\e such a detail of the siieeessioii of her lovers, as 
amazed while it entertained the neerouiancer, as 
M'ell as his friend l^ickle, who, from a ck>set in 
which he had concealed him.-elf, overheard cMTy 
sj liable of her eonlession. ('adwallader listened to 
her story with a liKik of infinite importance and 
sagacity, and after a short pause told her, that he 
would not ju’etend to give a categorical answer, 
until he should have deliberated maturely upon the 
various circunistanees of the affair; but if she 
would take the trouble of honouring him w ith ano- 
tlier visit on his next public day, he hoped he should 
be able, to give lier full satisfaction, ('onscious of 
the importance of her doubts, she could not help 
commending his caution, and took her leave, with 
a promise of returning at the appointed time. Then 
tlie conjurer being joined by his associate, they 
gave a loose to their mirth, which having indulged, 
they began to concert measures for inflicting some 
disgraceful punishment on the shameless and insa¬ 
tiate termagant who had so impudently avowed her 
own prostitution. 

They were interrupted, however, in their con- 
ftrence, by the arrivaJ of a new guest, who being 


announced by Iladgi, our hero retreated to his 
lurking-place, and Cadwallader resumed his mys* 
terious appearance. This new client, though she 
hid her face in a musk, could not conceal herself 
from the knowledge of the conjurer, who by her 
voice recognized her to be an unmarried lady of 
his own acquaintance. She had, within a small 
compass of time, made herself remarkable for two 
adventiire.s, wbieb liad not at all succeeded to her 
expectation, llcing very mucli addicted to play, she 
had, at a certain rout, indulged that passion to such 
exce.sss, as not only got the better of her justice, but 
also of her circumspection; so that she was unfor¬ 
tunately deU'eted in her endeavours to appropriate to 
lierself what was not lawfully her due. This small 
slip was attended with another jndiseretion, which 
liad likeM ibO an unlucky effect upon her reputation. 
SShc had been favoured with the addresses of one of 
those liopeful heirs who swarm and swagger about 
town, under the denomination of bucks; and, in the 
confidence of his honour, consented to be one of a 
party that made an excursion as far as Windsor, 
thinking herself secured from scandal hy the com¬ 
pany ol‘ another young lady, who had also conde¬ 
scended to trust her person to the protection of her 
admirer. The two gallants, in the course of this 
expedition, were said to use the most perfidioif 
means to intoxicate the passions of tl»eirmi.stresse8 
by mixing drugs with their wine, which inflainec 
their eon.siitnlions to such a degree, that they feU 
an easy sacrifice to the appetites of their con¬ 
ductors, who, upon their return to town, were so 
base and inhuman as to boast among their com- 
}>anions of the exploit the) had aeJneved. Thus 
the story was civeulaled, with a thousand additional 
eireumstances to the iirejudiee of the sufferers, one 
of whom ha<l thought projxn* to withdraw' into tlu. 
eountrj, until the scandal raised at her cxpeiist; 
should subside; while the other, who was uol so 
t^asily put out of countenance, resolved to outface 
the rejiort, as a treacherous aspersion, invented l>y 
her l(»ver as an excuse for his own ineonstanc) 
and actually appeared in jmblic, as risual, till she 
found herself neglected by the greatest part of her 
acquaintance. 

In eonsetjuenee of this disgrace, wliieh she knew 
not whether to impute to the card affair, or to the 
last fauj' pas she had committed, she now came to 
consult the conjurer, and signified her errand, by 
asking w’liether tJie cause of her present di.squiet 
was of the town or the country? Cadw’allader at 
once perceiving her allusion, answered her question 
in tliese terms: “ This honest world w ill forgive a 
young gamester for indiscretion at play, but a favour 
granted to a babbling coxcomb is an unpardonable 
olfenee.’’ This response she received with equal 
astonishment and chagrin; and, fully eonyinced of 
the necromaueev's oimiiscieuee, implored bis advice, 
touching the retrieval of her reputation: upon 
wliicli he counselled her to wed with the first 
opportunity. She seemed so w ell ploa.sed with his 
admonition, that she gratified him with a double 
fee, and, dropping a low curtsey, retired. 

Our undertakers now thought it high time to 
silence the oracle for the da}, and ITadgi was ac¬ 
cordingly ordered to exclude all comeiis, while 
Eeregnue aud his friend renewed the deliberaUons 
which had been interrupted, and settled a plan of 
operations for the next occasion. JVleanwhile it 
was resolved that Iladgi should not only exercise 
his own talents, but also employ inferior agents, 
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in procuring general intelligence for the support of 
their scheme) that the expense of this ministry 
should be defrayed from the profits of their pro 
fessions; and the remainder be distributed to poor 
fiunilies in distress. 

CHAPTEB LXXXIII. 

Peregrine and liis friend Cadwalladcr proceed in the exercise 

of the mystery of fortuneteiling, in the course of which 
tliey achieve various adventures. 

Th£ 8£ preliminaries being adjusted^ oiir hero 
forthwitli repaired to a card assembly, which was 
frequented by some of the most notable gossips in 
town, and having artfully turned the conversation 
upon the subject of the tbrtuneteller, whose talents 
he pretended to ridicule, ineeused their itch of 
knowing secrets to such a degree of impatience, 
tiiat tl>eir curiosity became flagrant, and he took it 
for granted, that all or some of them would visit 
Albumazar on his very first visiting day. While 
IVregriiie was thus engaged, his associate made liis 
appearance in another convocation of fashionable 
people, where he soon had the pleasure of hearing 
the conjurer hrouglit uj>on the earj)6t b\ an elderly 
gentlewoman, remarkable for lier inquisitive <lis- 
positioQ, who addressing herself to Cadwalladcr, 
asked, by the help of the finger-alphabet, if he 
knew any thing of tlie magician that made such a 
noise in town? The misanthrope answered, as 
usual, in a surly tone: “Jly your question you 
must either take me for a pimj) or an idiot. What, 
in the name of nonsense, should 1 know of such a 
rascal, unless I were to court his acquaintance w ith 
a view to feast my own sjileen, in seeing him fool i 
the whole nation out of their money ? Though, I 
suppose, his chief profits arise from his practice, in 
quality of pander. All fortunetellers are bawds, 
and, for that reason, are so much followed by po<»pl^ 
of fashion. This fellow, I w’arrant, 1ms got sundry 
convenient apartments for the benefit of iwoerea- 
tion; for it is not to be supposed ifiat those who 
visit him on the pretence of consulting his sujier- 
natiinl art, can be such fools, such drivellers, as 
to lielievc fliat he can actually prognosticate future 
events.” 

The company, according to his expectation, im¬ 
puted his remarks to the mneourof his disposition, 
which could not bear to think that any person upon 
oarth w'as wdser than himself; and his ears wore 
regaled with a thousand instances of the conjurer’s 
wonderful prescience, for which he was altogetlier 
indebted to fiction. Some of these specimens being 
communicated to him hy way of appeal to his 
opinion, “ They are,” said be, “ mere phantoms of 
ignorance and credulity, swelled up in the re])eti- 
tion, like those unsubstantial bubbles which the 
boys blow up in soap-suds with a tobacco-pipe. 
And this will ever he the case in the propagation 
of all extraordinary intelligence. The imagination 
naturally magnifies every object that falls under its 
cognizance, especially those that concern the pas¬ 
sions of fear and admiration; and when the occur¬ 
rence comes to be rehearsed, the vanity of the 
relater exaggerates every circumstance in order to 
enhance the importance of the communication. 
Thus an incident, which is but barely uncommon, 
often gains such accession in its progress tlirough 
the fancies and mouths of those who represent it, 
that the original fact cannot possibly be distin¬ 
guished. 'lliis observation might he proved and 


illustrated by a thousand undeniable examples, out 
of which 1 shall only select one instance, for tho 
entertainment and edification of the company. A 
very honest gentleman, remarkable for the gravity 
of Ills deportment, was one day iu a certain coffee¬ 
house accosted by one of his particular friejids, 
who, taking him hy the hand, ex])r(‘S8ed uncommon 
satisfaction in seeing him abroad, and in good 
health, after the dangerous and portentous malady 
he had undergone. Surprised at this salutation, 
the gentleman replied, it was true he had been a 
little out of order over-niglit, hjat there was jiothing 
at all extraordinary in his indisposition, ‘desu! 
not <‘Xtraordinary V cried the other, ‘ when you 
vomited three black crows.’ This strange ex¬ 
clamation the grave gentleman at first inistot)k for 
raillery, thougli his friend was no joker; hut per¬ 
ceiving in him all the marks of sincerity and 
astonishment, he suddenly changed his opinion, 
and, after a short reverie, taking liim aside, ex¬ 
pressed himself in these words—* Sir, it is not 
unknown to you that 1 am at jirescnt engaged in a 
treaty of marriage, wdiicli would Jiave been settled 
long ago, had it not Iwon retarded by the rep(*ated 
niuchinations of a certain person w'1k» professed 
himself my rival. Kow J am fully persuaded that 
this affair of the three crows is u story of lii.s inven¬ 
tion, calculated to pnjudice me in the opinion of 
the lady, who, to bo sure, w’ould not choose to marry 
a man who has a rwikery in liis bowels; and 
therefore I must insist upon knowing your author 
of this .scandalous report, that 1 may be able to 
vindicate my cliaracter from the malicious asper¬ 
sion.’ His friend, who Ihouglil the demand was 
' very reasonable, told him, without hesitation, that 
he was made acquainted with the circumstances of 
Ills distemper by Mr. Sucli-a-oue, their common 
acquaintance; upon which the person who con¬ 
ceived himstdf injured went imui(*diutely iif quest 
of his supposed defamer, and, having found him, 
‘ Pray, sir,’ said he, w ith a jK remptory tone, ‘ who 
told you that I vomiteil three black crows?’— 
‘Three?’ answered the gentlemim, ‘1 mentioned 
two only.”—‘Zounds! Sir,' cried the other, in¬ 
censed at his indilferenee, ‘jon will find tlu- two 
too many, if you refuse to discover the villanoiis 
source of such calumnj.’ Tin* gentleman, surpri.sed 
at his heat, said he was sorry to find he had been 
the accidental instrument of giving him oftence, 
but translated the blame, if any there was, from 
himself to a third person, to who,se information he 
owed his knowledge of the report. The plaintifti 
according to the direction he received, repaired to 
the house of the accused; and his indignation being 
inflamed at finding the story had alreiwly cirevdated 
among his acijuaintance, he told him, with evident 
marks of displea.suro, that he was come to pluck 
the same brace of crows which he said he had 
disgorged The defendant seeing him very much 
irritated, positively denied that he had mentioned 
a brace: ‘One indeed,’ said he, ‘I own I tmk 
notice of, upon the authority of your own jdiysician, 
who gave me an account of it this morning.’- - 
‘ By the Lord!’ cried the sufferer, in a rage, which 
he could no longer contain, ‘ that rascal has been 
siiboruod by my rival to slander my character in 
this manner; but J’ll he revenged, if there lie eitlier 
law or equity in England.’ lie had scarce pro¬ 
nounced these v/ords, when the doctor happened to 
enter the room: when his exasperated patient lift¬ 
ing up his cane, ‘Sirrah,* said he, ‘if I live. I'U 
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make that black crow the blackest circumstance of 
thy whole life and conversation.’ The physician, 
confounded at this address, assured him that he was 
utterly ignorant of his meaning, and when the 
other gentleman explained it, absolutely denied the 
charge, affirming he had said no more than that he 
had vomited a quantity of something as black as a 
crow. The landlord of the house acknowledged 
that he might have been mistaken; and thus the 
whole mystery was explained. 

The company seeming to relish the story of the 
three black crows, which they considered as an 
impromptu of Cadwalladcr’s own invention; but, 
granting it to be' true, they unanimously declared 
that it could have no weight in invalidating the tes¬ 
timony of divers persons of honour, who had been 
witnesses of the magician’s supernatural skill. On 
the next day of consultation, the necromancer being 
in the chair, and his friend behind the curtain, the 
outward door was scarce opened, when a female 
visitant floiuiccd in, and discovered to the magi¬ 
cian the features of one of those inquisitive ladies, 
whose curiosity, he knew, his confederate had 
aroused in the manner above described. She ad¬ 
dressed herself to him with a familiar air, observing, 
that she had heard much of his great knowledge, 
and was come to be a witness of his art, which she 
desired him to display, in declaring what he knew 
to be her ruling passion. 

Cadwallader, who was no stranger to her dis¬ 
position, assumed the pen without hesitation, and 
furnished her with an answer, importing, that the 
love of money predominated, and scandal possessed 
the next place in her heart Far from being of¬ 
fended at his freedom, she commended his frank¬ 
ness with a smile; and, satisfied of his uncommon 
talents, expressed a desire of being better acquainttd 
with his person; nay, she begun to ectechise him 
upon the private history of divers great families, in 
which he happened to be well versed; and he, in a 
mysterious manner, dropt such artful hints of his 
knowledge, that she was amazed at his capacity, 
and actually asked if his art was communicable. 
The conjurer replied in the affirmative; but at the 
same time, gave her to understand, that it was 
attainable by those only who were pure and unde- 
filcd in point of chastity and honour, or such as, hy 
a long course of penitence, had weaned themselves 
from all attachments to the flesh. She not only 
disapproved, but seemed to doubt the truth of this 
assertion; telling hiiii, with a look of disdain, that 
his art was not worth having, if one could not use 
It for the benefit of one’s pleasure; she had even 
penetration enough to take notice of an inconsis¬ 
tency in what he had advanced; and asked, why 
he himself exercised his knowledge for hire, if he 
was so much detached from all worldly concerns ? 
“ dome, come, doctor,” added she, “ you are in the 
right to be cautious against impertinent curiosity, 
but, perhaps, I may make it worth your while to 
be communicative.’’ 

These overtures were interrupted by % rap at the 
door, signifying the approach of anojier client; 
upon which the lady inquired for his private pas- 
s^e through which she might retire, without the 
risk of being scen^ When she understood he was 
deficient in that convenience, she withdrew into an 
empty room adjoining to the audience-chamber, in 
order to conceal herself from the observation of 
the new comer. This was no other than the ina- 
tnorata, who came, by appointment, to receive the 


solution of her doubts; and the misanthrope! glad 
of an opportunity to expose her to the censure of 
such an indefatigable minister of fame as the per¬ 
son who he knew would listen from the next apart¬ 
ment, laid her under the necessity of refreshing his 
remembrance with a recapitulation of her former 
confession, which was almost finished, when she 
was alarmed by a noise at the door, occasioned by 
two gentlemen, who attempted to enter by force. 

'Terrified at this uproar, which disconcerted the 
magician himself, she ran for shelter into the place 
which was pre-occupied by the other lady, who, 
hearing this disturbance, had closed the window- 
shutters, that she might have the better chance of 
remaining unknown. Here they ensconced them¬ 
selves in the utmost consternation, while the necro¬ 
mancer, after some recollection, ordered Hadgi to 
open the door, and admit the rioters, who, he hoped, 
would be overawed by the authority of his appear¬ 
ance. The janitor had no sooner obeyed his in¬ 
structions, than in rushed a young libertine, who 
had been for some time upon the town, together 
with his tutor, who was a worn-out debauchee, 
well known to the magician. They were both in 
that degree w intoxication necessary to prepare 
such dispositions for what they commonly call fro¬ 
lics, and the sober part of mankind feel to be extra¬ 
vagant outrages against the laws of their country, 
and the peace of their fellow-subjects. Having 
staggered up to the table, the senior, who under¬ 
took to be spokesman, saluted Cadwallader with, 

“ How do’bt do, old Capricorn ? Thou seem’st to 
be a most venerable pimp, and, I doubt not, hast 
abundance of discretion. Here is this young whore- 
master, a true chip of the old venereal block his 
father, and myselfi come for a comfortable cast of 
thy function. J don’t mean that stale pretence of 
conjuring—d—n futurity ; let us live for the pre¬ 
sent, old Haly. Conjure me up a couple of hale 
wenches, and, I warrant we shall get into the'magic 
circle in a twinkling. What says Galileo ? What 
says the Keverend Brahe? Here is a purse, you 
pimp. Hark, how it chinks 1 This is sweeter 
than the music of the spheres.” 

Our necromancer, perjilcxed at this rencontre, 
made no reply; but, taking up his wand, waved it 
around his head in a very mysterious motion, with 
a view of intimidating these forward visitants, who, 
far from being awed by this sort of evolution, be¬ 
came more and more obstreperous, and even threat¬ 
ened to pull him by the ^ard, if he would not 
immediately comply with their desire. Had he 
called his associate, or even Hadgi, to his aid, he 
knew he could have soon calmed their turbulence; 
but, being unwilling to run the risk of a discovery, 
or even of a riot, he bethought himself of chastising 
their insolence in another manner, that would he 
less hazardous, and rather more effectual. In con¬ 
sequence of this suggestion, he pointed his wand 
towards the door of the apartment in which the 
ladies had taken sanctuary; and the two rakes, un¬ 
derstanding the hint, rushed in without hesitation. 

The females, finding their place of retreat taken 
by assault, ran about the room in great conster¬ 
nation, and were immediately taken prisoners by 
the assailants, who, pulling them towards the win 
dowB, opened the shutters at the same instant of'^ 
time, when, strange to tell 1 one of the heroes dis¬ 
covered in the prize he had made, the very wife of 
his bosom; and his companion perceived that he 
had stumbled in the dark upon his own mother, 
a A 
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Th«T mutual astonishment was unspeakable at this 
eclaircissement, which produced an universal silence 
for the space of several minutes. During this pause, 
the ladieb having recollected themselves, an expos¬ 
tulation was begun by the elder of the two, who 
roundly took her son to task for his disorderly life, 
which laid her under the disagreeable necessity of 
watching his motions, and detecting him in such an 
infamous place. 

While the careftil mother thus exercised her talent 
for reprehension, the hopeful youn^ gentleman, 
with an hand in each fob, stood whistling an opera 
tune, without seeming to pay the most profound 
regard to his parent’s reproof; and the other lady, 
in imitation of such a consummate pattern, began 
to open upon her husband, whom she bitterly re¬ 
proached with his looseness and intemperance, 
demanding to know what he had to allege in alle¬ 
viation of his present misconduct. The surprise 
occasioned by such an unexpected meeting, had 
already, in a great measure, destroyed the effects of 
the wine he had so plentifully drank, and the first 
use he made of his recovered sfbriety, was to re¬ 
volve within himself tlie motives th^ could po.ssi- 
bly induce liis wife to give him the rendezvous in 
this manner. As he had good reason to believe 
she was utterly void of jealousy, he naturally 
placed this rencontre to the account of another 
passion; and his chagrin was not at all impaired 
by the effrontery with which she now prcsiiined to 
reprimand him. He listened to her, therefore, with 
a grave or rather grim aspect; and to the question 
with which she concluded her rebuke, answered, 
with great composure, “ All that I have to allege, 
madam, is, that the bawd has committed a mistake, 
in consequence of which we arc both diaappointed; 
and so, udies, your humble servant.” So saying, 
he retired, with manifest confusion in his looks; 
and as he passed through the audience-chamber, 
eyeing the conjurer askance, pronounced the epi¬ 
thet of precious rascal,-wilh great emphasis. Mean¬ 
while, the junior, like a dutifid child, handed his 
mamma to her chair; and the other client, after 
having reviled the necromancer, because he could 
not foresee this event, went away in a state of mor¬ 
tification. 

The coast being clear. Peregrine came forth from 
his den, and congratulated his friend upon the 
peaceable issue of the adventure which he had 
overheard j bn^ that he might not be exposed to 
such inconvenience for the,futurc, they resolved, 
that a grate should be fixed in the middle of the 
ontwarf door, through which the conjurer liimself 
might reconnoitre all the visitants, before their 
admission; so that, to those whose appearance he 
might not like, Hadgi should, without opening, give 
notice, that his master was engaged. By this ex¬ 
pedient too, they provided against those difficulties 
which Cadwallader must have encountered, in 
giving satisfaction to stranger^ whom he did not 
know: for the original intention of the founders 
was to confine the practice of their art to people of 
^hion only, most of whom were personally known 
to the counterfeit magician and his coadjutors. 

Indeed these associates, Cadwallader in par- 
ffcular, notwithstanding his boasted insight into 
the characters of life, never imagined that his 
pretended skill would be consulted by any but the 
weaker minded of the female sex, incited by that 
spirit of curiosity which he knew was implanted in 
meir nature; but, in the course of his practice, he 


found himself cultivated in his preternatural ca¬ 
pacity by people of all sexes, complexions, and 
degrees of reputation, and had occasion to observe, 
that, when the passions are concerned, howsoever 
cool, cautious, and deliberate the disposition may 
otherwise be, there is nothing so idle frivolous, or 
absurd, to w'hich they will not apply for encourage¬ 
ment and gratification. The last occurrence, ac¬ 
cording to the hopes and expectation of the 
confederates, was whispered about by the ladies 
concerned, in such a manner, that the whole affair 
was in a few days the universal topic of discourse, 
in which it was retailed with numVerless emliellish- 
ments, invented by the parties themselves, who had 
long indulged a pique at each other, and took this 
opportunity of enjoying their revenge. 

These incidents, while they regaled the spleen, 
at the same time augmented the renown of the 
conjurer, who was described on both sides as a 
very extraordinary person in his way; and the 
alteration in his door was no sooner performed, 
than he had occasion to avail himself of it, against 
the intrusion of a great many, with whom he would 
have found it very difficult to sujiport the fame he 
had acquired. 

Among those who appeared at his grate, he ])er- 
ceived a certain clergyman, whom he had long 
known an humble attendant on the great, and with 
some the reputed minister of their jileasures. This 
Levite had disguised himself in a great coat, boots, 
and dress quite foreign to the habit worn by those 
of his function; and, being admitted, attempted to 
impose himself as a country squire upon the con¬ 
jurer, who, calling him by his name, desired him to 
sit down. This reception corresiiondinp with the 
report he had heard, touching our magician’s art, 
the doctor said he would lay aside idl dissitnulation. 
After having professed an implicit belief, that his 
supernatural knowledge did not proceed from any 
communication with evil spirits, but was the im¬ 
mediate gift of heaven, he declared the intention 
of his coming, was to inquire into the health of a 
good friend and brother of his, who possessed a 
certain living in the country, which he named; 
and, as he was old and infirm, to know what space 
of time was allotted to him in this frail state of 
mortality, that he might have the melancholy sa¬ 
tisfaction of attending him in his last moments, and 
assisting him in his preparations for eternity. 

The conjurer, who at once perceived the purport 
of this question, after a solemn pause, during which 
he seemed absorbed in contemplation, delivered 
this response to his consulter: “ Though I foresee 
some occurrences, 1 do not pretend to be omniscient. 
I know not to what age that clergyman’s life will 
extend; but so far I can penetrate into the womb 
of time, as to discern, that the incumbent will 
survive his intended successor.” This dreadful 
sentence in a moment banished the blood from the 
face of the appalled consulter, who, hearing his own 
doom pronounced, began to tremble in every joint; 
be lifted op his eyes in the agony of fear, and 
saying, “ The will of God he done,” withdrew in 
silent despondence, his teeth chattering with terror 
and dismay. 

This client was succeeded bj^an old man about 
the age of seventy-five, who being resolved to 
purchase a lease, desired to be determined in the 
term of years by the necromancer’s advice, ob¬ 
serving, that, as he had no children of his own 
body, and had no regard for his heirs at law, the 
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{■urchasc would be made with a view to his own 
convenience only; and therefore, considering his 
age, he himself hesitated in the period of the lease, 
between thirty and threescore years. 

The conjurer, upon due delilwration, advised him 
to double the last specified term, because he distin¬ 
guished in his features something portending ex¬ 
treme old age and second childhood, and he ought 
to provide for that state of incapacity, which other¬ 
wise would be attended with infinite misery and 
affliction. Thesnperannuatedwretch, thunderstruck 
with this prediction, held up his hands, and in the 
first transports of his apprehension, exclaimed, 
“ Lord have mercy upon me! I have not where¬ 
withal to purchase such a long lease, and 1 have 
long outlived all my friends ; what then must be¬ 
come of me, sinner tliat I am, one hundred and 
twenty years hence!” Cadwallader, who enjoyed 
his terror, under pretence of alleviating his con¬ 
cern, told him that what he had prognosticated did 
not deprive him of the means which he and every 
person had in their power, to curtail a life of mis¬ 
fortune ; and the old gentleman went away, seem¬ 
ingly comforted with the assurance, that it would 
always be in his power to employ an halter for his 
own deliverance. 

Soon after the retreat of this elder, the magician 
was visited by one of those worthies known among 
the Romans by the appellation of Heredijn’irs, who 
had amassed a large fortune by a close attention to 
the immediate wants and weakness of raw inex¬ 
perienced heirs. This honourable usurer had sold 
an annuity upon the life of a young spendthrift, 
being thereto induced by the affirmation of his 
physician, who had assured him his patient's con¬ 
stitution was so rotten, that he could not live one 
year to an end. lie had, nevertheless, made shift 
to weather eighteen months, and now seemed more 
vigorous and healthy than he had ever been known: 
for he was supposed to have nourished an heredi¬ 
tary pox from his cradle. Alarmed at this altera¬ 
tion, the seller came to consult Gadwalladcr, not 
only about the life of the annuitant, but also con¬ 
cerning the state of his health at the time of his 
purchasing the annuity, purposing to sue the phy¬ 
sician for false intelligence, should the conjurer 
declare that the young man was sound when the 
doctor pronounced him diseased. But this was a 
piece of satisfaction he did not obtain from the 
misanthrope, who, in order to punish his sordid 
disposition, gave him to understand, that the phy¬ 
sician had told him the truth, and nothing but the 
truth ; and that the young gentleman was in a fair 
way of attaining a comfortable old age. “ That is 
to say,” cried the client, in the impatience of his 
mortification at this answer, “ bating accidents; 
for, thank God, the annuitant does not lead the 
most regular life. Besides, I am credibly informed 
he is choleric and rash, so that he may be concerned 
in a duck Then there are such things as riots in 
the street, in w'hich a rake’s skull may be casually 
cracked; he may be overturned in a coach, overset 
in the river, thrown from a vicious horse, over¬ 
taken with a cold, endangered by a surfeit; but 
what I place my chief confidence in, is an hearty 
pox, a iBstemper which hath been fa^ to his whole 
family. Not but that the issue of all these things 
is uncertain, and expedients might be found which 
would more effectimlly answer the purpose. I 
know they have arts in India, by which a man can 
secure his cwn interest, in the salutation of a 


friendly shake by the hand; and I don't doubt that 
you, who have lived in that country, are master of 
the secreL To be sure, if you was inclined to com¬ 
municate such a nostrum, there are abundance of 
people who would purchase it at a very high price.” 

Cadwallader understood this insinuation, and was 
tempted to amuse him in such a manner as would 
tend to his disgrace and confusion ; but, consider¬ 
ing that the case was of too criminal a nature to 
be tampered with, he withstood his desire of pum- 
isliing this rapacious cormorant any other way than 
by telling him he would not impart the secret for 
his whole fortune ten times doubled; so that the 
usurer retired, very much dissatisfied with the issue 
of his consultation. 

The next person who presented himself at this 
altar of intelligence, was an author, who recom¬ 
mended himself to a gratis advice, by observing, 
that a prophet and poet were known by the same 
appellation among the ancients; and that, at this 
day, both the one and the otlicr spoke by inspiration. 
The conjurer refused to own this affinity, which, 
he said, fonnerly subsisted, because both species of 
the Votes wgre the children of fiction; but as he 
himself did not fall under that predicament, he 
begged leave to disown all connexion with the 
family of the poets; and the poor author would 
have been dismissed without his errand, though he 
ofl'ered to leave an ode as security for the magician’s 
fee, to be paid from the profits of his first third 
night, had not Cadwallader’s curiosity prompted 
him to know the subject of this gentleman’s inquiry, 
lie therefore told him, that, in consideration of lus 
genius, he would for once satisfy him without a 
fee; and desired him to specify the doubts in which 
he wished to be resolved. 

The son of Parnassus, glad ot this condescension, 
for which he thanked the necromancer, gave him to 
understand, that he had some time before presented 
a play in manuscript to a certain great man, at the 
head of taste, who had not only read and approved 
the perfonnance, but also undertaken to introduce 
and support it on the stage; that he, the author, was 
assured by this patron, that the play was already, 
in consequence of his recommendation, accepted by 
one of the managers, who had faithfully promised 
to bring it to light; but that when he waited on 
this said manager, to know when he intended to 
put his production in rehearsal, the man declared 
he had never seen or heard of the piece. “ Now, 
Mr. Conjurer,” said he, “ I want to know whether 
or not my play has been presented, and if I have 
any sort of chance of seeing it acted this winter.” 

Cadwallader, who had, in his younger days, 
sported among tlie theatrical muses, began to lose 
his temper at this question, which recalled the 
remembrance of his own disappointments; and 
despatched the author with an abrupt answer, im¬ 
porting that the affairs of the stage were altogether 
without the sphere of his divination, being entirety 
regulated by the damions of dissimulation, igno¬ 
rance, and caprice. 

It would be an endless task to recount every in 
dividual response which our magician delivered in 
the course of his conjuration. He was consulted 
in all cases of law, physic, and trade, over and 
above the ordinary subjects of marriage and forni¬ 
cation ; his advice and assistance were solicited by 
sharpers, who desired to possess an infitllible me¬ 
thod of cheating unpcrceived; by fortune-hunters, 
who wanted to make prize of widows and heiresses; 
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by debauchees, who were disposed to lie with other 
men’s wives; by coxcombs, who longed for the 
death of tlieir fathers; by wenches with child, who 
wished themselves rid of their burdens ; by mer¬ 
chants, who had insured above value, and thirsted 
after the news of a wreck; by underwriters, who 
prayed for the gift of prescience, that they might 
venture money upon such ships only as should per¬ 
form the voyage in safety; by Jews, who wanted 
to foresee the fluctuations of stock; by usurers, 
who advance money upon undecided causes; by 
clients, who were dubious of the honesty of their 
counsel. In short, all matters of uncertain issue 
were appealed to this tribunal; and, in point of 
calculation, De Moivrey was utterly neglected. 

CHAPTEK LXXXIV. 

Ibe Conjurer and his Associate execute a plan of Vengeance 

against certain Inlldels who pretend to despise their 

Art; and Peregrine achieves an Adventure with a young 
Nobleman. 

Bv these means, the whole variety of characters, 
undisguised, passed, as it were, in review before the 
confederates, who, ly divers ingcniousOontrivances, 
punished the most flagrant offenders with as much 
severity as the nature of their plan would allow. At 
length they projected a scheme for chastising a num¬ 
ber of their own acquaintance, who had ail along 
professed the utmost contempt for the talent of this 
conjurer, which they endeavoured to ridicule in all 
companies, where his suprising art was the subject of 
discourse; not that they had sense and discernment 
enough to perceive the absurdity of his pretensions, 
but Reeled a singularity of opinion, with a view 
of insulting the inferior understandings of those 
who were deceived by such an idle impostor. 

Peregrine, indeed, for obvious reasons, had al¬ 
ways espoused their judgment in this ease, and 
joined them in reviling the public character of his 
friend. But he knew how far the capacities of 
those virtuosi extended, and had frequently caught 
them in the fact of recounting their exploits against 
the conjurer, which were the productions of their 
own invention only. On these considerations, his 
wrath was kindled against them, and he accordingly 
concerted measures with his coadjutor, for over¬ 
whelming them with confusion and dismay. 

In the first place, a report was spread by his 
emissaries, that the magician had undertaken to en¬ 
tertain their view with the appearance of any person 
whom his customers should desire to sec, whether 
dead, or at the distance of a thousand leagues. 
This extraordinary proposal chancing to be the 
subject of conversation in a place where most of 
those infidels were assembled, they talked of it in 
the usual style, and some of them swore the fellow 
ought to be pilloried for his presumption. 

Our hero, seizing this favourable opportunity, 
acquiesced in their remarks, and observed, with 
great vehemence, that it would be a meritorious 
action to fiut the rascal to the proof, and then toss him 
in a blanket for non-performance. They were won¬ 
derfully pleased with this suggestion, and forthwith 
determined to try the experiment; though, as they 
understood the apparition would be produced to 
one only at a time, they could not immediately 
agree in the choice of the person who should stand 
tile first brunt of the magician’s skill. While each 
of them severally excused himself from this pre¬ 
ference on various pretences. Peregrine readily 
undertook the post, expressing great confidence of 


the conjurer’s incapacity to give him the least cause 
of apprehension. 

This point being settled, they detached one of 
their number to Crabtree, in order to bespeak and 
adjust the hour and terms of the operation, which 
he insisted upon performing at his own apartment, 
where everything was prepared for the occasion. 
At the appointed time, they went thither in a body, 
to the number of seven, in full expectation of de¬ 
tecting the impostor; and were received with such 
gloomy formahty, as seemed to have an effect upon 
the countenances of some among them; though 
they were encouraged by the vivacity of Pickle, 
who affected a double share of petulance, for the 
more eff ectual aecomplishment of his purpose. 

Cadwallader made no reply to the interrogations 
they uttered, in the levity of their insolence, at the 
first entrance, but ordered lladgi to conduct them 
through the next room, that they might see there 
was no previous apparatus to affright their deputy 
with objects foreign to his undertaking. They 
found nothing but a couple of wax tapers burning 
on a table that stood with a chair by it in the mid¬ 
dle of the apartment, and returned to the audience 
chamber, leaving Peregrine by himself, to encounter 
the phantom of that person whom they should, 
without his knowledge, desire the magician to con¬ 
jure up to his view. 

All the doors being shut, and the company 
seated, a profound silence ensued, together with a 
face of dreadful expectation, encouraged by the 
blue flame of the candles, which were tippl'd with 
sulphur for that purjiose, and heightened by the 
dismal sound of a large bell, which lladgi tolled in 
the antechamber. Cadwallader having thus prac¬ 
tised upon their ignorance and fear, desired them 
to name the person to be produced. After some 
whispers among themselves, one of them look the 
pen, and, writing the name of Commodore Trun¬ 
nion upon a slip of jiapcr, put it into the hands of 
the magician, who rose from his seat, and, opening 
the door of his closet, displayed to their view a 
skull, with thigh bones crossed, upon a table covered 
with black cloth. 

This melancholy spectacle made a remarkable 
impression upon the imaginations of the company, 
already prejiossessed by the previous ceremony; 
and they began to survey one another with looks of 
consternation, while Cadwallader, shutting himself 
in the closet, that was contiguous to the chamber 
in which his friend 1‘eregrine was stationed, thrust 
the label with his uncle’s name through a small 
chink in the partition, according to agreement, 
muttering at the time a sort of gibberish, that 
increased the panic of his audience; then returning 
to his chair, the knell was tolled again, and I'lckle 
called aloud, “O—n your mummery, why don’t 
you despatch ? ” 

This was a signal to Crabtree, who thus certified 
if his having received the paper, stood up and 
waved his wand in the figure of an S. The motion 
being thrice performed, their cars were all of a 
sudden invaded by a terrible noise in the next 
room, accompanied with the voice of Peregrine, 
who exclaimed, in a tone of horror and amazement. 

Guard me. Heaven 1 my uncle Tninnion I” This 
ejaculation had such an effect upon the hearers, 
teat two of them swooned with tear, a third fell 
upon his knees, and prayed aloud, while the other 
three, in a transport of dismay and distraction, 
burst open the dour, and rushed into the haunted 
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chamber, where they fonnd the table and chair 
oTerturned, and Peregrine extended (in all ap¬ 
pearance) without sense or motion upon the floor. 

They immediately began to chafe his temples, 
and the first symptom of his recovery which they 
perceived was a hollow groan; after which he 
pronounced these words : “ Merciful powers I if I 
live I saw the commodore with his black patch, in 
the very clothes he wore at my sister’s wedding.' 
This declaration completed their astonishment and 
terror; they observed a wildness in his looks, which 
he seemed to bend on something concealed from 
their view; and were infected by his appearance 
to such a pitch of superstition, that it would have 
been an easy matter to persuade them that the 
chair and table were apparitions of their forefathers. 
1 lowevcr, they conducted Peregrine into the council 
chamber, where the conjurer and Hadgi were em¬ 
ployed in ministering to those who liad fainted. 
The patients having retrieved the use of their 
facultie.s, Cadwallader, assuming a double portion 
of severity in his aspect, asked if they were not 
ashamed of their former incredulity; declaring, 
that he was ready to give them more convincing 
proofs of his art upon the spot, and would im¬ 
mediately recall three generations of their pro¬ 
genitors from the dead if they were disposed to 
relish such company. Then turning to one of them, 
whose grandfather had been hanged, “ Are you,” 
said he, “ ambitious of seeing the first remarkable 
jwrsonagc of your family ? Say the word, and he 
shall apiK-ar.” 

'J’his youth, who had been the mosst insolent and 
obstreperous in the whole society, and was now 
depressed with the same proportion of fear, alarmed 
at the proposal, assured the magician he had no 
curiosity of that sort remaining; and that what he 
had already seen would, he hoped, have a good 
efiect upon his future life and conversation. Every 
one of these heroes made an acknowledgment and 
profession of the same kind, some of which were 
attended with tears; and lladgi having provided 
chairs ib’’ the whole company, they departed ex¬ 
ceedingly crest-fallen. Two of the number actually 
sickened with the agitation they luid undergone, 
while our hero and his associate made themselves 
merry with the success of their enterprise. 

But this scheme of fortune-telling did not engross 
his whole attention ; he still eontinued to maintain 
his appearance in the heau monde; and, as his 
expense far exceeded his income, strove to contract 
iiitinmcies with people of interest and power; he 
showed himself regularly at court, paid his respects 
to them in all places of )iuhlie. diversion, and 
frequently entered into their parties, either of 
pleasure or cards. In the course of this cultivation, 
he happened one evening, at a certain chocolate- 
house, to overlook a match at piquet, in which he 
perceived a couple of sharpers making a prey of a 
yotmg nobleman, who hatl neither temper nor skill 
sufficient to cope with such antagonists. 

Our hero, being a professed enemy to all knights 
of industry, could not bear to see them cheat in 
public with such insolent audacity. Uuder pretence 
of commutiicating some business of importance, he 
liegged the favour of speaking to the young gentle¬ 
man in another comer of the room, and in a 
friendly manner cautioned him against his op¬ 
ponents. This hot-headed representative, far from 
thinking or owning himself obliged to 'Pickle for 
his good counsel, looked upon his advice as an 


insult upon his understanding; and replied, with an 
air of ferocious displeasure, that he knew how to 
take care of his own concerns, and would not snfifer 
either him or them to bubble him out of a shilling. 

I'eregrine, offended at the association, os well as 
at the ingratitude and folly of this conceited cox¬ 
comb, expressed his resentment, by telling him, 
that he expected at least an acknowledgment for 
his candid intention; but he found his intellects too 
much warped by his vanity to perceive his own 
want of capacity and experience. Inflamed by 
this reproof, the young nobleman challenged him 
to play for five hundred pounds, with many op¬ 
probrious, or at least contemptuous terms of defiance, 
which provoked our hero to accept the proposal. 
After the other had disengaged himself from the 
old rooks, who were extremely mortified at the 
interraption, the two young champions sat down, 
and fortune acting with uncommon impartiality. 
Pickle, by the superiority of his talents, in two 
hours won to the amount of as many thousand 
pounds, for which he was obliged to take his 
antagonist’s note, the sharpers having previously 
secured his ready money. 

Frantic with his loss, the rash young man would 
have continued the game, and doubled stakes cvei^ 
time; so that Peregrine might have increased his 
acquisition to ten times the sum he had gained; 
but he thought he had already sufiiciently chastised 
the presumption of the challenger, and was un¬ 
willing to cmiiower fortune to ravish him from the 
fruits of his success; he therefore declined my 
lord’s proposal, unless he would play for ready 
money; and his lordship having in vain tried his 
credit among the company, our adventurer with¬ 
drew, leaving him in an ecstasy of rage and 
disappointment 

As the insolence of his behaviour had increased 
with his ill luck, and he had given vent to divers 
expressions which Peregrine took amiss, our young 
gentleman resolved to augment his punishment, by 
teasing him with demands which could not, he 
knew, be immediately satisfied ; and next day sent 
Pipes to his father’s house with the note, which 
was drawn jiayablc upon demand. The debtor, who 
had gone to bed half distracted with his misfortune, 
finding himself waked with such a disagreeable 
dun, lost all patience, cursed Pickle, threatened 
his messenger, blasphemed with horrible execra¬ 
tions, and made such a noise as reached the ears of 
his father, who, ordering his son to be called into 
his presence, examined him about the cause of that 
uproar, which had disturbed the whole family. 'The 
young gentleman, after having essayed to amuse 
him with sundry equivocations, which served only 
to increase his suspicion, and desire of knowing 
the truth, acknowledged that he had lost some 
money over night at eard.s, to a gamester who had 
been so impertinent as to send a message, demanding 
it that morning, though he had told the fellow that 
it would not suit him to pay him immediately. The 
father, who was a man of honour, reproached him 
with great severity for his profligate behaviour in 
general, and this scandalous debt in particular, 
which he believed to lie some trifle; then giving 
him a bank note for five hundred pounds, com¬ 
manded him to go and discharge it without loss of 
time. This well-principled heir took the money; 
but, instead of waiting upon his creditor, he forth¬ 
with repaired to the gaming-house, in. hopes of 
retrieving his loss; and, before he rose from th« 
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table, saw his note mortgaged for seven-eighths of 
its Taiae. 

Meanwhile, Fickle, incensed at the treatment 
which his servant had received, and informed of his 
lordship’s second loss, which aggravated his resent¬ 
ment, determined to preserve no medium; and, 
taking out a writ the same day, put it iminediately 
in execution upon the body of his debtor, just as 
he slept into his chair at the door of l^itc’s 
Chocolate-house. The prisoner being naturally 
fierce and haughty, attemjrted to draw upon the 
bailiffs, who disarmed him in a twinkling; and this 
effort served only to heighten his disgrace ; which 
was witnessed by a thousand people, most of whom 
laughed very heartily at the adventure of a lord’s 
being arrested. 

Such a public transaction could not long escape 
the knowledge of his father, who that very day had 
the satisfaction to hear that his son was in a 
spunging-honsc. In consequence of this informa¬ 
tion, he sent his steward to learn the particulars of 
the arrest, and was equally offended, surprised, and 
concerned, when ho understood the nature of the 
debt, which he imagined his son had already dis¬ 
charged. Unwilling to pay such a considerable 
sum for a spendthrift, whom he had but too much 
indulged, and who in less than one week might 
involve himself in such another difficulty, the old 
gentleman wrote a letter tg Peregrine, representing 
what a hardship it would be upon him to forfeit 
such sums by the indiscretion of a son, whose 
engagements he was not bound to fulfil, and de¬ 
siring some mitigation in his demand, as it was not 
a debt contracted for value received, but incurred 
without subjecting him to the least damage or 
inconvenience. 

Our adventurer no sooner received this letter, 
than he went in person to wait upon the author, to 
whom he, in a candid manner, related the par¬ 
ticular circumstances of the match, together with 
the ingratitud(‘ and audacity of his son, which he 
owned had stimulated him to such measures as he 
otherwise would have scorned to take, 'riie noble¬ 
man acknowledged that the revenge was hardly 
adeqtnite to the provocation, and condemned the 
conduct of his son with such justice and integrity, I 
as disarmed Peregrine of his resentment, and dis- ] 
posed him to give an undoubted proof of his own 
disinterestedness, which he immediately exhibited, 
by producing the note, and tearing it to pieces, 
after having assured his lordship that the writ 
should be withdrawn, and the prisoner discharged 
before night. 

The carl, who perfectly well understood the 
value of money, and was no stranger to the cha¬ 
racters of mankind, stood amazed at this sacrifice, 
wliich Pickle protested was offered by his esteem 
for his lordship; and, after having complimented 
him upon his generosity, in a very uncommon 
strain of encomium, begged the favour of his 
acquaintance, and insisted upon his dining with 
him next day. The youth, proud of having met 
with such an opportunity to distinguish himself, in 
less than an hour performed every article of his 
promise; and in the morning was visited by the 
debtor, who came, by the express order of his 
father, to thank him for the obligation under which 
he was laid, and to ask pardon for the offence he 
had given. 

This epndesccnsion was very glorious for our 
hero, who graciously received his submission, and 


accompanied him to dinner, where he was caressed 
by the old earl with marks of particular affection 
and esteem. Nor was his gratitude confined to 
exterior civility; he offered him the use of his 
interest at court, which was vei 7 powerful, and 
repeated his desire of serving him so pressingly, 
that Peregrine thought he could not dispense with 
the opportunity of assisting his absent friend God¬ 
frey, in whose behalf he begged the influence of 
his lordship. 

The earl, pleased with this request, which was 
another proof of the young gentleman’s benevo¬ 
lence, said, he would not fail to pay the utmost 
regard to his recommendation; and in six weeks a 
captain’s commission was actually signed for the 
brother of Emilia, who was very agreeably sur¬ 
prised at the Intimation he received from the war 
office, though he was utterly ignorant of the canal 
through which he obtained that promotion. 

CHAPTER LXXXV. 

Pereprinc is celctirated as a Wit and Patron, and proceeds to 

entertain himSLlf at the expenae of whom it did concern. 

In the mean time, Peregrine flourished in the gay 
scenes of life, and, as I have already observed, had 
divers opportunities of jirofiting in the way of 
marriage, had not his ambition been a little 
too inordinate, and his heart still biassed by a 
passion, which all the levity of youth could not 
balance, nor all the pride of vanity overcome. Nor 
was our hero unmarked in the world of letters and 
taste. He had signalized himself in several poetical 
productions, by which he htul acquired a good 
share of reputation. Not that the pieces were such 
as ought to have done much honour to his genius; 
but any tolerable perforiiianee from a person of his 
figure and supposed fortune, will always be con¬ 
sidered by the bulk of readers as an instance of 
astonishing capacity; though the very same pro¬ 
duction, ushered into the world with the name of 
an author in less affluent circumstances, would be 
justly disregarded and despised; so much is the 
o))inion of most people influenced and overawed by 
ridiculous considerations. 

Be this as it will, our young gentleman was no 
sooner distinguished as an author, than he was 
marked out as a patron by all the starving retainers 
to poetry; he was solemnized in odes, celebrated 
in epigrams, and fed with the milk of soft dedica¬ 
tion. His vanity even relished this incense; and, 
though his leason could not help despising those 
that offered it, not one of them was sent away 
unowned by his munificence. He began to think 
himself, in good earne.st, that superior genius which 
their flattery had described; he cultivated acipiaint- 
ance with the wits of fashion, and even composed in 
secret a number of lions mots, which he uttered in 
company as the impromptus of his imagination. 
In this practice, indeed, he imitated some of the 
most renowned geniuses of the age, who, if the 
truth were known, have laboured in secret, with 
the sweat of their brows, for many a reparti-e 
which they have vended as the immediate produc¬ 
tion of fancy and expression. He was so success¬ 
ful in this exercise of his talents, that his fame 
actually came in competition with that great man 
who had long sat at the helm of wit; and, in a 
dialogue that once happened between them, on the 
subject of a cork-screw, wherein the altercation 
was discharged (according to Bayes), slap for slap. 
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dash for dash, our hero was judged to have the 
better of his lordship, by some of Ae minor satel¬ 
lites, that commonly surround and reflect tlie rays 
of such mighty luminaries. 

In a word, he dipped himself so far in these 
literary amusements, that he took the management 
of the pit into his direction, putting himself at the 
head of those critics who call themselves the town j 
and in that capacity chastised several players, who 
had been rendered insolent and refractory by un¬ 
merited success. As for the new productions of the 
stage, though generally unspirited and insipid, they 
always enjoyed the Inmefit of his influence and 
protection; because he never disliked the perform¬ 
ance so much as he sympathised with the poor 
author, who stood behind the scenes in tlic most 
dreadful suspense, trembling, as it were, on tlic 
very brink of damnation. Yet, though be extended 
bis generosity and compassion to the bumble and 
needy, he never let slip one opportunity of mor¬ 
tifying villany and arrogance. Had ^e executive 
power of the legislature been vested in him, he 
would have doubtless devised strange species of 
punishment for all offendci's against humanity and 
decorum; but, restricted as be was, he employed 
his invention in subjecting them to the ridicule and 
contempt of their fellow-snbjects. 

It was with this view he set on foot the scheme 
of conjuration, which was still happily carried on, 
and made use of tbeintelligeiiec of bis friend ('ad- 
wallader; though he sometimes converted this ad¬ 
vantage to the purposes of gallantry, being, as the 
reader may have perceived, of a very amorous com¬ 
plexion. He not only acted the reformer, or rather 
the Ciustigator, in the fashionable world, hut also 
exercised his talents among the inferior class of 
people, who chanced to incur his displeasure. 

One mischievous plan that entered our hero’s 
imagination, was suggested by two advertisements 
published in the same paper, by luTsons who 
wanted to borrow certain sums of money, for which 
they promised to give undeniable security. I’ere- 
grine,from the style and manner of both, concluded 
they were written by attorneys, a species of people 
for whom he entertained his uncle’s aversion. In 
order to amuse himself and some of his friends 
with their disappointment, he wrote a letter signed 
A. H. to each advertiser, according to the address 
specified in the newspaper, importing, that if he 
would come with his writings to ii certain coffee¬ 
house near the Temple, precisely at six in the 
evening, he would find a person sitting in the right 
hand box next to the window, who would be glad 
to treat with him about the suliject of his advertise¬ 
ment; and, should his security he liked, would 
accommodate him with the sum which he wanted 
to raise. Heforc the hour of this double appoint¬ 
ment, I’iekle, with his friend Cadwalladcr, and a 
few more gentlemen, to whom he had thought 
proper to communicate the plan, went to the coff'ec- 
nou.se, and seated themselves near the jilace that 
was de.stined for thejr meeting. 

The hope of getting money had such an evident 
effect upon their punctuality, that one of them 
arrived a considerable time before the hour; and 
having reconnoitred the room, took his station ac¬ 
cording to the direction he had received, fixing his 
eye upon a clock that stood heforc him, and asking 
of the bar-keeper, if it was not too slow. He had 
not remained in this posture many minutes, when 
be was joined by a strange figure that waddled into 


the room, with a bundle of papers in his bosom, 
and the sweat running over his nose. Seeing a 
man in the box to which he had been directed, he 
took it for granted he was the lender: and as soon 
as he could recover his breath, which was almost 
exhausted by the despatch he had made, “ Sir,” 
said he, “I presume you are the gentleman I was to 
meet about that loan.’’—^Here.he was interrupted by 
the other, who eagerly replied, “ A. B. Sir, I sup¬ 
pose.” “ The same,” cried the last comer, “ 1 was 
afraid I should be too late; for I was detained be¬ 
yond my expectation by a nobleman at the other 
end of the town, that wants to mortgage a small 
trifle of his estate, about a thousand a year; and 
my watch happens to be in the hands of the maker, 
having met with an accident a few nights ago, 
which set it asleep. But, howsomever, there is no 
time lost, and I hope this affair will be transacted 
to the satisfaction of us both. For my own part 
1 love to do good ofiices myself, and therefore I ex¬ 
pect nothing but what is fair and honest of other 
people.” 

His new friend was exceedingly comforted-by 
this declaration, which he considered as a happy 
omen of his success; and the hope of fingering the 
cash operated visibly in his countenance, while he 
expressed his satisfaction at meeting with a person 
of such candour and humanity. “ The pleasure,” 
Siiid he, “ of dealing with an easy conscientious man, 
i.s, in my opinion, superidr to that of touching all the 
money upon earth; for what joy can be compared 
with what a generous mind feels in befriending its 
fellow-creatures? I was never so happy in my 
life, as at one time, in lending five hundred iiounds 
to a worthy gentleman in distress, without insisting 
ujion rigid security. Sir, one may easily distinguish 
an upright man by his countenance. For example 
now, 1 tliink I could take your word for ten thou¬ 
sand pounds.” 'The other, with great joy, protested, 
that he was right in his conjecture, and returned 
the compliment a thousand fold. By wliich means, 
the expectation of both was wound up to a very 
interesting jutch; and both, at the same instant, 
began to produce their p;ipers, in the untying of 
which their hands shook with transports of eager¬ 
ness and impatience; while their eyes were so in¬ 
tent upon their work, that they did not perceive the 
occupation of each other. 

At length, one of them, having got the start of 
the other, and unrolled several skins of musty parch¬ 
ment, directed his view to the employment of his 
friend; and seeing him fumbling at his bundle, 
asked if that wjis a blank bond and conveyance 
which he had brought along with him. The other, 
without lifting up his eyes, or desisting from his 
endeavours to loose- the knot, which by this time 
he had applied to his teeth, answered this question 
in the negative, observing that the papers in his 
hand were the security which he proposed to give 
for the money. 

This reply converted the looks of the inquirer 
into a stare of infinite solidity, aecompanied with 
the word, Anan I which he pronounced in a tone of 
fear and astonishment. The other, alarmed at this 
note, cast his eyes towards the supposed lender, and 
was in a moment infected by his aspect All the 
exultation of hope that sparkled in their eyes was 
now succeeded by disappointment and dismay; and 
while they gassed ruefully at each other, their fea¬ 
tures were gradually elongated, like the transient 
curls of a middle-row periwig. 
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This emphatic silence was, however, broke by 
the last comer, who in a faltering accent, desire 
the other to recollect the contents of his letter. 
“ Of yonr letter 1” cried the first, putting into his 
hand&e advertisement he had receivcdfromPicklci 
which he had no sooner perused, than he produced 
his own for the satisfaction of the other party. So 
that another gloomy pause ensued, at the end of 
which, each uttered a profound sigh, or rather 
groan, and, rising up, sneaked off without further 
communication; he who seemed to be the most 
afflicted of the two, taking bis departure, with an 
exclamation of “ Humbugged egad!” 

Such were the amusements of our hero, though 
the^ did not engross bis whole time, some part of 
which was dedicated to nocturnal riots and revels, 
among a set of young noblemen, who had de¬ 
nounced war against temperance, economy, and 
common sense, and were indeed the devoted sons 
of tumult, waste, and prodigality. Not that Pere¬ 
grine relished those scenes, which were a succession 
of absurd extravagance, devoid of all true spirit, 
taste, or enjoyment But his vanity prompted him 
to mingle with those who are entitled the choice 
sp rits of the age; and his disposition was so jiliablc, 
as to adapt itself easily to the measures of his com¬ 
pany, where he had not influence enough to act in 
the capacity of a director. Their rendezvous was 
a certain tavern, which might be properly styled 
the 'I'emple of Excess, where they left the choice 
of their fare to the discretion of the landlord, that 
tliej" might save theniselvcs the pains of exercising 
their own reason; and, in oifier to avoid the trouble 
of adjusting the bill, ordered the waiter to declare 
how much every individual must pay, without spe¬ 
cifying the articles of the charge. 'J’liis proportion 
generally amounted to two guineas per head for 
each dinner and supper, and frequently exceeded 
that sum; of which the landlord durst not abate, 
without running the risk of having his nose slit fur 
bis moderation. 

But this was puny expense compared with that 
which they often incurred, by the damage done to the 
furniture and servants, in die madness of their in¬ 
toxication, as well as the loss they sustained at 
hazard, an amusement to which aU of them had 
recourse in the progress of their debauches. This 
elegant diversion was introduced, encouraged, and 
promoted by a crew of rapacious sharpers, who had 
made themselves necessary coiupaiiious to this 
hopeful generation, by the talents of pimping and 
bufl'oonery. Though they were universally known, 
even by those they preyed upon, to have no other 
means of earning their livelihood, than the most 
infamous and fraudulent practices, they were ca¬ 
ressed and courted by these infatuated dupes, « hen 
a man of honour, who would not join in their 
excesses, would have been treated with the utmost 
indignity and contemiit. 

Though Peregi'ine, in his heart, detested those 
abandoned courses, and was a professed enemy to 
the whole society of gamesters, whom he consi¬ 
dered, and always treated, as the foes of human 
kind,he was insensibly aecnstonied to licentious riot, 
and even led imperceptibly into play by those cor¬ 
morants, who are no less dangerous in the art of 
cheating, than by their consummate skill in working 
up the passions of unwary youth. They are, for 
the most part, naturally cool, phlegmatic, and crafty, 
and, by a lung habit of dissimulation, have gained 
an absolute dominion over the liasty passions of the 


heart; so that they engage with manifest advantago 
over the impatience and impetuosity of a warm 
undesiguing temper, like that of our young gentle¬ 
man, who, when he was heated with wine, misled 
by example, invited on one hand, and defied on the 
other, forgot all his maxims of caution and sobriety, 
and plunging into the reigning folly of the place, 
had frequent occasions to mortise in the morning 
upon the loss of the preceding night. 

These penitential reflections were attended with 
many laudable resolutions of profiting by the expe¬ 
rience which he had so dearly purchased; but he 
was one of those philosophers who always put offl 
till another day, the commencement of their re¬ 
formation. 


CHAPTER LXXXVr. 

Peregrine receives a Letter from Hatchway, in consequence 
of which he repairs to the Garrison, and performs the last 
oiliccs to his Aunt. Ue is visited by Mr. Gauntlet, who 
invites him to hts Marriage. 

In tliis circle of amusements our hero’s time wm 
parcelled out, and few young gentlemen of the age 
enjoyed life with greater relish, iiotHithstaiiding 
those intervening checks of reason, which served 
only to whet his appetite for a repetition of tlie 
pleasures she so prudently condenmed; when he 
received the following letter, by which he was 
determined to visit his estate in the country. 

*' Cousin Pjcklk,—I hope you are in a better trim than 
your aunt, who hath been last moored to her bed these seven 
weeks, by several feet of under-water lodgingm lier hold and 
hollup, whereby I doubt her planks are rotted so that she 
cannot choose but fall to pieces in a short time. ] have done 
all in my power to keep her tight and easy, and free from 
sudden squalls that might overstrain her. And here have 
been the doctors, who have scuttled her lower deck, and let 
out six gallons of water. For my oun part, I wonder how 
tlie devil it came tliere; for you know as liow it was a liquor 
she never took in. But as for those fellows the doctors, they 
arc like unskilful carpentcis, that in mending one leak make 
a couple; and so she fills again apace. But the worst sign 
of all IS this here, she won't let a diop of Nantz go bi^tween 
the combings of licr tcetli, and has quite lost the rudder of 
her understanding, whereby she yaws woundily in her s]>cccli, 
palavering atiout some foreign part called the New Geereu- 
salem, and wishing herself in a safe birth in the river Geor- 
dun. The parson, I must say, strives to keep her steady, 
conceming the navigation of her soul, and talks very sensibly 
ol chanty and the poor, wheieol she hath left a le|f^y oftwo 
hundred pounds in her will. And here has been Mr. Gama¬ 
liel and your brother my lord, demanding entrance at the 
gate, in order to see her, but 1 would not suffer them to come 
aboard, and pointed my patereroes, which made them sheer 
off. Your 5istpr, Mrs. Clovci, keeps close watch upon her 
kinswuman, without ever turning in, and a kind hearted 
young woman it is. 1 should be glad to see you at the gar¬ 
rison, it the w ind of your inchiiatiun siis that way ; and may¬ 
hap It may be a comfort to your aunt, to behold you alongside 
ul her, when her anchor is apeak. So no more at present, 
hut lests, Your friend and humble servant to command, 
“John Hatchway.’' 

Kext moniing, after the receipt of this epistle, 
Peregrine, in order to manifest his regard to his 
auut, as well as his friendship for honest Jack, set 
out on horseback for their habitation, attended by 
Pipes ^ ho longtHi to see his old messmate; hut, 
before he had reached the garrison, Mrs. Hatchway 
had given up the ghost, in the threescore and film 
year of her age. The widower seemed to bear his 
loss with resignation, and behaved very decently 
upon the occasion, though he did not undergo those, 
dangi'rous transpoitAof sorrow', which some tender¬ 
hearted husbands have felt at the departure of their 
wives. The licutouant was naturally a philosopher. 
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and «o ▼ell disposed to acquiesce in the dispensa¬ 
tions of providence, that in this, as well as in every 
other emergency of his life, he firmly believed, that 
everything which happened was for the best 
Peregrine’s task, therefore, was not so great in 
comforting him, as in consoling his own sister, 
who, with great poignancy and sincerity of grief, 
lamented the death of the only relation with whon 
she had maintained any intimacy of correspondence 
for her mother was as implacable as ever, in he 
enmity against her and Peregrine, and rather mon 
determined in her rancour; that which was origi 
nally a sadden transjwt of indignation, being b 
this time settleti into a confirmed inveteracy o 
hate. As for Gam, who was now dignified by th 
country people with the appellation of the youn| 
squire, he still acted in the capacity of minister t 
the caprice and vengeance of his mother, taking al 
opportunities of disturbing .Julia’s peace, slandering 
her reputation, and committing outrages against the 
tenants and domestics of her husband, who was a 
man of a quiet and timorous disposition. 

lint the chief amusement of young Pickle, in hii 
later years, was the chase, in which he acquired 
some renown by his intrepidity and remarkabh 
figure, which improved every day in deformity 
insomuch, as to suggest a ludicrous scheme of re 
vengc to a gentleman in the neighbourhood. Ilav 
ing been affronted by the insolence of Grookback 
he clothed a large baboon that was in his possession 
in a dress that resembled the hunting ecpiipage o 
Gam; and ordering the animal to be set astride 
and tied upon the back of his keenest hunter, 
turned them out one day after the hounds. 'Phe 
horse in a little time outstripping all the rest in the 
field, tlie rider wiis mistaken for (Jam by the who! 
company, who saluted him as he passed with i 
halloo, observing, that the squire had his usua. 
good luck, in being better mounted than his neigh¬ 
bours. Pickle afterwards appearing in his own 
person, created great astonishment in the specta¬ 
tors, one of whom a.sked if he had split himself in 
twain, and pointed out his representative, who wa.' 
by this time almost up with the hounds. 11 pon which 
the identical Gam went in pursuit of the imi«>stor 
When he overtook him, he was so much enraged at 
the counterfeit, that he attacked the baboon whip 
in hand, and, in all probability, would have sacri¬ 
ficed him to his resentment, had not he been pre¬ 
vented by the other fox-hunters. They interposed, 
in order to make up the difference betwixt two 
brothers of the spoi% and were equally surprised 
and diverted when they distinguished the quality of 
Orookback’s antagonist, which they rescued from 
his rage, and rcconveyed to its master. 

Peregrine, at the request of his friend .Tack, took 
charge of his aunt’s funeral, to which his parents 
were invited, though they did not think proper to 
appear, or pay the least regard to his solicitations, 
when he desired jicrmission to wait upon them in 
jierson. Nevertheless, old Gamaliel, at the insti¬ 
gation of his wife, afterwards obtained an order 
irom Itoetor’s Commons, obliging Hatchway to 
jiroduce the will of his wife, on the supposition that 
she had bequeathed to him some part of the money, 
which, he knew, was at her own disposal. But 
from this step he reaped no other satisfaction than 
that of finding himself altogether neglected by the 
testatrix, who had left all her effects to her husfcmd, 
fxcem one thousand pounds, with her jewels, to 
sTcUlfs daughter, the benefaction mentioned in the 


lieutenant’s letter, and some inconsiderable legacies 
to her favourite domestics. 

A few days after the interment of this good lady, 
our hero was agreeably surprised with a visit from 
his friend Godfrey, who had come to England in 
consequence of that promotion which he owed to 
his interest, though the soldier himself placed it to 
the credit of a certain courtier who had formerly 
promised to befriend him, and now finding his ad¬ 
vancement unowned, very modestly arrogated the 
merit of it to himself. He communicated his good 
fortune to Pickle, who complimented him upon it 
as an event of which he had no precognition j and 
at the same time told him, that, m consequence of 
his preferment, his cousin at Windsor had consented 
to his being immediately united in the bands of 
wedlock with his lovely Sophy; that the wedding- 
day was already fixed j and that nothing would be 
wanting to his happiness, if Peregrine would honour 
the nuptials with his presence. 

Our hero accepted the invitation with great 
eagerness, when he leanied that Emilia would be 
there in quality of bride’s maid; and now repeated 
what he had formerly written to his friend, namely, 
that he was not only willing, but extremely impa¬ 
tient to atone for his mad behaviour to that young 
lady, by laying himself and his whole fortune at 
her feet. Godfrey thanked him for his honourable 
intention, and promised to use his influence, and 
that of Sophy, in his behalf, though he seemed 
dubious of their success, on account of his sister’s 
delicacy, which could not pardon the least shadow 
of disrespect. He owned, indeed, he was not cer¬ 
tain that she would appear in the same company 
with Pickle; but as she made no stipulations on 
that score, he would interpret her silence in the 
most favourable manner, and keep her in ignorance 
of his design, until she should find it too late to re¬ 
tract with any decency. 'The hope of seeing and 
conversing with Emilia, and perhaps of being re¬ 
conciled to her, after having suffered so much and 
so long from her displeasure, raised a tumult of 
ideas in his breast, and produced a strange in¬ 
quietude of joy and perturbation. Gauntlet having 
staid with him a few' days, and signified the time 
appointed for his spousals, took his leave, in order 
to prepare for the occasion; while Peregrine, with 
lis friend Hatchway, made a tour among his 
icijuaintance in the country, with a view of sound- 
ng their inclinations toucliing a project which he 
lad lately conceived, of offering him.self as a can- 
idate for a certain borough in the neighbourhood, 
f the ensuing election for members of parliament. 

I’his scheme, which was suggested to him by one 
f his quality patrons, would have succeeded accord¬ 
ing to his wish, had the election taken place imme- 
liately -, but, before that happened, his interest was 
iverbalanced by some small accidents that will be 
ccordcd in the sequel. In the meantime he re¬ 
tired to Windsor on the eve of his friend’s mar- 
iage, and understood from Godfrey that it was with 
he utmost difficulty he and iSophy could prevail 
pon his sister to be present at the wedding, when 
he was informed that her lover was invited; and 
liat her consent had not been obtained until they 
lad promised, on the part of Peregrine, tliat he 
ihould not renew the old topic, nor even speak to 
ler in the style of a former acquaintance. 

Our young gentleman was nettled at this pre- 
niinary, to which, however, he said he would 
dhere; and so well did he think himself fortified 
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■with pride and resentment, that he resolved to 
behave towards her with such indifference, as 
woidd, he hoped, mortify her vanity, and thereby 
punish her for the impla^bility of her disposition. 
Armed with these sentiments, he was next day 
introduced by Godfrey to the bride, who received 
him ■with her usual sweetness of temper and affa¬ 
bility; and Emilia being present, he saluted her 
with a distant bow, which she acknowledged with 
a cold courtesy, and an aspect of ice. Though this 
deportment confirmed bis displeasure, her beauty 
undermined his resolution; he thought her charms 
infinitely improved since their last parting, and a 
thousand fond images recurring to his imagination, 
he felt bis whole soul dissolving into tenderness 
and love. 

In order to banbh those dangerous ideas, he 
endeavoured to enter into a gay conversation with 
Sophy, on the subject of the approaching ceremony; 
but his tongue performed its office awkwardly, bis 
eyes were attracted towards Emilia, as if they had 
been subject to the power of fascination; in spite 
of all his efforts, a deep sigh escaped from bis 
bosom, and his whole appearance indicated anxiety 
and confusion. 

The bridegroom, perceiving his condition, 
abridged the visit, and having conducted his com¬ 
panion to his own lodgings, expressed his concern 
at ha^ving been the innocent occasion of his un¬ 
easiness, by exposing him to the sight of Emilia, 
which he perceived had given him pain. Pere¬ 
grine, who had by this time recollected the dictates 
of his pride, assured him, that he was very much 
mistaken in the cause of his disorder, which was 
no other than a sudden qualm, to which he had 
been for some time subject; and to show him how 
philosophically he could bear the disdain of Emilia, 
which, with all deference to her conduct, he could 
not help thinking a little too severe, he desired, as 
the bridegroom had made preparation for a private 
hall in the evening, that he would provide him w ith 
an agreeable partner; in which case he would 
exhibit undoubted proofs of the tranquillity of his 
heart. “1 was in hopes,” answered Godfrey, “of 
being able, with the a.ssistance of Sophy, to make 
up matters between you and my sister, and for that 
reason kept her unengaged to any other gentleman 
for the night; but since she was so peevishly obsti¬ 
nate, I shall take care to accommodate you with a 
very handsome young lady, whose partner will not 
be sorry to exebange her for Emilia.” 

The thoughts of having an opportunity to 
coquette with another woman, under the eye of this 
implacable mistress, supported his spirits during 
the ceremony, which put Gauntlet in possession of 
his heart's desire; and, by means of this cordial, 
he found himself so undisturbed at dinner, though 
he sat opposite to his fair enemy, that he was able 
to pass some occasional jokes upon the new-married 
couple, with some appearance of mirth and good 
humour. Nor did Emily any otherwise seem 
aflected by his presence, than bjr excepting him 
from the participation of those genial regards which 
she distributed to the rest of the company. This 
easiness of behaviour on her side reinforced his 
resolution, by giving him pretence to call her sensi¬ 
bility in question; for he could not conceive how 
any woman of acute feelings could sit unmoved in 
presence of a man with whom she had such recent 
and intimate connexion; not considering that she 
had much more reason to condemn his affectation 


of unconcern, and that her external deportment 
might, like his own, be an effort of pride and 
resentment 

This contest in point of dissimulation, continued 
till night when the company was paired for dancing, 
and Peregrine began the hill by walking a minuet 
with the bride; then he took out the young lady to 
whom he was recommended by Gauntlet being 
very well pleased to see that her person was such 
as might have inspired even Emily herself with 
jealousy, though, at the same time, he perceived 
his mistress coupled with a gay young officer, 
whom, with all due deference to his own qualifica¬ 
tions, he considered as no despicable rival. How¬ 
ever, he himself first began hostilities, by becoming 
all of a sudden particular with his partner, whom 
he forthwith assailed with flattering compliments, 
that soon introduced the subject of love, upon 
which he expatiated with great art and elocution, 
using not only the faculty of speech, but also the 
language of the eyes, in which he was a perfect 
connoisseur. 

This behaviour soon manifested itself to the whole 
assembly, the greatest part of whom believed that 
he was m good earnest captivated by the charms of 
his partner; while Emilia, penetrating into his 
design, turned his own artillery upon himself, by 
seeming to listen with pleasure to the addresses of 
his rival, who was no novice in the art of making 
love. She even affected uncommon vivacity, and 
giggled aloud at every whisper which he conveyed 
into her ear, insomuch that she, in her turn, afforded 
speculation to the company, who imagined the young 
soldier hadmadeaconquest of the bridegroom’ssister. 

Pickle himself began to cherish the same opinion, 
which gradually invaded his good humour, and at 
length filled his bosom with rage. lie strove to 
suppress his indignation, and called every con¬ 
sideration of vanity and revenge to his aid. He 
endeavoured to wean his eyes from the fatal object 
that disturbed him, but they would not obey his 
direction and command. He wished himself de¬ 
prived of all sensation, when he heard her laugh, 
and saw her smile upon the officer; and, in the 
course of country dancing, when he was obliged to 
join hands with her, the touch thrilled through all 
his nerves, and kindled a flame within him which 
he could not contain. In a word, his endeavours 
to conceal the situation of his thoughts were so 
violent, that his constitution could not endure the 
shock; the sweat ran down his forehead in a stream, 
the colour vanished from his cheeks, his knees 
began to totter, and his eyesight to fail; so that he 
must have fallen at his full length upon the floor, 
had not he retired very abruptly into another room, 
where he threw himself upon a conch, and fainted. 

In this condition he was found by his friend, who 
seeing him withdraw with such symptoms of dis¬ 
order, followed him thither; and, when he recovered 
the use of his faculties, pressed him to make use of 
a bed in that house, rather than expose himself in 
the night mr, by going home to his own lodgings; 
but not being able to prevail upon him to accept 
the offer, he wrapped him up in a cloak, and, con¬ 
ducting him to the inn, where he lodged, helped 
him to undress and go to bed, where he was im¬ 
mediately seized with a violent fit of the ague. 
Godfrey behaved with great tenderness, and would 
have actually bore him company all night, not¬ 
withstanding the circumstances of his own situa¬ 
tion, had not his friend insisted upon his returning 
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to the company, and making iiis apology to his 
partner for his sudden departure. 

This was a step absolutely necessary towards 
maintaining the quiet of the assembly, which he 
found in great constcmatioti, occasioned by his 
absence \ for some of the ladies, seeing the bride¬ 
groom follow the stranger in his retreat, the mean¬ 
ing of which they did not comprehend, began to be 
afraid oi‘ a quarrel. Emilia, upon pretence of that 
supposition, was so much alarmed, that she could 
not stand, and was fain to have recourse to a smell¬ 
ing bottle. 

The* bride, who understood the whole mystery, 
was the only person that acted with deliberation 
iiid composure; she im))uted J<jmilia*s disorder to 
the right cause, which was no other than concern 
for the condition of her lover, and assured the ladies 
there waj? nothing extraordinary in Mr. Pickle’s 
t^oing oft’, he being subject to fainting fits, by which 
tie was often overtaken without any previous notice. 
The arrival of Gauntlet confirmed tlie truth of this 
leclaration. He made an ajiology to the com])any 
in the name of his friend, who, he told them, was 
suddenly taken ill; and they returned to their 
liversion of dancing, w'ith this variation : Emilia 
was so disordered and fatigued, that she begged to 
be excused from continuing the exercise; and 
I’eregrine’s partner being disengaged, was paired 
with the young officer, for whom she was originally 
lesigned, 

Aleanwhile, the bride withdrew into another 
ipartment with her sister, and expostulated with 
ber ujion her cruelty to Mr. Pickle, assuring her, 
‘rom Godfrey’s information, that he had undergone 
i severe fit on her account, which, in all likelihood, 
would have a dangerous effect upon his constitu¬ 
tion. ’Fhough Emily was inflexible in her answers 
tO the kind remonstrances of the gentle Sophy, her 
lieart was melting with the imjiressions of pity and 
love; and finding herself unable to perform the 
liity of her function, in putting the bride to bed, 
die retired to lu*r own chamber, and in secret 
'ympathized with the distemper of her lover. 

In the morning, as early as decency would permit 
!iim to leave the arms cf his dear wife, Captain 
[Jaunllet made a visit to Peregrine, who had passed 
X very tedious and uneasy night, having been 
uihj<*et to short intervals of delirium, during which 
Pipes had found it very difficult to keep him fiist 
belayed. He owned indeed to Godfrey, that his 
imagination liad been haunted by the ideas of 
Emilia and her officer, which tormented him to an 
unspeakable degree of anguish and distraction ; 
lud tliat he would rather sufter death than a 
repetition of such excruciating reflections. He 
was, however, comforted by his friend, who assured 
bim, that his sister’s inclinations would in time 
prevail over all the endeavours of resentment and 
pride, illustrating this asseveration by an account 
of the manner in which she was aft’ected by the 
knowledge of his disorder, and advising him to 
implore the mediation of fciophy, in a letter wliich 
she should communicate to Emilia. 

This was an opportunity which our hero thought 
too favourable to he neglected; calling for pajicr, 
he sat up in ms bed, and, in the first transports of 
his emotion, wrote the following petition to God¬ 
frey’s amiable wife: 

Dear Madam,— The aflliotion of a rontritc lieart ran 
never appeal to your iKsnevoIonce in vain, and therefore J 
presume to apjiroach you In this season of delight, with the 


language of sorrow, requesting that you will espouse the 
cause of an unhappy lover, who mourns with unutterable 
anguish over his ruined hope, and intercede for my pardon 
with tliat divine creature, whom, in the intemperance and 
excess of passion. 1 have so mortally offended. Good heaven 1 
is my guilt inexpiable t Am I excluded from all hope of 
remission f Am 1 devoted to misery and despair? 1 have 
offered all the atonement which tlie most perfect and sincere 
penitence could suggest, and she rejects my liumility and 
repentance. If her resentment would pursue me to the 
grave, let her signify her pleasure; and may 1 be branded 
with the name ot villain, and remembered with infismy and 
detestation to all posterity, if I hesitate one moment in 
sacrilicing a life u hicii is odious to Emilia. Ah 1 Madam, while 
1 thus pour forth the etfusionsof ray grief and distraction, 1 
look around the apartment in which I lie, and every wcll- 
kiKJW nobjeetthat salutes my view, recalls to my remembrance 
that fond, that happy dav, on which the fair, the good, the 
tender-hearted iiopby became my advocate, though 1 was a 
stranger to hei itcquaiutauce, and effected a transporting 
reconeiliation between me and that same enchanting beauty, 
that is now so implacably incensed. If she is not satisfied 
witii the pangs of remorse and disappointment, the transports 
of madness i have undergone, let her prescribe what further 
penance she thinks I ought to endure, and when 1 decline 
her sentence, let me be the object of her eternal disdain. 

1 commit myself, dear Madam I dear Sophy! dear partner 
o( my fruMul 1 to your kind interpobilion. 1 know you will 
manage my cause, as a coiu-ern on uhich my happiness 
entirely depends, and I hope every thing from your com¬ 
passion and beneficence, while I fear every thing from her 
rigour and barbaiity Yes! 1 call it barbarity, a savageness 
of delicacy altogether inconsistent with the tenderness of 
human nature, and may the most abject contempt be my 
portion, if 1 live under its scourge I Eut 1 begin to rave. 

1 conjure you by your own humanity and sweetness of dis¬ 
position, 1 conjure you by youi love for the man whom Heaven 
iiath decreed your protector, to employ your inffucuce with 
that angel of wrath, in behalf of 

** Your obliged and obedient servant, 

“ J’. Pickle.” 

This epistle was immediately transmitted hy 
Godfrey to his wife, who perused it with marks of 
the most humane sympath;^; and, carrying it into 
her sister’s chamber, ** Here is something,” said she, 
presenting the paper, “which I must recommend 
to your serious attention.” Emilia, who immediately 
guessed the meaning of tliis address, absolutely 
refused to look upon it, or eveu to hear it read, till 
her brother, entering her ajiaiimcnt, reprimanded 
her sharply for her obstinacy and pride, accused 
her of folly and dissimulation, and entered so 
warmly into tlu* interests of his friend, that she 
thought him unkind in his remonstrances, and, 
bursting into u flood of tears, reproached him with 
partiality and Avant of affection. Godfrey, who 
entertained the most ]>erfect love and veneration 
for his sister, asked pardon for having given offenee, 
and kissing tlie drops from her fair eyes, begged 
she would, for his sake, listen to the declaration of 
his friend. 

Thus solicited, she could not refuse to hear the 
letter, which when he had repeated, she lamented 
Iier own fate in being the occasion of so much 
uneasiness, desired her brother to assure Mr. Tickle 
that she was not a voluntary enemy to his peace; 
on the contrary, she wislud him all happiness, 
though she hoped he would not blame her for con¬ 
sulting her own, in avoiding any future explanation 
or connexion with a person whose correspondence 
she found herself under a necessity to renounce. 

In vain did the new-married couple exhaust their 
eloquence in attempting to prove, that the reparation 
which our hero had offered w'us adequate to the 
injury she had sustained; that, in reconciling hcr^ 
self to a penitent lover, who subscribed to her own 
terms of submission, her honour would be acquitted 
by the most scrupulous and severe judges of 
decorum; and that her mflexihilitj would he justly 
ascribed to the pride aud insensibility of her heart 
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She turned a deaf ear to all their arguments, ex¬ 
hortations, and entreaties, and threatened to leave 
the house immediately, if they would not promise 
to drop that subject of discourse. 

Godfrey, very much chagrined at the had success 
of his endeavours, returned to his friend, and made 
as favourable a report of the affair, as the nature of 
his conversation with Emilia would pennit; but as 
lie could not avoid mentioning her resolution in the 
close. Peregrine was obliged to drink again the 
bitter draught of disappointment, which put his 
passions into such a state of agitation, as produced 
a short ecstasy of despair, in which he acted a 
thousand extravagances. This paroxysm, however, 
soon subsided into a settled reserve of gloomy 
resentment, which he in secret indulged, detaching 
himself as soon as possible from the company of 
the .soldier, on pretence of retiring to rest. 

While he lay ruminating upon the circumstances 
of his present situation, his friend Pipes, who 
knew the cause of his anxiety, and firmly believed 
that Emilia loved his master at her hcart,howsoevcr 
she might attempt to disguise her sentiments; 1 
say, Thomas was taken with a conceit which he 
thought would set every thing to rights, and there¬ 
fore put it in execution without farther delay. 
Paying aside his hat, he ran directly to the house 
of Sophy’s father, and, affecting an air of surprise 
and consternation, to which he had never before I 
been subject, thundered at the door with such an j 
alarming knock, as in a moment brought the whole j 
family into the hall. Wlicti he was admitted, he 
began to gape, stare, and pant at the same time, 
and made no reply, when Godfrey asked what was 
the matter, till Mrs. Gauntlet expressed her appre¬ 
hensions about his master. When Pickle’s name 
was mentioned, he seemed to make an effort to speak, 
and, in a bellowing tone, pronounced, “Urought 
himself up, split my top-sails!” So saying, he pointed 
to his own neck, and rose upon his tiptoes, by way 
of explaining the meaning of his words. 

Godfrey,without staying to ask another question, 
rushed out, and flew towards the inn, with the 
utmost horror and concern; while Sojiliy, who did 
not rightly understand the language of the mes¬ 
senger, addressing her-self to him a second time, 
said, “I lioi>c no accident has hap)>encd to Mr. 
I’ickle?” “Noaccident at all,”replied Tom; “he 
has only hanged himself for love.” These words 
had scarcely proceeded from his mouth, when 
Emilia, who stood listening at the parlour door, 
shrieked aloud, and dropjK'd down senseless upon 
the floor; while her sister, who was almost equally 
shocked at the intelligence, had recourse to the 
assistance of her maid, by whom she was supported 
from falling. 

Pipes hearing Emily’s voice, congratulated him¬ 
self upon the success of his stratagem. He sprung 
to her assistance, and, lifting her up into an easy 
chair, stood by her, until he saw her recover from 
her swoon, and heard her call ujmn his master’s 
name, with all the frenZy of despairing love. Then 
he bent his course back to tiie inn, overjoyed at 
the opportunity of telling Peregrine what a con¬ 
fession he had extorted from his mistress, and 
extremely vain of this proof of his own saga¬ 
city. 

In the meantime Godfrey arriving at the house 
in which he supposed this fatal catastrophe had 
happened, ran up stairs to Peregrine’s chamber, 
without staying to make any inquiry below ; and. 


flnding the door locked, burst it open with one 
stroke of his foot. But what was bis amazement, 
when, upon entrance, our hero, starting up from 
the bed, saluted him with a boisterous exclamation 
of “ Zounds 1 who’s there ?” He was struck dumb 
with astonishment, which also rivetted him to the 
place where he stood, scarce crediting the testimony 
of his own senses, till Peregrine, with an air of dis¬ 
content, which denoted him displeased with his in¬ 
trusion, dispelled his apprehension by a sceoud 
address, saying, “ 1 see you consider me as a friend, 
by your using me without ceremony.” 

The soldier, thus convinced of the falsehood of 
the information he had received, began to imagine, 
that Pickle had projected the plan which was exe¬ 
cuted by his servant; and looking upon it as a piece 
of unjustiflable finesse, which might be attended 
with very melancholy consequences to his sister or 
wife, he answered, in a supercilious tone, that Mr. 
Pickle must blame himself for the interruption of 
his repose, which was entirely owing to the sorry 
jest he had set on foot. 

Pickle, who was the child of passion, and mor 
than half mad with impatience before this visit, 
hearing himself treated in such a cavalier manner, 
advanced close up to Godfrey’s breast, aud assuming 
a stern, or rather frantic countenance, “ Hark ye, 
sir,” said he, “ you are mistaken if you think I 
jest; 1 am in downright earnest, T assure you.” 
Gauntlet, who was not a man to he browbeaten, 
seeing himself thus bearded by a person of whose 
conduct he had, he thought, reason to complain, 
put on his military look of defiance, and erecting 
his chest, replied with an exalted voice, “Mr. 
I’ickle, whether you was in jest it earnest, you 
must give me leave to tell you, that the seheine 
was childish, unseasonable, and unkind, not to give 
it a harsher term.” “ Heath, sir,” cried our adven¬ 
turer, “ you trifle with my disquiet; if there is any 
meaning in your insinuation, explain younself, and 
then I shall know what answer it will befit me to 
give.” “ 1 came with very different sentiments,” 
resumed the soldier, “ but since you urge me to 
expostulation, and behave with such unjirovoked 
loftiness of di.spleasure, 1 will, without circumlo¬ 
cution, tax you with having committed an outrage 
upon the peace of my family, in sending your I'ci- 
low to alarm us with such an abrupt account of 
your having done violence upon youraelf.” Pere¬ 
grine, confounded at this inqmtation, stood silent, 
with a most savage aspect of surprise, eager to 
know the circumstance to which his accuser alluded, 
and incensed to find it beyond the sphere of his 
comprehension. 

While these two irritated friends stood fronting 
each other with mutual indignation in their eyes 
and attitudes, they were joined by I’ipes, who, 
without taking the least notice of tlie situation in 
which he found them, told his master, that he might 
up with the topgallant-masts of his heart, and out 
with his rejoicing pendants; for as to Mrs. Emily, 
he had clapped her helm aweather, the vessel wore, 
and now she was upon the other tack, standing 
right into the harbour of his good will. 

Peregrine, who was not yet a connoisseur in the 
terms of his lacquey, commanded him, upon p.iin 
of his displeasure, to lie more explicit in his intelli¬ 
gence ; and by dint of divers questions, obtained a 
perfect knowledge of the scheme which he had put 
in execution for his service. This information 
pcqilexcd him not a little; he would have chastised 
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his servant upon the spot for his temerit;^, had he 
not plainly perceived Aat the felloVs intention was 
to promote his ease and satisfaction; and, on the 
other hand, he knew not how to acquit himself of 
the suspicion which he saw Godfrey entertain of 
his being the projector of the plan, without conde¬ 
scending to an explanation, which his present dis¬ 
position could not brook. After some pause, 
however, turning to Pipes with a severe frown, 
“ Rascal!” said he, “ this is the second time I have 
suffered in the opinion of that lady, by your igno¬ 
rance and presumption; if ever you intcrmedlde 
in my affairs for the future, without express order 
and direction, by all that’s sacred! I will put you 
to death without mercy. Away, and let my horse 
be saddled this instant.” 

Pipes having withdrawn, in order to perform 
this piece of duty, our young gentleman, addressing 
himself again to the soldier, and laying his hand 
upon his breast, said, with a solemnity of regard, 
“Captain Gauntlet, upon ray honour, 1 am alto¬ 
gether innocent of that shallow device which you 
impute to my invention; and 1 don't think you do 
justice either to my intellects or honour, in sup¬ 
posing me capable of such insolent absurdity. As 
for your sister, 1 have once in my life affronted her 
in the madness and impetuosity of desire; but I 
have made such acknowledgments, and offered such 
atonement, as few women of her sphere would have 
refused ; and before God! I am determined to en¬ 
dure every torment of disappointment and despair, 
rather than prostrate myself again to the cruelty of 
her unjustifiable pride.” So saying, he stalked 
suddenly down stairs, and took horse immediately, 
his spirits being supported by resentment, which 
prompted him to vow within himself, that he would 
seek consolation for the disdain of Emilia, in the 
possession of the first willing wench he should meet 
upon the road. 

While he set out for the garrison with these sen¬ 
timents, Gauntlet, in a suspense between anger, 
shame, and concern, returned to the house of his 
father-in-law, where he found his sister still vio¬ 
lently agitated from the news of Peregrine's death; 
the mystery of which he forthwith unravelled, re¬ 
counting at the same time the jiarticulars of the 
conversation which had happened at the inn, and 
describing the demeanour of Pickle with some ex¬ 
pressions of asperity, which were neither agreeable 
to Emilia, nor approved by the gentle Sophy, who 
tenderly clud him, for allowing I’cregrine to depart 
in terms of misunderstanding. 

CHAPTER LXXXVII. 

Pprejrrine sets out for tlie Garrison, and moots with a Nymph 

of the Road, whom ho takes into Keeping, and metamor¬ 
phoses into a tine Lady. 

In the meantime, our hero jogged along in a pro¬ 
found reverie, which was disturbed by a beggar- 
woman and her daughter, who solicited him for 
alms, as he passed them on the road. The ^1 was 
about the age of sixteen, and, notwithstanding the 
wretched equipage in which she appeared, exhi¬ 
bited to his view a set of agreeable features, 
enlivened with the complexion of health and cheer¬ 
fulness. The resolution I have already mentioned 
was still warm in his imagination; and he looked 
upon this young mendicant as a very proper object 
for the performance of his vow. He therefore 
entered into a conference with the mother, and for 


a small sum of money purchased her property in 
the wench, who did not require much courtship and 
entreaty, before she consented to accompany him 
to any place that he should appoint for her habitation. 

This contract being settled to his satisfaction, he 
ordered Pipes to seat his acquisition behind him 
upon the crupper, and, alighting at the first public 
house which they found upon the road, he wrote a 
letter to Hatchway, desiring him to receive this 
hedge inamorata, and direct her to be cleaned and 
clothed in a decent manner, with all expedition, so 
that she should be touchable upon his arrival, 
which, on that account, he would defer for the 
space of one day. This billet, together with the 
girl, he committed to the charge of I’ipes, after 
having laid strong injunctions upon him to abstain 
from all attempts upon her chastity, and ordered 
him to make the best of his way to the garrison, 
while he himself crossed the country to a market 
town, where he proposed to spend the night. 

Tom, thus cautioned, proceeded with his charge, 
and, being naturally taciturn, opened not his lips, 
until he had performed the best half of his journey. 
Hut Thomas, notwithstanding his irony appearance, 
was in reality composed of flesh and blood. His 
desire being titillated by the contact of a buxom 
wench, whose right arm embraced his middle as he 
rode, his thoughts began to mutiny against his 
master, and he found it almost impossible to with¬ 
stand the temptation of making love. 

Nevertheless, he wrestled with these rebellious 
suggestions with all the reason that Heaven had 
enabled him to exert; and that being totally over¬ 
come, his victorious passion suddenly broke out in 
this address;—“ 'Kblood! 1 believe master thinks 
1 have no more stuff' in my body than a dried 
haddock, to turn me adrift in the dark with such a 
spanker. D’ye think he don’t, my dear ?” To this 
question his fellow-traveller replied, “ Swanker 
anan!” And the lover resumed his suit, saying, 
“ lions! how you tickle my timber 1 Something 
shoots from your arm, through my stowage, to the 
very keelstoue. Ha'nt you got quicksilver in your 
hand ?” “ Quicksilver 1” said the lady, “ D—n 

the silver that has crossed my hand this montli. 
D’ye think, if 1 had silver, I shouldn’t buy me a 
smock?” “Adsooks! you baggage,” cried the 
lover, “ you shouldn’t want a smock nor a petticoat 
neither, if you could have a kindness for a true 
hearted sailor, as sound and strong as a nine inch 
cable, that would keep all clear alxivc lioard, and 
every thing snug under the hatches.” “Curse 
your gum,” said the charmer, “ what’s your gay 
balls and your hatches to me?” “ Do but let us 
bring to a little,” answered the wooer, whose appe¬ 
tite was by this time whetted to a most ravenous 
degree, “ and I’ll teach you to box the compass, my 
dear. Ah 1 you strapper, what a jolly b—h you 
are 1” 15—h 1” exclaimed this modern dulcinca, 
incensed at tlie opprobrious term, “ such a b—h as 
your mother, you dog. D—n you, I’ve a good 
mind to box your jaws instead of your comepiss. 
I’ll let you know, as how I am meat for your 
master, you saucy blackguard. You are worse 
than a dog, you old flinty-faced, flea-bitten scrub. 
A dog wears his own ooat, but you wear your 
master’s.” 

Such a torrent of disgraceful epithets from a 
person who had no clothes at all, converted the 
gallant’s love into choler, and he threatened U> 
dismount and seize her to a tree, when she should 
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have a taste of his cat-o’-ninc-tails athwart her 
quarters •, hut, instead of being intimidated by his 
menaces, she set him at defiance, and held forth 
with such a flow of eloquence, as would have 
entitled her to a considerable share of reputation, 
even among the nymphs of Billingsgate; for this 
young lady, over and above a natural genius for 
altercation, had her talents cultivated among the 
venerable society of weeders, podders, and hoppers, 
with whom she had associated from her tender 
years. No wonder, then, that she soon obtained a 
complete victory over Pipes, who, as the reader 
may have observed, was very little addicted to the 
exercise of speech. Indeed, he was utterly dis¬ 
concerted by her volubility of tongue ; and being 
altogether unfurnished with answers to the distinct 
periods of her discourse, very wisely chose to save 
himself the expense of breath and argument, by 
giving her a full swing of cable, so that she might 
bring herself up j while he rode onwards, in silent 
composure, without taking any more notice of his 
fair fellow-traveller, than if she had been his mas¬ 
ter’s cloak-bag. 

In spite of all the despatch he could make, it 
was late before he arrived at the garrison, where lie 
delivered the letter and the lady to the lieutenant, 
who no sooner understood the intention of his 
friend, than he ordered all the tubs in the house to 
be carried into the hall, and filled with water. Tom 
having provided himself with swabs and brushes, 
divested the fair stranger of her variegated dra¬ 
pery, which was immediately committed to the 
flames, and performed upon her soft and sleek 
person the ceremony of scrubbing, as it is prac¬ 
tised on board of the king’s ships of war. Yet the 
nymph herself did not submit to this purification 
without repining. She cursed tlie director, who 
was upon the spot, with man^ abusive allusions to 
his wooden leg; and as for Pipes the operator, she 
employed her talons so effectually upon his face, 
that the blood ran over his nose in sundry streams; 
and next morning, when those rivulets were dry, 
his countenance resembled the rough bark of a 
plumb-tree, plastered with gum. Nevertheless, he 
did his duty with great perseverance, cut off her 
hair close to the scalp, handled his brushes with 
dexterity, applied his swabs of different magnitude 
and texture, as the case required; and, lastly, rinsed 
tlic whole body with a dozen pails of cold water, 
discharged upon her head. 

'These ablutions being executed, he dried her 
with towels, accommodated her with a clean shift, 
and, acting the part of a valet-de-chambre, clothed 
her from bead to foot, in clean and decent apparel 
which had belonged to Mrs. Hatchway; by which 
means her appearance was altered so much for the 
better, that when Peregrine arrived next day, he 
could scarce believe his own eyes. He was, for 
that reason, extremely well pleased with his pur¬ 
chase, and now resolved to indulge a whim, wliich 
seized him at the ver^ instant of his arrival. 

He had, as I believe the reader will readily 
allow, made considerable progress in the study of 
character, from the highest rank to the most hum¬ 
ble station of life, and found it diversified in the 
same manner, through every degree of subordina¬ 
tion and precedency. Nay, he moreover observed, 
that the conversation of those who are dignified 
with the appellation of polite company, is neither 
more edifying nor entertaining than that which is 
met with among the lower classes of mankind; and 


that the only essential difference, in point of de¬ 
meanour, is the form of an education, which the 
meanest capacity can acquire, without much study 
or application. Possessed of this notion, he deter¬ 
mined to take the young mendicant under his own 
tutorage and instruction. In consequence of which, 
he hoped he should, in a few weeks, be able to 
produce her in company, as an accomplished young 
lady of uncommon wit, and an excellent under¬ 
standing. 

This extravagant plan he forthwith began to 
execute with great eagerness and industry; and 
his endeavours succeeded even beyond his expecta¬ 
tion. The obstacle, in surmounting of which he 
found the greatest difficulty, was an inveterate 
habit of swearing, which had been indulged from 
her infancy, and confirmed by the example of 
those among whom she had lived. However, she 
had the rudiments of good sense from nature, 
which taught her to listen to wholesome advice, 
and was so docile as to comprehend and retain the 
lessons wliich her governor recommended to her 
attention; insomuch, that he ventured, in a few 
days, to present her at table, among a set of countiy 
squires, to whom she was introduced as niece to 
the lieutenant. In that capacity she sat with 
becoming easiness of mien (for she was as void of 
the mauraise liontc as any duchess in the land), 
bowed very graciously to the compliments of the 
gentlemen ; and though she said little or nothing, 
because she was previously cautioned on that score, 
she more than once gave way to laughter, and her 
mirth happened to be pretty well timed. In a 
word, she attracted the applause and admiration of 
the guests, who, after she was withdrawn, com¬ 
plimented Mr. Hatchway upon the beauty, breed¬ 
ing, and good humour of his kinswoman. 

Hut what contributed more than any other cir¬ 
cumstance to her speedy improvement, was some 
small insight into the lYimer, which she had 
acquired at a day school, during the life of her 
father, who was a day labourer in the country. 
Upon this foundation did Peregrine build a most 
elegant superstructure; he culled out choice sen¬ 
tences from Shakspeare, Otway, and Pope, and 
taught her to repeat them with an emphasis and 
theatrical cadence. He tlien instructed her in the 
names and epithets of the most celebrated players, 
which he directed her to pronounce occasionally, 
with an air of careless familiarity; and, perceiving 
that her voice was naturally clear, he ^nriched it 
with remnants of opera tunes, to be hummed 
during a pause in conversation, which is generally 
supplied with a circulation of a pinch of snuff. By 
means of this cultivation, she became a wonderful 
proficient in the polite graces of the age; she, with 
great facility, comprehended the scheme of whist, 
though cribbage was her favourite game, with 
which she hud amused herself in her vacant hours, 
from her first entrance into the profession of hop¬ 
ping ; and brag soon grew familiar to her practice 
and conception. 

Thus prepared, she was exposed to the company 
of her own sex, being first of all visited by the 
parson’s daughter, who could not avoid showing 
that civility to Mr. Hatchway’s niece, after she had 
made her public appearance at church. Mrs. 
Clover, who had a great share of penetration, could 
not help entertaining some doubts about this same 
relation, whose name she had never heard the uncle 
mention, during the whole term of her residence at 
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the gamaon. But as the young lady -was treated 
in that character, she would not refuse her 
acquaintance; and after having seen her at the 
castle, actually invited Miss Hatchway to her house. 
In short, she made a progress tlirough almost all 
the families in the neighbourhood; and by dint of 
her quotations (which, by the bye, were not always 
judiciotisly used), she passed for a sprightly young 
ladv, of uncommon learning and taste. 

Peregrine having in this manner initiated her in 
the beau mondc of the country, conducted her to 
London, where she was provided with private lodg¬ 
ings and a female attendant; and put her immedi¬ 
ately under the tuition of his valet-de-chambre, who 
bad orders to instruct her in dancing and the French 
language. He attended her to plays and concerts 
three or four times a-week; and when our hero 
thought her sufficiently accustomed to the sight of 
great company, he squired her in person to a public 
assembly, and danced with her among all the gay 
ladies of fashion: not but that there was still an evi¬ 
dent air of rusticity and awkwardness in her de¬ 
meanour, which was interpreted into an agreeable 
wildness of spirit, superior to the forms of common 
breeding. He afterwards found means to make her 
acquainted with some distinguished jiatterns of her 
own sex, by whom she wa.s admitted into the most 
elegant parties, and continned to make good her 
pretensions to gi'ntility, with great circumspection. 
But one evening, liciiig at cards with a certain lady 
whom slie detected in the very fact of unfair con¬ 
veyance, she taxed her roundly with the fraud, and 
brought upon herself such a torrent of sarca.stic 
reproof, as overbore all her maxims of caution, and 
burst open the floodgates of her own natural repar¬ 
tee, twanged off with the appellation of b-and 

w- , which she repeated with great vehemence, 

in an attitude of manual defiance, to the terror of 
her antagonist, and the .astonishment of all present: 
nay, to such an unguarded pitch was she provoked, 
that, starting up, she siiapt her fingers, in testimony 
of disdain, and, as she quitted the room, applied her 
hand to that part which W'as the last of her that 
disappeared, inviting the company to kiss it, by one 
of its coarsest denominations. 

Peregrine was a little disconcerted at this over¬ 
sight in her behaviour, which, by the demon of in¬ 
telligence, was in a moment conveyed to all the 
private companies in town: so that she was abso¬ 
lutely excluded from all polite communication, 
and Peregrine, for the present, disgraced among the 
modest part of his female acquaintance, many of 
whom not only forbade him their houses, on ac¬ 
count of the impudent insult he had committed upon 
their honour, as well as understanding, in palming 
a common trull upon them, as a young lady of birth 
and education ; but also aspersed his family, by af¬ 
firming that she was actually his own cousin-ger¬ 
man, whom he had precipitately raised from the 
most abject state of humility and contempt. In re¬ 
venge for this calumny, our young gentleman ex¬ 
plained the whole mystery of her promotion, toge¬ 
ther with the motives that induced him to bring her 
into the fashionable world; and repeated among his 
companions the extravagant encomiums which had 
been bestowed upon her by the most discerning 
matrons of the age. 

Meanwhile, the infanta herself being rebuked by 
her benefactor for this instance of misbehaviour, 
promised faithfully to keep a stricter guard for the 
mture over her conduct, and applied herself with 
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great assiduity to the studies, in which she was as¬ 
sisted by the Swiss, who gradually lost the freedom 
of his heart, while she was profiting by his in¬ 
struction. In other words, she made a conquest of 
her preceptor, who yielding to the instigations ot 
the flesh, chose a proper opportunity to declare his 
passion, which was jHtwerfully recommended by liis 
personal qualifications; and his intentions being 
honourable, she listened to his proposals of espous¬ 
ing her in private. In consequence of this agree¬ 
ment, they made an elopement together; and being 
buckled at the Fleet, consummated tlieir nuptials in 
private lodgings, by the Seven Dials, from which 
the husband next morning sent a letter to our hero 
begging forgiveness for the clandestine step he had 
taken, which he .solemnly protested was not owing 
to any abatement in his inviolable regard for his 
master, whom he should always honour and esteem 
to his latest breath, hut entirely to the irresistible 
charms of the young lady, to whom he was now s<' 
happy as to be joined in the silken bonds of mar¬ 
riage. 

Peregrine, though at first offended at his valet’s 
presumption, was, upon second thoughts, reconciled 
to the event by which he was delivered from an en¬ 
cumbrance ; for by this time he had performed his 
frolic, and began to be tired of his acqui.sition. He 
reflected iqum the former fidelity of the Swiss, 
which had been manifested in a long course of ser¬ 
vice and attachment; and thinking it would be 
cruelly severe to abandon him to povery and distress 
for one venial trespass, he resolved to pardon what 
he had done, and enable him in some shape to pro¬ 
vide for the family which he had entailed upon 
himself. 

With these sentiments, he sent a favourable an¬ 
swer to the delinquent, desiring to sec him as soon 
as his passion should permit him to leave the arms 
of his spouse for an hour or two; and Hadgi, in 
obedience to this inlimation, repaired immediately 
to the lodgings of his master, before whom he ap¬ 
peared with a most penitential aspect. Peregrine, 
though he could scarce help laughing at his rueful 
length of face, reprimanded him shaiqdy for his 
disrespect and ingratitude, in taking that % stealth 
which he might have had for asking. The culprit 
assured him, that next to the vengeance of God, hie 
master’s displeasure was that wmeh of all evils he 
dreaded to incur; but that love had distracted his 
brain in such a manner, as to banish every other 
consideration but tliat of gratifying his desire; and 
he owned, that he should not have been able to pre¬ 
serve his fidelity and duty to his own lather, had 
they interfered with the interest of his passion. He 
then appealed to his master’s own heart for the re¬ 
mission of his guilt, alluding to certain circumstances 
of our hero’s conduct, which evinced the desperate 
effects of love. In short, he made such an apology 
as extorted a smile from his offended judge, who 
not only forgave his transgression, but also promised 
to put him in some fair way of earning a comfort¬ 
able subsistence. 

The Swiss was so much affected with this instance 
of generosity, that he fell upon bis knees, and kissed 
his hand, praying to heaven, with great fervour, to 
make him worthy of such goodness and condescen¬ 
sion. His scheme, he said, was to open a coffee¬ 
house and tavern in some creditable part of the 
town, in hopes of being favoured with the custom 
of a numerous acquaintance he had made among 
upper servants and reputable tradesmen,not doubting 
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that his wife would be an ornament to his bar, and 
a careful manager of his affairs. Peregrine ap- 
rovcd of the plan, towards the execution of which 
e made him and his wife a present of five hundred 
pounds, together with a promise of erecting a weekly 
club among his friends, for the reputation and ad¬ 
vantage of the house. 

Hadgi was so transported with his good fortune, 
that he ran to Pipes, who was in the room, and hav¬ 
ing hugged him with great cordiality, and made his 
obedience to his master, hied him home to his bride, 
to communicate his happiness, cutting capers, and 
talking to himself all the way. 


CHAPTER LXXXVIII. 

He ib visited by Pallet—Contracts an Intimacy with a New¬ 
market Nobleman, and is by the Knowing-ones taken in. 

Tnis affair being settled, and our adventurer, for 
the present, free of all female connexions, he re¬ 
turned to his former course of fast living among 
the bucks of the town, and performed innumerable 
exploits among whores, bullies, rooks, constables, 
and justices of the peace. 

inthemidstof these occupations, he was one morn¬ 
ing visited by his old fellow-traveller. Pallet, whose 
appearance gave him equal surprise and concern. 
Though the weather was severe, he was clothed in 
tlie thin summer dress which he had worn at Paris, 
and was now, not only threadbare, but, in gome 
parts, actually patched; his stockings, by a repeti¬ 
tion of that practice known among economists by 
the term of coaxing, hung like pudding bags about 
his ankles; his shirt, though new washed, was of 
the saffron hue, and, in divers places, appeared 
through the crannies of his breeches; he had ex¬ 
changed his own hair for a smoke-dried tie periwig, 
which all the flour in his drudging box had not 
been able to whiten ; his eyes were sunk, his jaws 
lengthened beyond their usual extension; and he 
seemed twenty years older than he looked when he 
and our hero parted at Itotterdam. 

In spite of all these evidences of decay, he accosted 
liim with a meagre affectation of content and good 
humour, struggled piteously to appear gay and un¬ 
concerned, professed his joy at seeing him in Eng¬ 
land, excused himself for having delayed so long 
to come and present his respects; alleging that, 
since his return, he had been a mere slave to the 
satisfaction of some persons of quality and taste, 
who had insisted upon his finishing some pieces 
with the utmost expedition. 

Peregrine received him with that compassion and 
complaisance which was natural to his disposition; 
inquired about the health of Mrs. Pallet and his 
family, and asked if his friend the doctor was in 
town? The painter seemed to have resumed his 
resentment against that gentleman, of whom he 
spoke in contemptuous terms. “ The doctor,” said 
he, “ is so much overshadowed with presumption 
and self-conceit, that his merit has no relief. It 
does not rise. There is no keeping in the picture, 
my dear Sir. All the same as if 1 were to repre¬ 
sent the moon under a cloud; there will be nothing 
but a deep mass of shade, with a tittle tiny speck 
of light in the middle, which would only serve to 
make, as it were, the darkness visible. You under¬ 
stand me. Had he taken my advice, it might have 
been better for him; but he is bigoted to his own 
opinion. You must know, Mr. Pickle, upon our 


return to England, I counselled him to compose a 
little smart clever ode upon my Cleopatra. As 
Gad shall judge me, I thought it would have been 
of some service, in helping him out of obscurity; 
for you know, as Sir Richard observes. 

Soon wiU that die, which adds thy ihme to mine; 

Let me then live, join’d to a work of thine. 

By the by, there is a most picturesque contrast in 
these lines, of thy and »ie, living and dying, and thine 
and mine. Ah! a prize upon it I Dick, after all, 
was the man. Kcod! he rounded it off. Bu^, to 
return to this unhappy young man, would you 
believe it, he tossed up Lis nose at my friendly pro¬ 
posal, and gabbled something in Greek, which is 
not worth repeating. The case was this, my dear 
Sir, he was out of humour at the neglect of the 
world. Hr thought the poets of the age were 
jealous of his genius, and strove to crush it accord¬ 
ingly, while the rest of mankind wanted taste suffi¬ 
cient to discern it For my own part, I profess 
myself one of these; and as the clown in Billy 
Shakspeare says of the courtier’s oath, had 1 sworn 
by the doctor’s genius, that the pancakes were 
naught, they might have been for all that very 
good, yet shouldn’t 1 have been forsworn? Let 
that be as it will, he retired from town in great 
dudgeon, and set up his rest near a hill in Derby¬ 
shire, with two tops, resembling Parnassus, and a 
well at the bottom, which he had christened Hyp- 
o’-thc-Green. Egad! if he stays in that habitation, 
’tis my opinion he’ll soon grow green with the hip 
indeed. He’ll be glad of an opportunity to return 
to the flesh-pots of Egypt, and pay his court to the 
slighted queen Clc<>i)atra. lla! well remembere^ 
by this light you shall know, my good Sir, that this 
same Egyptian princess has been courted by so 
many gHlants of taste, that, as I hope to live, I 
found myself in some sort of dilemma, because in 
parting with her to one, I should have di.sobliged 
all his rivals. Now a man would not choose to 
give offence to his friends, at least 1 lay it down as 
a maxim, to avoid the smallest appearance of in¬ 
gratitude. Perhaps I may be in the wrong. But 
every man has his way. For this reason, I pro¬ 
posed to all the candidates, that a lottery or raffle 
should be set on foot, by which every individual 
would have an equal chance for her good graces, 
and the prize be left to the decision of fortune. 
The scheme was mightily relished, and the terms 
being such a trifle as hall' a guinea, the whole town 
crowded into my house, in order to subscribe. 
But there I was their humble servant. Gentlemen, 
you must h:ive a little patience till my own parti¬ 
cular friends are served. Among that number, I 
do myself the honour to consider Mr. Pickle. 
Here is a copy of the proposals; and, if the list 
should be adorned with his name, I hope, notwith¬ 
standing his merited success among the young 
ladies, he will for once be shunned by that little 
vixen called Miss Fortune! he, he, he!” 

So saying, he bowed with a thousand apish 
conges, and presented his paper to Peregrine, who, 
seeing the number of subscribers was limited to 
one hundred, said he thought him too moderate in 
Ids exjiectations, as he did not doubt that his picture 
would be a cheap purchase at five hundred, instead 
of fifty pounds, at which the price was fixed. To 
this unexpected remark Pallet imswcrcd, that among 
the connoisseurs he would not pretend to appraise 
his picture; but that, in valuing his works, he wan 
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obliged to have an eye to the Gothic ignorance of 
the age in which he lived. 

Our adventurer saw at once into the nature of 
this raffle, which was no other than a begging shift 
to dispo.se of a paltry piece, that he could not other¬ 
wise have sold for twenty shillings. However, far 
from shocking the poor man in distress, by dropping 
the least hint of his conjecture, he desired to be 
favoured with six chances, if the circumstances of 
his plan would indulge him so far; and the painter, 
after some hesitation, condescended to comply with 
his rpquest, out of pure friendship and veneration; 
though he observed, that, in so doing, he must 
exclude some of his most intimate companions. 
Having received the money, he gave Pickle his 
address, desiring he would, with his eonvcnience, 
visit the princess, who he was sure, would display 
her most engaging attractions, in onler to captivate 
bis fancy; and took his leave extremely well pleased 
with the success of his application. 

Though Peregrine was tempted with the curiosity i 
of seeing this portrait, which he imagined must ! 
contain some analogy to the ridiculous oddity of | 
the painter, be would not expose himself to the 
disagreeable alternative of ajiplauding the perform¬ 
ance, contrary to the dictates of conscience and 
common sense, or of condemuing it, to the unspeak¬ 
able mortification of the miserable author; and 
therefore never dreamt of returning the painter’s 
visit. Kor did he ever hear of the lottery’s being 
drawn. 

About this time he was invited to spend a few 
weeks at the country seat of a certain nobleman, 
with whom he had contracted an acquaintance, in 
the course of his debauches, which we have already 
described. His lordship being remarkable for his 
skill and success in horse-racing, his house was con¬ 
tinually filled with the connoisseurs and admirers 
of that sport, upon which the whole conversation 
turned, imsomuch that Peregrine gradually imbibed 
some knowledge in horse-flesh, and the diversions 
of the course; for the whole occupation of the day, 
exclusive of eating and drinking, consisted in view¬ 
ing, managing, and exercising his lordshijfs stud. 

Our hero looked upon these amusements with an 
eye of taste, as well as curiosity; he contemplated 
the animal as a beautiful and elegant part of the 
creation, and reli.shed the surprising exertion of its 
speed with a refined and classical delight. In a 
little time he became perstmally acquainted with 
every horse in the stable, and interested himself in 
the reputation of each; while he also gratified his 
appetite for knowledge, in observing the methods 
of preparing their bodies, and training them to the 
race. His landlord saw and encouraged his eager¬ 
ness, from which he promised himself some ad¬ 
vantage; he formed several private matches for 
his entertainment, and flattered his discernment, 
by permitting him to be successful in the first bets 
he made. Thus was he artfully decoyed into a 
spirit of keenness and adventure, and disposed to 
depend upon his own judgment, in opposition to 
that of people who had made horse-racing the sole 
study of their lives. lie accompanied my lord to 
Newmarket, and entering at once into the genius 
of the place, was marked as fair game, by all the 
knowing ones there assembled, many of whom 
found means to take him in, in spite of all the 
cautions and admonitions of his lordship, who 
wanted to reserve him for his own use. 

It is almost impossible for any man, let him be 


never so fearful or phlegmatic, to be an unconcerned 
spectator in this busy scene. The demon of piay 
hovers in the air, like a pestilential vapour, tainting 
the minds of all present witli infallible infection, 
which communicates from one person to another, 
like the circulation of a general panic. Peregrine 
was seized with this epidemic distemper to a violent 
degree; and, after having lost a few loose hundreds, 
in his progress through the various rookeries of the 
place, entered into partnership with his noble friend 
in a grand match, upon the issue of which he 
ventured no less than three thousand pounds. In¬ 
deed he would not have risked such a considerable 
sum, had not his own confidence been reinforced 
by the opinion and concurrence of his lordship, 
who hazarded an equal bet upon the same event. 
These two associates engaged themselves in the 
penalty of six thousand pounds, to run one ehaisc 
and four against another, three times round the 
course; and our adventurer had the satisfaction of 
seeing his antagonist distanced in the first and 
second heat; but, all of a sudden, one of the horses 
of his machine was knoeked up, by which accident 
the victory was ravished almost from his very 
grasp, and Ijc was obliged to endure the damage 
and the scorn. 

He was deeply aflFected with this misfortune, 
which he imputed to his own extravagance and 
temerity ; but discovered no external signs of af¬ 
fliction, because his illustrious partner bore his loss 
with the most philosophic resignation, consoling 
himself, as well as Pickle, with the hope of making 
it up on some other occasion. Nevertheless, our 
young gentleman could not help admiring, and 
even envying his ecjuaniniity, not knowing that his 
lordship had managed matters so as to be a gainer 
by the misfortune; which to retrieve. Peregrine 
purchased several horses, at the recommendation 
of his friend; and, instead of returning to London, 
made a tour with him to all the celebrated races 
in England, at which, after several vicissitudes of 
fortune, he made shift, before the end of the season, 
to treble his loss. 

lint his hopes seemed to increase with his ill 
luck. In the beginning of winter he came to 
town, fully persuaded that fortune must necessarily 
change, and that next season he should reap the 
happy fruits of his experience. In this confidence, 
he seemed to drown all ideas of prudence and 
economy. His former expense was mere parsi¬ 
mony, compared with that which he now incurred. 
He subscribed to the opera, and half a dozen con¬ 
certs at different parts of the town; was a benefactor 
to several hospitals; purchased a collection of 
valuable pictures; took a house, and furnished it 
in a most magnificent taste, laid in a large stock of 
French wines, and gave extravagant entertainments 
to his quality friends, who, in return, loaded him 
with compliments, and insisted upon Ids making 
use of their interest and good will. 


CIIAPTEB LXXXIX. 

He is taken into the Protection of a creat Man; seta up fot 
a Member of Parliament; is disappointed in his Expecta¬ 
tion, and finds himself egre^ously outwitted. 

Among these professed patrons, the greatest part of 
whom Peregrine saw through, there was one great 
personage, who seemed to support with digni^ the 
sphere m which fortune had placed him. Hi* 
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behaviour to Pickle was not a series of grinning com¬ 
plaisance in a flat repetition of general expressions 
of friendshi[> and regard, lie demeaned himself 
with a seemingly honest reserve, in point of pro¬ 
fession s his advances to Peregrine appeared to he 
the result of deliberation and experiment; he chid 
the young gentleman for his extravagance, with the 
authority of a parent, and the sincerity of a fast 
friend; and having, by gradual inquiries, made 
himself acquainted with the state of his private 
afiairs, condemned his conduct with an air of can¬ 
dour and concern. He represented to liim the folly 
and dangerous consequences of the profligate life 
in which he had plunged himself, counselled him 
with great warmth to sell off his race-horses, which 
would otherwise insensibly eat him up; to retrench 
all superfluous expense, which would only serve to 
expose him to the ridicule and ingratitude of those 
who were benefited by it; to lay out his money 
upon secure mortgages, at good interest; and carry 
into execution his former design of standing candi¬ 
date for a borough, at the ensuing election for a 
new parliament; in which case this nobleman jiro- 
mised to assist him with his influence and advice ; 
assuring him, that, if he could once procure a scat 
in the house, he might look upon his fortune as 
already made. 

Our adventurer perceiving the wisdom and sanity 
of this advice, for which he made his acknow ledg- 
ments to his generous monitor, protested that he 
would adhere to it in every particular, and imme¬ 
diately set about a reformation. He accordingly 
took cognizance of his most minute afiairs, and, 
after an exact scrutiny, gave his patron to under¬ 
stand, that, exclusive of his furniture, his fortune 
was reduced to fourteen thousand three hundred 
and thirty pounds, in Hank and South-sea annnitie.s, 
over and above the garrison and its appendages, 
which he reckoned at sixty pounds a year. He 
therefore dc.sired, that, as his lordship had been so 
kind as to favour him with his friendship and 
advice, he would extend his generosity still farther, 
by putting him in a way of making the most ad¬ 
vantage of his money. My lord said, that, for his 
own part, he did not choose to meddle in money 
matters; that Mr. Pickle would find abundance of 
people ready to borrow it upon land security; but 
that he ought to be extremely cautious iu a trans¬ 
action of such consequence; promising, at the 
same time, to employ his own steward in seeking 
out a mortgager to whom it might be safely lent. 

This agent was accordingly set at work, and for 
a few days made a fruitless inquiry; so that the 
young gentleman was obliged to have recourse to 
his own intelligence, by which he got notice of 
several people of reput^ credit, who offered him 
mortgages for the whole sum; but when he made 
a report of the particulars to his noble friend, his 
lordship started such doubts and objections relating 
to each, that he was deterred from entering into any 
engagements with the proposers; congratulating 
himself, iu the mean time, on his good fortune, in 
being fovoured with the advice and direction of 
such a sage counsellor. Nevertheless, he began to 
be impatient, after having unsuccessfully consulted 
all the money-brokers and conveyancers about 
town, and resolved to try the expedient of a public 
advertisement But he was persuaded by ray lord 
to postpone that experiment, until every other me¬ 
thod should have failed, because it would attract 
the attention of all the pettifoggers in London, 


who, though they might not be able to over-reach, 
would infallibly harass and tease him out of all 
tranquillity. 

It was on the hack of this conversation that Pe¬ 
regrine, chancing to meet the steward near his 
lord’s house, stopped him in the street, to give him 
an account of his had luck ; at which the other ex¬ 
pressed some conceni, and rubbing his chin with 
his hand, in a musing posture, told 1‘iekle, there 
was a thought just come into his head, jiointing out 
one way of doing his business effectually. The 
youth, upon this intimation, begged he would ac¬ 
company him to the next eofl'ee house, in which 
having chosen a private situation, this grave mana¬ 
ger gave him to understand, that a part of my 
lord’s estate was mortgaged, in consequonee of a 
debt contracted by his grandfiithcr, for provision to 
the younger children of the family ; and that the 
equity of redemption would he foreclo.sed in a 
few months, unle.ss tlio burden could be discharged. 
“ My lord,” said he, “ has always lived in a splendid 
manner, and notwithstanding his ample fortune, 
together with the profits aecming from the posts 
he enjoys, he saves so little money, that, upon this 
occasion, 1 know he will bo obliged to borrow ten 
thousand pounds to make u]) tlie sum that is requi¬ 
site to redeem the mortgage. Now, certain I am, 
that, when his design comes to he known, he will 
he solicited on all hands liy people desirous of 
lending money upon such undonhted security ; and 
’tis odds but tic has already promised the iiretercncc 
to some particular acijuaiutanee. However, as I 
know ho has your interest very much at heart, I 
will, if you plea.se, sound his lordship upon the 
subject, and in a day or two give you notice of my 
success.” 

JVrcgiiiic, ravished with the prospect of settling 
this affair so much to his satisfaction, thanked the 
steuard for his friendly hint ami undertaking, 
which he assured him should be acknowledged by 
a more solid proof of his gratitude, provided the 
business could be brought to bear; and next day 
he was visited by this kind manager, with the 
happy news of his lordship’s having conscuted to 
borrow ten thousand pounds of his stock upon 
mortgage, at the interest of five per cent. 'J'his in¬ 
formation he received as an instance of the singular 
esteem of his noble patron; and the papers licing 
immediately drawn and executed, the money was 
deposited in the hands of the mortgager, who, in 
the hearing of the lender, laid strong injunctions 
on his steward to pay the interest punctually at 
quarter-day. 

The best part of our hero’s fortune being thus 
hajipily deposited, and the agent gratified with a 
present of fifty piece.s, he began to put his retrench¬ 
ing scheme in execution; all Iiis servants, I’ipes 
excepted, were di.scharged, his chariot and running 
horses disposed of, his house-keeping broke up, and 
his furniture sold by auction. Nay, the heat of his 
disposition was as remarkable in this as any other 
transaction in his life ; for every step of his saving 
project was taken with such eagerness, and even 
precipitation, that most of his companions tliought 
lie was either ruined or mad. But he answered 
all their expostulations with a string of priid nt 
apophthegms, such as, “ Tlie shortest follies are the 
best;” “ Better to retrench upon eonvietiou than 
compulsion ;” and divers other wise maxims, seem¬ 
ingly the result of experience and philosophic re¬ 
flection. To such a degree of enthusiasm did his 
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present economy preyiul,thBt he -was actually Beized 
■with the desire of amassing. And as he every day 
received proposals from those brokers ■whom he 
had employed, about the disposal of his cash, he at 
length ventured fifteen hundred pounds upon bot¬ 
tomry, being tempted by the excessive premium. 

But it must be observed, for the honour of our 
adventurer, that this reformation did not at all in- ! 
terfere with the good qualities of his heart. He was 
still as friendly and benevolent as ever, though his 
liberality was more subject to the restraint of rea¬ 
son ;«ndhemight have justly pleaded, in vindication 
of his generosity, that he retrenched the superfluities 
in his own way of living, in order to preserve the 
power of assisting his fellow-creatures in distress. 
Numberless were the objects to which he extended 
his charity in private. Indeed, he exerted this 
virtue in secret, not only on account of avoiding the 
charge of ostentation, but also because he was 
ashamed of being detected in such an awkward 
unfashionable practice, by the censorious observers 
of this humane generation. In this particular, he 
seemed to confound the ideas of virtue and vice; 
for he did good, as other people do evil, by stealth; 
and was so capricious in point of behaviour, that 
frequently, in public, he wagged his tongue in 
satirical animadversions upon that poverty which 
his hand had in private relieved. Yet, far from 
shunning the acquaintance, or discouraging the 
solicitation of those who, he thought, wanted his 
assistance, he was always accessible, open, and com¬ 
plaisant to them, even when the haughtiness of his 
temper kept his superiors at a distance; and often 
saved a modest man the anguish and confusion of 
declaring himself, by jicnetrating into his necessity, 
and anticipating his request, in a frank offer of his 
purse and friendship. 

Not that he practised this beneficence to all the 
needy of his acquaintance without distinction; there 
is always a set of idle profligate fellows, who, hav¬ 
ing squandered away their own fortunes, and con¬ 
quered all sense of honour and shame, maintain 
themselves by borrowing from those who have not 
yet finished the same career, and want resolution 
to resist their importunate demands. To these he 
was always inflexible; though he could not abso¬ 
lutely detach himself from their company, because, 
by dint of effrontery, and such of their original 
connexions as they have been able to retain, they 
find admission to all places of fashionable resort. 

Several unsuccessful attacks had been made upon 
his pocket by beggars of this class. One of the 
most artful of them, having one day joined him in 
the mall,-and made the usual observation on the 
weather, d—ed all the fogs of London, and bi'gan 
a dissertation on the difference of air, preferring 
that of the country in which he was bom to any 
climate under the sun. “Was you ever in Glou¬ 
cestershire ?” said he to Peregrine i who replying in 
the negative, he thus went on. “ I have got a house 
there, where I should be glad to see yon. Let us go 
down together during the Easter holidays; I can 
promise you good country fare and wholesome ex¬ 
ercise j for I have every thing ■within myself, and 
as good a pack of fox-hounds as any in the three 
kingdoms. I shan’t pretend to expatiate upon tlie 
elegance of the house, which to be sure is an old 
building; and these, you know, are generally cold, 
and not very convenient. But, curse the house; 
the dirty acres about it are the thing; and a 
d—«d fine parcel they arc to be sure. If my old 


grandmother was dead—she can’t live another sea- 
! on, for she’s turned of fourscore, and quite wore 
out. Nay, as for that matter, I believe I have got 
a letter in my pocket, giving an account of her 
being despaired of by the doctors. Let me see— 
No, d—n it, I left it at home, in the pocket of 
another coat.” 

Pickle, who, from the beginning of this harangue, 
saw its tendency, seemed to yield the most serious 
attention to what he said: breaking in upon it, 
every now and then, with the intcijcctions, hum! 
ha! the deuce I and several civil questions, from 
which the other conceived happy omens of success; 
till perceiving they had advanced as far as the 
passage into St. James’s, the mischievous youth 
interrupted him all at once, saying, “I see you are 
for the end of the walk; this is my way.” With 
these words he took leave of the sauntcrer, who 
would have delayed his retreat, by calling to him 
aloud, that he had not yet described the situation 
of his castle. But I’eregrine, without stopping, 
answered in the same tone, “ Another time will do 
as well;” and in a moment disappeared, leaving the 
projector very much mortified with his disappoint¬ 
ment ; for his intention was to close the description 
with a demand of twenty pieces, to be repaid out of 
the first remittance he should receive from his estate. 

It would have been well for our hero, had he 
always acted with the same circumspection. But 
he had his unguarded moments, in which he fell a 
prey to the unsuspecting integrity of his own heart. 
There was a person among the number of his ac¬ 
quaintances, whose conversation he particularly 
relished, because it was frank, agreeable, and 
fraught with many sensible observations upon the 
craft and treachery of mankind. This gentleman 
had made shift to discuss a very genteel fortune, 
though it was spent with taste and reputation, and 
now he was reduced to his shifts for the mainte¬ 
nance of his family, which consisted of a wife and 
child. Not that he was destitute of the necessaries 
of life, being comfortably supplied by the bounty 
of his friends; but this was a provnision not at 
all suited to his inclination; and he had endea¬ 
voured, by divers unsuccessful schemes, to rctrieva 
his former independency. 

Peregrine happened one evening to be sitting 
alone in a coffee-house, where he overheard a con¬ 
versation between this schemer and another gentle¬ 
man, touching an affair that engaged his attention. 
The stranger had been left trustee for fifteen 
hundred pounds bequeathed to the other’s daughter 
by an aunt, and was strongly solicited to pay the 
money to the child’s father, who assured him, he 
had then an opportunity to lay it out in such a 
manner as would greatly conduce to the advantage 
of hisfamily. The trustee reminded him of the nature 
of his charge, which made him accountable for the 
money until the child should have attained the age 
of eighteen ; but at the same time gave him to un¬ 
derstand, that, if he could procure such security as 
would indemnify him from the consequences, he 
would forthwith pay the legacy into his hands. 
To this proposal the father replied, that it was not 
to be supposed he would risk the fortune of his only 
child upon any idle scheme or precarious issue; 
and therefore he thought it reasonable, that he 
should have the use of it in the mean time; and 
that, as to security, he was loth to trouble any of 
his friends about an affair which might be com¬ 
promised without their interposition; observing, 
BBS 
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that he would not look upon his condescension as a 
farour, if obtained by security, on which he could 
borrow the same sum from any usurer in town. 

After much importunity on one side, and evasion 
on the other, the monied gentleman told liim, that, 
though he would not surrender the sum deposited 
in his hands for the use of his daughter, he would 
lend him what he should have occasion for, in the 
mean time; and if, upon her being of age, he should 
be able to obtain her concurrence, the money 
should be placed to her account, provided he could 
find any person of credit, who would join with him 
in a bon^ for the assurance of the lender. This 
proviso was an obstruction which the other would 
not have been able to surmount, without great diffi¬ 
culty, had not his cause been espoused by our hero, 
who thought it was a pity a man of honour and 
understanding should sufler in his principal con¬ 
cerns, on such a paltry consideration, lie there¬ 
fore, presuming on his acquaintance, interposed in 
the conversation as a friend, who interested himself 
in the affair; and, being fully informed of the 
particulars, offered himself as a security for the 
lender. 

This gentleman being a stranger to Peregrine, 
was next day made acquainted with his funds ; and, 
without further scruple, accommodated his friend 
with one thousand pounds, for which he took their 
bond payable in six months, though he protested 
that the money should never be demanded, until 
the infant should be of age, unless some accident 
should happen which he could not then foresee. 
Pickle believed this declaration sincere, because he 
could have no interest in dissembling; but what 
he chiefly depended upon, for his own security, was 
the integrity and confidence of the borrower, who 
assured him, that happen what would, he should be 
able to stand between him and all danger; the 
nature of his plan being such, as would infallibly 
treble the sum in a very few months. 

In a little time after this transaction, writs being 
issued out for electing a new parliament, our 
adventurer, by the advice of his patron, went into 
the country, in order to canvas for a borough, and 
lined his pockets with a comptent share of bank¬ 
notes for the occasion. But in this project he un¬ 
fortunately happened to interfere with the interest 
of a great family in the opposition, who, for a long 
scries of years, had made members for that place ; 
and were now so much offended at the intrusion of 
our young gentleman, that they threatened to spend 
ten thousand pounds in frustrating his design. This 
menace was no other than an incitement to Pere¬ 
grine, who confidal so much in his own influence 
and address, that he verily believed he should be 
able to baffle his Grace, even in his own territories. 
By that victory he hoped to establish his reputation 
and interest with the minister, who, through the 
recommendation of his noble friend, countenanced 
his cause, and would have been very well pleased 
to see one of his great enemies suffer such a dis- 
praceful overthrow, which would have, moreover, 
in a great measure, shaken his cre^ with his 
faction. i 

Our hero, intoxicated with the ideas of pride 
and ambition, put all his talents to the test, in the 
execution of this project. He spared no expense 
in treating the electors; but finding himself rivalled 
in this respect by his competitor, who was power¬ 
fully supported, he had recourse to those qualifica¬ 
tions in which he thought himself superior. He ; 


made balls for the ladies, visited the matrons of 
the corporation, adapted himself to their various 
humours with suriirising facility, drank with those 
who loved a cherishing cup in private, made love to 
the amorous, prayed with the religious, gossipped 
with those who delighted in scandal, and with 
great sagacity contrived agreeable presents to them 
all. This was the most effectual method of engaging 
such electors as were under the inffuence of tlieir 
wives. As for the rest, he assailed them in their 
own way, setting whole hogsheads of beer and wine 
abroach, for the benefit of all comers; and into 
those sordid hearts that liquor would not opcu, he 
found means to convey himself by the help of a 
golden key. 

While he thus exerted himself, his antagonist 
was not idle; his age and infirmities would not 
permit him to enter personally into their parties; 
but his stewards and adherents bestirred themselves 
with great industry and perseverance. The market 
for votes ran so high, that Pickle’s ready money 
was exhausted before the day of election, and he 
was obliged to write to his patron an aecount of the 
dilemma to which he was reduced, entreating him 
to take such siiecdy measures as would enable him 
to finish the business which he had so happily begun. 

This nobleman communicated the circumstances 
of the case to the minister, and in a day or two our 
candidate found credit with the receiver-general of 
the county, who lent him twelve hundred pounds on 
his personal note, payable on demand. By means 
of this new siqiply he managed matters so sue- 
cessfully, that an evident majority of votes was 
secured in his interest, and notlung could have 
obstructed his election, had not the noble peer who 
set up his competitor, in order to avoid the shame 
and mortification of being foiled in his own bo¬ 
rough, offered to compromise the affair with his 
honour, by giving u]> two members in another 
place, provided the opposition should cease in his 
own corporation. This proposal was greedily 
embraced. On the eve of the cleetion, I’eregrine 
received an intimation from his patron, desiring 
him to quit his pretensions, on pain of his and the 
minister’s displeasure, and promising that he should 
be elected for another place. 

No other disappointment in life could have given 
him such chagrin as he felt at the receipt of this 
tantalizing order, by which the cup of succc.ss was 
snatched from his lip, and all the vanity of his 
ambitious hope humbled in the dust. He cursed 
the whole chain of his court connexions, inveighed 
with great animosity against the rascally scheme of 
polities to which he was sacrificed, and, in con¬ 
clusion, swore he would not give up the fruits of 
his own address for the pleasure of any minister 
upon earth. This laudable resolution, however, 
was rendered ineffectual by his friend the receiver- 
general, who was bearer of the message, imd, after 
having in vain endeavoured to persuade him to 
submission, fairly arrested him upon the spot for 
the money he had advanced ; this expedient being 
performed by virtue of a writ which he had been 
advised to take out, in case the young man should 
prove refractory. 

The reader, who by thiS time must be pretty well 
acquainted with the disposition of our hero, may 
easily conceive how he relished this adventure. At 
first, all the faculties of his soul were swallowed up 
in astonishment and indignation; and some minutes 
elapsed before his nerves would obey the impulse 



PEUEGRINE PICKLE. 


s7a 


of his rage, which manifested itself in such an 
Implication to the temples of the plaintiff, as laid 
him sprawling on the floor. This assault, which 
was committed in a tavern, whither he had been 
purposely decoyed, attracted the regard of the 
bailiff and his followers, who, to the number of 
four, rushed upon him at once, in order to over¬ 
power him i but his wrath inspired him with such 
additional strength and agility, that he disengaged 
himself from them in a trice, and, seizing a poker, 
which was the first weapon that presented itself to his 
hand, exercised it upon their skulls with incredible 
dexterity and execution. The officer himself^ who 
had been the first that presumed to lay violent 
hands upon him, felt the first effects of his fury in 
a blow upon the jaws, in consequence of which he 
lost three of his teeth, and fell athwart the body of 
the receiver, with wliich he formed the figure of a 
St. Andrew’s cross. ()ne of his myrmidons, seeing 
the fate of his chiefi would not venture to attack 
the victor in front, but, wheeling to one side, made 
an attempt upon him in flank, and was received 
obliquely by our liero’s left hand and foot, so 
masterly disposed to the right side of his leg, and 
the left side of his neck, that he bolted head fore¬ 
most into the chimney, where his chin was en¬ 
countered by the grate, which in a moment seared 
him to the hone. The rest of the detachment did 
not think proper to maintain the dis]iute, but, 
evacuating the room with great expedition, locked 
the door on the outside, and bellowed aloud to tlie 
receiver’s servants, beseeching them to come to the 
assistance of their master, who was in danger of 
his life. 

Meanwhile, this gentleman liaving recollected 
himself, demanded a parley ; which having with 
difiiculty obtained of our incensed candidate, in 
consequence of the most submissive apnlication, he 
complaini'd grievously of the young gentleman’s 
intemperance and heat of disposition, and very 
calmly represented the danger of his rashness and 
indiscretion. He told him, that nothing could be 
more outrageous or idle, than the resistance he had 
made against the laws of his country, because he 
would find it impracticable to withstand the whole 
executive power of the country, which he could 
easily raise to apprehend and secure him; that over 
and above the disgrace that would accrue to him 
from this imprudent conduct, he would knock his 
own interest on the head, by disobliging his friends 
in the administration, who were, to his knowledge, 
at present very well disposed to do him service; 
that, for his own part, what he had done was by the 
cx]iress order of his superiors, and not out of any 
desire of distressing him; and that far from being 
his cneniy, notwithstanding the shocking insult he 
had sustained, he was ready to withdraw the writ, 
provided be would listen to any reasonable terms 
of aecomniodation. 

Peregrine, who was not more prone to anger 
than open to conviction, being appeased by his 
condescension, moved by his arguments, and chid 
by his own reflection for what he had done in the 
preci]>itation of his wrath, began to give ear to his 
remonstrances; and tlig bailiffs being ordered to 
withdraw, they entered into a conference, the result 
of which was onr adventurer’s immediate departure 
for London; so that next day his comiietitor was 
unanimously chosen, because nobody appeared to 
oppose his election. 

The discontented Pickle, on his arrival in town, 


went directly to the house of his patron, to whom, 
in the anguish of his disappointment, he bitterly 
complaint of the treatment he had received, hy 
which, besides the disgrace of his overthrow, he 
was no less than two thousand pounds out of pocket, 
exclusive of the debt for which he stood engaged to 
the receiver. His lordship, who was preparSl for 
this expostulation, on his knowledge of Ae young 
man’s impetuous temper, answered all the articles 
of his charge with great deliberation, pving him 
to understand the motives that induced the minister 
to quit his interest in that borough; and soothing 
him with assurances that his loss would be amply 
rewarded by his honour, to whom he was next day 
introduced by this nobleman, in the warmest style 
of recommendation. The minister, who was a 
pa^-rn of complaisance, received him with the 
most engaging affability j thanked him very kindly 
for his endeavours to support and strengthen the 
interest of the administration; and faithfully pro¬ 
mised to lay hold on the first opportunity to express 
the sense he had of his zeal and attachment; 
desiring to see him often at his levee, that, in the 
multiplicity of business, he might not be in danger 
of forgetting his services and desert 


CHAPTER XC. 

Peregrine commeneee Minister’s Dependent—Meets by Aeei- 

dent with Mrs Gauntlet—And descends gradually in the 
Cundition of Life. 

This reception, favourable as it was, did not please 
J’eregrine, who had too much discernment to be 
cajoled with general promises, at a time when he 
thought himself entitled to the most particular as¬ 
surance. He accordingly signified his disgust to 
his introductor, giving him to understand, that he 
had laid his account with being chosen representa¬ 
tive of one of those boroughs for which he had 
been sacrificed. His lordship agreed to the reason¬ 
ableness of his expectation, observing, however, 
that he could not suppose the minister would enter 
upon business with him on his first visit; and that 
it would be time enough at his next audience to 
communicate his demand. 

Notwithstanding this remonstrance, our hero 
continued to indulge his suspicion and chagrin, and 
even made a point of it with his patron, that his 
lordship should next day make application in his 
behalf, lest the two seats should be filled up, on 
pretence of his inclinations being unknown. Thus 
importuned, my lord went to his principal, and re¬ 
turned with an answer, importing that his honour 
was extremely sorry that Mr. Pickle had not sigvn 
fled his request before the boroughs in question 
were promised to two gentlemen whom he could 
not now disappoint, with any regard to his own 
credit or interest; but as several persons who 
would be chosen were, to his certain knowledge, 
very aged and infirm, he did not doubt that there 
would be plenty of vacant seats in a very short 
time, and then the young gentleman might depend 
upon his friendship. 

Peregrine was so much irritated at this intima¬ 
tion, that, in the first transports of his anger, he forgot 
the respect he owed his friend, and in his presence 
inveighed against the minister, as a person devoid 
of gratitude and candour, protesting, that if ever an 
opportunity should offer itself, he would spend the 
whole remains of his fortune in opposing his me»> 
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Kures. 'Die nobleman having given him time to 
exhaust the impetuosity of his passion, rebuked him 
very calmly for his disrespectful expressions, which 
were equally injurious and indiscreet; assured him 
that this project of revenge, if ever put in execu¬ 
tion, would redound to his own prejudice and con¬ 
fusion ; and advised him to cultivate and improve, 
with patience and assiduity, tlic footing he had 
already obtained in the minister’s good graces. 

Our hero, convinced of the truth, tliough not 
satisfied with the occasion of his admonitions, took 
his leave in a fit of sullen discontent, and began to 
ruminate upon the shattered posture of his afl'airs. 
All that now remained of the ample fortune he had 
inherited was the sum he had deposited in his lord¬ 
ship’s hands, together with fifteen hundred pounds 
he had ventured on bottomry, and the garrison, 
which he had left for the use and accommodation 
of the lieutenant; and, on the per eontra side of his 
account, he was debtor for the supply he had re¬ 
ceived from the receiver-general, and the money 
for which he was bound in behalf of his friend; so 
that he found himself, for the first time of his life, 
very much cmbarras.scd in his circumstances. For, 
of the first half year’s interest of his ten thousand, 
which was punctually paid, he had but fourscore 
pounds in bank, without any prospect of a far¬ 
ther supply till the other term, which was at the 
distance of four long months. He seriously re¬ 
flected upon the uncertainty of human affairs; the 
ship with his fifteen hundred pounds might be lost, 
the gentleman for whom he was security might 
miscarry in this, as well as in his former projects, 
and the minister might one day, through policy or 
displeasure, expose him to the mercy of his depen¬ 
dent, who was in possession of his notes. 

These suggestions did not at all contribute to the 
ease of our adventurer’s mind, already ruffled by 
ais disappointment. He cursed his own folly and 
extravagance, by which he was reduced to such an 
uncom'ortable situation. He compared his own 
conduct with that of some young gentlemen of his 
acquaintance, who, while he was squandering away 
the best part of his inheritance, had improved their 
fortunes, strengthened their interest, and increased 
their reputation. He was ahandoiicd by his gaiety 
and good humour, his countenance gradually con¬ 
tracted itself into a representation of severity and 
care, he dropped all his amusements and the com¬ 
panions of his pleasure, and turned his whole 
attention to the minister, at whose levee he never 
failed to appear. 

While he thus laboured in the wheel of depend¬ 
ence, with all that mortification which a youth of 
his pride and scmsibility may be supposed to feel 
from such a disagreeable necessity, he one day 
heard himself called hy name, as he crossed the 
park; and turning, perceived the wife of Uaptain 
Gauntlet, with another lady. He no sooner recog¬ 
nised the kind Sophy, than he accosted her with 
his wonted civility and friendship; but his former 
sprightly air was metamorphosed into such austerity, 
or rather dejection of feature, that she could scarce 
believe her own eyes; and, in her astonishment, 
“ Is it possible,” said she, “ that the gay Mr. Pickle 
should be so much alter^ in such a short space of 
time!” He made no other reply to this exclama¬ 
tion, but by a languid smile ; and asked bow long 
she had been in town 1 observing, that he would 
have paid his compliments to her at her own lodg¬ 
ings, had he been favoured with the least intimation 


of her arrival. After having thanked him for his 
politeness, she told him, it was not owing to any 
abatement of her friendship and esteem tor him, 
that she had omitted to give him that notice ; but 
his abrupt departure from Windsor, and the man¬ 
ner in which he quitted Mr. Gauntlet, had given 
her just grounds to believe that they had incurred 
his displeasure ; which suspicion was reinforced by 
his long silence and neglect from that period to the 
present time. She observed it was still farther 
confirmed, by liis forbearing to inquire for Emilia 
and her brother. “Judge, then,” said she, “if I 
had any reason to believe that you would be pleased 
to hear that I was in town. Ilowever, 1 will not 
detain you at present, because you seem to be en¬ 
gaged about some particular business; but, if yon 
w ill favour me with your company at breakfast to¬ 
morrow, I shall be much pleased, and honoured to 
boot, by the visit.” So saying, she gave him a 
direction to her lodgings; and he took his leave, 
with a faithful promise of seeing her at the appointed 
time. 

lie was very much affected with this advance of 
Sophy, which he considered as an instance of her 
uncommon sweetness of temper; he felt strange 
longings of returning friendship towards Godfrey ; 
and the remembrance of Emilia melted his heart, 
already softened witli grief and mortification. Next 
day he did not neglect his engagement, and had the 
pleasure of enjoying a long conversation with this 
sensible young lady, who gave him to understand 
that her hu-sband was with his regiment; and pre¬ 
sented to him a fine boy, the first fruits of their love, 
whom they had christened by the name of Pere¬ 
grine, in memory of the friendship which had sub¬ 
sisted between Godfrey and our youth. 

This proof of their regard, notwithstanding the 
interrujition in their correspondence, made a deep 
impression upon the mind of our adventurer, who 
having made the warmest acknowledgments for 
this undeserved mark of respect, took the child in 
his arms, and almost devoured him with kisses, 
protesting before God, that he should always con¬ 
sider him with the tenderness of a parent. This was 
the highest compliment he could pay to the gentle 
Sophy, who again kindly chid him for his disdainful 
and precipitate retreat, immediately after her mar¬ 
riage ; and expressed an earnest desire of seeing him 
and the eiiptain reconciled. lie assured her, nothing 
could give him greater satisfaction than such an 
event, to which he would contribute all that lay in 
his power, tboiigli he could not help looking upon 
himself as injured by Captain Gauntlet’s behaviour, 
which denoted a suspicion of his honour, as well as 
contempt for his understanding. The lady under¬ 
took for the concession of her husband, who, she 
told him, had been extremely sorry for his own 
heat, after Mr. Pickle's departure, and would have 
followed him to the garrison, in order to solicit his 
forgivene.ss, had he not been restrained by certain 
punctilios, occasioned by some acrimonious expres¬ 
sions that dropped from Peregrine at the inn. 

After having cleared up this misunderstanding, 
she proceeded to give an account of Emilia, whose 
behaviour, nt that juncture, plainly indicated a con¬ 
tinuance of affection for her first lover; and desired, 
that he would give her full powers to bring that 
matter also to an accommodation : “ For 1 am not 
more certain of my own existence,” said she, “ than 
that you are still in possession of my sister’s heart.” 
At this declaration, the tear started in his eye. 
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Bat he shook hU nead, and declined her good 
offices, wishing that the young lady might be 
much more happy than ever he should be able to 
make her. 

Mrs. Gauntlet, eonfounded at these expressions, 
and moved by the desponding manner in which 
they were delivered, liegged to know if any new 
obstacle was raised, by some late change in his 
sentiments or situation. And he, in order to avoid 
a painful ex]ilanation, told her, that he had long 
despaired of being able to vanquish Emilia’s resent¬ 
ment, and for that reason quitted the pursuit, which 
he would never renew, howsoever his heart might 
sufl'er by that resolution; though he took Heaven 
to witness, lliat his love, esteem, and admiration of 
her, were not in the least impaired. But the true 
motive of his laying aside his design, was the 
conseiousness of his decayed fortune, which, by 
adding to the sensibility of his pride, increased the 
horror of another repulse. Hhc expressed her 
concern for this determination, both on his own 
aeeount, and in behalf of Emilia, whose ha])piness, 
in her opinion, depended upon his constancy and 
affection; and she would haie questioned him more 
minutely about the state of his affairs, had not he 
discouraged the inciuiry, by seeking to introduce 
another subject of conversation. 

After mutual protestations of friendship and re¬ 
gard, he promised to visit her often, during her 
residence in town; and took his leave in a strange 
perplexity of mind, occasioned by the images of 
love, intruding upon the remonstrances of carking 
care. lie had some time ago forsaken those ex¬ 
travagant companions with whom he had rioted in 
the heyday of his fortune, and begun to consort 
with a grav er and more sober species of ae(piaint- 
ance. But he now found himself disabled from 
cultivating the society of these also, who were men 
of ample estates and liberal dispositions; in con¬ 
sequence of which, their parties were too expensive 
for the. consumptive state of his tinanecs; so that 
he was obliged to de.scend to another degree, and 
mingle with a set of old bachelors and younger 
brothers, who subsisted on slender annuities, or 
what is called a bare competency in the public 
funds. This association was composed of second¬ 
hand politicians and minor critics, who in the fore¬ 
noon saunter in the Mall, or lounge at shows of 
pictures, appear in the drawing-room once or twice 
a-week, dine at an oixliuary, decide disputes in a 
coffce-hou.se, with an air of superior intelligence, 
frequent the jiit of the jilay-house, and once in a 
mouth spend an evening with some noted actor, 
whose remarkable say ings they repeat for the enter¬ 
tainment of their ordinary friends. 

After all, he found something comfortable enough 
in the conipaiiy of these gentlemen, who never 
interested his passions to any violence of transport, 
nor teased him with impertinent curiosity about 
his private affairs. l‘\ir though many of them had 
maintained a very long, close, and friendly eorre- 
j spondence with each other, they never dreamt of 
inquiring into particular concerns; and if one cf 
the two who were most intimately connected, had 
been asked how the other made a shift to live ? he 
would have answered with great truth, “Heally, 
that is more than I know.” Notwithstanding this 
phlegmatic indifference, which is of the true English 
production, they were idl inoffensive, good-natured 
people, who loved a joke and a song, delighted in 
telling a merry story, and prided themselves in the 


art of catering, especially in the articles of fish, 
venison, and wild fowl. 

Our young gentleman was not received among 
hem on the footing of a common member, who 
makes interest for his admission; he was courted 
s a jierson of superior genius and importance, and 
his compliance lookeil upon as an honour to their 
society. '1 his their idea of his pre-eminence was 
npported by his conversation, which, while it was 
more liberal and learned than that to which they 
lad been accustomed, was tinctured with an assum- 
iig air, so agreeably diffused, that, instead of pro- 
luciiig aversion, it commanded resiwet. They not 
miy ajipealed to him, in all doubts relating to 
foreign parts, to which one and all of them were 
straiigei's, but also consulted his knowledge in 
history and divinity, which were frequently the 
opics of their debates; and, in poetry of all kinds, 
he decided with such magisterial authority, as even 
weighed against the opinions of the players them¬ 
selves. The variety of characters he had seen and 
ibserved, and the high spheres of life in which he 
lad so lately moved, furnished him with a thousand 
■ntertaining anecdotes. AVhen ho became a little 
familiarised to his disa])pointiiients, so that his 
natural vivacity began to revive, he flashed among 
hem in such a number of bright sallies, as struck 
them with admiration, and constituted himself a 
clas.sic in wit; insomueh that they began to retail 
his remnants, and even invited some particular 
friends to come and hear him hold forth. One of 
the players, who had for many years strutted about 
the taverns in the neighbourhood of Covent Garden 
as the Grand Turk of wit and humour, began to 
find Ills admirers melt away; and a certain petulant 
physician, who had shone at almost all the port 
clubs in that end of the town, was actually obliged 
to import his talents into the city, where he has 
now ha|ipily taken root. 

Nor was this success to he wondered at, if we 
consider that, over and above his natural genius 
and education, our adventurer still had tlic oppor¬ 
tunity of knowing everything which happened 
among the great, by means of his friend Cadwal- 
lader, with whom he still maintained his former 
inliimacy, though it was now chequered with many 
oeeasioual tifts, owing to the sarcastic remon¬ 
strances of the misanthrope, who disapproved of 
those schemes which mlsc,arried with I’eregrine, 
and now took unseasonable methods of valuing 
himself iijion his own foresight. Nay, he was 
between whiles like a raven, croaking presages of 
more ill luck from the deceit of the minister, the 
dissimulation of his patron, the folly of the pro¬ 
jector, for w honi he was bound, the uncertainty of 
the seas, and the villanj of those with whom he 
had intrusted his cash, for Crabtree saw and con¬ 
sidered every thing through a perspective of spleen, 
that always reflected the worst side of human nature. 

For these reasons our young gentleman began to 
he disgusted, at certain intervals, with the character 
of this old man, whom he now thought a morose 
cynic, not so much incensed against the follies and 
vices of mankind, as delighted with the distress of 
his fellow-creatures. 'J'hus he put the most un¬ 
favourable eonstniction on the principles of his 
friend, because he found himself justly fallen under 
the lash of his animadversion. 

Thus self-accusation very often dissolves the 
closest friendship. A man, conscious of his own 
indiscretion, is imclacably offended at the rectitude 
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of his companion’s conduct, -which he considers as 
an insult upon his failings, never to be forgiven, 
even though he has not tasted the bitterness of 
reproof, which no sinner can commodiously digest. 
The friendship, therefore, subsisting between Crab¬ 
tree and Pickle, had of late suffered several 
symptomatic shocks, that seemed to prognosticate 
a total dissolution; a great deal of smart dialogue 
had passed in their private conversations, and the 
senior began to repent of having placed his con¬ 
fidence in such an imprudent, headstrong, un¬ 
governable youth. 

It was in such paroxysms of displeasure, that he 
prophesied misfortune to Peregrine, and even told 
him one morning, that he had dreamed of the ship¬ 
wreck of the two East Indiamcn, on board of which 
he had hazarded his money. But this was no other 
than a false -vision; for in a few weeks, one of them 
arrived at her moorings in the river, and he received 
a thousand in lieu of eight hundred pounds which 
he had lent upon bond to one of the mates. At 
the same time he was informed, that the other ship, 
in which he was concerned, had, in all probability, 
lost her passage for the season, by being unable to 
weather the Cape, lie was not at all eoncemed at 
that piece of new.s, knowing, that the longer he 
should lie out of his money, he would have the 
more interest to receive; and finding his present 
difficulties removed by this supply, his heart began 
to dilate, and his countenance to resume its former 
alacrity. 

This state of exultation, however, was soon in¬ 
terrupted by a small accident, which he could not 
foresee. lie was visited one morning by the person 
who had lent his friend a thousand pounds on his 
security, and given to understand, that the borrower 
had absconded, in consequence of a disappointment, 
by which he had lost the whole sum and all hopes 
of retrieving it; so that our hero was now liable 
for the debt, which In- besought him to discharge 
according to the bond, that he, the lender, might 
not sutler by his humanity. It may be easily 
conceived that Peregrine did not receive this intel¬ 
ligence in cold blood. He cursed his own im¬ 
prudence in contracting such engagements with an 
adventurer, whom he did not sufficiently know. 
He exclaimed against the treachery of the pro¬ 
jector; and having for some time indulged his 
resentment in threats and imprecations, inquired 
into the nature of the .scheme which had miscarried. 

The lender, who had been informed himself of the 
whole affair, gratified his curiosity in this jiartieular, 
by telling him that the fugitive h^ been cajoled by 
tt certain knight of the post, who undertook to 
manage the thousand pounds in such a manner as 
would, in a very little time, make him perfectly 
independent; and thus he delineated the plan; 
“ One half of the sum,” said he, “ shall be laid out 
in jewels, which I will pawn to certain persons of 
credit and fortune, who lend money u()on such 
pledges at an exorbitant interest The other shall 
be kept for relieving them, so that they may be 
again deposited with a second set of those honour¬ 
able usurers; and when they shall have been cir¬ 
culated in this manner through a variety of hands, 
we will extort money from each of the pawn¬ 
brokers, by threatening them with a public pro¬ 
secution, for exacting illegal interest; and I know 
that they will bleed freely, rather than be exposed 
to the infamy attending such an accusation.” The 
scheme was feasible, and though not very honour¬ 


able, made such an impression upon the needy 
borrower, that he assented to the proposal; and, by 
our hero’s credit, the money was raised. The 
jewels were accordingly purchased, pawned, re¬ 
lieved, and replcdged by the agent, who undertook 
to manage the whole affair; and so judiciously 
was the project executed, that he could have easily 
proved each lender guilty of the charge. Having 
thus far successfully transacted the business, tlii.s 
faithful agent visited them severally on his own 
account, to give them intimation, tlmt his employei 
intended to sue them on the statute of usury; upon 
which, every one for himself bribed the informer 
to withdraw his evidence, by which alone he could 
be convicted; and having i-eceived these gratifica¬ 
tions, he had thought proper to retreat into France 
with the whole booty, including the original thou¬ 
sand that put them in motivn. In consequence of 
this decampment, the borrower had withdrawn 
himself; so that the lender was obliged to have 
recourse to his security. 

This was a very mortifying account to our young 
gentleman, who in vain reminded the narrator of 
his promise, importing, that he would not demand 
the money, until he should be called to an account 
by his ward; and observed, that, long before that 
period, the fugitive might appear and discharge the 
debt But the other was deaf to these remon¬ 
strances ; alleging, that his promise was provisional, 
on the supposition that the borrower would deal 
candidly and fairly; that he had forfeited all title to 
his friendship and trust, by the scandalous .sehemo 
in which he had embarked; and that his trea¬ 
cherous flight from his security was no proof of his 
honesty and intended return ; but, on the contrary, 
a warning, by which he (the lender) was tiuight to 
take care of himself. He therefore insisted upon 
his being indemnified immediately, on pain of 
letting the law lake its course; and I’eregrine was 
actually obliged to part with the whole sum he had 
so lately received. But this payment -was not made 
without extreme reluctance, indignation, and de¬ 
nunciation of eternal war against the absconder, 
and the rigid creditor, betwixt whom h; suspi’Cted 
some collusion. 

CHAPTEll XCI. 

Cadwalladcr acts tlic part of a (’oniforter to Ills Friend ; and 
in his turn is consoled by Pereffrine, who to linJ 

liimself u most ojtrcgious Dupe. 

This new misfortune, which iie justly charged to 
tlic account of liis own folly, recalled his chagrin; 
and though he endeavoun'd with all his might to 
conceal the affair from the knowledge of ('adwal- 
lader, that prying observer perceived his counte¬ 
nance overcast The projector’s sudden disaj)pear- 
ance alarming his suspicion, he managed his 
in(|uiries with so much art, that in a few days he 
made himself acquainted with every particular of 
the transaction, and resolved to gratify his spleen 
at the expense of the impatieut dupe. With this 
view, he look an opportunity to accost him with a 
very serious air, saying a friend of his had imme¬ 
diate occasion for a tliousand pounds, and as Pere¬ 
grine had the exact sum lying by him, he would 
take it as a great favour if he would part with it 
for a few months on undoubted security. Had 
Pickle know'n the true motive of this demand, he 
would in all likelihood have made a very disagree¬ 
able answer; but Crabtree bad wrapt himself up so 
securely in the dissimulation of his features, that 
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the youth could not possibly penetrate into his Hackneyed as he was in the ways of life, and 
intention; and in the most galling suspense replied, steeled with his boasted stoicism, this epistle threw 
that the money was otherwise en^ged. The him into such an agony of vexation, that a double 
misanthrope, not contented with this irritation, proportion of souring was visible in his aspect, 
assumed the prerogative of a friend, and questioned when he was visited by the author, who having 
him so minutely about the disposal of the cash, observed and followed the postman at a proper 
that, after numberless evasions, which cost him a distance, introduced a conversation upon his own 
world of torture to invent, he could contain his disappointments, in which, among other circum- 
vexation no longer, but exclaimed in a rage, stances of his own ill lucl^ he told him, that his 
” n ;your impertinence! ’tis gone to the devil, patron’s steward had desired to be excused from 
and that’s enough ?” “ ’rhereafler, as it may be,” paying the last quarter of his interest precisely at 
said this tormentor, with a most provoking indiffer- the appointed term, for which reason he should be 
ence of aspect, “ I should be glad to know U|)on utterly void of cash, and therefore requested that 
what footing; for 1 suppose you have some ex- Crabtree would accommodate him with an hundred 
jiectaliou of advantage from that quarter.” “ ’Sdeath I pieces of his next remittance from the country, 
sir, ’ cried the impatient youth, *• if I had any This demand gulled and perplexed the old man 
expection from hell,^ 1 would make interest with to such a degi*(*e, that the muscles of his face 
you; for I believe, from my soul, you are one of assumed a contraction peculiarly virulent, and ex¬ 
its most favoured ministers upon earth.” With hibited the character of Diogenes with a most 
these words, he flung out of the room, leaving lively expression; be knew that a confession of his 
C adwalladcr very well satisfied with the chastise- true situation would furnish Pickle with an oppor- 
ment he had bestowed. tunity to make reprisals upon him, with intolerable 

Peregrine having cooled himself with a solitary triumph; and that, by a downright refusal to sup 
walk in the park, during which the violence of his ply his wants, he would for ever forfeit his friend- 
eholer gradually evaporated, and liis reflection was ship and esteem, and might provoke him to take 
called to a serious deliberation upon the posture of ample vengeance for his sordid behaviour, by 
his affairs, he resolved to redouble his diligeuce and exposing him, in his native colours, to the resent- 
iiiiporiuiiity with his patron and the minister, m ment of those whom he had so long deceived, 
order to obtain some sinecure, which would in- These considerations kept him some time in a 
demnify him for the damage he had sustained on most rancorous state of suspense, which Peregrine 
their account. He accordingly went to his lord- afFected to misinterpret, by bidding him freely 
ship and signified his demand, after having told declare his suspicion, if he did not think it safe to 
him, that he had suffered several fresh losses, which oonijily with his request, and he would make shift 
rendered an immediate provision of that sort elsewhere. 

necessary to his credit and subsistence. This seeming misconstruction increased the tor- 

His noble friend commended him for the regard ture of the misanthrope, who, with the utmost irri- 
he manifested for his own interest, which he con- tation of feature, “ Oons!” cried he, “ what villany 
sidered as a jiroof of his being at last detached have you noted in my conduct, that you treat me 
from the careless inadvertency of youth; he like a rascally usurer ?” Peregrine verj’ gravely 
approv('d of his demand, wdiich he assurwl him replied, that the question needed no answer; “for,” 
should be faithfully transmitted to the minister, said h<*, “ had I considered you as an usurer, I 
and hacked with all his influence; and encouraged would have come with a security under my ana ; 
his hope, by observing, that some profitable nlaees but, all evasion apart, will you stead me? will you 
were at that time vacant, and, so far as he anew, pleasure me? shall I have the money?” “Would 
unengaged. it were in your belly, with a barrel of gunpowder!” 

Tins conversation helped to restore tlie tranquil- exclaimed the enraged cynic, “ since I must he ox- 
lity ot I’ickle’s breast, though he still harboured eruciated, read that plaguy paper!—sfolood! why 
rehentment against Cadw'ullader, on account of the didn’t nature clap a pair of long ears and a tail upon 
last insult; and on the instant fie formc<l a plan of me, that 1 might be a real ass, and champ thistles 
revenge. He knew the niisanthrojie's remittances on some common, independent of my fellow-crea- 
from liis estate in the country had been <)f late very tures ? \Vould 1 w ere a wonn, that I might creep 
scanty, in consequence of rejiairs and hankriipteies into the earth, and thatch my habitation with a 
among his tenants; so that, in spite of all his single straw; or rather a wasp or a viper, tliat I 
frugality, he had been hut barely able to maintain might make the rascally world feel my resentment 
his credit, and even that was engaged on the But why do I talk of ra.scality ? folly, folly, is the 
strength of his ruiiuiiig rent. Being therefore in- scourge of life! Gi\e me a scoundrel, so he he a 
timately acquainted with the particulars of his sensible one, and I will put him in my heart of 
fortune, lie wrote a letter to (Vahtree, subscribed hearts! hut a fool is more mischievous than famine, 
with the name of his principal farmer’s wife, im- pestilence, and war. The idiotical hag that writes, 
porting, that her husband being lately dead, and or causes to be writ, this same letter, ha.s ruined her 
the greatest part of her cattle destroyed by the family, and broke her husband’s heart, by ignorance 
infectious distemper, she found herself utterly in- and mismanagement; and she imputes her calamity 
capable of payiufj the rent which was due, or even to Providence with a vengeance; and so I am de- 
of keeping the farm, unless he would, out of his frauded of three hundred jMuiuds, the greatest part 
great goodness, he pleased to give her some assist- of wdiich 1 owe to tradesmen, whom I have pro- 
auce, and «dfow her to sit free for a twelvemonth inised to jiay this very quarter. Pox upon her! I 
to come. This intimation he found means to con- would she were a horned beast, that the distemper 
vcy by post from a market town adjoining to the might lay hold on her. The beldame has the im- 
farni, directed in the usual style to the cynic, who pudonee too, after she has brought me into this 
seeing it stamped with the known marks, could not dilemma, to solicit my assistance to stock the farm 
iK«8ibly suspect any imposition. anew! Before God, 1 have a good mind to send her 
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a halter, and perhaps I might purchase another for 
myself, but that I would not furnish food for laughter 
to knaves and coxcombs.” 

Peregrine having perused the billet, and listened 
to this ejaculation, replied with great composure, 
that he was ashamed to see a man of his years and 
pretensions to philosophy so ruffled by a trifle. 
“ What signify all the boasted hardships you have 
overcome,” said he, “ and the shrewd observations 
you pretend to have made on human nature? 
Where is that stoical indiflerence you affirm you 
have attained, if such a paltry disappointment can 
disturb yon in this manner ? What is the loss of 
three hundred pounds, compared with the misfor¬ 
tunes which 1 myself have undergone within these 
two years ? Yet you will take upon you to act the 
censor, and inveigh against the impatience and im¬ 
petuosity of youth, as if you yourself had gained an 
absolute conijuest over all the passions of tne heart 
You was so kind as to insult me t’other day in my 
affliction, by reproaching me with indiscretion and 
misconduct; suppose 1 were now to retort the im¬ 
putation, and ask how a man of your profound 
sagacity could leave your fortune at the discretion 
of ignorant peasants ? How could you be so blind 
as not to foresee the necessity of repairs, together 
with the danger of bankruptcy, murrain, or thin 
crop? Why did you not convert your land into 
ready money, and, as you have no connexions in 
life, purchase an annuity, on which you might have 
lived at your case, without any fear of the conse¬ 
quence?—Can’t you, from the whole budget of 
your philosophy, cull one apophthegm to console 
you for this trivial mischance ?” 

“ Rot your rapidity!” said the cynic, half choked 
with gall; “ if the cancer or the pox were in your 
throat, 1 should not bo thus tonnented with your 
tongue; and yet a magiiie shall speak infinitely 
more to the purpose. Don’t you know, Mr. Wi.se- 
acre, that my case does not fall within tlie province 
of philosophy? Had I been curtailed of all my 
members, racked by the gout and gravel, depriveil 
of liberty, robbed of an only child, or visited with 
the death of a dear friend like you, philosophy 
might have contributed to my consolation; but will 
philosophy pay my debts, or free me from the bur¬ 
den of obligation to a set of fellows whom I despise ? 

—Speak—iironounce-demonstrate-or may 

Heaven close your mouth for ever!” 

“ These arc the comfortable fruits of your misan¬ 
thropy,” answered the youth; “ your laudable 
scheme of detaching yourself from the bonds of 
society, and of moving in a superior sphere of your 
own. Had you not been so peculiarly sage, and 
intent upon laughing at mankind, you could never 
have been disconcerted by such a pitiful incon¬ 
venience; any friend would have accommodated 
you with the sum in question. Rut now the world 
may retort the laugh; for you stand upon such an 
agreeable footing with your acquaintance, that no¬ 
thing could please them better than an account of 
your having given disappointment the slip, by the 
help of a noose properly applied. This I mention 
by way of hint, upon which I would have you 
chew the cud of reflection; and, should it come to 
that issue, I will VLse my whole interest with the 
coroner to bring in his verdict Lmacy, that your 
carcase may have Christian burial.” 

So saying, he withdrew, very well satisfied with 
the revenge he had taken, which operated so vio¬ 
lently upon Crabtree, that, if it had not been for 


the sole consideration mentioned above, he would, 
in all probability, have had recourse to the remedy 
proposed. But his unwillingness to oblige and 
entertain his fellow-creatures hindered him from 
practising that expedient, till, by course of post, 
he was happily undeceived with regard to the 
situation of his afi'airs; and that information had 
such an effect upon him, that he not only forgave 
our hero for the stratagem, which he immediately 
ascribed to the right author, but also made him a 
tender of his purse; so that matters for the present 
were brought to an amicable accommodation. 

Meanwhile Peregrine never slacked in his attend¬ 
ance upon the great; he never omitted to appear 
upon every levee day, employed his industry and 
penetration in getting intelligence of posts that 
were unfilled, and every day recommended himself 
to the good offices of his patron, who seemed to 
espouse his interest with great cordiality; never¬ 
theless, he was always too late in his ajtplication, 
or the place he demanded chanced to be out of the 
minister's gift. 

These intimations, though communicated in the 
most warm professions of friendship and regard, 
gave great umbrage to the young gentleman, who 
considered them as the evasions of an insincere 
courtier, and loudly complained of them as such to 
his lordship, signifying, at the same time, an inten¬ 
tion to sell his mortgage for ready money, which 
he would expend to the last farthing in thwarting 
his honour, in the very first election he should 
patronize. Ilis lordship never wanted a proper 
exhortation upon these occasions. He did not now 
endeavour to pacify him with assurances of the 
minister’s favour, because he perceived that these 
medicines had, by repeated use, lost their effect 
upon our adventurer, whose menaces he now com¬ 
bated by representing that the minister’s purse was 
heavier than that of Mr. J’icklc; that, therefore, 
should he make a point of opposing his interest, the 
youth must infallibly fail in the contest; in which 
case he would find himself utterly destitute of the 
means of subsistence, and consequently precluded 
from all hope of provision. 

'Phis was an observation, the truth of which our 
young gentleman could not pretend to doubt, though 
it did not at all tend to the vindication of his 
honour’s conduct, indeed I’ickle began to suspect 
the sincerity of his own jiatron, who, in his opinion, 
had trifled with bis impatience, and even eluded, by 
sorry excuses, his desire of having another private 
audience of the first mover. His lordship also 
began to he less accessible than usual; and Pere¬ 
grine had been obliged to duu the steward with 
repeated demands, before he could finger the last 
quarter of his interest 

Alarmed by the.se considerations, he went and 
consulted the nobleman whom he had obliged in 
the affair of his son, and had the mortification to 
hear but a very indiftcrent character of the person 
in whom he had so long confided. This new ad¬ 
viser, who, though a courtier, was a rival of the 
other, gave our adventurer to understand, that he 
had been leaning upon a broken reed; that his 
professed patron was a man of a shattered fortune 
and decayed interest, which extended no farther 
than a smile and a whisper; that, for his own part, 
he should have been proud of an opportunity to use 
his influence with the minister in behalf of Mr. 
Pickle. “But, since you have put yourself under 
the protection of another peer,” said he, “ whose 
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connexions interfere with mine, I cannot now 
espouse your cause, without incurring the imputa¬ 
tion of seducing that nobleman’s adherents—a 
charge which, of all others, I would most carefully 
avoii However, I shall always be ready to assist 
you w ith my private advice, as a specimen of which, 
I now counsel you to insist upon having another 
interview with Sir Steady Stecrwcll himself, that 
you may in person explain your pretensions, with¬ 
out any risk of being misrepresented; and endea¬ 
vour, if possible, to draw him into some particular 
jiromise, from which he cannot retract, with any 
regard to his reputation; for general profession is 
a necessary armour worn by all ministers in their 
own defence, against the importunity of those whom 
they will not befriend, and would not disoblige.” 

This advice was so conformable to his own sen¬ 
timents, that our adventurer seized the first oppor¬ 
tunity to demand a hearing, and plainly told his 
patron, that, if he could not he indulged with that 
favour, he should look upon his lordship’s influence 
to be very small, and his own hopes to be altogether 
desperate; in which case he was resolved to dis¬ 
pose of the mortgage, purclmse an annuity, and live 
independent, 

CHAPTER XCIl. 

lie is Indulged with a second Audience by the Minister, of 

whose Sincerity he Is convinced, llis Pride and Ambition 
revive, and again arc murtiiied. 

Ip the young gentleman’s money had been in other 
hands, perhaps the peer would have been at very 
little pains, cither in gratifying his demand, or op¬ 
posing his revenge; but he knew that the sale of 
the mortg,ige could not be eft'ected without an in¬ 
quiry, to which he did not wish to be exposed. He 
therefore employed all his interest in priwiiring the 
solicited audience. 'This being granted. Peregrine, 
with great warmth and elocution, exjiatiated upon 
the injury his fortune had suffered in the affair of 
the btiroiigh, for which he had stood candidate; 
he took notice of the disappointment he had sus¬ 
tained ill the other election, reminded him of the 
promises with which he had been amused, and, in 
foneliusion, desired to know what he had to expect 
From his favour. 

'The minister having patiently heard him to an 
end, replied with a most gracious aspect, that he 
was very well informed of his merit and attach¬ 
ment, and very much disposed to convince him of 
the regard which he paid to both ; that till of late 
he did not know the nature of his exiieetatioiis, 
neither had he the power of creating posts for 
those whom he was inclined to serve; but if Mr. 
Pickle would chalk out any feasible method by 
which hecould manifest his sentiments of friendship, 
he should not be backward in executing the plan. 

Peregrine, lay ing hold on this declaration, men¬ 
tioned several places which he knew to be vacant. 
But the old evasion was still u-sed; one of them 
was not in his department of busiiie.ss, another had 
been promised to the third son of a certain e.arl be¬ 
fore the death of the last possessor, and a third was 
encumbered with a pension that ate up a good half 
of the appointments. In short, such obstructions 
were started to all his proposals as he could not 
possibly surmount, though he plainly perceived 
they were no other than specious pretexts to cover 
the mortifying side of a refusal. Exasperated, 
therefore, at this lack of sincerity and gratitude, “ I 
can easily foresee,” said he, “ that such diflicidties 


will never be wanting, when I have any thing 
to ask; and for that reason will save myself the 
trouble of any farther application.” So saying, 
he withdrew in a very abrupt manner, breathing 
defiance and revenge. Hut his patron, who did not 
think proper to drive him to extremities, found 
means to persuade his honour to do something tor 
the pacification of the young man’s cholcr; and 
that same evening our adventurer received a mes¬ 
sage from his lordship, desiring to see him imme¬ 
diately. 

In consequence of this intimation. Pickle went 
to his house, and appeared before him with a very 
cloudy aspect, which signified to whom it might 
concern, that his temper was at present too much 
galled to endure reproof; and therefore the sagaci¬ 
ous peer forbore taking him to task for his behaviour 
during the audience he had obtained; but gave him 
to understand, that the minister, in consideration of 
his services, had sent him a bank note of three 
hundred ])ounds, with a promise of tl.e like sum 
yearly, until he could be otherwise provided for. 
This declaration in some measure appeased the 
youth, who condescended to accept the present; 
and, next levee day. made his acknowledgment to 
the donor, who favoured him with a smile of in¬ 
finite complacency, which entirely dissipated all 
the remains of his resentment; for, as he could 
not possibly divine the true cause of his being 
temporized with, he looked upon this condescension 
as an undoubted proof of Sir Steady’s sincerity, 
and firmly believed that he would settle him in 
some place with the first opportunity, rather than 
continue to pay this pension out of his own pocket 
In all probability, his prediction would have been 
verified, had not an unforeseen accident in a mo¬ 
ment overwhelmed the bark of his interest at court. 

Meanwhile, this short gleam of good fortune re¬ 
called the ideas of pride and ambition which he 
had formerly cherished. His countenance was 
again lifted up, his good humour retrieved, and his 
mien re-exalted. Indeed, he began to be considered 
as a rising man by his fellow dependents, who saw 
the particular notice with which he waj favoured 
at the public levee; and some of them, for that 
reason, were at pains to court his good graces. He 
no longer shunned his former iiitiiiiates, with whom 
a good ])art of his fortune had been si>eiit, but 
made up to them in all places of public resort, 
with the same ease and familiarity ns he had been 
used to express, and even rc-embarked in some of 
their excesses, upon the strength of his sanguine 
expectation. Cadwallader and he renewed their 
consultations in the court of ridicule; and divers 
exploits were achieved, to the confusion of those 
who had sailed into the north of their displeasure. 

But these enjoyments were soon interrupted by 
a misfortune equally fatal and unexpected. 11& 
noble patron was seized with an apoplectic fit, from 
which he was recovered by the physicians, that 
they might dispatch him according to rule, and in 
two months after they were called, he went the 
way of all flesh. Peregrine was very much afflicted 
at this event, not only on account of his friendship 
for the deceased, to whom he thought himseu 
under many and great obligations, but also because 
he feared that his own inU'rest would suffer a se¬ 
vere shock, by the removal of this nobleman, whom 
he considered as ,ts chief snppor"- He put himself 
therefore in mourning, out of regard to the memory 
of his departed friend, and exhibited genuine 
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marks of sorrow and concern, though he had in 
rcalityraore cause to grieve than he as yet imagined. 

When quarter-day came about, he applied to the 
steward of his lordship’s heir for the interest of his 
money, as usual; and the reader will readily own 
he had some reason to be surprised, when he was 
told he had no claim either to principal or interest. 
True it is, the manager talked very civilly as well 
as sensibly on the subject. “ Your appearance, 
sir,” said he to Pickle, “ screens you from all sus¬ 
picion of an intended fraud; hut the mortgage 
upon those lands you mention was granted to 
another person many years before you pretend to 
have lent that sum; and I have, this very morning, 
paid one quarter’s interest, as appears from this re¬ 
ceipt, which you may peruse for your satisfaction.” 

Peregrine was so thunderstruck at this informa¬ 
tion, which stripped him of his all, that he could 
not utter one word j a circumstance that did no 
great honour to his character in the opinion of the 
steward, who, in good earnest, began to entertain 
some doubts of his integrity. For, among the 
pajiers of the deceased, which he had examined, 
there was no writing, memorandum, or receipt re¬ 
lating to this encumbrance. After a long pause of 
stupefaction. Peregrine recollected himself so far 
as to oh-serve, that either he was egregionsly mis¬ 
taken, or the predecessor of his lord the greatest 
villain upon earth. “Hut, Mr. Whatd’yeallum,” 
said he, “ you must give me le,avc to tell you, that 
j our bare assertion in this affair will by no means 
induce me to put up quietly with the loss of ten 
thousand pounds.” 

Having thus expressed himself, he retired from 
the house so discontented at this denuir, that 
he scarce knew whether he moved ni>on his head 
or heels ; and the Park chancing to lie in his waj, 
he sauntered about, giving vent to a solilocpiy m 
praise of his departed friend, the burden of which 
was a string of incoherent curses imprecated upon 
himself; till liis transports by degrees giving way 
to his reflection, he deliberated seriously and sor¬ 
rowfully upon his misfortune, and resolved to con¬ 
sult lawyers without loss of time. Hut, first of all, 
he proposed to make personal application to the 
heir, who, by a candid representation of the case, 
might be inclined to do him justice. 

in consequence of this determination, he next 
morning put his writings in his jioeket, and went in 
a chair to the house of the young nobleman, to 
whom, being admitted by virtue of his appearance, 
and a small gratification to the porter, he explained 
the whole affair, corroborating his assertions with 
the papers which he produced, and describing the 
disgrace that would be entailed upon the memory 
of the deceased, should he be obliged to seek redress 
in a public court of justice. 

The executor, who was a person of good breed¬ 
ing, condoled him upon his loss with great good¬ 
nature, though he did not seem much surprised at 
his account of the matter; but wished, that, since 
the fraud must have been committed, the damage 
had fallen upon the first mortgager, who, he said, 
was a thievish usurer, grown rich by the distresses 
of his fellow-creatures. In answer to our hero’s 
remonstrances, he observed, that he did not look 
upon himself as obliged to pay the least regard to 
the character of his predecessor, who had used him 
with great barbarity and injustice, not only in ex¬ 
cluding him from his countenance and assistance, 
but also in prejudicing his inheritance as much as 


lay in his power; so that it could not be reason 
ably expected that he would pay ten thousand 
pounds of his debt, for which he had received no 
value. Peregrine, in spite of his chagrin, could 
not help owning within himself, that there was a 
good deal of reason in this refusal. After having 
piven loose to his indignation in the most violent 
invectives against the defunct, he took his leave 
of the complaisant heir, and had immediate recourse 
to the advice of counsel, who assured him that he 
had an excellent plea, and was accordingly retained 
in the cause. 

All these measures were taken in the first vigour 
of his exertion, during which his spirits were so 
fluttered with the diversity of passions ])rodnced 
by his mischance, that he mistook for equanimity 
that which was no other than intoxication; and 
two whole days elapsed before he attained a due 
sense of his misfortune. Then, indeed, he under¬ 
went a woeful self-examination; every circum¬ 
stance of the inquiry added fresh pangs to his 
reflection; and the result of the whole was a dis¬ 
covery, that his fortune was totally consumed, and 
himself reduced to a state of the most deplorable 
dependence. This suggestion alone might, in the 
anguish of his despondency, have driven him to 
some desperate course, had it not been in some 
measure qualified by the confidence of his lawyers, 
and the assurance of the minister, which, slender 
as the world hath generally found them, were the 
only bulwarks between misery and him. 

The mind is naturally pliable, and, provided it 
has the least hope to lean upon, adapts itself won¬ 
derfully to the emergencies of fortune, especially 
when the imagination is gay and luxuriant. This 
was the ease with our adventurer ; instead of in¬ 
dulging the melancholy ideas which his loss in¬ 
spired, he had recourse to the flattering delusions 
of hope, soothing himself with imsubstaiitial plans 
of future greatiii'ss, and endeavouring to cover what 
was past with the veil of oblivion. 

After some hesitation, he resolved to make Crab¬ 
tree acquainted with his misfortune, that once for 
all he might pass the ordeal of his satire, without 
subjecting himself to a long series of sarcastic hints 
and doubtful allusions, which he could not endure, 
lie accordingly took the first opportunity of telling 
him that he was absolutely ruined by the perfidy 
of his patron, and desired that he would not aggra¬ 
vate his affliction by those cynical remarks which 
were peculiar to men of his misanthropical dispo¬ 
sition. Cadwallader listened to this deelaratior. 
with internal surprise, which, however, pre,duced 
no alteration in his countenance ; and, after some 
pause, observed, that our hero had no reason to 
look for any new observation from him ujion this 
event, which he had long foreseen, and daily ex- 
pccU'd; and exhorted him, with an ironical sneer, 
to console himself with the promise of the mini-s- 
ter, who would doubtless discharge the debts of his 
deceased bosom friend. 

CIIAPTEU XCIII. 

Peregrine eommits himself to the Public, and is admitted 
Member of a College of Anthors. 

The bitterness of this explanation being passed, 
our young gentleman began to revolve within him¬ 
self schemes fir making up the deficiencies of his 
yearly ineome, which was now so grievously re¬ 
duced ; and determined to profit, in some shape or 
other, by those talents which he owed to nature 
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and education. He had, in hiii affluence, heard of 
screral authors, who, without any pretensions to 
genius, or human literature, earned a very genteel 
subsistence by undertaking work for booksellers, in 
which reputation was not at all concerned. One, 
for example, professed all manner of translation, at 
so much per sheet, and actually kept five or six 
amanuenses continually employed, like so many 
clerks in a countinghouse ( by which means he was 
enabled to live at his ease, and enjoy his friend and 
his bottle, ambitious of no other character than that 
of an honest man, and a good neighbour. Another 
projected a variety of plans for new dictionaries, 
which were executed under his ey e by day-labourers; 
and the province of a third was history and voyages, 
collected or abridged by understrappers of the same 
elass. 

Mr. Pickle, in his comparisons, paid such defe¬ 
rence to his own capacity, as banished all doubts of 
his being able to excel any of those undertakers in 
their different branches of profession, if ever he 
should be driven to that experiment; but his am¬ 
bition prompted him to make his interest and glory 
coincide, by attempling some performance which 
should do him honour with the public, and at the 
same time establish his importance among the copy- 
luircbasers in town. With this view, he worshiped 
the muse; and, conscious of the little ri'gard which 
is in this age paid to every s]ieeics of poetic com¬ 
position, in which neither satire nor obscenity oc¬ 
curs, he produced an imitation of .luvenal, and 
lashed some conspicuous characters, with equal 
truth, spirit, and severity. Though his name did 
not appear in the title-page of this production, he 
managed matters so, as tliat the work was univer¬ 
sally imputed to the true author, who was not alto¬ 
gether disappointed in his expeetalions of success ; 
for the impression was immediately sold off, and the 
piece became the subject of conversation in all 
assemblies of taste. 

'I'liis happy exordium not only attracted the 
addresses of the booksellers, who made interest for 
his aceptaintance, but also roused the notice of a 
siK’ietj ot authors, who styled theinsclvcs, “ The 
College,” from which he wius honoured with a de¬ 
putation, ottering to enroll him a member by nnani- 
iiious consent. The person employed for this 
purpose being a bard who had formerly tasted of 
our hero’s bounty, used all his eloquenee to jier- 
siiiide him to eomply with the advances of their 
fraternity, which lie described in such a manner as 
inflamed the curiosity of Tickle, who dismissed the 
ambassador, wdth an acknowledgment of the great 
honour they conferred upon him, and a faithful 
promise of endeavouring to merit the continuance 
of their approbation. 

He was afterwards, by the same minister, in¬ 
structed in the ceremonies of the college ; and, in 
consequence of bis information, composed an ode, 
to be publicly recited on the evening of his intro¬ 
duction. He understood that this constitution was 
no other than a body of authors, incorporated by 
mutual consent, for their joint advantage and satis¬ 
faction, opposed to another assembly of the same 
kind, their avowed enemies and detractors. No 
wonder, then, that they sought to strengthen thent 
selves with such a valuable acciuisition as our hero 
was like to prove. The college consisted of authors 
only, and these of all degrees in point of reputa¬ 
tion, from the fabricator of a song, set to music, 
and sung at Marybonc. to the dramatic bard who 


had appeared in buskins upon the stage; nay, one 
of the members had actually finished eight bwoks 
of an epic poem, for the publication of which, he 
was, at that time, soliciting subscriptions. 

It cannot be supposed that ^[ucli a congregation 
of the sons of Apollo would sit a whole evening 
with order and decorum, unless they were under 
the check of some established authority; and this 
inconvenience having been foreseen, they had 
elected a president, vested with full power to silence 
any member or members that should attempt to 
disturb the harmony and subordination of the 
whole. The sage, who at this time posses.scd the 
chair, was a person in years, whose countenance 
was a lively portraiture of that rancorous dis¬ 
content which follows repeated damnation. He 
had been extremely unfortunate in his theatrical 
productions, and was (to use the words of a profane 
wag, who assisted at the condemnation of his last 
play) by this time damned beyond redemption. 
Nevertheless, he still tarried about the skirts of 
Parnassus, translating some of the classics, and 
writing miscellanies; and by dint of an invincible 
assurance, supercilious insolence, the most un¬ 
daunted vinUence of tongue, and some knowledge 
)f life, he made shift to acquire and maintain tlie 
character of a man of learning and wit, in the 
opinion of people who had neither; that is, thirty- 
nine in forty of those with whom he associated 
himself. He was even looked upon in this light by 
some few of the college; though the major part of 
those who favoured Ins election, were such as 
Irciidcd his malice, respected his experience and 
seniority, or hated his competitor, who was the 
epic poet. 

The chief end of this society, as 1 have already 
linted, was to assist and support each other m their 
productions, which they mutually recommended to 
sale, with all their art and influence, not only in 
private conversation, but also in occasional epigrams, 
?riticisms, and advertisements, inserted in the 
public papers. This science, which is -known by 
■he vulgar appellation of puffing, they carried to 
such a pitch of finesse, that an author very often 
wrote an abusive answer to his own perfonnance, 
n order to inflame the curiosity of the town, by 
vhicli it had been overlooked. Notwithstanding 
his general unanimity in the college, a private 
inimosity had long subsisted between the two 
rivals 1 have mentioned, on account of precedence, 

,o which both laid claim, though, by a majority of 
/otes, it had been decided in favour of the present 
chairman. The grudge indeed never proceeded to 
any degree of outrage or defiance, but mauifc.sted 
itself at every meeting, in attempts to eclipse each 
other in smart sayings and pregnant repartee; so 
.hat there was always a delicate mess of tliis kind 
if wit served up in the front of the evening, for the 
entertainment and example of the junior members, 
who never failed to divide upon this occasion, 
declaring themselves for one or other of the com¬ 
batants, whom they encouraged by their looks, 
gestures, and applause, according to the circum¬ 
stances of the dispute. 

This honourable consistory was held in the best 
room of an ale-house, which afforded wine, punch, 
or beer, suitable to the purse or inclination of every 
individual, who separately paid for his own choice: 
—and here was our hero introduced in the midst 
of twenty strangers, who, by their looks and equi¬ 
page, formed a very picturesque variety. He was 
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receiTed -with a most gracious solemnity, and placed eye, without being suspected of a conspiracy ? The 
upon the right hand of the president, who, having president, perceiving his drift, and piqued at his 
commanded silence, recited aloud his introductory presumption, “ To he sure,” said he, “ a man of 
ode, which met with universal approbation. Then a weak head may be very well supposed to have 
was tendered to hisa the customary oath, obliging convulsions in his eyes.” This repartee produced 
him to consult the honour and advantage of the a laugh of triumph among the chairman’s ad- 
society as far as it should lie in his power, in every herents ; one of whom observed, that his rival had 
station of life; and this being taken, his temples got a smart rap on the pate. “Yes,” replied the 
were bound with a wreath of laurel, which was bard, “in that respect Mr,Chairman has the ad- 
kept sacred for such inauguration. vantage of me. Had my head been fortified with 

When these rites were performed with all due a horn-work, 1 should not have been so sensible 
ceremony, the new member cast his eyes around of the stroke.” This retort, which carried a severe 
the place, and took a more accurate survey of his allusion to the president’s wile, lighted up the 
hrethrM ; among whom he observed a strange countenances of the aggressor’s friends, wliich had 
collection of periwigs, with regard to the colour, begun to be a little obumbrated; and bad a con- 
fashions, and dimensions, which were such us he trary effect upon the other faction, till their chief, 
had never seen before. Those who sat on each oolleciingall his capacity,returned the salute,b> oh- 
si<ie, nearest the president, were generally distin- serving, that there was no occasion for a horn-w ork, 
giiislied by venerable ties, the foretops of wdiich when the covered way was not worth defending, 
exhibited a surprising diversity; some of them rose Such a reprisal upon Mr. Metaphor’s joke- 
slanting backwards, like the glacis of a fortification; follow, who was by no means remarkable for her 
some were elevated in two distinct eminences, like beauty, could not fail to operate upon the hearers; 
the hills Helicon and Parnassus; and others were and ns for the bard himself, he was evidently 
curledand reflected,iwthehornsof Jupiter Ammon, ruffled by the reflection ; to which, however, he, 
Next to these, the majors took place, many of which without hesitation, rejilicd, “ Egad! ’tis my opinion, 
were mere succedunea, made by the application of that, if your covered way was laid open, few people 
an occasional rose to the tail of a lank bob; and in would venture to give the assault.” “ Not unless 
the lower form appeared masses of hair, which their batteries were more etfcctual than the fire of 
would admit of no description. your wit,” said the president. “ As for that matter,” 

Their clothes were tolerably well suited to the cried the other with precipitation, “they would 
furniture of their heads, the apparel of the upper have no occasion to batter in breach; they would 
bench being decent and clean, while that of the find the angle of the la pucellc bastion demolished 
second class was threadbare and soiled; and at the to their hands—he, he!” “Hut 1 believe it 
lower end of the room, he perceived divers efforts would surpass your understanding,” resumed the 
made to conceal their rent breeches and dirty linen, chairman, “ to fill up the/o.v.sT.” “ That, 1 own, is 
Nay, he could distinguish by their countenances impracticable,” replied the bard, “there I should 
the different kinds of poetry in which they ex- meet with an hmliis maxime (leJlernluN /” 
ercised the muse. He saw 'IVagedy conspicuous in The jirosident, exasperated at this insinuation, in 
a grave solemnity of regard, Satire louring in a presence of the new member, exclaimed with in¬ 
frown of envy and discontent, Elegy whining in a dignatioii in his looks, “And yet, if a body of 
funeral aspect, Pastoral dozing in a most insipid pioneers were set at work upon your skull, they 
languor of face, Ode-writing delineated in a dis- would find rubbish enough to choke up all the 
tracted stare, and Epigram squinting with a pert common sewers in town,” Here a groan was 
sneer.—Perhaps our hero refined too much in his uttered by the admirers of the epic poet, who, 
penetration, when he affirmed, that, over and above taking a pinch of snuff with great composure, 
these discoveries, he could plainly perceive the “When a man grows scurrilous,” said he, “1 take 
state of every one’s finances, and would have it for an undoubted proof of his overthrow.” “ If 
undertaken to have guessed each particular sum, that be the case,” cried the other, “ you yourself 
without varying three farthings from the tnith. must be the vanquished party, for you was the first 
The conversation, instead of becoming general, that was driven to personal abuse,” “ I appeal,” 
began to fail into parties ; and the ejjic poet had answered the bard, “ to those who can distinguish, 
actually attracted the attention of a private com- Gentlemen, your judgment.” 
mittee,when the chairman interposed, calling aloud, This reference produced an universal clamour, 

“ No cabals, no conspiracies, gentlemen.” His rival and the whole college w’as involved in confusion, 
thinking it incumbent upon him to make some Everyman entered into dispute with his neighbour 
reply to this rebuke, answered, “AVc have no on the merits of this cause. I'he chairman inter- 
sccrets; he that hath ears, let him hear.” This jmsed his authority in vain; the noise grew louder 
was spoke as an intimation to the company, whose and louder; the disputants waxed warm ; the 
looks were instantly whetted with the expectation epithets of hlockheady Jvol^ and scoundrel^ were 
of their ordinary meal; hut the president seemed bandied aliout. I’eregrine enjoyed the uproar, and, 
to decline the contest; for, without jiutting on his leaping upon the table, sounded the charge to 
fighting face, he calmly^ replied, that he had seen battle, which was immediately commenced in ten 
Mr. Metaphor tip the wink, and whisper to one of different duels. The lights were extinguished; the 
his confederates, and thence judged, that there was combatants thrashed one another without distinc- 
something mysterious on the carpet. tion; the mischievous Pickle distributed sundry 

The epic poet, believing his antagonist crest- random blows in the dark ; and the people below, 
falico, resolved to take the advantage of liis being alarmed with the sound of application, the 
dejection, that he might enhance his own character overturning of chairs, and the outcries of those 
jn the opinion of the stranger; and, with that who were engaged, came up stairs in a body with 
view, asked, with an air of exultation, if a man lights to reconnoitre, and, if 'possible, quell this 
Bught not be allowed to have a convulsion in his hideous tumult. 
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Objects were no sooner rendered visible, than 
the field of battle exhibited strange groups of the 
standing and the fallen. Each of Mr. Metaphor’s 
eyes was surrounded with a circle of a livid hue; 
and the president’s nose distilled a quantity of 
clotted blood. One of the tragic authors, finding 
himself assaulted in the dark, had, by way of a 
poniard, employed upon his adversary’s throat a 
knife which lay upon the table, for the convenience 
of cutting cheese; but, by the blessing of God, the 
edge of It was not keen enough to enter the skin, 
which it had only scratched in divers places. A 
satirist had almost bit off the car of a lyric bard. 
Shirts and neckcloths were torn to rags; and there 
was such a woeful wreck of periwigs on the floor, 
that no examination could adjust the properly of 
the owners, the greatest part of whom were obliged 
to use handkerchiefs by way of nightcap. 

The fray, however, ceased at the approach of 
those who interposed; part of the combatants being 
tired of an exercise in which they had received 
nothing but hard blows; part of them beiii,, in- 
flmidated by the remonstrances of the landloril and 
his company, who threatened to call the watch; and 
a very few being ashamed of the scandalous dispute 
in wfiich they were detected. lint though the 
battle was ended, it was impossible, for that even¬ 
ing, to restore harmony and good order to the 
society, which broke up, after the president had 
pronounced a short and confused apology to our 
adventurer, for the indecent uproar which had 
unfortunately happened on the first night of his 
admission. 

Indeed, Peregrine deliberated with himself, 
whether or not his reputation would allow him to 
appear again among this venerable fraternity ; but, 
as he knew some of them to be men of real genius, 
how ridiculous soever their carriage might be 
modified, and was of that laughing disposition, 
w'hieh is always seeking food for mirth, as Horace 
observes of Philippus, 

Risus undique quicrit; 

he resolved to frequent the college, notwithstanding 
this accident, which happened at his inauguration; 
being thereto, moreover, induced by his desire of 
knowing the private history of the stage, with 
which he supposed some of the memhers jicrfeetly 
well acquainted. lie was also visited, before the 
next meeting, by his introduetor, who assured him, 
that such a tumult had never happened since the 
first institution of the assembly, till that very night; 
and promised, that, for the future, he should have 
no cause to be scandalized at their behaviour. 

Persuaded by these motives and assurances, he 
trusted himself once more in the midst of their 
community, and every thing proceeded with great 
de^ orum; all dispute and altercation was avoided, 
and the college applied itself seriously to the pur¬ 
poses of its meeting, namely, to hear the grievances 
of individuals, and assist them with salutary advice. 
The first person that craved redress was a noisy 
North Briton, who ccmplained, in a strange dialect, 
that he had, in the beginning of the season, pre¬ 
sented a comedy to the manager of a certain theatre, 
who, after it had lain six weeks in his hands, 
returned it to the author, affirming there was neither 
sense nor English in the perfonnance. 

The president, who, by the by, had revised the 
piece, thinking his own reputation concerned, de¬ 
clared. in presence of the whole soeiety, that, with 


regard to sense, he would not undertake to vindi¬ 
cate the production; but, in point of language, no 
fault could be j ustly laid to its charge. “ The case, 
however, is very plain,” said he; “ the manager 
never gave himself the trouble to peruse the play, 
but formed a judgment of it from the conversation 
of the author, never dreaming that it had under¬ 
gone the rcvisal of an English writer; be that as it 
will, you are infinitely obliged to him for having 
despatched you so soon, and I shall have tlie better 
opinion of him for it so long as I live; for I have 
known otherguisc authors than you, that is, in 
point of interest and fame, kept in continual at¬ 
tendance and dependence during the best part of 
their lives, and, after all, disappointed in the ex¬ 
pectation of seeing their performances exhibited on 
the stage.” 

CHAPTER XCIV. 

Purther Proceedings of the College. 

Tuts affair was no sooner discussed, than another 
gentleman exhibited a complaint, signifying, that 
he had undertaken to translate into English a 
certain celebrated author, who had been cruel.j 
mangled by fonuer attempts; and that, soon as his 
design took air, the proprietors of those miserable 
translations had endeavoured to prejudice his work, 
by industrious insinuations, contrary to truth and 
fair dealing, importing, that he did not understand 
one word of the language which he pretended to 
translate. Tliis being a ease that nearly eoiicerncd 
the greatest part of the audience, it was taken into 
serious deliberation. Some observed, that it was 
not only a malicious efl'ort against the plaintiff, but 
also a spiteful advertisement to the public, tending 
to promote an inquiry into the abilities of all other 
translators, few of whom, it was well known, were 
so qualified as to stand the test of such examination. 
Others said, that over and above this consideration, 
which ought to have its due weight with the 
college, there was a necessity for concerting mea¬ 
sures to humble the presumption of booksellers, 
who had, from time immemorial, taken all oppor¬ 
tunities to oppress and enslave their authors; not 
only by limiting men of genius to the wages of 
journeymen tailors, without even allowing them 
one sabbath in the week, but also in taking such 
advantages of their necessities as were inconsistent 
with justice and humanity. “ For example,” said 
one of the members, “ after I myself had acquired 
a little reputation with the town, I was caressed by 
one of those tyrants, who professed a friendship for 
me, and even supplied me with money, according 
to the exigencies of my situation; so that 1 looked 
upon him as the mirror of disinterested bene¬ 
volence; and had he known my disposition, and 
treated me accordingly, 1 should have writ for him 
upon his own terms. After I had used his friend¬ 
ship in this manner for some time, I happened to 
have occasion for a small sum of money, and with 
great confidence made another application to my 
good friend; when all of a sudden he put a stop to 
his generosity, refused to accommodate me in the 
most abrupt and mortifying style; and though 1 
was at that time pretty far advanced in a work for 
his benefit, which was a sufficient security for what 
I owed him, he roundly asked, how I proposed to 
pay the money which I had already borrowed? 
Thus was 1 used like a young whore just come 
upon the town, whom the bawd allows to run into 
her debt, that she may have it in her power to 
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oppress her at pleasure; and if the sufferer com¬ 
plains, she is treated like the most ungrateful 
wretch upon earth; and that too with such ap¬ 
pearance of reason, as may easily mislead an un¬ 
concerned spectator. ‘ You unthankful drab!’ she 
will say, ‘ didn’t I take you into my house when 
yon hadn’t a shift to your back, a petticoat to your 
tail, nor a morsel of bread to put into your belly ? 
Ila’n’t I clothed you from head to foot like a gentle¬ 
woman, supported you with board, lodging, and 
all necessaries, till your own extravagance hath 
brought you into distress; and now you have the 
impudence, you nasty, stinking, brimstone bnng- 
away I to say you arc hardly dealt with, when 1 
demand no more than my own ?’ Thus the whore 
and the author arc equally oppressed, and even left 
without the melancholy privilege of complaining; 
so that they arc fain to subscribe to such terms as 
their creditors shall please to impose.” 

Tliis illustration operated so powerfully upon the 
conviction, and resentment of the whole college, 
that revenge was universally denounced against 
those who had aggrieved the plaintif!'; and, after 
some debate, it was agreed, that he should make a 
new translation of some other saleable book, in op¬ 
position to a former version belonging to the delin¬ 
quents, and print it in such a small size as would 
enable him to undersell their property; and that 
this new translation should be recommended and 
introduced into the world with the whole art and 
influence of the society. 

This affair being settled to the satisfaction of all 
present, an author of some character stood up, and 
craved the advice and assistance of his fellows, in 
punishing a certain nobleman of great pretensions 
to taste, who, in consequence of a production which 
this gentleman had ushered into the world with 
universal applause, not only desired, but even 
eagerly courted his acquaintance. “ He invited me 
to his house,” said he, “ where I was overwhelmed 
with civility and professions of friendship. He 
insisted iqion my treating him as an intimate, and 
calling upon him at all hours, without ceremony; 
he made me promise to breakfast with him at least 
three times a week. Jn short, 1 looked upon my¬ 
self as very fortunate, in meeting with such advan¬ 
ces from a man of his interest and reputation, who 
had it in his power to befriend me effectually in 
my pMsage through life; and, that I might not 
give^him any cause to think 1 neglected his friend¬ 
ship, I went to his house in two days, with a view 
of drinking chocolate, according to appointment: 
but he had been so much fatigued with dancing at 
an assembly over night, that his valet-de-chambrc 
would not venture to wake him so early ; and 1 left 
my compliments to his lordship, with a perform¬ 
ance in manuscript, which he had expressed a 
most eager desire to peruse. I repeated my visit 
next morning, that his impatience to see me might 
not have some violent effect upon his constitution ; 
Md received a message from his minister, signify¬ 
ing, that he had been highly entertained with the 
manuscript I had left, a great part of which he had 
read, but was at present so busy in contriving a 
proper dress for a private masquerade, which would 
be given that same evening, that he could not have 
the pleasure of my company at breakfast. 'This 
was afeasible excuse, which I admitted accordingly, 
and in a day or two appeared again, when his lord¬ 
ship was particularly engaged. This might pos¬ 
sibly be tile case; and therefore I returned the 


fourth time, in hopes of finding him more at leisure; 
but he had gone out about hidf an hour before my 
arrival, and left my performance with his valet-de- 
chambre, who assured me, that his lord had per¬ 
used it with infinite pleasure. I’erhaps I might 
have retired very well satisfied with tliis declara¬ 
tion, had not I, in my passage through the hall, 
heard one of the footmen upon the top of the stair¬ 
case, pronounce with an audible voice, “ Will your 
lordship please to be at home when he calls?” It is 
not to be supposed that I was pleased at tliis disco¬ 
very, which I no sooner made, than, turning to my 
conductor, “ I find,” said I, “ his lordship is disjiosed 
to be abroad to more people than me this morning.” 
The fellow, though a valct-de-chambre, blushed at 
this observation; and I withdrew, not a little irri¬ 
tated at the peer’s disingennity, and fully resolved 
to spare him my visits for the future. It was not 
long after this occasion, that I happened to meet him 
in the park, and being naturally civil, I could not 
pass him without a salulation of the hat, which he 
returned in the most distant manner, though we 
were both solitary, and not a soul within view ; and 
when that very performance, vihieh he had ap¬ 
plauded so warmly, was lately published by sub¬ 
scription, he did not bespeak so much as one copy. 
1 have often reflected with wonder upon this incon¬ 
sistency of his conduct I never courted his pa¬ 
tronage, nor indeed thought of his name, until he 
made interest for my acquaintance; and if he was 
disappointed in my conversation, why did he press 
me so much to further connexion ?” 

“ 'The case is very clear,” cried the chairman, 
interrupting him; “ he is one of those connoisseurs 
who set up for taste, and value themselves upon 
knowing all men of genius, whom they w ould be 
thought to assist in their product ions. I will lay 
an even bet with any man, that his lordship on the 
strength of that slender interview, together with 
the opportunity of having seen your performance 
in manuscript, has already hinted to every company 
in which he is conversant, that you solicited his 
assistance in retouching the piece, which you have 
now offered to the public, and that he was pleased 
to favour you with his advice, but found you obstin¬ 
ately bigotted to your own opinion, in some points 
relating to those very passages which have not met 
with the approbation of the town. As for his 
caresses, there was nothing at all extraordinary in 
his behaviour. By that time you have lived to my 
age, you will not be surprised to see a courtier's 
promise and performance of a different complexion; 
not but that I would willingly act as an auxiliary 
in your resentment.” 

'The opinion of the president was strengthened 
by the concurrence of all the members; and all 
other complaints and memorials being deferred till 
another sitting, the college proceeded to an exer¬ 
cise ofwit,whieh was generally performed once every 
fortnight, with a view to promote the expectoration 
of genius. The subject was occasionally chosen by the 
chairman, who opened the game with some shrewd 
remark naturally arising from the conversation; 
and then the ball was tossed about, from one comer 
of the room to the other, according to tlic motions 
of the spirit. 

That the reader may have a just idea of this sport, 
and of the abilities of those who carried it on, I 
shall repeat the sallies of this evening, according to 
the order and succession in which they escaped. 
One of the members observing that Mr. Metaphor 
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■was absent, was told by the person who sat next to 
him, that the poet hud foul weather at home, and 
oould not stir ahroiid. “What I” said the president, 
interposing, with the signal upon his countenance, 
♦‘is he wind-bound, in port?” “ Wine-bound, I sup¬ 
pose,” cried anollier. “Hooped with wine! a 
strange iiieta])hor!” said the third. “ Kot if he has 
poi into a hogshead.” answered the fourth. “ The 
iiogslietul w'lll sooner get into him,” replied a 
fifrli, “ It must be a tun or an ocean.” “ >io w'on- 
der, then, if he should be overwhelmed,” said a 
sixth. “ If he should,” cried a seventh, “he w'ill 
<Mst up wfum his gall breaks.” “ That must be very 
soon,” roared an eighth, “for it has been Jong 
ready to burst.” “ No, no,” observ(‘d a ninth, “ h<‘'ll 
stick fast at the bottom, take my w ord for it; he 
h.is a natural alarnti/ in snihraj*' “ And yet,” re¬ 
marked a tenth, “ I have seen him in the clouds.” 
“ 'riieii was lie cloudy, I suppose,” cried tlie ele¬ 
venth. “ Sodark,” rcjilied tlie other, “that his mean¬ 
ing eonid not he perceived.” “For all that,” said 
the twelfth, “he is easily seen through.” “You 
talk,” answered the thirteenth, “as if liis head was 
made of glas*».” “No, no,” cried the fourteenth, 
“his head is made of more durable stuff; it will 
bend before it breaks.” “ Yet I have seen it broken,” 
resumed the jiresident. “ Did you perceive any 
wit c«)iiu* out at the hole?” said another. “Ills 
wit,” replied the chairman, “is too subtle to be 
perceived.” 

A third nioulli was just open, when the exercise 
was suddenlv interrujUed by the dreadful cry of 
fire, wdneh issued from the kitchen, and involved 
the whole eolK-ge m confusion. Every man en¬ 
deavoured to he tlie first in making Ins exit; the 
door and passage were blocked up ; each individual 
was pommidled bytln‘ person tliat hai)])Cned to he 
beiimd him. This eominunieation produced noise 
and exclamation; clouds of smoke rolled upwards 
into the ajiarruumt, and terror sat on (‘very brow; 
when I’eregniie, seeing no prospect of retreating 
by the door, opened one of th(‘ windows, and fairh 
leaped into the slreek where lu; found a crowd of 
jieople assembled to eontribnte their assistance 
in extinguishing tlie flames. Several members of 
the college followed his 4‘xamido, and luqipily ac- 
comptish(*d tludr escape. The eliairniau himself, 
being uiiwulling to use the same expedient, stood 
trembling on tlie brink of descent, dubious of liis 
own agility, and dreading tlie conse<iuencc of such 
a leap, when achair liappening to ])ass, he laid hold 
on the opportunity, and liy an exertion of his mus¬ 
cles, pitched upon the top of tlie carriagi*, w hieli 
was immediately overturned in the kennel, to the 
grievous aunoyanec' of tlu* fare, whi(‘h luitipeiied to 
be a certain elfeminate beau, in full dress, on his 
way to a private assembly. 

'j'his phantom hearing the noise overhead, and 
feeling the shock of being overthrown at the same 
time, thought that some whole tenement had fallen 
upon the chair, and, in the terror of being crushed 
t<' pieces, uttei’ed a scream, which the populace sup- 
]K)sed to proceed from the mouth of a woman ; and 
therefore went to his assistance, while the cliairmen, 
instead of ministering to his occasions, no sooner 
recollected tlu*mselv(*s, than they ran in pursuit of 
their ov erthrow er, wdio, being accustomed to escape 
from bailitts dived into a dark alley, and vaui-shing 
in a trice, was not visible to any living soul, until 
he a])peai ed next day on Tow'er-hill. 

Tlie humam part of the mob, who bestirred 


themselves for the relief of tlie supposed lady, no 
sooner perceived their mistake in the appearance ol 
the beau, who stared around him with horror and 
affright, than their compassion was changed into 
mirth, and they began to pass a great many un- 
.savoiiry jokes upon his misfortune, which they 
now discovered no inclination to alleviate ; and he 
found himself very uncomfortahly beset, •wben 
Pickle, pitying his situation, interposed in liis 
belialf, amrprevailed upon the chairmen to carry 
him into the house of an apothecary in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, to whom his luisehancc proved a very 
advantageous accident; for the fright operated so 
violently upon his nerves, that lu* was seized with 
a delinuni, and lay a whole fortnight dopriv(*d of 
his senses; during which period he was not neg¬ 
lected in jioiiit of inedicnies, food, and att(*ndaucc, 
hut royally regaled, as appeared by the contents of 
his landlord's bill. 

Our adventurer having seen this unfortunate 
beau saJ’ely housed, returned to llic scene of the 
other calamity, which, as it was no other than a 
foul chimney, soon yielded to the endeavours of the 
family, and was happily overcome, without any 
other bad conse(juenc(‘ than that of alarming the 
neighbours, disturbing the college, and disordering 
the brain of a bean. 

Eager to be acquainted with the particular con¬ 
stitutions of a society which seemed to ojien upon 
him by degrees, Mr. Pickle did not fail to appear 
at the next meeting, when several petitions were 
laid before the lioard, in behalf of those memhers 
wlio were conflned in the juisous of the Fleet, 
Marshalsca, and King’s Peneh. As those unhappy 
authors expected nothing from their brethren but 
advice and good offices, which did not concern the 
pnrs(*, the memorials were considered with great 
care and humanity ; and, upon this occasion, I'ere- 
grine had it in his power to manifest his im|)ori- 
ame to the community; for he hapjiened to he 
ae(piainte(i w ith the creditor of one of the prisoners, 
and knew' that gentleman’s severity was owing to 
his resentment at the behaviour of the debtor, who 
had lampooned him in print, bceaiis(‘ he ri'fused to 
comply with afresli dtuuand, aftiT he liad lent liim 
money to the amount of a considerable sum. Our 
young gcutloraan, therefori*. uudcrst.iiuling that the 
author was penitent, and dispos(*d to make a 
reasonable submission, promised to employ his 
influence with the creditor toward.*, an accom¬ 
modation ; and in a few days actually obtained his 
release. 

The social duties being disohargi'd, the con¬ 
versation look a gcneial turn, ainl several new 
productions were freely criticised ; thoM* especially 
which belonged to authors who ■were either un¬ 
connected with, or unknown to the college. Kor 
did the profession of stage-plaving escape tlie 
cognizance of the assemblv ; a dejmtation of the 
most judicious memher'Jbeing stmt weekly to each 
theatre, with a view of making remarks upon the 
performance of the actors, 'i'lic censors for the 
preceding week wci'e accordingly called upon to 
give in their report; and the play which they had 
reviewed was the JRevrmje. 

“Mr. Q-,” said the second censor, “take 

him all in all, is cortaiuly the most complete and 
niihlemished performer that ever appeared on our 
stage, notwithstanding the blind adoration which 
is paid to his rivnil. I went two nights ago, with 
an express design to criticise his action. 1 could 
cc 
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find no room for censure, bat infinite subject for 
•dtdration sod applauM. In Firm be is jtreiit, in 
Otidb excellent, bat in Zanga beyond ail iinita- 
tionu Over and above tbe disfinctness of pronun¬ 
ciation, the dignity of attitude, and expression of 
face, bis gestures are so just and sigiiificunt, tliat a 
man, though utterly bereft of tlie sense of bearing, 
might, by seeing him only, understand the meaning 
of every word he speaks! sure ntrthlng can be 
more exquisite than his manner of telling Isabella 
how Alonzo behaved, when he found the incen¬ 
diary letter which he bad dropped by the Mwir’s 
direefioni and when, to crown his vengeiince, he 
discovers himself to be the contriver of all the 
mischief that had happened, he manifests a iicrfeet 
masterpiece of action, in pronounelng these four 
little monosyllables, Knoie f&tu, ’tsxi^ - 1." 

J'eregrine having eyed the critic some minutes, 
“ I fancy,” said he, “ your praise must he ironical, 
because, in tbe very two situations you mention, I 
think 1 have seen that player out-herod Herod, or, 
in other words, exceed all his other extravagances. 
The intention of the authew is, that the Moor should 
cnniinunicate to bis confidant a piece of informa- 
ti<in contained in a few lines, which, doubtless, 
ought to be repeated with an air of eagerness and 
satisfoetiOD, nut with the ridiculous grimace of a 
monkey, to which, methougiit, his action hore an 
intimate resemhloncc, in uttering this plain sen¬ 
tence !— 

■ he tuok it ap ; 

Rut acATcewHs Ituurtihlfdto liix 
When he, Aiir nn smw hin eyr. 

Started^ aafj li^mhUng dropt it on thr (ground. 

In pronouncing tlie first two words, this egregious 
actor stoops down, and seems to take up something 
from the stagi*, then jiroceeding to rejieat what 
follows, mimics the manner of unfolding u ieller; 
when he mentions the simile <if nn arrow piercing 
the eye, he darts his forefinger towards that organ, 
then rreoils wliJi great violence when tlie word 
sturtnl is expressed; and when he comes to 
irr'mbUng dropftfifl it on Oie ground, he throws all his 
tinihs into a tremulous motion, and shakes the 
imaginary pajier from his hand. Tlie latter part of 
the description is carried on with the same mluiite 
gi^stlculation, while he says,— 

PHtu and fi^Kust (iwhiUf tny I'lcUni htnnri, 

A ortwti, and jinn’d ( lem fioin him ; 

Tiien ruhh’d liih brciiv, aii<i lucik it up 

“ The player’s countenance assimies a wild stare, 
hr sighs twice most piteously, as if he wen- on the 
point of sufTocatian, scrubs his forehea^ and, bend¬ 
ing his body, apes the action of snatehiiig an object 
from the floor. Nor is this dexterity of dumb 
show omitted, when he concludes his imitation in 
these three lines;— 

At lint hfi look’d m if ho mr&nt to roofl it: 

But check’d bj feara, hooru&U’d it thus» 

And thruot U, Hkc an adder, in iaa biiaoni. 

Here the judicious performer imitates the con¬ 
fusion and concern of Alonzo, seems to cast his 
eyes upon something, firom which they are imme¬ 
diately withdrawn with horror and precipitation, 
then shutting his fist with a violent squeeze, as if 
ho intended to make immediate application to 
Isabella’s nose, he rams it in bis own bosom, with 
all the horror and agitation of a thief taken in the 
manner. Were tbs: player deWred the use of 
speech, and ohU^d to ac* to the eyes only of the 
audience, this mimicry might be a necussary con¬ 


veyance of Ills meaning; but when he is st kheity 
to signify bis ideas by language, nothmg con be 
more trivial, forced, aunotural, and antic, tlian this 
gu|K‘rfiauaB mummery. Not that I would exclude 
from the repreKentatiou tlie graces of action, with¬ 
out which the choicest scuciments, clothed in the 
most exijuisite expression, would sp[»ear unsni- 
malcd and insipid ; but these are as dittercut from 
this ridiculous burlcajue, as is tiic dcitieanour of a 
Tully in the rostrum, from the tricks of a Jack-pud¬ 
ding on a mountebank’s stage. And, tor the t ruth of 
wliatIallege,IappFal to the observation of any person 
who has considered the elegance of altitude and 
propriety of gesture, as they are universally 
acknowledged in the reid charueters of life. In¬ 
deed, I liave kunwn a Cisseon, whose limbs were ns 
eliH|iient os liis tongue; lie never mentiom-d the 
wind sleep without ri-climng Ins head njioii his 
band; w hen he hud occasion to talk of an horse, he 
always started U]! and trolled across the room, ex- 
cei>t when he was so situated tliat lie couid not stir 
without inconuoodiiig the eonipiiuy, and in that 
ease he con tent i-d lii nisei f witli neigh nig aloud. If 
a dog liap]ietied to lie the siilijeet of his eonversa- 
tiou, he wagged his tail, and griailed in u most 
significant manner; and mie day he ex]iressed his 
di-sire of going backwards wilti sueh natui-al Liiiila- 
tion of his purtKise, tliat every body in the room 
firmly lielieved he hud ueTually overshot hiuiself,uiid 
fortified tiieir nostrils accoi'iliugly. Yet no man ever 
looked u|)Ou this virtuoso to tie tlie standiii-d of 
propriety in |siirit of speaking and depurtinent. 
J-'or my own part, 1 eoufess tlie player Jii question 
would, by dint ofthe.se rpiali heal Jons, make a very 
good figure in the eliaraeierofl’antalisin's laeijuey, 
in the entevtainnieat of iY-rseiis and Aiidroineda, 
anil perhaps might arqinre some rrjiiitatniri, by 
tuniiiig llie ItvvfUiiR into a ji.uiiommie; iii wTiieli 
ease, 1 would advise him to i-ome ujion tlie stage, 
]>ruvided with an handful of fhiiir, iii order to 
besmear his face wlieii he prmiouiiees jniir ituil 
ugbuM, Ac. and nii-tliiiiks he ought to illiistmte the 
adder witli an liideoiis Jiiss, Itiii li-i us now einite 
to the other hiliiation, in wTiieh tins imxlern ^Issopus 
IS supposed to disliiiguisli hniisi-tr so much, i iiieuu 
that same ecluireissemeiit eonitiieheiided in Knou' 
Ihrn, 'tirttii — -/. Jlis muiiiler, 1 own, may lie al¬ 
tered since I was piv si-iit at tlie rci'i eseiitalioii of 
that perfbrmaiiee; hut certain I am, w hen I bi<heid 
him ill tiiut cm leal eoiijiiiieture, Ins tieliuviour 
apiK-ared to me so uiieoutli, liint 1 really imagiiieit 
he w as visited by some epileptic distemper ; tor he 
stoml tottering and gasping lor the space of two 
minutes, like a man suddenly struck with the 
puisy; ami, afli-r various distortions and sidv-sliak- 
lugs, us if he had got Ileus in Ins doublet, heaved 
np from his lungs the letter /, like a huge anchor 
from foul ground.” 

This entieism w.is acceptable to the majority of 
the college, wiio had no great vetieraliou I'or tlie 
player in question ; and liis admirer, witliout uiok- 
tag any reply, asked in a whisper, of tlie getitli'iiiun 
who eat next to him, if 1‘ickle had not ottered some 
production to the stage, and met with a repulse ? 
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f.ion, except the little fame he had acquired by his 
Uic satire; but now he thought it high time to 
weigh Hohd pudding against empty praise; and there¬ 
fore engaged with some booksellers in a certain 
translation, which he obliged himself to perfonn 
for the consideration of two hundred pounds. ’’J'he 
articles of agreement being drawn, he began his 
task with great etigerness, rose early in the morn¬ 
ing to his work, at which he laboured all daylong, 
went abroad with the bats in the evening, and ap¬ 
peared in the eo£Fec-house, where he amused liim- 
self with the newspapers and conversation till nine 
o’clock; then he retired to his own ajiartment, 
and, after a slight repast, betook himself to re.st, 
that he miglil be able to unroost with the cock, 
'fhis sudden change from his formtT way of life 
iigreed so ill with Ids disjjosition, that, for the first 
tune, he was troubled with flatulencies and indi¬ 
gestion, whicli produced anxiety and dejection of 
spirits, and the nature of his situation began in some 
measure to discompose his brain; a discovery which 
he no sooner made, than lie had recourse to the 
advice of a young physician, who w'us a member of 
the college of authors, at this lime one of our Iicro’s 
most intimate acc[uaintancc. 

The son of yEsculapius, having considered his 
ease, imputed his disorder to the right cause, namely, 
want of exercise; dissuaded him from such close 
application to study, until he should be gradually 
famihari^ed to a sedentary life; advised him to 
enjoy his friend and hi.s bottle in moderation, and 
wean himself from his former customs by degrees; 
and, above all things, to rise immediately after his 
first sleep, and exercise himself in a morning’s 
walk. In order to render this last part of the pre- 
scn])tion tlie tnoro palatable, the doctor promised 
to attend him in lliese early exeursions, and even 
to introduce him 1o a Ci*rtain personage of note, 
who gave a sort of public breakfasting to the minor 
virtuo.^i of the age, and often employed his interest 
in behalf of lho.se who properly cultivated liis eoun- 
tenance and approbation. ' 

Tills proposal was extremely acceptable to our 
young gentleman, who, besidc.s the advantage which 
might acenie to him from such a valuable con- ' 
iiexion, foresaw much entertainment and satisfac¬ 
tion ill the discourse of so many learned guests, 
’fhe occasion.s of his heallli and interest, moreover, 
eoineided in another eireunisturiee; the minister's 
levee being kept betimes in the morning, so that he 
eoiild perform his walk, yield his attemlaiiee, and 
breakfast at this philosophical board, without en¬ 
croaching a great deal upon his other avoeations. 

Measures being thus preconcerted, th(‘ physician 
conducted our adventurer to the house of tlii.s cele¬ 
brated sage, to wlioin lie recommended him as a 
gentleman of genius and taste, who craved the 
honour of his ae<juaintance; but lu* had previously 
smoothed the way to his introduction, by repre¬ 
senting Peregrine as a young fellow of great am- 
b.tion, sjfirit and address, who could not fail to 
make a figure in the world; that therefore he would 
be a creditable addition to tlie subordinates of such 
a ])utron, and by his quahfiontions, intrepidity, and 
warmth of temper, turn out a consummate herald 
of his fame. Upon these considerations, he met 
with a most engaging reception from the enter¬ 
tainer, who was a w'cU-hred man, of some learning, 
generosity, and taste; but his foihlc was the desire 
of being thought the inimitable pattern of all three. 

It was witli a view to aeipiire and support this 


eharaeter, that his house w'as open to all those who 
had any pretensions to literature; consequently he 
was surrounded by a strange variety of jiretenders; 
but none were discouraged, lioeause he knew that 
even the most insignificant might, in some shape, 
conduce to the propagation of his praise. A bab¬ 
bler, though he cannot run upon the scent, may 
spring the game, and, by his yelping, help to fill up 
the cry. iS'o wonder, then, that a }outh of Ihcklc’s 
accomplishments was admitted and ev<*ii invited 
into the pack. After having enjoyed a very short 
private audience in the closet, our young gentleman 
was show’ll into another room, where lialf a dozen 
of his fellow adherents waited for the Maiccnas, 
who rr\ a few minutes appeared, with a most gracious 
asjx'ct, received the compliments of the morning, 
and sat down to breakfast, in the midst of them, 
without anj furthe’' ceremony. 

The conversation at first turned upon tlie wea¬ 
ther, wliich was investigated in a very philosophical 
manner by one of the company, who seemed to 
have consullcd all the barometers and thermometers 
that (‘ver were invented, before he would venture 
to alllrm lliat it was a chill morning. This subject 
being aecurately discussed, the chief inquired about 
the tiew’s of the learned world; and his inclination 
was no sooner expressed than every guest ojicned 
his mouth, in order to gratify his curiosity. Hut 
he tliat first captivated his attention, was a meagre 
shrivelled antiquary, who looked like an animated 
mummy, which had been scorched among the 
sands of the desert. He told the patron, that he 
liad, by accident, met witli a medal, which, thoiigli 
it was defaced by tune, ho would venture to pro¬ 
nounce a genuine antique, from the ringing and 
taste of the metal, as w'ell as from the colour and 
composition of the rust. »?o saving, he produced a 
piece of copper coin, so consumed and di&guiscdby 
age, that scarce a vestige of the impression was to 
be perceived. Nevertheless, this connoisseur pre¬ 
tended to distinguish a face in profile, from w hich 
he concluded that the piece was of the Upper Em¬ 
pire, and on the reverse he endeavoured to point 
out the bulb of the spear, and part of the jiara- 
zoniuni, which were the insignia of the Konian 
Virtus, together with the fragment of onefold of the 
mullK-iuui in which she wins clothed. He likewise 
had discovered an angle of the letter N, and, at 
some distance, an entire I; from these circum¬ 
stances coujeeluring, and indeed concluding, that 
the medal was struck by Severus, in honour of the 
viciorv lu'obtained over his rival Niger, after he 
had forced the passes of Mount Taurus. This cri¬ 
ticism seemed very satisfactory to the entertainer, 
w’lio having examined the coin by the help of his 
spectacles, plainly discerned the jmrticulars wliich 
the ow'iier had mentioned, and was pleased to tenn 
his account of the mutter, a very ingenious ex¬ 
planation. 

The ciiriosily was circulated through the Iiands 
of^all pivscmt, and ev cry v irtuoso, in his turn, licked 
the copper, and rung it upon the hearth, declaring 
his assent to the judgment which liad been pro¬ 
nounced. At length it fell under the inspection of 
our young gentleman, who, though no antiquarian, 
was very well acquainted with the curi’cnt coin of 
his ow'n countiy, and no sooner ca.st his eyes upon 
the valuable anlicpie, than he affirmed, without 
hesitation, that it w-as no other than tlie ruins of an 
English farthing, and that same spear, parazonium, 
and niulticium, the remains of the emblems and 
cc 2 
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drapery with which the figure of Britannia is de¬ 
lineated on our copper money. 

This hardy asseveration Reemed to disconcert the 
patron, wliile it incensed the medalist, who, grin¬ 
ning like an enraged baboon, “What d’ye tell me 
of a brass farthing ?” said he. “ Did you ever know 
modern brass of such a relish? Do hut taste it, 
young gentleman ; and sure 1 am, if you have ever 
been conversant with subjects of this kind, you will 
fitid as wide a diftercnce in the savour between 
this and an English farthing, as can possibly he 
perceived betwixt an onion and a turnip. Besides, 
this medal has the true C'tirinthian ring; then the 
attitude is upright, whereas that of J-lritunnia is re¬ 
clining ; and how is it possible to mistake a branch 
of palm for a parazouiuin ?” 

All the rest of the coinpany espoused tlio vir¬ 
tuoso's side of the question, because the rejiutation 
of each was concerned. 'J'he patron, finding him¬ 
self in the same eircuinslance, assum'd a solemnity 
of feutime, dashed with a small mixture of di.s])lea- 
sure, and told Beregrine, that, as he had not iti.uh* 
that branch of literature his jjartieular study, he 
was not Rurjirisod to see him mistaken in his 
ojnnion. l^iekle immediately understood the re¬ 
proof, though he was slioeked at the vanity or in¬ 
fatuation of his entertainer and fellow-guests, asked 
pardon for liis ])resumption, ^ hieh was aceordinglv 
exeiificd, in consideration of his inexiiorienee ; and 
the English farthing dignified mUIi the title of a 
true antique. 

'Phe next person that addressed himself to the 
chief, was u gentleman of a \ery nuithematical 
turn, who valued himself upon the improvements 
he had made in several domestic machines, and now 
jiresentcd the plan of a new contrivaiiee for cutting 
cabbages, in such a manner as would secure tlie 
stock against the rotting ruin, and <‘iiahle il to pro¬ 
duce a plenteous aftercrop of delicious sprouts. 
In this inqiortant macliine he had united the whole 
mechanic powders, with such massy complication of 
iron ami wood, that it could not Jiave been moved 
without the assistance of a horse, and a road made 
for the convenience of the draught. These objec¬ 
tions were so obvious, that they occurred at first 
sight to tile inspector-general, who greatly com¬ 
mended the invention, which, he observed, might 
be applied to several other useful ])ur])oses, could it 
once be rendered a little more portable and com¬ 
modious. 

The inventor, who had not foreseen these diffi¬ 
culties, was not prei)ared to snnnoiint them ; hut 1 <* 
took the hint in good part, and ])romised to task his 
abilities anew, in altering tlie construction of his 
design. Not hut that he iinderw'cnt some severe 
irony from the rest of the virtuosi, who compli¬ 
mented him upon the momentous improvement he 
had made, by which a family might save a dish of 
■greens in u quarter, for so trifling an ex])ense us 
that of purchiising, working, and maintaining such 
ft stupendous machine ; hut no man was ever more 
MiTCastic in his remarks upon this piece of me¬ 
chanism than the naturalist, who next appealed to 
•the patron’s approbation for a curious disquisition 
he had made touching the procreation of muck 
files, in which he had laid down a curious method 
of collecting, preserving, and hatching the eggs of 
the.se insects, even in the winter, by certain modi¬ 
fications of artificial heat. I'lie nature of tliis'dis- 
coyery was no sooner communicated, than Pere¬ 
grine, unuble to contain himself, was sei/erl vith a 


fit of laughter, which infected every person at the 
ta!)le, tlie landlord himself not excepted, who found 
it impossible to preserve his wonted gravity of face. 

Such unmannerly mirth did not fail to mortify 
the ]>hilosopher, vho. after some pause, during 
which indignation and disdain w'cre painted iii Ins 
eountimanee, reprehended our young gentleman 
for his unphilosophieal behaviour, and undertook 
to prove, tliat the subject ol his inquiry was of in- ' 
finite consequence to the jirogress and increase of 
natural knowh'dge. But he found luxjuarter trom 
the vengeful engineer, who now retorted his iron¬ 
ical couqilimenls, with great enqiliasis, upon this 1 
liot-h(*d for the generation of vermin, and advised 1 
him to lay the whole process before the Itojal So- i 
eiely, which w'onld, doubtless, present him witli a 
medal, and give him a jilace among their memoirs, j 
as a distinguisheil promotiTof the useful arts. “If,*’ ^ 

said he, “you liad employed }our studies in finding | 
out some etU-etual method to de.stroy those insects j 
which jircjudicc and annoy inaukiiHl, in all ju’oha- ■ 
hility you must have been contented with the eon- j 
tcnqilution ot the good you hud done; hut tins , 
curious expedient for multi])!}ing maggots will ^ 
surely entitle }on to an lionourahle rank in the hst of 
learned })hiloso{*liers.” “I don’t wonder,” re]>lied 
the naturalist, “tinit you sliould he so mueli tnerse to 
the ])ro]>agalion of niM'els, heeau.se, in all likelihood. 
}ou are afraid that tiiey will not leave you a cab- i 
huge to cut down with the same miraculous mu- , 
<‘lnm‘.’’ “ Sir,” answered the meehanic, with great 

hiHiTness of \oiee and asjieet, “if tlie cabbage be , 
as hglit-heade<l as some inuek-wonn ])hih .sophers, 
it will not lie worth cutting down.” “I never dis- 
])Ute iqjon cabbage with the son of a cucumber,” 
.said the fiy-hreeder, alluding to tlie of his 

antagonist; who, impatient of the afiront, started 
u]> witii fill} in his looks, exclaiming, “’Sdeatli! 
meaning me,.sir!” 

Here the iiatron, perceiving things drawing to* 
waids a rupture, interpo.sed his authority, rebuking 
them for their intenqjerauee, and rceommemling to 
tlicm aunty and concord against the (Joths and 
Vandals of the age, who took all opportunities of 
ridiculing and discouraging the adherents of know - 
ledge and pliiloso])hy. After this <*xhortation, tlie} 
had no pretence tor earn} ing on the dispute which 
was dropt in all appearance, though the mecl aine 
still retained his resentment; and after hreaklast. 
when the eonqiany broke up, accosted his adversaiy 
in the street, desiring to know how he durst he so 
insolent as to make that scurrilous reflection ujion 
his family. 'Phe fi}-funcier, thus question"'!, ae- 
eusc'd the niathematieian of having been tlie ag¬ 
gressor, in likening his head to a light cabbage; 
and here the altercation being renewed, the engi¬ 
neer proceeded to the illustration of his mechanics, 
tilting up his hand like a hulanee, thrusting it for¬ 
ward by way of lever, emhraeing the naturali.st’s 
nose like a wedge liotwixt two of his fingers, and 
turning it round, with the momentum of a .screw 
or peritrochiurn. Had they been obliged to decide 
the dispute with equal anns, the assailant would 
have had great advantage over the otlier, who was 
very much his inferior in muscular strength ; hut 
the philo 80 )iher being luckily provided witli a caue. 
no sooner disengaged himself I'roni thisoj)])rol)rious 
application, than he Jiandlcd Jiis weapon with great 
dexterity about the head and shoulders of his 
antagonist, who finding this shower of blow'S 
very disagreeable, was fain to betake himfieli 
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to his heels for bhelter, and ^’us ])ursiu*d by the 
angry victor, who chased him Irom one end of the 
street to the other, affording unspeakable satisfac¬ 
tion to the multitude, as well as to our hero and to 
his introductor, who were s])ectaiors of the whole 
scene. 

Tims w’as our adventurer initiated into the so¬ 
ciety of Yelpers, though he did not as >et fully un¬ 
derstand the nature of his office, which was explained 
by tile young })hysician, who chid him for ins blunt 
behaviour in the ease of the ineiial; and gave him 
to understand, tluit their patron’s favour was neitln r 
to be gained nor jireserved liyany man that would 
jnetend to eonviet him of a mistake. Jletheridbrc 
counselled him to respect this foible, and cultivate 
the old gentleman with all the zeal and venera¬ 
tion, which a regard to his own character would 
]>cnnit him to say. This task w as the easier to one 
of our young gentleman’s idiant disjiosition, heeause 
the virtuoso’s behaviour was absolutely free from 
that insolent self-conceit, wliieli he could not bear 
without disgust. 'The senior was, on the contrary, 
mild and henefieent; and Pickle was rather pleased 
than shocked at his weakness; because it ffattered 
his vanity with the suiiposition of his own supenor 
sens<*. 

(kiutioned iu this manner. Peregrine protiti-d so 
mueli by his insinuating ipialifieations, that, in 
a very little time, he was looked ujion as om* of 
the ehief favourites of the patron, to whom he 
dedicated a small occasional iioem; and everj body 
believc*dhe would reap the fruits of Ins attachment, 
among tJie first of the old geiitlemaii’s depeudeuts. 

CIIAPTKIt XOVI. 

Peregrine fmtliag himself negU-etetl by Sir Ste.iily Steerwell, 

expostulates With Inm ni a Letter. m 'cnsecpiem'i' of 

which ho is furbai his I^usc*, loses his I’eiisioii, uiid ni( ui.s 
llic C’li*ge of Luiiaey 

Tinn prospect of success, together with his (*\- 
peetatioii.s from tiie minister, wliom he did not 
iic'gleet, helped to comfort liim under tiie reverse 
of loitune which he liad undergone, and the un¬ 
certainty of th(‘ lawsuit, which he still mainlaint^d 
for the reco\ery of his ten thousand pounds. 'Plie 
law'vers. iiidec'd, eontiimcd to dram his jiocket of 
money, while they filled his brain with unsuhslaii- 
tial hope; and he was aetmilly olihged to borrow 
money from his bookseller, on the slrenedh of the 
translation, m order to satisfy the demands of those 
ravenous harjiu^s, rather than lay the misanthrope 
under any diffieultic'S, or liave recourse to his friend 
Hatchway, wlio lived at the garrison, entiredy 
ignorant of liis distress. 'I'his was not at all alle- 
viatcMl by tlie arrival of the Indiaman, in which lu* 
had venturetl sc'veu hundred pounds, as we ha\e 
already observed; for he was gi\en to under¬ 
stand, that the borrower was left dang(*rouslv 
ill at Itombay when the ship sailed, and that Id's 
chance for retrieving his money was extremely 
slender. 

situated, it is not to he suI^fosed that he led a 
life of tran(|uiility, though he made a shift to 
struggle with the rememstranees of niisforlune. 
Yet such a gush of affliction would sometinu'S rush 
upon his thought, as overwlielnu*fl all the ideas of 
hiB hope, and sunk him to the very bottom of de- 
spendenee. Every equipage that passed him in the 
Street, every person of rank and fortune that oc¬ 
curred to his view, recalled the gay images of his 


fomuT life, with such mortifying reflection at 
stabbed him to the very souk lie lived, therefore, 
incessantly exposed to all the pangs of envy and 
discpiiet. AVlien 1 say envy, 1 do not mean that 
sordid passion, in consequence of which a man 
reiiines at his neighbour’s success, howsoever de- 
S(*rved ; 1ml that self-tonnenting indignation which 
is ins})ired by the pros}>erity of folly, ignorance, 
and vice. Without the intervening gleams of en¬ 
joy ment, which he felt in the conversation of a few 
friends, he could not have su])ported his existence; 
or, at li*ast, he must have suffered some violent 
discomposure of the brain. But one is still finding 
some eireumstance of alleviation, even in thew’orst 
of conjunctures; and Pickle was so ingenious in 
these researches, that he maintained a good battle 
w ith disappointment, till the revolution of the term 
at w'hich he had received his jiension of three 
hundreil jxmnds. 

However, seeing the day elapse, without touch¬ 
ing his allowance, notwithstanding his significant 
method of presenting himself at the minister’s 
levee, when the year was expired, he w'rote a letter 
to Sir Steady, reminding him of his situation and 
jiromise, and giving him to understaml, that his 
oei'asions were such as compelled him to demand 
Ins salary for the ensuing y(‘ar. 

In tlu* morning after this letter was conveyed, 

, the author went to his honour’s house, in expeeta- 
I tion of being adnutted by particular order; hut 
j was mistaken in his hope, the inimster not being 
j visible. He then made his appearance at tlie levee, 
in hojies of being closeted ; hut tliough he took all 
opportunities of watching Sir Steady’s eyes, he 
could not ohtiiin one glancC; and had the jileasure 
of seeing him retire, without being fa\ oured with 
the least notice. These circumstances of wilful 
neglect were not o\or and above agreeable to our 
young hero, who, in tlie agonu's of vexation and 
resentment, went home, and composed a most acri* 
monious remonstrance to his honour; in consc- 
(juence of which he was not only (Uqirived of all 
j)r<‘t<'nsions to a private audience, hut expressly 
denied admittance on a public day, by tsir steady’s 
own order. 

I'liiK prohibition, wdiich announced his total ruin, 
filled him with rage, horror, and despair. He in¬ 
sulted the porter who signified the minister's com- 
I mand, tlireatening to chastise him upon the spot 
I for his presumption, and vented the most Mrulent 
imprecations uj)on his master, to the astonishment 
of those who chanced to enter during this con¬ 
ference. Having exhausted himself iu these vain 
exclamations, he returned to his lodgings in a most 
frantic condition, biting his lips so that the blood 
ran from his mouth, dashing his head and fists 
against the sides of his chimney, and weeping with 
the mo.st hitter ex})ressions of woe. 

I’ipes, w’hose p(*reeption had been just sufficient 
to let him see that there was some difTercnec be- 
tw'eoii the present and former situation of his 
master, o\ erhi^aring his transports, essayed to enter 
his ajuirtment, with a view* of administering con¬ 
solation ; and fiiitUng the door locked on the inside, 
desired admittance, protesting, that otherwise he 
would down wdth the bulkhead in the turning of 
a handsjtike. JVregrine ordered him to retire, on 
jiain of his displeasuro. and swore, that if he should 
otVer to break ojien the door, he would instantly 
shoot him through the head. Tom, without paying 
(lie least regaid to this injunction, set himself 
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work immediately. His master, exasperated at liis 
want of reverence and respect, -which in his present 
paroxysm appeared with tlie most provoking? aggra¬ 
vation, flew into his closet, and snatching uj) one 
of !iis pistols already loaded, no sooner saw his 
valet enter the apartment, in con 8 e<pu*nce of having 
forced the lock, than he presented it full at Ids face, 
and drew the trigger. Happily the prinung flashed 
in the pan, without communicating w ith the eharge; 
so that his furious purpose did not take effect upon 
the countenance of honest i’ipes, who, disregardful 
of the attempt, though he knew the contents of 
the idece, asked, witliout the least alteration of 
feature, if it must he foul weather through the 
whole voyage? 

Heregnne, mud as he was, repented of his mis¬ 
chievous intent against such a faithful adherent, in 
the very moment of execution; and hud it proved 
fatal, aceording to the design, in all probability 
he would have applied another to his own head. 
'riuTc are CiTtuiri eonsideratlons that strike upon 
the muid witli irresistible three, even in the iiddst 
of its distraction; the momentary recollection of 
some jwrtienlar scene, oceasioiied by tlie features 
of the devoted victim, hath often struck the dagger 
from the assassin’s hand. Ey such an iinjmlse was 
1 ‘ipes yirotected from any V(*peuted effort of Ins 
master’s rage; the friendly cause of his present 
disobedience flashed upon the conviction of J'(‘re- 
grine, when he belield the rugged fl’ont of his valet, 
m which also stood disclosed his long and faithful 
Kcrvioe, together with the recommendation of the 
deeeabccl commodore. 

Though his wrath was immediately Rupi>ressed, 
and his heart torn with remorse for what he had 
done, his brows remained still contracteil; and 
darting a most ferocious regard at the intruder, 
“ Viliam !” said he, “how dare 5 on treat me with 
sucii disrespect'''” “Why should’iit 1 lend a hand 
for the preservation of the ship,” answered the 
unrulHed I'ipes, “when there is more sail than 
ballast aboard, and the }>ilot ipitts the helm in de¬ 
spair? What signifies one or two broken voyages, 
so loiig us our limbers are strong, and our vessel 
in good trim. If she Iom'S ujxm one tack, imiyhai> 
she may gain upon t'otlier; and I’ll be d—n’d, if 
one day or other w<* don’t fetch up our lee-w’ay. 
As for the matter of provision, you have started a 
pretty good sto.ek ol’money into my hold, and \ou 
arew'cleome to hoist it up again when }ou wool?” 

Here 'fom was interniyited by the arrival of 
Mr. (h'ahtree, who seeing Peregrine with a pistol 
in his hand, and such wilii disorder in his looks, 
his head, hands, and mouth besmeared with blood, 
and, moreover, smelling the gnnjiow’der which had 
been burnt, actually believed he had either com¬ 
mitted, or was bent upon murder, aiid accordingly 
retreated down stairs wdUi infinite despatch. Ail 
his speed could not convey him without the reach 
of Pipes, who, overtaking him in his passage, car¬ 
ried him hack into his master’s apartment, observ¬ 
ing by the way, that this was no time to sheer off, 
w'ben his consort stood in need of his assistance. 

There w’as something so ruefully severe in the 
countenance of (Dadw’allader, thus compelled, that, 
at any other time, our hero would hav c laughed at 
his concern; but at present there was nothing 
risible in bis disposition. He had, however, laid 
aside his pistol, and endeavoured, though in vain, 
to compose his internal disturbance ; for he could 
not utter one syllable to the misanthrope, but stood 


I staring at him in silence, with a most delirious Cfi~ 
pect. This did not tend to dispel the dismay 01 
ins friend, who, after some recollection, “ I wonder," 
said he, “that you haveneverkilledyourmanhefori 
I J’ray how may you have disposed of the body?” 
I’lckle having recovered the faculty of speech, 
ordered his laeipiey out of the room, and, in a most 
incoherent detail, made Crabtree acquainted with 
the perfidious conduct of the minister. 

The confidant was very glad to find his fears 
disajipointcd; for he had really eoneludi'd, that 
some life was lost. I’erceivingthe }outh too much 
agitated to he treated by him In his usual style, he 
ow'ned that Sir Steady w'as a rascal, and encouraged 
Pickle w ith the hope of being one day able to make 
repnsuls upon Jiim; in the mean time ofl’ered him 
money for his immediate oeeasions, exhorted hmi 
to exert his own qualifications in rendering himself 
independent of such misereanls, and fliialiy eoiin- 
sclled him to repre.sent his wrongs to the noble¬ 
man whom he had formerly obliged, with a view of 
interesting that jicer in his behalf; or at least of 
obtaining a satisfactory cxplanatiou from the minis¬ 
ter, that he might take no premature measures of 
revenge. 

These ailmonitions were so iniieh milder and 
more agreeable than our hero expected from the 
misanthrope, that they had a very favourable t*fleet 
upon his transports, which gradually subsided, 
until he became so tractable as to promise that he 
would conform to his advice ; in consequence of 
which, he next morning waited upon his lordship, 
who received him very politely, as usual, and with 
great patience heard his complaint, which, by the 
bye, he could not repeat without soim* busty ebulli¬ 
tions of passionate resentment. This jieer, afti*r 
having gently disajiproved ofllu* h'ttiT of expostu¬ 
lation, which had produced such unfortunate effects, 
kindly undertook to recon#nend his ease to the 
minister, and actually performed his promise that 
same day, when Sir Steady informed him, to his 
utter astonishment, that the poor young gentleman 
was disordered in his brain, so that he eotdd not 
possibly be provided for in a ])lace of inqiortance, 
with any regard to the service; and it could not 
he exju'eted that he. Sir Steady, would supiiort hie 
extravagance from his own private purse;—that he 
had, indeed, at the solicitation of a nobleman 
deceased, made him a present of three hundred 
jiounds, in consideration of some loss that he pre¬ 
tended to have sustained in an election ; hut, since 
that time, had perceived in him such indisputable 
marks of lunacy, both by his distracted letters and 
personal b(‘luiviour, as obliged him to give order 
that he should not be admitted into the house. To 
corroborate this assertion, the minister actually 
called in the evidence of his o-wm porter, and one 
of the gontleinen of his household, who had heard 
the execrations that escaped our youth, when he 
first found himself excluded. In short, the noble¬ 
man was convinced that Peregrine was certainly 
and himaJuU' madias a March hare; and, by the 
helj) of this intimation, began to recollect some 
symptoms of distraction which appeared in his last 
visit; he reinemben*d a certain ineohereuee in his 
speech, a violence of gesture and wildness of look, 
that now evidently denoted a disturbed understand¬ 
ing; and he determined, for his own credit and 
security, to disentangle himself from such a dan¬ 
gerous acquaintance. 

With this view, he, in imitation of Sir Steady 
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commanded his gate to he shut against our adven¬ 
turer; so that, when he "wont to know the result of 
his lordship’s couferenee with the nunister, the 
door was dung in his face, and the janitor told him 
througli an iron grate, that he needed not to give 
himself the trouble of ealling again, for his J<jrd 
desired to he excused from seeing him. He spoke 
not a word in answer to tins declaration, which he 
imim“diatel> imputed to the ill otlices of the minister, 
against whom he breathed defiance and revenge, in 
his way to the loilgings of CadwalUider;—who, 
being made acipiainted \\ith tlie manner of his 
reception, begged he uould desist from all schemes 
of \engeanoe, until he, ('rahtree, should he able to 
unriddle the nnsterv of the whole, which he did 
iK't doubt of unveiling by means of his m ipinintanco 
with a family in which his lordship often sjient the 
evening at w'hist. 

It was not long before he had the desired oppor- 
tuiiil> ; the nobleman being under no injunctions 
or obligation to keep the affair secret, discovered 
the your g gentleman’s misfortune, by way of new-s, 
to the first company in which he happened to he; 
and I’eregrine’s name was not so oliseure in the 
fashionable world, hut that his disorder bc’oaine the 
general topic of eonversalion for a day; so that his 
friend soon partook of the inteliigi^nee, and found 
means to learn the particulars of the minister's in¬ 
formation, us above related. Nay, he w'as in dangi*r 
of becoming a jU’oselyte to Sir Steadjy'’s opinion, 
when he recalled and compared every circumstance 
which he knew of Pickle’s imjiatience and im¬ 
petuosity. 

Indeed nothing more easily gains credit than an 
imputation of madness fixed upon any person what¬ 
soever; tor when the suspicion of the w’orld is 
roused, and its observation once s<*t at work, the 
wisest, the coolest man upon earth, will, hy some 
particulars in his behaviour, convict himself of the 
charge. livery singularity in his drc*ss and manner, 
(and such arc observable in every person,) that 
before ]mssed unhe(‘(U*d, now rises up in judgment 
jignlnM him, with all the exaggeration of the oh- 
M'rver’s fancy; and the sagacious examiner ])er- 
eeivcvS distraction in every glance of the eye, turn 
of the finger, and motirtn of the head. "VA^ien he 
speaks, there i?. a strangi* peculiarity in his argu¬ 
ment and <*xpression; when he holds his tongue, his 
imagination teems wdth some extravagant reverie; 
his sobriety of demeanour is no other than a lucid 
interval, and his piussion mere deliriuin. 

If })eo]>le of the most sedate and insipid life and 
conversation are subject to such crilieisms, no 
wonder that thi*y should talvc jilace upon a youth 
of Peregrine's fiery dis]) 0 .sitioiu which, on some 
occasions, would have actually justified any remarks 
of this kind, whicli his grealest enemies could make. 
Jle was accordingly represented as one of those 
enterprising bucks, who, after having spent their 
fortunes in ri<»t and excess, arc happily bereft of 
their understanding, and eonseijuently insensible of 
the want and disgrace w’hich they have entailed 
upon themselves. 

Cadwallader himself was so much affected with 
the report, that for some time he hesitated in his 
deliberations upon our hero, before he could prevail 
upon himself to communicate to him the informa¬ 
tion he had received, or to treat him in other 
respects as a man of sound intellects. At length, 
however, he ventured to make Pickle acquainted 
with the particulars he had leanicd, imparting them 


with such caution aiti circumlocution, as he thought 
necessary to prevent the young gentleman from 
transgressing all bounds of temper and modera¬ 
tion ;—hut, for once, he was agreeably deceived in 
his prognostic. Incensi'd as our hero was at the 
conduct of the minister, he could not help laughing 
at the ridiculous aspersion, which lie told his friend 
he would soon I'cfutc in a manner that should not 
he veiy agreeable to his calumniator; observing, 
that it was a common practice with the state pilot, 
thus to slander those ]>eoplo to whom ho lay under 
obligations which he had no mind to discharge. 
“True it is.” said IVrogrine, “he lias succeeded 
more than once in contrivances of this kind, having 
actually reduced divers people of weak heads to 
such extremity of despair, as hath issued in down¬ 
right distraction, whereby he w'as rid of their im- 
portuiiiti(‘S, and his judgment confirmed at the same 
time. Put I have now, thank Heaven, attained to 
such a pitch of philosophical resolution, asw’ill sup¬ 
port me against all his machinations; and I will 
forthwith exhibit the monster to the public, in his 
true lineaments of craft, perfidy, and ingratitude.” 

This indeed was the plan with which Mr. Pickle 
had amused himself during the researches of (^rab- 
trec; and by this time it so etleetually flattered liis 
imagination, that he lu^lievi'd he should he able to 
bring his adversary, in spite of all his pow'cr, to his 
own terms of submission, hy distinguishing himself 
in the list of those who, at that period, wrote against 
the administration. Nor was this sidieme so ex¬ 
travagant as it may seem to he, had not h(‘ ov(*r- 
lookeil one material circumstance, which Cadwal- 
lader himself did not recollect, when he approved 
of this project. 

"While he thus meditated vengeance, the fame of 
his disorder, in due course of circulation, reached 
the ears of that lady of (piality whose memoirs have 
already appeared in these adventures. The cor- 
respon<lence with which she bad honoured our 
hero had been long broke off, for the reason already 
advanced, namely, his dread of being exiiosed to 
her infatuating charms. lie had been candid 
enough to make her acquainted w'ith the cause of 
exiling himself from her presence; and she ad¬ 
mitted the prudence of self-rcstniint, although she 
would have been very well satisfied with the con¬ 
tinuance of his intimacy and conversation, which 
were not at all beneath the desire of anj lady in 
the kingdom.—Notwithstanding this interruption, 
slie still retained a fritmdship and regard for his 
character, and felt all the affliction of a humane 
heart, at the news of his misfortunes and deplorable 
distemper. JShe had seen him courted and culti¬ 
vated in the sunshine of his prosperity; hut she 
knew', from sad experience, how all those insect- 
followers shrink away in the winter of distress.— 
Her comjiassion represented him as a poor unhappy 
lunatic, destitute of all the necessaries of life, 
dragging about the ruins of human nature, and 
exhibiting the spectacle of blasted youth to the 
scorn and abhorrence of his fellow-creatures. 
Aching with these charitable considerations, she 
found means to learn in what part of the town he 
lodged; and laying aside all superfluous ceremony, 
went in a hackney chair to his door, which was 
opened by the ever-faithful Pipes. 

Her ladyship immediately recollected the features 
of his trusty follower, w'hom she could not help 
loving in her heart for Ids attachment and fidelity, 
which after she had applauded with a mott gracioos 
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commendation, she kindly inquired after the state 
of his master’s health, and asked if he was in a 
condition to be seen. 

Dun, hIio could not suppose that the visit of a 
fine hdy '^ould be unuecei»table to a youth of Pere¬ 
grine’s complexion, made no verbid n>ply to the 
question ; but beckoning her ladyship with an arch 
significance of feature, at whieh sh<* eould not 
forbear smiling, walked softly up stairs; and she, 
in obedience to the signal, I’ollowed her guide into 
the apartment of our hero, whom she found at a 
writing-table, in tlu* very aef of composing an 
eulogium ujmhi his good friend Sir St<*ady. The 
nature of Ids work had animated his eountenanee 
with an uncommon d('gre<* of \ivacit y; and being 
dressed in a neat dishabille, his figure eoidd not 
have appeared to nuu’e advantage in the eye of a 
p(*rson who di‘spis(*d the tinsel of unii(*cessary orua- 
ment. She was <‘xtr(*niely well ])h*ased to see her 
ex])eetations so agreeably disappointed ; for, instead 
of the S([iialid eircumstances and wretcdu‘d looks 
attending indigence and distraetion, every thing 
was deciMit and genteel; and llie jialient's asp(*et 
Mieh as betokened infernal satisfaction. Hearing 
the rustling of silk in his room, he lifted uj) his 
e;i(*s from the paper, and seeing her ladyship, was 
struck with astonishment and awe, as at the unex¬ 
pected apparition of some sujiernatural being. 

Ik'fore he could ri'eollect himself from his con¬ 
fusion, which called the hlood into his <'lieeks, she 
told him, that, on the strength of^dd acquaintances 
she was come to visit him, though it was a long lime 
since he had given her good reason to believe he had 
absolutely forgot that tliere was such a person as she 
in being. After having made the most warm ae- 
knowh‘dgments for this unlbreseen honour, he 
assured her ladjsliipthat the subject of her reproaeli 
was not his fault, but rather his very great misfor¬ 
tune ; and that, if it had been in his power to forget 
lier so easily as she seemed to imagim*, he should 
never have given her cause to tax Inin with waul 
of duty and resjieef. 

Still dubious of his situation, she began to con¬ 
verse with him on dillenuif subjeets; and he ac¬ 
quitted himself so Well in every particular, that she 
no longer doubte<l liis having Ix'cui misrepresented 
by the malice of Ins enemies, and ciinduily told him 
the eause and intent of ber eoming. lie was not 
defieient in expressions of gratitude IV>r tins histanec* 
of her generosity and friendshi]), whieh even drew 
tears from his eves. As to the imputation of mad¬ 
ness, he explained it so much to her laclvshi])’s 
satisfaction, that she cvid**nt]y pereeiv<‘d lie had 
hceii barbarously dealt witii, and that the charge 
w.is no other tban a most villanous aspiTsion. 

Kotw'itlisfaiiding all his endeavours to conceal 
the true state of Ids finances, it was impossible tor 
him to give this detail, without disclosing some of 
the difficulties under whieh he laboured; and her 
ladyship’s sagacity divining the rest, she not only 
made him a tender of assistance, but, presenting a 
bank-not(‘ for u considerable sum, insisted upon his 
acceptance of it as a tritling mark of her esteem, 
and a specimen of what she w'as inclined to do in 
his behalf. Hut this mark of her berievolenee he 
would by no means receive; assuring her, that, 
though bis affidrs were at present a little per{)lex'*d, 
he had never telt the least eircumstanee of distress, 
and begging that she would not subject him to the 
burden of such an unnecessary obligation. 

Being obliged to put up with this refusal, she pro¬ 


tested she would never forgive nim should she ever 
bear that he rejected her offer when he stood in 
need of her aid ; or if, in time to come, he should 
not apply to her friendship, if ever h(‘ should find 
himself incommoded in point of fortune. “ An 
over delicacy ni this re.spect,” said she, “ 1 shall 
look upon as a disapprobation of iny own conduct; 
b(‘eause 1 myself have been obliged to have recourse 
to my friends in such emergencies.” 

'riiese generous remonstrances and marks of jiar- 
tieular triendsbip could not fail to make a deep 
impression upon the heart of our hero, which still 
smarted from the former impulse of her charms; 
he not only' felt all those trans]>ort.s whicli a man of 
honour and sensibility may be sup]) 0 &ed to feel 
u]>on such an occasion, but the sentiments of a more 
tender passion awaking in his breast, he cmild not 
help expressing himself in terms luhqiled to the 
emotions of his soul; and, at length, ]>lainly told 
her, that, were In* di.vposed to be a lieggar, he w ould 
ask .something of infinitely more inquirtanee to his 
peace than the charitable assistance she had jirof- 
i'ered. 

Her ladyship had too much penetration to mis¬ 
take his meaning; but, as she did not choose to 
eneoiirag(‘ his advanc(>s, pretended to interjiret Ins 
intimation into a general eomplinient of gallantry, 
ami, in a jocose manner, dcsiied he would not give 
her any reason to hidieve his lucid inten'al w’as 
imst. “In faith, my lady,” said he, “ I perceive 
the fit eoming on; and I don’t see why I may not 
use tile jinvilege of my distenqier, so f.ir as to de¬ 
clare niyr^elf one of your inoit passionate admir(*r.s.” 
“ If you do,” replied her ladyslii]), “J shall not be 
fool enough to believe a madman, uidess I were 
assured that your disorder pioeeetled fioni ymur 
love; and that this was the case, 1 suppose you 
will find it diflieult to jirove.” “ Nay, madam,” 
cried th<* youth, “ I have in this drawer what will 
convince you of my having hetm mad on that .strain; 
and, since yon doubt my i»retension, you must, give 
me leave to jiroduee my testimonials.” saying, 
he opened a s<Tutoire, and taking out a paper, pre¬ 
sented her with the following song, whieli he had 
written in her ])raise, immediately after li(‘ was 
made acquainted with the particulars of Inn* story. 

■Wliile wiili loud r.qUiirt* him’ iini.iyc, 

On tliy tiansceiuU'nt chunni> I i;aze, 

Jly cautious soul o-ss.^s m \mn 
Ilor peace and In-edoin to maintain, 

Yet let lliat blooming torni divine, 

Wheie Riaee and iiaimony eomhino: 

Tliose eve.s, like genial orbs tliat move, 

Dispeiihing gladiiesK, joy, and, love • 

In all their pomp assail niy view, 

Intent my bosom to Kuhdne, 

My briast, by wary maxmiK Rteel’d, 

Not all tlioHe charnus shall foree to yield. 

Uul, when invok’d to Beauty's Hid, 

I see th’ enlij^hten’d soul display’d, 

That soul so sensibly sedate 
Amid the storms of frowaul fate I 
'I'hy genius active, Ktronpr, and clear, 

Thy wit Bubhmc, thouj^li not severe, 

The social ardour, void of art. 

That glows within thy candid heart; 

My sjnnfs, sense, and Htrength decay, 

Mt resolution dies away. 

And. every faculty oppress’d. 

Aiiui{;hty love iiuades my breast! 

IT(*r ladyship having perused this production, 
“ ’Were J inclined to be suspicions,” said she, “ I 
should believe that 1 had no share in producing this 
composition, which seems to have been inspired by 
a much more amiable object. However, 1 will take 
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vour word for your intention, and thank you for 
tlie unmerited compliment, thoi 4 ,di I have met vi itli 
it in siieli an accidental manner. Ncverthel<-s.s, J 
must he so free a.s to tell you, it is now hipli time 
Cor you to conlraet that unbounded spirit ol pallau- 
trv, wliieli you have iudulped so long, into a sin- 
eere attaeliment i'of the fair Emilia, who, by all 
aeeounts, deserves the whole of yonr attention and 
regard.” His nerves thrilled at mention of that 
name, which ht‘ never heard j)rououneed without 
asil.iliou. Hather than undergo the consequence 
of a conversation upon this subject, h(> chose to drop 
the theme of love altogether, and industriously 
introduced some other tojiic of discourse. 

ClIAPTEJt XCVII. 

iif Wildes aj^iin.st tlie Miiiistei, by who'ip he ih 

ancstpii, and moves hinisfiriiy vurpus into 1 lie F)pft 

i\ry lady having prolonged her stay beyond the 
peruxl of it eontf* .ai visit, and repeated lier protes¬ 
tations in the most frank and obliging manner, took 
her leave of our adventurer, ^vho jironiist'd to pay 
ins resjH'cts to her in a few days at her own house. 
J\leanwhile. lie resumed his task; and having liuished 
a most severe remonstraneo against Sir Steady, not 
only with regard to his ])nvat<‘ ingratitude, hut also 
to ills uKil-administration of puhlie affairs, be sent 
it to the author of a w’eekly paper, wlio had been 
long a jirofessed reformer in polities; and it ap- 
jK-ared in a very few days, with a note of the pub- 
iisher, desiring tlie favour of furlhereorrespondenee 
with tlie author. 

The aniinadvcTsions contained in this small essay 
w'ere so spirited and judicious, and a great many 
new lights thrown ui)on the suhjeel vitli sneh jier- 
spiemty, as attracted the notice of the pnhlie in an 
extraordinary manner, and heltH'd to raise the cha¬ 
racter of the pa]>er in which it was inserted. 'I'lie 
minister was not the last, whoe.xamined the jier- 
lornnuiee, which, in sjnte of all his boasted temjier, 
provoked him to such a degree, that hi* set his 
emissaries at work, and by dint of corni]»tion, pro¬ 
cured a sight of the maniwri))! in Peregrine’s own 
handwriting, which he immediately recognized; 
hut, for further confirm.ilioii <vf Ins o]muon, he 
compared it witli the t\,o letters whieli he hud 
received from our adventurer. Jlad he kn(»wn the 
young g<‘ntleman\s talents for declamation wen* so 
acute, perhaps lie would never liave giv(*Ti liim 
eaiiM* to complain, but empi()\ed him in the xin- 
dicatioii of Ids own measures; nay, he might still 
have treated him like some otlier authors w’hom he 
had lu'ought over from the oppi'silion, had not the 
koeiiuess of this first assault incensed luiu to a de¬ 
sire of revengi*. Ib*, therefoix*, no sooner imule 
this discovery, than he conveyed his din'ctions to 
Ids (h'pendent, the receiver-general, w'ho was ]) 0 s- 
sessed of I’iekle’s notes. Next day, while our 
autiior stood within a circle of Ids acquaintance, at 
a certain colfee-hou.*^<*, holding forth wilii great 
cloipieiice upon the disi'ases of tlie stale, he was 
aceosbxi hy a bailifl, wlio entering the room with 
five or six followers, told him aloud that he had a 
writ against him for twelve liundred pounds, at the 
suit of Mr. Ravage Oleaiium. 

The wliolo company were astonished at tlds ad¬ 
dress, which <ii<l not fail to discompose tlic defen 
dant himself, who, as it were instinctively, in the 
nddst of his confusion, saluted the officer across the 
head with his cane; in eonseijuence of which ap¬ 
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plication, ho was surrounded and disarmed in an 
instant by the gang, wlio carried him off to the 
next tavern in the most opprobrious manner. Nor 
did one of the sjicctators interpose in his behalf, or 
visit him in his confinement w'ith the least tender of 
advice or assistance; such is the zeal of a coffee¬ 
house friendship. 

Tills stroke was the more severe upon our licro, 
as it Avas altogether unexpected; for he hud utterly 
forgot the debt for which he was arrested. His 
jireseiit indignation was, however, chiefly kindled 
against the bailiff, who had done his office in such 
a disrespectful manner; and the first use he made 
of his rocoUeetion in the house to which they con¬ 
ducted him, was to chastise him for the insolence 
and indecency of his behaviour. Tliis task he per¬ 
formed witli his bare fists, every other w'eapon 
lieing previously conveyed out of his reach; and 
the delinquent underwent his discipline with sur¬ 
prising patience and resignation, asking jiardon 
witli great humility, and protesting before God, 
that he had never willingly and wittingly used any 
gentleman with ill manners, but had been eom- 
manded to arrest our adventurer according to the 
(‘xpress direction of the creditor, on pain of forfeit¬ 
ing his jihiee. 

Jfy this declaration P<*regrine was apjH'ased, and, 
out of a delirium of passion, waked to all the hor¬ 
rors of reflection. All the glory of his youth was 
now eclipsed, aR the blossoms of his hojie wore 
blasted, and ho saw himsolf doomed to the misenes 
of a jail, vithoiif the least prospect of enlargement, 
oxeeju in the issue of liis lawsuit, of which ho had, 
for some time past, grown less and less confident 
every day. What would become of the unfortunate, 
if the constitution of the mind did not permit them 
to bring <»ne passion into the field against another? 
jiabsions tliat operate in the human breast, like 
})oisoiis of a different nature, (*xtinguishing each 
other’s effect. Our hero’s grief reigned m full 
despotism, until it was dejiosedby revenge ; during 
ihi* juvdominancy of which, he considereil every 
tiling which laid happened as a circumstance con¬ 
ducive to its gratification. “ If I must lie prisoner 
for life,” said he to himself, “ if 1 must relimpiish 
all my gay expi‘etations, let me at least luive the 
satisfaction of clanking my chains seas to iiiterrujit 
the repose ot* rny adversary ; and let me seareli m 
my own breast for tliat peace and conlentment, 
which 1 have not beenahlo to find in all tlieseem*s 
of my siKTcs.s. In being detached from tlie world, 
1 shall be delivered from folly' and ingratitude, as 
well as exempted from an expense, whicli J should 
have found it very diffieult, if not impraetieahle, to 
support; I shall hu\e little or no temptation to nus- 
spend my lime, and more undisturhed opportunity 
to earn my subsistence, and pros<*cute my revenge. 
After all, a jail is the best tub to which a cynic 
philoso])lier can retire.” 

In consequence of these comfortable reflections 
he sent a letter to Mr. (Vabtree, with an account 
of his misfortune, signifying his resolution to move 
himself immediately into tlie Fleet, and desiring 
that he would send him .some understanding at¬ 
torney of his acquaintance, w'ho would direct him 
into the step.s necessary to he taken for that pur- 
j)()se. The inisanthrojie, upon the receipt of this 
intimation, w’ont in person to a lawyer, whom he 
accompanied to the Rjmnging-house whither the 
prison(*r had by this time retired. Peregrine was, 
under the auspices of his director, conducted to the 
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judges’ chamber, where he was left in the custody 
ofatipstatf; and, after having paid for a warrant 
of habeas corpus, by him conveyed to the Fleet, and 
delivered to the care of the warden. 

Here bo was introduced to the lodges in w^hich 
he was obliged to expose himself a full half hour 
to the eyes of all the turnkeys and door-k<‘epers, 
who took an accurate survey of his jierson, that 
they might know liim again at first sight; and 
then he was turned loose into the place called the 
muster’s side, having given a valuable consideration 
for that privilege. This is a large range of build¬ 
ing, containing some hun<lreds of lodging-rooms 
for the convenience of the prisoners, who pay so 
much per week for that accommodation. In short, 
this community is like a city detached from all com¬ 
munication with the neighbouring parts, regulated 
by its own laws, and furnished with peculiar coi?- 
veniences for the use of the inhuhitarits. There is 
a coffee-house for the resort of gentlemen, in which j 
all sorts of liquors are kept, and a public kitchen, 
where any quantity of meat is sold at a very rea¬ 
sonable rate, or any kind of provision boiled and 
roasted (jraiis, for the poor jirisoners. ^'ay, there 
are certain servants of the jiublie, who are obliged 
1o go to niarkiit, at the pleasure of individuals, 
w'ithout fee or reward from those who employ them. 
"Nor arc they coopi*d up, so as to be excluded from 
the benefit of fresli air, there Ixung an open area, 
of a considerable extent, adjacent to the building, 
ou whieli they may exercise thmnsclves in walking, 
skittles, l)Owls, and a variety of other diversions, ac¬ 
cording to the mchnution of each. 

Our adventurer being admitted a denizen of this 
community, found himself bewildered in the midst 
of strangers, who, by their appearance, did not at 
all prepossess him in their favour; and, after having 
strolled about the place with liis friend Cadwallad<jr, 
repaired to the coffee-house, in onler to be further 
iulorniLd of the i>eculiar customs which it was ne¬ 
cessary for him to know. 

There, while he endeavoured to pick up intelli¬ 
gence from the har-keeper, lie was accosted by a 
person in canonicals, who very civilly asked if ho 
was a new-eomer. lleiug answ’ert‘d in the affirma¬ 
tive, he gave him the salutation of w’elcoim* to the 
society, and, with givaf^lliosjiitality, undertook to 
initiate him in the constitutions of the brotherhood. 
'I'his humane clergyman gave him to understand, 
that his first care ought to he that of securing a 
lodging; telling 1dm there was a certain number 
of apartments m the prison Ut at the same price, 
though some were move commodious than others; 
and tliat when the better sort became vacant, by 
the removal of their jiossesMjrs, those who suc¬ 
ceeded in point of seniorit), had the ])rivilege of 
occupying the emiity tenements preferable to the 
rest of the inhabitants, howsoever respectable they 
might otherwise be. 'riiat, when the jail was very 
much crow’ded, there was hut one chamber allotted 
for two lodgers ; but this was not considered as any 
great hardshij) on tlie prisoners; because, in that 
case, there was always a sufficient number of males, 
who willingly admitted the females to a share in 
their apartments and beds. Not but tlie time had 
l>een, when this expedient would not answer the 
occa.sion; because, after a couple had been quar¬ 
tered in every room, there was u considerable resi¬ 
due still unprovided with lodging; so that, for the 
time being, the last comers were obliged to take up 
their habitation in Mount Scoundrel, an apartment 


most miserably furnished, m which they lay pro* 
miscuously, amidst filth and vermin, until thej 
could he better accommodated in due course of ro¬ 
tation. 

Peregrine, hearing the description of this place, 
began to be viry impatient about his night’s lodging; 
and the parson, perceiving his anxiety, conducted 
him, without loss of time, to the warden, who forth¬ 
with put him in possession of a paltry chamber, for 
which he agreed to pay half a crowu a week. Tliis 
jjoint being settled, his director gave him an ac¬ 
count of the different methods of eating, either 
singly, in a mess, or at an ordinary, and advised 
him to choose the last, as the most reputable, offer¬ 
ing to introduce him next day to the best eom])any 
in the Fleet, who always dined together in public. 

Pickle having thanked this gentleman for his 
civilities, and promised to be governed by his ad¬ 
vice, invited him to pass the evening at his apart¬ 
ment ; and, in the mean time, shut himself uj) with 
Crabtree, in order to deliberate upon the wreck of 
his affairs. Of all his amjde fortune nothing now 
remained but bis wardrobe, which was not very 
sumptuous, about thirty guineas in cash, and the 
garrison, whicli the misanthrope counselled him to 
convert into reaily money for his jiresent subsist¬ 
ence. This advice, hawev(‘r, he absolutely rejected, 
not only on account of his having already bestowed 
it upon llateliway during the term of his natural 
life, blit also with a view of retaining some memo¬ 
rial of the commodore’s generosity. He proposed, 
therefore, to finish in this retreat the translation 
which he hml undertaken, and earn his luture sub- 
.sistenee by labour of the same kind He desired 
C-adwallader to take charge of his moveables, and 
scMul to him such liium and clothes as he should 
have occasion for in his confinement. Put, among 
all his difficulties, nothing embarrassed him so much 
as his faithful I’ijies, whom he could no longer en¬ 
tertain in lus service. He knew Tom had made 
shift to ])ic*k up a competency in tlie course of his 
ministration ; but that reflection, though it in some 
measure alleviated, could not wholly jirevent the 
inortUieation hi* should sutt'er in parting with an 
affecliomite adherent, whoAvas hy this time* become 
as necessary to him as one of his own members, 
and w’ho was so accustomed to live under his com¬ 
mand and protection, that he did not believe the 
fellow could reconcile himself to any other way of 
life. 

(’rabtree, in order to make him easy on that 
score, offerfd to adopt him in the room of his own 
valet, whom he would dismiss; though he observi'd, 
that Pipes had been quite spoiled in our hero's 
service. But J’eregrine did not choose to lay his 
friend under that iiieonvenienee, knowing that his 
present lackey understood and complied with all 
the peculiarities of his humour, which Pipes would 
never be able to study or regard, he therefore 
determined to send him back to his shipmate 
Hatchway, with whom he had spent the fore part 
of his life. 

These points being adjusted, the two friends 
adjourned to the coffee-house, with a view of in¬ 
quiring into the character of the clergyman to 
whose beneficence our adventurer was so much 
indebted. They learned he was a person who had 
incurred the displeasure of the bishop in whose 
diocese he was settled, and, being unequal in power 
to his antagonist, had been driven to the Fleet, is 
consequence of his obstinate opposition; though be 
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still found means to enjoy a pretty considerable 
income, by certain irregular praeti(;es in tiu* way of 
his function, which income was chictly consunicd 
in acts of humanity to his fcllow-crcatures in 
distress. 

Ills euloginm was scarce iiui‘‘-he(l, when he 
entered the I'oom, according to appoinlmeut witii 
Peregrine, who ordering wine an<l soiuetiiing for 
Kiipjier to be carried to his ajmrtincnt, the trium¬ 
virate went thither; and Cladwallader taking Ins 
leave for tiie night, the tw^o fellow-prisoners passed 
the evening very sociably, our hero being enter¬ 
tained by his new eonipanioti witli a jirivate history 
of the plaee, some particulars of which were ex¬ 
tremely curious, lie told him, tliat tin* person 
who attended them at supper, bowing with the most 
abject servility, and worshipping tiiein every time 
he opened his mouth, with the ejnthets of i/our 
lurdslup and mur honour, had, a few years iKdbre, 
been actually a captain in the guards; wlio, after 
liaving run his cari-er in tlie great world, had 
tlireadcil every station in their community, from lliat 
(*f a !)iick of the first order, who swaggers about the 
Fleet in a laced eoat, with a footman and wdiore, to 
the degree of a tapster, m w'hicii he was now happily 
settled. “ If you will take the trouble of going 
into the cook’s kitchen,” said lie, “you will perceive 
a beau metamorphosed into a turiisiilt; and there 
nri* some liewers of wood and drsiwers of water in 
this microcosm, who have had forests and fiisli- 
ponds of their owm. Yet, notwithstanding such a 
miserable reverse of fortune,they are neitberobjects 
of regard or compassion, bccauM* their misCortiincs 
are the fruits of the most vicious extravagance, 
and they are absolutely ins<*nsible of the misery 
which is their lot. I’hose of our fellow-sufferers, 
who have been reduced by undeserved losses, or 
the precipitation of inexperienced yontli, never fail 
to meet with the most brotherly assistance, provided 
tliey b(diavewith decorum, and a due sense of their 
unliapjiy circumstances. Is or are w'e destitute of 
power to chastise the licentious, who refuse to 
eom])ly with the regulations of the ])laee,aTi(l disturb 
tlie peace of the community with riot and disonler. 
.Justice IS here impartially ailministered by a court 
of e(|Uit\, consisting of a seh-et number of the most 
lespcetable inhabitants, who punish all offenders 
with eijUiil judgment and resolution, after they have 
been fairly convicted of the crimes laid to their 
charge.” 

The clergyman having thus expLimed the 
economy of the plaee, as well as the cause of ins 
own coiiffiieir.ent, began to diseoviT signs of cu¬ 
riosity touching our hero's situation; and Vickie, 
thinking he could do no less for the satisfuetion of 
a man who liad trc*ated him in such an liosjiitable 
manner, favoured him with a detail of the eireum- 
stances which }n’odueecl his inijirisonmcnt; at tlie 
same time gratifying his resentment against the | 
minister, which delighted in rccajiitul.iting tlie in- 
juricK he had received. The parson, wlio luid been 
prepossessed in favour of our jouth at first sight, 
understanding what a considerable ])art lie hud 
acted on the stage of life, felt liLs veneration increase; 
and, pleased with the opportunity of iiitrodneing a 
stranger of his consequence to tlie club, left him to 
his rej)ose, or rather to ruminate on an event which 
he had not as yet seriously considered. 

I might here, in imitation of some celebrated 
■writers, funiish out a })age or two, with tlie reflec¬ 
tions he made upon the instability of huniari affairs, 


the treachery of the world, and the temerity of 
youth; and endeavour to decoy the reader into a 
sinil(‘, by .some quaint observation of my own, 
touching the sagacious moralizer. But, besides that 
I look n{)on this practice us an impel tiuent anti¬ 
cipation of the peruser’s thoughts, i have too much 
mutter of importance u])on my hands, to give the 
reader the least reason to believe that J am driven 
to such jialtry shifts, in order to eke out the volume. 
ISufHce it then to say, our adventurer passed u very 
uneasy night, not only from the thorny suggestions 
of Ills mind, but likewise from the anguish of his 
body, which suffered from the hardness of his 
coueli, as well as from the natural inhabitants 
thereof, that did not tamely suffer his intrusion. 

In the morning he was "waked by Pipes, who 
brought u[)()n his shoulder a portmanteau filled 
w’ith necessaries, according to the direction of ('ad- 
walladiT; and tossing it down upon the tloor. 
regal<*d himself with a quid, without the lea^t 
manifestation of concern. After some pause, “ Vt)u 
see. Pipes,”sai<lhis master,“to what I have bn»ught 
hiyseif.” “ Ky, ey,” answenal tin* valet, “ once tin- 
vessel is asliore, what signifies talking? Wo must 
bear u hand to tow her off, if sso can. If she won’t 
hndge for all the anchors and capstans aboard, 
after we have lightened her, by cutting u'vMiy her 
masts, and heaving our guns and cargo overboaid, 
why then, mayhap a brisk gale of wind, a tide, or 
current s<‘tting from shon*, may float her again 
in the blast of a whistle. Here is two hundred and 
ten guineas by the tale in this here canvas bag ; and 
u]>on this serap of papier--no, avast—that’s my 
discharge from the parish for Moll Trundle—ey, 
here it is—an order for tliirty ])ound8 u])on the 
wbat-d’yc-call-’em in the eity ; and two tickets for 
twenty‘fiv(* and eighteen, wdiich I lent, d’ye see, to 
S.nn Studding to buy a cargo of rum, wlien he 
hoisted the sign of the Oonmiodoro at St. C'athe- 
rnie's.” So saying, he sjii’ead his wholi* stock njioii 
the table, for the acce])tance of Peregrine ; w ho, 
being very iniieh atteeted w’ith this fresh instance 
)f his attaclniient, expressed liis satisfaetion at 
seeing he had bc«*ii such a good economist, and 
]>iiid ills w’ages up to that very day. He tlnuiki'd 
him tor Ins faithful services, and, (>bserving that he 
liimself w'as no longer in ^ Condition to inaintain a 
domestic, advised him to retire to the garnsou. 
where he would be kindly received b) Ins tnciid 
Hatcliway, to whom he would recommend linn in 
the strongest lenns. 

Pijics looked blank at this unexpected intimation 
towliieli he r<‘plu*d, that he wanted neither ])u\ ni»r 
proMsion, but only to be employed as a temier; 
and that he would not steer his course for the 
garrison, unless his master would first take Ins 
lumber aboard. Pickle, however, jiereinptonly 
lefused to toueb a farthing of the money, which he 
commanded liim to put up; and Pipes was 
mortified at his refusal, that twisting the notes 
together, he threw them into the fire without 
Iiesitation, crying, “ 1)—n the money!” The canvas 
bag, with its eontent.s would have sliaved the same 
fate, had not J’eregnnc started up. and snatching 
the paper from tiu- flames, ordered his valet to 
Ibrbeui*, on ]»ain of heing banished for ever from 
iii.s sight. lie told him, tliat, for the present, there 
wa., a necessity for his being dismissed, and he 
discharged him accordingly ; but if he would go 
j and live quietly with the lieutenant, he promiBecL, 

' on the first favourable turn of his fortune, to take 
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him again into his service. In the mean time he 
gave him to understand, that he neither wanted, 
iior would make any use of his money, which he 
insisted upon Ids pocketing iinnu'diately, on pain 
of f()rfeiting all title to his favour. 

Pij)C\s was very much chagrined at these injunc¬ 
tions, to which he made no reply ; but sweeping 
the money into his hag, stalked off in silence, wd ' 
SI look of grief and niortilu'ation, whicli his counte¬ 
nance had never exhibited before. Nor was the 
j’viid heart of Pickle unmoved u])on the oceasion; 
he could scarce siqipn^ss his sorrow in tlie jireseiice 
of Pipes, and, soon as lie was gone, it vented itself 
in tears. 

Having no great pleasure in conversing with his 
own thoughts, he dressed himself with all eoinenient 
dispateli, being attended by one of the occasional 
valets of tin* j)Iae(*, who had formerly been a rich 
mercer in the city; and this operation being per¬ 
formed, he went to breakfast at the coffee-house, 
w'liere he happened to meet with his Iriend the 
■clergyman, and several jiersons of genteel aiipear- 
ance, to whom the doetin* inirodueed him as a new 
messmate. Jly tliese gentlemen he was conducted 
to a place, where the\ si)ent tlie forenoon in play¬ 
ing at fives, aii exereisi* in which our hero took sin¬ 
gular delight; and about otie o’clock a court was 
held, tin* the trial of two delinquents, wlio had 
transgressed the laws of honesty an<l good order. 

The first who iqipeared at the bar was an attor¬ 
ney, accuseil of having jneked a gentleman's jiocket 
ol‘ Ins handkerchief. And the fa<*t being ])ro\ed 
by ineontestible evideuee, he n'ceived sentence. 
In consequeiiee of w hieh. he was imnn*diately car¬ 
ried to the public puini», and subjected to a severe 
cascade of cold w'ater. This cause lieing discussed, 
they jiroceeded to the trial of the otlnr offender, 
who was a lieutenant of a man-of-war, indicted for 
n not, w hieii he had commuted m eonqiaiiy u ith a 
female, not )<‘l taken, against the laws of the jilace, 
and the p' aee of his fellow'-jinsoners. 'The eul]»nt 
had h(‘en ver> obstreperous, and alisolutely refused 
to obey the summons, w’lth man) expressions of 
contempt and defiance against the authority of the 
I’oiirt; uifon wdiieli the constables wereordereil to 
bring him to the bar, ?v ct anufs; and he was 
accordingly brought before the judge, alter having 
made a most desj>ei ate resistance with a hangiT, hj 
w hich one of the otiieers was dangerously wounded. 
'J’iiis outrage was such an aggravation of his crime, 
tliat the court wouhl in.t venture to decide upon it, 
but remitted him to tlie sentence of the warden ; 
who, by virtue of his dictatorial iiower, onh-red the 
rioter to he loaded with irons, and confined in the 
strong room, which is a dismal dungeon, situated 
njion the side of the ditch, infested with toads and 
vermin, surcharged with noisome damps, and im- 
jiervlous to the least ray of light. 

flustiee being done uijon tiiese criminals, our 
adventurer and Ins eoinpany adjourned to the ordi¬ 
nary, which was kept at the coffee-house; and he 
found, upon iiKpuiy, that his messmates consisted 
of one officer, two underwriters, three projectors, 
au alchemist, an attorney, a jnirson, a brace of 
jioets, a baronet, and a knight of the hath. The 
dinner, though not sunqituoas, nor very elegantly 
served up, was nevertheless substantial, and jiretty 
■well dressed. The wine was tolerable, and all the 
guests as cheerful as if they had been utter strangers 
to calamity; so that our adventurer began to relish 
the company, and mix in the conversation, with 


that fijirightliness and ease -which -were peculiar to 
his disposition. The repast being ended, the reck¬ 
oning paid, and part of the gentlemen withdrawn 
to cards, or other avocations, those w'ho remained, 
among whom Peregrine made one, agreed to spend 
the afternoon in conversation over a bowl of ijuiich; 
and the liquor being produced, they passed the 
time very socially in various topics of discourst*, 
including many curious anecdotes relating to their 
own affairs. No man scrujded to own the nature 
of the <lebt for which lie wao eonffned, unless it 
happened to be some piddling affair; but, on the 
contrary, boasted of the importance of the sum, as 
a eirciunstanee that implied his having been a jier- 
soii of consequence in life; and lie who made the 
most remarkable escajics from bailiffs, vmis looked 
upon as a man of sujjcrior genius and address. 

Among other extraordinary adventures of this 
kind, none was more romantic than the last elojie- 
ment achieved by the officer; who told them he 
had been arresWd for a debt of two hundred pounds, 
at a time when he could not command as many 
pence, and conveyed to the bailiff’s hon.se, in w Inch 
he continued a whole fortnight, moving his lodg¬ 
ings higher and higher, from time to tune, in i>?o- 
jiortion to the decay of his credit; until, fiom tlie 
pai lour, he had made a regular ascent to the gairet. 
There, w'hile he ruminated on Ifus next steji, wim-h 
would have been to the Manslialsea, and saw tiie 
niglit come on, attended with hunger and cold, the 
wind began to blow, and the tiles of the house rat¬ 
tled with the storm. Jlis imaginalioii was iinme- 
dialel) struck \i ith the idea of c.scapiiig mijiercen ed, 
amidst the darkne.ss and noise of the temi»est, by 
creeiiing out of the window of his a[)artmenl, and 
making his way over tlie tops of the adjonnug 
honsi's. (flowmg with this prospect, he examined 
the jiassage, winch, to Ins intinite moititieation, he 
found grated with iron bars on the outside; but 
even tins diHieulty did not divert linn from bispur- 
]tose. ('onseiousof his own strength, he believeil 
iiimself al)le to make a hole through the roof, 
which seemed lobe slender anderazv ; and on (his 
{5uj)j)osltiou, lie barricadoed the door w ith the w liole 
furniture of the room ; then setting InmseH to work 
w ith a jioker, he in a few minutes effeeti d a jiassage 
for Ins hand, with which he gradually strijq»ed off' 
the hoards and tiling, so as to open a sallyport for 
his w hole body, through winch he fairlv set himself 
free, groiung Ins way towards the next tenement. 
lU're, however, he nu't v>ilh an unluekv aeeuhiil 
Ills hat being blown off his head, ehaneed to tail 
into the eiuirt just as one of the bailiff's toliowers 
was knocking at tlie door; and this myrmidon ii-- 
ei'giiizing it, nnmeduiti'ly gave the alarm to his 
chief, who, running up stairs to the garret, forced 
open llie door in a twinkling, notwithstanding the 
jireeautions which tin* jinsoner had taken, and, 
witli his attendant, pursued the fugitive througii 
his own track. After this chase had eontiiiued 
some time,” .said the officer, “to the imminent dan¬ 
ger ol' all three, I found my jirogress suddenly 
stopjjcd by a skylight, through which 1 perceived 
seven tailors sitting at work upon a board. With¬ 
out the least hesitation, or previous notice, I plunged 
among them with my backside foremost. Jlelore 
they could recollect themselves from the conster¬ 
nation occasioned by such a strange visit, 1 told 
them my situation, and gave them to understand 
that there was no time to he lost. One of the 
number taking the hint, led me instantly down 
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stairs, and dismissed me at the street door; while 
the bailiff and his follower, arriving at the bread*, 
w'ere deterred from entering by the brethren of my 
deliverer, who, jjresenting their shears, like a range 
ot' rkcrati.r <le J'rizf, eonnnanded tliem to retire, on 
pain of iniinediate death. And thecutehj)oIe, rather 
than risk liis eurease,consented todiseharge the debt, 
comforting biniself with the hope of making me 
prisoner again. There, however, he was disaj)- 
pointed. I kept snug, and laughed at his escaj^e 
warrant, until 1 was ordered abroad witii the regi¬ 
ment, when T eonvejed myself in a hearse to 
(rravesend, w'here I embarked for Flanders; but, 
b<*ing obliged to eoine over again on the recruiting 
service, I was nabbed on anoUier score. And ail 
the satisfaction my first eaptor has been abK* to 
<d)t.iin, is u writ of detainer, \vbi<-h, 1 believe, will 
fiK me in this piaee, until the parliament, in its 
givat goodiK'ss, shall think proper to discharge niy 
(iebts by a new' act of insolvency.” 

]*>ei 7 body owned, that the captain’s success 
was eijual to llie hardiness of his enterprise, which 
was altogether in tiie style of a soldier; but one of 
the merchants oliserved, tha- he must have been a 
Inulin of small experienee, who would trust a pri¬ 
soner of tiiat eonsequence in such an unguarded 
place. “ If tin* eajttain,” said he, “had fallen into 
the hands of such a cunning rascal as the fellow 
that arrested im*, he would not have found it such 
an easy matter to escape; for the manner in whieh 
I was eauglit is p<*rhaps the most extraordinary that 
ever was practised in these realms. You must kimw, 
gentlemen, I suHereil such losses by insuring ves- 
s(‘ls during the war, that 1 was obliged to stop 
payment, though my ex)>eetation8 were such as cn- 
coaraged me to manage one branch of business, 
w'itimut coining to an immediate composition with 
m\ creditors. In short, I received coiiKignments 
from abioad as iisnal: and, that 1 might not be 
subject to tin* visits ( f tiiose eatehpoles, I never 
stirn'il aliroad, but. fnrniug my first floor into a 
wareimuse, ordered ail my goods to be hoisted up 
b\ a crane fixed to (he upper story of my house. 
Oners were tiie stratagems practised by those in¬ 
genious ferrets, with a view of decoying me from 
tlie walls of my fortification. 1 received innunie- 
Pttble messages from ]H‘ople, who wanted to see me 
at certain tuMTus, upon jmrtieular business. 1 was 
summoned into the country, to see my own mother, 
w lio was said to be at the jioint of deatli. A geiitle- 
woman, one night, was taken in labour on my’ 
tlireshoid. At another time I was disturbed with 
the cry of murder in the street ; and once 1 was 
alarmed by a false fire. Hut, being still upon my 
guard, I baffled all their attenipts, and tlionglit my- 
S(*if (juite secure from their invention, when om* of 
those blooil-boHiNls, inspired, I believe, by the devil 
himself, contrived a snare by which I was at last 
entrapped, lie made it bis business to inquire into 
tlie particulars of my’ trafiic; and understanding 
that, among other things, there v'cre several eliests 
of Florence entered at the custom bouse on my 
behalf, he ordered himself to be enclosed in a box 
of the same dimensions, with air holes in the bottom, 
for the benefit of breathing, and No. HI. marked 
uiion the cover; and being conveyed to my door 
in a cart, among other goods, was, in his turn, 
hoisted up to my wareliouse, w'here I stood with a 
hammer, in order to open the chests, that I might 
compare the contents with the invoice. You may 
guess my surprise and consternation, when, upon 


uncovering the box, I saw a bailiff rearing up his 
head, like Lazarus from the grave, and heard him 
declare that he had a writ against me for a thou¬ 
sand pounds. Indeed, I aimed the hammer at his 
head, but, in the hurry of my eonfnsion, missed my 
mark ; before I could repeat tlie blow, he started 
up with great agility, and executed his ofliec in 
sight of several evidences whom he had assembh'd 
in the street for that jmrpose ; so that J could not 
possibly disentangle myself from tlie toil without 
meurring an <‘sea}»e-warrant, from which I had no 
protei’tion. Hut, iiad 1 known the <‘oiitents of the 
eli(*st, by all that’s good 1 I would have ordered my 
porter to raise it up as high as tin* crane would 
permit, and then have cut the rope by accident.” 

“'J'hat expeilient,” said the knight with tiie red 
ribbon, “would iiave discouraged him from such 
hazardous attempts for the future, and would have 
h<*en an example m tenorem of all his brethren. 
The story puts me in mind of a deliverance 
achieved by Tom Huckabout, a very stout honest 
fellow, an old acquaintance of mine, who had been 
so famous for maiming bailiffs, that another gmi- 
tlemnn having been iU used ft a spnnging-house, 
no sooner obtained his liberty’, than, with a view of 
being revenged upon the landlord, he, for five 
shillings, btmght one of Tom's notes, which sold at 
a very large discount, and, taking out a writ upon 
it, put it into the hands of the bailiff', who bad used 
him ill. 'rile eatchpole, after a diligent scarcli, had 
an opportunity of executing the writ upon the 
defendant, who, without ceremony, broke one of 
his arms, fractured liis skuU, and belaboured him 
in Mieb a manner, that be lay without sense or 
motion on the sjiot. Hy such exploits, tins hero 
became so formidable, tliat no single baihfV would 
undertake to arrest him , so that he ap])eared in all 
public places untouched. At length, houever, 
several officers of the Marshalsea court entered into 
a confederaey agains’t him; and two of the num¬ 
ber, attended by three desperate followers, \etitured 
to arrest him one day in the Strand, near Hunger- 
ford market. He found it impossible to make 
resistance, because the whole gang sprung ujam 
him at once, like so many tigers, and junioued Ins 
arms so fast, that he could not wag a finger. ]‘er- 
eeiving himself fairly overjiowered, he ilesired to 
be conducted forthwith to jail, and was stowed iii 
a boat aceordingly ; by the time they had reaidicd 
the middle of the river, he found means to overset 
the wherry by accident, and e\i‘rv man disregard¬ 
ing the prisoner, consulted his own safety. As for 
Ilackabont, to wliom that eliunent wa^ quite fami¬ 
liar, he niount<‘d astride upon the keel of the boat, 
which was iippermosl, and exbortet! the bailiff’s to 
swim for their lives; protesting before (jod, that 
they had no otlier ebanee to be sawd. 

“ The wat<*rmen w ere imine<liateiy taken up by 
some of (heir own friends, wlu). far from yielding 
any' U'.sistanee to the eatelqioles, kept aloof, and 
exulted in tludr eahunity. In sho»’t, two of tlie five 
went to (he bottom, and ne\<‘r saw the light of 
(lod's sun, and the other three, w ith great difficulty, 
saved themselves by laying hold on the rudder of 
a dung barges to wiiieh they were carried by the 
stream, while'I'om, with great deliberation, swam 
across to the Surry shore. After this aehicvemtmt, 
he was so much dreaded hy the whole fraternity, 
that they shivered at the very mention of his 
name; and tins character, whieh some people 
would think an advantage to a man in debt, was 
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the ^reaU*st misfortune tliat could possibly happen 
to him; because no tradesman -would give liim 
credit for the least trifle, on the supposition that he 
could not indemnify himself in the common course 
of law. 

The parson did not approve of Mr. Hackahout's 
method of escaping, which he eonsidered as a very 
unchris iun attempt upon the lives of his fellow- 
subjects:—“ It is enough,” said he, “ that we elude 
the laws of onr country, without murdering the 
oflicers <»f justice. P«»r my own ])art, 1 can lay 
my hand upon luy heart, and safely say, that I 
forgive fnim my soul the fellow hy whom 1 Avas 
made a prisoner, although the eireumstauces of his 
behaviour were treacherous, wicked, and profane. 
You must know, Mr. Tickle, 1 was one day called 
into my cluipel, in order to join a couple in the 
holy band.s of matrimony; and my aflairs being 
at that time so situated, as to lay me under a]>pre- 
hensions of an arrest, 1 cautiously surveyed the 
man through a lattice which w'as made 1‘or that 
purpose, before 1 would venture to come witlnn 
his reach, lie was clothed in a seaman’s jacket 
and trowsers, and had such an air of simplicity in 
his countenance, as <livested me of all suspicion. I 
therefore, w itliout further scruple, trusted myself in 
his presence, began to exercise the duty of my 
function, and had actually performed one half of 
the ceremony, when the supposed woman, pull¬ 
ing out u jiaperfrom her bosom, excluime<l, with a 
niuseuline voice, * Sir, you are my ]»r'>soner ; 1 have 
got a writ against you for five hun<lr(‘d pounds/ 
I was thunderstruck at this declaration, not so 
much on account of iny own misfortune, which, 
thank heaven, T can bear with patience and resig¬ 
nation, as at the impiety of the wretch, first, in 
disguising such a worldly aim nnder the cloak of 
religion j and, secondly, in prostituting the service, 
w hen there was no oeeas’on lor so doing, hi.s design 
having previously taken effect. Yet 1 forgive liiin, 
poor soul! because he knew not what he did; and 
I hope you, Sir Sipph', will exert th(* same Chris¬ 
tian virtue towards the man by whom you was 
likewi.se oA'erreached.” 

“ Oh! d—n the rascal,” crii-d the knight; “ were 
1 his judge, he should be condemned to flames 
everlasting. A villain! to disgrace me in such a 
manner, before almost all the fashionable eomjiany 
in town.” ()ur hero exjircs.sing a curiosity to know 
the particulars of this adventure, tlie knight grati¬ 
fied his desire, by telling him, that one cv<‘ning, while 
he was engaged in a party of cards, at a drum in the 
house of a certain lady of quality, he was given to 
understand by one of the servants, that a stranger, 
very richly dressed, was just arriv{»d in a chair, 
preceded by five footmen with flambeaux, and that 
iic refused to come uj) stairs, until he should he 
introduced by Sir Sipple. “ Upon this notice,” 
continued the knight. “ I judged it w’as some of my 
quality friends; and having obtained her lady.shijfs 
permission to bring him up, went down to the hall, 
and perceived a person, whom, to the best of iny 
recollection, 1 had never seen before. However, 
his appearance was so magnificent, that I could not 
harbour the least suspicion of his true quality ; and, 
seeing me advance, he saluted nie with a very 
genteel bow, observing, that though he had not the 
honour of my acquaintance, he could not dispense 
with waiting upon me, even on that occiusion, in 
consequence of a letter which he liad received from 
a particular friend. So saying, he put a paper into 


my hand, intimating, that he had got a writ against 
me for ten thousand pounds, and that it would be 
my interest to submit without resistance, for he 
was provided with a guard of twenty men, w'ho 
surrounded the door in different disgui.ses, deter¬ 
mined to secure me against all opposition. Enraged 
at the seoundrers finesse, and ti'usting to the assist- 
anc(* of the real footmen assembled in the hall, 
“ So, }()u are a rascally bailifl',” said I, wdio have 
assumed the garb of a gentleman, in order to dis¬ 
turb her ladyship's company. Take this fellow, 
iny lads, and roll him in the kennel. Here are ten 
guineas for yoiir trouble.” I'hese Avords were no 
sooner pronounced, than I Avas seized, lifted up, 
placeil in a chair, and carried off in tlie tAvinkling 
of an eye; not hut that the servants of the house, 
and some ntlier footmen, made a motion towards 
my rescue, and alarmed all the com])any above. 
Hut the bailiff' affirming with undaunted ofTrontery, 
that 1 was taken uj) iqion an affair of state, and so 
many jieople ap]K*aring in his behalf, the countess 
would not suffer the supjiosed messenger to he in¬ 
sulted ; and he carried me to the county jail with¬ 
out further let or molestation. 

('iiAPTKii xcvm. 

Pickle Rcems lolci.itily well rct'diiciicd lo his ami is hy 

the CkTRymun cntcrialucd witli I lie Mtuioirs of a noted 
PcrsoiMtlc, whom lie secs by actidi.nt in tiie Fleet 

'L'kk knight hadscaive finished his narrative, when 
our liero w'as told, that a gentleman in the coffee 
room wanted to see him; and when he vent thither, 
lie found lus friend (.'rahtree, who liad tranBacl<*(l 
all his attairs, uecording to the determination of the 
preceding day; aixl noAV gave him an account of 
the remarks he had overlieard, on tlie subject of 
his misfortune;—for the manner of the aiT(*st was 
so public and extraordinary, that those who vere 
present immediately jiropagated it among their ac¬ 
quaintance, and It A^as thatbimie evening discoursed 
upon at several tea and card tables, with this varia¬ 
tion from the truth, that the debt amounted to 
tvielve thousand, instead of tA^'elve hundreil pounds. 
Erom which cireuiiustanee it A\as eonjeetuivd, that 
IVregrine was a bite from the beginning, Avho had 
found oreilit on account of his efVrontcTy and ap-- 
])earanee, and imposed himself upon the town as a 
young g<*ntlenian of fortune. '^Pliey rejoiced, there¬ 
fore, at Ills ealamlty, A^hich tliey considered as a 
just punisliment for his fraud and presuuqition, and 
began to rcA'iew eertuin jiartieulars of his conduct, 
that ])laiiil} demonstrated liirn to he a rank adven¬ 
turer, long before he had arrived at this end of liis 
can*er. 

Tickle, who now believed his ghiry was set for 
ever, received this intelligence Avitli that disdain 
which enables a man to detach himsell’ elfectually 
from the w’orld, and, Avitli great tranquillity, gave 
the mi.santhrope an entertaining detail of Avhat he 
ha<l seen and iieard since their last parting. While 
they amused theinseives in this manner over a dish 
of coffee, they were joined by the parson, who con¬ 
gratulated our liero iijiori his bearing inischaiK'e 
with such pliilosophic cpiiet, and began to reeale 
tlie two friends with some euriuus circunistaiiees 
relating to the private liistory o1 the .several pri¬ 
soners, as they luippened to come in. 

At length a gentleman entered; at sight of wliom 
the clergy man rose up, and saluted him with a most 
reverential bow, wliich was graciously returned by 
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the straiipor, who, with a yonnp; man tliat att(*n(l(‘<l 
him, retired to the otiier end of the room. They 
Mere no sooner out of hearinf^, than the eommimi- 
cative priest desired his com]>any to take partieuiar 
notice of this person to whom he had paid his re¬ 
spects. ‘‘That man,” said he “is this day one of 
the most flagrant instanees of neglected virtue 
M'liich the world cau produce. Over and above a 
cool discerning head, fraught with uneoinmon learn¬ 
ing and experience, he is possesse I of such fortitude 
and resolution, as no difliciilties can discourage, and 
no danger impair; and so indefatigable in bis hu¬ 
manity, that even now, while he is surrounded with 
such embarrassments as would distraet the brain of 
an ordinary mortal, lie has added considerabl) to 
Ills encumbrances, by taking under bis protection 
that young gentleman, who, induced by ins cha¬ 
racter, appealed to his hciitwolenee for redress of 
the grievances under wliieh he labours from the 
villany of his guardian.” 

Peregrine’s curiosity being excited by this eneo- 
niiuin, he asked the name of tliis generous patron, of 
Mliieh when he was informed, “1 am no stranger,” 
said he, “ to the fame of tliat gentleman, "who lias 
made a considerable noise in the world, on account 
of tliat great cause be undertook in defence of an 
unhappy orphan; and, since he is a person of such 
an amiable disposition, 1 am iieartily sorry to find 
that his endeavours have not met with that success¬ 
ful issue which their good flirtune in the b(‘ginning 
seemed to promisi*. Indeed the cireuinstanee of 
his es]>ousing tliat cause was so uncommon and ro¬ 
mantic, and the depravity of the human lieart so 
universal, that some pe<'pl(‘, unactpiainted with his 
real character, imagined his views were altogether 
selfish ; and some were not w’anting, who ahirined 
h<* was a mere adventurer. Nevertheless, I must 
do him the justici* to own, I have heard some of the 
most vinilent of tliose wlio w’ere concerned on the 
other side of the ijuestion, hear t<‘stiinon} in his 
favour, observing, that li(‘ was deceived into the 
expense of the whole, by the plausible storj whieh 
at first engaged his compassion. Your deserijdion 
of his eharaeter confirms me in the same opinion, 
though 1 am (pule ignorant of the affair; tlie par¬ 
ticulars of whieh 1 should he gla<l to learn, as well 
as a genuine account ot* his ow ii life, many cireum- 
stanees of wlueh are by his enemies, I believ 
egregiously misrejiresented.” 

“Sir,” answered the priest, “that is a piece of 
satisfaction which I am glad to find mjself ea])ahle 
r)f giving you. 1 have had the jileasure of* being 

acquainted -w'itb l\Ir. M-fi\)m his }outh, and 

every thing which I shall relate concerning him, 
you may depend nfion as a fact w hieh hath fallen 
under mv owm c.ognizanco, or been vouched upon 
the credit of undoubted evidence. 

Mr. M-’s father was a minister of the esta¬ 

blished (.hurch of Scotland, descended from a very 
anei<'nt clan, and his mother nearly related to a 
noble family in the northern part of that kingdom. 
While the son was boarded at a ]>ublic school, 
where he made good progress in the l^atin tongu(‘, 
his father died, and he was left an {>rphan to the 
care of an uncle, who, finding him deternnne<l 
against any ser\ ile employment, ke]»t him at school, 
that he might prepare himself for the university, 
with a view of being qualified for his father’s pro¬ 
fession. 

Here his imagination was so heated by the war- 
Uke achievements he found recorded in the Latin 
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authors, such as Ca'sar, Curtius, and Buchanan, that 
he was seized with an irresistible thirst of military 
glory, and desire of trjing his fortune in the arm^. 
11 is majesty’s troops taking the field, in consequence 
of tlie rehellion wliich ha])pened in the year seven¬ 
teen hundred and fifteen, this joung adventurer, 
thinking no life- equal to that of a soldier, found 
means to furnish liiinself with a fusil and bayonet, 
and, leaving the scliool, repaired to the camp near 
Stirling, with a view of signalizing himself in the 
field, though he w’as at that time but just turned ot 
thirteen, lie oftered his service to several ollicers, 
in hope of being enlisted in their companies, but 
they would not receive him, because they riglilly 
concluded, that he was some sehool-boy broke loose, 
without llie knowledge or consent of his relations. 
Is’otwithstanding this discouragement, he continued 
in camp, curiously prviiig into every pan of the 
service ; and sueli was the resolution conspicuous 
in him, even at such a tender age, that, after his 
small finances were exhausted, he ])ersisted in his 
design ; and, hecau.se he would not make his wants 
known, actually subsi.sted for several da)S on hips, 
haws, and sl()es, and other sjKmtaneous fruits, 
whudi he gathered in the woods and fields. "Mean- 
wlule, he never failed to be jiresent, when any re¬ 
giment or corps of men were drawn out to be 
exercised and n'viewed, and aceompanied them in 
all their evolutions, whudi he had learned to great 
perfection, by observing the companies which were 
quartered in the place where he was at school. 
This (‘agm’ness and perseverance attracted the 
notice of many otheers, who, after having com¬ 
mended Ins spirit and zeal, pre.ssed him to return to 
his })aren!s, and even threatened to expel him from 
the camp, if he w’ould not comply with their atlviee. 
These remonstrances having no other effect than 
that of warning him to avoid his monitors, the) 
thought proper to alter their behaviourtowards Idm, 
took him into their protection, and even into their 
mess, and what, above all other marks of favour, 
jdeasecl the young soldier most, permitted him to 
incorporate in the battalion, and take his turn of 
<lnty with the other men. Jn thi.s hajipy situation 
h<‘ was diseoNcred by a relation of his mother, who 
was a captain in the army, and wlio used all his 

authority and intlueneo in persuading ]SI-to 

r{‘turn to school; hut finding him deaf to his ad¬ 
monitions and tlireats, he took him under his own 
care, and, when the army marched fo Ihimhlane, 
U'ft him at Stirling, with express injunctions to 
keep himself within the walls. 

ile temporized w It h his kinsman, fearing that, 
shouhl he seem refractory, the captain would have 
ordered him to be sluit up in the castle. Inflamed 
w ith the desire of seeing a battle, his relation no 
sooner niarelied olf the ground, than he mixed in 
with anotlier regiment, to which his former patrons 
belonged, and proceeded to the field, where he dis¬ 
tinguished himself, even at that early time of life, 
b) his gallantry, in helping to retrieve a pair of 

colours belonging to M-n’s regiment; so that, 

after the affair, be was presented to the Duke of 
Argyll, and recommended strongly to Bri 
Granl, who invited him into bis regiment, ana pro¬ 
mised to jirovide tor him w ith the first opportunity. 
Hut that gentleman in a little time lost his command 
iqion the duke's disgrace, and the regiment was 
ordered for Ireland, being given to Colonel Massan, 
whose favour tlu‘young volunteer acquired to such 
a degree, that he was recommended to the king for 
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an erisigiicy, which in all probabilny he would 
have obtained, had not the regiment been unluckily 

reduced. 

In cons(*qnenco of this reduction, wliich happened 
in the most severe season of tlie year, he was obliged 
to return to Ids own country, through infinite hard¬ 
ships, to w'hieh he was exjiosed from the narrow¬ 
ness of his cireumstances. And (‘ontinuing still 
enamoured of a military life, he entered into the 
regiment of Scotch (iro^s, at that time commanded 
by the late Sir James ('umi>bell, who being ae- 
(piainted with his family and character, encouraged 
him with a jiromise of speedy preferment. In this 
corps he remained three years, during which he 
had no opjiortunity of seeing actual service, except 
at the afiair of (ilensheel; and this life of insipid 
quiet must have liung heavy upona umtli of M— ’s 
aefivc disposition, liad not he found exercise for 
the mind, in reading hooks of amusc-meiit, history, 
voyag<*s, and goograjihy, together w ith those that 
treated of the art of war, ancient and modern, for 
which he contracted such an eager app<‘tite, that 
h«* used to spend sixteen houi>. a day in this eie- 
ploymenf. About that time he hecanu* acipiainted 
with a gentleman of learning and taste, who ob¬ 
serving his indefatigable application, and insatiable 
thirst after knowledge, took upon himself the 
charge of superintending his studu*s; and, by the 
direction of such an aide guide, the young soldier 
converted his attention to a more solid and [irofit- 
ablc couiw of reading. So inordinate was his 
desire of making speedy advances in the paths of 
learning, that, within the compass of tijree montlus, 
lie diligently ]>erused liie writings of Jiocke and 
Alalebranche, and made himself master of the first 
six, and of the eleventh ami twelfth hooks of Eu¬ 
clid’s Elements. He considered Jhdlendorf and 
(iTotius w'ith uncommon care, aeijuired a tolerable 
degree of knowledge in the French language, and 
his imagination was so capti\aled witli the desire 
of learning, that, seeing no prosjiect of a war, or 
views of being provided for in tin* service, he 
quitted the arm\, and w’ent through a regular course 
of university education. Having made such pro¬ 
gress in his Studies,lie resolved to qualil} himself 
i’or the church, and aeipiired such a slock of school 
divinity, nnder the instructions of a learned |)ro- 
fes.sor at Edinliurgli, that he more than once 
mounted the rostrum in the public bail, and lield 
forth witli uneommon ajiplause. Hut being discou¬ 
raged from a prosecution of Ids ])laii, h\ tlie imrea- 
sonable austerity of some of the Scotch eleigv, bv 
whom the most indillereni and innocent woids and 
actions were often misconstrued into lev it > and 
misconduct, he resolved to embrace the first favour¬ 
able opportunity of going abroad, being iiifiam(<l 
with the desire of seeing foreign countries; and 
actually set out for JJolland, where, for tin* space 
of two years, he studied the Uonum law, with the 
law of Nature and Nations, under the famou^ pro¬ 
fessors T'olieu and Tiarbeyrac. 

Having thus finished his school education, he set 
out for I’ari.s, with a view to make himself perfect 
in tlie French language, and learn such useful ex¬ 
ercises, as might be acquired with the wretelied 
remnant of his slender estate, which was bv that 
time reduced very low. Jn his journey through 
the Netlurland.s, he went to Namur, and paid his 
resjieets le Ifishop Strickland and General Collier, 
by whom he was received with great civility, in 
consequence of letters of I’ceommendution, w ilh 


which ht! was ^rovidi-d fvom the Hague; and the 
old general assured him of liis protection and in¬ 
terest for a pair of colours, if he was disposed to 
enter into the Jhiteh service. 

Though he was by that time pretty well cured 
of his military (Quixotism, he w'ould not totally de¬ 
cline the generous piofim*, for which he thanked him 
in tli<‘ most grattd’ul terms, telling the general that 
lie would jiay his duty to him ou his return from 
France, and tlien, if he could deterinine upon re 
engaging in (lie army, should think himself highly 
honoured in being under his command. 

After a stay of twomontlis in Flanders, he pro- 
eeed<‘d lo i’aris, and, far from taking up his habita¬ 
tion in the suburbs of 8t. Germain, according to the 
custom of English travellers, he hired a ]>nvato 
lodging oil the other side of the river, and associ¬ 
ated {‘iiietly with French officers, who, tlieir }outb- 
ful sallies being over, are allow'e<i to be the 
])o]itesl gentlemen of that kingdom. In this scheme 
he found his account so much, that he could not but 
wonder at the folly of his eoiintr}men, who lose 
the main scojie of their going abroad, bv sja-nding 
their time and fortune idly with one another. 

During his resitlenee m Holland, he had made 
himself aeiiuainted with the best authors in llie 
French language, so that he was able to shau* in 
their eonvcr.sati()n ; a eircumstnnee from which he 
found greaf benefit ; for it not only improved him 
in his knowledge of that tongue, hut also tended to 
the enlaigemeiit of his aefjuaintaneo, in the course 
of which be eontraeted iiitiinaeies in some families 
of good fashion, espeeiail^l those of tin* long robe, 
whieli would have enabled him to pass his time 
^er\ agre(‘abl\, had he been a little easier in jioint 
of iortune. Iliil Ins finance.s, notwithstanding tin 
most t igid ec'iuomv, being in a few’ montlis reduced 
to a ViU'v lovi (i)b, tlie jiro.sjiect ol‘indigence ihtew 
a daniji upon all bis iileasures, though lie reviT 
snlVercd lunisell' to lie thereb} in any degree di- 
sjiirited ; being in that respect of so happ} a dispo¬ 
sition, that eon.seious jiovert} or almndanee madi* 
verv slight impressions, upon his mind. 

'iFis consumption of his cash, however, involved 
him in some jierplcMtv ; and be deliheraled with 
himself, wludher lii‘ sliouid return lo General (’ol- 
lu-r, or rejnur to Eoiidon, where he might possibly 
fall into .vonie business not unbecoming a gentle¬ 
man ; tliough he was very much mortified to find 
hiinsellTneapable of gratilying an inonliiiatedesire 
which possessed him of making the grand tour, or, 
at least, of visiting the southern purls of France. 

While he tlius hesitated between different .‘•ug- 
gestions, he was one moniiug visited by a g('ntie- 
man who had sought and cultivated his friendshij), 
and for whom he had done a good ofliee, in snp- 
jiorting him wdth sjnrit against a brutal Germ.in, 
with whom Im hud an affair of honour. 'Dds 
gentleman came to pro])o.se a jiarty for a fortnight, 
to Kontainhleau, where the court then was; and 

the proposal b<*ing declined by M-w'ith more 

than usual stift’ness, his friend was very urgent to 
know the reason of his refusal, and at length, w’itli 
some confusion, said, “Ferhapsyour finances are 

low.” M-rejilied, that he had wherewithal to 

defrav tlu' expense of his journc} to Londou, when* 
lie could be funnshc*d with a fresh siqiply ; and this 
answer was no sooner made, than the other taking 
him by the hand, “ ISIv dear Iriend,” said he, “ 1 am 
not unac<piainted w ith your affairs, and would have 
offered v cm my credit long ago, if J had thought it 
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would bi* accoptablo; oven now, I do not nretcnd 
to give you money, but dc*.sire and in’sl.st upon it, that 
you will accept ot’llie loan of tliese two pieces of 
])aper, to be repaid when you marry a woman with 
a fortune of twenty thousand pounds, or obtain an 
employment of a thousand a-year.” vSo saying, iie 
presented him with‘two action.s of above two 
thousand livres each. 

M-was astonished at this unexpected in- 

.stance of generosity in a stranger, and vidi suitable 
acknowledgment, peremjdorily refused to incur 
such an oldigation ; but at length he was, by dint 
of importunity and warm expostulation, jm-vailed 
upon to aceepf one of the aetums, on condition that 
the gentleman w’ould lake Ins note for tlie sum; 
and this he absolutely rejeet<*d, iihtil M-pro¬ 

mised to draw upon liiiu for double the value or 
more, in ease he siiould at any time want a iarther 
supjily. This uneommon aet of tViendsliip and 
generosity, iM— - afterwards had an opportunity 
to repay tentiild, tliough he could not lielp ri'gret- 
ting the oeeasion, on Ins friend’s aceoiinf. 'I'hal 
worthy man liaving, by placing too much confi¬ 
dence in a villauous UiM-yer, and a chain <»r other 
misfortunes, involved himseb'and his aniiahle lady 
in a labyrinth of diffieiilties, wlneli threatened the 

total ruin of Ins family. M-felt the imnvpres- 

sible satisfaction of delivering his benefactor from 
the snare. ^ 

Reing thus reinforced by the generosity of his 
friend, M- - vesolveil to e.xectite Ids former ]>lan 
of seeing the south of Prance, togetlier with llu* 
sea-ports of Spam, as f<ir as t'adi/, from wdiencc lie 
proposed to fake a passage for London by sea; and, 
with this view, sent forwaid his trunks by tlie dili¬ 
gence to Lyiuis, detennined to ride jiosl, in order 
to enjoy a Indtcr view of the country, and for the 
eonvemeney of sto]>])ing at those places wheie 
there was any thing remarkable to be .semi or in- 
<]uired into. Wlule he was emplouxl in taking 
leave of his Parisian friends, who furnislied him 
w'llii abundant recommendation, a gentleman of his 
own country, v^ho spoke little or no Kreneh, hear¬ 
ing of Ins intention, begged the favour of aeeom- 
panving him in his '’XiK'dition. 

With this new eompanion, tlierefore, h(‘ set out 
for I.^yoiis, where he was perfectly well received by 
the inlendant and some of the best families of the 
])laee, in eonseijnenee of his lettm's of reeonnneiida- 
lion ; and, after a short stay in that citv, proeeeded 
down the Uhone to Avignon, in what is ealled flu* 
vochi' d'vau; then visiting the pnneijial towns of 
Dauphine, J.angnedoc, and I'rovenee, he returned 
to llie deliglilfui city of Maiseilles, where hi* and 
his felIow-traveIl<*r were so inneii captivated by 
the serenity of the air, the goocl-uatuie and hospi¬ 
tality of the sprightly inhalntanls, that they never 
dreamed of ehaiiging their quarlers during the 
whole winter and parr ol tlie spring. Here lie ac¬ 
quired the acijuuiutanoe of the Marijuis d’Argens, 
attorney-general in the parliament of Aix, and of 
his eldest son, who now' makes so great a figure in 
the literary wuirld; and when the affair of Father 
Girard and Mademoi.selle Cudiere began to make a 
noise, he accompanied these two gentlemen to 
Toulon, w’lu*re the matxjuis was ordered to take a 
pi<*cogtiition of the facts. 

tin ids return to Marseilles, he found,a certain 
rohie lord of great fortune under the direction of a 
Sw'ksB governor, who had accommodated him with 
t>ro of his own relations, of th" same country, by I 
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way of companions, togetlier with five servants in 
his train. 'J'hcy being absolute strangers in the 

place, M-introduced them to the intendant, 

and several other good families; and had the good 
fortune to be so agreeable to his lordship, that he 
proposed and cv<*n pressed liim to live with him in 
England as a friend and companion, and to take 
upon him tlie superintendence of his affairs, in 
wliieh case he would settle upon hitn four liuiidred 
a-yciir for life. 

Thi.s projMisal was too advantageous to he slighted 
by a person of no fortune, or fixed establishment, 
lie therefon* made no difliculty of closing with it; 
but as his lordship’s departurt* was fixed to a sliort 
dav, and he urged him to accompany him to Paris, 
and from thence to England, M—— tliouglit it 
would be improper and indecent to interfere with 
the office of his governor, who might take umbrage 
at his favour, and therefore excused liimself from a 
compliance with his lordship’s re([uest, until his 
minority should he expired, as he was within a few 
months of being of age. However, he repeated his 
importunities .so earnestly, and the goverimr joined 
in the reejuest with such appearance of cordiality, 
that he was prevailed upon to comply with their 
joint desire; and in a few days set out with tliein 
for Paris, by the way of Lyons. Put, before they 

hud been three days in the city, M-])ereeived 

a total eluinge m the behaviour of the tswiss and 
his two relations, who, hi all probability, became 
je.jloii.s of Ins inflnenee witli his iord.ship; and he 
no sooner made tins di.scovery. than he resolved to 
withdraw himself from siicli a disagreeahle jiartici- 
]iation of that y oting uohieman’s favour. He there¬ 
fore, in sjiite of all his lordsinp’s entreaties and 
n'lnonslraiices. ijulttcd him for tin* present, alleging, 
as a ]>retexl, that lie had a longing desin* to see 
Swilzorland and the hanks of tiie Rhiue, and pro- 
tnising to meet liim again in England. 

This Ins intention being nude known to the 
governor and Ins friend.s, their e<mntenanees im¬ 
mediately cleared up, their courtesy and eom- 
plaisaiiee returned, and they even furm.slied him 
with letters for Geneva, Lausanne, Pern, and 
Soleuiv; in con.s(‘(jiu*nee of wliieli he im-t with 
unusual civilities at 1in‘se place.s. Ilavii'g made 
this tour witli his Scotcli friend, who came uj» to 
him before he left l..yons, and visited the most eon- 
siderahle towns on both sides of the Rhim', and the 
eourtsof tin* Kleetors Palatine, .Meiitz, and Cologne, 
fie arrived in Holland; and trom thence, through 
the NetluTl.uids, repaired to London, where he 
found my’^ lord just returned from Paris. 

His lordship reeei\<*d liim v'llh exju’essions of 
uneommon joy, would not suffer hi n to slir from 
him for si'veral days, and uitroduted Idm to Ins 
relations. 

M- nceompaiiied his lordsliip from London 

to lus country seat, where lie was aidee<l treated 
with great friendship and confidence, and consulted 
in every thing; but the noble iieer never once 
made mention of the annuity wliieh he had pro¬ 
mised to settle njKHi liini, nor did iM-remind 

liim of it, because he eonceived it was his affair to 

fulfil his (‘iigugements of his own accord. M- 

being tired of the manner of living at this place, 
made an excursion to Rath, where he staid about u 
fortnight, to partake of the-diversions, and, upon 
his return, found his lordship making dispositions 
for another journey to Paris. 

Surprised at tins sudden resolution, he endea* 
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voured to dissuade him from it; but his remon¬ 
strances were renderedineffcctual by the insinuations 
of a forei^er who had come over with him, and 
filled his imagination with extravagant notions of 
pleasure, infinitely superior to any which he could 
enjoy while he wus in the trammels and under the 
restraints of a governor. lie therefore turned a 

deaf ear to all M-’s arguments, and entreated 

him to accompany him in the journey; but this 
gentleman, foreseeing that a young man, like iny 
lord, of strong passions, and easy to be misled, 
would, in all probability, squander away great sums 
of money, in a way that would neither do credit to 
himself, or to those who were coneemed with him, 
resisted all his soliciiatioiis, on pretence of having 
business of conseijiienee at London; and after¬ 
wards had reason to be extremely well pleased with 
his own conduct in this particular. 

JJefore lie set out on this expedition, M-, in 

justice to himself, reminded him of the projjosal 
which he had made to him at Marseilles, desiring 
to know if he liad altered liis design in that par¬ 
ticular ; in wliieh ease he would turn his thoughts 
some other way, as he would not in the least lie 
thought to intrude or pin himself upon any man. 
My lord jirotested in the most solemn mimner, that 
he still continued in his former resolution, and 
again beseeching him to bear him eoiiipany into 
France, promised that every thing should he settled 
to Ins satisfaction upon their return to Kngland. 

M-, however, still persisted in his refusal, for 

the ahove-mentioned reusiiiis, and though he never 
heard more of the annuity, he m^vertlieless con¬ 
tinued to serve his lordship with his adviee and 
good ofiiees ever after; particularly in direcliug 
his choiee loan allianee with a lady of eminent 
virtue, the daughter of a nohle lord, m<»re con¬ 
spicuous for his shining }>ar!s than the splendour 
of his titles (a eireumstanee upon which he always 
reflected with }>artieuhir satisfaction, as well on ac¬ 
count of the extraordinary merit of the lady, as 
because it vested in ht‘r children a eonsiderahii* 
part of tliat great estate, whicii of right iielonged 
to her grandmother), and afterwards jmt him in a 
way to retrieve his estate* from a heavy l<»ad of 
debt he had contracted. AVhen my lord set out on 
his I'aris (*xpedition, the money M- ha<l re¬ 

ceived from his generous friend at Paris was alnuist 
reduced to the last guinea, lie had not 5 et reajied 
the least benefit from his engagements with Ins 
lordship ; and, disdaining to ask for a siqiply from 
him, he knew not how to subsist, with any degree 
of credit, till his return. 

This uncomfortable prospe^et was the more dis¬ 
agreeable to him, as, at that time of life, he was 
much inclined to appear hi the gay world, had con¬ 
tracted a taste for plays, operas, and other public 
diversions, and aeijuired an aiMpuiinianee with 
many people of good fashion, w^hich could not he 
maintained without a considerable expense. Jn 
this emergf^ncy, he thought he could not employ 
his idle time more profitably than in translating, from 
foreign languages, such hooks as werv then chiefly 
in vogue; and upon application to a friend, who 
was u man of letters, he was furnished with as 
much business of that kind as he could possibly 
manage, and wrote some pamphlets on the n*ign- 
ing controversies of that time, that had the good 
fortune to please. He was also concerned in a 
monthly journal of literature, and the work was 
carried on by the two friends jointly, though M- 


did not at all appear in the partnershi]). By these 
means he not only spent his mornings in useful 
exercise, but supplied himself with money for what 
the French cal! the menus plaisirs\ during the 
whole summer, lie frequeuted all the assemblies 
in and about J^ondon, and considerably enlarged 
his acquaintance among the fair sex. 

He had, iqion liis first arrival in Kngland, be¬ 
come acquainted with a lady at an a.ssembly not 
far from London; and though, at that time, he had 
no thoughts of extending his views farther than 
the usual gallantry of the place, he met with such 
distinguishing marks of Iht regard in the sequel, 
and was so particularly encouraged by tlie advice 
of another lady, with whom he had been intimate 
in France, and who was now of their i)arties, that 
lie could not hel]» entm-taining liojies of making an 
impression ujion the hear! of his agreeable partner, 
wlio w’as a young la<ly of an anqde fortune and 
great expectations. He therefore cultivated her 
good graces with all tin* assidiiit} and address of 
which he was master, and succeeded so well in his 
endeavours, that, afU*r a due course of attendance, 
and the death of an aunt, by which she received an 
accession of fortune to the amount of three and 
tw’cnty thousand pounds, he ventured to declare his 
passion, and slie not only heard him with jiatieneo 
and approhaliou, but also rcifiicd in teiins adequate 
to his wannest w’ish. 

Finding himself so favourably ree<‘ived, he 
pressed her to .secure hi'* hajjpizH'ss by marriage; 
but to this jiroposal she ohjtrled the reeeuey of her 
kinswoman's deatli, wliich w’otild have rendered 
Mich a step highly indecent, and the dhpletisure of 
lier other r<‘latinns, from whom slu* had still greater 
expectations, and v ho, at tiiat tune, importuned her 
to marry a cousin of her own, wluiui she could not 
like. llowever, that M- — might have no tau.se 
to repine ut her delay, she freely entered with him 
into an intimacy of eorresjiondeuee; during which 
notliing could have added to Iheir mutual felieity, 
which was the more }ioigmin1 and refined, from the 
mysterious and roumutle manner of their enjoying 
it; for thougli he imblicly visited her as an ae- 
quaiutauee, his behaviour on thest' iieeasious was 
aivvav s so <llsiaiit, respectful, and n serve<l, that the 
rest of the company could not jiossibly suspect the 
nature of tlieir reeqiroeal ait.udnueiit; 111 eonse- 
quenee of which they used to have private intcr- 
vu’ws, unknow u to every soul upon earth, except her 
maid, wdio wasiiccessanly entru'-ted w itii the secret. 

In this manuer tliey enjoyed the eonv<‘rsation of 
each other for above twelve months, witliout the 
least interruption; and t lOugh tlie stabilit} o. Mr. 
M-*s fortune dejieiided entirely upon tlieir mar¬ 

riage, yet as he perceived his mistress .so averse to 
it, lie never urged it willi veheineiiee, nor was at 
all anxious on that .score, being easily iiidiued to 
defer a ceremony, wdiieh, as he then thought, could 
in no shape have added to their satisfaction, though 
he hath sino(‘ altered his sentiments. 

Be that as it will, his indulgent mistres.s, in order 
to set his mind at ease in that particular, and in 
full confidence of his honour, insisted 011 his accept¬ 
ing a deed of gift of her whole fortune, in con¬ 
sideration of her intended iiiarriagL; and. after 
some dilhciiltj^ he was prev'ailed upon to receive 
this proof of her esteem, well knowingthal it wuuild 
still be in his power to return the obligation. 
Though s1k‘ often entreated him to take upon him¬ 
self the entire administration of luu* finances, and 



J'EHKOHINE riC'KLE. 


upon divorfi occasions pressed him to accept of 
large sums, he never once* ahusod her generous 
disposition, or solicited her for money, except for 
some humane j)uri)ose, which she was always more 
ready to fulfil than he to propose. 

In the course of this eorrespondence, he hecanu* 
ac(juaintod with soTne of her female relations, and, 
among the rest, with a joung lady, so eminently 
adorned with all the qnalifieation.s of mind and 
person, that, notwitlistanding all his pliilosojdiy and 
caution, lie could not behold and converse witii 
her, without being deeply smitten with her elianns. 

I le (lid all in his }»ower to discourage this dangerous 
invasion in the beginning, and to e<ni{'('al the least 
symptom of it from Ikt relation; he summoned all 
his reflection to his aid, and, thinking it would be 
base and dishonest to cherish any sentiment rejuig- 
nant to the alfeclion which he owed to a mistress 
who had placed such unlimited eonfidence in him, 
he attempted to stifle the infant flame, by avoiding 
the amiable inspirer of it. Jbit tlie passion had 
taken too deej) a root in his heart h) be so easily ex- 
tirjiated—his absence from the dear olijeet increased 
the iinpatumco of his love—the iutistine eonfliet 
between that and gratitude deprived him of hts rest 
and appetite--he was, in a short Imie, emaciated bv 
eoiitinual watching, anxiety, and vant of nourisli- 
inent, and so much altered from his usual cheerful¬ 
ness, that his mistress, being surprist'd uiid alarmed 
at the change, wdiieh, from the s}mi)tomR, she 
jud^^ed was owing to some uneasiness of mind, took 
ail imaginable pains to discover the cause. 

In all probability it did not escaiie her penetm- 
tiori; for she more than once asked if he was in 
love with her cousin ; protesting, tlnit, far from 
being an obstacle to his happiiu'ss, she would, in 
that case, bean advocate for his ]>assion. However, 
this deelaration was iiev(*r made without manifest 
signs of anxiety and uneasiness, wiiieli made such 

an impression ujuui the hcMi't of A1-, that he 

resolved to HJicnfice lus bap})im'ss, and even Ins 
life, rather than take any step which might be eon- 
stnu'd into an injury or insult to a p(‘rson who had 
treat(*d him with such generosity and goodness. 

In eonsequeiiee ul‘ this resolution, he formed 
another, whleh was to go al>road, under ]>retenec 
of recovering his health, but in reality to avoid the 
temptation, as well as tlie suspicion of being incon¬ 
stant ; and in this design be was eonlinned by liis 
])hysician, who aelually tbougbt him in tlie first 
stage of a consumption, and therefore advised Inm 
to nqiair to the south of France. He eommuineuted 
his design, with the doctor’s opinion, to the lady, 
who agreed to it with niueli less diflieulty than he 
found in eomiuering Ins own reluctance at parting 
with the dear object of bis love. The consent of 
bis gemerous mistress being obtained, he waited 
upon her with the instnmunit 'wliereby she had 
made the conveyance of her fortune to him; and 
all his remonstrances being insunieient to persuade 
her to take it back, he cancelled it in her jireseiiee, 
and placed it in that state ujion her toilet, whiles slu 
was dressing; w’bercu])on she shed a torrent of 
tears, saying, she now jilainly perceived that he 
■wanted to tear himself tiom her, and that his uffee- 
tions were settled u])on another. He ■was sensibly 
atre(U(*d by this jirool’ of her eoneern, and endea¬ 
voured to calm the perturbation of her mind, by 
vowing eternal tidelity, and {ircssing her to aceejit 
of his liaiid in due form before his departure. iJy 
these means her transports were quieted for the 
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present, and tlie marriage deferred for the same 
prudential reasons wliich Jiad hitherto prevented it. 

Matters being thus compromised, and the day 
fixed for his departure, she, together with her faith¬ 
ful maid, one morning visited him for the first time 
at his own lodgings; and, after l)r(‘akla.st, desiring 
to speak with lum in private, he conducted her into 
uiotlier room, where assuming an unusual gravity 

r>f asjieet, “My dear lil-said she, “you are 

now going to leave me, and (5od alone knows if 
ever \v(‘ shall meet again; tlierefori’, if you really 
love me with that tenderness wliieli you profess, 
you will accept of this mark of my friendship and 
unalterable affection ; it will at least he a provision 
for your journey, and if any aeeldent should befal 
me, before 1 have tbe happiness of receiving you 
again info niy arms, I shall have the satisfaction 
)f knowing that you are not altogether without 
resouree.” So saying, slie put an embroidered 
])oekt‘t-b(>ok into his hand. lie exp^^ssed the high 
sense he had of her generosity and affection in the 
most jiathetie terms, and begged leave to suspend 
liis acceptance, until he should know’ the contents 
of her jiresent, ■vvhieh was so extraordinary, that he 
ubsolutely lefused to receive it. He was, how’ever, 
by’ her r(q»“ated entreaties, in a manner compelled 

receive about one-liaif, and she afterwards in¬ 
sisted u]>on Ills taking a n*inl'oreement of a con¬ 
siderable sum for the expense of bis journey. 

Having siaid with her ten days beyond the time 
he had fixi'd tor bis departure, and settled the 
method of their corresjiondence, he took his leave, 
with an lu'art full of soirovv. anxiety, and distrac¬ 
tion, jirodiiei'd from the difietvnt suggestions of bis 
duty and love. He then set out for France, and, 
afier a short stay at Fans, jiroei’eded to Aix in 
IVovenci’, and from thence to Marseilles, at winch 
two ])laees he continued for some months. Ibit 
lothing he met wifli being able to dissipate those 
nieianeholy ideas which still jueyed iqion his 
imagination, and affeded ins spirits, he eiuU'a- 
voured to elude them with a snee(“-Mon of new 
objects; and, with that view, persuaded a eoim- 
sellor of the j>ailiament of Ai\, u man of great 
worth, learning, and pood humour, to aeeonipaiiy 
him in making a tour of tlu'se ]>aits of France 
which he had not yet seen. (In tlieir return from 
this exeuiMon, they found at Aix an Italian Abbe, 
a jierson ol eharaetcr, and great knowledge of men 
and books, w bo, having travelled all over Ciermany 
and I'l'anee, was so far on his return to his own 
country. 

iSl-having, by means of his friend the coun- 

S(*llor, contracted an ueijuuintanee with this gentle¬ 
man, and being desirous of seeing some parts of 
Italy, juirtieularly tlie carnival at Venice, they set 
out together from lilarseilles in a tartan for Genoa, 
coasting it all the way, and lying on shore every 
night. Having shown him what was most remark¬ 
able in tins city, his friend the Abbe was so obliging 
us to conduct him through 'J'useany, and the most 
remarkable cities in Hombardy, to Venice, where 

]VI-insisted upon defraying the expense of the 

■whole tour, in consideration of the Abbe’s com¬ 
plaisance, which bad been of infinite service to him 
in tin* course of this exp(‘ditioii. Having remained 
five we(‘ks at Venice, he was preparing to set out 
for Home, with some Fnglish gentlemen whom he 
liad met by accident, when he was all of a sudden 
obliged to eluing(‘ his resolution by some disagree¬ 
able letters w Inch he rec(‘ived from London. He 
D D 2 
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had, from his first dtpartnrc, corresponded with his 
{^euerouH though iticonstant mistress, with a reli¬ 
gious exactness and punctuality ; nor was slie, lor 
some time, less observant of the agreement they 
had made. Nevertheless slie, by degrees, became 
so negligent and cold in her exjjressioii, and so 
slack in her eorrespondenee, that lie could not 
help observing and upbraiding her with such in- 
dilferenee; and her endeavours to palliate it were 
8 upjK)rted by pretexts so frivolous, as to be easily 
seen through by a lover of very little discernment. 

Winie heloi'tured himself with etmjeetures about 
the cause (»f this unexpeeti'd change, he received 
such iutelligoTiee from lOngland, as, when joined 
with what he himself had peieened b\' her manner 
of writing, left him little or no room to doubt ofluT 
fiekleiie.s.s and ineoiistaney. Nevi*rlhe}e>s, as he 
knew by cNperieiice that informations of that kind 
are not to he entirely relied upon, he resolved to he 
more ecrtainly aj)pn/C'‘<i ; and. for that end, departed 
immediately for Lomlon, liy the way of 'I'yroJ, lia- 
varia, Alsaee, and Paris. 

()n his arrival in Kngland, he !earn(‘d, with in¬ 
finite eoueeni, that Ins intelhgence laid not heen at 
all exaggerated; and his sorrow' w'lis inexpressible 
to find a person endowed with so mnny oilier noble 
and amiable C[nalitie,s, seduced into an indiscretion, 
tliat of necessiiv ruined the whole pUiu which had 
been c<mcci(ed between them for llietr mutual hap- 
])iiicss. bihc made several aibunjits, by U'tters and 
interviews, to jialliate her conduct, and sofleii him 
into a reeoueiliation; but liis honour being con¬ 
cerned, he remained deaf to till her entreaties and 
liroiKJsaifi. Nevertliidess, ! have often heard liim 
say,that lie could not helplo\uig her, and re\enng 
tlie memory of a person to whose generosity and 
goodness he owed his fortune, and one w hose foil)h‘s 
were <iverlialanee<l hy a tlionsand good (pialities. 
He often insisted on making lestitiition ; )>ut f.ir 
from eom)»lying witli that ]n'o]K»sal, she afterwanls 
olteii <'ndeavo>ired to lay him nndi r yet gieatei 
obligations of the same kind, and impoituni'd him 
w’itli the warmest soheiialions to renew tbeir tornu i' 
eorres()ondeiM‘e, wbieb be as o!ten deelnii'd. 

M-took thus iiistaiueijf tiu' ineousnnicy of 

the sex so iiukIi to beau, th.it he hatl almost re- 
solvi'd for the iuture to keepele.irof ail eiieace- 
inents for life, and refiirmsl to I'arus, in oidei to 
dissifiale his anxiety, wher<‘ lie hired an ap.irtnienl 
in one of the aeadeniies, i:i tin* c'xereises w liereol 
he took singular d*‘hght. Uunne, his n">ideuee at 
this j)laee, he bad the .”M.d toiimH* t<» inarati.ile 
bimseif with a great gi nei.d. .1 <k'^a•endallt oi oin* 
of themostanei(*nt and illustrious families in France; 
having attracted bis iiotiia* by some remai ks be bad 
written on Kolard’s Polybius, which were acei- 
dentally show’u to that great man by om* of his 

aids-de-camp, who w’as a ])ar(i{uilar friend of -. 

The favour lie had thus aetjulred, was streiigiliened 
hy his assiduities and albuitioii. Fiion In.', return 
to London, lie sent some of iianders newest com¬ 
positions to the prince, who was jiarticularly fond 
of that gentleman’s procluetions, together with 
Clark’s edition of (Wsar; and, in the spring of the 
same year, before the French army took the field, 
he was honoured with a most obliging letter from 
the prince, inviting him to come over, if he wanted 
to see the operations of the campaign, and dc'sinng 
he would give himself no trouble about liis equipage. 

M-having still some nmiains of *i military 

ilisposition, and conceiving tins ty 1 m* a more fa¬ 


vourable opportunity than any he should ever meet 
with again, readily embraced the offer, and sacri-* 
ficed the soft delights of love, which at that time he 
enjoyed without controul, loan eag(T, laborious, and 
dangerous curiosity. In that and the following 
canijiaign, during which In* w as present at the siege 
of Philipsburgli, and several other actions, he en- 
liiiged his aeipiaiiitanee among the French oflieers, 
esiieeially those of the graver sort, wlio had u taste 
for Inioks and iiteratun*; and the friendship and 
int(‘rest of those gentlemen were afti'rwards of sin¬ 
gular seiviee to him, tliough in an affair altogether 
foreign from their profession. 

Jle had all along made diligent inquiry into the 
trade and mamifaetures of the countries through 
whieh he had oeeasion to travel, more particularly 
those of ilollaml, Kngland, and France ; and, as he 
was well acquainted willi the re^enue and farms of 
^lli^ last kingdom, he saw' witli eoncern the great 
disadvantages und(*r wliieh our tobacco trade, the 
most eonsiderahle hraiieh of our eoinineree with 
that ])eople, was earned on; wliat ineon.siderahle 
returns wen* made to the j)l.inters out of the low 
price given by the Fren<*ii eompaiiy ; and how 
imieli it was in tlie ]>ower of that company to re¬ 
duce it still lower. iM -—- had formed a selieiiie 
to remedy tins e\il, so far as it related to tin* na¬ 
tional loss or gain, l>y not permitting ilie dnt> of 
one iienny in the [lomiil, old subsidy. to ho diawn 
hack on lohaeeo re-expiu’led. He dmnonstrated to 
the ministry of that time, that so niconsiderahli* a 
duty <M)uid not in the least dimimsh the demand 
from abroad, winch was tin* only eireumstanee to 
he apprehended, and that the yeaily jiroduee of 
that levemie would amount to one hundred and 
twenty thousand pounds, w itlioni one shilling addi¬ 
tional expense to the ]>nhhe; hut tin' ministry 
h.iving the < Nei.si*-s« iu me then in contemplation, 
eould think of no otiier till that should hi* ineil; 
and that juojeet having misearne<l, he r'.Miewed his 
aiiplieation, whim they approved of his scherm* m 
every ]iartieular, 1 ml discovered a siiriirising h.iek- 
waritness to <MtTy it into (*.xeeulioii. 

Ills expeelations in tins (puntim being disap- 
})oiiited, he, by liie interjiosition of his iuemk, pie- 
seuted a plan to the French company, in whteh lie 
.set forth tlie advantages lhal would aeeiuelo tliem- 
s<‘ives from fixing tlie price, and se<*uiiiig that soit 
oiTolmeeo which best siuted llu* taste td’ the jmhiiv' 
and their nunmfaeture; arnl finally projx'Sed to 
furnish ilumi with any <]uaniny, at the jn lee which 
tiiey paid in the port of London. 

Afier some disj)nie, they agreed to hi.s proposal, 
and eontraeted witli him flu* filleeii thou.sand liogs- 
head.s a-yeat, for whieh they obliged themselves to 
pay ready money, on its arrival in any vine or more 
convenient iioitsinthe south (u* western coasts of 
(rreat Hritam lliat he should please to fix upon for 
that puri>ose -no sooner obtained this con¬ 

tract, than lie immediately set out for America, in 
order to juit it in execution ; and, hy way of com¬ 
panion, carried with him a little French Ahbv, a 
man of humour, wit, and learning, with w’hoin fie 
had be<m long acquainted, and for whom he had 
donv* many good offices. 

On his arrival in Virginia, whieh opportunely 
happened at a time wlun all the gentlemen were 
assembled in the capital of that province, he pub¬ 
lished a memorial, reoresenting tlie disadvantages 
under w'hieh their trade was earned on, the true 
method of redressing their own grievances in that 
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respoct, and prof/ising to contraci with them tor 
tfie yearly quantity of fifteen thousand hogsheads 
of such tohaeco us was fit for the Krciich market, 
at the price which he demonstnited to he consi¬ 
derably greater than that whieli they had lornuTly 
received. 

'Phis reinonstranoo met with all the success and 
encouragement he could ex|K“et. Tlie ])rineipal 
planters, seeing theirown interest eoneernetl, readily 
assented to the proposal, hieli, tlirongh tlieir in- 
duenee, was also relished hy the rest; and tlie only 
dilfieuify that remained, related to the seeunty for 
])aymeiit of the hills on the arrival of the toliaeco 
in England, and to the time stipulated for the eon- 
tinnanee of tin* eonfraet. 

In onler to remove t}ies<‘ ohjeetions, l\Ir. - 

returned to Enroju*, ami found the Ereneli com¬ 
pany of fanners disjmsed to agree to every tiling 
he (lesired for faeilit.ning the execution of the con¬ 
tract, and perfectly well ))leas(*d with the samjde 
whieh he had aln-mh sent; hnt his good friend the 
Abbe, wliom he had h ft behind Imu in America, 
by an unjiaralleled jneeefd treachery, found means 
to overturn tin* whole project, lie s(*ereliy wrote 
a mennirial to the eonij any, importing, that lie 

found, hy experience, M-eonld alford to furnish 

them at a mueh lowm* jirice than that \Uueh tliey 
had agreed to give; and tluit, hy lieiug m posses¬ 
sion of the eontraet f ir live years, as uas intended 
according to the proposal, lie s^ou}d have the com- 
])any so mueh in his power, tliat they must aftm*- 
wards submit to any price he siiould please to 
ini[) 0 .se; ai*d that, if they thought lum northy of 
such a trust, he would undertake to furnish them at 
an ea.sier rate, in conjunction with some of the lead¬ 
ing men in ^'irginl<l and Maryland, with whom, he 
said, he Iiail already concerted nu'asures for tliat 
purpose. 

'I’he company were so much alarmed at these in- 
simlatlon^, that tliey deelmed complying with Mr. 

M-’s demands until the Abbe's return; and 

though they afterwards used all tlieirendeuvours to 
persuade liini to he eoncenied with that little trai¬ 
tor 111 his undertaking, by whieh he miglif still have 
hemi a very eonsideralile gainm*. In* resisted all their 
soHeitations, and i»l;nnly told them, in the ^Udk's 
presence, tliat he would never prostitute his own 
principles so far, as lo enter into engagements of 
any kind witli a person of liis eharaeter, mncli less 
iu a scheme that liad a manifest tendency to lower 
the market jiriee of «ohaeeo in England. 

7'hus ended a project the most extensive, siniph*, 
and easy, and, as appeared hy the trial made, the 
be.st calculated to raise an immense fortune of any 
that was ever undertaken or planned by a privab* 
person; a projeef, in the execution of wliieh, M 
had the good of the jmblie, and the glory of putting 
in a fiourisliing condition the valuaiile branch of 
our trade whieh gives employment to two great 
provinces and ahovi* two lumdred sail of sliijis, 
mueh more at lu^art Tlian his own ])rivate interest. 
It was reasonable to expect, that a man whose didits 

M- had paid more than once, whom lie had 

obliged in many oth(*r respects, and whom lie hiul 
carried with him at a very cousulcrahle expense, 
on this expedition, merely with a vi<*w of bettering 
his fortune, w'ould have acted with common honesty, 
if not with gratitude; but such was the depravity 
of this little monster’s heaii, that, on his deathbed, 
he left a considerable fortune to mere strangerff, 
with whom he had little or no connexion, without 
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tlio least thought of refunding the money advanced 

for him hy M-, in order to prevent his rotting 

in a jail. 

Wlien M-had once obtained a command of 

money, lie, hy his knowledge in several branches 
of trade, as w'cll as hy the assistance of some in¬ 
telligent friends at i’uris and l.ondon, found incanB 
to employ it to \cry good purpose; and had he 
been a man of that selfish disposition, which too 
much prevails in tlie w’orld, he might have been 
at this day master of a very ample fortune; but 
his ear was never deaf to the voice of distress, 
nor his heneficent heart shut against the calamities 
of his fellow-creatures, lie was even ingenious in 
contriving the most delicate methods of relieving 
modest indigence, and, by his industrious bene¬ 
volence, often anticiiiated the requests of misery, 

1 could relate a miinber of examples to illustrate 
my assertions, iu some of wliich jou would perceive 
tile most disinterested generosity; but such adetail 
would tr(‘spass too much upon your time, and I do 
not ])ivtcnd to dwell upon every niinute eireniri- 
stance of his conduct. Let it suffice to .say, that, 
iijKui the declaration of war in Spain, lie gave up 
all his commercial schemes, and called in his 
money from all ([uarters, w itli a view' of sitting 
down, for the rest of his life, contented with what 
he liud got, and restraining lus liberalities to what 
he could spare from his } early income. 'I’liis was 
a verj prudential n^solutioii.could he liave kept it; 
but, upon the breaking out of the war, he could not 
without concern see many gentlemen of merit, who 
liad been recommended to him, disappoint'd of 
eommis&ions, merely for want of money to satisfy 
tlie expectations of the commi.ssion-brokiT.s of that 
time; and tliereibre launched out considerable sums 
for tliem on their ban* notes, great part whereof 
was lost by the di'ath of some in the unfortunate 
I'Xpedition to the West Indies. 

lie at length, after many other actions of the 
like nature, from motive.s of pure humanity, love 
of jusfiee, and ahiiorrenee of oppre.ssion, embarked 
in a cause, every way the most imjiortant that 
ev cr eaiiie under the discussion of the conrt.s of law- 
in these kingdoms; wliethcr it be considered in 
relation to the extraordinary nature of the ease, or 
tlie immense proiicrty of no less than fifty thousand 
pounds a year, ami three peerages that diqHUidcd 
upon It. 

In tlie year 1740, tlie brave admiral who at that 
time commanded his majesty’s fleet in the West 
Judies, among the other transactions of lus squa¬ 
dron transmitted to the diikc of A'ew castle, men¬ 
tioned a young man, who, though in the capacity 
of a common sailor on board one of the slops under 
bis eonimand, laid claim to tlu* estate and titles of 

the earl of A-. 'fhesc pretensions were no 

sooner communicntc'd in the public pajicrs, than 
they ht'cainc the subject of conversation in all 
comiianics; and the persi)n whom they chiefly 
afficcti'd, being alarmed at the a})j)caniiice of a 
competitor, though at sucli a distance, began to put 
himself in motion, and take all the precautions 
whicli he thought necessary to ilefcat the endeavour 
of th<* young upstart. Indeed the early intelligence 
he received of l\lr. A—y's making himself known 
in the West Indies, furnished him witli numberless 
advantages over that unhappy young gentleman; 
for, being in possession of a splendid fortune, and 
lord of many manors in the neighbourhood of the 
very place w here the claimant was Ixirn, he knew 
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all the witnesses who could give the most material 
evidence of his legitimacy ; and, if his ])robity did 
not restrain him, had, hy his power and intluence, 
sufficient opportunity and means of applying to 
the passions and interests of the witnesses, to silence 
many, and gain over others to his side; while his 
competitor, hy an absence of fifteen or sixteen 
years from his native country, the w'ant of education 
and friends, together witli his present heljiless 
situation, was rendered absolutely ineapahle of 
taking any step for his own advantage. And 
although his worthy uncle's conspicuous virtue, 
and religious regard for justice and truth, might 
possibly be an unconqueniblt' restraint to his taking 
any undue advantjiges, yet the consoienees of that 
huge army of ernissarii's he kept in pay -were not 
altogether so very tender and scrupulous This 
much, however, may be said, without delegation 
from, or impeachment of, the noble earl's nice 
virtue aud honour, that he took care to eonipromisc 
all dilTerences Avith the other hranches of the family, 
whose interests were, in thi^ atlair, connected A\itli 
his own, by sluiring the estate with them, and also 
retained most of the eminent eouu-vel wliiini the bar 
of botli kingdoms against this Ibrmid.iiiie bastard, 
befon* any suit was instituted b\ him. 

Whilelu'wa^ thu-s eiitreneiim;; hineelf.’gainst the 
attack of a poor forlorn y.mth, at the dist.mee of 
fifteen Iiundreil leagues, conlimialli exposed to the 
dangers of the sea, tlu* war, and an unhealthy 

climate, Mr. M-, in the eonnuon C(uiri-e of <’on- 

versation, ehaueed to ask some ijuostions n^Iating 
to this romantic pretemler, of one II— -, who was 
at that time the present Lord A - a’s eluof agent. 
This man, when pressed, could not help oNuimg 
tliat the late Lord A - m aetnall) lelt a son, who 
had been spiriteil away into Ainenea soon after Ins 
father's death, but said be dul not know whellier 
tins Avas tbi‘ same person. 

This information eouUl not fail to make an 

impression on tJie humanity of Mr. iM-, wlio, 

being aequainh'd witii the genius of the wieked 
part) w'iio liad possessed theui'.elves of this unhappv 
young mail's estate and honours, expressed no small 
anxiety and apprehension lest tliey should take liim 
off by some menus or other; and, even then, 
seemed disposed to contribute towards tlie sujiport 
of the friendIessorphan,iiiul to impure more en euni- 
stantially into tlie nature of Ins elauu. In the 
mean time his occasions called lum to Kranci*; and, 
during bis absciiee, Mr. A—y arrived in London in 
the month of October, 1741. 

Ilcrethcclerg} man was interrupted !>\ Veregrine, 
who said there was something so extraordinary, not 
to call it improbablt', in the account lie had lu’ard 
of the young gentleman's being sent into exile, 
that be would look upon himself as infinitely 
obliged to the doctor, if lu' would favour him wdth 
a true representation of that transaction, as well as 
of the manner in which he arrived and w as known 
at the island of Jamaica. 

I'he parson, in compliance with our hero’s re¬ 
quest, taking up the story from tlu' bcgiiiuiug, 
“ Mr. A—y,*‘ said he, “ is the son of Arthur late 
lord baron of A—m, by his wife Mary feh—d, 

natural daughter to John duke of 11- and 

N—by, Avhom he publicly married on the 21st 
day of July, 1706, contrary to the inclination of 
his mother, and all his other relations, particularly 
of Arthur late earl of A—a, Avho l>ovo an im¬ 
placable enmity to the duke her father, and, for 


! that reason, did all that iay in his power to traverse 
I the marriage; but, finding his endeavours ineffectual, 

I ho was so much offended, that he would Tievcr be 
' perfectly reconciled to Lord A— m, though he was 
I his presumptive heir. After tbeir nuptials, they 
I cohabited together in England for the space of two 
or three years, during wliieh she miscarried more 
j than once; and he being a man of iCvity, and an 
(‘xtravagant disposition, not only sipumdered aw'ay 
all that he had received of his wife’s fortune, but 
also contracted many coinsidcrablc debts, wbich 
obliged him to make a precipitate retreat into 
Ireland, leaving his lady hehiml iiim in tin* house 
w’ith his mother and sister, who, having also been 
averse to the mateb, had always looked upon her 
Avith eyes of disgust. 

It was not liktdy that harmony should long 
subsist in this family, especially as Lady A—m 
was a AA'oman of a lofty sjiirit, w ho could not tamely 
bear insults and ill usage tVoni persons who, she 
bad reason to believi*, were her enemies at heart. 
Aoeordingly, a misunderstanding soon happened 
among them, which was fomented by the malice of 
one of her sisters-in-law. Diver.s scandalous re¬ 
ports of her iiuseomluct, to which the empty jire- 
tensions of a vain Avretehed coxcomb, "who w'as 
made um‘ of as an infamous tool for that purpose, 
gaAe a eolourable jiretcxt, were trumped up, and 
trauMuitti'd. A\ilii many false and aggravating cir- 
ciini'stauees to her husband in Irelaml ; who, being 
a giddy niithiiiking man, was so much incensed at 
ihcM' nisinnations, that, in the first transjioils of 
liis passion, he s<'nf to his luotiuT a power of 
altornO}, tliat she might sue for a divorce in his 
behalf. A hhel was thereupon exhibited, contain¬ 
ing many scandalous allegations, void of any real 
foundation in truth ; but biMiig unsupported by any 
manner of jiroof, it was at length dismissed with 
costs, after it had dejieiuled upAA’ards of tAvo years. 

J/ord A---ni finding himself abused by the 
inisrepn‘sentations of his mother and sister, dis¬ 
covered an inclination to be reconciled to his lady. 
In eonse<iuenee of AAhieli, slie wa.s sent over to 
Dublin by her f.illi(‘r, to the can* (d‘a g(*ntl{“man in 
that city ; in A\bose house slie Mas reeidved by her 
hush Old AAith all tli(‘ demonstrations of love and 
esteem. From thence he eoiidueted her to liLs 
lodgings, and thence to his country house, aa here 
she had the misfortune to suffer a miscarriage, 
throiigli fear and resentment of my lord’s beha¬ 
viour, Aihieh AAas often brutal and indecent. From 
the eouniry they removeil to Dublin, about the 
latter end of July, or beginning of August 1714, 
where they hud not long continued, Mheii hcrlgdy- 
shi]) AAiiK known to he again with eliiid. 

Lord A—m and his issue being next in re¬ 
mainder to the honours and estate of Arthur Karl 

of A-, was extremely solicitous to have a son ; 

and, warned by the frcspient miscarriages of bis 
lady, resolved to curb the natural iiniratience and 
rusticity of his disposition, that she might not, n.s 
formerly, suffer by his outrageous conduct. He 
accordingly cherished her with uncommon tender¬ 
ness and eare; and her pregnancy being pretty far 
advanced, conducted her to his country seat, where 
she -was delivered of Mr. A—y, about the latter 
end of April, or beginning of Alay; for none of the 
witnesses have been able, at this distance, with 
absolute certainty to fix the precise time of his birth, 
and there aaus no register kept in the parish. As 
j an additional misfortune, no gentleman of fashion 
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lived in that parish; nor did those 'who lived at 
any consdderable distance, care to cultivate an 
acquaintance with a man of Lord A—ni's strange 
coinluet. 

H<‘ that us it will, the occasion was celebrated by 
his lordship's tenants and dcqjendents upon the spot, 
and in the neighbouring town of New li—ss, by 
bonfires, illuminations, and other rejoicings; which 
have made '•'uch an impression upon the minds of 
the peojde, ttiat in llie i)iaee where tlu’y hapjiened, 
and the contiguous parishes, several hundred per¬ 
sons have already deelarod their knowledge and 
reTinmihrance of this event, in spite of the great 
power of the claimant’s adversary in tliat quarter, 
ami the gr(‘at jiains and indirect methods taken by 
his uunjberless agerits and emissaries, as well as by 
lliose who ar(‘ interested witli him in tlie event of 
the suit, to corrupt and siqqnvss (he evidence. 

l.ord A—m, after tlie birth of his son, who 
was sent to nurse in the neighhourhood, according 
to tin* custom of the eounlrv, Mhere peoj)Ie of the 
highest distinction put their c'hildnm out to nurse 
into farm hou'^os and eahins lived in harmony with 
his lady for the space of two years. i*ul having, 
by Ins folly and extravagance, reduced himself to 
great ditfienlties, lie (lemamhsl the remainder of 

her forlnm* from her father the Duke of U-, 

who absolutely refused to part with a Hhilling unlil] 
a proper settlement shotild lie made on his daughter, 
wliicli, by that lime, he had put out of his owui }K)w’er 
to make, by his folly nnd extra^agance. 

As h(‘r ladyslii]), hy her eiuiea\ours to n^fonn 
the economy f)f Ikt house, had incurred the dis¬ 
pleasure of some idle protligate fellows, who had 
fastened tluMnselves ui>on her husband, and helped 
to eonsiiine Ids substanee, tliey s<‘ized this oppor- 
tunil} of tile duke’s retinal; and, in order to he 
reveng(‘d upon the innoeent Ia<lj, jiersuaded Lord 
A -in, that the only means of extraeliiig money 
from Ins grace, wouUl he to turn her away, on 
liretenee of iidulelity to hi.s bed, for whieh they 
iiuited there was 1ml too nmeli foundation. At 
their suggestions, a most infamous plan was pro¬ 
jected ; in the ev(*en‘ion of wliieli, one P-- —, a 
poor, unbred, simple country hoohy, whom tliey 
liad (h‘eo>ed into a snare, loM one of his ears, and 
the injured lady retired that same day to New 
1 »- -Ks. where slie continued several years. She 
did not, however, !oa\e tlie house, without strug- 
gimg iiard to carry lier elnid along with her; hut 
far from enjoying such indu)geiH*e, strict orders 
were given, tliat the boy should not, for tlie future, 
be brought within her sight. This base, inlmimin 
treatment, instead of answering the end jiroposed, 
prodneeil such a contrary efVe<*t, tliat the Duke of 

11 -, hy a codicil to his will, in w hieh he retleots 

upon Lord A—m’s evil temjier, directed his exe¬ 
cutors to pay to his daughter an annuity of one 
hundred pounds, while luT lord and slu* should 
continue to live sejuirato; and this allowance was 
to c(*asc on Lord A —tu's death. 

While she remained in tliis solitary situation, 
the child was universally known and received as 
the legitimate son and heir of her lord, whose 
affection for the boy was so conspicuous, that, in 
the midst of his owm necessifu's, he never failed to 
maintain him in the dross and equipage of a young 
nobleman, in the course of his infancy, his father 
having often changed his place of residence, the 
child was put under the instructions of a great many 
different schoolmasters, so that he was jierfeetly 


well known in a great many different parts of the 
kingdom; and his mother seized all opportunities 
(which were but rare, on account of his father’s 
orders to the contrary) of seeing and giving him 
proofs of her maternal tenderness, until she set out 
for England, after having been long in a declining 
state of health, by a paralytical disorder; upon the 
consequence of which, such dependence was placed 
hy her inconsiderate husband, who was by this time 
reduced to extreme poverty, that he actually mar¬ 
ried a woman whom he had long kept as a mistress. 
This creature no sooner understood that Lady 
A—in was departed from Ireland, than she openly 
avowed her marriage, and went about publicly with 
Lord A—m, visiting his acquaintances in the 
character of his wife. 

Krom this era may be dated the beginning 
Mr. A—y's misfortune. This artful woman, who 
luwl formerly treated the child with on appearance 
of fondness, in order to ingratiate herself with the 
futluT. now looking upon herself as sufficiently 
established in the family, thought it was high time 
to alter her htdiaviour with regard to the unfortu¬ 
nate hoy; and accordingly, for obvious reasons, 
employed a tiiousand artifices to alienate the heart 
of the weak father from his unhappy offspring. 
Yet, notwithstanding all her insinuations, nature 
still maintained her infiiuuice in his heart; and 
fliongh she often found means to irritate him by 
artful and malicious accusations, Ids resentment 
never extended farther than fatherly correction. 
She wouhl have found it iini»ossible to accomplish 
his ruin, had not her efforts been reinforced by a 
ne^^ auxiliary, who was no other than his uncle, 
tile ])resent usurper of his title and estate; yet even 
tills confederacy was overawed, in some lueasiirc, 
by the fear of alarming the unfortunate mother, 
until her distemper increa&ed to a most dcqilorahle 
<legrec of till* dead jialsy, and tlu* death of her 
father had rt*dueed h(*r to a rno.st forlorn and abject 
slate of distress. 'J’hen they ventured upon the 
execution of their jirojeets; and, though their aims 
were widely different, e(mcurred in tlieir endeavours 
to rmiiove the haidess boy, as the eomniou obstucle 
(0 both. 

Lord A—m, who, as 1 have already observed, 
w'as a man of weak intellects, and utterly void of 
any fixed principle of action, being by this time 
reduced to such a pitch of misery, that he was often 
ohligeil to pawn his wearing apparel in order to 
jirocure tlu* common necessaries of life; and having 
no otluT fund remaining, with which he could 
relieve his present necessities, except a sale of the 
reversion of the A—a estate, to which the nonage 
of his son was an efiectual bar, he was advised by 
his virtuous brother, and the rest of his counsellors, 
to surmount this difficulty, hy secreting his son, 
and spreading a report of his death. I'his honest 
project he the more readily embraced, because he 
knew that no act of his could frustrate the child’s 
succession. Accordingly, the hoy was removed 
from the school at which lie was then boarded, to 
the house of one K—gli, an agent and accom¬ 
plice of the present Earl of A—a, where he was 
kept for several months closely confined; and, in 
the mean time, it was industriously reported that 
he was dead. 

This previous measure being taken, Lord A—m 
published advertisements in the gazettes, offering 
reversions of the A—a estate to sale; and emis¬ 
saries of various kinds wore employed to inveigle 
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such as were igrioraut of the nature of the settle- i 
ment of these estates, or strangers to the affairs of | 
his family. Some people, imposed upon hy the | 
report of the child’s death, were drawn in to pur¬ 
chase, thinking themselves safi* in the concurrence 
of his lordship’s brother, u]>on presunjiilion that he 
■was next in remainder to the succession; others, 
tempted by the smallness of the price (which rarely 
exceeded half a year’s purchase, as appears by 
many deeds), though they doubted the truth of tlie 
boy’s being dead, ran small risks, on the coiitiii- 
geney of his dying before he should be of age, or 
in hopes of his being prevailed uj»oii*to confirm the 
grants of his father; and many more wx*re treating 
with hnn on the same notions, 'wiieii their transae- 
tioiis were suddenly interrupted, and the scheme of 
raising more money, for the present, d(*feated by 
tlie unexpected api)earanee of the boy, who, being 
naturally sprightly and impatient of restraint, had 
found means to break from his confmenient, and 
wandered np and down the stre(‘ts of Dublin, avoid¬ 
ing liis father’s house, and choosing to eneonnter 
all sorts of distress, rather than subject hnnsclf 
again to the cruelty and malice of the vonum ■who 
supjilied his mother’s place. 'I’hus debarred his 
father’s protection, and destitute of any fixed habi¬ 
tation, be herded ■witli all the loose, idle, and dis¬ 
orderly youths in Dublin, skulking <’liief1y about 
the college, several members and students of which, 
taking pity on Ins misfortunes, supplied him at dif¬ 
ferent tunes with clothes and money. Tn this un¬ 
settled and uneomfortahle way of hie did he remain, 
from the year 172r) to the latter end of November, 
1727 ; at which time Ins fatiier died so misenilily 
pour, that he was actually hiuied at tlie public 
exiienso. 

'J’liis unfortunate nobleman was no sooner dead, 
than his brother Jficliaiul, now earl of A—a, taking 
advantage of the nonage and hel[)iess situation of 
his nepiiew, seized upon all the ]»apers of the de¬ 
funct, and afterwards usurped the title <»f i^ord 
A—ni, to the surprise of the servants, and olliers 
w’ho were acquainted with the affairs of ihclanniy. 
’Phis usurpation, bold us it was, j>rodueed no other 
idlect than that of Ins being iiisnitcd by ibe poj>u- 
lace as he went through the streets, and the reiusal 
of the king at arms to enrol the certificate of his 
brother’s having died without issue. 'I'he first of 
these ineonvenieiices he bore without anj sense of 
shame, though not without repining, conscious tliat 
it would gradually vuiiish with tlie novelty of liis 
invasion; and as to the last, lie compiered it hy 
means well known and obvious. 

Nor will it seem strange, that he should thus in¬ 
vade the rights of an orjihan w'lth impunity, if 
[leojile ■will consider, that the late Lord A—m had 
not only squandered aw ay his fortune w ith the most 
ridiculous extravaganci*, hut also uss^vciated himself 
with low eompanj, so that he was little known, and 
less regarded, hy persons of any rank and figure in 
life; and his child, of conhi*quenee, debarred of’ the 
advantages which might have accrued from valu¬ 
able connexions. And though it was universally 
known, that ]^ady A—m had a son in Ireland, such 
was the obscurity in which the father had lived, 
during the last years of his life, that few of the 
nobility could be supposed to be acquainted with 
the particular circumstances of a transaction in 
whicii they had no concern, and ■w’hich had hap¬ 
pened at the distanee of twelve years before the 
date of this usurpation. Mon^over. as their first 


information was no other than common fame, tho 
public clamour occasioned by the separation, might 
inspire siuth as were strangers to the family afiairs 
with a mistaken notion of the child’s having been 
horn about orafter the time of that event. 'I'he hurry 
aud hustle oecasione<l hy the arrival of the lord 
lieutenant about this period, the reports indus¬ 
triously propagated ot the claimant’s deatli, the 
obscurity and concealnuuit in which the hoy was 
obliged to live, in order to eludi* the wicked attempts 
of his uncle, might also contribute to his peaceal»ie 
eujo 3 'ment of an empty title. And lastly, Lord 
('liaiicellor W—m, whose immediate province it 
was to issue Avrits for parliament, was an utter 
•stranger in Ireland, unac<piainted with the descents 
of families, and con.sequently did not examine lar- 
tlier than the certilieate enrolled in the hooks of 
the king at arms. Over ami above these eirciim- 
stanees, whieii naturally account Ibv the sueeess of 
the imposture, it may be observed, that the hujiless 
3 until had not one relation alive, on the .suU* of iiis 
father, ■whose interest it was not to forward or con¬ 
nive at his destruction; that his grandfather, the 
duke ot J 1 — -, ■was dead; and that his mother was 
then in Kiiglund, in a forlorn, deLstitute, d 3 ingeon- 
dition, secreii“d from the ■world, and even from her 

own ridutions, hy her woman IMaryJI- ,who 

had a particular interest to secrete her, and alto¬ 
gether d<‘pendent upon a miserable and precarious 
allowance from the duehess of B- —, to -whose 
capnee slic was moreover ii most wretched slave. 

Notwilhstamhng these coneurring eireumstancoa 
in tavour of the usurper, he did not tiiiitk hiinseif 
secure while the orphan hud any chance of finding 
a trieiid w ho -would undertake his cause ; and there¬ 
fore laid a plan for his being kidmqiped, and sent 
to Aineriea as a slave. Ills cotuljutor in this in¬ 
human scheme was a jierwm wlio carried on the 
trade of transporting servants lo our plimtations, 
and was deeply interested on this oecaKum, Imving, 
lor a mere trifie, ptireliused of tlie late Lord A—m, 
liie reversion o 1 a considerable })art of the A-- a 
estate; whieh shanu^ful liargain was continued hy 
tiu* brother, hut could never take place, unless the 
boy could he eflectuull 3 removed. 

Every thing being settled amiIi this auxiliary, 
several ruffians wrn’c em])lo 3 ed in search of tiienn- 
hajipy victim ; and the first attemiit tliat was made 
upon him, in which his uncle personally assiste<l, 
hajipening near one of the great markets of tlie city 
of Dublin, an honest huteher, w ith the assislanee of 
his neighbours, rescued him hy force from their 
cruel hands. This, liowevi-r, was hut a short 
resjiitc ; for (though warmd by this adventure, the 
hoy seldom crept out of his lurking places, without 
the most cautious circumspection) he was, in March, 
1727, discovered hy the diligence of his persecutors, 
and forcibly drugged on hoard of a ship houna 
for Newcastle, on Delaware river in America, 
where he was sold as a slave, and kept to hard 
labour, much above his age or strength, for the 
space of thirteen 3 ’ears, during which he Avas trans¬ 
ferred from one person to another. 

AVhilc he remained in this servile situation, lie 
often mentioned, to those in ■whom he thought such 
confidence might b<* placed, the circumstances of 
his birth and title, together with the mauner of his 
being exiled from his native country ; although, in 
this particular, he neglected a caution-whieh he had 
received in his passage, importing that such a dis¬ 
covery would cost him his lifb. Meanwhile th^ 
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usurper quietly enjoyed his right; and to those 
who questioned him about his brother’s son, con 
stantly replied, that the boy had been dead for 
fioverul years. And Arthur, earl of A—a, dying 
in April, 1737, he, upon pretence of being next 
heir, succeeded to the honours and estate of that 
nobleman. 

The term of the nephew’s bondage, which had 
been lengthened out beyond the usual time, on 
account of his repeated att^uiipts to escape, !)eing 
exjured in the year 1739, he hired himself as a 
eonnnon sailor in a trading vessel bound to Ja¬ 
maica ; and there, being entered on board of one 
ot his majesty’s ships under the coinmaTKl of Ad¬ 
miral Vernon, openly declared his parentage and 
pretensions. This extraordinary claim, which made 
a great noise in the ileet, reaching the ears of one 
LuMitenant S—n, nearly related to the usurj)ers 
Irish wife, he believ<‘d the ><mng gentleman to be 
an im])ost()r; and thinking it was ineumlxmt on 
liuu to discover thn cheat, lie went on board the 
sliip to which the claimant belonged, and having 
heard the account wliieh he gave of himself, was, 
notwithstanding his prepossessions, convinced of 
tiic trulli of V hat lu* alleged. < hi his return to his 
own ship, he chanced to mention this extraordinary 
affair upon tin* (juarfer-deek, in the hearing of Mr. 
H—n, one of the* midshijnuen, who had formerly 
lK‘en at school with ^Ir. A --y. This young gen¬ 
tleman not only told the ruaitenant, that he had 
heeu seiiooHellow with Lord A—m’s son, but also 
declared that he should know him again, if not 
gn^atly altered, us he still retained a perfect idea of 
his eonntenanet*. 

Upon this intimation, the lieutenant pro])oscd 
that the experiment should be tried; and vent with 
the inulshipman on board the ship Unit llie claim¬ 
ant was in, for that purpose. After all tlie sailors 
had h<*en assenililed ii]>on deck, Mr. II n, easting 
ins eyes aiound, immediately distinguished Mr. 
A - y iu tlie crowd, and, laying his hand on his 
shoulder, 'I’his is the man," said he ; aflinning. at 
the same time, that, vliile he eoiiinmeil at school 
\urh him, the eianuant was reputed and r<‘speet(‘d 
as la)r(l A m’s son and Ihuj, and maintained in 
all re^peets suitable to the (lidlilty hf Ill's rank. 
Nay, lie was, iu like manner, reeognl^ed by ^<'^eral 
otlu’r persons in the fh*el, wlio liad known him lu 
ills infaiiey. 

'riic'sc things lu'ing reported to the admiral, he 
generously ordered him to be siqiphed with neee^- 
saries, and treateil lik<* a gentleman ; and, m Ids 
next desjiatches, trail,smitted an ueeount of the 
affair to the Duke of Newcastle, among the oilier 
transactions of the fleet. » 

In S(*pteniher cr October 1741, l^Ir. A—y arrived 
in London; and the first person to whom lie applied 
for advice and assistance was a man of’ the law, 
nearly related to the families of A—a and A—m, 
and well aetpiainted with the particular alfdlrs of 
each; who, far from treating him as a bastard and 
impostor, received him with civility and seeming 
kindness, asked him to cat, presented him with a 
piece of money, and, excusing himself from med¬ 
dling iu the affair, advised him to go to Ireland, as 
tlie most proper place for commencing a suit for 
the recovery of his right. 

Refore the young gentleman had an opportnnity, 
or indeed any inclination, to comply with this 
wlvice, be was accidently met in tin* street hy that 
same II—n, who, as J have mcatuiued, gave Mr. J 


M- the first insight into the affair. This man 

immediately knew the claimant, having been for¬ 
merly an agent for his father, and afterwards a 
creature of his uncles, with whom he was, not 
without reason, suspected to be concerned in kid¬ 
napping and transporting his nephew. Be that as 
it will, his connexions with the usurper were now 
broke off by a quarrel, in consequence of which he 
had thrown up his agency; and he invited the 
hapless stranger to his house, with a view of 
making all possible advantage of such a guest. 

'Phere he had not long remained, when his 
treacherous landlord, tampering with his inex¬ 
perience, effected a marriage between him and the 
daughter of one of his own friends, who lodged in 
luH liouse at the same time. But afterwards, seeing 
no person of consequence willing to espouse his 
cause, he looked iqion him as an encumbrance, and 
wanted to rid his Iiands of him accordingly. IJe 

remembered that l\Ir. M-had exprcsseil himself 

with all the humanity of apprehension in favour of 
tlie unfortunate young nobleman, before his arrival 
in England ; an<l, being well acquainted with the 
generosity of his disposition, he no sooner under- 
.stood that he was returned from Eraiice, than he 
w'aited iqnm him w’ith an ueeount of IBr. A—y’s 

being .safely arrived. Mr. -was sincerely 

rejoiced to find, tluit a piTson who had been so 
cruelly injured, anti undergone so long and eon- 
tiniH'd u scene of distress, was restored to a country 
where he w'as sure of obtaining jusliee, and where 
every good mail, as he imagined, would make the 
cause his own. And being informed that the youth 
was in w'arit of necessaries, he gave twenty guineas 
to 1 1 —n for his use, and promised to do him all the 
service in his power; but ha<l no intention to take 
upon himself the whole weight of such an imiiortant 
affair, or indeed to appear in the cause, until he 
should be fully and thoroughly satisfied that the 
clannanrs pn'teiisions w'ere well foumh'd. 

lu tlie mean time, II—n insinuatiug that the 
young g('nt leman w’as niit safe in his present lodging 
from tile inaehiniitions of his enemies, M-ac¬ 

commodated him with an apartment in his own 
house; wliere he was at great pains to remedy the 
delect in his education, by rendering him fit to 
ap])ear ns a gi'iitleninn in the world. Having 
received from him all the intelligence he could give 
relating to his own nlfuir, he laid the ease before 
counsel, and despatched a person to Ireland, to 
make furtlier inquiries ujHm the same subject; who, 
on his first arrival in that kingdom, found the 
elaimant’s birth w'as as pnliliely known as any eir- 
eiunstaiK'e of that kind could possibly ho, at so 
great a distance of time. 

The usurper and his friends gave all the inter¬ 
ruption in their pow’er to any rest-arches concerning 
that affair; ami had recourse to every art and ex¬ 
pedient that could he invented, to prevent it-s being 
Iwought to a legal discussion. Envilege, bills in 
chancery, orders of court surreptitiously and ille¬ 
gally obtaiiH'd, and every other invention was made 
use of to bar and prevent a fair and lionest trial by 
a jury, 'fhe usur]»(*r himself, and bis agents, at 
the same time that they formed diM-rs eon.s])ivueies 
against his life, in vain endeavoured to detach Mr. 

M--from the orplian’s cause, by innumerable 

ai'tificcs, insinuating, t-ajtilling, anti misrepresent¬ 
ing, w'ith surprising dexterity and perseverance. 

llis protector, far from being satisfied with thiir 
reasons, was not only deaf to tL ‘ir remonstrances, 
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bnt, believing him in danger from their reftcated 
efforts, had him privately convey<*d into the 
country; where an unhappy accident, which he 
liath ever since sincerely regretted, furnished his 
•adversary with a colourable pretext to cut him off 
ia the beginniuo of his career. 

A mail happening to lose his life by the acei- 
deutul discharge of a piece that chanced to be in 
the young gentleman’s hands, the account of this 
misfortune no sooner reached tin* ears of his nnele, 
than he expressed the most immoderate joy at 
having found so good a handle for destroying him, 
undm* colour of law. lie iinincdiutely constituted 
himself jiroseeutor, set his emissaries at work to 
secure a coroner’s inquest suited to his cruel pur- 
]>oscs; set out for the place in jicrson, to take care 
that the prisoner should notcscajic; insulted him 
ill jail, in the most inhuman manner; employed a 
whole army of attorn<*ys and agents, to spirit up 
and carry on a most virulent prosecution; pra(*ti.scd 
all the unfair nielhods tliat could he invented, in 
order that tlie unliapjiy gentleman should he tran¬ 
sported to Newgate, from the healthy jirison to 
which he was at first eommitted; endeavoured to 
inveigle him into destrueli\e couresMous; and, not 
to mention other more infamous arts einpkned in 
tile athiir of eiuieuee, attemi>ted to surprise him 
upon his trial in the ahsene<* of his witnesses and 
counsel, contrary to a prc’vious agreement witli the 
prosecutor’s own attorney. Nay, he evt*!! ajipeared 
in person upon tlie bench at the tiial, in older to 
intimidate tin* evidence, and brow heat tlie unfortu¬ 
nate prisoner at the bar, and expended al 
thousand pounds in tliat lU'oseeution. In s]»iie of 
all his wicked efforts, liowever, wliicli were ilefeated 
by the spirit and indefatigjihlo iiidiislry of ]\Ir. 
M- 1 the young gentleman w.is lioiumrahly ac¬ 

quitted, to the evident satisfaetion of ail tlie inqiar- 
tial; the misfortune that ga^e a li.indie for tliat 
unnalural ]>roseeution ajipearmg to a demonstration 
to have been a mere accident. 

In a few months, Ins ]>roteetor, who had now 
0 }K*nIy esjioused Ins cause, taking with Ima two 
gentlemen to AVitness his transactions, conducted 
him to his native country, witli a i K‘w to be lietter 
informed of the strength of his preti’iisioiis, than 
he ctnild be by the intelligence he had Iiitherto 
r(“<‘(*ived, or liy the elaimant's own <Iaik ainl almost 
obliterated rememhnmce of the facts wliieh were 
ess(*ntial to lie known, rjxm tluir arrival in 
J)uhlin, applieation was nuuh* to those persons 
whom JVlr. A —y had named as his sehoolinasters 
and companions, together with the servants and 
neighbours of his fatlier. These, though examined 
separately, without having the least previous inti¬ 
mation of what the claimant had re]>ortcd, agreed 
in their accounts with him, as well as with one 
another, and mentioned many other ])eople as ac¬ 
quainted with the same facts, to whom j\lr. M— - 
had recourse, and still met with the same unvaried 
information. By these means, he made such pro¬ 
gress in his iiHjuiries, that, in less llian two iiioiitlis, 
no fewer than one hundi’ed jiersons, from different 
quarters of the kingdom, either personally, or by 
letti*rs, <-omniuiiieuted their knowdedge of the 
claimant, in declarations consonant with cm* ano- 
otlu'r, as well as with the accounts ho gave ol' 
liimseif. Several servants w’lio had lived with his 
lather, and been deceived with the story of his 
death, so industriously propagated by his uncle, no 
sooner heard of his being in Duldin, than they 


came from different parts of the country to hep 
him; and though great pains were taken to deceive 
them, they, nevertheless, knew him at first sight; 
some of them fell iqion their knees to tluiiik Heaven 
lor Ills preservation, embraced his legs, aud shed 
tears ot joy for liis return. 

Although liie conduct of his adversary, particu¬ 
larly in the above imuitioned prosecution, together 
with the evidence that already ajqaared, w'cre 
sufficient to convince all mankind of the truth of 

the claimant's pretensions, ISir. ISI-, in order hi 

he further satisfied, resolved to see how he would 
be received upon the sjiot where he was born; 
justly eoneluding, that if be w'as really an imjiostor, 
the bustard of a kitehen-weiu-h, produced in a 
country entirely possessed by liis enemy and Ins 
allies, he must lie looked upon in that ])lace with 
till* utmost detestation and contempt. 

'I’his his intention was no sooner known to the 
adverse l>arly, than their agents and friends from 
all quarters repaired to that ]>iace with all possible 
despatch, ami used all their iiifluimee with the peo- 
jile, in remonstrances, threats, and all the other 
arts they could devise, not only to discountenance 
the claimant iqion his arrival, Imt even to spirit up 
a mob to insult him. Notwithstanding these pre¬ 
cautions, and tlie servile awe and subjection in 
which tenants are kept by their landlords in that 
part of the eonntry, as soon as it was known that 
Mr. A —y approaeheil tlie town, the inhabitants 
crowded out in great muIUlndes to receive and 
welcome liim, and accompanied him intofown, with 
.. 'lamations, and otlier exjiressions of joy, inso- 
nmeh tliat the agents of his adversary durst not 
show' their faces. I'he sovereign of the corpora¬ 
tion, w’howas a partioul.ir creature ami favouriti* 
of the usurper, and whose all de])ended upon the 
issue of the I'liuse, was so eonscious of the stran¬ 
ger's right, and so mneli awed by tiie behaviour of 
tlie jieople, who knew' that coiiselousness, tliat he 
dul not think it safi* even to jireserve the apjiear- 
ance of neutralit} upon this oecasion, hut actually 
held tlie stirrup while Mr. A—y dismounted from 
his horse. 

.. IS sense of conviction in the people manifested 
itself still more jiowerfully when he returned to the 
same plac<* in the V‘ai J7-t-l, alxHit which lime 
Lord A —a being informed of Iiis resolution, deter- 
inineil again to lie hefoiehand with liini, and set out 
in ])ersoi). with his agents and friends, (some of 
whom w. re detacheil lieforc liini to ])ropare for 
his ree<’])tioiu) and indneed tlie peo]>le to meet him 
in a liod}, and accmnjiany him to town, with such 
expressions of welcome as tlu'y had before liestowed 
on liis m*j)hc\v; hut, in spite of all their art and 
int(*rest, he was suffered to jiass through the street 
in a mouniliil silence; and though several barrels 
of beer were ]>roduecd to court the favour of tlie 
]) 0 ])ulaee, the) laid no other effect than that ot 
drawing llieir ridicuk* ujion tlie donor; whereas, 
when Mr. A—}, twodu}s afterwards, appeared, all 
the inhabitants, with garUmds, streamers, music, 
and other ensigns of joy, crowded out to meet him, 
and ushered him into town with such demonstra¬ 
tions of pleasure and good will, that the noble peer 
found it convenient to hide himself from the resent¬ 
ment of his own ti*nants, the effects of which he 
must have severely felt, had not he been screened 

by the timely remonstrances of Mr. M- ^ and the 

other geutlenien who accompanied Ids competitor. 

Nor did his ajiprehcnsion vanish with the trans* 



rEREGIilNK PICKLR 


411 


action of this day; the town was aj^ain in n])roar 
on the Sunday following, when it W'as known tinit 
Mr. A—y intended to eome thither from Ounniain 
to churcli; tiiey went out to meet him as boibre, 
and conducted him to the church door \ulJi accla- 
inations, which terrified his uncle to such a deforce, 
that he tied with preeipitalion in a boat, and soon 
after entirely quitted the place. 

Jt would be almost an (mdless task to (*immt‘rati* 
the particular steps that were tjtken by om‘ side to 
promote, and by the other to dela\, tlie trial. 'J'he 
young gentleman's adversaries finding that tiiey 
could not, by all the fiubterfiigcs and arts they Imd 
used, evade it, repeated attempts were made to | 
assassinate him and liis protector; and every oh- 
Rtruetion thrown in the M’uy of his cause vhieh 
<‘raft eould invent, villainy execute, and undue ‘ j 
flueiice confirm. Hut all these dilliculties wt-re i 
siiniumnted by the vigilance, constauey, courage, 

and sagacity of M-; and, at last, the afiair vas 

brought to a very solemn trial at bar, which being 
eontinued, by several a<ljourumeuts, Irom the 
eleventh to tlie twenty-fifth day of N(>venil)er, a 
verdict v.is found for the claimant by a jury of g<‘u- 
tienieii, whieli, in ]»oint of leputation and pn>perty, 
cannot be easily juralleled in the annals of tii.it or 
. 1 !’} other country ; a jur}, that could by no uK'ans 
lie snspcch'd of ju’epos.sessions in favour of Mr. 
A y, to uhose person they were absolute stian- 
; espei 'ally if we eonsidm*, that a gentleman in 
tlu'ir mu'dibouihood, who was nepliew tolhefore- 
m iH, ami ne.uh related losoiue of the rest oTtlieir 
numbi'i, forKued a considerable estate by their 
tlceision. 

'i'his verdict, stud the ]>arKon, gave the highest 
s itisfaelion to all impartial persons that w’erewitlnn 
t(‘!i<*h of being duly iiifonm*d iif their proceedings, 
and of the diftenmt genius and conduct of the par¬ 
ties engaged in the contest, but more esjieeiaHy to 
' u'ij as wer«' in court, as 1 was, at llie trial, and had 
an opportunity of observing the characters and 
behaviour of tlu* jieisous who appeared tliere to 
gjve (“videnee. 'rosueh it was very api>arent, that 
ail tlie witnesses produced tliere on the part of the 
uncle, were either his teuauts, dejiendeuts, jiot- 
'■ompanious, or persons some way or odier inte- 
icstcd III the issue of the suit, and roniaiKahle for 
a low kind of cunning; that many <>f them were 
p*‘rsons of profiigate Iivc.s, who deserved iioen'dit ; 
tliat, inde)U‘i!dent of the levity of thi*ir etiaraeters, 
those oi'lheiu who went under the denomination of 
colonels, (('olouel —fts alone I'xeepted, who had 
iiotliing to sav, and was only brought tin re in <.ider 
to give credit to tluit jiarty,) imule so ridiculeiis a 
figure, and gave so iibsurcl, contradictory, and in¬ 
consistent an evidence, as no court or jury' could 
give the least degree of credit to. On the other 
band, it was obsi't-ved, that the nejihew and .Mr. 

I\l-^ his chief manager, being absolute strangers 

in that countr}, and unacquainted widi the cha¬ 
racters of the persoii.s they had to deal with, were 
obliged to lay before the court and jury sueli evi¬ 
dence as came to tlieir hand, some of whom plainly 
appeared to have been put upon tlieni by their ad¬ 
versaries with a <lesign to hurt. It was also mani¬ 
fest, that tlie witnesses jirodueed for Mr. A—\, 
wore such as eould have no manner of connexion 
with him, nor any dependence whatsoever upon 
him, to influence their evidence; for the far gi-eutest 
part of them had never se<*n him from Ids infancy 
till the trial liegan; and maiiv of llu'ui, tlu’iigli 


]K)or, and undignifi(*d with the title of colonels* 
were i)(*ople of unblemished character, of great 
siuiplicity, and such as no man in his senses would 
jyitch upon to support a bad cause. It is jdain tliat 
the Jury, whose well-kupw'ii honour, impurtialif}, 
and penetration, must be revered hv all who are 
aeijuuinted with them, were not under the least 
difficulty about their verdict; for they were not 
enclosed above half an hour, when they returned 
with it. These gentlemen could not help observ¬ 
ing the great inequality of the parties engaged, the 
great advantages that the uncle had in every other 
respect, exct'pt the truth and justice of his case, over 
the nephew, by nutans of his vast pos.sessions, and 
f his ])OWCT and influence all round the place of 
his birth ; nor could the contrast between the difte- 
rent geniuses of the two parties escape tbeir ob¬ 
servation. They eould not but see and conclude, 
that a ]iersori who had confessedly transjiorted and 
sold his orphan nejihcw into slavery—who, on his 
return, had carried on so unwarrantable and cruel 
a pioseeution to take away his life under colour of 
law, and wlio liad also given such glaring proofs of 
his skill and dexterity in the management of wit¬ 
nesses for that cruel purixise, was in like luaTimT 
capable ol‘ exerting the same happy talent on this 
oieasion, wlien his all was at stake; more espe¬ 
cially, as he laid so many others who were equally 
in1eiV.sted witli himself, and whose abilities in that 
respect fell nothing short of his own, to second him 
in it. The gentlemen of the jury hud also a near 
view of tlu' manner in winch the w itnesscs delivered 
their testimonu's, and had from thence an opiM)r- 
tunily of observing many circumstances, and dis¬ 
tinguishing eharacteristies of truth and falsehood, 
from whieli a great deal eould be gathered, that 
eould not be adeijuately conveyed by any jirinted 
account, how exact soever; eonse<pu*ntl}, they 
must have h(*en much better judg<‘s of the evidence 
on winch they foundi'd their verdict, than any per¬ 
son w lu' hud not the same opjiortunity, can jios- 
sihly he. 

Tliese, I\Ir. Tickle, were my reflections on what 
I had occasion to observe eoiieeruing that famous 
trial; and, on my return to England two yeai^s 
alter, 1 eould not help pitying the R(?lf-suffieieney 
(jf some ]K‘()|)le, who, at this dkstance, jirelended to 
]mss llieir jud/^iient on that verdict with as great 
positiveiiess as .f they had hi'on in the secrets of 
the cause, or u])on the jury who tried it; and that 
IVom no Ix'tter authority ihaii the deelainutioiis of 
Jx-id A -a's emissaries, and some falsified printed 
accounts, artfully cooked up <m jnirjiose to mislead 
and deceive. 

Hut to return from this digression. Lord A—a, 
the defmidaut in that cause, was so conscious of the 
streiicth and merits of his injured nephew’s case, 
and that a verdict would go against him, that he 
ordered a writ of eiTor to be made out before the 
trial was ended; and the verdict was no sooner 
given, than lie Immediately lodged it, though^ he 
w'cll knew he had no manner of error to assign. 
This expedient was practised merely for vexation 
and delay, in order to keefi Mr. A—y, from the 
possession of the small estate he had recovered by 
tlie \ erdiet, that, his slender funds being exhausted, 
lie might he dejirived of other means to prosecute 
his right; and by the most oppressive contrivances 
and scandalous chicanery, it has been kept up to 
this day, without his being able to assign the least 
shadow of . 11 ! \ error. 
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Lord A—a was not the only antagonist that Mr. 
A—y had to deal-with ; all the different branches 
jt the A—a family, wlio had been worryinj^ one 
another at law ever shiee the death of the lute Earl 
of A—a, about the partili^p of his ^reat estate, wore 
now firmly united in an association against this 
unfortunate gentleman; mutual deeds wore oxe- 
<'uted among them, by whieh many great lordsliips 
and estates were given up by the uncle to jiersons 
who had no right to possess tlj<*m, in order to en¬ 
gage them to side with him against his nephew, in 
witliholdingthe unjust possession of (lie remainder. 

These confederates having held several con¬ 
sultations against th(*ir common enemy, and hading 
that his cause gathered daily strength since the 
trial, by the accession of many witnesses of figure 
and reputation, who had not been heard of before, 
and tliat the only chance they had. to jirevcnt tlie 
speedy eslahlishment of Jils right, and their own 

destruction, was by strijiping i\lr. -of the 

little money that yet remained, and by' sfopjiing all 
further resource.s wlim-ehy lu‘ might l>e enabled to 
proceed; they therefore earne to a determined re¬ 
solution to <*arry that hojieful sehenu* into execu¬ 
tion ; and, m jmrsiiance thereof, they have left no 
<*vpedient or stratagem, how extraordinary or 
.scandalous soever, unpractiseil, to distress Mr. 
A —y and that gentleman. For that end, all the 
<>ppv(‘ssiv(* arts and dilatory expensive contrivances 
that the fertile invention of the lowest pettifoggers 
of the law could iio.ssibly devise, have with dexterity 
been played off against them, in fruitless (juibbling, 
and malicious suits, entirely foreign to the merits 
of the cause. Not to inerition numberless other 
acts of oppression, the most cxtraonlinary at.d un¬ 
precedented proc(*e(ling, by mean.s whereof this 
sham writ of error hath been Kept cm toot ever 
since November 17‘b*h is to me, said the doctor, a 
most flagrant instanci* not only of the prevalency 
of iiow’er and money (when einjdoyocl, in the jire- 
sent eu.se, against an unfortunate helpless man, dis¬ 
abled, as he is. of the means of ascertaining his 
right), hut of tlie badness of a cause, that hath 
recourse to so many luhiuitous exiiedierits to sup¬ 
port it. 

In a word, the whole conduct of Lord A—a and 
his party, from the beginning to this time, hath 
been such as sulliciently manifests that it could 
jirocced from no other motives than a eonscions- 
ncss of Mr. A—yV riglit, and of their own illegal 
usurjiations, and from a terror of trusting the 
merits of their case to a fair <lis( ussion by tli(‘ laws 
of their country ; and that the mtentu)n and main 
drift of all their jiroceediiigs plainly tends to stifle 
and smotlier the merits of the ea.se from the know¬ 
ledge of the world, by ojipressivearts and ingenious 
delays, rather tlian trust it to the candid determi- 
iiution of an honest jury. What else conid be the 
motives of kidnapping the claimant, and transport¬ 
ing him when an infant? of the various attempt.s 
made upon his life since his return ? of the at- 
temjits to divest him of all assistaiu-e to ascertain 
Ills right, by ondeavonring so solicitously to pre¬ 
vail on Mr. M-to abandon him in the begin¬ 

ning’ of retaining an army of counsel before any 
Slut had been comnienoed ? of the many sinister 
attempts to prevent the trial at bar? of the various 
arts niade use of to terrify any one from appearing 
as witness ibr tlie elaimunt, and to seduce tliose 
who had iijipeured? of the shameless, unprecedented, 
low tricks now practised, to keep him out of tbo 


I possession of that estate for which he had obtained 
the verdict, thereby to disable him from bringing 
his cause to a further hearing; and of the attempts 
made to buy u{> Mr. M— *.s debts, and to spirit 
up suits against him? it not obvious from all 
these circuiuslanees, as well as from the obstruction 
they have given to tlie attoniey-geuerars proceed¬ 
ing to make a r<‘port to his majesty ou tlie 
elaiinant's jK'tition to the king for llie peerage, 
wliich was relerred by his maje.sty to that gentle¬ 
man, so far hack as 174.% lluit all their efforts are 
bent to that one jioint, of stifling, rather than suf¬ 
fering the merits of this cau.se to come to a fair and 
candid hearing; and that the sole eonsideration at 
present Ijetween them and this unfortunate nian is 
not whether he is right or wrong, hut whetlier he 
shall or shall not tiiid mom-y to bring this cause to 
a final determination? 

Jiord A a and his confederates, not thinking 
themselves safe with all these exi)edients, while 
there was a possibility of their antagonist's olit.nn- 
ing any assi.stunee from sueii as iuimanif), I'oin- 
passion, generosity, or a love of ju.stice, inighf 
induce to lay ojien their jnirses to his assisiunee in 
ascertaining Ins right, have, by llieniselves .nid 
their numerous emissaries, (unployi'd all the arts <if 
calumny, slander, and detraetion against him, 1)\ 
traducing hi.s cause, vildying his person, and most 
basely and ernelly tearing lus eharaeter io piei'es, 
by a thoiLsand misropivsentutions, imqiosely iii- 
venled and induslnousiy jirojiagaled in all i»ia<*es 
of resort, which is a kind ol‘eov.ai(lly assa.ssination 
that there is no guarding against; yet, in spib* of 
all these machinations, and tlie shameful indifler- 
ence of mankintl, who stand aloof unconeenu'd, 
and see this utihaiipy gentleman most inhumanly 
opjiressed by the weight of law less jiower and fae- 

tioii, M-, far from suffering himself to be de- 

ji'cted by the multijilyiiig difllenlties that crowd 
uiam him, still eserls himself witli amazing forti¬ 
tude and iLssiduity, and w ill, I doubt not, linng the 
alfair he began and earned on w'itli so much spirit, 
while his finances lusted, to a happy eonelnsioii. 

It would exceed the bounds of ni\ intention, and. 
lierhap.s, tresi)as.s too inueli upon yoiir time, were 1 
to enumerate the low artifices and shumeful quib¬ 
bles by which the nsurjier ha.s found niean.s to 
procrastinate the <lecisi<jn of the contest between 
linn and his hapless nephew, or to gi\e a detail of 

the damage and perplexity w hicli Mr. M-has 

sustained, and iieen rnolved in by the tn'iudiery 
and ingratitmle of stmie who listed tliein.selves un¬ 
der liim, in the jire.^ecution of this affair, and by 
the viiluny of others, wlio, under various prefeiiees 
of material discoveries they had to make, &.e. had 
fastened iheniseives upon him, and continued to do 
idl the miseiiief in their jiower, until the cloveu 
foot was detected. 

One instance, liowever, is so flagrantly flagiti- 
ou.s, tliat I cannot resist the inclination 1 feel to 
relate it, as an example of the nio.st infernal perfidy 
that perhaps (‘ver entered tlielmnian heart. I liave 
already mentioned the pait which H—n acted in 
the beginning of M-'s connexion with the un¬ 

fortunate stranger, and hinted *''at the said II—n 
lay under many obligations to thin gentleman be¬ 
fore Mr. A- y’s arrival in England. He bad been 
eluef agent to Lord A--a, and, us it afterwards 
apjieared, received several payments of a secret 
pension wbieh that lord enjoyed, for which he 
either could not or would not account. His lord- 



rEUKOlllNK riCKLK 


41d 


gWp, therefore, in order to comp(*l him to it, took 
out writs against him, and his house was ooutinually 
surrounded with culchpoles for the space of two 
whole years. 

Mr. J\l“-hoUeving, from 11—n’s ow'n account 

of the matter, tliat the poor man w'as greatly in¬ 
jured, and prosecuted on aecoiiiit of his attachment 
to the unhappy young gentleman, did him all the 
go{»d otiices in his power, and hccainc security tor 
him on several occasions; nay, such was his 
opinion of his integrity, that, after Mr. A— y was 
cleared of the prosecution carried on against him 
by his uncle, his person was trusted to tiie care of 
this hypocrite, who desired that the young gentle¬ 
man might lodge at his housi* for the convenience 

of air, M-’s own occasions calling him oftim 

into the country. 

Having thus, by his consummate dissimulation, 
acijuircd such a vuiuable charge, he wTote a letter 
to one of Lord A—a’s attorneys, ollering to helray 
Mr. A—y, ])rovided his hirdship would settle liis 
account, and give him a discharge for eight hun¬ 
dred pounds of the pension, whieli he had received, , 
and not accounted for. Mr. M-- -, informed of 

this treacIuTous proposal, immediately removed 
his l(jdgcr from his house into his own, witliout as¬ 
signing his reasons for so doing, until In* was 
obliged to declare it, in order to free himwdf from 
the importunities of 11—n, wiio earnestly solicited 
his return. This miscreant finding himself de¬ 
tected and disap])ointed in his villanous design, was 
so much enraged at his miscarriage, that, forgetting 

all tlie benefits he had received from M-for a 

scries of years, he practised all the mischief that 
his malice could contrive against him; and at 
length entered into ii confederacy with one 
G—St- -cy, and several other abandoned wretches, 
who, as before said, under various pretences of 
being able to make material discoveries, and other¬ 
wise to serve the caust*, had found means to he em- 
]»Ioyed in some extra business relating to it, though 
their real intention w'as to betray the claimant. 

'‘Phese <‘onlederates, in conjundion with some 
other auMliaries of ml'amous cliaraeter, htung in¬ 
formed tliat Mr. M-was on tlu* ])oint t'f secur¬ 

ing a considerable sum, to <‘nahle liim to prosecute 
Mr. A—y’s right, and to bring it to a happy 
coju’hision, contrived a deep-laid scheme to di.sa]>- 
point him in it. and at once to ruin the eause. And, 
])rcvi()us measures being taken for that wicked 
pur]M)sc, they impoM'd upon the young gentleman’s 
inexperience and credulitv, by insinuations equally 
false, plausible, and malicious; to which tliey at 
length gained his belief, by tlie mention of some 
circumstances that gave w hat liicy alleged an air of 
probability, and even of truth. 'Phe} swore that 

Mr. M-had takem out an action against him 

for a \ery large sum of money; that they hud 
aetually seen the writ; that the intention of it was 
to throw him into prison for life, and ruin his cause, 
in eonseijuenoc of an agreement made by him with 
Lord A- - a, and his other enemies, to retrieve the 
money that he had laid out in the eause. 

This plausible tale was enforced with such an air 
of truth, candour, and eaniest concern for his safety, 
and was strengthened by so many imprecations ami 
corroborating cireumslanees of their invention, a.s 
would have staggered one of much greater experi¬ 
ence and knowledge of mankind than Mr. A—y 
could he supposed at thafrtime. The notion ot y«*r“ 
petuai imprisonment, and the certain ruin they 


made him beli(*ve his cause was threatened with, 
worked upon his imagination to such a degree, that 
he suliered himself to he led like a lamb to the 
slaughter by this artful band of villains, who 
secreted him at the lodgings of one Pr—nt—cc, an 
intimate of (j—st—ey's, for several days, under 
colour of liis being hunted by bailiffs employed by 
Mr. M--- , where he was not only obliged by 
them to change his name, but even his wife w’avS 
not suffered to have access to him. 

Their design was to have sold him, or draw’n him 
into a ruinous compromise with liis adversarii'S, for 
a valuable consideration to themselves. Put as no 
ties are binding among such a knot of villains, the 
rest of the conspirators were jockied by G—st—cy, 
who, in order to monopolize the advantage to him¬ 
self, Imrried his prize into the country, and secreted 
Imn even irom his confederates, in a place of con¬ 
cealment one hundred miles from London, under 

the same ridiculous pretence of M-’s having 

taken out a writ against him, and of bailiffs being 
in pursuit of him everywhere round London. 

lie was no sooikt there, tlian G—st—cy, as a 
previous step to the other villany he intended, 
tricked him out of a bond for six thousand pounds, 
under colour ofhis having aperson rcaily to a<lvance 
the like sum uynin it, as an immediate fund for 
carrying on lus eause; assuring him, at the same 
time, that he had a set of geulieinen ready, who 
were willing to advance iwcnty-live thousand 
pounds more for the same purpose, and to allow 
him five hundred pounds a-year for his mainte¬ 
nance, till liis eause should be made uu end of, 

jirovided that Mr. M-sliould have no further 

concern with him and his cause. 

Mr. A--y, having by this time received some 
intimations of the deceit that had been ]»nt nimn 
him, made answer, that he should look iqnm him¬ 
self as a v<»ry ungrateful monster indeed, if he de¬ 
serted a ])erson who ha<l saved his life, and so 
generously ventured his own, together with his 
fortune, in his cause, until he should first be certain 
of the truth of what wuis alleged of him, and abso¬ 
lutely rejected the proposal. G—st“-ey, who had 
IK) other view in makingit, tluin to cover the secret 
villany lie meditated against him, and to famlilate 
tlie execution thereof, easil} ri'teded from it, when 
he found Mr. A—y so averse to it, and under¬ 
took nevertheless to raise tlu* money, adding, tliat 

he might if he pleas<‘d, return to Mr. M- when- 

ever it was secured. 'Hie whole drift of this yuv- 
temled undertaking to raise the tw enty-h' e tliousand 
pounds, was only to lay a foundation for a dexter¬ 
ous contrivance to draw Mr. A—y unwanlv into 
the execution of a deed, relinquishing all his right 
and title, under a notion of its being a deed to se¬ 
cure the reyniymcnt ol that sum. 

G—st—-cy having, as he imagined, so far paved 
the w'uy lor the cx<‘cution of such a deed, euterh into 
an agreement with an agent, enipIo}ed for tliat 
purpose by Mr. A—}’s adversaries, ymryiorting, 
that, in consideration of the payment of a bond lor 
six thousand pounds, which he, Cr-—st—ey, had, as 
he preteuded, laid out in Mr. A—y’fi cause, and of 
an annuity of seven hundred yiounds a-ycar, he was 
to yirocure for them from Mr. A— y a dc(‘(l ready 
executed, n llnquishing all right and title to the 
A— a estate and honours. Every thing being 
prepared tor the cxi'cution of this infernal scheme, 
unknown to Mr. A—y, (i—st—ey then thought 
yiropcr to send for him to towu from his retirement. 
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in order, as )io. pretended, to execute a security of 
twenty-five thousand pounds. 

This intended victim to tliat villaiu’s avarice no 
sooner arrived in town, full of liopes of money to 
carry on his cause, and of agreeably surprising his 

friend and protector JVlr. M-, with so seasonable 

and unexpected a reintbroenicnt, than an iinhire- 
seen diflieulty arose, concerning the ]jaynient of 
(j —st—ey’s six tliousand pound bond. 'I'iiat inoiu” 
was to liave been raised out of the estatcMif a lunatic, 
which could not be done without the leave of the 
(yourt of (Jhaneery, to whom an aecount must have 
been given of the intended application of it. VVhiU* 
preparations were making to rectify this omission, 
(j —St —ey immediately carried Mr. A—y again 
into the country, lest he should happen to be unde¬ 
ceived by some means or other. Jn tlie mean tune, 
this wicked machination was providentially disco¬ 
vered hy JVIr. M—, before it eonid be carrieil into 
execution, by means of the jealousies that arose 
among the conspirators thcmschcs; and was, at 
the same time,confirmed to him by a jierson whom 
the very agent for the A—a parly had intrusted , 
with the secret. M—— no sooner delc<'fe(l it, than 1 
he commuTiicaU'd his discovery to one of Mr. A —y's | 
counsel, a man of great worth, and immedialelN ; 
thereupon took jiroper measures to defeat it. lie i 
then found means to lay open to Air. A- y himself ‘ 
the treacherous scheme that was laid for his destruc¬ 
tion. lie was higlily sensible of it, and could never ; 
afterwards reflect on the snaic that he had so un- | 
warily been draw'ii into, and bad so narrowly ! 
escaped, without a mixture of horror, sliame, and | 
grafitudc to his <U*Iiv«T<*r. | 

The eonsuinmale assurance of llie Tnonslm-s who ! 
were engaged in this plot, after they liad been de- 1 
teeted, ami tipbraulod with iheir treachery, is searc(* ! 
to he paralleled ; for they not onU owned tlie I'aet of i 
8 ]>iriting Mr. A—y away in the manner aliove I 
mentioned, but jnslified their doing it as tending | 
to Ins scr. .ce. 'riicN also niaintiuned, that they had i 
actually seeured the t\UMity-fi\e thousand jtounJs I 
for him, thoiigb 1he> neser eould name any one 
person who was to have advatieed the money. No \ 
man was more active m this scheme than II—n, Tior 1 
any man more solieilous tt) kecj> Mr. A —s iqi in | 
the false iinjires.siohs he }ia<l leceived. or in jiroject- j 
k.g methods to rnin Ills iirotector, than he. 

Among many other expcduaits for that purpose, 
a most malicious attempt was made to lodge an 
information against Inn., foi treasonable ])racticcs, 
wdth the secretary of state, notw ithslanding the re¬ 
peated proofs be had given of his knally and, as 
a preparatory step to his accusation, a letter, which 
this traitor dictated, was copied by another jierson, 
and actually sent to the Earl of C—d, importing, 
that the person who copi^'d tlie letter had an affair 
of conse(|nence to coiuniiuneate to bis lordship, if 
he would a]>point a time of receiving the informa¬ 
tion. Jlut that person, U])on full couvietioii of the 
villany of the scheme, absolutely refused to pro¬ 
ceed further in it; so that his inaliee omre more 
proved abortive; and before he had time to 
execute any other contrivance of the same nature, 
he was inipri.soiied in this very jail tor debt. 

Here, finding his creditors inexorable, and him¬ 
self destitute of all other resource, he made appliea* 
Tion to the very man whom he had injured in such 
an outrageous manner, set forth his deplorable ease 
in the most pathetic terms, and entreated him, w’itli 
the most abject humility, to use his influence in his 


behalf. The distre.ss of tliis varlet immt‘diately 

disarmed AT-of bis r(‘sentineiit, and even 

excited his compassion. Without sending any 
answer to his remonstrances, he interceded for him 
with his cretlitors; and the person to whom he w'as 
chiefly indebted, refusing to relea.so him without 
security, this unwearied lienefactor joined with the 
prisoner in a bond for above two hundred and fort> 
})ounds, for w’hich he obtained his release. 

He was no sooner discharged, however, than he 
entered into fresh eombiuations with G—.si—ey 
and others, in order to thwart ins deliverer in bis 
schemes of raising money, and otlierw ise to distress 
and deprive him of liberty ; for which purpose, no 
art or industry, ]K‘rjury not exe<‘[)ted, hath heeii 
.sjiarecl. And, what is still more extraordinary, this 
perfidious monster having ionnd money to take up 
the bond, in eons(>(jucnec of w hich he regained his 

freedom, hath ]>rocnred a writ against M-, upon 

that very obligation; and taken assignments to 
some other debts of that gentleman, with the same 
Christian intention. Hut hith<*rto he hath, by sur¬ 
prising sagacity and unshaken resolution, baffled 
all their infernal conlrivance.s, and retorted soim* of 
their machinations on their own lieads. At this 
time, when he is supposed by sonu*,and reptesented 
by others, as under tin* <*ireumstances of oblivion 
and dcspoiidenee, he ju’oceeds in Ins design with 
the utmost calmness and intrejndity, meditating 
seiiemes, and ripening measures, that will one day 
confound his enemu‘.s, and attract the notice and 
admiration of mankind." 

I’eregrine, having lhanked the priest for Ins 
obliging information, exjiressdl Ins surprise at tlie 
scandalous inaltenfien of the worhlloun affair of 
sneh jnijKU’taiiee ; ohser\ ing, (hat, by su<’h inhuman 
neglect, this unfortunate young gentleman, Mr. 
A y, was absolutely d<*pnv<*d of* all the beiu'fit 
of society ; tlie sole end of which is, to ]>roteet tlie 
rights, redress the grievances, and i>romo(e the 
hapjiiness of nnln idnais. As for iln* oharaeler of 
M-■ , lie si'.d, It was so romanti<’all^ singular m 

all its cireumst.inees, that, though other motives 
were waiHing, euriositj alone would induce him to 
S(*ek his amiuiuilaiife Hut he dul not atall wonder 
at tin* ungiateful veSurns wliieli had lK*eu made to 
his gem■roM 1 ^ by II -~n and many otheis, whom 
he laul served in a manner that few, besides himself, 
would liave done ; f >r he had been long coinineed 
of the frnlh coin eyed in these lines of a celebrated 
Jlalian .lutlior : 

Li Ociitja-i/, chv per la luro prandezza, von puonno 
cs.scr (inidniionaf/, con la scclcmla moneia dell' tngra- 
liind/nCy suno jKojali. 

** 'I'he story which you have related of that young 
gentleman," said he, “ bears a very strong re.sciu- 
bhniee to the fate of a Spanish nobleman, as it was 
communicated to me by one of Ins own intimate 
friends at Furis. The Countess d’Alvarez died 
immediately after the birth of a son, and the hus¬ 
band surviving her but three years, the child was 
left sole heir to the honours and estate, under the 
guardiaiishi]) of bis uncle, who bad a small fortune 
and a great many children. This inhuman relation, 
coveting the w’calth of his infant ward, formed a 
design against the life of thi* helpless or])han, and 
trusted the execution of it to his valet-de-chamhre, 
who was tem])ted to uiKlertake the murder by the 
promise of a considerable reward. He accordingly 
stabbed the boy with a. knile in three ditferent 
nlaces, on the right side of his neck; but, as he 
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was not used to snch barbarous atu-mpts, bis 
liaud failed in the performance ; ami he was seized 
with such remorse, that, ])erceiving the wounds 
were not mortal, he earrit*d the hapless victim to 
the house of a surgeon, by whose care they were 
healed; and, in llu* mean time, that he might not 
forfeit iiis recomjiense, found means to persuade his 
employer, that lus orders were performt‘d. A 
bundle being made up for t!ie purjxise, was publicly 
interred ns the body of the eliild, who was said to 
have been been suddenly earned off by a convul¬ 
sion ; and the uncle, without ojiposition, succeeded 
to his honours and estate. I'he boy being cured of 
his iiurts, was, aliout the age of six, delivered, with 
u small sum of money, to a inerehant just embark¬ 
ing lor Turkey ; who was given to understand, 
that he was the bastard of a man of ijuality; and 
that for family reasons, it was necessary to conceal 
his birtli. 

VV'liile the unfortunate orphan remained in this 
deplorable state of bondage, all the children of the 
uMirper died one after another •, and he himself 
heing tak(‘n dangerously ill, attrilmled all Ins alllic- 
tions to tlie just judgment of (Jod, and coinnumi- 
cated his anxiety on that subject to the \al(‘t-de- 
chambre, who had Iwen employed in the murder 
of his ncjdiew. 'I'hat donu'slie, in order to <jiuet his 
master’s conscience, and calm tin* perturbation of 
his spirits, confessed what he had done, and gave 
him ho]>eH of still finding the boy b\ dint of in¬ 
dustry and expense. The unliappy child being the 
only hope of the family of Alvarez, the uncle imme¬ 
diately ordered a minute imjuiry to he set on foot; 
in conse(pienee of wliich he was infonnt'd, that tlu* 
orphan had been sold to u Turk, who Iiad after¬ 
wards transferred him to an English merchant, by 
whom he was conveyed to Loinlon. 

An express was immediately despatched to this 
capital, where he under'itood that the unhappy 
exile had, in consideration of Ids faithful services, 
been hound ajipreulice to a b'rench harher-surgeoii; 
and, after he had sudicienlly qualified liimself in 
that profession, been received into the family of 
the (lount de (lallas, at tliat lime the Kmperor’s 
ambassador at the court of iiondon. From the 
hoiLSe of this nobleman he was traced intt) the ser- 
vicM* of ('omit d'fjberstorf, when- he had married 
his lady's ehanihennaid, and then gone to settle as 
a surgeon in Bohemia. 

In the course of tli(‘se inquiries, several y(‘:irs 
elapsed; his uncle, who was very iniieh attached 
to the house of Austria, lived at Baieeloua, where 
the father of this JCmpress (imam resided in that 
city, and lent him a very eousiderable sum of 
money in the most pressing emergency of his 
affairs; and when that priuci* was on the ]>(>int of 
returning to Germany, the old (kmnt, liuding his 
end approaching, sent his father confessor to his 
majesty, with a cireumstantial aeeouiit of the 
barbarity he hinl practised against hi.> nephew, for 
which he implored forgiveness, and begged he 
would give orders, that the orphan, when found, 
should inherit tlie chgiiities and fortune w’hicli he 
had unjustly usuriied. 

His majesty assured the old man, that he might 
make himself easy on that si’ore, and ordered the 
confessor to follow him to Vienna, immediately 
after the Count’s death, in order to assist his en¬ 
deavours in finding out the injured heir. 'Tlie 
priest did not fail to jield obedience to this com¬ 
mand. lie informed himself of certain natural 


marks on the young (count’s body, which were 
known to tlu* nurse and women who attended him 
ill his infancy; and, with a gentleman -whom the 
Krnperor ordered to accompany him, set out for 
Bohemia, w luTc he soon found tlie object of his 
iiujuiry, in tlie capacity of major domo to a noble¬ 
man of that country, he having quilbid his profes¬ 
sion of surgery for tliat office. 

lie was not a little surjirised, when he found 
himself circumstantially catechised about the par¬ 
ticulars of his life, by persons commissioned for 
that purpose by the Emperor, lb* told them, that 
he wuis absolutely ignorant of ins owm birth, though 
be hud been inlornied, during his residence in 
Turkey, that he was the bastard of a {Sjianisli 
grandee, and gave them a minute detail of the jul- 
grimage he had undergone, 'This information 
agreeing with the intelligenee which the priest had 
already received, and being corroboratt*d by the 
marks upon liis body, and the very sears of the 
wounds which had been inflicted upon him in his 
infaue},tlie confessor, without further hesitation, 
saluted liim liy the name of Gount d’Alvarez, 
grandee of Spam, and cxjduined the whole mystery 
of his fortune. 

If he was agreeably amazed at this explanation, 
the case was otherwise with his wite, who thought 
liersell’ in great danger of being abandoned by an 
Imsbaiul of sucli high rank ; but lie imiuediately 
dispelled her apprehension, by assuring her, tlial, 
as she hiul shared in Ins adversity, she should aNo 
partake oi’ his good fortune. lie set out imme¬ 
diately for Vienna, to make his acknowledgments 
to the Emperor, who favoured Inm with a very 
gracious reception, promised to use his influence, 
so liiat he might eiij<»y the honours and estate of Ins 
family, and in the nn’an time acknowh'dged himself 
his (lel)tor for four hundred thousand florins, w hieli 
he had borrowed from his uncle, lie threw him¬ 
self at tlie feet of Ins august protector, expressed 
The most grateful sense of his goodm‘ss, and b<‘gged 
he might lie permitted to settle in some of his lia- 
peiial Alajestj’s dominions. 

This rcxpiest was immediat<'ly granted; he w'as 
allowed to purchase laud lu any jiart of the here¬ 
ditary dominions of tlu* liousi* of Austria, to tiie 
amount of the sum I ha\e mentioned; and made 
elioiee of the country of Hatibor in bilcsia, where, 
in all jirobahility, he still resides.” 

I’eregrine had scarce tinish<*d the narrative, w lien 

he perceived Mr. M-slip something into the 

hand of the young man with w’hom he had been 
<*onversing at the tither end of the room, and rise 
iqi from llie table in order to take his lea^e. lie 
at once uiuUrstood the meaning of this conveyance, 
and longed for an opportunity to he acquainted 
with sucli a rare instance of primitive benevolence; 
but the consciousness of his present situation hin¬ 
dered him from making any advance that might 
be construed into forw’urdncss or presunqition. 

CHATTER XCIX. 

He m Rurprised w Uli tlie Appearance of Hatchway and Pipes, 

wlu> take np llu-ir Halatation in bis Nt‘i};bboiubood, con¬ 
trary to his Inclinanon and express Desire. 

now regularly initiated in the mysteries of 
the Fleet, and rce<mciled in some measure to the 
customs of the place, he began to bear the edge of 
refleelion without wincing; and thinking it would 
he highly iin])rudent iu him to defer any longer 
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the purposes by vUicb only he could enjoy any 
ease and satisfaction in his confinement, he resolved 
to resume his task, of translating, and every week 
compose an occasional paper, by way of revenge 
upon the minister, against whom he had denounced 
eternal war. With this view, he locked himself up 
in his chamber, and went to work with great 
eagerness and application; when he w'as interrupted 
by a ticket porter, who, putting a letter in his 
hand, vanished in a moment, before he hud time to 
peruse the contents. 

Our hero, opening the billet, was not a little 
surprised to find a hank note for fifty i)onnds, en¬ 
closed ill a blank slieet of paper; and having 
exercised his memory and penetration on the subject 
of this unexpected windfall, had just concluded, 
that it could come from no other hand than the 
lady who had so kindly visited him a few days 
before, when his ears were suddenly invaded by 
the well known sound of that wliistle which always 
hung about tiie neck of Pipes, as a memorial of his 
tbnner occui>afion. This tune heirig iH'rl<)rme(l, 
he heard the noise of a wooden k‘g ascending tlie 
stair; upon which he opened his door,and beheld his 
friend Hatchway, with his old .shiimuite at his hack. 

After a cordial shake oftlie hand, with tin* usual 
saliitutiou of, “ What ehe 

.lack sealed himself without ceremony; and casting 
his ejes around the apartment, “Split my top- 
sta^.'.ail,” said he, with an arch .sneer, “you have 
got into a snug berth, eousin. Here you may sit all 
weathers, without being turned out to take }our 
watch, and no fear of the ship’s dragging her 
anchor. You han’t much room to span*, ’tis true. 
An’ I had known as how you stoweil so close, 'Pom 
should have slung my own hammoek for )ou, 
and then you inought have knocked down this 
great lubberly hurricane house. Rut, mayliap, you 
turn in double, and so you don’t choose to trust 
yourself aud your doxy to a clew and canvas.” 

Jhckle bore hi.s Jokes with great good humour, 
rallied him iii his turn about the dah’y-maid at liie 
garrison, inquiring about his friends in the country, 
asked if lie bad been to visit his ni(‘ce, aud, finally, 
expressed a desire of knowing the cause of his 
journey to London ? The lieutenant satisfied his 
curiosity in all thesi* particulars; and, in answer to 
the last question, observed, that, fiom llu* iiiforina- 
tion of Jhj)es, understanding he was land-locked, 
he had come from the country in order to tow'- bun 
into the offing. “ 1 know not how tin* wind sets,” 
said he, “ hut if .so be as tliree thousand pounds 
will bring you clear of llu* cape, say tlie w'ord, and 
you shan’t lie wind-bound aiiotlu*!’ glass for want 
of the money.” 

'’J'his was an offer which few people in our hero’s 
situation would have altogether refused, esjiecially 
as he had all the reason in the world to believe, 
that, far from being a vain unmeaning eomiiliinent, 
it was the genuine tribute of friendship, wliicli the 
lieuteuant would have willingly, aye, and with 
pleasure, paid. Nevertheless, Peregrine peremp¬ 
torily refused his assistance, though not without 
expressing himself in terms of acknowledgment 
suitable to the oceasion. He told him, it would be 
time enough to make use of his generosity, when 
he should find himself destitute of gill other resource. 
Jack employed all his rhetoric, with a view of 
persuading him to take this opportunity to procure 
nis own enlargement; an^ finding his arguments 
ineffectual, insisted upon his accepting an Immediate 


supply for Ins necessary occasions; swearing with 
great vehemence, that he would never eturn to 
the garrison, unless he w'ould put him upon the 
footing of any other tenant, and receive his rent 
ueeordingly. 

Our young gentleman as po.sitively svuwe, that 
he never would consider him in that light; re¬ 
monstrating, that he had long ago .settled the hou.se 
upon him for life,as a pledge of hi.s own e^teein, as 
well as in conformity' with the commodore’s desire; 
and beseeching him to return to his usual avocations, 
protested that, if ever his situation should sul)jt*ct 
him to the necessity of horrow'ing from liis friends, 
JMr. Hatchway should be the first man to whom he 
would api)Iy himself for succour. To convince him 
that this was not the case at present, he produced 
tlie bank note which he had received in tlie letter, 
together with bis own ready money'; and mentioned 
some other funds, which he invented extempore, in 
order to amuse the lieutenant’s concern. Jn the 
close of this expostulation, he desired Ifipes to 
conduct Mr. Hatchway' to the coffeehouse, where 
he might amuse himself w'ith the new'spai>er for ^ 
half an liour; during which lie would ])ut on his 
elollies, ami bespeak something for dinner, that 
they might enjoy each other's company as long as 
easions w oul<l iiermit him to stay in that place. 

'The two sailors w’ere no sooner gone, than he 
took up the pen, and wrote the following letter, in 
which he enclosed the bunk note to his generous 
benefactress : 

“ Madam,— Your huummly is not more in;»rinous lluin 
inv suspicion In vain you atti'iupt to impose upon me hy 
.in Alt ol t'cnerohity, which no peison upon earth but your 
liuljship is e.ipahle of coinniitliiii; Though your name was 
ni)t subsctiln 0 on tlic pujicr, join sontniicnts wcie iully dis* 
pi.iU'U in the contents which I must 1 >l'k lease to lesiore, 
wiiJi the sanu-sense of gr.ilitu(le, and fm tin same reasons 
] expressed wlieii last 1 had the lionour to converse with you 
upon tills subject 'I'houttli I am depiived oI my libcitv by 
the villany and itigratiliuh ol mankind. I am not yet dcstnute 
of tlie other eonvenicnccR o! hie, and thtieUm- l)ey to be 
exensed lor incurnn^ .m umiecessary aihiition to that io.id 
oi nhlipatinn you ii.ivc .tlieady l.iid upon, Mad.im youv lady- 
siu]>'s most <l<'\ute(l Immble servant 

“ Pi' KLoni'jji Picubt “ 

Having drcs.sed himself, and repaired to the 
place of appointment, he despatcheil this epistle by 
tilt* liaiid.s of Pipt's, who w'as ordered to !eav<» it at 
her ladysliip'-s house, witliout staying for an answer; 
and in the mean tune gave directions tor dinner, 
w'hich lie and his friend Hatchway ate very cheer- 
fhlly in Ids own apartment, after he had entertained 
him with a.sight of all the curiosities in the place. 
During their repast, .Jack reiieated his kiinl oilers 
to our adventurer, who declined them wdtli his 
former obstiuaey, and begged be might be no more 
importuned on that subject; but if he in.sisted upon 
giving some fresh proofs of his friendsliiji, he 
might have an oiqiortunity of exhibiting it in taking 
lfip<*s under his care and jirotectlon; for nothing 
iffeeleil him so much as his inability to provide 
for such a faithful adherent. 

The lieutenant desired he would give Idrnwelf n-i 
trouble upon that score; he being,of Ins owm accord. 
piU'fectly well disposed to befriend bis old ship¬ 
mate, who should never want while he had a shilling 
to spare. Rut he began to drop some hints of ac 
intention to fix his quarters in tlie Fleet, observing, 
that the air seemed to be very good in that place, 
and that he was tired of living in the country 
What he said did not amount to a plain declaration 
and therefore Peregrine did not answer it as such, 
though he perceived his drift; and took an oppoT- 
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timity of describing the inconveniences of the 

lace, in such a manner as, he hoped, ^ould deter 

im from putting such on extravagant plan in 
execution. 

This expedient, however, far from answering the 
end proposed, had a quite contrary effect, and 
furnished Hatchway with an argument against his 
own unwillingness to quit such a disagreeable place. 
In ail probability. Jack would have been more 
explicit with regard to the scheme he had proposed, 
if the conversation had not been interrupted by the 
arrival of Oadwallader, who never failed in the 
performance of- his diurnal visit. Hatchway, con- 
jeeluring that this stranger might liave some private 
business with his friend, quitted the apartment, on 
pretence of taking a turn; and meeting l’ip(*s at i 
the door, desired his company to tlie Rare, by which 
name the open space is distinguished; where, during 
a course of perambulation, these two companions 
held a council upon Pickle; in c(>nse(jut*nce of 
which it was determined, since he olistinately per¬ 
sisted to refuse their assistance, that they sfiould 
take lodgings in his ucighbourliood, with a view 
of* being at hand to minister unto his occasions, in 
spite of his false delicacy, accordiug to the emer¬ 
gency of liis affairs. 

This resolution being taken, they consulted the 
bar-keepiT of the coffee-house about lodging, tiiid 
she directed them to the warden; to whom the 
lieutenant, in his great wisdom, represented himself 
as a kinsman to Peregrine, who, rather than leave 
that young gentleman by himself to the unavoid¬ 
able discomforts of a ju'ison, was inclined to keej) 
him company, till such time as Ins affairs could be 
put in oitier. This measure he t!ie more anxiously 
desired to take, becans(‘ the prisoner w'as sometimes 
subject to a disordered imagination, upon whieb 
occasion be stood in need of i-xtraordinary attend¬ 
ance; and therefore be, the lii’utenant, entreated 
the warden to accommodate him with a lodging for 
himself and his servant, for which he was reatlv to 
make any reasonable acknowledgment. The war¬ 
den, who was a sensible and humane man, could 
not llelp applauding his resolution; and several 
rooms being at that time unoccupied, he put him 
immediately in possession of a couple, which were 
forthwith prepared for his reception. 

This affair being settled to his satisfaction, he 
desjmtched Pijies for his portmanteau ; and, return¬ 
ing to the coff'ie-liouse, found Peregrine, with whom 
he spent the remaining part of the eveniug. Our 
hero, taking it for granted tiiat he proposed to set 
out for the garrison next day, wrote a memoran¬ 
dum of some hooks which he had left in that habi¬ 
tation, and which he now desired Jack to send up 
to town by the waggon, directed for Mr. Crabtree. 
He cautioned him against giving the least hint of liis 
misfortune in the neighbourhood, that it might re¬ 
main, as long as possible, concealed from the know¬ 
ledge of his sister, who, he knew, would afflict 
herself immoderately at the news, nor reach the 
ears of the rest of liis family, who would exult and 
triumph over his distress. 

Hatchway listened to bis injunctions with great 
attention, and promised to demean himself accord¬ 
ingly. Tlien the discourse shifted to an agreeable 
recapitulation of the merry scenes they had for¬ 
merly acted together. And tlie evening being 
pretty far advanced. Peregrine, with seeming re¬ 
luctance, told him that the gates of the Fleet would 
in a few minutes be sliut for the night, and that 


there was an absolute necessity for his withdrawing 
to his lodging. Jack repU^ that he could not 
think of parting with him so soon, after such a long 
separation; and that he was determined to stay 
with him an hour or two longer, if he should be 
obliged to take up his lodging in the streets. 
Pickle, rather than disoblige his guest, indulged 
him in his desire, and re'iolved to give him a share 
: of liis own bed. A pair of chickens and asparagus 
were besjmke for supper, at wliich I’ipes attended 
with an air of internal satislactiou; and the bottle 
was bandied about in a jovial manner till midnight, 
wlieii the lieutenant rose up to take his leave, ob¬ 
serving, that, being fatigued with riding, he was 
inclined to turn in. i'ipes, upon this intiniaiion, 
produced a laiithorn ready lighted; and Jack, 
shaking his entertainer by the hand, wished him 
good night, and iiromised to visit him again betimes 
in the morning. 

Per<‘griiie, imagining that Ins behaviour pro¬ 
ceeded from the wine, which he had plentiiully 
(Inmk, toUl him, that, if lie was disjioscd to sleep, 
his bed w'as ready pnqiared in the room, and 
ordered his attendant to undress his master; upon 
wliieli Mr. Hatchway gave him to understand, lliat 
he hud no occasion to incommode his friend, having 
already provided a lodging for himself; and the 
young gentleman demanding an explanation, lie 
frankly owned wiial he had done, Ra)ing, “You 
gave me such a dismal account of the plueis that i 
could not think of leaving you in it witluml com¬ 
pany.” Our young gentleman, who was naturally 
impatient of benefit.s, and f* .esaw tliat this uneom- 
mon instance of llateliMMyV friendship would en¬ 
croach upon tile plan which lie hud formed for liis 
own snbsisfeuce, i>y engrossing his time and atten¬ 
tion, so as that he should not bo able to prosecute 
his labours, closeted the lieutenant next day, and 
doinon.strated to him the folly and ill consequences 
of the stej) he had taken. He observed, that the 
world ill genm'al W'ould look u)»on it as the effect 
of mere madness; and, if his relations were so dis¬ 
posed, they miglit make it the foundation for a 
statute of lunacy against him; that his absence from 
the garrison must!«' a very great detriment to his 
jirivate affairs ; and, lastly, that his pn-senee in the 
Fleet would he a very great lundnince to i’ickle 
Iiimself, whose hope of regaining his liberty alto¬ 
gether depend(‘d upon bis being detached from all 
company and iiiterrujitioii. 

To these remonsti'anees Jack replied, that, as to 
the oj)inion of the world, it w’us no more to him 
than a rotten net-line; and if his relations liad a 
mind to have his upper works condemned, he did 
not doubt but he should be able to stand the survey, 
without being declared unfit for service; that he 
had no affairs at the garrison, but such as would 
keep cold; and with regard to rickl(‘’s being in¬ 
terrupted by his presence, he gave him his word, 
that he would never come alongside of him, except 
when he should give him the signal for holding 
discourse. Jn conclusion, he signified his resolution 
to stay vvlierc he was, at ah events, without making 
himself accountable to any\ erson whatsoever. 

l^eregriiie seeing him dctirinined, desisted from 
any furflier imiiortunity; resolving, however, to 
tire him out of his plan by reserve and sui)erciliou8 
neglect; for he could not bear the thought of being 
so notoriously obliged by any person upon earth. 
With this view he quitted the lieutenant, upon some 
slight pretimee; after having told him, that he 
i: u 
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could not have the pleasure of his company at din¬ 
ner, because he was engaged with a particular club 
of his feJJow-prisoners 

J ack was a stranger to the punctilios of behaviour, 
and therefore did not take this declaration amiss ; 
but had immediate recourse to the advice of his 
counsellor, Mr. Pipes, who proposed, that he should 
go to the coffee-house and kitehen, and give tlic 
people to understand that he would pay for all such 
licjuor and provisions as Air. l*icklc should order to 
be sent to his own lodging. This expedient was 
immediately practised ; and as there was no credit 
in the place, Hatchway deposited a sum of money, 
by way of security, to the cook and the vinrner, 
intimating, that there was a necessity for taking 
that method of befriending liis cousin Peregrine, 
who was subject to strange wlnnis, that rendered it 
impossible to serve him any other way. 

In coHS(*quence of these insinuations, it was that 
same day rumoured about tlie that Air. ihcUle 
was an unhappy gentleman disordered in liis under¬ 
standing, and that the lieutenant was his near 
relation, who had subjected himself to the incon¬ 
venience of living in a jail, with the sole view of 
keeping a strict eye over his conduct, n'his rej)ort, 
however, did not reach the cars of our hero till the 
next day, when he sent one of the runners of the 
Elect, who attended him, to })esp(‘ak and j)ay for a 
couple of pullets, and something else for dinner, to 
which he had already invited his friend Hatchway, 
in hope of being able to persuade him to retire into 
the country, after lie had undergone a whole day’s 
mortification in the place. The messenger returned 
with an assurance, that the dinner should bo made 
ready according to his directions, and restored tlie 
money, obscTviiig, that his kinsman had paid for 
what was bespoke. 

Peregrine was equally &iir]»rise(l and disgusted at 
this information, and re.so)ved to chide llie lieu¬ 
tenant severely for his un.seasonahle treat, whleli }u‘ 
considered as a thing repugnant to his nqmtatiou. 
Aleanwhile, he de.s]>atehed his attendant, for wine 
to the coffee-house, and finding liis credit bolstered 
up in that jdace by the same means, was enraged at 
the presumption of .lack’s friendship. lie qu<*s- 
tioned the valet about it with such manifestation of 
displeasure, that the fellow, afraid of disobliging 
such a good master, frankly conununieated the 
story which was circulated at his expense. The 
young gentlomih was so nineli incensed at this 
piece of intelligence, that he wrote a hitter expos¬ 
tulation to th^ lieutenant, when* he not only re¬ 
tracted his invitation, but declared that he would 
never converse with him while he should reinaiu 
within the place. 

Having thus obeyed the dictates of his anger, he 
gave notice to the e<iok, tluit he should not have 
occasion for what was ordered. Kepairing to the 
coffee-house, he told the landlord, that wliereas he 
understood the stranger with the wooden leg had 
prepossessed him and others with ridiculous notions, 
tending to bring the sanity of his intellects in (pies- 
tion, and, to confirm this imputation, liad, under 
the pretence of consanguinity, undertaken to defray 
his exiHuises j he could not help, in justice to him¬ 
self, declaring, that the same person was, in reality, 
the madman, who had given his keepers tlic slij): 
that, thei'cfore, he, the landlord, would not find his 
account in complying with his orders, and encou¬ 
raging him to irequent his house; and that, for his 
own part, be would never enter the door, or favour 


him with the least trifle of his custom, if ever he 
should for the future find himself anticipated in hia 
payments by that unhappy lunatic. 

The vintner was confounded at this retorted 
charge; and, after much perplexity and delibera¬ 
tion, coneludcd, that both parties were distracted; 
the stranger in paying a man’s debts against his will, 
and Tickle, in being offended at sucli forwardness 
of friendship. 

CHATTEK C. 

These Associates pommit an Assault ujmn Crabtree, for which 
they arc b.inisht'ci fi om the Fleet, reregrinc begins to feel 
the effects* of Conliiifinent. 

t)uR adventurer having dined at an ordinary, and in 
the afternoon retired to his own apartment, as usual, 
with his friend (ladwalhider. Hatchway and his asso¬ 
ciate, after they had been obliged to discuss the 
provision for which they had paid, renewed their 
eonfcrence upon the old subject, Pipes giving his 
messmate to understtind, that Peregrine’s chief con¬ 
fident was the old deaf bachelor, whom he had seen, 
at Ills lodging the jireceding day. Air. Hatchway, 
in his great penetration, discovered, that the young 
gentleman’s obstinacy proceeded from tlic advice of 
the misanthrope, wlKun, for that reason, it was their 
business to chastise. Ifijies entered into lids o])inion 
the more v ilJingly, as he hud all along believed the 
senior to be a sort of Nuzard, or some caco-demon, 
■whom it was notvery creditable to beaequainted with. 
Indee<l, he had been inspired with this notion by the 
insinuations of Iladgi, wliobad formerly dro])t some 
hints touchiug Clrabtree’s profound knowledge in the 
magic art; mentioning, in particiiUir, his being j)oS- 
sessed of the jdiiiosopher’s stone; an assertion to 
which Tom had given iiriplicit credit, nnfil his 
master was sent to firison for debt, when he could 
no longer su]>pohe C'adw.dlader lord of sueii a valu¬ 
able secret, or else he would have certainly jiroeured 
tin* enlargement of his most intimate friend. 

Witli these sentiments, he espoused the resent¬ 
ment of Hatchway. "I'liey determined to seize the 
supposed conjurer, with the first oiijiortunity, on 
his return from bis visit to Peregrine, and, wi^liout 
hesitation, exercise ui»on him the diMuphne of the 
j>umj). 'I’liis plan they Auiuld have ext'eiited tluit 
same evening, had not the misanthrope luckily with¬ 
drawn himself, by accident, l)elbre it was dark, and 
even before they had intelligence of his rctix-at. 
Hut, next day, they kept themselves upon the watch 
till he appcare<l, and J'ipes lifting his hat, as ('rab- 
tree passed, “O d—nye, old Duiiny,” said he, “you 
and I must gra^qile by iind bye; and a’gad I shall 
lie so near your quarter, that your ear ports will 
let ill tlie sound, tho’f they are double caulked with 
oakum.” 

'J’he misanthrope’s ears were not quite so fast 
closed, but that they received this intimation; 
w'hich, though delivered in terms that he did not 
well understand, had such an effect upon his appre¬ 
hension, that he signified bis doubts to Peregrine, 
observing, that he did not much like the looks of that 
.same ruffian witli the wooden leg. Pickle assured 
him, he had nothing to fear from the two sailors, 
who could have no cause of resentment against him; 
or, if th(‘y had, would not venture to take any step, 
which they knew must block up aJJ the avenues t< 
that reconcilement, about which th(*y were sc 
anxious; and, moreover, give such offence to.the 
governor of the place as would infallibly induce hai: 
to expel them both from his territories. 
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Notwithstanding this assurance, the young gentle¬ 
man was not so confident of the lieutenant’s dis¬ 
cretion, as to believe that Crabtree’s fears were 
altogether without foundation ; lui fortliwith con- 
je<'ture<l that Jack had taken umbrage at an intimacy 
from wiiieh he found himself excluded, and imputed 
his disgrace to the insinuations of Cadwallader, 
whom, in all likelihood, he intended to punish for 
his supposed advice. He knev his friend eoiihl 
sustain no grexit damage from the lieutenant's re¬ 
sentment, in a place which he could iinmedialelv 
alarm with his cries, and therefore wished ho might 
fall into the sn.ire, becaiist* it would furnish him 
Mill) a pretence of eomi>lnint; in conseqnenoo of 
\vhi<'li, tl)o sailors would he obliged to shift their 
(piarfcrs, so as that he should be rid of their company, 
in which he at present could find no enjoyment. 

Kvery thing happened as he had foresetm; the 
misanflirope, in his retreat from i‘en*grin(‘‘s cham¬ 
ber, was assaulted by llateliway and Ins associate, 
M'ho seized him by the collar without ceremony, 
and lu'gan to drag iiiin tOMUirds the pump, at winch 
they would have certainly eomjilimented him with 
a very disagnvable hath, had not he cxalt<‘d his 
voice in such a manner, as in a moment brought 
a number of the inhabitants, and I’ickle himself to 
his aid. Pile assailants would have persisted in 
tlieir design, had the o])posilion been sueh as they 
could have facial with any possibility of sueees.s: 
nor did they (piit their jirey, lM‘fore a ilozen, at 
least, had come to his rescue, and PiTCgrine, with a 
menacing aspect and air of authority, comnnuHled 
bis old \alel to withdraw'. Then 1he> Ihougiil proper 
to shier otf, ami betake tlumi.selves to close ipiarh'rs, 
■wiiile our hero aecomjianietl theafi’nghted (''adw’al- 
lader lo the gate, and exhibited t< the warden a 
formal eomphunf against the rioters, upon whom lu> 
retorted the charge of limnc}, which was supported 
hy the eNidence of tw'outy persons, who had heim 
e\e-wilnesse.s of the outrage committed against the 
old gentleman. 

'i'lie governor, in conseijuence of this information, 
.seal a message lo Mr. Hatchway, warning him to 
move his lodgings next day, on pain of being ex- 
pidled. The lieutenant eontnmaeionslv refn.dng to 
<‘(unp!y with this jiitimation, was in llie morning, 
while Ik* amused himself in walking u]>on the Hare, 
suddenly surrounded b) the constables of the court, 
who took him ami his adherent juusoners, before 
they w'ere aware, and delivered them into the liands 
of the turnkeys, by whom they were immediately 
(lismisseil, and their baggage conveyed lo the .side 
of the ditch. 

This expulsion was not jierformed without an 
oh.slinate oj)])osition on the part of the delimpiimts, 
who, had tliey not been surprised, would have s(*f 
the whole Fleet at defiance, and, in all probahilily, 
have acted divers tragedie.s, before they could have 
been overpowered. 'I’hings ]>eing eireumstaneeil as 
they were, the liiuitenant did not part with his eon- ' 
duetor without tweaking his nose, way of fare¬ 
well; and Pipes, in imitation of such a laudable 
example, oommunicated u token of remembrance, 
in an aiiplieation to the sole eye of bus attendant, 
who, scorning lobe ont-done in this kind of I'ourtesy, 
returned tie* compliment with r.uch good wdll, that 
Tom’s organ performed tlie office of a iniilliplying 
glass. These were innlual liinls for stripping ; ami 
accordingly each was naked from the waist upwards 
in a trice. A ring of Imlehers from the market w'as 
iminediately formed ; a couple of the reverend j 


F’lamen.s, who, in morning gowns, ply for marriages 
in that ipiarter of the town, constituted themselv^ 
si'oonds and uir.jiires of the approaching contest, 
the battle began w'ithout further preparation. ' ^ 
comhatants were, in [joint of strength and agility, 
jiretty equally matched; hut the jailor had been 
reguiarly trained to the art <>f bruising: he had 
more than once signalized himself in public, by his 
prow’css ami skill in this exercise, atul lost one eve 
upon (lie stage in the course of his exploits. This 
was a misfortune of which Hipesdidnot fail to take 
the advantage. He had already sustained several 
hard knocks upon his temples and jaws, and found 
it impraotica>>Ic to smite his antagonist u[)on the 
vietnalling office, so dexterously w'as it defended 
against assault. He then changed his haftery, and 
h(‘ing amhi* dexter, raised such a clatter upon tlie 
turnkey’s blind side, that this hero, believing him 
left handed, enn\erted his attimtion that way, and 
opjioscd the unenlighlend side of his face to the 
right hand of Pipes, which being thus unprovided 
against, slily bestowed upon him a [)eg under tlic 
fifth ril), that in an instant laid him senseless on the 
pavement, at tlie fi‘et of his conqueror. J’ijies was 
congratulated upon his victory, not only hy his 
friend Hatchway, hut also hy all the hvstanders, 
parlieularly tlu* jiriesl who bail espoused his cause, 
and now invited the strangers lo his lodgings in a 
neighbouring alehouse, where they wiuv entertained 
so miK'h to their liking-, that they (letennincd to seek 
no other liahitation while they should continue in 
town; and, notwithstanding the disgrace and dis¬ 
couragement they had met with, in their endea¬ 
vours to .serve our a<lven1urer, they were still 
r<‘S()]v<‘<l to perseven* in tlicir good offices, or in the 
vulgar plirasc, to see him out. 

■Wfiile they settled themselves in this manner, 
and acquired familiar connexion.s raiind all the 
piirlitms of the ditch, IVrogrine found liimself de¬ 
prived of the company of Hadwallader, who signi¬ 
fied, hy lettiT, that he did not choose to hazard his 
person again in visiting him, while such assassins 
occuj)iod the avenues through which he inusi pass; 
for he had been at pains to inquire into the motions 
of the seamen, and informed himself cxaetl) of the 
harbour in which they were nmored. 

Our lu*ro had been so xnueh accustomed to the 
conversation of ('rabtree, which was altogether 
suitable to the singularity of his own dis[M)sitIon, 
that lu'ConUl very dl atford to be deliarred of it at 
this juncture, when almost every other source of 
enjoyment was stopiiod. He w as, however, obliged 
to submit to the hardships of his situation; and as 
tin* ehanieters of his fellow-[n*isoners did not at all 
improve upon him, he was compelled to seek for 
satisfaction within himself. Not but that he liad 
an opportunity of conversing with some jjcople w ho 
neither wanted sense, nor were defieienl in [joint of 
principle; yet there appeareil in the behaviour of 
them all, without exception, a certain want of 
deerirum, a squalour of sentiment, a sort of jailish 
east contriieted in the course of <*onfinemcnt, which 
disgusted the delicacy of our hero’s observation. 
He therefore detached himsedf from their parties as 
much us he could, without giving offence to those 
amoncT whom he was ohlige<l to live, and resutued 
his labours with incredible eagerness and perse¬ 
verance, Ills spirits being sujqiorted by the Buccess 
f some severe Plulipptrsy which he occasionally 
published against the author of his misfortune. 

Nor was his humanity unemployed in the vnea- 

E 
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tions of his revenge. A man raust be void of all 


most presented to his view such lamentable scenes 
as were most liketj” to attract his notice, and engage 
his benevolence. Reverses of fortune, attended 
with the most deplorable circumstances of domestic 
woe, were continually intruding upon his acquaint¬ 
ance; his ears were invaded with the cries of the 
hapless wife, who, from the enjoyment of affluence 
and pleasure, was forced to follow her husband to 
this abode of wretchedness and want; liis eyes were 
every minute assailed with the naked and meagre 
appearances of hunger and cold; and his fancy 
teemed with a thousand aggravations of their 
misery. 

'I'lius situated, his purse was never shut wliile his 
heart remained open. Without reflecting upon the 
slenderness of his ston*, he exorcised his charity to 
all the children of distress, and acquired a popu¬ 
larity, which, though jileasing, was far from being 
profitable. In short, his bounty kept no pace w’ith 
his circumstances, and in a littU‘ time he w'as 
utterly exhausted. He had recourse to his book¬ 
seller, from whom, with great difficulty, he obtained 
a small reinforcement; and immediately relapsed 
into the same want of retention. He was conscious 
of his infirmity, and found it incurable. He for<‘- 
saw that by his own industry he should nevi^r he 
able to defray the expense of these occasions; and 
this reflection sunk deep into his mind. 'Fhe 
approbation of the public, which he had earned or 
might acejuire, like a cordial often repeated, began to 
lose its effect upon Iiis imagination; his healtli 
suffered by his sedentary life and austere api'lication; 
his eyesight failed, Iiis aiqictite forsook him, his 
Bjnrits decayed; so that lie became melanelioly, 
listless, and altogether incniiabh* of prosecuting the 
only means he had left for his suhsistenee; and 
(what did not at all contribute to the alleviation of 
those particulars) ho was given to understand by 
his lawyer, that he had lost his cause, and w^as 
condemned in costs. Even this was not the most 
mortifying piece of intelligence he received; he at 
the same time learned that his bookseller was 
bankrupt, and his frieml ('rabtree at the point of 
death. 

These wore comfortable considerations to a youth 
of Peregrine’s disposition, v hich was so capricious, 
that the more his misery increased, the more 
haughty and inflexible he became. Rather than he 
beholden to Hatchway, who still hovered about the 
gate, eager for an ()j)j)ortunlly to assist him, lie 
chose to undergo the want of almost every conve¬ 
nience of life, and at’tnally pledged his wearing 
afipurel to an Irish pawnbroker in tin* Fleet, I'or 
money to jmrehase those things, without wdiieh he 
must have absolutely perislied. He was gradually 
irritated by his misfortunes into a rancorous resent¬ 
ment against mankind in general, and his heart so 
alienated from the enjoyments o!‘ life, that he did 
not care how soon he quitted his niiserahle exist¬ 
ence. Though he had .shocking examples of the 
vicissitudes of fortune contimially before his eyes, 
ho could never be reconciled to the idea of living I 
like his fellow-sufferers, in the most abject degree 
of dependence. If he refused to aecejit of favours ' 
from his own allies and intimate friends, whom he ' 
t\ad formerly obliged, it is not to be supposed that' 
would listen to pn^posals of that kind from any 


of his fellow-pnsoners, with whom he had con¬ 
tracted acquaintance. He was even more cautious 
than ever of incurring obligations; he now shunned 
his former messmates, in order to avoid disagree¬ 
able tenders of friendsliip. Imagining that he per¬ 
ceived an inclination in the clergyman to leam the 
state of his finances, he discouraged and declined 
the explanation, and at length secluded himself 
from all society. 

CHAPTER CT. 

He receives an uiicxpecled Visit; and the clouds of Misfor¬ 
tune be^in to separate. 

While he pined in this forlorn condition, with an 
equal abhorrence of the world and himsell', Cajitain 
(lauTitiet arrived in town in order to employ his 
interest for promotion in the army ; ami in eon- 
se(jueiiee of his wife’s particular desire, made it his 
business to inquire for IVregrine, to vhoin he 
longed to be reconciled, even though at the expense 
of a slight submission. Rut he could hear no tidings 
of him, at the place to which he was directed ; and, 
on the Rupi)osition that our hero hud gone to reside 
in the country, applied himself to Ins own business, 
w'ith intention to renew his inquiries, after that 
affair should be transacted. He eomimmicated his 
demands to his supposed patron, who had assumed 
the merit of making him u captain, and been gra¬ 
tified with a vjihuihle present on that consideration ; 
and was cajoled with h(»pes of succeeding in his 
present aim by the same interest. 

IMeanw'hile, he became acquainted with one of 
the clerks belonging to the war-office, whose advice 
and assistance, lie was told, would he a furtherance 
to his scheme. As he had occasion to discourse 
with this gentleman uiion the circumstances of his 
expectation, he learned that the nobleman, upon 
wliorn he depended, was a person of no conse¬ 
quence in the state, and altogether incaiiahle of 
assisting him in his advancement. At the same 
time, his counsellor expressed hi.*, surprise that 
Captain Gauntlet did not rather interest in Ins 
cau.se flic noble peer to whose good offices lie ow'ed 
his last commission. 

This remark introduced an explanation, by which 
Godfrey discovered, to his infinite astonishnumt, 
the mistake in whi(‘h he had continued so long w iih 
regard to his patron; though he could not divine 
the motive which induced a nobleman, with whom 
he had no acquaintance or connexion, to lateriiose 
his influence in his behalf. Whatsoever that might 
he, he thought it was Ins duty to make his acknow¬ 
ledgment ; and for that purpose went next morning 
to his house, where he was politely received, and 
given to imdervStinid that Mr. Pickle was the person 
to whose friendship he was indebted for his last 
jiromotion. 

Incxivressible were the transports of gratitude, 
affection, and remorse, that took possession of the 
soul of Gauntlet, when this mystery was unfolded. 
“Good Heaven!” cried he, lifting up his hands, 
“ have 1 lived so long in a state of animosity w’ith 
my henefaetor? i intended to have recoiieiied 
myself at any rate liefore I was sensible of this 
obligation, but now I shall not enjoy a moment’s 
quiet until 1 have an oiqiortunity of expressing to 
him my sense of his heroic friendship. 1 presume, 
from the nature of the favour conferred ujion him 
in my behalf, that Mr. Fickle is well know’n to your 
lordship; and I should think myself extremely 
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hapi'y if you coultl inform me in what part of the 
country he is to be found; for the person with 
whom he lod^^ed some time ago could give me no 
intelligence of his motions.” 

'J'he iioblemun, touched with this instance of 
generous stdf-denial in J’eregrine, as well as w’iih 
the sensibility of his friend, lamented the unluip- 
juiiess of our hero, w’hile )ie gave Gauntlet to 
understand that he )uid been long disordered in his 
intellects, in consequence of having squanderi'd 
away lus fortune; and that his creditors had thrown 
him into tlie Elect prison; but whether he still 
continued in tliat confinement, or was released from 
Ins misforl lines hy death, his lordship did not know, 
because he had never inijuired. 

GodtVe} no sooner received this intimation, tlian, 
his blood boiling witli grief and impatience, he 
craved jiardon for his abrupt dejiarture; then (put- 
ing lus informer on tlie instant, reiinba’'ked in his 
liacUney-eoacli, and ordered himself to be com e> ed 
<lirectly to the Elect. As the vehicle proce(‘<led 
along one side of the market, he was surprised with 
the apjiearance of Ilab-hway and Ihjies, who stood 
{•heajKTiing cauliflowers at a green stall, their heads 
being cased in worsted night-caps, Iialf <*overi*d 
with their hats, and a sliori tobacco-fiiiie in tlu* 
inmith of each, lie was rejoiced at siqiil of the 
two seamen, wliieh he took for a happy omen of 
tinding lus friend ; and, ordering the coachman to 
frtop the carriage, calli*d to the ru'utenanl liy his 
name. Jack leplyiiig with an hilloah, looking 
beluml him, and recognising the face of liu old 
acquaintance, ran up to the coach with gi'cat eager¬ 
ness. Shaking the captain heartily hy the hand, 
“Oddsheart!’' said he, “i am glad thou hast fallen 
ill witli us; we shall now bo able to find the trim 
of tlie vessel, and lay ber about on ♦’other tack. 
Kor my ovn part, 1 lia\e had many a consort in 
my time, that is, in the way of good fellow.s}np, 
and I alwjijs made a shift to ware’em at one lime 
or anolher. lint this heiulstrong toad will neither 
olx'v the lieliii nor the sheet; ami for aught ] know, 
will founder where a lies at anchor.” 

(lauTitiet, "who conceived jiarl of Ins meaning, 
alighted iramediulely ; and Ix'ing conducted to 1 lie 
sailor’s lodging, was informed of ev(*ry thing that 
had passed between tlie lieutenant and bickle. lie, 
in his turn, coinmnnicated to Jack the discovery 
which he !md made,with regard to his commission; 
at which the otlnu* gave no signs of surprise, but, 
taking the i>i])e trom his mouth, “Why look ye, 
captain,” said he, “that’s not the only good turn 
you have owed him. 'I'liat same money you re¬ 
ceived from the I'onimodore us an old debt, was all 
a sham, contrived by Pickle for your service; but 
a’w'ool drive under ins bare poles w'ithout sails and 
rigging, or a mess of provision on board, rather 
tlian lake the same assistance from another man.” 

Godfrey was not only amazed, but chagrined at 
tlu* knowledge of this anecdote; which gave um¬ 
brage to his pride, while it stimulated his desire of 
doing something in return for tlie obligation. He 
inquired into the present circumstances of the 
prisoner, and understanding that he was indis¬ 
posed, and but indilferently provided with the com¬ 
mon necessaries of life, though still deaf to all 
offers of assistance, began to be extremely con¬ 
cerned at the account of his savage obstinacy and 
pride, which M'ould, he feared, exclude him from 
tlie privilege of relieving him in his distress. 
However, h© resolved to leave no expedient un¬ 


tried, that might have any tendency to surmount 
such destructive prejudice; and entering the jail, 
was directed to the ajiartment of the wretched 
jirisoncr. He knocked softly at the door, and, 
when it w’as opened, started back wdth horror and 
aston sbmeut. 'i'lie figure that presented itself to 
his view was the remains of his one e happy friend; 
hut so miserably altered and disguised, that his 
features were scarce cognizable. The florid, the 
spriglitly, the gay, the elevated youth, was now 
metamorphosed into a wan, dejected, meagre, squalid 
spectre; the hollow-eyed representative of dis- 
tempm*, indigence, and despair. Yet his eyes re¬ 
tained a eeriain ferocity, wliich threw a dismal 
gleam athwart the cloudiness of his aspect, and he, 
in silence, Niewed his old companion with a kxik 
betokeniiig confusion and disdain. As for Gauntlet, 
he could not, willioiit emotion, Ix'hold such a woful 
reverse of fate, in a person for u horn he entertained 
the noblest seiitlnierts of friendship, gratitude, and 
esteem; his sorrow was at first too big for utter¬ 
ance, and lie shed a Hood of tears before he could 
pi'onounee one word. 

Peregrine, in sjiite of his misanthropy', could not 
help being afteeted with this uncommon testimony 
of regani; but he strove to stifie his sensations, 
llis brow’s contracted themselves into a severe 
frown; his eyes kindled into tlie appearance of live 
coals. He waved with his hand in signal for God¬ 
frey to be gone, and leave such a wretch as him to 
the miseries of his fate; and, finding nature too 
strong to be siqijiressed, uttered a deep groan, and 
weeped aloud. 

'I'lu* soldier seeing him thus melted, unable to 
restrain the strong impulse of his affection, sprung 
towards, and ela.s])mg him in his ai’ms, “My dearest 
friend, ami liest benefactor,” said he, “ 1 am come 
hither to hurnhle myself for the offence 1 was so 
unhappy as to give at our last parting; to beg a 
reconciliation, to thank you for the ci'se and afflu¬ 
ence 1 have enjoyed liirougli your means, and to 
rescue you, in spite of yourselfi from this melan¬ 
choly situation; of wliich, hut an hour ago, I was 
utterly' ignorant. Do not deny me liie satisfaction 
of aeijuitting myself in juuntof duty and obligation. 
You inuNt eertaiuly have had some regard for a 
person in whose favour you liave exerted yours’elf 
so inueh ; and if any part of that i‘stcem remains, 
y ouw'ill not refuse him an opportunity of approving 
himself in some measure worthy of it. Let me not 
suffer the most mortifying of all repulses, tliut of 
slighted friendship; but kindly sacrifice your re¬ 
sentment and inflexibility to the request of one who 
is at all limes ready to sacrifice his life for your 
honour and advantage. If you will not yield to 
my entreaties, have some regard to the wishes of 
my Sophy, who laid me under the stronge.st in¬ 
junctions to solicit your forgiveness, even before she 
knew how much I was indebted to your generosity; 
or, if th^t consideration should be of no weight, 1 
hope you will relax a little for the sake of poor 
Emilia, whose resentment hath been long subdued 
by her affection, and who now droops hi secret at 
your neglect.” 

Every word of this address, delivered in the most 
pathetic manner, made an impression upon the 
mind of Peregrine, lie was affeeW with the sub¬ 
mission of his friend, who, in reality, had given 
him no just cause to complain. He knew that no 
ordinary motive had swayed him to a condescen • 
sion so extraordinary in a man of his punctilioui 
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temper. ITe considered it, therefore, as tlio genuine 
effect of eager gratitude and disinterested love, and 
Ills heart began to relent accordingly. When ne 
heard himself conjured in the name of the gentle 
Soj)hy, his ohstinacy vas quite overcome; and 
■when Emilia was recalled to his remcinbrancc, his 
■whole frame underwent a violent agitation, lie 
took his friend by the hand, ■with a softened look; 
and, as swui as he recovered the faculty of speecli, 
which had been overpowered in the eonniet of 
j>assions that transported him, jirotestetl, that he 
retained no v(*stige of animosity, hut considered 
him in the ligiit (>t‘aTi affectionate comrade, tin* lies 
of whose friendship adversity could not unbind, 
ile mentioned Sopliy in the most respectful terms; 
spoke of Emilia with the most reverential awe, as 
the object of his inviolable lo>e and veneration; 
but diselaiiiH'd till hope of ever more attracting lier 
regard, and excused himself Ironi proliting by (Jod- 
frey's kind intention; declaring, with a resohue 
air, that he had broke off all connexion ■with man¬ 
kind, and that he impatiently longed for the hour 
of his dissolution, winch, if it should not soon 
arrive by the course of nature, he ■vvas resolved to 
hasten it with his own hands, rather than he cn* 
posed to the contomiit, and more intolerable pity of 
a rascally world. 

(launtlet argued against this frantic determina¬ 
tion with all the vehemence of expostulating friend- 
.shi]); hut his remonstrances did not produce the 
desired etleet upon our desp(‘rate her(», who euliuly 
refuted all his arguments, and asserted the rectitude 
of liis design from the pretended maxims of reason 
and true plnlosojiliy. 

Wliile tliis dispute-was carried <m^w'ith eagerness 
on one sidi*, and deliberation on the other, a letter 
was brought fc> IVregriiK*, who threw it carelessly 
aside uuojiened, though tlie superscription was in 
an hamlwrhiug to vliieli he ■was a stranger; and, 
in all ))roh,il>iiity, tlie contents -wouhl never have 
been perused, had not (launtlet insisted Ujion his 
waiving all ceremony, and reading it forthwith. 
Tims solieite<\, l'‘iekle uusealed the billet, which, 
to his no small surprise, contained the following in¬ 
timation :— 

“ Mu. ? Vicklt:, 

“ Sni,—I’hiKconu’s trj niloriii thut. iiUer manv flnngers 
and di.sai)pnintincnis, I .im, by ihe blessing; of (lod, s.iA-ly 
anived in tlie Downs, (»n lioaid of the Goniberoon Jndiain.in, 
h.i\ inir made a toleiahle vov.if^e , by \vhi< h J hope I shall be 
enableil toiep.ij, wiili int< iest, the .seven humired pounds 
Mliieh 1 borro\se<l of you before mydep.utuu- front Ktij^land 
1 take this o{)p()rfnint\ of vviitiiiR by our piirHor, who tjoes 
evjnesB with d< sji.tleheR for tlu. ConipcUn. that >ounia\ Imve 
thii satisfactory notice as soon as jtu.ssihle, reUitiii}; ft) oik 
■vshoin I Mippoho >011 have h)ii<r given ov(M as lost. 1 li.i\e 
etu'loscd It m a letti r to my broker, who, 1 hope, knows >our 
udilress, and will forwanl it ai-cordinKly. And 1 am, with 
respect, Sir, your most humble servant, 

“BuNJaMIN ClllNT/." 

lie had no sooner taken a cursory view of this 
agreeable ojiistlc, than his countenance cleared up, 
and, reacliing it to his friend, with a smile, “'riiere,” 
said he, “ is a more convincing argument, on your 
side of the question, than all the casuists in the 
universe can advance.” Gauntlet, wondering at 
this observation, took the jiapcr, and, casting his 
eyes greedily upon the contents, eongnitulated him 
ijion the receipt of it, with extravagant demonstra¬ 
tions of joy. “Mol on account of the sum,” said 
he, “ whieli, upon my honour, I would with ph*a- 
sure pay three times over for your couvei.ieiice and 
satisfaction; but because it seems to have recon¬ 


ciled you to life, and disposed j our mind for enjoy¬ 
ing the comforts of society.” 

'riie instantaneous effect ■wliieh this unexpected 
smile of fo’l.iine produced in the appearance of our 
adventurer is altogether inconceivable ; it jilumjied 
up his cheeks in a moment, unbended and en¬ 
lightened every feature of his face; elevated his 
head, ■which had begun to sink, as it were, between 
his hfioulders; and from a sijueaking di^piri^ed 
lone, swelled u]) his voice to a clear manly accent. 
Godfrey, taking advantage of this favourable 
change, began to regale him with prospects of lu- 
turi‘ success, lie reminded him of his youth and 
(pialilications, which were certainly designed for 
better days than those he had as yet seen ; he 
pointed out various jiaths by which he might ar¬ 
rive at wealth and rejnUaiion ; ln‘ iiuportnued him 
to a<*e<‘pt of a sum forhi.s immediate oi'easions; and 
earne.stly begged tliut he would allow him to dis¬ 
charge the deht for wliieh he ■was eoiiilned, ob¬ 
serving, that So])])y’.s Ibrlune had enabled him to 
exhibit that jiroof of his gratitude, ■without any de¬ 
triment to his affairs ; and protesting that he should 
not b(“lieve himself in possession of !Mr. Fickle’s 
esteem, unless he w as jiennitted to make some such 
return of good will to the man, who had not only 
raised him from indigence and scorn, to compe¬ 
tence and reputable rank, hut also empowered him 
to o])tiiin the ])osses.sjon of an oxeellenl woman, 
who had filled up the measure of his felicity. 

IVregnne declared himself already overpaid for 
all his good oiUees, by tlu' pleasiue he enjoyed in 
enijiloying them, and the hap})^' efieets thej had 
produced in tin* mutual satisfaction of two iktsods 
so dear to his affection; and assured his frumd, 
tliat one time or other he w’oiild set his eonseience 
at ease, and r<*move the scruples of bis honour, by 
liaving recourse to his assistance; hut at present 
he could nol make usi* of his Ineudsliip, wdthout 
givingjust cause of olVenee to honest lUitehw’ay, 
who-was [irior to him in point of sohcilatioii, and 
had manifested his atiaehmeuL with surprising oh- 
siuiiicy and perbeveraiicc. 

CllAFTEK Cir. 

Perct^riiie icconrih s binisi'ir to tlio Liutitciiant, and renews 
his ('ounc\uin vviili Soi ict)—Divtis Plans are projected 
111 Ills Ik'h.iH, and he bns occasum to exhibit a remarkable 

prool of Sell-denuil 

Tiik eaptaii', with reliictanee, jielded the prefer¬ 
ence in thus particular to ,laek, who was inmiedi- 
diately invited to a conference, hj a note suhserihed 
with Fickle’s own hand. 1I<* ■W'as found at tlie 
pristm-gate waiting for (juuntlet, to know’ the issue 
of his negotiation, lie no sooner received this 
summons, than ho set all liis sails, and made the 
best of his ■way to his friend’s apartment; being 
admitted by tlie turnkey, in eonsecpienee of Fere- 
grine’s request, communicated by the messenger 
who carried the billet. Pipes followed close in the 
■wake of his ship-mate; and, in a few’ minutes after 
the note had been despatched, Feregrino and 
Gauntlet heard the sound of the stump, ascending 
the ■wooden staircase ■with sneh velocily, that they 
at first mistook it for the ajqdieation of drum-sticks 
to the head of an emjity barrel. I'his uncommon 
speed, however, W’as attended with a misfortune; 
he ehaueed to overlook a .small delcQt iu one of the 
Steps, aud his prop jilungiug into a hole, he fell 
backwards, to the immiiieut daugcr of his life, 
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Tom was luckily at his back, ami sustained him in 
his arms, so as that he escaped without an^ other 
damapfe lhan the loss of his wooden which was 
snapt in the middle, by the w(*ight of Iiis body in 
falling;; and such was his impatience, that he would 
not give himself the trouble to disengage the frac¬ 
tured member, irnbuckhngthe wliole eipiipagcin 
a trice, he left it sticking in the crevice, saying, a 
rotten cable was not worth heaving up, and, in this 
natural state of mutilation, hopped into the room 
with infinite expedition. 

reregrino, taking iiim cotdially by the hand, 
seated him upon one side of his bed; and, after 
liaving made an apology for that reserve of which 
he had so justly complained, asked if heeould con¬ 
veniently aeeorainodate him with tlie loan of twenty 
guineas. The lieutenant, without ojioning his 
mouth, pulled out his purse; and Vipes, who over¬ 
heard the demand, ai>plying the whistle to his lips, 
performed a loud overture, in token of his joy. 
J\lattiTS being thus brought to an accommodation, 
our hero told the captain, that he sliould be glad of 
his company at <Unner, with their common friend 
Hatchway, if lie would in the mean time leave liim 
to tli<‘ ministry of Tipes; and the soldier went 
away for tin* present, iu order to iiay a short visit 
to his uncli*, who at tliut time languished iu u de¬ 
clining state of health, promising to return at the 
appointed lioiir. 

The lifiut(‘nant, having surveyed the diftmal ap- 
liearanee of iiis friend, could not he!]) being moved 
at the s]>eeta<’le, and began to upbraid him with his 
olistinate pride, which, he swore, was no better than 
self-murder. Ihit Uie young gentleman interrupted 
him in the course of his inoralising^by telling him 
he had reasons for ills conduct, which, perhaps, he 
would impart in due season; but, at present, his 
design was to alter that jilau of behaviour, and 
make hiinsi'lf s<mic amends for the misery he had 
undergom*. lb* accordingly sent Tipos to redeem 
his clothes from the pawnbroker's wardrobe, and 
b(‘speak somethmg eomfortahle for dinner. When 
(joflfrey cann; hack, he was very agreeably sur¬ 
prised to see such a favourable alteration in his 
externals; for, by the assistance of his valet, he liad 
purified himself from thi* dregs of lus dii>tre,ss, and 
now appearetl in a decent suit, with clean linen, 
while ills face was di.s<'iicimdHTed of the hair that 
overshadowed it, and his apartment prepared for 
the reception of company. 

'Phey enjoyed their meal with great satisfaction, 
culertaining oiu; another witli a recapitulation of 
th(*ir former adventures at the garrison. In the 
afteimoon. Gauntlet taking his leave, in order to 
WTito a letter to his sister, at the desire of his undo, 
who, finding his end approaching, w'anted to see 
her without loss of time, Eeregrine made his ap¬ 
pearance on the Bare, and w'as compUincnted on 
his coming abroad again, not.only by his old mess¬ 
mates, who liad not .seen him for many weeks, but 
by a number of those objects wliom Iiis liberality 
had fed, before his funds were exhausted. Hatch¬ 
way was, by his interest with the warden, put in 
possession of Iiis former <juarters, and Pipes de¬ 
spatched to make inquiry* about Crabtree at his 
former lodging, where he learned that the misan¬ 
thrope, after a very severe fit of illness, was 
removed to Kensington Gravel Pits, for the con¬ 
venience of breathing a purer air than tliat of 
London. 

In consecpience of this information, Peregrine, 


who knew the narrowness of the old gentleman's 
fortune, next day desired his friend Gauntlet to 
take the trouble of visiting him, in his name, with 
a letter, in wliich he expressed great concern for 
his indisposition, gave him notice of the fortunate 
intelligence he had recinved from the Downs, and 
conjured him to make use of his purse, if he was in 
the li*ast hampered in his circumstances. The 
captain took coach immediately, and s(‘t out for 
the place, according to the direction which Pipes 
had procured. 

Gadwalladcr, having seen him at Bath, knew him 
again at first sight; and, though reduced to a 
skeleton, believed hinLself in such a fair way of 
doing ■well, that he would have accompanied him 
to tlie Fleet immediately, had he not been re¬ 
strained by his nurse, who was, by Iiis physician, 
invested with full authority to dispute and oppose 
his -will in every thing that she .should tliink [irc- 
judicial to his health; for he was considered, by 
those who had the carcofhim, as an old humourist, 
not a little distempered in hia bruin, lie inquired 
particularly about the sailors, who, be said, hud de¬ 
terred him from carrying on his usual correspond¬ 
ence with J'ickle, and been the immediate cause of 
Iiis indisposition, by terrifying him into a fever. 
Understanding that the breach between Pickle and 
Hatchway was happily cemented, and that he was 
no longer in any danger from the lientonant’s ro- 
Rontmenl, he promised to be at the Fleet vith tlic 
first convenient opportunity; and, in the mean 
time, wrote an answer to Peregrine's letter, im¬ 
porting, that he was obliged 1o him for his offer, 
l>ut hatl not the least occasion for his assistance. 

In a few days, our adventurer recovered his 
vigour, comjilexion, and vivacity; he iningle<l 
again in the diversions and parties of the place; 
and he received, in a little lime, the money he had 
lent upon bottomry, which, together with the in¬ 
terest, amounted to upwards of eleven hundred 
pounds. Tile possession of this sum, while it bu<»yed 
up his spirits, involved him in perplexity. Some¬ 
times he thought it was ineunibent on him, as a man 
of honour, to emidoy the greatest part of it in di¬ 
minishing the debt for which he suffered; on the 
otluT hand, ho considered that obligation effaced, 
by the ti’caeherons behaviour of his creditor, ■wdio 
had injured liiin to ten times the value of the sum; 
and, in these sentiments, entertained thoughts oi 
attempting his escape from prison, with a view of 
conveying himself, with the shipwreck of his for¬ 
tune, to another country, in which he might use it 
to better advantage. 

Jlolh suggestions were attended with such doubts 
and difficulties, that he hesitated between them, and 
for the present laid out a thousand pounds in stock, 
tlie interest of which, together ■wdlh the fruits of 
Ills own industry, he hoped, "would support liiiu 
above want in Iiis confinement, until something 
should occur that -w ould point out the exp<*dicncy 
of some other determination. Gauntlet still insisted 
upon having the honour of obtaining his liberty, at 
the expense of taking up his notes to Gleanuin, and 
exhorted him to purchase a commission with part 
of the money which he had retrieved. The lieu¬ 
tenant affirmed, that it was his privilege to proeure 
the release of his cousin Fickle, because he enjoyed 
a very handsome sum by his aunt, which of right 
belonged to the young gentleman, to whom he was, 
moreover, indebted for the use of his fimiiture, and 
for the very house that stood over his head; and 
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that, although he had already made a -viiW in his 
favour, he should never he satisfied, nor easy in his 
mind, so long as he remained deprived of his liberty, 
and wanted any of the couvenieuces of life. 

Cadwulliwier, wlio by this time assisted at tlieir 
councils, and was best acquainted with the i)eeu- 
liarity and unbending disposition of the youth, jiro- 
jiosed, that, seeing he was so averse to obligations, 
Mr. Hatchway should purchase of him the garrison 
witli its a])i)endagcs, which, at a moderab* jirice, 
wouiil sell for more money than would be sufllcierit 
to discharge his debts; that, if tlie servile subordi¬ 
nation of the army did not suit his inclinations, he 
might, witli his reversion, buy a eomfortahh* an¬ 
nuity, and retire with him to the country, where he 
might live absolutely indepemlent, and entertain 
himself, as usual, with the ridiculous eliaracters of 
mankind. 

This jilan was to Pickle less disagreeable than 
any other jiroject which as )'et had been suggested; 
and the lieutenant declared himself ready to exe¬ 
cute his part of it without delay; but the soldier 
wa.s mortified at the thoughts of seeing his assist¬ 
ance unnecessary, and eagerly objected to llie 
retirement, as a scheme that w'ould blast tlie fairest 
]iromi.ses of fame and fortune, and bury his youth 
and talents in solitude and obscurity, "fins earnest 
opposition ou the jiart of Gauntlet hindered our 
adventurer from forming any immediate resolution, 
w’hieh w’as also retarded by his unwillingness to 
part with the garrison upon any terms, because he 
looked upon it us a part of his inh(‘rilane(>, w'hieh 
ho eould not dispose of without committing an in¬ 
sult u]ioii tile memory of tlie deceased commodore. 

CHAPTER CHI. 

lie is cnpasccl in a very extraordinary Con c*?pnndence,vliUh 
id nitcriiqited by a very inic‘X]>L'Cted Kvunl. 

Wim-T: this affair was in agitation, the captain told 
him in t)»o cdurse of conversation, that Emilia wa.s 
arrived in town, and had inquired aboat Mr. Pickle 
with such an eagerness of eoneiTii, as .seemed to 
]>roelaim tliat she was m some measure informed of 
his misfortune; he therefore desired to know if he 
might be allowed to make her acquainted with his 
situation, jirovided he siiould be again importuned 
by her on that subject, which he had at first indus¬ 
triously waived. 

^rins proof, or ratlicr presumption, of iier sym¬ 
pathizing regard, did not fail to ojierate jiow erially 
uj)on the bosom of Peregrine, which was imme¬ 
diately filled w'ith those tumults which love, ill 
stifled, frecpiently excites. He observed, that his 
disgraet* was such as could not be effectually con¬ 
cealed: therefore he saw’ no reason for depriving 
himself of Emilia’s compassion, since he was 
j‘or ever excluded from her affection ; and desired 
(rodlVey to present to his sister the lowly respects 
of a despairing lover. 

Hut, notwithstanding his declaration of despond¬ 
ence on this head, his imagination involuntarily 
teemed with more agreeable ideas. The jiroposal 
of C’rabtree had taken root in his reflection, and he 
could not help forming jilans cf pastoral felicity in 
the arms of tlie lovely JCmilia, remote from those 
]iompous scenes which he now detested and de- 
Rjiihc^d. He amused his fancy w’ith the prosj'ioct of 
being able to support her in a stale of independency, 
by menus of the slender annuity which it was in 
hib p.werto purehabe, together with the fruits of 


those endeavours wdiich would profitably employ 
lus vacant hours; and foresaw provision for hig 
growing family in the friendship of the lieutonant, 
who had already constituted him hia heir. He even 
parcelled out his hours among the necessary cares 
of tlic world, the ])leasurcs of domestic bliss, and 
the enjoyments of a country life; and sjient the 
niglit in ideal parties with his channing bride, 
.sometimes walking by the sedgy bank of some 
transparent stream, scuiietimes pruning the luxu¬ 
riant vine, and sometimes sitting in social converse 
with her in a shady grove of his own planting. 

These, how'ever, were no more than the shadow'y 
phantoms of iinaginalion, which, he well knew, 
would never be realized; not that he believed such 
hajipiness unattainable by a person in his circum¬ 
stances, but because he would not stoop to jiropose 
u seheme which might, in any shape, seem to inter¬ 
fere with the interest of Emilia, (u* subject himself 
to a rejiulsc from that young lady, w’lio had rejected 
his addresses in llie zeintli of his fortune. 

While he diverted himself w’ilh tliese agreeable 
reveries, an unexjH'cted event intervened, in w'hieh 
she and ht‘r brother were deeplyMnterested. The 
uncle was tapped for tiie drojjsy, and died in a few 
days after the opiTation, having bequeathed, in his 
will, five thousand jiounds to his nephew, and twice 
tliat sum to his niece, who had always enjoyed the 
greatest shan* of his favour. 

If our adventurtT, before this occurrence, looked 
upon his love for Emilia as a passion which it was 
necessary, at any rate, to conquer or suppress, he 
now considered her accession of fortune as a oir- 
cumstanee which confiiTied that necessity, and re¬ 
solved to discourage 4‘very thought on that subject 
which bhould tend to the ])ropagatiou of hope. One 
(lay, in the midst of a conversation calculated for 
the jnirposc, Godfrey put into his hand a letter di¬ 
rected to Mr. 1‘iekle, in the handw’nting of Emilia, 
whieii the youth no booner recognized, than his 
(“h(*eks w(‘re covered with a crimson dye*, and he 
begun to tremhU* with violent agitation ; for lie at 
once guessed the import of the billet, which he 
kissed with great reverence and devotion, and was 
not at all suqirised w hen he read the following 
words:— 

“ SiH,—I have pfrloriiu-cl n sufrioirnt fiariifiL'e toinv icpii- 
talioii, in rt-taiiuDK IntluTto the appcaraiu-c o{ that reseiil- 
iiunt wliu'h 1 h.ul lonj; ago ; and at. tlie late 

ta\ourahle changf in my bituation eniiiuvkers me to avow niy 
gemimc .sentinient.s, wiihout lear ol eeiihuie, oj Mi.spumJi of 
iiieiet'naiydc*'.ign, 1 take this opportunity to asHUic >ou, that, 
if 1 still maintain tluu place in jour lieurl which 1 uns vain 
enough to llnnk 1 oner posscssttl, 1 am wil'ing to make tJio 
tirs .1 .idvaiiccH to an accommodation, and have actually lui- 
mslu'd my hrorh.'r with full powers to cuiiLludcitm the name 
ol your appeased “ Kmi iua.” 

Pickle, having kissed the subscription with great 
ardour, fell upon his knees, and lifting iij) his eyes, 
“Thank Heaven!” cried he, with an air of tran¬ 
sport, “ 1 have not been mistaken in my oiiiuion of 
that generous maid. J believed her inspired with 
the most dignifu'd and heroic bentimeuts, and now 
she gives me a convincing proof of her magnani¬ 
mity. It is now my business to ai)i>rove myself 
w’orthy of her regard. May Heaven inflict upon 
me the k(‘eiiost arrows of its vengeance, if I do not, 
at this instant, eontemjdate the character of Emilia 
with tlie most perfect love and adoration; yet, 
amiable and enchanting as she is, I am, mere than 
ever, determined to sacrifice the interest of my 
passion to my glory, though my life should fail in 
the contest; and even to refuse an offer, which. 
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otherwise, the whole universe should not bribe me 
to forcfto.” 

This declaration was not so unexpected as un¬ 
welcome to his friend Gauntlet, who represented 
that his glory was not at all interested in the affair; 
because ho had already vindicated his generosity 
in repeated proffers to lay his wliole fortune at 
Emilia's feet, when it was impossible that any thing 
selfish could enter into the proposal; hut that, in 
rejecting her present purpose, he would give the 
world an opportunity to say, that his pride W'us 
eaprieious. Ins obstinacy invincible; and liis sister 
w'ould have undeniable reason to believe, that either 
his passion for her was dissembled, or the ardour 
of it considerably abated. 

In answer to these remonstrances,Pickle observed, 
that he liad long set the world at d(;fiance ; and as 
to the opinion of Emilia, he did not doubt that she 
would applaud in her heart the resolution he had 
taken, and do justice to the purity of his iiitcuition. 

It was not an easy task to diviTt our hero from 
his designs at any time of life ; but, since his con- 
tinenieut, his inflexibility w’as become almost in- 
surmountabU*. The captain, therefore, after having 
discharged his conscience, in assuring him that his 
sister’s happiness was at stake, that his mother had 
approxed of the step she had tuktm, and that he 
himself sliould be extremely mortified at his refusal, 
forbore to press liim witli further argument, which 
MTved only to rivet him the more strongly in his 
own <*piui<)ri, and undertook to deliver Lins answer 
to Emilia 5 letter. 

“ ]\1 A HAM— That I rpvere the dijnnly of vniir \ iituo with 
t}ii‘ ulinoRt NciK'idttnn, and love you Inlinitely more than life, 
1 am at all timiM ruady to deinoubtriite, but the hueiihce io 
hoiifxu it IN now niy turn tu jiay ; and surh is tlu' npiui ot 
iny (Jestiny, lliat, in older to justify your ^eneiositj, 1 must 
rt lose fo profit by your eondesi msioii ^^ri(!.lUl, I cvui doonad 
to he for e»*er wictched ; ami to si}th without eeasiut; tor the 
possession of th.it jewel, winch, thoujdi miw in myollei, I 
dare not enjoy. I siuii! not pn tend to expiess llte .'iti^tuish 
tii.it n.ifs inv )ieuit, wliiist I C(miniii)ucMU‘ fins l.il tl renun- 
cuiiion, but :ipj>i-<ii tu tlu deii(<ii> ut your own sentmuntN, 
whicit c.ui jndRi* of in> suilcriiiKK, and wall, doubtless, do 
jusfu't* to the seit-cleniat of jour forlorn “ 1’ i'liKLh” 

Emilia, who knew the nicety of our hero’s pride, 
bad foresetMi the pur])ort of tliis epistle before it 
came to her hands; .she did not, therefore, despair 
of success, noj desist from the jiroseeution of her 
]/!aii, ubfeh was no other than that of seeuring her 
<nvn lin[ipiness, in espousing tin* man upon w liom 
she had fixed her unalterable afieetion. Confident 
of his honour, and fully satisfied of the mutual jias- 
sioii witli which they tvere inspired, she gradually 
decoyed liim into a literary corn‘spondeiiee, wherein 
she aftemjited to refute the argumeiils on which he 
grounded Ins refusal; and, without doubt, the young 
geiilleinan wnis not a little jdeased with the enjoy- 
nienl of such delightful commerce, in the course of 
winch he had, more than ever, an opportunity of 
•ulniiring the poignancy of her wit, and the elegance 
□f her imderstanding. 

M'lie contemplation of such execllency, while it 
strengthened the chains wdth which she held him 
<*iislaved, addi*d eiimlatioii to the other motives that 
induced him to maintain the dispute ; and much 
subtlety of reasoning w'as expended upon both sides 
of this very jiartieular que.stion, without any pro¬ 
spect of conviction on either ])art, till, at last, she 
began to despair of making him a proselyte to her 
opinion by dint of argument; and resolved for the 
future to apply herself chiefly to the irresistible 
prepossessions of hi.s lo\e, wliich were not at all 


diminished or impaired by the essays of her pen. 
With this view she proposed u conference, pre¬ 
tending that it was impossible to convey all licr 
refioetions upon this subject in a stries of short 
letters; and (Godfrey undertook to bail him for the 
day. J3ut, eon.scious of her power, he would not 
trust himself in lier presence, thongli his heart 
throbbed with all the eagerness of desire to see her 
fair eyes disrobed of that resentment which they 
had worn so long, and to enjoy the ravishing sweets 
of a fond reconciliation. 

Nature could not have held out against such 
powerful attacks, had not the pride and ca]>riee of 
ins disposition been gratified to the full in the 
trium])h of his resistance; he looked upon the con¬ 
test as altogether original, and persevered witli 
oli.stinaey, because he thought himself sure of fa¬ 
vourable teriiiK, whenever lie should be disposed to 
capitulate. Terlia])s he might have overshot him¬ 
self in the course of his perseverance. A young 
lady of Emilia’s fortune and altraetions could not 
fail to find herself surrounded by temptations, which 
fev women can resist. {She might have misinter¬ 
preted the meaning of some paragraph, or taken 
umbrage at an unguarded expression in one of 
Teregnne’s hitters. She might have been tired out 
by his obstinate iieculiarity, or, at the long-run, 
construed it into madness, slight, or indiflerenoe *, 
or, rather than waste lu*r priim* In fruitless endea¬ 
vours to subdue the pride of an headstrong hu¬ 
mourist, she miglit have listened to the voice of 
some admirer, fraught with qualifientions .saflieieiit 
to engage her esteem and afVeetion, Hut all these 
possliulities were providentially prevented by an 
aeeident attended w ith more important conseituences 
than any we have bit herto recounted. 

l^larly one morning rijies was disturbed by the 
arrival of a messenger, who had lieeii sent express 
from the country by Mr. ('lover, with a packet for 
the lieutenant, and arnved in town over night; but 
as he was obliged to luive recourse to the informa¬ 
tion of Jaek'.s corresjiondeiit in the city, touching 
the place of his abode, before be deiimnded entrance 
at the Fleet, the gate was shut; nor would the 
turnkeys admit him, although he tohl them that he 
was charged with a uu'.s.sagc of the utmost eonse- 
(jnenee ; so that he was fain to tarry till day-break, 
when he, at his earnest solicitation, was allowed 
to enter. 

Ilatcliwaiy, opening the packet, found a lett<*r 
(*nclosed for Feregriue, with an earnest re<juest that 
lie should forward it to the hands of that young 
geutlenuni with all pos.sible despatch. Jack, w'ho 
could not dive into the meaning of this extraor¬ 
dinary injunction, began to imagine that l\Ir.s.l 'lover 
lay’ at the point of death, and wanted to take a last 
farewell of her brother; and this conceit worked 
so strongly upon his imagination, that, wliile he 
huddled on bis clothes, and made the best of his 
way to the a])artment of our hero, he could not help 
cursing, within himself, the folly of the husband in 
semling such disagreeable messages to a man of 
Peregrine’s impatient temper, already soured by 
his ow’n uneasy situation. 

This reflection would have induced him to sup¬ 
press the letter, liad not he been afraid to tamper 
with the ticklish disposition of his friend, to whom, 
w'hile he delivered it, “ As for my own part,” said 
he, “ maylia]) I may have as much natural affee- 
tion as another, but when niy spouse parted, I bore 
my misfortune like a British man* and a Christian. 
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For why ? he’s no better than a fresb-wator sailor, 
who knows not how to stem the current of mis¬ 
chance.” 

Tickle being waked from a pleasant dream, in 
which the fair Emilia was principally coneerned, 
and hearing this strange preamble, sat iij) in his 
bed, and unsealed tin* letter, in asmte of mortifica¬ 
tion and disgust. Jiut wliat were the emotions of 
his soul, when he read the following intimation:— 

*‘ Deah llHorneH—It hath pleased (Jod to Like 3onr la¬ 
ther suddenly oil by a fit ofapopleAy, and as he lias died in¬ 
testate, I Kive you this notice, that you niav, M ith all •‘])eed, 
come down ami ttik»‘ pos.stssion ol your nyht, in despite ol 
Master tiiiin and liis mother, who, you may lie suit, tlo not 
Pit easy under this uncxjicclcd dispensation ol Providence, J 
have, by virtue of boiiig a justice of the peace, taken such 
precautions as J thouj'lii necchsary for you: advantage; and 
the fuinual shall he delcrrod until your pleasure he known. 
Your skstci, though sincerely afllictcd by her father’s fate, 
submits to tin* will of Heaven with laudable resignation, and 
begs you will set out for this place without delay; in which 
reqm*Ht she is joined by, Sir, your atleetioiiate brother, and 
humble scivant, Chaiilkb Clotk^.” 

Peregrine at first looked upon tTlis epistle as a 
men* illusion of the. brain, and a continuation of 
the reverie in wdiich he had been engaged. He 
read It ten times over, without being jiersuaded 
that he was actually awake. He ndibed his eyes, 
and shook his head, in order to shake off the drowsy 
vajtours that surrounded him. He hemmed thrice 
with great voeif<‘ration, snapped his fingers, tweaked 
his nose, started up from his bed, and, opening the 
easement, look a survey of the well-known ohjeets 
that ajipearecl on each side of his habitation. Every 
thing seemed eongnious and eonius'ted, anil he 
said within himself, “ Sure this is the most distinct 
(lr(‘am that eNer sleep produced.” 'riicn ho had 
recourse again to the paper, which he fcarefully 
]>erused, without finding any variation ’ffom his 
first notion of the contents. 

Hatchway, seeing all his oitravaj^ancofi of aotlon, 
ueeompanied with a wild stare oftlistraction, began 
to believe that his head was at length fairly turned, 
and was rcfdly uu'ditating means for securing his 
jUTSon, when JMekle, ih a tone of* surprise, ex¬ 
claimed, “ (food (lod ! am I or am I not awake?” 
“Why look ye, cousin Pickle,” rejilied the lieu¬ 
tenant, “that IS a question which the deeji-sea-line 
of my understandifig is not long enough to sound; 
but hows{)m<‘vcr, thof 1 cuu't trust to the observa¬ 
tion I have taken, it shall go hard but I will fall 
upon a way to guess whereabouts we are.” So 
saying, he lifted up a iiitcher full of cold water, 
that stood Imhind the outward door, and discharged 
it in tlie face of IVrcgrine w’itliout ceremony or 
hesitation. 

This remedy jiroduccd the desired eficet. Un¬ 
palatable as it was, the young gentleman no sooner 
recovered his hreatli, whieli was endangered by 
such a sudden aiijilication, than he thankt*d his 
friend Jack for the seasonable operation he had 
performed. JIaving no longer any just reason to 
doubt the reality of what appeared so convincingly 
to his senses, he shifted liimself on the instant, not 
without hurry and trepidation; and jiutting on his 
morning dress, sallied forth to the Pare, in order 
to deliberate with himself on the important intelli¬ 
gence he had received. 

Hatchway, not yet fully conviiieed of his sanity, 
and curious to know' the purport of the letter, 
which had affected him in sncli an ^xtraordiiiarv 
manner, carefully attended his footsteps in this 
•excursion, in hope of being favoured with hi^ eoii- 


fidencc, in the course of their perambulation. Our 
hero no sooner aj>peared at the street door, than he 
was saluted by the messenger, who having posted 
himself in the W'ay for that purpose,_ “ God bless 
your noble lumour, Squire Pickle,” cried he, “and 
give you joy of succeeding to your fatliers estate,'’ 
Tliese words had scarce proceeded from his month, 
when the lieutenant, hopping eagerly towards tlie 
countryman, squeezed his hand w’lth great afieetion, 
and aski'd if the old gentleman had actually taken 
his departure. “Ay, Master Hatchway,” replied 
the otlier, “m such a woiindy haste, that he forgot 
to make a will.” “J’xidy of me!” exclaimed the 
seaman; “thesi* are the best tidings 1 have ever 
heard since 1 first went to sea. Here, my lad, take 
my purse, and stow thyself chock full of the best 
liquor in the land.” So saying, he tipp(*d tlie 
peasant with ten pieces, and immediately the w'holc 
place echoed with the sound of 'roin's instrument. 
Peregrine, repairing to the walk, communicated 
the billet to his h<mest friend, wlio at his desire 
■went forthwith to the lodgings of ('aptain Gauntlet, 
and returned in less than half an hour with that 
gentleman, who, I need not say, >vas heartily re¬ 
joiced at the occasion. 

CHAPTER CrV. 

PcrcBxine holds a Consultation with his Fiicnds, in omiso- 
quenre of wljjtah he bidu Adieu to the Mivt—lie ariivvs 
at hia Fatli^r’s House, and asserts hU light ol Inhcmancc. 

Nor did our hero keep the inisanthrojio in igrto- 
ranoc of this hajipy turn of hirtune. Tijics w'as 
despatched to the senior, with a message reipiesting 
his immediate presence; and he aeeordiugly aji- 
peared, in obedience to the summons, growling 
w'ith discontent for having been dejirived of s(*veral 
hourly of his natural rest. His mouth >Yas inmie- 
diaUdy stopped with the letter, at w hieh he sfin/cd 
hur/imc a ijItuMiy <jnn; and, after a eonqilinumt of 
grafulation, they entered into elo.se divan, about tlie 
nieii.suros to he taken in eonsoiiuenee of this (‘\ (*nt. 

There w’as no room for mueli debate. Jt was 
unanimously agreed that Pickle should set out m ith 
all i)OS.sible despatch for the garrison, to -which 
Gauntlet and llafehway resolved to altend him. 
Pijies was accordingly ordered to prepare a eouiile 
of post eliuisis, while Goilfrey went to jiroeure 
bail for his friend, and jiroviile them -uith money 
for the expense of the expedition; Imt not before 
he was desired hy JVregrine to conceal this jiicee 
of news from his sister, that our youth inigliL have 
an opportunity to surprise her in a more interesting 
manner after he should have settled his all'airs. 

All these previous steps being taken, in less than 
an hour our hero took his leave of the Elect, after 
he had left twenty guineas with the warden for the 
relief of the jioor jirisoners, a great number of 
whom convoyed him to the gate, pouring forili 
[iiayers for liis long life and prosperity; and he 
took the 7’oad to the garrison, in the most elesated 
transports of joy, unallayeil with the least mixtiiie 
of gnef at the death of a parent whose jiutenial 
tenderness he had never known. Ili.s breast was 
absolutely a stranger to that boasted ^ropyij or 
instinct of affection, by which the charities aic 
supposed to subsist. 

Of all tlu* journeys he had ever made, this, sure, 
was the most delightful. He felt all the ecstasy 
that must naturally be produced in a young man 
of Ids imagination, from such a sudden transition 
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in point of circnrNMiano^; lie found himself de¬ 
livered from confinement and disgrace, •without 
being obliged to any person upon earth for liis 
deliveruneo ; he liad it now in his power to retort 
the contempt of the world in a nianner suited to 
his most sanguine wish; !u‘ was reconciled to his 
friend, and enabled to gratify his love, even upon 
his own terms ; and saw himstdf in possession of a 
fortune more ample than his first inheritance, with 
a stock of <‘xi)eri<*nec that would'stcer him clear of 
all those (juieksauds among which he had been 
formerly wrecked. 

In the middle of their journey, while they halted 
at an iTin for a short refreshimuit and change of 
horses, a postillion running up to Peregrine in the 
yard, fell at his feet, clasped his knees with great 
eagerness and agitation, and pr<*sent<‘d to'him the 
individual face of Ids old valet-de-ehambre. Tlic 
youth perceiving him in such an abji'ot garb and 
attitude, commanded him to rise and tell the cause 
of such a miserahh* reverse in his fortune. Upon 
which lladgi gave him to understand, that In* had 
been ruined by his wife, vho, having robin’d him 
of all his cash and valuable efi’ects, had eloped 
from his house with one of his own customers, 
who appeared in the (di.iracter of a Enmch count, 
but was in reality no other than nu Italian fiddler; 
lliat, in eonstMpiLmee of this retreat, he, the hus¬ 
band, was disabled from ]>aijng a consid^rablt* 
sum which he had set apart for Ins wine im reliant, 
W’lio being disappointed in his ex[)<*ctatiori, took 
out an exeeiifioH against Ins efU'cts; and the rest 
of lus creditors following his (‘\ample, hunted 
him out of Itouse ami home. So tliaf, finding his 
person in danger at London, ho had l»ecn obliged 
to escape into tlie country, skulking about from 
one village to another, till, being (juite <lestitute of 
all support, he had undertaken his jiresent olllce, 
to save himself from starving. 

Peregrine listened with compassion to his la¬ 
mentable tub*, whieb too well aeeonnled for liis not 
appearing ju the Kleel. with offers of ser\i«*e to his 
master in distress ; a eireumstanee that J*ieKie liad 
all along imputed to liis av.iriee and ingratitiuh*. 
Jle assLin'd him, that, as he had been the means of 
throwing in Ins way tin temptation to v.hieli he 
fell a sacrifice, lie would charge luinself with the 
retrieval of his afiairs. In the mean time, he made 
him taste of liis bounty, and desired him to con¬ 
tinue in his jiresent employment until lie should 
return from the garrison, when he would consider 
his situation, and do something for his immediate 
relief. 

lladgi attempted to kiss his shoe, and wept, or 
aflected to weep, with sensibility at this gracious 
reception; he even made a merit of his unwilling¬ 
ness to exercise his new oceupution, and earnestly 
begged that he might be allowed to give immediate 
ath'ndancc upon his dear master, from w'hom lie 
could not hear the thoughts of a second parting. 
Ifis entreaties were reinforced by the intercession 
of his two friends, in coTis<*queDce of which the 
Swiss was permitted to follow them at his own 
leisure, while they set forwards after a slight rejiast, 
and reached the place of their destinatiort before 
ten o'clock at night. 

Peregrine, instead of alighting at the garrison, 
rode straightway to his father's house; and no person 
appearing to receive him, not even a servant to lake 
eare of his chaise, he dismounted without assistance. 
Being followu'd by his two friends, he advanced into 


the hall, where perceiving* a bell-rope, he made 
immediate application to it in such a manner as 
brought a couple of footmen into his presence. 
After having repriTrinnded them, with a stern look, 
for their neglect in point of attendance, he com¬ 
manded them to show him into an apartment; and 
as they seemed unwilling to yield obedience to his 
orders, asked if they did Tiot belong to the family. 

One of them, wlio took upon himself the office 
of spokesman, replied with a sullen air, that they 
had been in the service of old IVIr. Pickle, and now 
that he was dead, thought themselves bound to 
obey nobody but their lady, and her son Mr. 
(Jamaliel. This declaration had scarce proceeded 
from his mouth, when our hero gavi‘ them to under¬ 
stand, that since they were not disposed to own 
any otlu'r master, they must change tlieir quarters 
immediately- lie ordered them to decamp without 
further preparation ; and as they still continued 
rt‘SLive, they were kicked out of doors hy the cap¬ 
tain and his friiMid Hatchway. Squire Gam, who 
overh{‘anl every tiling that passed, and was now 
more than evtT intlamed with that rancour which 
he had sucked with his mother’s milk, flew to the 
assistance of his adherents, with a jnstol in each 
hand, bellowing Thu'Vfs 1 Hucvt-s! with gi’eat voci¬ 
feration, as if he luul mistaken the business of the 
strangers, and actually believed him.self in danger 
of being robbi'd. Under this pretence he discharged 
a piece at hishrother, who luckily escaped the shot, 
<‘los<*d ivith him in a moment,and wresnng the other 
pistol from his gripe, turned him out into the court 
}ard, to the eonsolatioii of his two depmidents. 

By this time, Ihjies and the two posidhons had 
taken possession of tlu‘ stables, •witiiout being 
ojqiosed. by tlie coachman and lus tbputy, ■who 
ipuetly Kubmitled to the aulhorily of tlieir new 
s.nereign. But th“ noise of the pistol had alarmed 
Mrs. J’lekle, wlio, running down stairs, with tin* 
most frantic appearaimc, attended by two inanK 
and the curate, who still maintained ’his idaee of 
eliaplaiii and gliostly director in the famil}, would 
have assaulted our hero with her nails, bad not she 
been restr.iined by her attendants, 'riiongh they 
previnUed her from using her hands, they could not 
liinder her from exercising her tongue, which she 
wagged against him with all the virulence of malice. 
She asketl, if he ■was come to butcher his brother, 
to insult his father’s corpse, and trinmidi in her 
affliction ? She bestowed njion him the epithets of 
spendthrift, jail-hird, and unnatural ruffian; she 
begged jiardon of (iod for liaving brought such a 
monster into the ■world, accused him of having 
brouglil his lather's gri'y hairs with sorrow to the 
grave ; and affinnc<l, that, were he to touch the 
body, it would bleed at his approach. 

Without pretending to refute the articles of this 
ridiculous charge, he allowed her to ring out her 
alarm ; and then calmly replied, that if she did not 
(piietly retire to her ehamher, and behave as became 
a person in her present situation, ho should insist 
upon her removing to another lodging without 
delay; for lie was det<Tniined to be master in his 
own family. The lady, who, in all probability, 
exjieeted that he would endeavour to appease her 
with all the tenderness of filial submission, was so 
much exasperated at his cavalier behaviour, that 
her eonstitnlion could not support the transports of 
her siiirits ; and she was carried off by her women 
III a fit, while the officious clergyman was dismissed 
after his ])upil, ■with all thecircumstanccs of disgrace. 
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Our hero having thus made his quarters good, 
took possession of the best ajiartment in the house, 
and sent notice of his arrival to Mr. Clover, who, 
■with his "wife, visited him in less than an hour, and 
was not a little surprised to find him so suddenly 
settled in his father’s house. The meeting of Julia 
and her brother was extremely pathetic. She had 
always loved him with uncommon tenderness, and 
looked upon him as the ornament of her family ; 
but she had heard of his extravuganees w ith regi-et, 
and though she considered the stories that were 
circulated at his expense, as the malicious ex¬ 
aggerations of his mother and her darling sou, her 
uj)prehensiou had been grievously alarmed by an 
account of his imprisonment and distress, wliieh 
had been accidentally conv(‘yed to that country by 
a gentleman from London, who had been formerly 
of his ac([uaintanee; she could not, therefore, 
without tlie most tender emotions of joy, see him, 
as it ware, restored to his rightful inheritance, and 
re-established in that station of lib* wliich she 
tiiDught he could fill with digiiil)' an<I importance. 

After their mutual expressions of affection, she 
retired to her mother’s chamber, witli a view to 
make a second offer of her service and attendance, 
which had lieen already rejected -with scorn since 
her father’s death; while iVregrine consulted his 
brother-in-law about the affairs of the family, so 
far as they had fallen within his cognizance and 
observation. 

Mr. (1lov(T told him, that, though lie was never 
favoured with the confidence of the defunct, he 
knew some of his intimates, >vhohad been tampered 
with by I^Irs. Fickle, and even engaged to second 
the remonstranees by wiiieh she had often emlea- 
voiired to persuade her husband to settle hisailairs 
by a formal will; but that he had from time to 
time evaded their importunities with surprising 
excuses of procnistination, ^lat plainly aiipeared to 
be the result of invention and design, far above 
the supposed pitch of his capacity; a eireumstaaee 
from M'hieh Mr. (’lover conchuUd, that the old 
gentleman imagined his life would not have been 
K(‘eure, had lu‘ once taken such a step as would 
have rendered it uuueeessar) to the independeuee 
of his second son, lie moreover ohMTved, that, m 
coii.seipience of this information, he no sooner 
heard of Mr. Fickle's death, which happened at the 
eliib, than he went directly with a law’yer to his 
house, before any cabal or conspiracy could b(‘ 
formed against the rightful heir; and, m presence 
of witnesses provided for thi* jinrpose, sealed up all 
till* pajiers of the deceased, after the widow had, in 
the first transports of her sorrow and vexation, 
fairly owned, that Ikt Imsliund had died intestate. 

Fercgrim* was extremely well sutislied with this 
intelligence, by which all his doubts were dispelleil; 
and having cheerfully supped wdth his friemls on a 
cold collation, w’liieh hi^ hrother-in-hiw had brought 
ill his chariot, they retired to rest, in different 
chambers, after Julia had met-with another repulse 
from her eajirioious mother, w'hose overflowing 
rage had now subsided into the former channel of 
calm inveteracy. 

Next morning the house was supplied with some 
servauts from tlie garrison, and preparations were 
made for the funeral of the deceased. Gam liaving 
taken lodgings in the neiglibonrhood. came with a 
chaise and cart to demand his mother, together 
with his own clothes, and her ])ersonal effects. 

Our hero, though he w'ould not suffer hiin to 


enter the door, allowed his proposal to be com¬ 
municated to the widow, who eagerly embraced the 
opportunity of removing, and was, with her own 
baggage, and that of her beloved son, conveyed to 
the place which he had prepared for her reception. 
Tliither she was followed by her woman, who was 
desired by Feregrine .to assure her mistress, that 
until a regular provision could be settled upon ber, 
she might command him, in jioint of money, or any 
other accommodation in his jiower. 

CIIAFTKK. ('V. 

Ite performs tlio lu.sf Otliccs to lius F.ither, and returns lo 
Loudon, upon a ver)' lutereslmg DosiRii. 

Suits of mourning being provided for himself, his 
friends and adherents, and every otlier }>revious 
m(*asure taken suitable to the occasion, his father 
was interred, in a private manner, in the jiarish 
ehureli; and his papers being examined, in presence 
of many persons of honour and integrity, iuviteil 
for that purpose, no will was found, or any other 
deed, in favour of the second son, though it 
aj)peared by the marriage settlement, that the w’idow 
w'as entitled to u jointure of five hundred pounds a 
year. The rest of his papers consisted of Fast 
India bonds, South Sea annuities, mortgages, notes, 
and assignmentvs, to the amount of four score 
thousand seven luiudrcd and sixty jxmnds, exclusive 
of tlie lioubc, plate and furniture, horsi's, eipiipage 
and cattle, with the garden and park adjacent, to a 
very considerable extent. 

'J'liis was a sum that even oxcivded bis expecta¬ 
tion, and could not fail to entertain his fancy with 
tile most agn’cable ideas. lie found himself im¬ 
mediately a man of vast consequence among his 
country neiglihours, who visited him with eonipli- 
nieiits of congratulatii u, and treated him with such 
respect as would have effectually siioiled any young 
man of his disposition, who had not the same ad¬ 
vantages of experience as he had already purchaseil 
at a very extravagant price. Thus shielded with 
caution, lie bore his prosperity with surprising tem¬ 
perance ; every body was eiiarined with his affability 
and moderation. When he made a circuit round 
the gentlemen of the district, in order to repay the 
courtesy winch he owed, he was caressed by them 
with uneommon assiduity, and advised to offer 
liiiuseir as a candidate for the county at the n(‘xt 
(‘lection, which, they siqiposed, w'ould soon happen, 
heeau.s{* the present member was in a declining state 
of health. Nor did his person and address escape 
unlieeded by the ladies, many of whom did not 
senqile to spread their attractions before him, with 
a view' of cajitivating such a valuable prize; nay, 
such an impression did this legacy make upon a 
certain peer, who resided in this part of the country, 
that he cultivated Fiekle’s acquaintance with great 
eageruess, and, without circumlocution, offered to 
him in marriage his only daughter, with a very 
considemble fortun.,. 

Our hero expressed himself upon this occasion 
us became a man of honour, sensibility, and polite¬ 
ness ; and frankly gave his lordship to understand, 
that his heart wa4» already engaged. He 'W’as pleased 
with the opportunity of making such a sacrifice of 
his pa.ssioii for Emilia, which, by this time, inflamed 
bis thoughts to such a degree of impatience, tliat 
he resolved to depart for London with all possible 
speed; and for tiiat purpose industriously employed 
almost everv hour of his time in regulating bis 
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domestic affaire. He paid off all his father’s servants, 
aud hired others, at the recommendation of his 
Bister, who promised to superintend his household in 
his absence. He advanced the first half-yearly 
payment of liis mother’s Jointure; and as for his 
brother Gam, he gave him divers opportunities of 
acknowledging his faults, so that he might have 
answered to his own conscience for taking any step 
in Ills favour; but that young gentleman was not 
yet suftlciently humbled by misfortune, and not 
only forbore to make any overtures of ])eace, but 
also took all occasions to slander the conduct and 
revile the person of our hero, Ixdng in this practice 
comforted and abetted by his righteous mamma. 

Every thing being thus settled for the present, 
the triumvirate set out on their return to town in 
the same manner with that in which they ha<l ar¬ 
rived in the country, except in this small variation, 
that Hatchway’s chaise-companion was now the 
valet-de-chambre refitted, instead of Pipes, who, 
with another lacqiu'y, attended th(‘m on horseback. 
When they had performed two-thirds of their w'uy to 
J^ondon, they chanced to overtake a country sjjuire, 
on his return from a visit to one of his neighbours, 
who had entertained him with such hospitality, that 
us the lieutenant observed, he rolled himself Tdinost 
gnnwaU* to every motion of Ids horse, whieli was a 
fine hunter; and wlien the chaises passed him at | 
full speed, he set up tiie sportman’s halloo, in a 
voice that fiounded like a i'rench honi. elaj»j)ing 
f.])urs to Sorrel at the same time, in order to Keep 
up with the ]>aee of the machine. 

IVregrinc, who w'us animated with an uncommon 
flow of Spirits, ordered his jiostillion to jirooeed mon* 
softly; and entered into conversation with the 
stninger, touching the make and mettle of his horse, 
upon which he descanted with so Tiiiich learning, 
that the squire was astoidshed at Ids knowledge. 
When they approaehed his hahitation, he invited 
the jouug gentleman and his company to halt, and 
drink a bollie of his ale; and was .so pressing in 
his solicitation, that they complied with his re(piest. 

lie accordingly conducted them ihrougli a spa¬ 
cious avenue, that extended as far as the highway, 
to the gate of a large chateau, of a most nol)le and 
venerable appearance, which induced them to 
alight and view tin* apartments, contrary to their 
first intention of drinking a glass of his October at 
the door. 

'The rooms w’ore every way suitable to the mag¬ 
nificence of tlu^ outside, and our hero imagined 
they had made a tour through the whole sw(>ep, 
when the landlord gave him to understand that they 
had not yet seen the best apartment of the house, 
and immediately led them into a spacious dining¬ 
room, which Peregrine did not enter without giving 
manifest signs of uncommon astonishment. 'I'lie 
jiannels all round were covered with portniits at 
full length, by Vandyke; and not one of them aji- 
peared without a ridiculous tie periwig, in the style 
of those that usually hang over the sliojis of two- 
jienny barbers. The straight bools in which the 
figures had been originally painted, and the other 
circumstances of attitude and drapery, so incon¬ 
sistent wdth this monstrous furniture of the head, 
exhibited such a ludicrous appearance, that T’ickle’s 
wonder, in a little time, gave way to his mirth, and 
ho was seized with a violent fit of laughter, which 
had well nigh deprived him of his breath. 

The squire, half pleased and half offended at tliis j 
exi)ression of ridicule, “I know,” said he, “what j 


makes you laugh so woefully. You think it strange 
to zee my vorefathers hooted and spurred, with 
huge three-tailed periwigs on their pates. The 
truth of the matter is this. I could not abide to 
zee the pictures of iny vamily with a parcel of 
loose hair hanging about their eyes, like zo many 
eolts; and zo I employed a painter vellow from 
Lundon to clap decent periwigs upon their skulls, 
at the rate of vive shillings a head, and offered him 
three shillings a piece to furnish each with a hand¬ 
some pair of shoes and stockings. But the rascal, 
thinking I must have ’em done at any price after 
their heads were covered, haggled with me for vour 
shillings a picture *, and zo, rather than be imposed 
upon, 1 turned him off, and shall let ’em stand as 
they are, till zome more reasonable brother of the 
brush comes round the country.” 

J’iekle commended his resolution, though in his 
Ijcart, he blessed himself from such a barbarous 
Goth ; and, afterthey had despatched two or three 
bottles of his beer, they proceeded on their journey, 
and arri\ed in town about eleven at night. 

GHAI’TEU THE I.AST. 

■njoj’R .'in Interview wlUi Emilia, and makes hiineelf 

ainplo Amends tor all the MortitieatjouH of Jus I-ife. 

GoDFniiY, who liad taken leave of his sister, on 
pretence of making a short excursion with Terc- 
grine, whoso heahh required the enjojment of fresh 
air, aft(T his long eoufinement, sent a message to 
her, that same night, announcing his arrival, and 
giving her notice that lie would breakfast w’itli her 
next morning; when he and our hero, who had 
dressed himself for the purpose, taking a hackney 
eoaeh, repaired to her lodging, and were introduced 
into a parlour adjoining to that in which the tea- 
table was set. Here they had not waited many 
minutes wdieii they heard the sound of feet coining 
down stairs; upon w'hich our hero’s heart began to 
beat the alarm. He concealed himself behind the 
screen, by the direction of4ns friend, whose ears 
being saluted with Sophy’s voice from the next 
room, he flew into it with great ardour, and enjoyed 
upon her lips tiie sweet transports of a meeting so 
unexpected; for he had left her in lier lather’s 
house at Windsor. 

Amidst these emotions, he had almost forgot the 
situation of iVregriiie; when Emilia, assuming her 
enchanting air: “Is not this,” said she, “a most 
provoking scene to a young w’oman, liki* me, wlio 
am doomed to w'car the willoAv, by tbe strange ca¬ 
price of my lover? Upon my word, brotlier, you 
have done me infinite prejudice, in promoting tins 
jaunt with my obstinate correspondent; who, 1 sup¬ 
pose, is so ravished with this transient glimpse of 
liberty, that he will never be jxu’suaded to incur 
unnecessary eonfinement for the future.” “Jdy 
dear sister,” replied the caiitain tauntingly, “your 
ow'n pride set him the example; so you must e’en 
stand to the consequence of his imitation.” “ ’Tis 
a hard case, however,” answered the fair offender, 
“that I should suffer all my life, by one venial 
trespass. Heigh ho! who would imagine that a 
sprightly girl, such as T, with ten thousand pounds, 
siiould go a begging? I have a good mind to 
marry the next person that aska me the question, 
in order to he revenged upon this unyielding hu¬ 
mourist Did the dear fellow discover no inclina¬ 
tion to see me, in all llie term of his releasemeut? 
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Well, if ever I can catch the fugitive again, he 
shall sing in his cage for life.” 

It is irapossible to convoy to the reader a just 
idea of.Peregrine’s transports, while he overheard 
this declaration; which was no sooner pronounced, 
than, unable to resist the impetuosity of his passion, 
he sprung from lus lurking-plaee, exclaiming, 
“ Here I surrenderand rushing into her presence, 
was so dazzled with her beauty, that his speech 
failed. He was fixed like a statue to the floor; and 
all his faculties were absorbed in admiration. 
Indeed, she was now in the full bloom of her charms, 
and it was nearly impossible to look upon her with¬ 
out emotion. What then must have been the ecstasy 
of our youth, whose passion was whetted with all 
the incitements which could stimulate the liuman 
heart I 'I'he ladies screamed with surprise at his 
appearance, and Phnilia liiiderwent such agitation 
as flushed every charm with irresistible energy; her 
checks glowed with a most delicate suffusion, and 
her bosom heaved with such bewitching undulation, 
that tile cambric could not conceal or contain the 
snowy liemisjiheres, that rose like a vision of para¬ 
dise to his view. 

While he was almost fainting with unuttenihh‘ 
delight, she seemed to sink under the tumults of 
tenderness and confusion; when our hero, pereeiv- 
ing her condition, obeyi'd the impulse of his love, 
and circled the charmer in liis arms, without suller- 
ing the least frown or symptom of disiilcasure. Not 
all the pleasures of his life had amounted to the 
ineffahle joy of this embrace, in w hich he eontimmd 
for some minutes totally entranced, lie fastened 
upon her juniting lips with all the eagerness of 
rapture; and, liile his brain seein(*d to w hirl round 
w'ith trans])oi1, exciaiuu’d, in a delirium of bliss, 
“Heaven and earth! this is too much to hear.” 

His imagination wa.s accordingly relie\ed, and 
his attention in some im*asure divhU’d, by the in¬ 
terposition of Sophy, who kindly chid liim for his 
having overlooked his old frii'nds. ^rims aeeosted, 
he qmttt’d his delicious annful, and, saluting Mrs. 
(launtlet, asked juivdon for his neglect; observing 
that siH'h rudeness va.s e\iMiv:ihie, considering the 
long and unha])py exile which he had sutt'ered from 
the jewel of his soul—'I'lien turning to Emilia, 
“1 am <*oiiu% ]\Iadam,” said he, “toclaim the per¬ 
formance of your premhe, which 1 can produce 
under your own fair hand. You may, therefore, 
lay aside all sujierfluous ceremony and shyness, 
and crown my haiijiiness without farther delay; 
for, u]>on my soul! my thoughts are wound up to 
tiic last pitch of expectation, and I shall certainly 
run distracted, if 1 am doorinsl to any term of 
probation.” 

His mistress having hy this time recolleeled 
lierself, I’eplied, with a most exhilarating smile, 
“1 ought to inmish you for your obstinacy with the 
mortification of a tw'elvemonth’s trial; hut it is 
dangerous to tamper with an admirer of your dis¬ 
position, and therefore, I think, I must make sure 
of you while it is in my jiGwer.” “ You are willing 
then to take me for better for worse, in ]>reseriee 
of heaven and these witiu'sses?” cried lVr<“grme 
kneeling, andappl 3 'ing her hand to his lips. At this 
interrogation, her features softeneil into an amaz¬ 
ing expression of condescending love : and, while 
she darted a side-glance that thrilled to his marrow', 
and heaved a sigh more soft than Zephyr's balmy 

wing, her answer m as. “ Why—ay-an<l heaven 

grant me patience to bi“av the Iiumours of such a 


yoke-fellow.” “And may the same powei-s,” re¬ 
plied the youth, “ grant me life and opjiortmiity to 
manifest the immeusity of my love.—Meanwhile 
1 have eighty thousand pounds, which shall be laid 
immediately in your lap.” 

>So saying, he sealed the contract upon her lips, 
and explained the mystery of his last words, which 
had begun to operate upon the wonder of the tw'o 
sisters, Sophy was agreeably surprised witli the 
account of his good fortune; nor w'as it, in ail 
]>rohability, unacceptable to the lovely Emilia; 
though from this infbnnation, she took an opportu¬ 
nity to upbraid her admirer with the inflexibility 
of ins pride, w'hich, she scrupled not to say, would 
have baflled all the suggestions of his ])assion, hud 
it not been gratified by this providential event. 

Matters being thus happily matured, the lover 
begged that immediate recourse might be had to 
the cliurch, and his happiness ascertained before 
night. Rut the bride objected with great vehc- 
menee to such precijiitation, being desirous of her 
mother’s presence at the ceremony; and she was 
seconded in her opinion by her brother’s wife. 
.Veregrine, maddening with desire, assaulted her 
with the most earnest entreaties, representing, that, 
as her mother’s consent was already obtained, tluTe 
was surely iin necessity for delay, that must infal¬ 
libly make a dangerous impression ujion his lirain 
and constitution. He fell at h(‘r feet, in all the 
agon} of impatience; swore tiiat his life and intcl- 
iects would actually be in jeopardy by her refusal: 
and, when she attempted to argue bun out of his 
demand, began to rage with such extravagance, 
that Sophy was frightened into conMCtion ; and 
(rodiVi'^' (‘uforeing the nunonstranees of his friend, 
the anuahle Emilia was teased into eomidiance. 

After breakfast the bridegroom and his com¬ 
panion set out for the (kmimons for « license, 
having first agreed upon the house at which tlie 
O(*remony should he i>crfovmcd, in the lodgings of 
th<‘ bride; and tin* jiermission being obtained, th(*y 
tound means to engage a elergymaii, w ho undertook 
to attend lliem at their own time and place. Then 
a j’iug was purchased for the occasion ; and they 
went in search of the lieutenant, with whom they 
dined at a tavern, ami not only made him acquainted 
with the steps they hati taken, hut de.sired that lie 
w'ould stand g<idfather to liie bride: an emj)lo)- 
ment which .nick accejited with demonstrations of 
particular satisfaction; till chancing to look into 
the street, and seeing Cadwallader apjiroach the 
door, in consequence of a message tliey had sent to 
him hy 1‘ipcs, he declined the office in favour of the 
senior; who was accordingly ordained for that pur- 
])ose. on the su])j>osition that such a mark of regard 
might facilitate ins concurrence with a matcii, 
which otherwise ho w'ould certainly oppose, as ho 
was a professed enemy to wedlock, and, as yet, 
ignorant of Peregrine’s intention. 

After having congratulated Fickle upon his suc¬ 
cession, and shook Ins two friends by the hand, the 
misanthrope asked whose mare was dead, that he 
w.js summoned in such a plaguy hurry from his 
dinner, which he had been fain to gobble up like a 
cannibal? f>ur hero gave him to understand, that 
they had made an appointment to drink tea with 
two agreeable hulies, and v. ere unwilling that he 
should lose the opportunity of enjoying an enter¬ 
tainment which he love<l so much,—Crabtree, 
shrivelling up his face like an autumn leaf at this 
intimation, cursed his eomplaisance. and swiire they 
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should keep their assignation without liim; for he 
and lechery had shook hands many years ago. 

The bridegroom, however, likening him unto an 
old coachman, who still delights in the smack of the 
whi]), and dropping some flattering hints of Ins 
manhood, even at these years, he was gradually 
prevailed upon to accompany them to the j>lace of 
rendezvous; w’here, being ushered into a dining¬ 
room, they had not waited throe ininutes, when 
they were joined by the parson, who had observed 
the hour with great punctuality. 

This gentleman no sooner entered the room, than 
Cadwallader, in a whisper to Gauntlet, asked if 
that was not the coek-hawd; and, hefon^ the captain 
could make any reply, “ Wliat an unconscionable , 
whoreinaster the rogue is!” said he, “scarce dis- ! 
charged from confinement, and sweetened with a 
little fresh air, when he wenches with a j)im]) in 
canonicals in his pay.”—The door again opened, 
and Emilia broke in upon them, with such dignity 
of mien, and divinity of aspect, as inspired every 
spectator with astonishment and admiration. The 
lieutenant, wfio had not seen her since her ehanns 
wen; ripened into such perfection, expressed his 
wonder and apj)robation in an exclamation of 
“Add's zooks! what a glorious galley!” and the 
misanthrope’s visage was instantly inelan«orphos<'d 
into the face of a mountain goat. He licked his 
lips instinctively, snufiWllhe air, and squinted with 
a most horrihie obliquity of vision. 

'J'lie bride and her sister being seated, and Hatch¬ 
way having renewed his ae(|uainlanee with the 
former, who recogniz<‘d liiin w itli ]vartieular civility. 
Peregrine withdrew into niiother aj)arlment with 
his friend Grabtree, to vijom he iin]»arted the de¬ 
sign of this meeting; wlneh tin* latter no sooner 
umlerstood, than he altem])fed to retreat, without 
making any other reply than that of “Pshaw 1 rot 
your matrimony ! eairi you put your neek in the 
noose, without my helngawifixNs of your follj ?” 

The young g<*nl!eni.u), in older to vamjiiish this 
aversion, stepped to the door of the next room, and 
begged the favour ofspi'aklngwitli Emilia, to whom 
he introduced the testy old l>aelu‘Ior, us one of his 
particular friends, who desired to have the honour 
of giving her away. 1’lie hewitehing smile with 
which slie received his salute, and granted his re¬ 
quest, at once overcame tin* disapprobation of the 
misanthrojie, w’ho, with a relaxation in bis oounte- 
Tuinee, wbich bad nevi-r bec'ii perceived before that 
instant, thanked her in the most polite terms for 
such an agrc(*able marlt of distinction. He accord¬ 
ingly led her into the dining-room, where the eerc- 
luony was performed without delay; and after the 
husband hu<i asserted his prerogative on her iijis, 
the whole company salutc'd her by the name of 
Mrs. Pickle. 

I shall leave the sensible reader to judge what 
passed at this juncture witliin the bosoms of the new 
married couple: J’eregrine’s heart was tired with in¬ 
expressible ardour and impatienoe; while the tran¬ 
sports of the bride were mingled with a dasli of 
diffidence and apjirehensioTi. Gauntlet saw it would 
be too much for both to l)i*ar their present tantaliz¬ 
ing situation till night, without some amusement to 
diverge their thoughts ; and therefore proposed to 
pass jiarUif the evening at the public entertainments 
in Maryhone (Hardens, which were at that time fre¬ 
quented by the best company in town. The scheme 
was relished by the discreet Sophy, who saw the 
meaning of the proposal, and the bride suhmittedto 


the persuasion of her sister; so that, after tea, two 
coaches were called, and Peregrine was forcibly 
separated fnim his charmer during the conveyance. 

The new married couple and their company 
having made shift to spend the evening, and suppM 
on a slight collation in one of the boxes. Peregrine’s 
patience was almost quite exhausted; and taking 
Godfrey aside, he imparted his intention to withdraw 
in jirivate from the sea-wit of his friend Hatchway, 
who would otherwise retard his bliss with unseason¬ 
able impediments, which, at present, he could not 
possibly hoar. Gauntlet, who sympathized with 
his impatience, undertook to intoxicate the lieute¬ 
nant with hampers to the joy of the bride, and, in the 
mean time, dc'sired Sophy to retire with his sister, 
under the auspices of Cadwallader, who promised to 
squire them home. 

The ladies were accordingly conducted to the 
eoatdi, and duck jiroposed to the captain, that, for 
the sake of the joke.thc bridegroom should be plied 
with rKpior, in such a manner as would effectually 
disable him from enjoying the fruits of his good 
fortune for one night at li*ast. Gauntlet seemed to 
relish the scheme, and they prevailed upon Pickle 
to accompany them to a certain tavern, on pretence 
of drinking a farewell glass to a single life; 
then' the bottle w’as circulated, till Hatchway’s 
brain began to sufl'er innovation. As ho had secured 
oiir hero's liat and sword, he felt no ajqirehension of 
an elopement, which, however, was effected; and 
the } outli hastened on the wings of love to the anus 
of his enchanting bride. He found Oabtrec in a 
jmrlonr waiting for his return, and dis]iosed to en¬ 
tertain him with a lecture upon temperance; to 
which he paid very little attention, but ringing for 
Emilia’s maid, desired to know if her mistn'ss was 
u-b(‘d. Ik lug answered in the affirmative, he sent her 
up stairs to announce his arrival, undressed hiinsell 
to a loose gown and slippers, and wishing the mis¬ 
anthrope good night, after having desired to see him 
next day, follow<*d in person to the delicious .seen( 
where he found her elegantly dished out, thefaire 
daughter of cliastity and love. 

AVheu he a])proachi-d, she was overwhelmed w’ ■ 
confusion, and hid her lovely face from his tr 
sporting view. "Mrs. Gauntlet, seeing his t 
kindled at the occasion, kissed her eliarmingsh 
who, throwing her snowy .anus about her u 
w ouid have detained her in the room, had not I 
gidiie gently disengaged her confidant from 
embrace, and conducted her trembling to the ( 
w hieh having Doited and barricadoed, he profit 
his good fortune, and his felicity was perfect. 

Kext day he rose about noon, and found his 
friends assembled, when lie learned tliat dac 
fallen in nu--, )wn snare, and been obliged to 
the same tavern where he I'ell; a eireumsta 
which he was so much asliamed, that Teregri 
his wife escaped niunv jokes, which be wonl 
certainly cracked, bad lie not lain under tlu 
tatiou of this disgrace. In half an hour d 
came down. IVli’s. I'lekh* appeared with • 
blushing like Aurora or the Goddessof Ilea 
sending forth emanations of beauty unpa’ 

She w'as comiilimeiited ujinn her change of s 
by all ])resent, and by none more warmly 
old Crabtree, who declared himself so well 
with his friend’s fortune, as to he almost re 
to that institution, against which he had d- 
(luring the best part of hi.s life. 

An exjiress was immediately despotehet 
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Qauotlet, wilh an aocoont ot bcr daiighlcr's 
tnarriago; a toirn-houBe was hired, and a hand- 
lame equipage set up, in which tltc new inairied 
pair appeared at all public placet;, to the aKtimihli- 
ment of our adventurer'ii fim--weal1iCT tVirnds, ami 
the admiia^on uf all Che world; for, iu point cif 
figure, such another couple was not to be iouitd in 
the whole united kingdom. Envj despaired, and 
detractioD waa struck dumb, when our hero’s new 
accession uf fortune was cousigned to the celebra^ 
iiou of public fame: Kmilia attracted the notice of 
all obserrers, from the pert Templar to the sovereign 
himself, who was pleased to iiestow cucomiumB upon 
the excellenee of her heuuty. Mariy persons of 
coDScqueiiec, who had dropped Che acipiuintanee of 
I'eregrine in the iK'ginning of his decline, now made 
open cfliirts to cultivute his fHendship anew i but 
he discouraged ail these advances with the most 
mortifying disdain; and one day when the noble* 
man, whom he had formerly obliged, came np to 
1dm in the drawing-room, with the salutation of 
“ Vour Bcrvnnt. Mr. Hoklc," he eyed him with a 


look of ■iic&ble contempt, saying, “I suppose mut 
lordslilp is mistaken in >our man," and turned hut 
iieud unutlier wuy, in presence of the whole court 
When he iiad made a cirenit round all the places 
frequented by the Iteaii inonde, to the utter confusion 
of those agajnst wlitmi his resentment was kindted, 
paid off his tlehts, and settled liis money-mutters in 
town. Hatchway was distnisbcd to the country, in 
order to prepare for the reception uf his hiir Kmilia. 
in a fhw days after his dc|>arture tlie whole com¬ 
pany (dadwallnder himself included) set out for his 
iatlier's house, and, in their way, took up Mrs. 
(iauntlel tlie mutlier, who was sincerely rejoiced to 
see our hero in the capacity of her son-in-law. 
yrom her habitation they proceeded lioiiiewurdK oL 
an easy pace, and, amidst Cite acelaniatiuus of Ihu 
whole parish, entered their on ii house, where 
Kniiila was received in tiic most tender manner by 
Mr. t’.loTer's wife, wlio had provided every thing 
for tier case and nceommoda^on, and, next day, 
surrendered uutu her tlic management of her <>u ii 
liouschold affairs. 



